 Loug-Mourafi and Sorely-Diſtreſed 


_ ISAAC PENINGTON, 


3 WHOM 2 
The Lox, in his tender Mercy, at length Viſited and 
Relieved by the Miniſtry of that deſpiſed People called 


_ ll DV A K © R 83 


AND IN THE 


SPRINGINGS of that LIGHT, Lies; and Hol v PowER in kan 
which they had truly and faithfully teſtified of, and directed his 
Mind to, were theſe things written ; 


AND 


Are now publiſhed as a thankful Teſtimony of the Goodneſs of the Logy | 
unto him, and for the Benefit of others. 


They alſo that erred in ſpirit, 2 know —— ; and they that 
murmured, ſhall learn dofirine. Isa1am xxix. 24. 
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* ” might Know thee, the only true 
E God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” | Whom did the 
Father. ſundꝰ Did he not ſend the Son of his love? From whence did 
he ſend him? Did he not ſend him out of his own boſom ? Whither did he 
ſend him? Did he not ſend him into the world, to take upon him a body, 
and;glorify-the; name of the Father, doing his will therein? He laid down 
His „ſtwipping himſelf of: the form off God, and appearing in habit as 
a man, in their raiment, with their garment upon him; in Which, as a 
ſervant, the ſeed (the heir of all ſerved the Father. And now his work 
being as good as done, he looks back at the glory which he had laid down 
for the Father's ſake, Jookin up. to the Father for the reſtoring of it to 
Him agam. I have glorified thee on the earth,“ ſaith he, © I have finiſhed 
« the work which thou gaveſt me to do. And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own ſelf, with the glory which I had with thee be- 
<« fore the world was,” John xvii. 4, 5. 


Now having ſought. and travelled (from my childhood) after the true 
| knowledge of God, and of his Chriſt ; and having been ſatisfied with nothing 
elſe that ever. I could meet with, and having at length (through the tender 
mercy of the Lord, and guidance of his Spirit) met with this, and been 
ſatisfied therewith, finding it to be the eternal life, the true food, the livin 
power, the pure reſt, the joy and falvation of my ſoul, I cannot bur teſti 
it to thoſe that lay out their money for that which is not bread, and their 
labour for that which ſatisfieth not. ; Cs 
We (fome of us, at leaſt) laid out as much of our money as others, who 
now deſpiſe us, have done; and as much of our labour; and (I may ſpeak it 
in the fear of the Lord, and in true ſenſe, without boaſting) ſome of us had 
as; much of; that which they feed on, and call bread, as they have now. 
Yet when the Lord brought us to the true balance, we found it not to be 
bread, nor able to give the ſoul true ſatisfaction. The bread was not that 


which 
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i Wfe" eternal, that thi 
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which we then called bread, but that which we overlooked, and wiſt nat 


what it was. . But the eternal life which was hid with t | 
feſted to it, and revealed in it) that is bread indeed,” that is meat which pe- 
riſheth not, but will endure when all literal and ourward knowledge of God 
and Chriſt fails, and will fall ſhort of fatisfying that hunger of 1 the ſoul, 
which is after the ſubſtance itſelf. 5 * | 
Now to draw mens minds to a ſenſe of truth, to a ſenſe of that which is 
the thing, that they might know the bread indeed, that they might know 
the living waters, come to them and drink thereof, and find Chriſt in them 
a well of water ſpringing up to eternal life; therefore was it in my heart to 
give forth this queſtion, and the enſuing queries; which he that rightly an- 
| ſwers, muſt know the thing; and he that doth not rightly know the thing, 
by his inability to anſwer, may find that he doth not, and ſo may wait up- 
on Gad that he may receive the knowledge of it, and come to it for the 
eternal life which it freely giveth. | FF 
The Jews were puzzled with a literal knowledge of the law and prophets, 
and about the Meſfiah to come, according to their underſtanding & the 
hecies concerning him, and ſo were kept from the true knowledge thergby. 
Moſt ſorts of thoſe that now profeſs Chriſt, are puzzled about a ö * 
concerning the outward body, fleſh, and blood of Chriſt, according as they 
pprehend the ſcriptures to ſpeak; and ſo the veil is over their: hearts like- 
ile, and they cannot ſee the eternal life and ſubſtance, no more! than the 
an but by an outward literal knowledge are kept back from the thing; 
as the Jews were. Now the breathing of my heart to the Lord is, To take 
away the veil of all hearts that ſincerely deſire after truth, and to open the 
the true eye in them, that they may ſee the deſire and beloved of Wen 


. 
* 


ſouls, and may be led by him into the true travel, out of ſelf, towards the 
kingdom; yea, into the very land of the living, where the food of life is fed 
upon, where the living ſprings flow, where are vineyards whieh-we planted 
not, and dwelling-places which we built not, where the fruit af dhe vine of 
God's planting (the wine of the kingdom) is drunk of, even new in the 
kingdom, with the Father and Son in the Spirit, who are One and All there, 
The Lord give a ſenſe and underſtanding, that the ear of the needy, the 
afflicted in ſpirit, the mourners, the captives, the bowed down may, Heat, 
and may be drawn to touch that which hath the virtue in it, and hic. ef⸗ 
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| | EO THE Sg 8 
PROFESSORS of CHRISTIANITY. 
KHE Queſtion is not, whether they know what is ſaid of Chriſt in 
| | the ſcriptures ; but whether they know it /avinghy, truly, livingly, 
powerfully ? Yea, they may know whiat is faid of him, and yet 
not know him of whom thoſe things are ſaid. As it was with the Scribes 
and Phariſees ; they knew what was ſaid of Chriſt in the law and prophets ; 
but they knew not himſelf, when he appeared in that body of fleſh. So 
men may now know what the apoſtles and the evangeliſts have ſaid con- 
cerning his appearance in a body of fleſh (concerning his birth, circumci- 
fion, baptiſm, preaching, doctrine, miracles, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, 
interceſſion, Sc.), and yet not know him of whom theſe things are ſaid. 
Yea, they may know what is ſaid concerning the word which was from the 
beginning, and yet not know the word, the power, the life itſelf. 

Since the prevailing of the apoſtles teſtimony, the way of the enemy hath 
not been directly to deny Chriſt, but to bring men into ſuch a knowledge 
of Chriſt, as ſaves not. And as the enemy did own Chriſt, when he ap- 
peared in that body of fleſh, ſaying, I know thee who thou art, the boly one 
„f God; ſo he hath found it for his advantage, almoſt ever ſince, to own 
that appearance of his. So that this he doth not oppoſe, nor mens know- 
ledge and underſtanding of ſcriptures, ſo as to confirm them in this. But 
the ſaving knowledge, the true knowledge, the living knowledge, the 
powerful knowledge of truth, that he always oppoſeth ; for that alone over- 
turns and deſtroys his kingdom in man, and brings man from out of his 
reach. | 

Now there is a vaſt difference between knowing the relations concerning 
a thing, and knowing the thing related of, And there is alfa a great 

| deal 


A & wueſtion to the Profeſſors of Cbriſtiamity. 5 
deal of difference between believing the relations concerning a thing, and 
| believing in the thing which is related o. 

Spiritual things cannot be ſavingly known, but in union with them, in 
the receiving of them. A man can never really know the Spirit of God, 
buy all that can be faid concerning it, but he muſt firſt feel ſomewhat of it, 
whereby he may truly know it. So the peace, the joy, the life, the power, 
they paſs the underſtanding; and a man can never rightly know them by 
reading, or comprehending ever ſo much concerning them; but by com- 
ing out of himſelf, and travelling thither where they are given and made 
manifeſt, he may come into acquaintance with them. And if the peace 
which Chriſt gives, the joy, the life, the power, cannot be thus known by 
literal deſcriptions; how can he, who is the fullneſs of all, the fountain of 
them all, the treaſury of all perfection, in whom are hid all the riches and 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; how can he be known by outward 
and literal deſcriptions? CCC 

Now we have travelled through theſe things. We knew formerly what 
ye know now; and we alſo know now, what God hath given us further; 
and what our former knowledge was, and what our preſent knowledge is. 
And this is it which gives us ſatisfaction. | "I 

Our knowledge is in a principle, wherein we receive our capacity of 
knowing, and wherein the Father (from whom the principle came) teacheth 
us. And this is his way of teaching us; by making us one with the thing 
he teacheth. Thus we learn Chriſt, by being born of him, by putting him 
on. Thus we know his righteouſneſs, his life, his wiſdom, his power, by 
receiving a proportion of them, which giveth an ability to diſcern and ac- 
knowledge the fullneſs. And in this we receive the underſtanding of the 
{criptures, and know the ſeed of the woman (which bruiſeth the ſerpent's 
head), by receiving the ſeed, by feeling its growth in us, and. its power 
over the enemy. Then we know the thing; likewiſe we know the woman 
that brings forth this ſeed after the Spirit, which is the Jeruſalem above; 
and we know alſo, and ſingly acknowledge, the bringing forth of it out- 
wardly after the fleſh. This ſeed we know to be the ſeed of Abraham, the 
ſeed of David after the fleſh, and the. ſeed of God after the power of the 
_ endleſs life; and we are taught of God to give the due honour to each; 
to the ſeed of God in the firſt place, to the ſeed of David in the ſecond 
place. There was the ſeed that wrought the thing, which ſeed was the 
life; and the ſeed in which he wrought it, which was formed into a veſſel 
like ours, but without ſin, in which the pure Lamb appeared in the pure 
power of life, which kept the veſſel pure; and fo he (who was to be the 
frit fruits) had the honour above all his brethren, being anointed with the 
oil of gladneſs above his fellows. i itt 0944 e 

But we alſo are born of the ſame ſeed. | He is formed in us; we are 
formed of him; we are as well of his fleſh and blood, as he was of ours. 
And by being thus formed, and feeling him grow up in us, and receiving 


an 


 an-undenſtanding fram him, And in him; thus war. come to know him, /and 


veel. IE 
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to underſtand the words of ſcripture concerning him. By feeling and 
knowing the Lamb in bur veſſels, we know alſa what was the Lamb in his 
Thus we know things in the certainty and demonſtration of God's Spirit, 
even in the light which ſhines from him, and in the life which he begets; 
and we ſpeak of things as they are, and as we feel them to be in the true life, 
which the Spirit of Chriſt hath begotten in us. And we can truly ſay con- 
cerning the ſcriptures, That now we believe, not ſo much becauſe of the re- 
lation of things concerning Chriſt, which we have found in them; but be- 
cauſe we have ſeen and received the thing which the ſcriptures ſpeak of, and 
find it to be the very thing indeed, the very Chrift of God, the ſpotleſs 
one, the living garment of righteouſneſs and ſalvation, wherein God findeth 
no fault, and in which the ſoul appears without blame before him. And 
concerning this, can we ſpeak words of its nature, words of its virtue, 
words of its life, power, and righteouſneſs ; which that which is of the fleſh 
cannot hear, but that which is born of God, naturally owneth and under- 
ſtandeth. Why ſo? Becauſe it knoweth the nature of the thing, and re- 
ceiveth them in the ſavour thereof. Can life deny life? Can the birth of 
life deny, that which ſprings out of the ſame womb? No, no.' The chil- 
dren which are born of wiſdom, do juſtify wiſdom in its ſeveral ſproutings 
forth and appearances; but that which denies it, is a birth after the letter, 
a birth after the literal and outward knowledge of things, a birth of the 
comprehending wiſdom; that indeed reproacheth and blaſphemeth the in- 
comprehenſible wiſdom, in its incomprehenſible ways, and would reſtrain 
life to what they apprehend, or can comprehend by the letter concerning it. 
And this may he a great evidence to profeſſors, that they know not 
indeed Chriſt in his nature, Spirit, life, and power ; becauſe they ſpeak not 
of him as perſons who feel the thing, and ſpeak from the preſent ſenſe of 
it, and acquaintance with it, but only as perſons that bring forth a notion 


they have received into their underſtandings. And yet they fail therein al- 


ſo; for they ſpeak not of Chriſt according as the ſcriptures hold him forth, 
compared one with another, but as they have groſly apprehended concern- 
ing him from ſome ſcriptures, as the Jews outward did. For the ſcriptures 
{ſpeak not only of a body, but alſo of him that appeared in the body; nor 
only of bodily fleſh, blood, and bones, but alſo of ſuch fleſh and bones, 
whereof Chriſt and his church conſiſt. He is Chriſt (fay the ſcriptures) who 
1s one with the Father, who came from the Father, in whom the Father was, 
and who was in the Father; ſo ſaid Jeſus of himſelf (lifting up his eyes to 


heaven, and praying to the Father of his diſciples, and the children whom 


the Father had given him) more than once in that ſeventeenth chapter of 
John. Yea he is Chriſt, whom a man cannot ſee, but he muſt ſee the Fa- 
ther alſo; and whom, whoſoever ſeeth the Father, ſeeth; who 1 * * 

r . , ; ” raham 
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Abraham was; whom no man evuld know wherice he Was, even as no man 
can know whence the Father is. Chriſt granted the Jews: that they knew 
him, and whence he was as to his body; and yet for all that, he was the 
was that, Chriſt called me, ſpeaking to Philip ?' Haß ibou not known me, 
Philip? Haſt thow not ſeen ne What, doſt thou kiiow me after the fleſh, 
after the body? Doſt thou take that for me Have 1 been ſo long with you, 
and do you know me no better than ſo? The body is from below, the bod 
is like one of yours (only ſanctified by the Father, and preſerved without 
ſin) z but T am the ſame Spirit, Hife, and being with the Father.” We are 
one ſubſtance, one pure power of life, and we cannot be divided; But He 
that ſees one, maſt needs fee! both; and he that Knows one, muſt needs 
know both. This is the Lamb of Cod whietr John bare witneſs of, whith: 


he ſaid was before him, Jobn i. 15. which the body was ndbt. 

Now friends, if you have this living ſpiritual knowledge, if — . 
in him that is true; then own and acknowledge it (as it is expreſſed in the 
ſcriptures, and as God hath now brought it forth in his people), that 27 
manifeſt yourſelves to that which is of God, that ye are of him. There is 
an underſtanding and wiſdom of man, and there is a witnefs of God, 
which witnefs gives true judgment. Man (at beſt) judgeth but according 
as things 2 to him from the ſcriptures; but the witnefs judgeth of 
the things of God in the demonſtration of the Spirit, according as they are 
felt and known to be in him. nd is, A 

But if ye have not this knowledge, but have long laid out your money 
and labour for that which is not bread; nor can yield the true ſatisfaction; 
Oh! come to the waters, and reeeive that which is given freely, without 
money and without price! Oh! fell all for the pearl, for the knowledge 
which is of life, for the knowledge which is life I am the way, the truth, 
and the life, faith Chriſt; this is life eternal to know. And wait to feel the 
rock laid as a foundation in you, even the ſeed of God, the life of Chriſt, 
the Spirit of Chriſt revealed in you, and your fouls born of it, and built 
upon it. Oh! that ye could come out of your own underſtandings, that 
ye might feel and receive the love of my heart, and know the travail of 
my bowels for you; that ye might be born of the truth, and know and 
receive it as it is in Jeſus, and as it is felt in the Spirit, and its own pure 
power. | | | Weir 2 e 

No a little further, to remove the ſcruples and prejudices out of the 
minds of ſuch as ſometimes have been touched with the power of truth, and 
have had the witneſs of God reached to in their hearts; but afterwards the 
enemy hath raiſed miſts, and caſt blocks in their way, ſtirring up in them 
hard thoughts againſt us, as if we denied what the ſcriptures affirm in this 
thing, and indeed (in effect) that Chriſt which died at Jeruſalem, and ſet up 
2 natural principle within, inſtead thereof: EE | 


» 
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To remove this out of the minds of the honeſt - hearted (who in the guides 
2 God might light on this paper) I ſhall open my heart nakedly 
1. We do own that the word of God (the only begotten of the Father) did 
take up a body of the fleſh of the virgin Mary, who was of the ſeed of 
David, according to the ſcriptures, and did the will of the Father therein, 
in holy obedience unto him, both in life and death. 3 PRO 
2. That he did offer up the fleſn and blood of that body (though not 
only ſo; for he poured out his ſoul, he poured out his life) a ſacrifice or offer- 
ing for fin (do not, oh! do not ſtumble at it; but rather wait on the Lord 
to underſtand it: for we ſpeak in this matter what we know) a ſacrifice unto 
the Father, and in it taſted death for every man; and that it is upon con- 
ſideration (and through God's. acceptance of this ſacrifice. for ſin) that the 
ſins of believers are pardoned, that God might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
him which believeth in Jeſus, or who is of = faith of. len... 
604 What is attributed to that body, we acknowledge and give to that 

y in its place, according as the ſcripture attributeth it, which is through 

and becauſe of that which dwelt and acted in it. But that which ſanctified 
and kept the body pure (and made all acceptable in him) was the life, ho- 
lineſs, and righteouſneſs of the Spirit. And the ſame thing that kept his 
veſſel pure, it is the fame thing that cleanſeth us. The value which the 
natural fleſh and blood had, was from that; in its coming from that, in 
its acting in that, in its ſuffering through that: yea, indeed, that hath the 
virtue; that is it which is of an unchangeable nature, which abideth for 
ever; which is pure, and maketh pure for ever; and it is impoſſible for a 
man to touch it, but he muſt feel cleanſing by it. Now this living virtue 
and power man was ſhut out from by the fall ; but through the true know- 
ledge of the death of Chriſt, the way is made open for it again, and man 
brought to it to be baptized, waſhed, cleanſed, ſanctified, fitted for and 
filled with life. So that this is it that doth the thing; this is it from whence 
Chriſt had his own fleſh and blood (for we are taught, both by the Spirit, 
and by the ſcriptures, to diſtinguiſh between Chriſt's own fleſh and that of 
ours, which he took up and made his); which fleſh and blood we feed of 
in the Spirit; which they cannot feed on which ſerve at the outward taber- 
nacle; nor they neither which know only the outward body ; but they only 
that feed in the Spirit. 

Now of this thing we might ſpeak vet more clearly and plainly, could 
men hear our words. But it we have ſpoken to you earthly things (in pa- 
rables and figures) ſuitable to your underſtanding, and ye believe not, how 
ſhall ye believe, if we ſpeak to you heavenly things; if we ſhould tell you 
plainly of the Father, in whom is all the life of the Son, and all the virtue 

and falvation that ever the Son had from him ? The Jews were to learn in 
types, figures, and ſhadows, till Chriſt came. And after Chriſt came, he 
allo taught them in reſemblances and ſimilitudes of things: and the apoſtle 


wrote 


| — ſaned to that ſtate. But he that comes into the thing itſelf, and 
is taught 


things after che fleſh, which will periſh, and he with it, who abideth chere. 
For no man can be ſaved, bur by coming; inte: the knowledge which is of 
a pure, eternal, living, ſaving nature. Can an opinion which a man tales 
up concerning Chriſt from the ſcriptures (and caſting; himſelf, thereupon) 
ſave him? For it is no more than an opinion or judgment unto a man, un- 
leſs he be in the life and power of the thing itſelf. Then indeed it is truth 
to him, knowledge in him, right knowledge; otherwiſe it is but knowledge 
falſely ſo called; knowledge which will not ſubdue his heart to truth, nor 
hath its ſeat there; but in his head, making him wiſe and able there to 
truth, and ſo bringing him into a ſtate - condemnation, wrath and miſery, 
beyond the heathen, and making him harder to be wrought upon by the 
Light and power of the truth, than the very heathen; - Therefore conſider 
your ways, O profeſſors of Chriſtianity ! and do not deſpiſe the hand which 
is ſtretched forth to you in the love of God, and in the motion and guide 
ance of his Spirit, who condeſcends to you exceedingly, that he might 
reach to his own in you, and ſcatter your apprehenſions, 2 and 
conceivings about the meanings of ſeriptures (which ate as ſo many chains 
of death and darkneſs upon you) that ye might come to him in whom is 
life, and who gives life freely to all who come to him. Oh! obſerve what 
bars were in the way of the ſcribes and Phariſees-| They would not come to 
him that they might have life ; nay, indeed, they could-not, as they ſtood. 
There are greater bars in your way; yea, it is harder for many of you to 
. C- come 
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come to dum, than it was for them. My up 


to h right deſire to the Lord for 

— is, chat he would remove the ſtumbling- blocks out of your way, that 

would batter and knock down the fleſn in you, that he would ſtrip you 
of all your knowledge of ſcriptures according to the fleſh, that ye might be 
made by him capable of knowing and receiving things according to the 
py and then ye will know how to underſtand, honour, and make uſe 

the letter alſo; but till then ye cannot but make ' uſe of it both againſt 
your on fouls,” and àgainſt Chriſt and his trur n. 


And then for ſettimg up a natural principle, we are farther from that 


than ye are aware. For we were as ſhy-of this, and jealous that it was a na- 
tural principle, as ye can be, and ſtarted from it, divers of us, till the 
Lord, by his eternal power, and demonſtration of his Spirit, reached our 
hearts, and ſhewed-us that it was the ſeed of the kingdom (even the root 
of all the ſpiritual life, that either we/ ourſelves formerly, or ever any elſe 
received at any time) and gave us the fight of the things of the kingdom in 
it, and at length wrought that in us, and for us, by it, which never was 
wrought in us before, and which can he wrought by nothing elſe but the 
power of the Spirit. Now having certainly felt and known the thing in 

our on hearts, and having alſo ſeen the ſnares and nets which the enemy 
Hays for you, whereby he keeps (you from the true bread, and from the 
water and wine of the kingdom (even as he kept us formerly), how can 
we hold our peace, but witneſs to you (in the love and drawings of the Spirit 
of the Lord) of the truth, life, and power which we have felt in Jeſus, 
though ye become our enemies therefore? Nor do we this to bring you to 
another opinion, or outward way (that is not our end); but that ye might 
feel the thing itſelf, and know aſſuredly what is the truth, in that which ne- 
ver was deeeived itſelf, nor ever deceived any; nor will ſuffer any to be de- 
ceived who are joined to it, and abide in it. Oh! why ſhould ye wander in 
the dark opinions and uncertainties of the night ? Why ſhould ye not rather 
come to that wherein the light of the day ſprings, and out of which it 
ſhines? And can the natural man (who. hath his eyes) be deceived about 
the light of the natural day? Doth he not know the light of the day, 
both from the lights, and alſo from the darkneſs of the night? Ten thou- 
ſand times more certain and inwardly fatisfied is he, who is born of the ſpi- 
ritual day, brought forth in the light thereof, and who ſpiritually ſees, lives, 
and walks therein. So that there is no doubt in him who is grown up 
into the thing; but he hath the aſſurance of faith (which is far above the 
aſſurance of outward ſenſe or reaſon) and the aſſurance of underſtanding. 
Oh! bleſſed is he who hath an eye to ſee, an ear to hear, an heart to un- 
derſtand, the'things which God hath' revealed by his Spirit in this our day, 
the living way which he hath now made manifeſt, the principle of life that 
he hath raiſed out of the grave of death. But he that reproacheth and 
ſpeaketh evil of this (that will neither enter in himſelf, nor ſuffer others) he 
is far from receiving the blefling or bleſſedneſs of this ſeed; but groweth up 
7 in 
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in the wrong nature and ſpirit, the end whereof is to be burned, with all 
that is in union with it, and groweth up from it. Therefore come out from 
that ſpirit; come out of that dark mind and —C — — nor 
can ſee the truth; but ſetteth up opinions and appearane ings in- 
ſtead of it; and receive the anointing which is given with and jin the ſeed, 
which is raiſed in ſome, and viſited in many, in this day of the Lord's love 
and tender mercy.z to whom the living, the ſenſible, the redeemed ſing 
praiſes, and on whom they wait, for the further manifeſting of his power 


and glory in them daily more and more. ier ne 90 THRIVE ne i 
Nov, friends, if ye will know aright, or believe aright, ye muſt know 
and believe in him, who was with the Father before the world was; who 
vas the Saviour, the Jeſus, the Chriſt, from everlaſting. For what makes 


him ſo? Is it not his nature? Is it not the power of ſalvation in him ? His 


taking up a body made no alteration in him, added nothing co him; only 


it was neceſſary that he ſhould take it up, to fulfill the will in it, and to 
offer it up a ſacrifice in his own life and Spirit to the Father. This we firmly 
believe; and this alſo we cannot but ſay further, that the virtue, the value, 
the worth, the excellency of what was done by him in the body, d not 
of the body, but it was in him before time, in time, and will be after time, 
and for ever: yea, it is he to whom the name Jeſus and Chriſt did of right 
belong before he took up the body: and he only put forth in the body the 
ſaving virtue which he had before, which belonged to the nature, to the 
anointing in him, whether ever he had ſaved any with it or no. — 
the 


be cloathed with. I can hardly ſtop ſpeaking of theſe things for your fakes, 
that through my words (or the words of whom. the Lord ſhall pleaſe) ye 
might come to feel that which is able to give you the holy underſtanding, 
and might come to the true ſenſe and experience of the truth itſelf, and 
might ſee who hath blinded you, and how he hath blinded: yen, and fed 
you with huſks and dry food, inſtead of that which hath the true living 

in it. But while ye ſee and judge in that which is wrong, ye muſt needs 


judge amiſs both of yourſelves and others, and alſo of the truth itſelf, and 


of the words ſpoken, either formerly or now, concerning it, whereby: 1 


expoſe and bring yourſelves under the righteous j of the truth 


even of the Son, and the light of his day, Which power from the Fa- 
ther to judge all falſe appearances, deceits, and deceivers. AA Serion 
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T hath pleaſed the Lord, as he manifeſted his Chriſt gloriouſly before the 
1 apoſtaſy, ſo to manifeſt him ſo again. For he was not only born (in the 
fieſh) of the virgin Mary; but he was alſo born in the Spirit of the woman 
cloathed with the ſun, which had the moon under her feet, and on her head 
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a crown of twelve ſtars. She alſo brought forth the man- child, who was to 


rule all nations with a rod of iron, Rev. xil. 85 Z i: 

Now of this appearance and return of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and his freſh 
bringing forth of his life and power in his body, the church, there are 
many witneſſes, who have ſeen, felt, and taſted thereof, with the eyes and 
ſenſes which are of God, and of the new-birth. And of this (in the love 
and good-will of God, and from the drawings and requirings of his Spirit) 
they bear witneſs to others, that they alſo might come to ſee the glory and 
brightneſs of his day, and rejoice. therein. For indeed it is a glorious day 
inwardly in ſpirit, to thoſe that are quickened and gathered to the living 
Shepherd and Biſhop of the foul, by the eternal arm of his power. And 
happy is the eye that fees the things that they ſee, and the ear that hears 
what they hear, and the heart which underſtands the things which God 
hath revealed in and unto them by his Spirit. | | ; | 
Glorious was the appearance of Chriſt in the fleſh ; but there were blocks 
in the way of the Jews, that they could not know, own, believe and re- 
ceive him. And glorious is the adminiſtration of his life in Spirit, in this 
day of his power; but there are alſo blocks lying in the way of them to 
whom it is ſent, which cauſe them to ſtumble at it, and keep them both 
from letting it into them, and alſo from giving up to it. But bleſſed was 
he who was not offended in Chriſt then, and bleſſed is he who is not 
offended at him now. For he that is offended at him, who is life, and 
gives life, ſtumbling at the preſent way of diſpenſation which God hath 
choſen to give it out by, how ſhall he live? This is the cauſe that ſo many 
poor hearts lie mourning and grovelling on the earth, groaning becauſe of 
their ſing, / fearing becauſe of the ſtrength of the enemy, and the corrup- 
tions of their own hearts, which are continually ready to betray them into his 
hands; becauſe they know not him who hath ſtretched out his arm, and is 
come in his power to deliver; but are prejudiced againſt the way wherein 
he hath and doth deliver. Yea, they know not his voice who calls, Come 
unto me; I am the reſurrection and the life. He that believeth in me, ſball re- 
ceive my ſtrength; and though he were ever ſo weak, ſhall become as David; 
and though ever ſo unclean, ſhall find the waters which ſpring from my well to 
eleanſe him, and nouriſh him to life everlaſting. | | 


POSTS CNET. 13 
Haw tenderly did Chriſt viſit the Jews in the days of his fleſh ? How: 
powerfully, and in the true authority of God, did he preach among them? 
What mighty works did he ſhew ? And yet they could not believe. Why 
ſo? The enemy had entered them with his temptations, had got ſomewhat 
into their minds of a contrary nature, to keep out thereby the ſenſe, know- 
ledge, and acknowledgment of him. So that when their hearts were even 
overcome with his power and ſweet precious doctrine, and ready to yield; 
that this was he, this was the Chriſt indeed; then the enemy raiſed-up ſome 
argument or other to prejudice them againſt him, that he. 3 
beat them off, and drive them back again from owning or receiving him. 
This man is not of God, ſay ſome; for he keepeth not the ſabbath; He can- 
not be a prophet, ſay others, becauſe he is of Galilee, out of ' which no. pro- 
phet ariſeth He cannot be Chriſt, faith a third ſort, becauſe we Anm whence 
he is; but when Chriſt cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. He is not holy, 
ſtrict, and zealous, according to the law, ſay others; but a looſe perſon, a 
man gluttonous, and a wine-bibber ;, a friend of publicans and finners ;, ane who 
reacheth not his diſciples to faſt and pray (as the Phariſees did theirs, and 
John, who was generally looked upon as a prophet, did: his), but juſtifieth 
them in plucking the ears of corn on the ſabbath-day, and ſo thereby ra- 
ther encouraging them to break it, than ſtrictly to obſerve and keep it ac- 
cording to God's law. He is a. blaſphemer, ſay ſome (ſpeaks moſt horrid 
blaſphemy) making himſelf equal with God. He reproacheth the moſt ſtrict 
and zealous men that we have (even our teachers and interpreters. of the 
law and prophets) calling them hypocrites, painted ſepulchres, blind guides, &c. 
and pronounceth woe upon woe againſt them. And thoſe that are the 
children of Abraham he calls the children of the devil; and ſaith, He tbat 
committeth ſin, is the ſervant of fin; but if the Son (meaning himſelf) make 
you free, ye ſhall be free indeed. And if we will have life in us, we muſt be- 
lieve in him, and eat his fleſh, and drink his blood. (Did ever Moſes, or apy 
of the prophets, teach ſuch doctrine?) Again, he ſaith, Fa man keep my ſay- 
ing, he ſhall never ſee death; whereas Abraham and the prophets (who believed 
God, and kept his ſayings) are all dead. This made them even conclude 
he had a devil, Jobn viii. 52. So how could they underſtand him when he 
ſaid, he was the good ſhepherd, and the door, &c; and that all that ever. came 
before him were thieves and robbers; would they not look upon this as wit- 
neſſing of himſelf, and endeavouring to ſet up himſelf? And when he 
ſaid, Verily, verily, before Abraham was, I am; were they not ready to ſtone 
him, for ſpeaking a falſe and impoſſible thing, as it ſeemed to them; he 
manifeſtly being not yet fifty years old? But ſuppoſe it to be true that he 
was before Abraham, how then could he be the Meſſiah, who was to come 
of Abraham, and out of the loins of David, according to the ſcriptures ? 
And then for his miracles, having beforehand concluded that he was a bad 
man, a ſinner, a breaker of the ſabbath, a blaſphemer, a. deceiyer of the 
people, Cc. how eaſy was it for them to harden themſelves againſt _ | 
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and to infer that he wrought: not theſe things by the power of God, but 
by the aid and aſſiſtance of the devil, to overthrow the laws and ordinances 
of Moſes, and to ſet up himſelf and his new doctrine by? Indeed many 
(and ſame ſeemingly ſtrong and unanſwerable) were the exceptions which 
the wiſdom and underftanding in them (which was out of the lite and power 
of truth) formed againſt Chriſt, whereby they juſtified themſelves in their 
tefuſal of him, who was ſealed and ſent of the Father, and fo excluded 
themſelves the kingdom, and the righteouſneſs thereof. L 
Ihis is paſt, and they can condemn them now, who themſelves are acting 
over again the ſame thing in ſpirit. Ir pleaſeth the Lord thus to ſuffer 
things to be, ſtill ſo to give forth the diſpenſations of his life, as they alone 
that are in ſome meaſure of his life can diſcern them. And the ſame ſpirit 
(under a new guiſe) ſtill oppoſeth truth in its preſent appearance and diſ- 
penſation, and ſtirreth men up to ſlight and blaſpheme that holy name 
and power, which they that believe in are ſaved and ſanctified by, Well, 
what ſhall I ſay to you? Oh! that ye could diſcern ſpirits ! Oh! that ye 
could ſee what ſpirit ye are of, and whom ye ſerve, in oppoſing the preſent 
diſpenſation: of life! Oh! that ye could ſee — ye read ſcriptures out of that 


which wrote them, and bend them againſt that which wrote them, making 


yourſelves wiſe and ſtrong in a wrong wiſdom and knowledge againſt the 
Lord, and againſt his Chriſt, whom he hath ſet upon his holy hill of Sion, 
and who appeareth there, though you ſee it not. For Sion 1s not now lite- 
ral, or after the fleſh (the day is come, the ſhadows are gone); but Sion is 
the holy hill of God in Spirit, upon which the heavenly Jeruſalem was built, 
which is revealed, come down, and coming down from heaven, and many 
of the heavenly citizens dwell there already, and more are coming thither to 
dwell; for even from the eaſt, weſt, north, and ſouth, ſhall the gathering 
be, to fit with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the kingdom which cannot 
be ſhaken ; which kingdom was received by the Chriſtians formerly before 
the apoſtaſy, and is now received again, bleſſed be his name who lives and 
reigns in power over all the ſpirits of darkneſs and deceit, maintaining his 
pure life and truth in the hearts of his children, in deſpite of them all. 
But why ſhould you thus err in heart from the pure truth? Why ſhould 
| you not open to him that knocks in his holy power, and in the demon- 
ſtrations of his Spirit to your conſcience ? Why ſhould a ſubtil device of 
the deceiver be let in and hugged by you, to cauſe you to thruſt him 
back from your hearts who is the Word of eternal life, and with whom are 
the words of eternal life? The Lord God diſcover the deep deceits of the 
enemy to you, where he captivateth your hearts and underſtandings, that 
it may not be always ſaid of you, as it was of the Jews, be came unto his 
own, and his own received bim not! But to as many as received him, he gave 
power in the day of his fleſh; and he giveth much more power to them 
that receive him in ſpirit (in the day * his Spirit) to become the ſons of 
God. And becauſe they are ſons, he poureth out abundantly of his Spirit 
| upon 
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the Son, hath life: but he that not the Son (but blaſphemeth the 
appearance and light of his Spirit) hath not life; but is yet . 
dom and knowledge which is eath, and which keeps him dead. ö 


Now de Lord. of hs tender mercy make you ſenile eh gdf | 
your oppoſing and reſiſting, his truth; and alſo cauſe the ee 
| ſhine in your hearts, quickening and "guiding you thereby out of the 
land of — and darkneſs, into the holy land of life; — all that 
ſiuncerely breathe, after truth may (through the faithful travel) come to 
ſit down, dwell, and feed together in it, in the one power, in the 
one life, in the one Holy Spirit, where is pure reſt and * —_— 
Joy and ſatisfaction mee evermore. Amen. | 
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CHRIST, and his KSA bis a ing 
him our Fleſh : As alſo concerning his Fleſh ar 
Blood, and our deins fag e and feedin "S 


thereon, 


Ts. 
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FHETHER ork was not a . af; Cribs 
upon him our fleſh, for the red r target 
finned, and the ſatisfaction of the. juſtice offended 
Ruery 2. Whether the Father did not accordingly penguins a body be him, 
to do his will in all things in; 3 n to him che ac- 
cepable fri forth fin of th world.? : — _ 8 
uery 3 er it was not neceſſary, in this reſpo 
take upon him our fleſh, that he might —— 
temptations and infirmities, and become a —— f — 
and interceſſor for us? ä 
Query 4. Wherein lay the — and work of his. facrifice, and of all he 
did ? Did it lie chiefly on the thing done, or in the life wherein he did it, 
in that he did it in the pure faith and obedience to the Father? e became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs 3 and = _— 0 eter- 
_ OO hirnſelf without ſpor N | | 


Query 1. 
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Query 3. What was he, for whom the Father prepared a body, and who 
took it up to do the will, and did the will in it? Was he not the arm of 
God, the power of God, the Saviour and ſalvation of God, the Jeſus and 
Chriſt of Odd? 201 6.29921 TI 


» 


Query 6. To whom do the names and titles Jeſus and Chriſt chiefly and 
in the firſt-place belong? Do they belong to the body which was taken by 
him, or to him who took the body? The body hath its nature and proper- 
ties, and the eternal Ward, or Son of God (the pure ſpotleſs Lamb, the 
fountain of innocency) its natute and properties. Now the query is, which 
was the appointed Saviour of the Father? Which was the anointed of the 
Father, chiefly, and in the firſt place? Whether the body prepared, or he 
for whom the body was prepared, to do the will, and offer up the accept- 
able ſacrifice in? ALE. eee eee 

Query 7. Which is Chriſt's fleſh and blood which we are to partake of, 
whereof .we_are_to.. be. formed. which we are to eat and drink, and which 
is meat and drink indeed, nouriſhing to life everlaſting? Is it the fleſh and 
blood of thę body, which „ for, and taken by him, wherein he 
tabernacled and appeared? Oriis it the fleſn and blood of him, Who took, 
tabernacled, and appeared in the body? For that which he took upon him 
was our garment, even the fleſn and hlood of our nature, which is of an 
earthly periſhing nature; but he is of an eternal nature, and his fleſh, and 
blood, and · bones are of his nature. Now as the life and nature which is 
begotten in his, is ſpiritual; ſo that which feeds, and is the nourtſhment of 
it, muſt needs be of a ſpiritual and eternal nature.. 

Query 8. What is the bread which came down from heaven? Is not the 

bread and the fleſh all one? Oütwardly-viſible fleſh and blood was not in 
heaven, nor came down from heaven; but the bread of life did come 
down from heaven, which the heavenly birth feeds on and lives by. For 
that which redeems, that which is Jeſus (the Saviour) came down from hea- 
ven, and took upon him a body of fleſh here on earth, in which he mani- 
teſted himſelf as king, prieſt, and prophet, and did the work appointed him 
by the Father, John xvii. 1, Sc. a ont 26 ode, 
Query. g. What. was that which ſaved people outwardly from their out- 
ward infirmities and diſeaſes, while Chriſt was on earth in that body? Was 
it the body, or the life, power, and Spirit of the Father within the body, 
and maniteft through the body ? And can any thing leſs ſave inwardly ? Now 
chat which ſaves, that which hath the virtue and power of ſalvation in it, 
that the eye of faith is to fix upon, and not to ſtick or ſtop in that through 
which the life works it. | 1 

Query 10. Who was he that humbled himſelf, that made himſelf of no 
reputation, that took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of men, and found in faſhion (or habit) as a man? Was it the body 
of fleſh, or was it he that was glorified of the Father before the world was? 
And who is to have the honour and exaltation? At whoſe name is every knee 

| | to 
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to bow ? Is not the reward to him who laid down his glory to take upon him 
the body of fleſh, and appear in it, that he might honour, glorify and ful- 
fill che will af his Faber gk n r i eh en een 

Query 11. Are not the children and he of one? Are not he and they of 
the ſame ſtock ? (Both be that ſanttifieth, and they wubo are ſanctiſed, are ail 
of one, Heb. ii. 11.) Is it not from thence that he is not aſhamed to call 
them brethren, even becauſe he finds the nature, Spirit, and life of his Fa- 
ther in them? What makes a child to God? Is it not the being begotten of 
the Father, and born of the Spirit? And that which is born of the Spirit, 
is Spirit. Now mark: have we the denomination” and relation with Chriſt 
from that which is ſpiritual, and hath Chriſt himſelf the name from or be- 
cauſe of the body of fleſh ? Nay, nay; the name Chriſt was from the anoint- 
ing which was in the body, which ran into and filled the veſſel. It is true, 
the body, in and by the union, partakes with him of his name; but the 
name belongs chiefly and moſt properly to the treaſure in the veſſel. 

Query 12. What is it to put on Chriſt, or what is the putting on of 
Chriſt? Is it the putting on of that body of fleſh ? Or the putting on a be- 
lief concerning him, according to what is ſaid of him in ſcripture? Or is it 
not rather a putting on of his nature, his ſeed, his Spirit, his life, where with 
the ſouls of thoſe that are born from above are cloathed, as the body is. 
with a garment? „ CCC 
Query 13. Who was it that ſaid, I am the reſurrection and the life? Was 
it not Chriſt? And what did he ſay it concerning? Did he ſay it concerning 
the body, or did he ſay it concerning the power and virtue of the Father 
which was in the body? Did he nor ſay it concerning that which had the 
power of life in it before it took up the body, and had alſo the power of 
lite while it was in the body? yea, and could raiſe up not only other bodies, 
but that alſo after it had laid it down? For after it was laid in the grave, 
he could raiſe it up, and take it on again, as well as he did at firſt, when 
it was firſt prepared, Fohn x. 17, 18. 127 „ eee e 

Query 14. If I, or any one elſe, have felt the ſaving arm of the Lord 
revealed in us; if we have felt a meaſure of the ſame life, power, and 
anointing revealed in our veſſels as was revealed in his, is it not of the 
ſame nature ? Is it not the ſame thing? Is not Chriſt the ſeed? And is not 
this ſeed ſown in the heart? Now if this ſeed ſpring and grow up in me 
into a ſpiritual ſhape or form (though it be but of a babe), is not Chriſt then 
formed in me? If I be ingrafted into, and grow up in it, am I not in- 
grafted into Chriſt (the true olive-tree, the true vine) and do I not grow up 
in him? And is not this the ſame Chriſt that took upon him the body of fleſh, 
and offered it without the gates of Jeruſalem ? Is there any more than one, 
or is there any other than he? Is Chriſt divided? Is there one Chriſt within, 
and another without ? He that knoweth the leaſt meaſure of the thing, doth 
he not know the thing in ſome meaſure? And he that is in the leaſt mea- 


lure of the thing, is he not in the thing? He that knoweth the Son, dath 
Vol. II. D e 
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he not know the Father? And he that knoweth the Spirit, doth he not alſo 


know the Son? And he that is in the Spirit, is he not in the Son? For 
they are one nature and being. A man may have notions of the one, and 


not of the other; but their nature, their being, their life, their virtue is 
inſeparable. And as Chriſt ſaĩd concerning the Father, That he was in the 
Father, and the Father in him; and that he that ſaw him, ſaw the Father; 
ſo may it not be as truly affirmed (in the true ſenſe and underſtanding of 
life) concerning Chrift, that hie is in the Spirit, and the Spirit in him; and 
that he that ſeeth the Spirit, ſeeth him; and he that ſeeth him ſeeth the Spirit? 
For he is the Spirit, according to that ſeripture, 2 Cor. m. 17. Now the 
Lord is that Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. What 
to do? Why, to ſee and read within the veil, and to behold the glory of 
the Lord, which is revealed there; which they whom the veil was over 
formerly, or whom the veil is over now, have not liberty to do. Here is con- 
fuſion and impoſſibility to man's wiſdom; that Chriſt ſhould be all one with 
the Spirit; that Chriſt ſhould ſend the Spirit in his name, and alſo himſelf 
be the Spirit whom he ſends. (This is an hard ſaying, who can bear it?) 
And yet this confuſion to man, is God's wiſdom, and precious in their eye 
who are taught of him. 7 2155 10 Mü 

For it is one and the ſame Chriſt that was ſignified in types and ſhadows 


under the law, revealed in the fulneſs of time in that prepared body, and 


afterwards in Spirit. Now after he was aſcended, he received the Spirit ſo 
as he had not received him before; and fo having received the. promiſe of 
the Father, he fo diſpenſeth the Spirit to his brethren and diſciples, as it 
had not been diſpenſed before. Indeed he comforted and refreſhed his peo- 


ple under the law by his Holy Spirit, which was their inſtructor then, Neb. 


ix. 20. and taught them the things of God under types, ſhadows, and re- 
ſemblances. When he came in the body, he choſe out diſciples, whom he 


taught the things of the kingdom, and was a refreſher and comforter of 


them therein. And was not this another comforter than thoſe had under 
the law? Had the Jews before ever any ſuch comforter, as Chriſt was to 


his diſciples in his bodily preſence ? Now when he aſcends, he receives the 
Spirit from the Father, as the Father had promiſed him; and having ſo re- 


ceived him, he ſends him to them for their comforter. And may not this 
juſtly be termed another comforter than Chriſt was in his bodily preſence ? 
And yet is it not alſo the fame Spirit of life, that had been with them in 
that body ? So that it is another in the way of adminiſtration, but the 
ſame in ſubſtance ; even the Word which was from the beginning, the Spirit 
which was from everlaſting; and to everlaſting there is no other. 

Now as the Father ſent the Son, and yet was with and in the Son; fo 
the Son ſending the Spirit, he alſo is with and in the Spirit. And as it is 
the Father's will, that the ſame honour be given to the Son as 1s given to 
him; ſo it is the Son's pleaſure, that the ſame honour be given to his Spirit 
as is given to him. Yea, as he that will worſhip the Father, muſt = 

| ; | ſhip 


appear 
ance of the bridegroom, We know that the Son of God, the eternal life, 


1247 is waſhed, and whereof a man is born again? Is it outward or inward ? 
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ſhip the Son, muſt come ta him in the Son, muſt appear befare him in tho 
Son, muſt reverence and kiſs the Son; fo he that will came te Chriſt, will 
worſhip: him, muſt; come to him in the Spirit, muſt bow to him in tho 
Spirit. Yea, he that will know and worſhip Chrift in his fulneſs (in the 
majeſty of his glory, dominion, and power), muſt learn to bow at the 
loweſt appearance of his light and Spirit, even at the very feet of Jeſus; for 
that is the loweſt part of the bod x. jets Kiten 

Query 15. Did not the bridegroom go away, as to his appearance in fleſh, 
that he might come again in Spirit? Did not the apoſtles, who-knew his 
appearance in fleſh, and his tabernacling among them, know allo afterwards 
his appearance in Spirit, and his tabernacling in them? And were not their 
hearts filled with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory, becauſe of the preſence 


of the bridegroom ? Did they not know the man- child born and brought 


4 


forth in Spirit, as really as ever he was born and 1 forth in fle 
Yea, did they not travail and to bring him forth? Were there nat 


many in that day, who could ſay concerning the ſpiritual and inward 


the pure power and wiſdom of the Father, is come ? Did they not receive 
from him the underſtanding which he gives in and by his coming? Tea, 


vere they not in him that is true, even in Jeſus Chriſt the Son; who ia the 


true God, and life eternal? (1 John v. 20.) Had they not received the 
kingdom which could not be ſhaken'? And did they never ſee and converſe 
with the King in the kingdom ? Nay, did not he walk in them and they in 


him, and he fup with them and they with him, in the kingdom ? Oh that 
ye could read in Spirit! Oh! that ye did receive that meaſure of life from 


Chriſt, which the Father hath allotted you, that ye might read therein; 
but the letter (read out of the Spirit) darkeneth and kille tg 
Query 16. What is the laver + regeneration, or the water wherewith the 


| * 


Is it the water which ran out of the ſide of the natural body, when it was 
pierced with a ſpear? Or the water which ſprings from the fountain of life, 
the water which floweth from the Spirit? What are the waters which cor- 
rupt, mud, and defile the mind ? Are they outward waters? And what are 
the waters which purify and cleanſe it? Can they be of a lower nature than 
ſpiritual? What are the waters which anſwer the thirſt of the ſoul after 
life, after purity, after ſalvation that refreſh and glad the heart of him 
that drinketh thereof? Are they not from the pure river, clear as chyftal; 
which runs from the throne ? And if the water which cleanſeth and nou- 
_— the out be ſpiritual ; can the fleſh and blood (which _— not ſhort 

the water in its virtues, properties, and operations) be inferior to it in 
nature and kind? heres 33 | 7 „% Fed 
- Query 17. Can outward blood cleanſe the conſcience? Ye that are ſpiri- 


tual conſider. Can outward water waſh the ſoul clean? Ye that have ever 
felt the blood of ſprinkling from the Lord upon your conſciences, and your 
* | IF < 


conſciences 


* 
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conſciences cleanſed thereby; did ye ever feel it to be outward? It is one 
thing what a man 3 (in the way of notion) from the letter con- 
cerning the things of God, and another thing what a man feels in Spirit. 

Query 18. Seeing the apoſtle ſpeaks of puritying the heavenly things them- 
ſelves, Hebr. ix. 23. it would ſeriouſly be inquired into, and the Lord 
waited on, to know what nature theſe ſacrifices muſt be of, which cleanſe the 
heavenly things? Whether they muſt not of neceſſity be heavenly ? If fo, 
then whether was it the fleſh and blood of the veil, or the fleſh: and blood 
within the veil? Whether was it the fieſn and blood of the outward earthly 
nature, or the fleſh and blood of the inward ſpiritual nature ? Whether was 
it the fleſh and blood which Chriſt took of the firſt Adam's nature, or the 
fleſh and blood of the ſecond Adam's nature ? 

Query 19. What is that, wherein they that are in the Spirit, behold as in 
a glaſs, with open face, the glory of the Lord? Is it not Chriſt? And how 
is Chriſt ſo? Is it not as he is made manifeſt in Spirit? Doth he know 
Chriſt aright, or believe in him aright, that knoweth him according to his 
bodily appearance (that can relate, and firmly believe, what he did therein) 
or he tha t knoweth and believeth in his Spirit and power? Henceforth 
know we no man after the fleſh; no not Chriſt (ſaith the apoſtle), though 
we have known him ſo. What meaneth that? The ſame thing may be 
known ſeveral ways : outwardly, inwardly ; according to the fleſh, accord- 
ing to the Spirit. Now, if ye are of the Spirit, live in the Spirit 3 z if ye 
hve in the Spirit, know in the Spirit the things of God after the Spirit, as 
the Spirit reveals, as that which is born of God receives; and not as the 
wiſdom, underſtanding, reaſon, and fleſh of man can receive ; and then ye 
will come into fellowſhip with Chriſt, both in his death and reſurrection, 
and know indeed the reſurre&ioa both of the life and of the Py which 
to know, and be able to acknowledge in Jeſus, is very precious 

Query 20, Hath not Chriſt made us kings and prieſts to God, even his 
Father? What is it that is the king and prieſt in us? And if we be prieſts, 
muſt we not have ſomewhat to offer ? What have we to offer ? And what 
makes our facrifices favoury and acceptable ? Is it not that of his Spirit, 
that of his life, which is in them? Is it not the faith, the love, the obe- 
dience (which are all of him) wherein they are offered ? If we ſhould give 
our bodies to be burned (in the way of teſtifying to truth), without this 
would they be accepted ? If we give but a cup of cold water in this, is it 
not accepted ? 

Now, is the life, the faith, the obedience of the Son, 4 thing which is 
of value in us? And was it not the ſame which was of value in him? 
What did the Father require of the Son, for ſatisfaction for Adam's diſ- 
obedience? Was it not the obedience of the ſecond Adam, which weighed 
down the tranſgreſſion and diſobedience of the firſt? Doth not this make 
all righteous (who are of him, and found in his nature), as the tranſgreſſion 
ef the firſt made all unrighteous ? Rom. v. * Sacrifice and offering _ 

wo 
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vouldſt not. Lo I come to do thy will, O God! (He taketh away the firſt, 
that he may eſtabliſh the ſecond.) „* which will we are ſanctified, thro* 
the offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all, Heb. x. 9, 10. What 
can be plainer to that which hath truth's ear? So, by truth manifeſted in 
the heart, there is nothing denied of what is ſaid concerning Chriſt in 
| ſcripture, but every thing owned, believed, and received in its proper 
I e f 
1 Query 21. Who is the captain of our ſalvation? Who is it that girdeth 
himſelf with might, riding on conquering and to conquer all the enemies 
of the ſoul ? Is it not the Lamb ? Is it not Chriſt? Is it not he whoſe name 
is called the Word of God? And yet how can it be he? Is not he to ſit at 
God's right hand, until his enemies be made his footſtools? 
Query 22. What is the water and Spirit, whereof a man muſt be bern 
again, or he cannot ſee the kingdom of God? Is it Chriſt's fleſh and blood 
or no? His fleſh ſaw no corruption; and incorruptible fleſh and blood may 
enter the kingdom, though corruptible cannot. | 55 
Query 23. What did all the types, veils, and ſhadows under the law ſig- 
nify ? Did they ſignify another veil ? Did they ſignify or ſhadow out that 
which was outward ? Or did they ſhadow out and ſignify that inward life, 
virtue, and ſaving power, which was the ſubſtance of all? - 4 
Query 24. Is not the ſubſtance, the life, the anointing called Chriſt, 
where: ever it is found? Doth not the name belong to the whole body (and 
every member in the body) as well as to the head? Are they not all of 
one; yea, all one in the anointing? Was not this the great deſire of his 
heart to the Father, that they all might be one, even as the Father and 
Chriſt were one, Jobn xvii. 21. 23. And fo being one in the ſame Spirit 
(one in the ſame life, one in the ſame divine nature, 2 Pet, 1. 4. even par- 
takers of God's holineſs, Heb. xii. 10.) Chriſt is not aſhamed to call Km 
brethren, Heb. ii. 11. nor is the apoſtle aſhamed to give them the name 
Chriſt together with him, x Cor. xii. 12. The body is the ſame with the 
head; one and the ſame in nature; and doth not the name belong to the 
nature in the whole? So that the name is not given to the veſſel, but to the 
nature, to the heavenly treaſure, to that which is of him in the veſſel, 
to that which the Lord from heaven begets in his own image and like- 
1 2 of his own ſubſtance, of his own ſeed, of his own Spirit and pure. 
 _ Query 25. What was that live coal from the altar, whereby the prophet 
Iſaiah's iniquity was taken away, and his ſin purged ? Iſa. vi. 6, 7. Can 
any thing purge away ſin, but the blood of Chriſt? © | 
Ruery 26. What are the leaves of the tree of life, which are for the 
healing of the nations? Is not Chriſt the tree of life ? Is there any other 
tree of life beſides him? Is there any other healer ? And what do theſe 
leaves of the tree of life heal the nations of? Do they not heal them of 
their fins, and of the ſickneſſes and diſtempers of their ſouls becauſe of 


their 


12 "Iu | @ weries concerning Cb, &c. 
their ſins ? And hare theſe —_ avy of the blood of Chriſt in them or 
no? 

Query 27. 1s, not Chriſt the true vine, the true alive-tree ; "the living 
vine, the living olive · tree; the ſpiritual vine, the ſpiritual olive tree; into 
which all the jpiritually-living are ingrafted? As the Father is the huſband - 
man; ſo is not the Son the vine? And hath not this ſpiruual this eternal 
vine in it juice and ſap of an eternal ek And is not this ſap its 
blood ? - 

Query 28. Is there not a choice vine, to which: the foal and ales colt of 
the ſeed of Judah i is tied? And are not the garments and clothes of the 
true Jews waſhed in the wine, and in the blood of the grapes of this vine? 
Gen, xlix. 11. 

Query 29. What is that which the 8 nature days ? And what is the 
blood which the earthly nature ſhall diſcloſe, and the ſlain which it ol no 
more cover ? 

very 30. What are the robes which are waſhed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb? And how are they waſhed and made white therein ? 
And what is the blood (of what nature ? earthly or ſpiritual 2) wherein 
they are waſhed and made white ? 

Query 31. What is it to have, or how come we to have, fellowſhip with 
Chriſt in his death, and to ſuffer and be crucified with him? Is it by hav- 
ing our natural bodies crucified on the ſame croſs of wood (or ſome ſuch- 
| like one) as his body was crucified on? Or by having the fleſhly nature 
crucified, ſubdued, and worn out of our ſouls, minds, ſpirits, 22 by the 
power of the Spirit ? Rom. viii. 13. Now if the fleſh we are to 3 5 
be of ſuch a nature and kind; to wit, inwardly and ſpiritually corrupt 
muſt not the fleſh of Chriſt, which we are to put on inſtead thereof, be — 
as deep, inward, and ſpiricual a nature? What is the fleſh whereof we are 
to be uncloathed, before we can be cloathed with Chriſt ? Is. it outward or 
| bodily? And what is Chriſt's fleſh we are to put on? Is that any more out- 
ward or bodily, than that which we are to put off? 

Query 32. Is not the fleſh and blood, which they that have otemnal life 
feed on, and which nouriſheth them up to life eternal (they continuing to 
feed thereon, and not feeding afterwards on ſtrange fleſh, and ſtrange 
blood); I ſay, is not this fleſh and blood Spirit and life? For that is it 
which profiteth, Jobn vi. 63. Is it not the Ach and blood of the word? 
Was not the word made fleſh? And did not the word, who was made fleſh, 
dwell and appear in a tabernacle of fleſh, and cauſe the glory of his own 
divine fleſh, to ſhine through that earthly fleſh ? Oh! read and conſider, 
that ye who have ſtumbled and murmured againſt the truth, may ſtumble 
or murmur no more, but now at length receive the pure and precious doc- 
trine thereof (and ſo come to witneſs the fulfilling of that promiſe, Ja. 
XXIX, 18,—24. 4 and praiſe him who giveth . 


| Some Queries concerning Chriſt, &c. 23 
Anery 33. Is not the true church, fleſh of Chriſt's fleſh, and bone of his 
bone? Is not the falſe, or antichriſtian church, fleſh of antichriſt's Reth, 

and bone of antichriſt's bone ? What is the fleſh of the ſpiritual whore, 
which is to be ſtripped naked and burnt with fire? Shall ever the church, 
which is of Chriſt's fleſh, be ſtripped naked and burnt with fire? Nay, 
doth not his fleſh make able to abide the devouring fire, and to dwell nh 
the everlaſting burning? Fo 6, a ee we na Sarde 

Query 34. What is the pure milk of the word, which is milked out tothe 
babes from the pure breaſt ? And what is the breaſt from which it is milked 
out? Is it of the fleſh of Chriſt or no? ho 

Query 35. Are not the wicked of the ſeed and fleſh of the ſerpent? Is 
not that the body of fleſh, of ſin, of death, which 1s to be put off? And 
are not they who are renewed in = of the ſeed and fleth of Chriſt ?" ts 
not that the body or garment of holineſs, of Tighteouſneſs, af life, which 
is to g _N.:\ [to Inn 

Query 36. Ts it not as neceſſary that the eternal word be made fleſh in- 
wardly, that fo the children may feed on him, as it was for him to take on 
him an outward body of fleſh, to ſuffer and die for them, and to fulfil all 
Spirit in? | N F 'Y 

Query 37. Is there not that which ſpiri 


| | TY EE. 
tually is called Sodom and Egypt? 
And do not they which .dwell there, inſtead of eating Chriſt's fleſh, and 
drinking his blood, put his fleſh to pain, crucifying it in and to themſelves, 
trampling under foot the Son of God, and counting the blood of the cove- 
nant an unholy thing? Read the figure. Did not outward Ifrael ſuffer in 
outward Egypt? Did not juſt Lot ſuffer in Sodom? Doth not the-ſpiritual 
ſeed ſuffer in and by ſpiritual Egypt? Doth not the fleſh of the holy and 
juſt one ſuffer in and by ſpiritual Sodom? it EDO 7 
Query 38. What is that which the Gentile-Chriſtians, who are not Jews 
inward, circumciſed in heart and fpirit, who know not the inward temple 
(the place of the true Jews worſhip, where they worſhip the Father in Spirit 
and truth), but only worſhip in the outward court, which God hath caſt off, 
and left out of his meaſure, Rev. xi. 2. I ſay, What is that holy city 
which theſe Gentiles tread under foot forty=two months? Is it the church, 
which is of the fleſh and bones of Chriſt, or no? | | 
Fe that knoweth the ſubſtance, the feed of the kingdom, the birth of 
the Spirit, knoweth the fleſh and blood which is of the ſeed. And this 
fieſh is fleſh indeed, this blood is blood indeed, even the fleſh and blood of 
the ſeed's nature; but the other was but the/fleſh and blood of our nature, 
which he honoured in taking upon him, in which he did the will, in which 
he offered up the acceptable facrifice; but yet did not give the honour from 
his own fleſn and blood to it. For the fleth and blood of our nature, was 
not his own naturally, but only as he pleaſed to take it upon him and 
make it his. But that whereof he formeth us (and which he giveth us to 
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24 An Incitation 10 Profeſſors, &qc. 
eat and drink), is the fleſh and blood of his own nature; and this was it 


wherein was the virtue, and wherein is the virtue, life, and power for ever. 


Happy ! erf is he who is of it, who is taleen out of and formed of 


him (as Eve was of Adam), and ſo becomes fleſn of his fleſn, and bone of 


his bone. Then will he know the myſtery of life, feed on the thing itſelf, and 
not ſtumble about appearances and expreſſions, as thoſe chat are out of 
and from the thing itſelf do, through the darkneſs of their mind, and be- 
cauſe of their ignorance of the thing ſpoken of in the ſcriptures. 
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An, Incitation to PROr Ess ORS ſeriouſly to. conſider, 
Whether they or we fail, in the true Acknowledg- . 
ment and Owning of the CHRIST which died at 


JERUSALEM. 


E, who are commonly called QuAk RRS, being a people whom, the 
Lord hath gathered (out of the wanderings, out of the many pro- 


feſſions, out of the ſeveral ſcattered eſtates and conditions, wherein his . 
; 


pitied us, and his love found us out) into a'meaſure of the eternal re 

where we have found that life, that power, that manifeſtation of the eter- 
nal Spirit, and that redeeming virtue, which we never were before diſtin&- 
ly acquainted with; I ſay, having taſted of this, having known this, having 
felt this, and come to a real enjoyment of it, in ſome degree, in our ſeve- 
ral meaſures; we could not poſſibly conceal this treaſure, but in bowels 
of love (and in the movings of the life and power of the Spirit) have been 
drawn to teſtify of it to them who are left behind, groveling under the 
burthen of corruption, and crying out becauſe of the ſin and bondage 
from the powers of darkneſs, who have in a miſt with-held' their eyes from 
beholding that living virtue, which is able to ſave (and doth ſave, bleſſed 
be his name) therefrom. 4 VHP 

Now this we have often found; That this our teſtimony hath not been 
received in the ſame Spirit and love wherein it hath gone forth; but the 
enemy (by his ſubtilty) hath raiſed up jealouſies concerning us, and pre- 
judices againſt us, as if we denied the ſcriptures and ordinances of God, 
and that Chriſt that died at Jeruſalem ; profeſſing him only in words (to 
win upon others by), but denying him in reality and ſubſtance. 

To clear this latter (for my heart is only at this preſent drawn out con- 
cerning that), we have ſolemnly profeſſed, in the fight of the Lord God 
Sewn hath given us the knowledge of his Son in life and power) theſe two 
things, | | t 


Firſt, 


| fulneſs of time, in that prepared body, to do che Father's will (his coming 
into the world, doctrine, miracles, ſufferings, death, reſurrection, &.) in 
orgy” and ſimplicity of heart, according as it is expreſſed in the letter 


| Secondly, That we own no other Chriſt than that, nor hold forth no 
other thing for Chriſt, but him who then appeared, and was made manifeft 
| Now it would be nakedly enquired into by profeſſors,” what is the reaſon 
that their jealouſies ſtill remain concerning us, and why they are till fo 
ready to this upon us? Certainly if they did know and own the ſame 
thing with us (in the Spirit, and in the power, in the life, and in the love, 
which is of the truth) this prejudice and theſe hard thoughts could not 're- 
main. But if they themſelves do not know Chriſt in the Spirit (but only ac- 
cording to a relation of the letter) no marvel though they miſs both of the 
Spirit, and of the true intent and meaning of the letter; and like wiſe be 
liable to claſh againſt the truth, as it is made manifeſt in others. * 
And indeed the Lord hath ſhewn me in Spirit ſeveral times, that they 
themſelves are guilty of that very charge (and that he will fo implead them at 
his judgment-ſeat) which they caſt upon us, even of denying that Chriſt 
which Tied at Jeruſalem to be the Chriſt. For he that owneth the words of 
ſcripture, as he apprehends or conceives them in the reaſonings of his 
mind, and doth not wait to have them revealed in the Spirit, keeping out 
of his own reaſonings and conceivings, and waiting patiently till No Load 
open. the thing in the Spirit, he ſetteth up his own conceivings, or an 
image in his mind, of the mind of the Spirit, but miſſeth of the thing it- 
ſelf, which alone is known in che Spirit, by them who wait upon the Spirit, 
there to receive it, and are not haſty to ſet up their own reaſonings and 
imaginations concerning the thing in the mean time. > 201 | 
No man can in truth call Jeſus'the Lord but by the Spirit. But any man 
that is any thing ſerious, and weighs the ſcriptures in the natural part, may 
io learn to acknowledge his coming into the world, and that he is Lord and 
King, Sc. and may thus call him Lord, yea, and kindle a great heat in 
his affeQtions towards him; but all this (out of the life, out of the Spirit) is 
but man's image, which he forms in his mind, in his reading the ſcrip- 
tures, and obſerving things therefrom. But the true calling Jefus Lord, 
is from the feeling of his eternal virtue in the Spirit, and finding the ſcrip-- 
tures opened to him by the Spirit, in a principle which is above the reaſon, 
comprehends the reaſon, and confounds and brings it to nothing. 
Again; there is no true knowledge of Chriſt, no living knowledge, no ſavin 
knowledge, no knowledge which hath the eternal virtue in it; but that whic 
15 received and retained in a meaſure of light given by God to the creature, 
in the faith which is the gift, in the grace which is ſupernatural and ſpiritual ; 
whereas the reaſoning part is but natural. And ſuch as have received the 
Vor, II. | E ſpiritual 
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ſpirityal; underſtanding, know it to be diſtinct from the natural; and we 


ſhew plainly that they know not what it is. 


life. This we certainly know, and can never call the bodily garment Chriſt, 


the living ſubſtance in all theſe, and meeting with a ſhadow; which may pleaſe 


26 A. IncidydignFea:Profeſare). tis. 


experimentally find a very clear diſtinction, between ſcriptures ſearched out 
by the teaſonings of the mind (and ſo practices drawn therefrom) and ſcrip- 
tyres opened by the Spirit, and felt in the hife. + + | 5 oy 
Now that profeſſors generally have not received their kno of Chrift 
from. the Spixit, or from ſcriptures. opened in the Spirit (and ſo know not 
the thing, but only ſuch a relation of the thing as man's 1 Part 
may drink in from the letter of the ſcriptures) is manifeſt by this, in that 
they are not able in ſpirit and underſtanding to diſtinguiſh the thing itſelf 
from the garment where with it was cloathed, though the ſcriptures be very 
expreſs therein. Speak of Chriſt according to. a relation of the letter, 
there they can ſay ſomewhat ; but come to the ſubſtance, come to the ſpirit 
of the thing, come to the thing itſelf, there they ſtutter and ſtammer, and 


No the ſcriptures do. exprefly diſtinguiſh between Chriſt and the gar- 
ment which he wore; between him that came, and the body in which he 
came; between the ſubſtance which was veiled, and the veil which veiled 
it. Lo! I come; a body haſt thou prepared me. There is plainly he, and the 
body in which he came. There was the outward veſſel, and the inward 


but that which appeared and dwelt in the body. Now if ye indeed know 
the Chriſt of God, tell us plainly what that is which appeared in the body ? 
Whether that was not the Chriſt before it took up — body, after it took 
up the body, and for ever? | | | 

And then their confining of Chriſt to that body, plainly manifeſteth that 
they want the knowledge of him in ſpirit. For Chriſt is the Son of the Fa- 
ther; he 1s the infinite eternal being, One with the Father, and with the 
Spirit, and cannot be divided from either ; cannot be any-where where they 
are not, nor can be excluded from any place where they are. He may 
take up a body, and appear in it; but cannot be confined to be. no-where 
elſe but there; no, not at the very time while he is there, Chrift, while 
he was here on earth, yet was not excluded from being in heaven with the 
Father at the very ſame time; as he himſelf ſaid concerning i himſelf, The 
Sen of man, which is in heaven, John iii. 13. Nor was the Father excluded 
from being with him in the body; but the Father was in him, and he 
in the Father: whereupon he ſaid to Philip, He that bath ſeen me, bath ſeen 
the Father, What! did every one that ſaw that body, ſee the Father alſo ? 
Nay, not fo; but he. that ſaw Chriſt, the Son of the living God, whom 
fleſh and blood revealed not, but the Father only (Matt. xvi. 16, 17.) he 
ſaw the Father alſo. 

O Friends! look to your knowledge of Chriſt, and to your faith and know- 
ledge of the ſcriptures, and to your prayers alſo; for it is eaſy miſſing of 


and make a great ſhew in the earthly part, in the natural underſtanding and 
| o affections, 


Tante aer dene eee eee en ee 
Firſt, That nothing can fae bur the kriowledge, of Chriſt, even af that 
very Chrift, and no other, Who took upon him che prepated Body, and 
offered it up at Jeruſalem; Int. ] ³ĩ“]sT YH 

Secondly, That no knowledge of Chriſt can fave but the Iivi g know- 
ledge. Not a knowledge of him after the letter (which the carnal p. 
may get much of, and value itfelf much by), but a Knowledge of him in the 
Spirit; which is only ö is beporteh and born of the Spirit, 
and only retained by that which abides and remains in the Spirit, and runs 
not out into the fleſhly reafonings, imaginings, and conceivings, about the 
things mentioned in the ſcriptu re. 

- Thirdly; That that man h knoweth not Chriſt in ſpirit, nor keepe 
cloſe to him in ſpirit; but — dirknels and miſguidance of the mit 
of deceit) calleth the ſhinings'of his light (his reproofs, His checks for that 
which is evil, and his ſecret motions to that which is good) natural; this 
man, though he ſeem” to own Chriſt ever ſo much according to the letterz 
yet in truth denies him. AST ee 
Fourthly, He that denies Chriſt (in his knockings and viſitations of him 
in his own heart, and before men in the truths which he holds forth By his 
ſervants and minifters of his Spirit) him will he deny before his Father in hea- 
Oh! I beſeech you do not trifle about theſe things (for they are exceed. 

ing weighty) leſt ye periſh from the way! For miſſing of the Saviour, ye 
muſt needs alſo miſs of the falvation. that ye knew your ſtate, as God 

knows it to be, and as it is certainly known and felt, in the meaſure of his 
life and Holy Spirit, by thoſe' which God hath gathered thither, and whoſe 
eyes he hath opened, and preferveth open there; glory be to his name 
therefore: yea; glory, glory, glory, and everlaſting praiſes be ſung to hintebrough- 
ont all the holy land', yea, in the: very \heights of Sion, by the fou off the rei 
deemed, from henceforth and for evermore; Amen: whoſe mich love, grace, wif 
dom, power, and rich goodneſs remaineth and endurelb for ever; by and in 
the redeemed live to his praiſe; who have” overcome by the” blood of the Lamb, 
*vhoſe blood" they know what it ir, and none elſe knoweth it; but they who-feel 
the ſprinkling and virtue of it. Lo! this is our God, toe have tone for him, 
and hom can we but be glad, and rejoice in bis ſalvation! Ob] let all that live 
by the breath of thy power, and drink of 'thy'fireams, Sing” praiſe unto thee, and 
exalt thy great and wonderful name for ever and ever,” „ 
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Some ProrosITIONs and Cons DERATIONs: concerning 
© the Nature of Church-Worſhips and Ordinances fince 
the Days of the Apoſtles, for the fake of the Simpli- 
1 city which hath been long held captive therein. 


TE that would know the true ſtate of the church, and ordinances. 
thereof, muſt wait upon God in fear and humility of heart, who alone 
is able to give the true knowledge and underſtanding of theſe/ things. And 
he that cometh to the Spirit, waiteth in the — and receiveth the true 
light from the Spirit, he ſhall be able to meaſure ages and generations paſt 

as with a ſpan, and ſee clearly (in that light) how things were before the 
apoſtaſy, how while the church was in the wilderneſs, and how things ſhall 
be again after the apoſtaſy, when the church cometh out of the wilder- 
neſs. She herſelf is the ſame in all; but her ſtate is different, according 
to the wiſdom and good pleaſure of him who variouſly diſpoſeth of her. 
One while ſhe is cloathed, appearing in the beauty and glorious dreſs which 
the Lord had put upon her. Another while ſhe is ſtripped of her outward 
garments, and the harlot drefſed therewith, and appearing therein. After 
which ſeaſon ſhe is adorned again as gloriouſly (if not more gloriouſly) than 
before; but whether ever ſhe appears more in thoſe garments wherein the 
harlot had been dreſſed, and wherein ſhe had long appeared (even all the 
time of the apoſtaſy) the Lord would be inquired of, and waited on to 


know. Now to help the tender and upright hearts towards the true fenſe 


of theſe things, the Propoſitions and Conſiderations following are given. - 
forth, which he that ſincerely waiteth on the Lord, from him may receive 
the true underſtanding and right acknowledgment of. _ 

1. That upon the coming of Chriſt, and the change of that outward 
covenant, the diſtinction between the outward Jew and Gentile fell, they 
becoming all one, as in relation to Chriſt; and then another diſtinction 
2 in relation to the faith, believers becoming Jews now, and unbelievers 

ntiles. | | | 

2. That theſe true and inward Jews had not only the inward faith, the 
life, the power, the Spirit; but alſo a miniſtry, ordinances, and gifts of 
the Spirit relating to their preſent ſtate. | 
3. That there was a time, after a long and ſharp fight between the true 
miniſters, who appeared in the true light and power of the true _—_ and 
the falſe miniſters, who alſo appeared as miniſters of righteouſneſs, and as 


in the power of the Spirit, but were not ſuch indeed, but inſtructed by Sa- 
tan to transform themſelves into a reſemblance and likeneſs of miniſters of 
| | _ lighteouſneſs: 


* 


Some Propofitions and Conſiderations, &. 29 
righteouſneſs : for though they ſaid they were apoſtles, and ſeemed ſo in 
appearance; yet their ſpirit (being tried) was found not to be — 
of the 5 1 1 ſay, there was a time, when there was a diviſion (or ſepa- 
ration) made, between the inward temple: and the outward court. 

dt and — b 


worſhip in Spirit and tri ur given to the unbelievers, the worſhippers 
out 'of the true faith, the worſhippers out of the Spirit, and out of the 
life. „ Ot Pig 1B Ofay by watts. Yo i ad ee es 


5. That henceforward (ſince this ſeparation) the believers, or true Jews, 
are not to be expected in the outward court (in the worſhip thereof; wherein 
they were found before this ſeparation), but the unbelievers, the Gentiles 
| (who have not the true nature, but at beſt. but the appearance of the Jew) 
are to be expected there, and the true Jew is to be looked tor and faund 
more in ward. er, eee 0 e oel, 
6. That therefore which allureth to look for God there, and to wait for 
him in the ways and worſtnps of this time of the ſeparation, is not the true 
Spirit (Which rightly guideth the ſimple heart to the place where God ap- 
ars, and where he is to be waited for); but the wrong ſpirit, who, when 
he cannot ſtifle the ſimplicity, and hinder it from breathing and ſeeking af-⸗ 
ter God, — os a, > > id 5 ele oP 2 Ra 
7. That the great way o ſpirit's miſguiding and miſleading the ho- 
neſt heart, in its breathing and longing ſtate, is not by a direct tak it off 
from. ſeeking after God; but rather by pointing it to a way to: ſeek him in, 
wherein he once appeared, and was enjoyed, but is now withdrawn from. 
8. He that will keep cloſe to God, and not be withdrawn from him 
muſt watch to his Spirit, and know the leadings of it, elſe he will not fol- 
low the Lamb 2 he goes; but ſtay behind in ſome obſervation 
or practice which the Lamb is gone out of; and ſo miſs of his leader, and 
meet (inſtead thereof) with another leader, even the ſpirit of antichriſt, who 
enters into the outward. court, and outward. practices, ſo ſoon as ever the 
Spirit of God hath left them. i Fg ebe 4pir eb: 
9. That God's people, ſince his withdrawing inward, and giving the 
outward court to the Gentiles, have been much deceived; by the antichriſtian 
ſpirit, and led captive into Babylon; inſomuch as God, when he cometh ta 
overthrow antichriſt, with the Babylon of his building, finds them there, and 
calls them out from thence. For the light growing low, and the deceit 
great, and the ſpirit ſubtil; how can the poor, weak, innocent babe eſpy. 
that ſpirit, and eſcape his ſnares, when he tempts to thoſe; very paths and 
ways of worſhip wherein the ſaints had walked and met with God, before the 
e of the Lord departed out of them and gave them up to the Gen- 
tiles ? | + {pt 1 -4 | % i ett GeolliGg San 75 1. 
10. That there is danger to the people of God of not underſtanding his 
call out of Babylon, but abiding there, through the ſubtil entanglements — 


- 
8 
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go Some Propofitice 5 Caf are, Sc. 
the falls ſpirit who bewircheth (with tlie cup of fornication) to imalee Ba- 
bylon appear as Sion; her decttities as the trutha of the 28. her ordi- 
ae ways of unt nr Nr Dem e Ways For | 
the deceit is exceedin myſtery inicruity vrry 1 
ine heart cloſe which — drawing to a 3 and if 
he Lord God is not ſtrong and vigilant, who judgeth the whore, ſhe would 
Rik keep her hold of the heart; and if the Heart be not kept very cloſe to 
tho Lord in the judgment, it canner” come out of Babylen, but will ftill 
be entangled and held in ſome part or other of the myſtery of its deceit. 

"Ix, Such of the people of God as do not wait to underſtand and receive 
me full call, and 0 do not follow the 8 out of that city of 
abominations; but by her ſudtilties, and and outward withcrafts; are 
held captive therein, and found in any part thereof when the Lord cometh 
to judge her; ſuch muſt partake of the plagues from the hand of the Lord, 
who will not ſpare her, nor the ſpirits of his deareſt people who are found 
chere, in the day of his viſitation and righteous judgments:. 

Therefdre come out of her, come out of her, C 0 ye that love your ſouls, 
and the pure preſence and freſh light of God's. countenance! Te. that 
know what it is to provoke him to jealouſy, and fear the weight of his _ 
upon your ſpirits; ye that love the holy land, the holy city, and temple of 
the living God, oh! come out of that impure building, that 'fleſhly build- 
ing, thoſe fieſhly ways and worſhips which that ſpirit adorneth, to make 
them appear as if they were ſpiritual. Oh !. depart ye, depart ye, out of 
your new removes; for they are alſo polluted, and not your reſt; but Jhort 
of that wherein the reſt, the peace, t preſence of the Lord of life is felt 
by others, and to be found by you. 

And conſider this, if ever ye will come to the holy city, which was once 


built in the days of the apoſtles, but (ſince the diviſion of it from the out- 


ward court) hath been trodden down, and trampled under the fret of the 
unbelievers, even while they have been worſhipping in the 'outward court 
(which God once built and choſe, but afterwards withdrew his Spirit from, 
and gave up to the unbelievers; I ſay, if ever you will come to this holy 
city, the holy land wherein it is built, and the holy hill whereon it was 
founded, ye muſt paſs through the wilderneſs, be exerciſed in the wilder- 


neſs, even till ye are fitted brd it; and not ſtrive to raiſe up a building your- 


ſelves in the hkeneſs of it; but wait till God hath hewn and prepared the 
ſtones by his Spirit, and then (by the il of the Spirit) build up his Sion 
again. 

W in the fear of the Lord, conſider ſeriouſly, meekly, humbly, 
and brokenly, that the Lord may manifeſt your preſent ſtate and condition 
unto you, whether ye have not erred in theſe. things as well as others, and 
have not cauſe to repent of your forwardneſs herein, and to acknowledge 
that your buildings have been raiſed in the forwardneſs of your own ſpirits, 
and in the confidence of your reaſonings upon ſcripture- words, without feel- 


ing 


Some Prapoſitioms and Gonfideratidns, &c. 31 
ing the preſence (guidance and holy power) of God's Spirit raiſing up the 
foundation of many generations, and rearing his own pure houſe upon his 
oH, Y f / re et 
In the Lord's hand is the time and ſeaſon of building his on houſe. 
David, though his deſire. was approved, yet might not build the outward 
temple in the time of his. choice; but God's time and ſeaſon was to / be 
waited for, both for the firſt building, and for the rebuilding of it. There 
is likewiſe a ſeaſon for the rebuilding of ſpiritual Sion, after the long captivity 
it in myſtery Babylon. Now he that is forward, building before the time 
and ſeaſon of the Spirit, buildeth without the Spirit, and his building is not 
of the Spirit, but of the nature of Babylon, which is wholly to be 
from, and left behind, in the ſoul's travels and progreſs towards Sian: and 
whatever is of the nature of Babylon, muſt at length fall with Babylon (in 
the day of her terrible judgment) if the Lord in mercy do not ſhake it, and 
cauſe it to fall before. | 5 „ YET 26 7 

Therefore, O all profeſſors! awake out of the fleſh, and all fleſhly rea- 
ſonings, into the Spirit of life; and examine there both your inward and 
outward. buildings, that your loſs be not great, and your anguiſh.unutter- 
able in the day of the Lord, when all thoſe buildings, which are raiſed and 
| preſerved in the pure life and power, ſhall ſhine in the beauty and Boy of 
God's Spirit, and the greateſt glory of fleſh and fleſhly buildings fade and 


wither. 
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The Sounding of Bowels towards thee, O ENGLAND 


A RL in the morning, on the 26th day of the Sixth Month, 2660, 
. * in the freſhneſs and quick ſenſe of ay — 2 | 
again and again. O land, England, England! ho good 1 it been 
for thee, that thou 7 and pax Fry n d way of peace! 
There is a way of peace for perſons and nations to know and walk in; 
but every perſon and nation doth not know and walk in this way, but rather 
MM bat is the way nt e. , e e e Wo 
Anſw. It is the way 24 * pure wiſdom, the way of the light and 
guidance of God's Spirit, from whom the creature came, and by whom 
alone it can be rightly ordered. He that waiteth on him for counſel, he that 
ſubjecteth to, and walketh in his counſel, he walketh in the way of peace. 
Queſt. phat is the way of trouble? {20 X 
Avſw. The way of a man's own wiſdom and counſel. For a man or nation 
to do that which is right in their own eyes. This is the way of man, where- 
by he thinks to eſtabliſh himſelf, and put an end to his troubles ; but he 
errs therein, as in the end he ſtill finds to his woe. Now, 


32 De Sounding of Bowels, &c. 
Now, O England! conſider; haſt thou has the guidance of God? Hath 
the light which hath guided thy ſteps been lighted. by him, or 2 and 
thy ſoul's enemy ? For there is a ſpirit (of a contrary nature to God) near 
man, which he ſuddenly taketh counſel of, when his heart is not acquainted 
with, nor receiveth counſel of the Lord. And this eounſellor is the de- 
ſtroyer both cf perſons and nations, leading them in ways of ruin and ſub- 
verſion, under an appearance of being the proper ways of peace and ſet- 
demege” ese | ps SORE bo ie © -S | 
It is true of nations, as well as perſons, that what they ſow, that ſhall 
they alſo reap. God meaſureth out their time unto them, and when that 
is over, his time of judging and pleading with them comes. And woe is 
then unto them who have acted in their own wills and wiſdoms, out of the 
re counſel and fear of the Lord, wherein they ſhould have ſtood and 

en guided. Nr £ INT 2 

It 1. day of trouble and diſtreſs. The weight of the iniquity of this na- 

tion begins to be felt upon it. Oh! let every one ſearch and bow before 
the Lord, under his righteous judgments ! that there may be no going on 
in that which bringeth and will increaſe the judgment ; but a turning to- 
wards that whioh intercedes, and opens the ſprings of mercy. 
Two things lie heavy on this nation; to wit, a running on in tranſ- 
greſſions of ſeveral kindsag ainſt the Lord (forgetting his tender mercies, with 
the days of former diſtreſs) and an afflicting others whom he loves, and hath 
led, and is leading out of tranſgreſſion. Oh! that theſe things might come 
to an end, that the anger of the Lord might ceaſe, and the ways of his 
judgments and pleading with this nation be ſtopped; for who can ſtand be- 
fore him when he riſeth up in controverſy againit them: 

There is but one eye which can rightly fee the hand and judgments of 
the Lord; yea, it pleaſeth the Lord ſo to manage them, that only the eye 
which is of him may ſee them. Man muſt be taken in his wiſdom, and 
caught in the ſnare of his own underſtanding. He that will ſee the things 
of God, the ways of God, the counſels of God, the love and ſweetneſs of 
God (yea, the very judgments of God) muſt receive from him the eye that 
ſeeth them. Oh! that men might feel after, and come into, that wherein 
they might be pitied, and ſpared by their Maker. Man muſt bow; that 
which is of God in man (which hath long lain under oppreſſion) muſt be 
exalted. It is the day of his power, and he will reign in it. Oh! happy 
they that bow to his icepter, and kiſs the ſhinings of his light (even the 
iharpeſt rebukes of it in their hearts) that they may turn from, and travel 
out of, the darkneſs (where is death, deſtruction, and miſery, even in all 


pas —— ways of it), and come into unity with that which is pure, 
and live. 


Written in Aylesbury priſon 
27th of 6th month, 1666. : 


2 


A faithful Guidance to the Principle and Path of Truth, 
wherein eternal Life is witneſſed, by thoſe who 
born thereof, and walk therein. 


T\HERE mult be ſomewhat let down from God into a man's heart, to 
change his heart, and redeem it to God, or he, cannot be ſaved. He 
muſt receive a ſeed, be born of a new and incorruptible ſeed, or he cannot 
be renewed from his corrupt nature and ſtate. He muſt be born of water 
and God's Spirit, or he cannot enter into God's kingdom. 2 
Now this is the true religion; namely, to experience and be ſubje& to 
that power which redeems to God; which breaks the power of the wicked - 
one in the heart, firſt caſting him out, and then taking poſſeſſion of the 
veſſel, and filling it with the holy treaſure. „ ( 0 LY 
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Queſt. But how may a man meet with ſuch à thing as tbi?s 
 Anſw, The ſcripture (which gives a faithful teſtimony concerning the 
truth) ſaith, Chriſt, the Word of faith which the : apoſtles preached, is 
nigh. Inſomuch as a man need not ſay, who ſhall go up or down ta 
fetch it? But what faith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart. This is that which reconciles to God, cutting down and ſlaying the 
enmity by the power of the croſs, and bringing up the ſeed, _ This is the 
adverſary in the way of the ſinner, which he that maketh peace with ſhall 
be remitted all his treſpaſſes paſt, and find power and ſtrength againſt ſin 
for the time to come, as he is gathered into, and brought forth in his pure 
life and; ben ̃ł ro ot i: 

Queſt. But how ſhall I know and receive ths? eee 

Anſcw. That in the heart which is contrary to fin, which diſcovereth ſin, 
which witneſſeth againſt ſin, and is drawing the mind from it, furniſhing 
thoſe with a new and holy ability, who wait upon the Lord in it; that, that 
is the thing, though in ever ſo little a ſeed or low meaſure. Now he that 
minds this, hearkens to this, turns from what this (in its pure unerri 
light) ſhews to be evil, follows (in the will, ſtrength, and ability which 1s 
of this) what this ſhews to be good, he receives it; and waiting upon. it, 
and becoming daily ſubject to it, ſhall grow up in it, increaſe in the know- 
ledge of it, and acquaintance with it, and receive of it daily more and 
more. And thus the man whoſe way was vile, whoſe heart was naught, 
formed in wickedneſs, filled with corruption, daily bringing forth fin and 
fruits unto death, ſhall find theſe (by the pure light, and holy inſtructions 
of lite) daily purged out of him, and Chriſt formed in him, and the holy 
fruits of righteouſneſs brought forth through his veſſel, by the power and 
Spirit of Chriſt, to the glory of God the Father. T.. 
VoL. 1h F And 
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344 A, faithful Guidance to the 


And then being in Chriſt, being in the principle of his life, and acting 
therein, here is peace in the ſoul, reſt to it from its enemies and God's judg- 
ments, and 3 _ 5 Father 7 what the mul thus is and works. 

But then the world will perſecute and hate exceedingly; becauſe this ſoul, 
415 thus ſubmits to God, and is thus change Rf ay 1s not 01 the 
world, but of the Father, which begat it in Chriſt, and formeth it in his 
image and likeneſs. E ONE 

Likewiſe' in this light the eyes are opened to read the ſcriptures, and 
to underſtand therein the conditions of the people and ſaints. of the 
Moſt High in former generations, and how the wicked ſpirit wrought 
then, to oppoſe the truth and people of God, and to draw men into 4 
ceit. Yea, and many other ways / ſcriptures are exceeding ſweet and 
_— being read in that which gives the true ſenſe and underſtanding of 
them. e | 
But Jet him that once putteth his hand to the plough (beginning to feel 
ſomewhat of God, and to ſubject unto it, and fo to taſte of the peace and 
pureneſs of it) never look back to the world, nor mind the temptations and 


oppoſitions he will meet with from that nature and ſpirit, either in himſelf 


or others; for if he do, he will never be able to travel on, but rather con- 


ſult with fleſh and blood, and fo return back into Egypt, and loſe the crown 


which 1s laid up for thoſe who paſs on through the wilderneſs, through the 
trials, through the temptations, through the wants, through the various 
exerciſes to their journey's end. 

This is the — of life in brief; happy is he who feels the guider into it, 
and faithfully follows him therein to the end. | 

There 1s another queſtion ſprings up in my heart, which is this : 

Fr, ueſt. How may a man come to have bis fins waſhed away by the blood of 
iſt ? 

Anſw. By coming into the light, and walking in the light, which diſ- 
covers the blood, and wherein alone it is ſprinkled by God, and felt by the 
foul, he may receive the cleanſing which is by it. This is according to the 
teſtimony of ſcripture, as 1 Fob i. 7. If wwe walk in the light, as be is in the 
light, we have fellowſhip one with another , and the blood of Feſus Chriſt, his 
Son, cleanſeth us from all fin. By the light the darkneſs is diſpelled, and in 


the light the corruption and filth is waſhed away by the blood, and the foul 
(mind and conſcience) cleanſed from it. | | | 


This then is the meſſage that we have beard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, ver. 3. What then? Why 


then they that will know God, and walk with God, muſt by the virtue of 


his truth be turned from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God (as Acts xxvi. 18.); and in that light he ſhall meet with the Fa- 
ther, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and have fellowſhip with them, ver. 3. 
and ſhall be waſhed (both with the water and with the blood) and kept 
clean and pure thereby in the ſight of God. | 

: Queſt. 
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Air. Chriſt is che light." (He is the li gh of the world, the light öf mer de 
light of life.) And thou needſt not fay in tine Wan up td heaven, 
or down into the deep,” for him? For he is near, in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart. This is the word of faith, which thou art to believe in, Ive, an 
obey; tliat in the love, faith, and obedience thereof, thine heart may be 
circumciſed, and thou mayeſt live. This is the goſpel of our fflvation; 
even this Chriſt, this Word, this light, this life, which redeems from fin, 
which deſtroyerh the deſtroyer, and ſetteth the ſouf free to ſerve aid Hyr t 
the Lord. This was the meſſage the apoſtles had to deliver in their day; 48 
Rom. x. 8. And this was Moſes's meſſage too, when he' ſpake concerfing 
the new covenant. © For Moſes did not only deliver the old covenant, bur 
he alfo N N concerning the new, even another covenant than that of 
Mount Horeb, Deut. xxix. 1. And the word of this other covenant was 
not the law written in tables of ſtone; but the word nigh in the mouth and 
leg en CCCCTCCTTCTCTCTbTCT0VT0bT0 0 rl OT 
Object. But that place ſpeaks of doing (which is the voice of the old covenant, 
do this and live); but the neto covenant ſtands in believing. n 
Anſw. The end of faith is obedience. Why do I believe Chriſt, but 
that I may receive the law of his Spirit, and walk before him in thie newneſs 
of the obedience thereof? And he that obeys is of the faith, and in the 
truth; and he that obeys not, is out of it; is not in the power, not in the 
life, which brings forth the obedience; fo out of the thing which redeems. 
and in which the redemption is witneſſed : but he that obeys, he that doth 
the will, he is in the righteouſneſs, in the power, in the life, from which: 


the obedience ſprings. | Oo on One. 
And here the waſhing and purifying of the ſoul is truly known and wit- 
neſſed. Outward ſacrifices under the law were vain, as to cleanfing” the 
ſoul ; and an outward belief of what Chriſt did and ſuffered, effects not the 
thing now. What then? The new creature doth'; the pure faith" doth; 
the pure obedience doth. It did it formerly, it doth it ſtill, and nothing 
elſe can do it. Bring no more vain oblations ; but waſh ye, make yon clean; 
put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to 
do well, &c. But how ſhould” this be? Could they ever attaim this by 
the old covenant? Nay; but Moſes had not only delivered them the old 
covenant, but alſo had directed them to the new, to the Word of faith, to 
the Word of life and power in the heart and mouth, through the obedience 
whereof they might waſh themſelves (as Peter, even in the goſpel times, 
ſpeaketh, 1 Pet. xxii.), put away the evil of their doings ; ceaſe to do evil, 
learn to do well, Sc. And what then? Why then they ſhould receive the 
cleanſing through the blood of the Lamb; for then, though their ſins were 
as ſcarlet, they ſhould be as white as ſnow; though they, were red like crim- 
ſon, they flood Be as woch Hal. i. 16; r7; 11. Rs 
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36 Hl faithfubGuidance-ta the © 

So Micah tells them (when they aſked how they might come before God 
to pleaſe him?) He bath . ſbewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love merty, and to walk humbly 
with God, Mix. vi. 8. Where or how doth God ſhew this to man? Had 
not Moſes told that before; to wit, by the Word nigh in the mouth and 
heart? There is ſomewhat near man, even in his mouth, which divides his 
words one from another, ſnewing him (at ſome times, and would do it of- 
tener if he heeded it) which are bad words, and which are good words. 
What is that that doth this? The ſame thing alſo is in his heart, as a diſ- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents thereof, ſhewing him when there is a 
good thought, deſire, or intention in his mind, and when there is a bad 
or wicked one. What is this? Oh! that men knew what it is! Oh! that 
they could fear the Lord, and become ſubject to it, and they ſhould know 
what it is 5 | | | LEP ares 
Every man that will be ſanctified, and inherit God's kingdom, muſt be 


born of the will of God. He muit deny his own will (as Chriſt did; not 


my will, ſaid he, Father, but thine be done) that muſt be crucified. He 
muſt ſuffer in the fleſh, die to the fleſh, and live in and to the holy nature 
and Spirit of God. | 4 55 | . 
Now thus a man comes to be born of the pure will; to wit, by hear- 
ing the word nigh in the mouth and heart, and becoming ſubje& to 
it. This cuts down his own will day by day, and brings up the will and 
nature of God in him, through which he is changed and ſanctified, and 


becomes a new creature. For the old creature is made up of the old under- 


ſtanding and wilt; but the new creature is made up of the new. 


Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his way ? By taking heed according to 
thy word, ſaith David. What word was that? Was it the word of the old 
covenant, or the word nigh in the mouth and heart? And thy word, faith he, 
is a lanthorn to my feet, and a light to my path. What word was that, the 
word of the firſt covenant, or the word of the ſecond ? The law of the Lord 


is perfett, converting the ſoul. What law is that? The teſtimony of the Lord is 


ſure, making wiſe the ſimple. What teſtimony is that? The fBatutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. What ſtatutes are they? (Were not the 
ſtatutes of the old covenant heavy and burdenſome ?) The commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes, What commandment is that? Yea, 
what is that which is ſweeter than the honey, and the honey-comb, which over- 
comes with ſweetneſs ? Oh ! that men could read! Oh! that men could ſee 
the thing which is pure, and maketh pure; which is righteous, and maketh 
righteous. After men have ſeen the thing, there is a great way to travel 
to it; but how far are they off, who do not ſo much as fee it, but are in 
the darkneſs and prejudices of that nature and ſpirit which is contrary 
to it. 

Now if the Lord, in his tender mercy and love to thy ſoul, bring thee 
to a ſenſe of this thing, and thou beginneſt to feel this precious earch- 

in 


8 


Principle and Patb of Truth. © 37 
ng; word diſcovering any evil to thee, either in thy heart or ways, oh! 
do not diſpute, do not reaſon againſt it; but bleſs the diſcoverer, bo to 
the Son, become obedient immediately, faithfully following the Lamb 
therein, leſt he remove his light from thee, and ſuffer darkneſs and the 

diſputing wiſdom to overtake ther. TH en eM 
"A Chriſt is net of the World, d he leads out of the world; out of its 
vanities, ways, cuſtoms, faſhions, Fc. A man cannot ſerve Chriſt and 
the world. Can any man be born of the Father, be begotten by him out 
of the ſpirit of the world, and yet live in that, walk in that. which is not of 
the F — ay but of the world; which came from the worldly part, is of the 
worldly part, nouriſheth and pleaſeth the worldly part in man, but pleaſeth 
not the Father? Can that man who is not af the world, but of the Father, 
do any thing that upholdeth the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, or the 
pride of life, either in himſelf or others.? Doth not the Spirit of the Lord, 
where it is hearkened to, draw out of theſe, and out of all things which are 
of theſe ? Therefore conſider well what it will coſt, and how hard it is to 
follow Chriſt ; that thou who deſireſt to be the Lord's, mayeſt receive help 
and ſtrength from him to. be faithful, that in his. ſtrength. thou mayeſt over- 
come all that ſtands between thee and life, that ſo thou mayeſt receive the. 
crown, and inherit the kingdom which is prepared for, and given to, the 
faithful, who labour and fight not in vain; but gain ground and conquer 
(yea, at length become more than conquerors) through the mercy, love, 
might, and power of the Lord. D e e ha 70 
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Some ſenſible experimental QuzsTions and AxswWEʒSs 
| from the Tenth Chapter of Jux. 


Queſt. 1. HO is the good ſhepherd of the ſheep? vet EIN 
Anſw. The wiſdom, life, and power of the Father (which dwelleth 
in, and is manifeſt through, the Son) is the ſhepherd. | He that is the | 
2 the way, and the life, he alſo is the ſhepherd and biſhop of the 
oul. 1 N | ji 
Queſt. 2. Who are the ſheep 3 1 
Anſw. They that are born of this wiſdom, gathered by this life, turned 
to this power, they are the ſheep. They who are changed by him into his 
nature, they are of him; ſheep of him, the Shepherd; lambs of him, the 
Lamb; doves of him, the Dove. | 
Queſt. 3. What is the fold of the ſheep © © 19 Os 
nſw. The wiſdom, life, and power of the Father, even the ſame that is 
the ſhepherd. The Father's hand wherewith he covers them, wherein he 
incloſeth them, that is the fold. For it is the power, wiſdom, and life = 


* 


ch 
ions 


wiſcdotm, into his life; and that is a wall or eig absurde b en 


38 Hed 2 nehions as 


the Father; vchirh gathereth the ſheep; and "he" them . 


1 I not the church the fol??? nt 
Anſio. This in the church, or the church in tüte, is the fold; bot n not out 
of this. For there is no ſafety or preſervation — any ſort or gathering 
of people, but as they ſtand and abide in this. And ſtanding and abiding 


in this, they have authority and power from the t 3 of the ſoul J 
but none out of this. 


Queſt. 4. Who is the door? E 

Anſw, The Shepherd is the door alſo, who lets i into the fo J, and ſhuts 
out, at his pleaſure ; and none can rightly enter but by him. 

Queſt. 5. What ore they that run Mere the en or farther than the power” 


EO Ag. aids >. 
wo 


leads and guides them ?. 


Anſeo, They are thieves and robbers, and they may deſtroy the life and 


| freſhneſs in thoſe that are not watchful; but they cannot help to ſave or 


build up, becauſe they themſelves are out of that, come out of chat, and 
act out of that, which alone can do it. | 

Queſt. 6. How may the ſheep be diſcerned from the dan and from fuch alſo 
as put on the ſheep's cloathing, but yet are not ſheep in nature and ſpirit ? 

Anſe. By their lamb- like nature, by the meekneſs and innocency in them 
which-is of the Lamb, which none can have but they that are of him; for 
it is not to be found in man's nature, nor to be attained by his art. They 
alſo know and hear the voice of the Word nigh in the mouth and heart, and 
follow the law of his Spirit, received from his mouth, which none elſe but 
his ſneep do, or can do; for this is given by him, and i it is given by him 
only to his ſheep. 

Queſt. 7. What doth Chriſt the Shepherd (the eternal Ward, the wiſdom, 
life, and power of the Father ) do fur his ſheep ? 

Anſw. He dath great things for them, which who can utter? But happy 


is he that feels and knows them. He gives them a new nature, a new ſpirit, a 


new heart, a new name, which. none knoweth but he that hath it; for it is 
written on the white ſtone, which none elſe receives, nor none elſe can read, 
but he that hath the eye which is of him, what is written thereon, He 
giveth them eternal life; he leadeth them into the paſtures of life; he giveth 
them to drink of the waters of life. He putteth them forth out of the pri- 
ſon-houſe, out of the chains and fetters, out of the darkneſs, out of the 
bonds, and from under the burdens of the ſoul, into the pure light and 
liberty of the Spirit, where they taſte, know, and enjoy of his freedom, 
and dwell with him, and reſt with him, and lie down with him, and riſe up 
with him, even in the ſame eternal lite, Spirit, and power, wherein his 
dwelling-place is. And all this they enjoy ſafely, hearkening to the voice 
aof the Shepherd, and turning from the voice of the ſtranger, which it is 
natural to them to do. For being turned from man, born of that which 
is immortal, and keeping to r that ear which is there received dee 

alone 


the Tenth Chapter of John. 39 
alone hearken to the voice of him who is immortal; and the voice of the 
ſtranger (who ſpeaketh of himſelf) ia preſently diſcerned and turned from, 
by him that heareth with the true ear. The Lord God, who it tb and 


fountain f all good, inſlame people with deſires after the pure liſe, and bo na- 
ture, which is of and from. Chriſt the feed, bir Son, and ſatisfy thoſe defires 


which are fingy and uprighth after bin- 


— 


The CONCLUSION: 


LORIOUS was the eſtate of the church before the apoſtaſy, for pu- 
8 rity of doctrine, for holy order and diſcipline, for love to God, one 
to another, and to all men (even of enemies) for faith in God, for the pre- 
ſence and power of his Spirit among them (inſomuch as the unbeliever 
coming among them, might find his heart and ſtate reached to, and be 
forced to confeſs and report that God was in them of a truth) for ſingleneſs 
and uprightneſs of heart, meekneſs and innocency of ſpirit and converſation, 
for zeal for God and his truth, ſuffering the ſpoiling of their goods, impri- 
ſonments, ſtripes, and many other ways, both from the heathen, and alſo 
from the profeſſing Jews, who had been the church once. Oh! what ſhall 
I ſay concerning the beauty and lovelineſs of that ſtate? Ye that would 
know it, oh! wait to feel it in that which gives the true ſenſe of it. 
But over this glorious ſtate came a dark, thick, corrupt night, wherein 
the kernel was loft, and the ſhell defaced ; wherein the houſe, which had 
been ſwept and garniſhed, became again recovered and poſſeſſed by the 
wicked fpirit. And how great hath this darkneſs been! Oh! what a kind 
of church hath appeared in the world, wherein the ſpirit of enmity hath 
dwelt and acted in men, under the name of Chriſtianity ! So that inſtead of 
loving and ſeeking the good of enemies, they are ready to rend and tear 
one another for every little difference, and will be lords over mens faith, 
requiring men to practiſe things in religjon before the Spirit of the Lord 
teacheth them ſo to do, which the apoſtles did not. For though they had. 
from God the expreſs knowledge of what was truth, and could certainly 
inſtru and build men up therein, yet they were not lords over mens faith; 
but if men were otherwiſe-minded than according to what they knew and 
taught, they could wait and bear with them, bidding them walk fo far as 
they had attained, and God in his due time would reveal the reſt alſo. Oh! 
that men were come to this ſpirit again! then they would be Chriſtians in- 
deed, and then they might be known to be Chriſt's diſciples, by their loving 
the brethren and fellow-diſciples. But without this love, mens religion is 
but a tinkling cymbal, making a noiſe and ſound of ſomewhat, but not have- 
ing the true nature or virtue of religion in. it. | 
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Now will it not be «qo day, when the Spirit of the Lord cleanferh 
away this: thick darkneſs, and cauſeth the light of his pure truth to ariſe 


and appear again? Why there is fuch a day to be, wherein the true church 


(which was, reproached and driven into the wilderneſs) is to come out of the 
wilderneſs again, and her witneſſes ſtand” on their feet again, and her feed 
to ſpring up in the power of life, following the Lamb, who marcheth on 
fighting with the ſword of the Spirit (the word of his mouth) conquering 
and to conquer thereby the corrupted antichriftian world, even as he did at 
firſt the corrupt heatheniſh world. The Lord will purify his temple, and 
cleanſe the world by the plagues of his angels which he hath prepared, 


making way for the beauty of his truth, and the church of his gathering; 


wherein he will bring forth his righteouſneſs, wherein his power ſhall ap- 

ear, wherein his preſence: ſhall be made manifeſt, wherein that which ſhined 
before in the primitive church, ſhall ſhine again in this new-reared building 
of his, inſomuch as men ſhall be forced to ſay, This is the church of Chriſt 
indeed, God is bere of a truth ; this is the Goſpel-Jeruſalem indeed, which is 
built upon the holy bill of Sion; in which innocency, righteouſneſs, truth, love, 
ſeeetneſs, peaceableneſs, and the gentle nature and Spirit of the Lamb lives and 
reigns; and the Lord bleſs thee, O babitation of Juſtice, and mountain of holi- 
e. | . . 
Nov of a truth this work is begun. The times of refreſnment are come 
from the preſence of the Lord. The Lord hath heard from heaven, pity- 
ing the cries of his ſeed, and hath viſited their ſouls, cauſing the light of 
life (even the pure light of the everlaſting covenant) to ſhine upon their ta- 
bernacles. But whoever would know theſe things, and partake of them, 
muſt come in at the door, by the guidance of the Spirit, through the light 
which is with him. And he that would enjoy the full light (even the ſhinings 
forth of the ſun at noon-day) muſt begin with its glimmerings, even that 
in the heart, which diſcovereth and draweth out of the corrupt ſtate of the 
world towards the Father. Oh! hear and live. Do not diſpute about ir, 
but wait to feel it; upon the feeling of it, deſpiſing the ſhame, and taking 
up and enduring the croſs, and ſo bearing the reproach and ſufferings of 
Chriſt in thy age and generation. And as thou obeyeſt, thou ſhalt know of 
its doctrine; but out of the pure faith and obedience, there is no true, 
ſound, deep, rooted knowledge ; but all of that kind muſt be parted with, 
for the knowledge which is of the faith, and which is made manifeſt and 
increaſed in the obedience ; which knowledge is of a far more excellent kind 
and nature, than that which thou art to part with for it. The Lord guide 
thy mind, and ſtretch forth his hand to help thee, who from the leaſt 
touch of a true nature and ſpirit, defireſt after the pure truth and way of 
eternal life. Amen. | | 


This teſtimony (here held forth) is faithful and true, and (I know) the 


witneſs of God in many hearts will anſwer to it; and happy is he that maketh 


a right uſe of it. For, fo doing, his foul will not fall ſhort of the pure live- 
ing truth, nor ſet up any thing elſe for truth which is not. | 
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To ſuch as are nat ſatisfied with a Profeſſion, without 
the true Life and Power, but have ſincere Deſires in 
their Hearts after the Loxp himſelf, and a Willing- 

neſcs to be acquainted with his pure living Truth, and 
with the Soul's true Guide and Leader; this Experi- 
ence is in my Heart to expreſs unto you, which we 
have all along witneſſed in our Travels out of the dark 
corrupt Land, into the Land of Life and Purity. 


E have ſtill found the willer, the runner, the ſelf-ſtriver, the wiſe 
comprehending part, Sc. left behind; and the grace of God alone 
able to lead towards Is, and the birth which is of and by grace ſtill to 
obtain the mercy. And Chriſt is our life, and in the union with his Spirit 
lies all our ability and ſtrength ; and that knowledge of Chriſt, which we 
witneſs to be life eternal, we did not meet with whilſt we thought to have 
it inthe ſcriptures, but it hath been all along revealed to us by God's Spirit; 
ſo that we can truly ſay fleſn and blood did not reveal the Son to us, but 
the Father. Yet that which the . teſtify concerning Chriſt is ex- 
actly true according as it is there related, and is ſo acknowledged and re 
owned by us; though we obtained not our knowledge of Chriſt by the let- 
ter, but by receiving a principle of life from God; and into union 
with his Spirit, we came to the true knowledge and owning of the letter; 
which as it came from the life, ſo can it only be rightly read and underſtood 
in the life from which it came: ſo that he that is out of that, cannot but 
err concerning the letter, and misjudge concerning the things of God; whereas 
he that is guided by, and lives in, God's Spirit (receiving his knowledge 
there) cannot err concerning the Spirit, or concerning the letter; but hath 
that within him, which gives to him, and preſerves him in, the true ſenſe 
and underſtanding of both. 1 | 
Now, friends, this is an excellent thing indeed, to come to, and be ac- 
quainted with, and receive, that, which the ſcriptures teſtify of; to wit, to 
receive Chriſt, to feel union with him in his Spirit, to enter into the new and 
holy agreement with God, into the everlaſting covenant of life and peace, 
to feel the partition-wall broken down, and the wall of ſalvation reared u 
and the Pe which is thereby; to find the law of God, the law of life, 
the law of the new creation, written in the heart; the pure fear planted there 
by God, which keepeth the mind and ſpirit from departing from him; to 
Vor, II. | G | have 
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have his Spirit put within, caufing to walk in his ways, and to — — 
ſtatutes, and judgments, and do them; and ſo to have union and 
ſnip with the Lord in that which is pure and living of him, in Chriſt the 
of the fall, even beyond | fare, thto/himſelf who never fell, in whom 
is no ſin, nor erring, no not for the wayfarifig man, though a fool, who 
often jew and , wandered before he came thither ; but there the Father's 
hand, even the hand of the eternal power, is felt, which none can pluck 
out of. Ohl that ye knew the infallible leader, and were turned from dark- 
neſs to the light (and did believe therein) and from the power of Satan-unto 
God, that ye through his Spirit might undeniably witneſs the myſteries of 
bis kingdom, and partake of and enjoy that which his love, grace, and 
mercy, plentifully diſtributes among his children that wait upon him in one 
way, under the holy ordering of his Spirit; which was long harped at and 
longed after by many of us; but we could never meet with it, till the Lord 
in his mercy cauſed the light of his day to ſhine into our hearts, which chaſed 
away the darkneſs of the night, and made the things of the day manifeſt. | 
Are ye of the houſe of Jacob? Are ye of the right ſeed? Are ye of the 
true breathers after God's holineſs, after the life and righteouſneſs of his 
Sion? Oh! then come ye, know, acknowledge, receive, and wait. to 
walls in the light of the Lord; and do not join to that in you which is ſe- 
parated from, and knoweth not, the light of the Lord, but oppoſeth it. 
And, friends, I beſeech you, take heed in this point; for he that denieth, 
refuſeth, oppoſeth, ſpeaketh evil, or thinketh hardly of any thing that is 
indeed of Chriſt, doth it to Chriſt himſelf, in Chriſt's account (that is, 
Chriſt looketh upon it as if he had denied him, refuſed him, oppoſed him, 
ſpoke evil of him, Sc.) and it will be fo laid to his charge in the day of the 
Lord. And indeed ſuch is my love to you, and ſuch my deſire after your 
eternal good and welfare, that I would not have you ftumble at the light 
and power of life, which the Lord hath revealed and ftretched out (in this 
day of his mercy) to gather and ſave with; but feel the gathering by it 


new and living W 8 before the fall, and leads the obedient out 
> . 5 


from all that ſcattereth from the Lord, with the preſervation which is there- 


by, and the effecting of that in your ſpirits which it is able to effect, as it 
comes to manifeſt itſelf unto you, and to put forth his ſtrength in you. So 
wait for the gathering unto the light (the light of the everlaſting day of God) 
and into the power which is able to redeem and defend the ſoul from all 
that is contrary to God. And when ye are there, be diligent and faithful 
to the Lord: and feel (oh! daily wait to feel from him) the uncloathing of 
your ſpirits from all their own unrighteouſneſs ; yea, from all their own 
righteouſneſs alſo (which is but as filthy rags before the Lord, even of the 
{ame nature with the unrighteouſneſs), that ye may be cloathed upon with 
the new and living garment, wherein there is neither ſpot nor wrinkle, nor 

any ſuch thing. For they that are of Chriſt, - and in Chriſt, do as really put 


on 


A Query agtedy with its Anſwer. 43 
on the nature, the Spirit, the garment of the Adam, as ever they 
did put off the old garment, nature, and ſpirit. Sig t mig n 82 
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THAT is the true confeſton of Chriſt, even that <whith ariſeth 
from the knowledge which is life eternal 
Anſev. Friends, I witneſs it to be this; A confeſſion of his nature, a o 
feſſion of his Spirit, a confeſſion of his life, a confeſſion of his power. To 
confeſs the preſent living appearance of Chriſt, that is to confeſs Chriſt. 
Behold, ſaith he, I and at the door and knoct. He that heareth his voice, 
acknowledgeth him, letteth him in, ſubjecteth to his truth and Holy Spirit; 
he confeſſeth him. But, though a man ſhould acknowledge and confeſt all 
that is recorded in the ſcriptures concerning him; yet if he know not his 
knocks, ſo as to let him in, and become fobiett-10, his power, he doth not 
confeſs Chriſt as he ought to do, and as God requireth uf him. Oh that ye 
could learn thus to know Chriſt, and thus to confeſs him! For until ye thus 
know him, ye cannot thus confeſs him! and your knees muſt | firſt bow at 
his name, before your tongues can rightly confeſs him, to the glory of God 
the Father! For if ye will indeed glorify the Father, ye muſt bow to the 
Son, who is the light wherein God dwells, in the ſhinings whereof he up- 
pears to, and viſits the ſons of men. And as the Son himſelf is ſpiritual; 
ſo is the light wherewith he viſits dark man. His law is ſpiritual; able to 
convert the ſoul of any man in whoſe heart it is written, and to make wiſe ( the 
moſt ſimple among men) unto ſalvation. For the law of God, writ in the 
heart, is from the covenant of life; and delivers and preſerves from the 
law of ſin and death, having the light, power, and Spirit of Chriſt in and 
with it, from whom it comes. 5 i 
Now if ye will know theſe things clearly, certainly, and infallibly ; wait 
to feel ſome touches, ſame drawings, ſome convictions of God's Spirit up- 
on your hearts. And then diſpute not againſt them; but immediately be- 
come ſubject, fo far as the light and drawings of the Father incline and 
lead the mind; and then ye thall fee what he is that draws,” and of what 
nature his drawings are. And if once ye come to feel the preciouſneſs of 
his. ointment; and to partake of it, receiving it and following it, it will 
| | | WS: | | bring 


— N — hs — — — — eeere. — — a 2 
— — — — 4 —— —-—ũ 2 —— — —— 2 —— 2 — 1 ph ny N l l 
SL "RET, - => 20 - — zz —=—— bs "= — _ —— — — —— - — — — 4 —_ — — ny of I — — 24 — —— 1212 ˙ 2 * 
— 2 _ — — wy —— — 4 ade — . — — — . = — — — — — —— — bag — — — — — — — — — o — — 2 — £ 
— 24 — — — 2 — — N — wy — — — —— — Hp \ - 
———— pes > — — — — — : — = —. — — 
2 2 — — . — * =_ 2 - — — 2 ——— —— ho — — — — 7 — — _ — — Sw 
FF ˙ WU pt + = 7 - — 2 g : = = - ; < . —— 2 — . * — 2 — — . — 
— 4 — >: 2 Þ 5 — 2 - K 2 — _ by ue 6 - — 2 — —— = — . 2 : * 2 ba * „ RX, 1 
— — — 2 — = — 2 your <M We.” 22 Y E DDr — 1 223 
n . : - * . 9 
5 », — — 1 — — — ow * — = —_— 9 — = — — —-— 6 
- — 2 r — — — ES — * b — os 2 . er — 1 IAIT. — — — * 
- — — - —— — — — — — — — > _——— == — — — L 2 
, Pan 2 — w_ — — — — —ü— — — ad « — —— — eo — — — — : 
—— jp — _ — — — — — —— = a 
4 — 1 — r. 2 * „ Cons —— - . 


44 A 2 uery added, with its Anſwer. 


to me in his Spirit of truth (which deceives not), that it is not the true birth 
in you, which ſo judges of it. Oh! that ye were born of the is and 
in it knew the names of the things from their nature, and might be taught 
of the Father to worſhip in the Son] which ye can never do, till ye come 
into the Son's light; and that is the Son's light, even that wherewith he 
bath enlightened men, that they might believe in the Father through him! 
The ſcriptures (or any words ſpoken or written) are not the light itſelf, but 
teſtimonies concerning the light. Now that which ye are to come into, 
and to dwell and abide in, is the light itſelf; which light was before any 


words that teſtify of it, and is the ſubſtance of all the ſhadows, and the 


end of all the teſtimonies concerning it. He is Alpha and Omega, the 


Beginning and the End of the new creation of God. Oh! that ye ſo knew 


him! | 2 TNT | | 
That from which the ſcriptures came, is the thing, the life, the Spirit, the 
wer itſelf; which is able to write inwardly, as well as outwardly. And 

that knows the thing, and is led to the thing by the inward writing 


2 (which'is the teſtimony of Jeſus, the Spirit of prophecy), he by the teſti- 


mony of Jeſus, by the Spirit of prophecy, is led to the Holy Power; which 


he believing in, it prevails to ſave him out of the contrary ſpirit and 


power. And this the Gentiles without the law, the Jews under the law, 
and the believers under Grace, had ſpiritually all one and the ſame way and 
path of life unto ſalvation ; and God will be clear and juſt in judging them 
all according thereunto, who had all ſome manifeſtation of the goſpel and 
power which ſaves, according to the diſpenſation of the good pleaſure of 
the free giver. And mens periſhing in the time of every diſpenſation, is 
not for want of light and power from God, but from mens withdraw- 
ing and apoſtatizing from the light and power, which in every diſpenſation 
of life ſtretched forth its. hand and arm ſufficiently to. gather and ſave. 


There is ONE THING more in my HEART unte You, at this 
| Time, which 15 


Concerning applying the PROMISES. 


=” HE Promiſes of God are great and precious, and give to partake of 


the divine nature thoſe that wait upon the Lord in the faith and 
obedience of his truth. Now there are eſtates and conditions to which 
they do belong; and there are eſtates and conditions to which they do not 


belong : 


Concerning applying the Promiſes. 45 
belong: and if any one apply any promiſe to himſelf, he not being in that 
eſtate and condition to which that promiſe belongs, he deceives his ſoul, 
and fucks not in the true ſweetneſs and comfort of the promiſe, but of his 
own imaginary apprehenſions concerning the promiſe... 
There is a ſtate of wounding, of judging, of God's pleading with the 
ſoul, becauſe of ſin and tranſgreſſion. Now he that breaks and wounds, 
he alone can bind up and heal; and the Lord is to be waited upon in the 
way of his judgments, until he ſee meet to bind up and heal. Now the 
Lord heals by the ſame Spirit and power wherewith he wounds; but it is 
hard to lie under the judgment, to bear the indignation of the Lord, and ſo 
keep the wound (which he makes) open, till he pour in the oil, and heal. 
For there is that near, which will be offering to heal before the ſeaſon, 
and will be bringing in promiſes and applying promiſes, otherwiſe than 
the Spirit of the Lord intendeth or applieth them. Now this is diligently 
to be watched againſt, that the hurt of the foul: (judged and wounded by 
the Spirit of the Lord) be not healed ſlightly, and peace ſpoken to it (and 
an expectation and hope raiſed in it) which is not of the Lord. But this 
is the right way, even to give up to feel that which wounds, and to receive 
the woundings of thy ſoul's friend, and lie low before him in the wounded. 
ſtate, waiting upon him in the way of his judgments and righteous indigna- 
tion; till the ſame that wour ſpeak peace. For the ſame is to ſpeak 
peace, and not another; I the Lord wound, and I heal; I kill, and I make 
alive. Fude is mine, and mercy is mine; and they both iſſue from my lips, 
(See Ja. xii. 1.) So every one, that would not be deceived about, nor 
miſapply the promiſes, wait to feel that in you, which leads into the condi- 
tion to which the promiſe belongs, and to be led into and kept in the con- 
dition by it. And then, the ſame that leads into the condition, will apply 
the promiſe to him who is in the condition, the ear being open to him, 
hearkening to the Lord, waiting what he will ſpeak, who ſpeaks peace to 
his people in his ſeaſons; and having the ear ſhut againſt the voice of the 

unrighteous troubler of the ſouls of God's heritage. Yea, he that applieth 
the promiſes to the ſoul (having brought it into the ſtate to which, they 
belong) he alſo will lead and bring unto the fulfilling of the promiſes, even 
to the receiving of the good things promiſed and waited for; ſo that the 
ſoul ſhall witneſs the 4 to be a glorious ſtate indeed; a ſtate of life, a 
ſtate of liberty, a ſtate of power, a ſtate of dominion, a ſtate of holineſs, 
a kingdom of righteouſneſs and peace, wherein there are everlaſting man- 
ſions and dwelling-places in Chriſt Jeſus, for the ſeed. of the righteous for 
evermore. The Lord God of everlaſting mercy, life, power, and rich 
goodneſs, cauſe the light of his own Holy Spirit to ſhine into your hearts, 

guide you thereby into and in the true way, even in the pure living path 
(which was and is but one for ever), that ye may come into the true pol-- 
ſeſſion, and full enjoyment, and infallible witneſſing of theſe things, 
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There is another Q ERL, of great Concerament, which 
ſpringeth up in my Heart towards you. 
Query. FS not the Spirit, or anointing, the great goſpel-promiſe, and the 
I great goſpel-ordinance? Is not he truib, and no lie, and the leader 
out of all hes and deceits into the truth, and the preſerver of the mind and 
ſpirit therein? Little children, ſaid the ſame apoſtle, who had directed to the 
anointing, keep yourſelves from idols. Is there any poſſibility of — | 

from images and idols, but by him? Can any underſtand the things of the 
Spirit, or the words ſpoken by the Spirit concerning ſpiritual things, but 
by him? And then, is not every apprehenſion, that ye take up from the 
ſcriptures concerning ſpiritual things, which ye have not from him (but 
comprehend and gather of yourſelves), an image, or conceiving of your 
own, concerning that thing, and not that true knowledge and underſtand- 
ing of the thing which he alone can give? Oh! that all the chambers of 
imagery were thrown down in you, and every idol of the heart and mind 
diſcovered to you, and broken down by the ſight and power of the Lord; 
that ye might come to that which is pure and living, and by its purifying 
know the pure heart, the pure mind, the pure conſcience, and offet up the 
pure perfect offering; not the lame, blind, imperfect, c. which were not 
accepted (in the figure) under the law, nor acceptable under the goſpel, 

Mal. i. 11. 13. and chap. iii. 3. | 

Friends, ye muſt know that which is pure from God, and ye muſt come 
into it (out of that which is impure, into that which is pure). Now that 
ye may do fo, ye muſt know the purifying ;' for nothing that is impure, 
can enter into that which is pure. Yea, ye muſt become prieſts to God, 
and wear the prieſt's garment, the pure garment, the living garment, the 
fine linnen, without mixture of the woollen. Ye mult be born of the in- 
nocency, be cloathed with the innocency. The ſtony, hard, deſperately- 
wicked heart muſt be taken away, and the tender heart of fleſh received, 
the mind renewed to God, the fear put within (which cleanſeth and keep- 
eth clean), the law writ within, the Spirit of the Lord put in the inward 
parts, and felt powerfully operating and changing there. Yea, and the jn- 
de muſt not only be ak, but the outſide alſo; for ye muſt be cloathed 
with the ** cloathed with the Lamb's righteouſneſs and holineſs; and 
thus ye muſt appear before the Lord in his temple, which is the beauty of 
holineſs, whoſe houſe holinefs becomes for ever; where ye are never to ap- 
pear in your own filthy rags, but in the nature, Spirit, righteouſneſs, and 
life of Chriſt. And thus ye are well-pleafing to God, even in that which 
is of God; being born of that, formed of that, found in that, appearing 
m that. But in his own, no man can be accepted; for it is determined = 
| 7 be 6 . 


Another Query of great Concermment, &c. 47 
God, and ſtands irreverſible for ever, that in his own (in his own know- 
ledge, in his own faith, in his own obedience, in his own righteouſneſs, in 
his own willing and running, Sc.) ſhall no'fleſh for ever be juſtified in his 
ſight; but only and alone in the nature, Spirit life, righteouſneſs, faith, 
obedience, and holineſs of his Son. T wait for the ſeed, E 
may know the ſeed, feel the ſeed, the pure ſeed of life (the leaven of t 
heavenly kingdom) and may witneſs it ariſing and come in you to do the 
will, and you in it quickened and enabled to live to and ſerve the living 
God. And when ye know this ſeed, ye know Chriſt; and when ye receive 
this ſeed, ye receive Chriſt; and if it live in you, Chriſt lives in you; ang 
in it (being in it, and abiding in it) are ye heirs of the life, kingdom 
power, which hath no end; and ſhall daily feel the promiſes and bleſſings 
belonging to the ſeed, flowing in upon your ſpirits... But if ye content 
yourſelves with the knowledge of Chriſt, which the erring and apoſtatiſed 
ſpirit of man from the life and power, may gather out of the letter of the 
{criptures, and feed thereon that will not nouriſh you up to eternal life, 
but death, and ſin, and the gates of hell will have power over you notwith- 
ſtanding that; but if ye, through the Spirit, receive power over that which 
is contrary to God, and through him mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
ſhall live. Therefore wait for the manifeſtation of the pure power of the 
endleſs life, which is now diſpenſed from on high (bleſſed be the name of 
the living one) and wait to know and be joined to that ſeed of life, where- 
in and whereby it is diſpenſed, that ye may witneſs Chriſt's kingdom 
come to you, and the reign of your ſpirits with him therein, over all that 
captivateth from him, loadeth the ſoul, boweth down and oppreſlieth.. - 
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A POSTSCRIPT, 
Concerning DR RIH and being Dzcz1veD. 


4 he =p is that which deceives (where it is hearkened to) and there is 
that which. is liable to be deceived by it. There is likewiſe that 
which deceiveth not; and there is alſo that which cannot be deceived. So: 
likewiſe there is a pure fear and watching in the truth againſt the deceit, 
leſt by any means it ſhould enter and betray.. As alſo there is a fear that 
is a ſnare (which. the true faith. preſerves out of), whereby many are en- 
tangled in the very bowels of deceit, even- concerning thoſe very things 
about which they are afraid they ſhould be deceived. This hath: been ex- 
perienced by thoſe, who have been acquainted. with the Lord's precious 
truth, and thereby are come to know and diſcern the wiles and devices of 
Satan; who often. hath quenched. what the Lord hath kindled, by his ſtir- 
| ring, 


3 leſt it ſhould: not be of the Lord, but from the ſpirit of 
It is true, that in the apoſtaſy from the life and Spirit of truth, deceit 
did generally prevail and overwhelm the minds of people. And fo far as 
people are yet in the apoſtaſy (not being gathered and redeemed out of it, 
by the Spirit and power of the Lord), they are yet under deceit; though 
perhaps they little think ſo. Little did we think formerly (and little do oP 
think now, who are now in that ſtate we were then in), that while we ſo 
much feared being deceived, we were already deceived, being ſhort of the 
life and power of truth, which alone is able to make free and preſerve 
from deceit. When the Lord cometh to bring to the primitive light and 
principle, that he might perfectly deliver out of deceit; what can the ene- 
my do more advantageouſly towards keeping his hold in the mind (and to- 
wards keeping the mind in the deceits wherein he hath already entangled 
it), than to'ſtir up and heighten a fear in it, leſt the precious truth, which 
God maketh manifeſt to deliver the ſoul by, ſhould be deceit ? And they that 
hearken to and let in the voice of the deceiver, mult needs believe it to be 
ſo. And thus with them light cometh to be called darkneſs, and darkneſs 
light. Lea, who is it, at this day, who eſcapeth this ſnare, of calling evil 
good, and good evil? Surely none but he, whoſe ſoul is led into and lives 
in the light and power of truth. | 4 5 5 
For moſt men take up principles (according to their own, or other mens 
underſtanding of the ſcriptures), and judge according to thoſe principles; 
and ſo the Spirit and light of the Lord judgeth not in them, but they 
themſelves judge according to an aſſumed knowledge. So that fleſh is not 
ſilent, the man is not dead in them and brought to nothing, but only lives 
in an higher region than he did before. Before, he lived in an apparent 
unrighteouſneſs; now he lives in an imagined righteouſneſs and faith; but 
not in the Son's righteouſneſs, not in the Son's faith, not in the Son's 
power, not in the Son's dominion; but at beſt only in that which he ap- 
prehendeth and ſtrongly imagineth to be ſo. 9 
Oh! happy is he, who is come through all his own imaginings and con- 
ceivings about the things of God, and his own apprehenſions about ſcrip- 
tures and promiſes, and is come into the thing itſelf, into the Spirit of life 
(into the truth and into the power), and who walks with God therein, 
daily witneſſing the redemption which is of him through his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is 3 and partook of in the pure quickening Spirit, and not 
otherwiſe. And he that is truly begotten of God, and dwells with him in 
the light which is eternal, knows that he is of God; which others may 
ſtrongly imagine they are, but none elſe can truly know it, but may eaſily 
err and be entangled in the deceits of the enemy (about the new birth, and 
other weighty things) while they are greatly afraid of being deceived by 
him, and ſo (through that fear) fly the pure truth, which frees from deceits, 
leſt it ſhould deceive them. | 
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Holy Land, and how at length it pleaſed the Lon 
to join my Heart to his pure, holy, living Truth; 
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open the Heart and Underſtanding, and by ſubmiſſive 
Obedience'to it, even. in its loweſt Appearances in the 


4 7 


A heart from my childhood was pointed towards the Lord; whom 
M 1 feared and longed after from my tender years; wherein 1 felt, that 

copld not be fatisfied with (nor indeed ſeek after) the things of this pe- 
riſhing world, which naturally paſs away; but I deſired true ſenſe of, and 
unity with, that which abideth for ever. There was ſomewhat indeed then 
ſtil} within me (even the ſeed of _— which-leavened and balanced my 
ſpirit almoſt continually ; but I knew it not diſtinctly, fo as to turn to it, 
and give up to it, entirely and underſtandingly: In this temper of mind E 
earneſtly ſought after the Lord; applying myſelf to hear ſermons and read 
the beſt books. I could meet with, but eſpecially the ſcriptures, which were 
very ſweet and ſavoury to me; yea, I very earneſtly defired and preſſed after 
the knowledge of the ſeriptures, but was much afraid of receiving mens 
interpretations of them, or of faſtening any interpretation upon them my- 
ſelf; but waited much, and prayed much, that from the Spirit of the Lord 


1 might receive the true underſtanding of them, and that he would chiefly 


endue me with that knowledge, which I might feel ſanctifying and ſaving. 
And indeed I did ſenfibly receive of his love, of his mercy, and of his 
grace, which I felt ſtill freely to move towards me, and at ſeaſons when 1 
was moſt filled with the ſenſe of my own unworthineſs, and had leaſt expec- 


tations of the manifeſtation of them. But I was exceedingly entangled: 


about election and reprobation (having drunk in that doctrine, according as 
Vo. II. | x its 
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a true love. But that in me which knew not the appearances of the Lord 


it was then held forth by the ſtricteſt of thoſe that were termed Puritans, 
and as then ſeemed to be very manifeſt and we from Rom. ix, Sc.), 
fearing leſt, notwithſtanding all my deſires and ſeekings after the Lord, he 
might in his decree have paſſed me by; and I felt 77 be bitter to me 
to bear his Wrath, and be ſeparated om his love for evermore; yet, if he 
had o.decreed,jiviwould be, and E ſhould (notwithſtanding theſe fairi be- 
ginnings: ud hopes) fall away and periſh at the laſt. In this great trouble 
and grief (which was much added to 3 finding the Spirit of God ſo in 
me and with me, as I had read and beheved the former Chriſtians had it), 
and in mourning over and grapling with ſecret cortuptions and temptations, 


'I ſpent many years, and fell into great weakneſs of body; and often caſt- 


ing myſelf upon my bed, did writig my hands and weep bitterly,” beg- 
ging earneſtly af the Lord, daily, that! I might; be pitted by him, and 
helped againſt my enemies, and be made conformable: to the image of his 
Son; by his own renewing power. And indeed at laſt (when my nature 
was almoſt fpent; and the pit of deſpair was even cloſing its mouth-upon 
me) mercy ſprang, and deliverance game, and the Lord my God owned me, 
and, ſealed his love unto me, and light ſprang within me, which made not 
only the fcriptures, but the very outward creatures glorious in my eye, ſo 
that every thing was ſweet and pleaſant and lightſome round about me. 
But I ſoon felt, that this eſtate was too high and glorious for me, and I was 
not able to abide in it, it fo overcame my natural ſpirits; wherefore, bleſ- 
ſing the name of the Lord for his great goodneſs to me, I prayed unto him 
ta take that from me which I was, not able to bear, and to give me 2 a 
proportion of his light and preſence, as was ſuitable to my preſent ſtate, 
and might fit me for his ſervice. - Whereupon this was preſently removed 
from me; yet a ſavour remained with me, wherein I had ſweetneſs, and 
comfort, and refreſhment for a long ſeaſon. But my mind did not then 
know how to turn to and dwell: with that which gave me the ſavour, nor 
rightly to read what God did daily write in my heart, which. ſufficiently 
manifeſted itſelf to be of him, by. its living virtue and pure operation 


upon me; but I looked upon the ſcriptures to be my rule, and ſo would 


weigh the inward appearances of God to me by what was outwardly writ- 
ten, and durſt not receive any thing from God immediately, as it ſprang 
trom the fountain, but only in that mediate way. Herein did I limit the 
Holy One of Iſrael, and exceedingly hurt my own foul, as I afterwards 
felt and came to underſtand. Yet the Lord was tender to me, and con- 
deſcended exceedingly, opening ſcriptures to me, freſhly every day, teach- 


ing and inſtructing, warming and comforting my heart thereby; and truly 


he did help me to pray, and to believe, and to love him and his appear- 
ances in any; yea, to love all the ſons of men, and all his creatures, with 


in 


towards the Holy Land. 51 
in my ſpirit, but would limit him to words of ſcriptures. formerly written, 
that proceeded yet further, and would be raiſing a fabrick of knowledge 
out of the ſcriptures, and gathering a perfect rule (as I thought) concern- 
ing my heart, my words, my ways, miy-worſhip ; and according to what I 
thus drank in (after this manner, from the ſcriptures): I practiſed, and with 
much ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit and prayer to God fell a helping to build up an 
Independent congregation, wherein the ſavour of life - and · the preſence of 

God was freſh with me, as I believe there are yet ſome alive of that 


This was my ſtate, when 1 was ſmitten, broken; and diſtreſſed by the A 

Lord, confounded in my worſhip, confounded in my knowledge, ſtripped 
| of all in one day (which it is hard to utter) and was matter of amazement 

| to all that beheld 'me: I lay open and naked to all that would enquire of 
me, and ſtrive to ſearch out what might be the cauſe the Lord ſhould: deal 
ſo with me. They would at firſt be jealous that I had ſinned and provoked 
him fo to do; but when they had ſcanned things thoroughly, and I had 
opened my heart nakedly to them, I do not remember any one that ever 
retained that ſenſe concerning me. My ſoul remembereth the wormwood 
and gall, the — of that ſtate, and is ſtill humbled: in me 
in the remembrance of it before the Lord. Oh! how did I wiſh with Jab, 
that I might come before him, and bowingly-plead with him; for indeed I 
had no ſenſe of any guilt upon me, but was ſick of love towards him, and 
as one violently rent from the boſom of his beloved! Oh! how gladly 
would I have met with death! For I was weary all the day long, and afraid 
of the night, and weary alſo of the night-ſeaſon,, and afraid of the enſuing 
day. I remember my grievous and bitter mournings to the Lord; how 
often did I ſay, O Lord, why haſt thou forſaken me 2 Why haſt thou broken me to 
pieces? I had no delight but thee, no defire after any but thee. My heart was 

bent wholly to ſerve thee, and thou haſt even fitted me (as appeared to my ſenſe) 
by many deep exerciſes and experiences for thy ſervice ; why doſt thou make me thus 
miſerable ? Sometimes I would caſt mine eye upon a ſcripture, and my heart 
would even melt within me; at other times I would deſire to pray to my 

| God, as I had formerly done; but I found I knew him not, and I could 
not tell how to pray, or in any-wiſe to come near him, as I had formerly 
done. In this condition I wandered up and down from mountain to hill, 
trom one ſort to another, with a cry in my ſpirit, Can ye teil news of my be- 
loved? Where doth he dwell ? Where doth be appear? But their voices were 
{till ftrange to me, and I ſhould retire ſad and oppreſſed, and bowed down 

in ſpirit, from them. * | 
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r- Now ſurely, all ſerious, ſober, ſenſible people, will be ready | ro enquire, | 
th how I came fatisfyingly to know the Lord at length; or whether I do yet 

rd certainly know him, and am yet truly fatisfied ?. + 1 = ws | 
in | | 121 es. 
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52 A brief Account f my Souls Travel. 
Tes indeed, I am ſatisfied at my very heart. Truly my heart is united 
to im whom I longed aſter, in an everlaſting covenant of pure life and 


e. 1 5 a 4 4-3 : 34 * I 5 1 
Well then, how came this about? will ſome ſayin: 


Why thus. The Lord opened my ſpirit, the Lord gave me the certain 


and ſenſible feeling of the pure ſeed, which had been with me from the 
beginning; the Lord cauſed his holy power to fall upon me, and gave me 
ſuch an inward demonſtration and feeling of the of life, that J cried 
out in my ſpirit, This is he, this is he; there is not another, there never was 


another. He was always near me, though I knew him not (not ſo ſenſibly, not 
ſo diſtinctly, as now he was revealed in me and to me by the Father); Ob. 


that I might now be joined to him, and be alone might live in me. And ſo in the 
willingneſs, which God had wrought in me (in this day of his power to my 
ſoul), I gave up to be inſtructed, exerciſed, and led by him, in the wait- 
ing for and feeling of his holy ſeed, that all might be wrought out of me 
which could not live with the ſeed, but would be hindering the dwelling 
and reigning of the ſeed in me, while it remained and had power. And 
ſo I have gone through a ſore travail, and fight of afflictions and tempta- 
tions, of many kinds; wherein the Lord hath been merciful to me in 
helping me. and preſerving the ſpark of life in me, in the midſt of many 
things which had befallen me, whoſe nature tended to quench and extin- 
iſh it. * . | KOH | | 1 
” Non thus having met with the true way, and walked with the Lord 
therein, wherein daily certainty, yea and full aſſurance of faith and of un- 
derſtanding is at length obtained; I cannot be filent (true love and pure 
life ſtirring in me and moving me), but am neceſſitated to teſtify of it to 


others; and this is it, To retire inwardly, and wait to feel ſomewhat of 


the Lord, ſomewhat of his Holy Spirit and power, diſcovering and draw 
ing from that which is contrary to him, and into his holy nature and hea- 
venly image. And then, as the mind is joined to this, ſomewhat is re- 
ceived, ſome true life, ſome true light, ſome true — which the 
creature not exceeding (but abiding in the meaſure of) is ſafe; but it is 
eaſy erring from this, but hard abiding with it, and not going before its 
leadings. But he that feels life, and begins in life, doth he not begin 
ſafely ? And he that waits, and fears, and goes on no further than his cap- 
tain goes before him, doth he not proceed ſafely? Yea very ſafely, even 
till he cometh to be ſo ſettled and eſtabliſhed in the virtue, demon- 
{tration and power of truth, as nothing can prevail to ſhake him. Now, 
bleſſed be the Lord, there are many at this day, who can truly and faith- 
fully witneſs, that they have been brought by the Lord to this ſtate. 
And thus have we learned of the Lord; to wit, not by the high, ftriving, 
aſpiring mind; but by lying low, and being contented with a little. y It 

ut 


but a crumb of bread (yet if bread) if but a dro 
we have been contented with it, and alſo + 


by thoughtfulneſs; and wiſe ſearching and de yr — 
nor by thou S; and wiſe ng and deep con wich our 
own wiſdom and reaſon have we obtained it; but in the ſtill, meek, and hum- 


ble waiting, have we found that — into the death, which is not to know 


the myſteries af God's kingdom, and chat which is to live, made alise and 


increaſe in life. 


99 ö eee en 

Therefore he that would truly know the Lord, let him take heed of his own 
reaſon and underſtanding. I tried this way very far; for I conſidered moſt 
ſeriouſly and uprighrly ; I prayed, I read the ſcriptures, I earneſtly deſired 
to underſtand and find out whether that, which this people, called Qu A- 
KERS, teſtified of, was the only way and truth of God (as they ſeemed to 
me but to pretend); but for all this prejudices multiplied upon me, and 
ſtrong reaſonings againſt them, which appeared to me as unanſwerable. 
But when the Lord revealed his ſeed in me, and touched my heart there- 
with, which adminiſtered true life and virtue to me, I preſently felt them 


there the children of the Moſt High, and fo grown up in his life, power, 
and holy dominion (as the inward eye, being opened by the Lord, ſees). as 


drew forth from me great reverence of heart, and praiſes to the Lord, who 


had fo appeared among men in theſe latter days. And as God draweth, 


in any reſpect, oh! give up in faithfulneſs to him! Deſpiſe the ſhame, take 
up the croſs; for indeed it is a way which is very croſs to man, and which 


his wiſdom will exceedingly be aſhamed of; but that muſt be denied and 


turned from, and the ſecret ſenſible drawings of God's Spirit waited for and 
given up to. Mind, people: He that will come into the new covenant, 
muſt come into the obedience of it. The li of life, which God hath 
hid in the heart, is the covenant; and from this covenant God doth not 
give knowledge to ſatisfy the vaſt, aſpiring, comprehending. wiſdom of 


man; but living knowledge, to feed that which is quickened by him; 


which knowledge is given in the obedience, and is very ſweet and precious 
to the ſtate of him that knows how to feed upon it. Yea truly, this is of 
a very excellent, pure, precious nature, and a little of it weighs down that 
great vaſt knowledge in' the comprehending part, which the man's ſpirit 
and nature ſo much prizeth and preſſeth after. And truly, friends, I wit- 
neſs at this day a great difference between the ſweetneſs of comprehend- 
ing the knowledge of things, as expreſſed in the ſcriptures (this I fed 
much on formerly), and taſting the hidden life, the hidden Manna in the 
heart (which is my food now, bleſſed for ever be the Lord my God and 
Saviour). Oh! that others had a true, certain, and ſenſible taſte of the life, 
virtue, and goodneſs of the Lord, as it is revealed there | Surely, it could 
not but kindle the true hunger, and inflame the true thirſt ; which can 
never be ſatisfied but by the true bread, and by water from the living 

| | fountain. 


54 A brief Account of ny Soul's Travel, &c. 
fountain. This the Lord (in the tenderneſs of his love, and in the riches. 
of his grace and mercy) hath brought us to; and this we earneſtly and 
 uprightly defire and endeavour, that others may be brought to alſo; that 
they may rightly (in the true ſilence of the - fleſh, and in the pure ſtillneſs 
of ſpirit) wait for, and in the Lord's due time receive, that which anſwers. 
the deſire of the awakened mind and ſoul, and fatisfies it with the true pre- 
cious ſubſtance for evermore, Amen. ro bet 
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IS AAC PENING TON. 


* 
7 ] PA 
— . C 2 | 
a. 


FRIEND. af 

HAVE heard that ye are Tee 
I learning. I am not for 8 any man, in endeavouring after 
that which is good, uſeful, and excellent in its kind and place; but it is 
the advantage of every thing, to know and abide in its place; and ta 
honour and ſerve him, from whom all good gifts and. endowments come: 


Man hath but a moment in this world, and he is here no more; and then 


the ſpirit returneth to God that gave it, to give an account of the talent 
which he gave it, and its improvement thereof, to the gory of him that 
gave it, and to the ſalvation of its own ſoul. Now, this talent is of an 
higher kind than nature, and will lead higher than nature; giving a man 
to partake of that wiſdom from which nature came; and teaching him to 
order all that is natural to its right end. For God is not an enemy to na- 
ture, but to the corruption and diſorder of nature. I deſire ye might 
know and partake of the true wiſdom, and feel union with God in the 
principle of his own life; and the incorruptible and heavenly ſeed of God 
receive dominion over the earthly and corruptible. For this end ſingly, in 


the love ſpringing up in my heart towards you (as it often doth, both to- 


wards particular perſons and ſocieties; for I am a friend to all, and a lover 
of all; ſincerely deſiring the good of all, and the right guidance of their 
fouls to happineſs), have I propoſed theſe things following more particu- 
larly to your view, though they concern others alſo, that ye thereby might 
be awakened to ſearch after that which is moſt excellent in you, and be 
* with the virtue and precious effects thereof, to the full ſatis- 
faction and compleat joy of your ſouls, in that which alone is able fully to 
ſatisfy, and give them ground of durable joy and rejoicing, in that which 
is not of a periſhing nature; but which was, and is, and will be the ſame for 
ever. 8 Fa wa | | 


From a friend to the everlaſting peace of your ſouls, and a deſirer of 
your welfare and proſperity in this world, | | 


ISAAC PENINGTON. 


SOME 


THINGS relating to RELIGION, Ge. 


a 


Of Certainty, and rightly-grounded Aſſurance, in Matters of 
RELIGION. 35 


| TA is a witneſs of and from God in every conſcience ; which, 
in his light, power, and 3 witneſſeth for him, and againſt 
| that which is contrary to him, as he pleaſeth to move upon it, viſit- 
ing and drawing the hearts * the ſons of men by it. „ | 
From this witneſs proceeds the true and well-grounded religion in the 
mind towards God : For this witneſs both teſtifieth and demonſtrateth that 
there is a God, and alſo inclineth the mind to deſire and ſeek after the right 
knowledge and true worſhip of him. © Xe Le 
And ſuch who keep to this witneſs, and wait upon God therein, are 
taught by it the true Ctirual worſhip; the true and pure fear of the Moſt 
High; the faith which he giveth to his ſaints ; the love which is chaſte and 
unteigned ; the hope which purifieth the mind, and anchors it on the eter- 
nal rock; the meekneſs, patience, gentleneſs, humility, &c. which is not 
of man's nature, but the gift of God, and the nature of the heavenly 
giver. | | wo | | 
And then for exerciſes of religion, as praying to the Father of ſpirits, 
hearing the heavenly voice, reading in the Spirit, and with the renewed 
underſtanding, ſinging and making melody in the heart (and alſo with the 
voice) to the Lord, as his life is felt, and the ſpiritual bleſſings and treaſure 
received; all theſe, and whatever elſe is judged neceſſary for the foul, are 
taught by this witneſs of God in the conſcience, as the foul groweth up in 
the light, Spirit, nature, and holy power thereof. ILL 3B. COIs a 
But now, when the Lord reacheth to his witneſs in men, and is teaching 
their hearts by it, then the enemy, the other ſpirit, whole ſeat is in the 
other part, keepeth a noiſe there, to overbear the voice of the witneſs, 
and to make men take up religion in another part, which is ſhallow, and 


reacheth not to the depth and weight of truth, which is in the witneſs 
You: Þ. I | of 


58 Of Certainty and righthly-trounded Aſſurance 

of God, and which the witneſs of God gives to them that come 
thither. | | | 

about God, and his worſhip; wherein he raiſeth up the vain ſhallow- mind, 
forging and bringing forth ſomewhat” pleaſing and Wtable to the earthly 
underſtanding; taking up the mind therewith, and engaging the heart in 
ſome ſuch practices therefrom as may quiet and ſatisfy that part in men. 
For the ways that men take up in their reaſonings and underſtandings, ſa- 
tisfy their reaſonings and underſtandings ; and ſo they walk in the light of 
the ſparks, and warm themſelves by the fire of their own kindling; but all 
this anſwers not the witneſs of God in them, nor will be approved by his 
light in their own conſciences, when it comes again to be revealed and 
made manifeſt in them. | | | 

This was the ground of the error both of the Jews and Gentiles. 

The Gentiles were enlightened by God with his true light; what might 
be known of God (ſuitable to their ſtate and-capacity) being manifeſted in 
them; inſomuch as it is witneſſed concerning them in the ſcriptures (which 
are a true record and. teſtimony) that they knew God. But when they 
knew him, they glorified him not as God, but became vain in their ima- 
ginations, and fo their fooliſh heart was darkened concerning him: and they 
worſhipped him not as the witneſs taught them he was to be worſhipped, not 
according to the manifeſtation. of his light in them; but according to their 
own fooliſh imaginations and reaſonings, which taught them to make images 
of him, and ſo to worſhip him in and through creatures, according to their 
own inventions; which is not the true worſhip, Rom. i. 21, 22, 23. 
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So likewiſe the Jews, not keeping to the manifeſtation of his light within 
them (to the word or commandment nigh in the mouth and heart, to 
which Moſes directed them), which would have taught and enabled them 

to have kept to the Law of the letter without them; they alſo ran into 
the nature and ſpirit of the heathen, and fell into imaginings and reaſonings, 
which led them to worſhip like them; inſomuch that they alſo changed. 
their glory into the image of an ox, that eateth graſs, P.. cvi. 20. 

Now from this part in man ariſeth all the uncertainty, and doubts, and 
diſſatisfaction about religion. And hence ariſe the opinions, and judgments, 
and reaſonings, in, the minds of men: yea, indeed, the beſt of mens reli- 
gion here is but an opinion or judgment, which the breath of God's Spirit 
will ſhake and diſſolve every-where, ſooner or later. All fleſh is graſs; and 
all the beauty of mens knowledge, religion, and worſhip here, will wither 
like graſs. All the buildings and churches that are raiſed here (how beau- 
tiful ſoever) are but Babylon, built by man's underſtanding, by man's know 
ledge, by man's comprehenſion, by man's wiſdom, by man's ſkill, and in- 

deed in man's will and time, and their ſtanding, beauty, ſtrength, and 


glory, is but from man, and in man's day, and will fade away like a 
r | 


30 


But 


in Matters of Religion. 59 
But the true certainty is in the day of God, from the light of his 
Spirit ſhining-into man's ſpirit, from God's inward reaching to his heart by 
his power, and teſtifying his truth there. And this all the powers of dark- 
neſs cannot prevail againſt in itſelf z no, nor againſt that man tht is kept 
to it. For it is'thefrock (the only rock) upon which the whole church is 
built, and which cannot fail to preſerve every rfiember of the church which 
is built uh t. Oo ot OT oe BN OR BY 
Ye then which would come to certainty in religion, obſerve the wa) 
which is made manifeſt from God in this our day, bleſſed be his name, 
which is this: mind the witneſs of God in thy heart, and come to, and 
build upon, the light thereof Dwell not in reaſonings ; take not up thy 
religion in reaſonings of the mind; but paſs through them, paſs beyond 
them, into a light 'of an higher nature. Wait to know the birth which is 
from God, and the hght ufich he gives to that birth. What is the birth? 
Is not the birth of and from the ſecond Adam ? And What is the heavenly 
birth's light? Is it not the light of the ſecond Adam? Ts it not in nature 
and kind above the light of the firſt Adam? Where is the ſeat of reaſon- 
ings? Is it not the earthly mind, the fallen mind? Here lies man's ſtrength ; : 
here is man's wiſdom; here is man's life. It is ſo indeed; 'bur the em 
of Chriſt, the light of Chriſt, the life of Chriſt, the power of Chriſt, is a 
croſs to this; finds it in the enmity againſt God, crucifies it, flays it, brings 
it to nothing; and he that will become wiſe as to God, muſt become a fool 
unto all this, a child, a babe, entering the kingdom without this, and 
muſt there remain naked as to this, and never put it on more. | 
Novy obſerve (ye that have underſtanding and true ſenſe) the, diffęrence 
between the religion which God hath taught us, and led us into, and the 
religions of all men upon the earth beſidees. 


Our religion ſtands whally our of that, which all their religion ſtands in. 
Their religion ſtands in the compretienſion, in a belief of a "literal relation 
or deſcription. * Our religion ſtands in a principle "which changeth the 
mind, wherein the Spirit of life appeareth to, and witneſſeth in the con- 
ſcience to and concerning the things of the kingdom; where we hear the 
voice, and fee the exprets image of the Inviſtble One, and know things, 
not from an outward relation, but from their inward nature, virtue, and 
ome | Yea, here (we muſt , profeſs) we ſo know things, that we are 
ully ſatisfied about them, and could not doubt concerning them, though 
there never had been word or letter written of them; though indeed 
it is alſo a great comfort, and ſweet refreſhment. to us, to read that teſtified 
of outwardly, which (through the tender merey of our God) we feel and 
enjoy inwardly. And in this our whole religion conſiſts; to wit, in the 
ſilence and death of the fleſh, and in the quickening and flowing life of 
the Spirit. For he who is of the new-birth, of the new-creation, of the 
ſecond Adam (the Lord from heaven), is as really alive to God, and as 
really lives to him in his Spirit, as ever he was really dead in treſpaſſes and 
{ins in the time of his alienation and eſtrangement from God. 5 
| 12 | 
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(1... Of Tradethef of pit," and Pſion, 


E which is born of God, he who is of the love, and in the love, can- 

not but be tender. He who is born of the earthly wiſdom, who 
taketh up and holdeth forth a religion there, cannot hut perſecute. Why 
ſo? Becauſe he cannot but judge that any man may take up religion as he 
hath done, and ſo, by panes, may come to acknowledge and take 
what he hath taken up, and holdeth forth, or elſe he LE tul and ſtuborn, | 
as he judgeth. But now he that is born of God, at 4 hath received his 
light, knowledge, religion, and way of worſhip from him, he knowerh 
that no man can rightly receive them but the ſame way; to wit, from God, 
by the light which he cauſeth to ſhine into the heart at hs 9 aps 
in the faith which he gives. So that God's free and powerful & irit is to be 
waited upon, for the working of all in his people, and not any forced to act 


enn. a 1 1 . - 14 =— Sed 6 = 
beyond, t Contrary to, the principle of his life and light, in them... 
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A QR concerning SEP ARATION, | 
Query. HEI HER, after the apoſtaſy from the Spirit, life, and 
W power of the apoſtles, and the getting up of - antichriſtian 
ſtate, church, and worſhip, there muſt not of neceſſity be a ſeparation 
from all theſe, before there can be a recovery of the life and power again, 
and of the true church- ſtate, which was brought forth in the days of the 
apoſtles? Muſt there not be a perfect coming out of the corrupt ſtate (in 
the whole nature, ſeveral parts and degrees of it) before there can be a re- 
ſtoration to, and witneſſing of, the true and pure ſtate? Muſt not the 
Ehriftians now come out of all the antichriſtian inventions and churches, as 
well as the Chriſtians of old came out of all the heatheniſh worſhip, yea, 
out of the Jewiſh worſhip and church (which once was of God) before they 
can become an holy building, an habitation to God in the Spirit? Yea, 
doth not the ſame Spirit which cried to the people of God then, Come out 
From among them, and be ye ſeparate, &c. call and cry now, Came out of her, 
my people, out of Babylon, out of the falſe church, out of all the antichri- 
ſtian buildings, which are reared up after the ſeveral forms and ways of 
mens inventing, being out of the Spirit, life, and power which alone is able 
to build up in and unto the Lord? And what is that which cries out againſt 
ſeparation, in the day of the Lord's dividing and ſeparating, but that. ues 
| | whic 


Auer concerning Separation. 51 
which would hold back the ſoul from being gathered to the Lord, in the 
chains of darkneſs, and in the land of death and confuſion? + 

Ohl that men knew that which divides and ſeparates, and which is ap- 
pointed by God to divide and ſeparate both inwardly. and outwardly, and 
might feel the full work and effect of it, even perfect ſeparation from all 

that is not of God, that ſo they might be joined to him, and built up in 

him, who is the life, reſt, peace, joy, and pure breath of the ſoul for 
ever]! The word of God is quick and powerful, ſharper than any twa-edged 
ſword; and what doth it do-? Why it ſeparates between nation and nation, 
between church and church, between 4 and people, between cattle and 
cattle, between ſoul and ſoul, yea, between the thoughts and intents of 
the ſame heart; owning and cheriſning all that is of the pure, and condemn- 
ing and deſttoying all that is of, the impure. And happy, oh4: for ever 
happy is he, who can witneſs. the work of this word perfected n his ſoul, even 
the axe of the Lord powerfully laid to, and having cut down all that is cor- 
rupt in him, that the pure plant of God may flouriſh, and bring forth fruit 
in him in peace, without. annoyance or interruption of the impure: Then 
the river of life, as the ſtreams of everlaſting;righteouſneſs, ſnall How- inte 
the veſſel, and Jeruſalem become in and to him a quiet habitatian and no- 
thing be able to hurt or deſtroy any thing of life in him, whoidwells: in, and 
abides on, the mountain of God's holineſs, Oh! bleſſed is nthe race of 
travellers, which in] the pure light of the everlaſting day are travelling 
thitherwards, even with their hearts and faces faithfully bent towards Sion, 
which is the holy, ſpiritual, heavenly hill of God! And bleſſed, oh! bleſſed 
for ever is the Lord God of life and power, who is the faithful guider, 
leader, and conducter of all that follow the footſteps of the flock, in the 
way which is pure, true, living, and everlaſting. RSS > | 
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Concerning the waſhing away of Sin from the Con- 
ſcience, and the Garment of Salvation, and what it 
is that is covered therewith. - __ 


HERE is ſomewhat appointed by God to waſh away fin, which is 
the water of regeneration, the water of life, the Spirit's water, and 
the blood of the Lamb, which are known, received, and felt by faith in 
the light of the Spirit, wherein alone his work is wrought. . | 
Thus now, upon believing, the ſoul is waſhed; the faith brings in, or 
lets in, the water and blood, which cleanſe and purge the conſcience from 
the fin, which before ſtained and defiled it: and according to the faith, fo 
is the water and blood let in, and accordingly is the waſhing. And he that 
5 bn 


9 Concerning ib wnfhing:away-of Sin, Kc. 


is baptized, he chat is waſfled: by the Spirit oomes out of the water clean; 
and watching to the light herein he was purified, witneſſeth the powerful 
word of life as able to preſerve in eleanneſs, as it was to cleanſee: 
But if chere be not a watch to, and faith in, und ſingleshearted obedience 
to, that whicharified,' and keepeth pure, there is that near which will de- 
file, Where it is heatkeried vo and let in; there is chat which will tempt to 
luſt and fin; and ſo draw into darkneſs and death again. And if any man 
fin afterwards, Gn deflles again, and the ftain thereof will lie upon the 
cunſelence; till by repentance and faith the Water and blood be let in again, 
and the cleanſing virtue from it received and reſtored again. So that if 
any man ſin, thefe is an “ advocate, an interceſſor, a divine helper, one who 
hatly the water of life, and: the blood of life to waſh with. There is a 
fountain ſet open for ſin, and for uncleanneſs, for Judah and Jeruſalem to 
waſh 1 but every defilement and pollution fticks until it be 


Now there are fins of ſeveral kinds Some are eaſily remitted and waſhed 


off, inſomuch as the ſtain is hardly felt by the ſoul, the tender mercy and 
Pure life doch ſo readily and naturally flow over them. Some again are 
ny held and bound by the Spirit upon the conſcience, and often remem- 
bered to the heart, which is apt to backſlide: yea, there is in ſome caſes a 
ſevere judgment, and a long waiting on the Lord for his mercy, and for his 


renewing and enlivening of faith, before the water and blood which waſheth 


can be again felt. For faith is not in a man's power, nor repentance nei- 
ther; but they are given of God, to whom and when he pleaſeth. And 
a man that is in part converted, may give ear to the enemy, and let in ſin 
and: death upon the foul ; but he cannot repent again preſently, nor believe 
again preſently; but as God breathes upon him, and revives the work of 
faith and repentance in him. 

There were ſins under the old covenant, and there are ſins under the 
new. The ſins of the old covenant did lie upon him that committed 
them, until they were expiated according to the law of the old covenant ; 
and ſins under the new covenant lie alſo upon the ſoul and conſcience, 
until they be expiated according to the law of the new covenant ; which is 
until the advocate interpoſe and plead with the Father, and give faith and 
repentance to the ſoul, and ſprinkle upon the heart and confcience that 
water and blood which hath virtue in it to waſh. And if it were not for 
this after-waſhing (as I may ſo ſay) no man could be ſaved: but though he 
were once waſhed, yet ſinning again afterwards, he would die in his fins 
(and fo fall under condemnation), unleſs he were again waſhed. Oh ! bleſſed 


be the name of the Lord, for the water and blood of the covenant, and 


* But this is not the ſtate of them that fin wilfully after they have received the 
knowledge of truth. | 


for 


Sj. 

Concerning the waſhing away of Sin, &c. 63 

for his continual pouring them out upon the ſouls of his, in the light that 
Now as men come to the truth as it is in Jeſus, they will find their own 
aprehenſions about theſe things to have been but dreams, wherewith the 
enemy hath fed and pleaſed them, while he hath lulled them aſleep in the 
night of darkneſs; that he: might the better ſteal away the true weighty 
knowledge of the things of the kingdont- from them. Thus men- Have 
dreamed about juſtification, about ſanctification, about regeneration, about 
redemption, about faith, hope, love, righteouſneſs, peace, joy, &c. And 
have been miſtaken about them, miſſing of that power and light whereby 
and wherein they are revealed and made manifeſt. Now he that will rightly 
know theſe things, muſt know them in the feeling and true experience; 
and therein he ſhall find all theſe are wrought in a myſterious way of pure 
life's operation, out of the reach- of man's comprehenſion; and no man 
can underſtand. them, but as the new and holy underſtanding is given him; 


n 


nature, and-retains the new underſtanding. . 

So for the garment of ſalvation; that is Chriſt; the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, the nature of Chriſt, the Spirit of Chriſt. This is the hay coyer- 
ing. He that puts on Chriſt, puts on this: he that wears Chfiſt, wears 
this: he that appears before God in Chriſt, appears in this; and the: ſoul 
puts on this, as it puts off the other. It is the purified ſoul that only puts 
on him that is pure: and as a man is cleanſed from the impure, ſo only hath 
he in him a capacity of receiving and being cloathed with Chriſt. And this 
now is the work of the true miniſtry; to wit, to preach the Word, to re- 
veal the Word, and bring the mind to the Word (which changeth it, and 
begets the new capacity), and ſo to begin the work of life and reconcilia- 
tion, wherein and whereby there is ſome uncloathing of the old, and ſome 


nor retain the ſenſe and knowledge of them, but as he abides in the new 


loathing with the new; and ſo to carry on this work in the Spirit and power 


of the Father until it be perfected. And this is a bleſſed work, and 
bleſſed 1s. the miniſtry which is called to, and entruſted with, this work, 
being faithful in it: and bleſſed are they that witneſs the truth of, and re- 
ceive the effect of, this miniſtry, and are fubje& to it in the Lord. For 
through and under this miniſtry there is a receiving of a perfe& gift in 
ſome meaſure at firſt (wherein ſome true union and little acquaintance with 
the Lord of life is at firſt witneſſed, and ſome operation of the light and 
power of his Holy Spirit): and a growing up in it unto perfection, as the 
foul is exerciſed by it, and faithful to the Lord in the exerciſe, under the 
daily croſs, which daily worketh againſt and crucifieth. in the heart, mind, 


life, and converſation whatever is contrary to God, as it is ſingly waited for, 
taken up, and ſubjected to. | | 
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SOME 


' QUESTIONS and ANSWERS, 


CONCERNING 


T he Church of the New Covenant, ike Rock or Foun- 
dation whereon it is built, and its Preſervation by and 
upon the Rock. With ſome QukRkIESs concerning the 
ſcattered Eſtate of the true Church, and concerning 
that Church which got up in its ſtead, and made a 
great Shew with her golden ra for the Time while 
the true Church was ſcattered. 


Queſt. 1. 7 H 4 T is the church of God 2 the new agreement or 5 


nant ? 

Anſeo. It is a company of living ſtones, quickened by God, and knit 
together in the unity and fellowſhip of his Spirit, to worſhip God together 
in his Spirit, and offer up unto him ſpiritual ſacrifices, — to God 
by Jeſus Chriſt. What was the church of the old covenant? Was it not 
he ſeed of Abraham, the outward Jews, the children of the old covenant ? 
And what is the church of the new covenant? Is it not the Sed of God, 
the Jews inward, the children of the new covenant ? 

Queſt. How are theſe ſtones joined together ? 

Anſw. By the Spirit of life, which begets them all in one nature, 5 
knits them together in that nature. By the inward circumciſion, cutting 
off that which cauſeth enmity and diſunion, and ſo fitting them to be made 


one new lump in Chriſt. By Chriſt's baptiſm, which is the baptiſm of fire 


and of his Spirit, which burns up the old earthly nature, and fo baptizes 
them into one new living body, ſuitable and fitting to their head, which is 
the fountain of life, and diſtributes lite through all the body, according to 


its capacity, need, and ſervice. 


Queſt. Upon what is this church built ? | 
Anſw. Upon the rock or foundation of God, which God hath laid in his 
ſpiritual Sion; which rock is Chriſt. For other foundation can no man lay, 
than that which is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt ; nor other rock did the Lord 


ever chuſe for his church to be built upon; nor r hath any other rock ſuffi- 


cient 


pth E the ſtorms and ſtreſs of the 
powers of darleneſu, which it often meeteth with, even every member, in 
its travels; after it is once built on the rock, the gates of hell preſs hard 
upon it; but abiding; on: the rock, it feels the ſtrength and preſervation of 
the rock. For as they cannot prevail againſt Chriſt, ſo neither can they 
ail againſt that which is built upon him. But if there be a going forth 
m the ſtrength and preſorvation, there is a liableneſs to be made a prey. 
And the promiſe is not abſolutely n to that perſon or congre- 
gation which is receivedꝭ ot let into the truth; but to that perſon or church 
which abideth and continueth in the truth unto the end. The Jews were 
ſafe in the faith and. obedience of their covenant; and the Chriſtians, or 
Chriſtian churches, are not ſafe but in the faith and obedience of theirs. 
For if they walked not humbly with the Lord, and in hi fear, which keeps 
the heart from departing from him, and in the faĩth hereby they ſtand; 
they + were: tq; be cut off from their church: ſtate, as well as the Jews were 
from theirs, / A the apoſtie Paul expreſty tells the church at Note, Nom xi; 
D . 160A 
Anſw. The apoſtle of the Gentiles, who laboured abundantly, even more 
abundantly than all the other apoſtles; and hath left more inſtructionti re- 
lating to the Gentiles than all the apoſtles beſides; and was tender of them; 
in ſtanding for and -defending their liberty in; Chriſt, when Peter à littſe 
warped, and was to be blamed, Gal. ii. 11. For indeed man cannot be 
certain and infallible, further than he keepeth to, and is exerciſed by, the 
certain and infallible Spirit; which he is ſubject to be tempted to err from, 
further than he ſtands upon the watch; and cannot but err from, unleſs he 
feel a continual preſervation in the fear, and by the power of the Lord. 
And the certainty of truth doth not depend ſo much upon the perſon from 
whom it is received, as upon the demonſtration and evidence to the con- 
ſcience wherein it is received. The apoſtles were not lords over the true 
Chriſtians faith; but helpers of their joy. And Chriſt did not require his 
diſciples to believe whatever he knew to be true; but prepared their capa- 
cities, and dropped in according to their capacities. And this is the. way 
of the true miniſters, to wait on God to beget, and on him again to water 
the begotten ſoul, and carry on his work in it; to make them know Chriſt 
their maſter, from whom they are to receive light, life, inſtruction, and di- 
rection; and to feel the head, and be joined to the head, and receive from 
the head their knowledge, as well the leaſt as the greateſt; Heb. viii. What 
is Paul? What is Apollos ? What is Cephas? Were not they carnal that 
cried up theſe one above another? Yet the younger ought to be ſubject to 
the elder, and all to be ſubject one to another in the truth, 1 Pet. v. 5. 
Queſt. 5. What was Peter? | Rafa 
Anſw. One of the diſciples of Chriſt, a precious ſtone in the building 


(John i. 43.) one of the moſt eminent. apoſtles, even the choſen miniſter to 
Vor, II, = K them 
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The grounds of this query are theſe fi 


66 Some Queſtions _" » concering 
them of the circumciſion, as Paul was e the:Geatiles . But. be kneyr that 
Chriſt was the only rock or foundation,.. as: well-as Paul, and that Chriſt 
alone was able to bear the weight of that huilding.o and to defend. it 
the gates of hell; and he never had commiſſion, nor * 1 be again 
he ever 8 himſelf the rock, hut he preached. the foundation- 
e rock of offence, the pol mg gu — Sc. fee 1 Pet, ii. 4. and 
ver. 6, of ub And if an angel from heaven, or ay n or church on earth, 
My interpret any ſcripture, as to hold forth any. ſuch thing. that any elſe be- 
ſides Chriſt is the rock, they nabe they are — — the truth, 
and that their interpretation is of their own private ſpirit, and not that pub- 
lic 1 all the prophets of God, and nend truly ee 
were gui 5 
:.; Queſt. 6. Was. the church always to be. gathered evmpany 7 Or was. there @ 
refit of their hitwng ſcattered? 8266 % wh. 
Ani. There was a poſſibility of dar being: Kattered, Fees: inty, 
if they grew. corrupt in doctrine and practice, and kept not ore] 
Rom. xi. For the Lord God intended a pure building, a — — 
fit to offer the ſpiritual ſacrifices, 1 Pet. ii. 5. An holy peapl 2 
ver. 10. 


E 2 Cor. vi. 17. in which he might dwell and 


If therefore any church depart from the Spirit, and life, and power of the 
apoſtles, and mix again with the world, loſing their own proper pale which 
fenced from the world, they ſoon loſe that which maketh them a church of 
God, and fo become a ſynagogue of Satan. 

| Now it is in my heart alſo to propound a few queries concerning the ſcat- 
tered and hidden eſtate and condition of the church, and concerning that 

church which got up in the view of the workd,: and was een by 
the world inſtead thereof afterwards. 

Queſt. 1. Whether the true church did retain her malie outwardl 2 
her outward ordinances, and way of worſhip of the outward court, | 
ſcattering ? Or whether the falſe church, which appeared in her room as 
ſhe had been the true, caught up and a — in the outwardneſs of theſe ? 

wing? 

1. Becauſe, upon God's meaſuring of his * and worſhippers, the 
outward court (conſider well what that is, and how far it extends) was left 
out of God's meaſure; ſo that he intended to reckon it no longer as his, 
but given by him to the Gentile Chriſtians; ſuch as were Chriſtians or Jews 
in name, but Gentiles in ſpirit and nature, Rev. xi. 

2. Becauſe in the laſt days, when that ſtrange generation of Chriſtians 
was to ſpring up, who ſhould be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, proud, 
blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, falſe-accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe 


that are good, traitors, heady, high- minded, lovers of pleaſures more than 


lovers of God; yet theſe ſhould have a form of godlineſs, but deny the ; 
pours thereof, 2 Tim. iii. I, tob, Now mind: the temple wherein was 


the Church of the New Covenant, &c. 67 
the power, God had removed with the true worſhippers; but the outward 
court (wherein was the appearance of fome kind of a form of a church, mi- 
niſtry, and ordinances) thoſe had got, and were found warthipping in it, in 
the midſt of all this great wickedneſs and abomination of fpirit. 
3. Becauſe the Jews (who were the type) while they were in captivity in 
Babylon, could not ſing the fongs of Sion, nor had the worſhip of the 
And can the ſpiritual Jews fing the ſpiritual ſongs of ſpiritual Sion, in 
Myſtery-Babylon? No; there they are but witneſſes to that life and power 
which the true church enjoyed and floufiſhed with, in her built eſtate. 

'Queps. 2. Whether chis is not an infallible mark, and moſt certain demon- 
ſtration of the falſe church, her ſitting upon many waters; which waters are 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues? Did not the Spirit of the Lord 
thus mark her out to John, Rev. xvii. 15. Did the true church ever fit 
upon many waters? Was not the church a gathering out of the nations 
into the power and life which the nations perſecuted? But the falſe charch 
ſits over the nations with a form of codfineks, but without the true powe 
thereof. Then if this be a mark that God hath ſet * her, let eve y one 
wait to — that he may know thereby which is the, and praiſe the 
name of the Lord for diſcovering her to hm. © 

Que. 3. Whether this falſe church be not rightly called Babylon, even an 
heap of confufion (in a myſtery) as to God's eye, though to man's eye, her 
appearance may be orderly and decent? And whether ſhe be not juſtly 

termed,' by the Spirit of the Lord, the great whore, both for largeneſs in 
bulk, and for the greatneſs of her fornications, having whored from the 
bed of the huſband, and entered into the bed of a ſtranger; and having 
taught and compelled others to acknowledge and worfhip in her forms 
which, thus held forth and maintained by her, are not only without, but 
alſo againſt, the true power? | F 

Queſt. 4. Whether antichriſt be not entered into, and become the head 
of, this falſe church? And whether he doth not ſit there ruling in it, even 
as Chriſt was head of the true, and ſat ruling in the true? And whether an- 
tichriſt doth not keep his hold of this church, and poſſeſs his ſeat in it, 
for many ages and generations, even from the time he got in after the days 

of — 'oftles, till the very coming of Chriſt in his power and brightneſs ? 
5 43 f . it 1-2. 
Queſt. 5. Whether the ont plagues, woes, terrible thunders, and cups 
of God's indignation, ſpoken of in the book of the Revelations, are not to 
be poured, in their ſeveral orders and degrees, upon this falſe church, and 
upon antichriſt, her beloved head and king, even till the be ſtripped naked, 

made deſolate, and her fleſh burnt with fire, and her head bruiſed and de- 
ſtroyed by Chriſt, the true head and king of the true church? | 
Queſt. 6. Whether the people of God, ſuch as feel ſomewhat of the 
power, and bow to the Lord in Spirit and truth in ſome meaſure; yet 
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68 Some Queſtions and Anſwers, Ko. 


theſe, if they mind not his call out of this Babylon, and come not fully out 
of her, but abide in any part of her, obſerving any of her ways or wor- 
ſhips, till the time of God's controverſy with her, and judging of her, .whe- 
ther they alſo ſhall not partake of her plagues ? Rev. xviii. 4. oe 
- Queſt. 7. Whether a people have not great reaſon to fear before the 
Lord, and to look to their ways and worſhips, leſt they be found in any 
thing therein which is not of him, but contrary to him, and fo bring upon 
their ſouls and bodies that wrath and fore judgment from God, which they 
are not able to bear? Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. OO ibn 
Duet. 8. Whether it was not the great love and mercy of God to warn 
the churches of theſe things in the book of the Revelations ? And whether 
he can be ſafe in theſe reſpects, who either doth not underſtand, or not 
obſerve, the warnings given by the Spirit of the Lord therein? How 
often is it therein ſaid, He that hath an ear, let bim bear. what the Spirit of 
God ſaith to the churches. It is alſo ſaid, Bleſſed is be that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep thuſe things. which are written 
therein : for the time is at hand, He then that readeth not, that hath not an 
ear to hear the words of this prophecy, how can he keep what is written 
therein? How can he beware and avoid the ſeeming beauty and glory 
of the falſe church, or ſuffer with the faithful witneſſes of God in their teſti- 
mony againſt her? And if he do not thus, but is entangled by the falſe 
church with her golden cup of fornications (Rev. xvii. 4.) he miſſeth of the 


bleſſing; and ah! what is he to meet with inſtead thereof! My-heart hath 


often melted within me, and my bowels rolled at the conſideration and deep 
ſenſe which the Lord hath given me of theſe things; and this I fay therein, to 
thoſe that deſire life and peace from God, Oh ! wait on him for the eye which 
ſees in his light, for the ear which hears his voice, and for the heart which 
underſtands the words and meſlages of his Spirit, that ye may feel his ga- 
thering, guidance, and preſervation out of that, to which his wrath is for 
ever, and againſt which his wrath is to be made more manifeſt, and poured 
out more fully and abundantly than ever it yet was. For the Lord will empty 
his love and his life into Sion, and empty the very dregs and thick mixtures 
of the cups of his indignation into the very heart and bowels of Babylon ; 
and her ſickneſs, miſery, woe, death, and deſtruction will be exceeding 
dreadful and unutterable. Therefore wait on the Lord in fear and ſingleneſs 
of ſpirit, crying and mourning unto him to diſcover to you the extent and 
limits of this falſe church, this falſe building, this building in a form and 
outward order, without the life and power of the Spirit; and then fly as faſt 
out of her, and from her (and as far) as the Spirit of the Lord leads, even 
till ye come to the holy building, which is of him, and the heavenly places 
which are prepared there by him, for every one of his (according to their 
growth and ſtature in his Son) that ye may ſit down in him. 


Some 
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Who ſpeak. | 
tainments and Experiences in Religion, and yet do 
not witneſs, nor can acknowledge, the Truth, as the 

Lokd hath now revealed it (and done great things by 

it in the Spirits of his People), but look upon it as a 
por mean, and low thing: , gen as nc 

Query 1. LI AVE ye known the —— and terrible day of the Lord, 
a H wherein he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earth? And have ye 

known that ſhaken down in you which muſt be ſhaken. down and removed 

as a cottage, before the everlaſting kingdom can be eſtabliſned in you?ꝰ 

Que) 2. Do ye know the living, powerful, eternal word, which is quick 

and piercing, ſharper than any two-edged ſword, dividing between thought 

and thought, grace and grace (as I may fo ſpeak), light and light, life and 

life, ſpirit and ſpirit, power and power? Sc. Have ye known it an ham- . 

mer, a fire, an axe laid to the root of the corrupt tree? And do ye know 

the corrupt tree (root, branches, leaves, and fruit) ſo cut down by it as 

to cumber the ground no moree 5 a: 

Query 3. Do ye know the paradiſe of God, and the tree of life there? 
Do ye indeed feed thereon? Have you paſſed through the flaming ſword to 
the tree of life? And is the flaming ſword (which once fenced from life, 
and the power thereof) ſet now to fence up the way to the tree of know- 
ledge, that ye may feed no more thereon, and die, but feed only on that 
which is life, and gives life, and fo live for ever 
Nuery. 4. Have ye witneſſed the effects of the great and terrible day of 
the Lord in your ſpirits? Is antichriſt deſtroyed, the whore burnt, fleſh 
conſumed, .man ce from, both within and without? Is the loftineſs 
of man bowed down in you, the mighty removed out of his ſeat, and the 
meek, holy, humble ſeed raiſed up to rule in righteouſneſs in your hearts? 
Is every high tower, battered down, and every fenced wall laid flat? Are 
all your imaginations, and conceivings, and fleſhly apprehendings upon ſcrip- 
tures, yea, every pleaſant picture and image of the things in heaven (formed 
in your minds) brought to an end, and the pure living truth of the Fa- 
ther waited for, received from him, and lived in? Yea, is the Lord alone 
exalted in your ſpirits, and all other dominion, authority, rule, and lord- 

ſhip put under? 3 

Query 3. Do ye know the mountain of the Lord's houſe, and the Lord's 
houſe built and eſtabliſhed by his own Holy Spirit and power upon his won 
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70 Some Queſliunt 10 Perſons, &c. 
holy mountain? And do ye worſhip the Lord alane therein ? Do ye come 
up ta the New Jeruſalem, to. affer_ your ſacrifices there, according to the 
inſtitution of the goſpel? And do ye worſhip the Lord there, on his own 
day, which. he hath ſpiritually made ? And do ye bear no burden, kindle 
no fire, do no work on that his day? Do ye never warm yourſelves at any 
fire, or by any ſparks of your owu kindling? Or are ye yet worſhipping upon 
ſome of the many; mountains. and hills which the Lord hath not formed nor 
eſtabliſhed; biit have been formed and ſer up by man in the night of 
darkneſs, before the everlaſting light of the day brake forth? ' - 
Quexy 6. Do ye know the wilderneſs" through which the paſſage is from 
Egypt to Canaan ? And have ye faithfully travelled in the leadings of God's 
Spirit there-through ? And are ye entered into the pure reſt thereof? Are 
ye not under the law, but under grace; not under the enemy's power, but 
under the Spirit's power, out of the other's reach, fo that the wicked-one 
cannot touch you Have ye gone through the exerciſes and trials of the 
wilderneſs? Have ye fed on the manna dropt down from heaven upon 
your ſpirits therein? Have ye drunk of the water of the rock ? Have ye 
teen the ſerpent lifted up, and felt the healing thereby? Have ye witneſſed 
the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, to be your de- 
fence and leader ? And have ye now at length received the kingdom of life, 


and ſit under the ſhadow of it, drinking water out of your own ciſtern, and 


eating under your own vine and fig- tree the fruits of the good: land, after 
the ſhaking of that which was to be ſhaken; now being come to, and en- 
joying the kingdom which cannot be ſhaken? Have ye really felt theſe 
things, or have ye been in the dreams and imaginings about them: 

Query 7. Do ye walk in the light of the Lord, as the ſpiritual houſe of 
Jacob is to do? Have ye received the Spirit? Do ye live in the Spirit? 
Are ye truly united, ſo as to become one ſpirit with the Lord? Are all the 


walls of partition broken down? And is there nothing now between you, 


but of two ye are made one in that which uniteth? 

If it be thus with you, then hold forth the right-hand of fellowſhip to 
thoſe whom the Lord hath brought hither; and know and acknowledge 
that whereby the Lord hath wrought it in them. But if ye be not really 
in the thing itſelf, but only in the apprehenſions and conceivings about it, 
ye can never ſo be witneſſes concerning theſe things, nor concerning the 
truth whereby God works theſe things: and ye will find there is a great 
gulf between you and us, which ye cannot poſſibly paſs over, till ye meet 
with our principle and guide, and faithfully travel with him in the foot- 
ſteps of the flock, that ye may come to the ſhepherd's tents (even the tents 


Which the ſhepherd pitcheth, and which no man can pitch) and may know 


the true tabernacle, e whereof he is the miniſter. 
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| Whereunts is added, 1 
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Alſo, A brief Account of the Ground of Certainty and Satisfaction, which it Hath 


pleaſed the Lond to eſtabliſh in my Heart, concern . and the Th 
of his Kingdom, ”Y 85 91 


And a QuzsT10N anfwered, about the Way of k wa the Matisns, Doane, 
and Teachings of Cyx1sT's Spirit. 


With ſomewhat relating to the GosPpxL-REsT, or SABBATH. 


And ſome * to ſuch as complain of Want of Power to become the Lok p', 
and ſerve him. 
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Spirit of God works, changing mens hearts, 8 them into his truth, 


and building thom up into an holy temple in his Son? And who can diſcern 
how the ſpitit of deceit works wich an outward knowledge, do&rine,*and 


form of religion, perſuading or 3 men thereunto, and ſo builds 
up a falſe church? Yea, who can tell when the Spirit of the Lord with- 
draweth from a church, which was one his, leaving it to the other ſpirit 
to re- enter and poſſeſs ; from which {time it becometh a ſynagogue of Sa- 
tan? There was need of the anointing of God's wiſdom and Spirit to try 
Jews and Apoſtles: (for thera wert 76 4 even in the apoſtles days, as faid 
they were ſo, but were not) ; andithere is alſo; need of the ſame wiſdom 
and Spirit to try churches, whether they be indeed the churches of Chriſt 


(in. and of his Spirit and power), or only in the name and outward profeſſion 


of the thing, without the nature, Spirit, life, and power thereof. 
The apoſtle Paul (who was the apoſtle of the Gentiles, and knew what 


was likely to be their futuretate) writing to the Romans, tells them, that 


the Gentiles were cut out of the olive-tree, which was wild by nature; and 
were, contrary to nature, ingrafted into the true olive- tree, and ſo came to 
rtake of the root and fatneſs thereof. But withal he tells them, that 
unleſs they did continue in the faith, and in the goodneſs of God, keeping 
out of the high-mindedneſs and conceitedneſs of their own eſtate and con- 
dition, in the; fear (which makes the heart clean, and preſerves it in the 
cleanneſs from that which would defile, and cauſe it to depart from the 

Lord) they likewiſe ſhould be cut off, Rom. xi. 17. and 20, GC. 
Now it would ſeriouſly be conſidered, whether the Gentile churches did 
abide in the faith, and in the goodneſs and power of the Lord, which ga- 
thered them ? Or whether they grew high-minded, holding their eſtate in a 
| pre- 


- 


r = * 
preſumption (as if the promiſe was ſo to them, that they muſt needs, be 
the church for ever) out of the fear, and fo was caſt off by God, and cut 
off (according to the apoſtle's words) from God's Spirit, and fo have not 
| of the root and fatneſs of the Olive-tree, for many generations ? It 
would alfo farther be enquired (if it prove thus, upon true ſearch and ex- 
amination, that they have been cut off); whether they can partake of the 
root and fatneſs of the true Olive-tree any more, till he that caſt them off, 
gather and build them up again? 85 | 
It is true, there have been witneſſes againſt the corrupt ſtate, even a ſeed 
who have been perſecuted by it; and theſe have, in ſome meaſure, par- 
took of the root and fatneſs of the Ohve-tree, all this time of the degenera- 
tion. But hath the church-ſtate of the Gentiles, which provoked God, and 
was caſt off, and perſecuted the witneſſes of the Lamb, his holy ſeed, who 
could not but, in his nature and Spirit, teſtify againſt their corruption? Have 
they partook of the root and fatneſs of the Ofive-tree, or have they not 
rather grown up from, .and drunk in of, the fap and juice of another ſtock ? 
The ſame apoſtle ſpeaks of the man of fin, that wicked one, the ſon of 
perdition ; who ſhould get into the temple of God, fit there, and ſhew 
himſelf as God; and yet oppoſe and exalt himſelf above all that is truly 
called God, and that of right ought to be worſhipped, 2 Theſ. ii. 4. Now 
when he gets into the temple,. doth not he leaven it with his wicked ſpirit, 
making it become wicked, like him that fits and reigns in it, and is the 
head of it? And not the church or temple, all the while lie fits in it, 
partake of the root and fatneſs of the Olive-tree ? (Of Chriſt its former 
vine, of Chriſt its former head)? Or doth it not rather fuck in, and par- 
take of, the venom and poiſon . of this new head ? And how long is this. 
new head, this falſe head of the church, to fit in the temple ? Is it not from 
the very time of his getting in, till Chrift, by the Spirit of his mouth, con- 
ſume and ſcatter him; and by the brightneſs of his appearance and coming 
utterly deſtroy him ? ver. 8. 5 | * 
This is certain (as certain as ever there was a true church in the days of 
the apoſtles), that after the apoſtles days there got up a falſe church, which 
the Spirit of the Lord calls the great whore (indeed ſhe was far bigger, by 
multitudes of degrees, than ever the true church was). This great whore 
had a golden cup in her hand, wherewith ſhe made the kings and inhabitants 
of the earth drunk. And ſhe fat upon many waters; which waters are peo- 
ples, nations, multitudes, and tongues. Did ever the true church do thus? 
That was a little flock, gathered out of peoples, nations, multitudes, and 
tongues, reigning in the Spirit and power of the Lord, over them only 
who were thus gathered; but never ſat upon whole peoples, nations, mul- 
titudes, and tongues, as this great whore hath done, Rev. xvii. 1.—15. 
| Now it would be worth the enquiry what this cup is (this golden cup, 
which appears like gold)? And hat this wine is, wherewith ſhe made the 
R * inhabitants of the earth drunk? Aſk her, and ſhe will tell you, 
oz. H. | * | It 
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It is the cup of ſalvation, and her wine the wine of the kingdom, even the 

doctrine and diſcipline of holy mother · church; out of which, and without 
which, no man can be ſaved. But aſk the Spirit of the Lord (or hear 
what the Spirit of the Lord ſaid to the churches concerning it) and he 
will tell you, it is the wine of fornication, the cup of deſtruction, full of 
abominations, and filthineſs of her fornication; and that ſhe ſhall be ſo far 
from ſaving others, that ſhe ſhall be deſtroyed and periſh herſelf; and who- 
ever drinks of her wine ſhall periſh, unleſs he vomit it up again, and drink 
of the pure blood of the Lamb after it. See Rev. xvii. and alſo chap. xvii. 
and chap. xiv. 9, 10, 11. | 

Now one word, in the love and truth of God, to all that have ſeparated 
from this church. Have ye ſeparated fully? Have ye ſeparated wholly ? 
Have ye ſeparated from her in nature and ſpirit ? Have ye waited for the 
building which God alone can rear; for the church which he alone can 
frame? Or have ye built up another church, in the reſemblance and likeneſs 
of that ye ſeparated from? This is a weighty thing: Ye muſt anſwer it to 
God, and ſtand by his judgment therein. I beſeech you conſider it. Vat 
will it profit a man, ſaith Chriſt, if he gain the whole world, and loſe his own 
ſoul? So fay I in this Caſe : What would it profit you, if ye could make 
your church ſtand, and be approved in the ſight of the whole world, if the 
Lord diſown and diſallow it, and they that are gathered into it periſh by it? 
If it be not of God's building, if it have not his preſence, virtue, Spirit and 

wer in it, it cannot fave. Oh! hear, hear! for the Lord will ſtrip Baby- 
on, and fill her with dreadful plagues and judgments; and ſhe ſhall appear 
naked as ſhe is, and become the ſcorn. of every eye, and the reproach. of 
every beholder: and thac which hath been reproached, ſcorned, hated, and 
perſecuted by her, the Lord will hoaour. 

Now conſider, and wait on the Lord, to know the extent of Babylon; 
that ye may not be found by the Spirit of the Lord (nor by his angels, 
which pour out his plagues upon ber) within her limits. For the Great 
Whore is not Babylon only, or alone; but ſhe is the Mother of harlots, and 
all her Daughters are harlots alſo; even all that have built up churches, 


like her (in her ſpirit, with her materials) out of the leading, guidance,, 
and power of the Spirit of truth. 1 
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I. Of the CuvuRcu in its Firſt and Pure State, when it was 
cloathed with the Sun, had the Moon under its Feet, and was 
crowned with the Crown of Twelve Stars, travailing to Bring- 
forth, and Brought-forth the Man-Child, which was to Rule all 
Nations with the Rod of Iron. I 4 
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| T pleaſed the Father to ſend his Son into the world (in his name, power, 
I and authority), to gather out of the world; and to manifeſt his name 
to the men whom he ſhould gather out of the world. The Jews (for 
all their great profeſſion, and high eſteem of themſelves) were but a worldly 
polity, having but worldly, elementary ſhadows of the good things to 
come, and to be ſet up in the kingdom of the Meſſiah. John preached, 
That the kingdom was at hand; Chriſt ſaid, It was come: John ts for 
it; Chriſt brought it. He came in the Spirit, in the life, in the virtue, in 
the dominion of the Moſt High; and he gathered diſciples unto him, by the 
word and power of the Father. And thoſe that continued in his word, - 
were his diſciples indeed; of his gathering; ſuch as the Father had ſent 
the Son out to ſeek ; even the new ſort of worſhippers, who ſhould wor- 
ſhip neither at Samaria, nor Jeruſalem; nor with reference to any other 
outward place; but in Spirit and in truth. They ſhould meet together in 
that name, wherein Chriſt had gathered them; and meeting ſo, he would 
be in the midſt of them, and they ſhould feel the preſence, power, and au- 
thority, which belonged to his church. - | : 
Now, if any would know what kind of perſons theſe diſciples are, 
Chriſt giveth many deſcriptions of them. They are ſuch as are born from 
above, ſuch as are changed by the name and power which gathers them. 
They are Jews inward, circumciſed inwardly ; ſuch as are baptized: with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire; ſquared ftones, |/hewn by the Spirit, for 
the ſpiritual building ; not old, rough, fierce, cruel, implacable, unregene- 
rate, unholy ſpirits ; but meek, gentle, lowly, tender, poor in ſpirit, _— 
LA ciful, 
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ciful, peaceable in themſelves, and making peace among men, renewed, 
and ſanctified in ſpirit; holy in converſation, ing (both from the hea« 
theniſh, and from the worldly-profeſling ſpirit) for that power of truth and 
righteouſneſs, which they profeſs and bear witneſs to. They are the ſalt of 
the earth, having that in them which ſeaſoneth their own hearts, and which 
hath virtue in it to ſeaſon others. They are the hight of the world, having 
that in them which caſts rays of light, conviction, and demonſtration, 
where-ever they go. They being changed into the leaven of the kingdom, 
become. a leaven, and ſo a weight upon iniquity teſtifying againſt, yea, 
bowing down and afflicting that fpirit, as the power of life ſprings in them 
and breaks forth through them. pe 5 N 
- Now, if the church be thus; if it be a gathering by the power into the 
power; by Chriſt, who came in the name, into the name in which he 
came; muſt not the miniſtry needs be much more thus? Muſt not they be 
grown in the name, be grown in the power, who are to miniſter to thoſe 
Who are gathered into the name, who are gathered into the power? Muſt 
not they be well grown in the Spirit, if they be able miniſters of the 
Spirit? Did not Chriſt, when he ſent out his diſciples to preach in his 
name, give them of his Spirit and power ? And afterwards, when he was 
to go away, and they Gd him, what were they to ſucceed him in? 
Were they not to ſucceed him in his Spirit and power ? And did not he bid 
them wait for it, and receive it, before they went forth to preach and ſet up 
his kingdom? And was it not by this the church was gathered? And can 
the church be preſerved by any thing beneath this? Yea, falling ſhort of this, 
18 it not in a degenerated and fallen eſtate ? | 
After that thoſe who had been gathered in the name, had waited as Chriſt 
directed them, for the holy Spirit and power, and after it had fallen upon 
them, then the glory began, then the miniſtry ſhined, then the church (or 


people gathered in the Spirit and power) ſhined; then great life was in 


them all, then great grace and holineſs was upon them all, then faith (which 
ſprings from the Spirit and power) was freſh, then love abounded; then 
they minded not earthly things, but the kingdom, the life, the glory, 
which was come upon them in power; then Satan's kingdom fell down like 
lightening, and they went on (in and with the Spirit which led them) con- 
quering the Jewiſh profeſſors, and the Heatheniſh worſhippers alſo; none 
being able to reſiſt the power and Spirit wherein they ſpake and miniſtered. 
Read the ſcriptures of the New-Teſtament, and wait on God for the open- 
ing of the true eye in you; and theſe things will be manifeſt and plain to 
you therein; for the ſweetneſs, freſhneſs, preciouſneſs, and beauty of that 
ſtate, may abundantly be read there, by thoſe whoſe eyes the Lord opens. 
To inſtance in ſome places. | 

Peter writes two general epiſtles, in one whereof he ſpeaks of their hav- 
ing received like precious faith with them, 2 Peter i. 1. and in the other, 
that they did rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 1 Peter 1. 8. 
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Lea, he ſpeaks alſo of their being as lively ſtones, built up a fpiritual 
houſe, an holy prieſthood (mark; all God's people who are gathered into 
the name, who are of the faith, who are in the life and power, are prieſts 
unto him) to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Peter ii. 5. Now was it a ſmall thing to be a prieſt under the law, to 
offer up the outward. ſacrifices thereof? What is it then to be a prieſt in 
the Holy Spirit and power of life ? | ey 
John alſo writes a general epiſtle, wherein he divides Chriſtians into three 
eſtates (children, young men, fathers), ſpeaking great things and glorious 
of them all. He ſaid, The darkneſs is paſt, and the true light now ſbineth. 
Paul had faid, The night is far ſpent, and the day, is at hand; but he ſaid, 
the night is paſt, and the day is come, 1 Fohn ii. 8. And he writes to 
all (children, young men, fathers), as being paſſed from the darkneſs, and 
in the light of the day. The little children had had their fins forgiven 
them for his name's fake, and had known the Father, ver. 12, 13. The 
young men were ſtrong, and the word of God did abide in them, and' 
they had overcome the wicked one, ver. 14. The fathers knew him that 
was from the beginning, ver. 13, 14. and knowing that, they knew 
enough; for that was it which appeared to ſave, and that was it which was 
to be preached, even that which was from the beginning, the light which 
was with God, the light which was in God, the light which. was God, in 
which is no darkneſs at all, chap. i. 1. 3. Yea the little children had an 
unction from the Holy One, and they knew all things; and John wrote 
not unto them as not knowing the truth, but becauſe they knew it, chap. ii. 
18. 20, 21. Yea, they had received the anointing, and it did abide in 
them, and they needed not that any man ſhould teach them, but as the 
ſame anointing taught them of all things; and it fo taught them, as that 
no ſeducer nor antichriſtian deceiver could impoſe or prevail upon them, 
they keeping to it, ver. 18.— 26, 27. What a glorious ſtate was here 
when the little children were thus advanced in the ſtrength and power of 
life? Sure that promiſe was now made good indeed, Ye ſpall be all taught of 
God, when the little children were thus taught. Yea, and they were 
taught to abide in him, ſo as they might not fin; for how could they, the 
anointing abiding in them, and teaching them of all things, and they being 
in ſubjection thereto ; for that preſerves out of ſin the veſſel in whom it 
dwells and reigns. Sin is a tranſgreſſion of the law; but they that are in 
the anointing, taught by the anointing, ſubje& to the anointing, are far 
above the righteouſneſs of the law, even in the righteouſneſs of the Son; 
the righteouſneſs of whoſe nature is far above the righteouſneſs which the 
law requires of man's nature. And let men talk and imagine what they 
will, the ſinner is not in the redemption and power of righteouſneſs, which. 
is by Jeſus Chriſt. For that which is born of God doth not commit fin, 
but the ſeed remaineth in him which is born of God, preſerving him from 
the nature and ſpirit of the Devil, and from the works which flow from that 
| | nature 
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nature and ſpirit, chap. iii. 4. Cc. Yea, they might ſo walk as that their 
hearts Rl not condemn them ; but that they might have confidence to- 
wards God, ver. 20, 21. And as Chriſt ſaid to Father; Father, thou 
always heareſt me; ſo could they ſay, Whatſoever we aſk, we receive of him, 
becauſe we keep his commandments, and do thoſe things that are pleaſing in his 
ſight, ver. 22. even as Chriſt had ſaid ; He that ſent me is with me, &c. for 
1 do always thoſe things that pleaſe him, John viii. 29. Yea, theſe little 
children, having received the anointing, were able to try ſpirits, and 
had tried and overcome them (notwithſtanding the ſubtilty and ſtrength of 
all their deceits), becauſe that light, life, Spirit, and power which dwelt 
within them, was greater than that which was in the world, chap. iv. f, 
4. And can the leſs overcome the greater, the greater keeping to its 
ſtrength ? Nay, nay : Theſe that are of the love, and dwell in the love, 
are (by the power and virtue of the love) kept out of all the ſnares and 
devices of the enmity ; for the enmity cannot enter the love, nor the ſoul 
that abides in the love; but only him that departs out of it. Here is a 
munition of rocks, here is ſafety indeed; let him that hath an ear hear, 
and let him that hath a ſpiritual eye read and conſider. What ſhould be 
ſaid more of them ? They were in the love which keeps the commandments 
of the birth to which the victory is given, and in the faith which gives the 
victory, chap. v. 3, 4. Yea, did they not ſo keep themſelves, as that the 
wicked one could not touch them ? ver. 18. How could he, when they had 
overcome him, and abode in that which overcame him? Satan falls like a 
flaſh of lightening before the power of truth, before the living faith; the 
faith which is from, and ſtands in, the power. And if the Devil would fly 
from thoſe that reſiſted him, how much more would he fly from thoſe that 
had overcome him, and ſtood armed with that armour which is painful and 
dreadful to him ? 5 . 

Again, the apoſtle that writeth to the Hebrews, ſpeaketh of their work 
and labour of love (which advanceth the ſoul apace towards the kingdom), 
and of their patient enduring the trials, perſecutions, afflictions, and croſſes 
(through which perfection is attained, James i. 4.) Heb. vi. 10. and chap. 
X. 32, 33. Yea, he ſpeaketh expreſly concerning them, that they were 
come to Mount Sion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Je- 
rulem, and to an innumerable company of angels; to the general aſſembly 
and church of the firſt-born which are written in heaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and to Jeſus the 
mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, chap. xii. 
22, 23, 24. and that they had received, or were receiving, a kingdom which 
could not be moved, ver. 28. | | | 

There is another place in my heart to mention, which ſpeaks great glory 
and an high ſtate, in the ſenſe of my ſpirit, attributing glory and domi- 
nion to Chriſt for his loving them, and waſhing them from their {ins in his 
own blood, and making them kings and prieſts unto God and his Father, 


Rev. 
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Rev. i. 5, 6. What is he who is both a king and prieſt to God? Surely he 
is waſhed, ſurely he is cloathed with the prieſt's raiment, ſurely he is in the 
dominion and purity of life, who reigns and offers up therein holy facri- 
fices to the Father. | | | | | 

Thus far have inſtances been given in reference to the general ſtate. 
Now it is alſo in my heart to give ſome inſtances in particular churches, 
wherein teſtimony is given to the freſhneſs of life in them, and of their pre- 
cious ſtate therein. | b 
Firſt, I ſhall inſtance in that church at Jeruſalem: In what a beauteous 
glory and luſtre did they ſpring forth ! As ii. 41. to the end. Conſider 
the place well, and tell me, if this was not the beginning of the ſpiritual 
and heavenly Feruſalem ; if the glory of it did not deſcend upon this new- 
gathered people and converts? So likewiſe ſee chap. iv. 31, Cc. 

The church at Rome, the apoſtle Paul ſays, were beloved of God ; and 
that their faith was ſpoken of throughout the whole world, Rom. i. 7, 8. 
Now what a glorious precious ſtate was this! For by faith is water drawn 
out of the wells of ſalvation : And how much might they draw, who aboun- 
ded in faith! True faith ſprings from the power of life, and it brings the 
power of life into the foul in which it ſprings, according to the degree and 
growth of it. He that is beloved of God, and abounds in faith towards 
him ; what glory, what life, what virtue, what power can he want ? | 
The ſame apoſtle, writing to the church at Philippi, ſaith, he did thank 
God, upon every remembrance of them ; making requeſt for them with joy always, in 
every. prayer of his for them all, for their fellowſhip in the goſpel (which is power 
and life to them that have fellowſhip therein) from the firſt day until now, 
Phil. i. 3, 4, 5- And he calls them dearly beloved and longed-for, bis joy 
and crown, Chap. iv. 1. TN 

So writing to the ſaints and faithful brethren at Coloſſus, he gives thanks 
for their faith, and their love to all the ſaints, chap. i. 3, 4. And faith fur- 
ther concerning them, that the word of abe truth of the goſpel had brought 

Forth fruit in them, ſince the day they heard and knew the grace of God in truth, 
ver. 5, 6. To what then were they grown? Surely very far into the myſ- 
tery of life in Chriſt ; in whom they had been circumciſed and baptized, and 
were complete, abiding in him, and: drinking in of the life, virtue, and 
power which floweth from him. | | 
_ Likewiſe he writes to the church of the Theſſalonians, as being in God 
the Father, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. i. 1. Ah! how excellent. 
and glorious was the ſtate and condition of Chriſt, to be in the Father! 
How glorious is the ſtate of that church, which is both in Chriſt and in the 
Father! He fpeaks. alſo of their work of faith, and labour of love, and 
patience of hope, verſe 3. Yea, he writes to them again as ſuch, 2 Epheſ. 
1. 1. Surely they: did abide in the vine; they did dwell in the name and 
power into which they were gathered; and ſo did feel the dews from above, 
and the ſprings. from. beneath; ſo that their faith did grow 2 
| | the. 
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their love abound ; and the apoſtles did find cauſe of glorying in them, in 
the churches of God, for their patience and faith in all their perſecutions 
and tribulations that they endured, ver. 3, . . 
Writing alſo to the Epheſians, he giveth an high expreſſion of the good- 
neſs of God to his in thoſe days, and of the bleſſedneſs of their 
eſtate, in that God had bleſſed them with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly 
places in Chriſt, chap. i. 3. That is hard to be underſtood; yet this may 


be ſenſibly faid : In the heavenly places in Chriſt, the ſpiritual bleſſings are 


received; and they that are raiſed together with him, and live in and with 
him, do alſo fit with him in the heavenly places in him, even in the man- 
fions which he hath prepared, and is preparing; for he raiſeth the ſoul 
higher and higher, from glory to glory, at his pleaſure. The apoſtle alſo 
faith, that they were fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God; 
and were built together. in Chriſt, for an habitation of God, through the Spirit, 
chap. 11. 19.-22. | | : 

80 the 8 of Smyrna; Chriſt owneth her works, and tribulations, 
and poverty, and pronounceth her rich, Rev. ii. 8. Chriſt knoweth how to 
value things. | | - | 

And the church of Philadelphia was in a very precious ſtate indeed ; 


Chriſt owning her works, and having ſet before her an open door, which 


no man could ſhut; and promiſing to make thoſe who made a profeſſion 


we. 
"© 20% 


of the truth (of being Jews) but were not in it, to come and worſhip before * 


her feet, and to know that he had loved her; as alſo that he would keep 
her in the hour of temptation, becauſe ſhe had kept the word of his pa- 
tience, Rev. ili. 8, Sc. Thus it is manifeſt that the church in general, 
and many churches in particular, was once in a pure, freſh, living, pow- 
erful glorious ſtate. 


— 
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II. Of the Church in its declining and falling Eſtate. 


ways continue thus: but there was a declining and falling from this 


Bu all the churches were not thus ; nor did thoſe who were thus he 
g 


orious eſtate by degrees, even from the light, brightneſs, purity and 
power of the day, into the darkneſs and corruption of the night again. 

And thus the apoſtaſy came in; to wit, by not keeping to the anointi 
by not abiding in that Spirit, life, and power whereinto they were gathere 


contented with the ſimplicity of truth which is in Chr 
venly bread. For truth is a naked ſimple thing to look at; not anſwering 
man's wiſdom at firſt, nor ever afterwards : but in the croſs to that its power 

is 


od; 
by not keeping ſingly to the voice of the Shepherd. For then another car | 
got up in them, and that itched after new and ſtrange things; not being 


with the plain he- 
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Thus the church of Corinth, who did abound in ſpiritual gifts, yet were 
apt to run out, and be lifted up above their meaſures, and think they 
reigned as kings, without (if not beyond) the apoſtles; and ſo came into 
danger 2 hearkening to falſe ſpirits and miniſters of unrighteouſneſs, 1 Cor. 
iv. 8, Sc. 2 Cor. x. xi. 


1 


And the churches of Galatia, which began well, and very zealouſly, even 
ſo as they could have plucked out their eyes for Paul's ſake; yet were af- 
terwards fo far bewitched and prevailed u that the apoſtle profeſſed he 
ſtood in doubt of them, and was: acai bel he had beſtowed upon them 
labour in vain, Gal. iv. 11. 20. F | 
When the enemy could not prevail in open battle, by manifeſt afflictions, 
oppoſitions, perſecutions, &c. then he tries by deceit, getting into the form, to 
ſee what he can do there, how he can pleaſe and ſatisfy men therewith, and 
ſo work them from that power which redeems. And thoſe that do not eye 
the power, keep to the power, walk in the power, and Judge by the power, 
to be ſure he catcheth this way. The falſe prophets, ſaith Chriſt, which come 
in ſheep's cloatbing (with the good words, as miniſters of righteouſneſs; but 
not with the living powerful fruits of righteouſneſs) come with ſo ſubtil an 
2 as, if it were poſſible, they would deceive the very elect: but 
keepeth that eye in his elect open, which cannot be deceived; but all 
elſe are. They that depart from the power, they that err from the faith, 
they that are in the high-mindedneſs and conceitedneſs, out of the fear, 
they eaſily hearken to ſeducing ſpirits, and drink off their poiſon. And 
Peter plainly foreſaw that theſe would be many, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2. 
See alſo what complaint Paul makes to Timothy, about the declining of 
many from the truth; he exhorts him to keep faith and a good conſcience; 
which ſome having put away, concerning faith have made ſhipwreck ;, of whom is 
Hymeneus and Alexander, 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. | | 
Again he ſpeaks of ſome that were already turned aſide after Satan, chap. 
v. 15. And of ſome that had erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many ſorrows, chap. vi. 10. Again: All they which are in Alia 
be turned away from me, 2 Tim. i. 15, Likewiſe he ſpeaks of ſome, who 
would increaſe unto more ungodlineſs, and whoſe word will eat as doth a canker, 
chap. ii. 16, 17. and that evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, 
deceiving and being deceived, chap. iii. 13. Yea, the time will come, faith he, 
when they will not endure ſound doctrine, chap. iv. 3. Demas hath forſaken 
me, having loved the preſent world, verſe 10. Alexander the copperſuuthb did 
me much evil : the Lord reward him according to his works, verſe 14. At my 
firſt anſwer, no man ſtood with me, but all men forſook me, verſe 16. Surely 
Vor, II. 3 | M | | „„ 
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love was grown very cold, in a I 1 ? 


| likely to abound, and the apbſtaſy from 
the truth to increaſe. oo oe [9,9 ITT TT te 
Epheſus, though ſhe had much good remaining in her, yet ſhe had left her 
firſt love, and was fallen from her firft ſtate and works, Rev. ii. 4 5. 


| Perganmus alſo had them which held the doctrine of the Nichulaizans, which 


thing Chriſt hated, verſe 15.  Thyatira, ſhe likewiſe ſuffered the woman 
Fezabel, which called herſelf a propheteſs, to teach and ſeduce God's ſervants, 
verſe 20. (Now this ſhe ought not OY = by churches having the 
Spirit, che holy anointing, to try ſpirits and prophets by; yea to try Apoſtles; 
vhick —— diſcover hay are way Sack! 22 are r as 
verſe. 2.) Sardis had a name that ſhe lived, but was generally dead; there 
being but a few names left in Sardis, which had not their garments, 
chap. iv. 1, 4. Laodicea was lukewarm ; neither cold nor hot; in the | 
feſſion, in the form and appearance of truth; but without zeal, without life, 
without power, verſe 15. Now being in this ſtate (having the form and ap- 

ance of all) ſhe judged herſelf rich, and increaſed with „ and to 
— we of nothing, verſe. 17. This indeed is a pleaſant ſtate in man's 
eye, but very loathſome to God, verſe 16. This church ſeemed to have all, 
but indeed had loſt all, and wanted the gold, the raiment, and the eye-falve ; 


and ſo was wretched, miſerable, poor, blind, and naked, ver. 17. 18. 


In this declining ſtate ſome fell from the doctrine of truth, giving heed to 
— the 


ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils, 1 Tim. iv. 1. Some 


fellowſhip and worſhip; it being the manner of ſome to forſake the aſſem- 


bling themſelves together, Heb. x. 25 ; which the church, when firſt gathered, 
was very diligent in, As ii. 42. 46. Some held the form of knowledge 
and profeſſion, but fell from the life and power, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Yea many 
ways did the wolfiſh falſe ſpirits drive and ſcatter from the flock, as they could 
get entrance into mens minds. | 

— But how could the church decline thus in the Apoſtles days; the Spirit 
of G 


being ſo powerful in the Apoſtles, and being alſo ſo generally then beſtowed 


upon behevers ? as Gal. iv. 


Anſe. It is true, they had great advantages of ſtanding, by reaſon of the 
preſence and power of he Spirit with them. But yet =. ng the Spirit of 
the Lord is tender, jealous, and might be grieved and ed by neglects 
(his warnings being lighted, and his motions quenched) and ſo might draw 
back from ſuch, as either received not the truth in the love of it, or grew 
cold and careleſs afterwards; and then the ſpirit of darkneſs and deceit thereby 


had advantage to blind them, gain upon them, and enter into that part of 


them, which the Spirit of the Lord before recovered and poſſeſſed. Now 
the enemy having got entrance, prevails and captivates more and more, unleſs 
the Lord in tender love and mercy viſit it again, lifting up a ſtandard for the 
foul, and ſo drawing it back by degrees into his light and nn. 
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Beſides, it is eaſy to decline (caff for 5 ealy | any ch gaben 
there is need 2 4 care, fear, faith, obedience, wat 
and againſt the enemy, &c. to preſerve and erp e eſtate fry 
eſtate of a church, n are kept bythe power ef God,, 1 
faith unto 1 Can any thing preſerve a ſoul, ot church, but 
power? And doth God erve any ſoul, or church, but in the v way he Yath 
appointed? A church is like a garden, needs digging, dreſſing, watering and 
fun-ſhine, to cauſe it to thrive and flouriſh. Do not weeds ex y arg in up in 
a garden? yea, ranker weeds than in common ground; which ſp 
an it faſter, if it be not looked to and ke ept by y the A Were. 24 
the figure, and u 2 Are not ſpiritual weeds as corrupt and ſpreading = 
as the © ati? ? not like leaven;. have they not a poiſonous, 
in nature m hem? 7 ? Know 25 not, faith the Shot HS that a little Teaven 
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III. Of the declined and fallen Sete of the Church. 


We EN antichrift (or chat. ſpirie which wroug it againſt that ſpiritual 
appearance of Chriſt, and power of his was revealed, and got 
into the temple, appearing and being Fix acknowledged there as God, then (With- 
out controverſy) was the declined ffare. He had Been a a long while Working 
under-ground by his agents and miniſters, 3 g as miniſters of righte- | 
ouſneſs, in a form thereof, out of, and power; but the power 
(in the true apoſtles and miniſters) ood i in his way, 5 wrought againſt 
him, ſo as he could not for a long time get up. Yet he prevailed more 2 
more in the corrupt part in men, tilf at length he drew many (of the YE ry ors 
frem heaven) after him; and then fighting an open battle, ge 
true church, vomits out a flood after her (as if ſhe were an Stor and 2 
worthy the name of Chriſt's ſpouſe) and fo gets into the temple, andi is owned. 
there (as Chriſt) in the ſtead of Chriſt. 

Object. Ni any man own antichrift;” worſhip antichrif, and —— 
amichrift ( inſtrad of Chrift) to be God? 

Alco. Read 2 Thefſ. ii. 4. and ſee if it be not ſo. , See ir ke do 80 
into the temple, and ſit ruling and governing in the te emple (char tk 


once fo, and ought ſtill to be ) till the v cor in and a a Ps 
Chriſt in his Ke ind bei brightneſs, 2 FI * a 


Queſt. But how could this poſſibly ever be, or how can it be? 
| ; ä 


* 


Anſw. 
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Auſi. He doth not directly get up; nor ſhew- himſelf. directly as he is; 
but in a myſtery of deceit. He doth not appear as antichriſt (crying up all 


apes of * dec w 8 contrariety to 7 in 2 words), 
t as Chriſt, preaching righteouſneſs, crying criptures, ordinances, 
church- miniſtry, holineſs. 5 4 Yet, for a EY 
be is not the true ſpirit, but the falſe, the antichriſtian; and thoſe that re- 

ceive him, or bow to him in any of theſe, they bow not to Chriſt, but to 
him. He hath a mark, he hath a name, he hath a worſhip, he. hath a 
church, he hath a miniſtry, he hath laws and ordinances of worſhip, which 
whoſoever receives, worſhips not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but that ſpirit which 


under a diſguiſe thus appeareth, which hath horns as it were of a lamb, 


or like a lamb; but not the Lamb's horns, nor the Lamb's nature, nor 
the Lamb's Spirit, nor the Lamb's meekneſs ; but the old nature of the 
dragon, who gives him both ſubtilty and power. | 
Now mark: when Chriſt brought forth his church, it was a pure, holy, 
ſpiritual building, built up of renewed ſpirits; ſuch as were new- born, ſuch 
as were waſhed, ſuch. as were ſanctified, ſuch as were juſtified in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. Chriſt's church was Sion, 


even the holy ſeed, built upon the holy hill of God, into an holy city or 


temple. But antichriſt's church is Babylon, which hath the wiſdom and 
order of man in it, ſuch as man's eye judgeth right, but is fooliſhneſs and 
confuſion in the eye of God. Now the Lord hath moſt terrible plagues to 
pour out upon this antichriſt, and upon his Babylon; yea, upon every one 
that hath his mark or name, or that which amounts to his name, though 
it be not directly ſo called. Therefore, oh! fear the Lord God! and ye that 
love the peace of your ſouls, pray to be delivered from that which his wrath 
is to; for the dregs of the cup of trembling are to be poured out on anti- 
chriſt inward and outward, and on Babylon inward and outward. Let him 
that readeth underſtand the tender warnings,. which are given forth in the 
tender nature and Spirit of the Lord; for the day of mercy ſpreads apace, 
and the night of anguiſh and tribulation haſtenn. 

The true church of Chriſt was gathered by his Spirit into his name and 
power, and was a ſpiritual building, or building of ſpirits therein; wherein 
the Spirit of the Lord was as preſent ſpiritually, as ever he appeared in 


the outward temple or ark outwardly. And the miniſters. of the New 
Teſtament were made by the Spirit, and ſent forth by the Spirit, and in the 
but a deacon) was full of faith, and of the Holy 


power. Stephen (thoug 
Ghoſt ; and if any man taught in the church, he was to ſpeak as an oracle of 


God. Fleſh is to be ſilent there, and only the Spirit's voice to be heard in 
the ſpiritual building. But now in the apoſtaſy, the fniniſters there are as 


theſe words and fair pretences, 


- 


wells without water, clouds without rain, who have only the ſhew of the 


thing after the fleſh, but not the truth of the thing after the Spirit; and 
ſo being not in the ching, nor in the Spirit, they 4 


1 | ; 


iſe the dominion, and 
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ſpeak evil of the dignities which are of the Spirit, and for advantage ſake 
yo the dominions and dignities which are of the earth © 2 5 i 
In the apoſtles days the miniſters of the church were not of man, nor ſet 
over the flock by man; but made by God, and ſet over the flock as over- 
ſeers by him, Alls xx. 28. For the ſame Lord who gave apoſtles, prophets, 
and evangeliſts, gave alſo paſtors and teachers, Zpbe/. iv. 11. And though 
the hands of the Preſbytery were laid on thoſe that were made miniſters; 
yet that was. not done ſuddenly, or lightly, but by the guidance of God's 
Spirit; and there went a gift and power of the Spirit along with it, ac- 
cording as Paul ſaid to Timothy, Negle# not the gift that is in thee," which- 
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of tbe Preſtytery, 
1 Tim. iv. 14. But now, in the declined fallen eſtate, there is no ſuch 
thing; but an empty form, a form of worſhip, a form of godlineſs, a form 
of miniſtry, a form of doctrine, a form of diſcipline; without the life, with-- 
out the Spirit, without the power, from which the true form came, and 
whereby alone it could be preſerve mn. 

This declined ſtate hath been a very ſink of iniquity, wherein the Chriſtian 
love hath not only grown cold, but hath been quite dead, and plucked up 
by the very roots; yea, wherein all that filthineſs which was ſprouting — 
and getting up in the declining ſtate had reigned in power, defiling the 
very name of Chriſtanity, oppreſſing the good ſeed, and corrupting the 
earth. Read 2 Tim. iii. 2, Sc. and ſee. what a generation of Chriſtian pro- 
feſſors were to grow up (and did grow up) in the time of the apoſtaſ. 


? 
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IV. Of the State of the Church in its Recovery; | or what 
State the Church ſhall be in after it is recovered. out 
of the Apoſtaſy. "26, 1 


of 7 ſtate of the church after the apoſtaſy, is to be like the ſtate it was: 
in before the apoſtaſy (for purity, power,, brightneſs, and glory, &c.) ;. 
yea, ſhall. it not be more glorious, after its coming through-all' this dark- 
neſs, and ſhining over it, than it was before? The New- Jeruſalem is to come 
down from. God out of heaven; the bride is to be cloathed and adorned as 
the Lamb's wife, meet for the delight of her huſband. The power and 
Spirit of the Lord, which cleanſeth away all this rubbiſh, will male his truth 
ſhine, his church ſhine, his ſuffering lambs (that come out of the great 
tribulation)-ſhine more than ever before. The Lord God Omnipotent will 
take his great power unto him to, reign, and will reign ing to his 
Power in the hearts of his children, and over the earth. Hie will break 
that which ſtands in his way with a rod- of iron; and . 


36 O the State of the Church in its Recovery. ; 
exalt that which' boweth to and kiſſeth the ſcepter of his Son, who is to ap- 
pear upon the holy hill of Son: and the Law is to go forth out of Sion, 
and the Word of the Lord from Ferufalem ; ä whereof ſhall break 
down the power of inquiry, and bring up the ing ſeed into the domi- 

In this reſtored eftate antichrift ſhall be worſhipped no more, nor the 
beaſt, nor the dragon, who gave his power to the beaſt; but the Lord 
God ſhall be worfhipped and magnified over all, It ſhall be ſaid no more, 
Who can make war with the Bea? after the Lamb bath overcome bim; But, 
Wha is like to thee, O Lord, O king of ſainis, who baſt taken to thee thy great 
power, and haſt reigned, and duſt reign, who haſt brought down this lofty city, 
and trod ls under the feet of the poor, and made the ſteps of the needy to paſs 
over it; who haſt made it an heap (the city fenced by all the might, wiſdom, 
and power of man) a ruinous heap, a place ns more for thy dear children 10 
ze captived in and oppreſſed ; but an habitation of dragons, and a cage of every 
unclean and noiſome bird for ever? bo ſhall not fear thee, O Lord. and glo- 
rify thy name ? For thou only art boly; for all nations ſhall come and worſhip 
before thee, for thy judgements are made manifeſt, Rev. xv. 4. Thou haſt 
judged down Babylon, which was exalted ; thou haſt pitied Sion, which lay 
in the duſt for many ages and generations, and haſt raiſed i thine holy 

building again, and wilt give to thy children to be cloathed, and to walk be- 
fore thee in pure white linen (which is the righteous nature and Spirit of 
thy Son) for evermore; and the darkneſs ſhall never come over them again, 
but the beaſt, dragon, and falſe prophet ſhall be caſt into, and bound 
down in the lake; and the ſprings of life ſhall open, and whoſoever will 
may come freely, and drink of the water of life. And the people in hea- 
ven ſhall ſay, Hallelujah ! ſalvation, and glory, and honour, and power unto 
the Lord'our God. | 2 | 

And the voice. of great multitudes, and the voice of png: Favors, and 
the voice of mighty thunders, ſhall ſay Hallelujah ! and. ſhall be glad, and 
rejoice, and ſhall give honour to the Lord, 2 the bride's marriage with 
the Lamb, and for her rich adorning for her bridegroom. Tea, the earth 
ſhalt rejoice, and the multitudes of the iſles be glad. Why ſo? Becauſe" 
the Lord reigns, who is tender even of the earth, and hates the oppreſſing 
not only of his feed, bur alſo of his creatures: for he will reign and judge 
in righteouſneſs, and tenderneſs, and much mercy, to all that is of him; 
and none ſhall feet his judgment and ſeverity but that which is contrary: to 
him, and joineth to his enemy. For the Lord will make war with that 
— which is contrary to his life and nature, for ever and ever. And he 
that joineth to that ſpirit, ſhall find woe, miſery, and tribulation (tribula- 
tion and anguiſſi ſhall light upon every ſoul that continues in the evil- doing); 
but he that comes from under that ſpirit by the leadings of God's Spirit, 
bowing to and kiſſing the Son, ſhall taſte of the Father's love to the Son, 
and partake of the mercy, peace, and reconciliation which is treaſured up 
in him. Amen. | The 


* 
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HERE are many whom the Lord hath raiſed ap, in this day of 
the manifeſtation of his power, and of his everlaſting, love, to bear 
witneſs to his truth; among whom I alſo (who was an outcaſt, and mi- 
ſerable beyond ion) have obtained mercy to partake of the virtue, 
life, and power of his precious truth (which redeems from the bondage of 
fin and iniquity); and am alſo many times moved by the Lord to teſtify 
of that which he hath made known unto me, and given me to experience. 
This brief touch ſprang in me by way of preface, Now to the thing itſelf. 


The Father, in whom is the whole yirtue and power of redem tion, — 
his Son to gather the ſcattered and loſt ſheep * the houſe of If of Let 


not only ſo, but he gave him alſo for a light to the Gentiles, that he — 
— * alvation to the ends of the earth; and ſending him, he ſent his 
er with him: for that which is begotten by the Father is not 

work, unleſs anointed and peg by the Father : therefore the Fa. 
= 2 — pan. the |, anointed him, and Glled him with 
his Spirit, that he ws In according to that ſcripture, 
Lai xi. 1, 2, 3. The Spirit — — is upon me, becauſe the Lord baib 
anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek; be bath ſent me to bind up the 
broken-bearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening the priſon to 
them that are bound; to proclaim. the. acceptable year af our Lord, and to com- 


| fort all that mourn, Kc. 


ueſt. But bow came theſe meek, theſe broken-bearted, theſe captives, theſe 
bound in priſon, theſe wourners, 10 meet with the redemption aud blefſngs nobich 
be is anointed to preach to them? Or i way. do they come to receive and 
partake of them from bim 
| - In faith. This all his. outward healings did Ggnify, being thus 
diſpenſed. (If thou wilt believe, thou. ſhalt ſee the glory of God. Thy faith 

bath made thee whole. O woman ] great is thy faith y it unto thee according 
to thy faith). And thus all his inward healings are beſtowed upon, and re- 
ceived by, the ſoul; to wit, in the faith. 

Queſt. But bow came they to have faith ? Or leu cometh any man to have 

faith in the redeeming power? 

| Anſw. It is beſtowed upom them by God, in the ſenſe Which is from 
him. His Word goeth forth from his. manth ; there. is a-viizels gf him in 


88 The Way of Salvation in the 
the heart, towards which it reacheth. Now it reaching to the witneſs, im- 
mediately it brings into a ſenſe, and in that ſenſe begets faith; and being 
mixed with this faith (which is of its on begetting) in them that hear it, 
begins the work of life and "redemption in that heart where it is not yet 
begun, or carries it on in that heart wherein it is already begun. Thus 
faith hath a work, a work from the beginning of the heart's turning to God 
_— the end; which he that abides in the faith till the end, finds accom- 
pli ow | | 8 
„ But this faith is beſtowed on ſome few whom God bath elected, noat 
on all men. | 
Anſw. God hath ſent his goſpel to be preached to every creature, and 
his Word is able to reach the witneſs, and work ſenſe in every creature; 
and in whomſoever there is a ſenſe wrought, they liſtening to God in that 
ſenſe, he works faith in them; and waiting on the Word, hearkening to 
the Word, and ſtaying their minds there- through on the Lord, he will ſpeak. 
peace to them, and keep them in „ daily removing them more and 
more out of the reach and power of that which troubleth them. Wee 
Queſt. Doth the new covenant lay all upon God, and require nothing of the 
creature? Or is there ſomething required by God of the creature, in by vir- © 
tue of the new covenant® © | | | 45.2 
Anſw. Conſider well; Doth not God require of the creature in the new 
covenant what he gives in the new covenant? Doth he not require the 
faith, and the exerciſing of that faith, which he himſelf works and gives in 
the ſenſe, from the power and demonſtration of his truth, to the ſoul ? 
The new covenant requires more of the creature than ever the old did; 
but it requires them not of the creatures as weak in the fall, but as taught 
(ſtrengthened and enabled) to walk with God in and by virtue of the cove- 
nant. Yea, all manner of holineſs, and righteouſneſs of heart, life, and 
converſation is required in and by the new covenant: for as the Lord 
works out of all therein in the creature, ſo the creature works out all 
thereby in the Lord, according to that known ſcripture, work out your own 
ſalvation with fear and trembling , for it is God which worketh in you, both to 
will and to do 7 his good pleaſure. And as the creature is able to do nothing 
that is good of itſelf; ſo being grown up into the life and ability, which is 
of God, it is able to do all things through Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth it. 1 
Queſt. But why is it ſaid that Cbriſt was anointed to preach the goſpel to 
the poor, the meek, the broken-hearted, the captives, the bound in priſon, be 
mourners (for want of righteouſneſs, life, and peace)? Did not God give bis Sow {| 
in love to all? Was be not made a ranſom and propitiation for all? Tea, was 
he not anointed to preach the goſpel to all! How then comes it bere to be thus | 
limited and reftrained to ſome ? _ — 
Anſw. It is true, God had a general reſpect to mankind, in the gift and 
anointing of his Son: but yet there are ſome in a better capacity to receive 
already in the ſenſe of the want of him, and panting and longing after _ I 


| = ©. JF: 91 „ 
Tea there are ſome, who are grievouſſy ſick in ſoul, and deeply wounded in 
ſpuir3 che ſadneſs and miſery of whoſe candition cries; aloud. for, the. help.of 
the phyſician, - Now the eye and heart of the Lord is more eſpesialhx te- 
wards theſe; and ſo he bids his prophets be inſtructing and rea 
theſe, concerning the ſalvation, the healing, the oil of gladneſs, the Me 
to come; and when he comes, he ſends him up: and down to ſeek/out theſe, 
to keep company with theſe, to help and relieve theſe; having given him 
the tongue of the learned, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to theſe weary diſtreſſed 
ones. Theſe are not like the common, rough, unhewn, knotty, rugged 
earth; but like earth prepared for the ſeed, and fo eaſily and naturally ra- 
ceive it. The goſpel is preached to others at a diſtance; which, it is true, 
they may have, if they will hearken to it, and wait for it, and part with 
vhat muſt firſt be parted with; but they have a great way to thither. 
But theſe are near the kingdom; theſe are near that which opens, and lets 
in life; theſe are quickly reached to, melted, and —_— into the ſenſe, in 
which with joy they receive the faith; and with the faith the power; which | 
brings righteouſneſs and ſalvation to their ſouls. The' alſo the: enemy is 
exceeding buſy, to darken, diſturb, and bow down theſe; that he might 
ſtill keep them in the doubts, in the fears, in the chains, in the fetters, in 
the priſon-houſe, from the liberty and healing which the word of the anoint- 
| > fo — God is real towards all; he deſires the life and ſalvation of 
all; not the deſtruction of any one ſoul that ever he created (it is unnatural 
to him). And the way that he holds forth, he ſtands ready to meet any 
man in. Whom is it that he doth draw? And who is it that may not come 


in the drawing ? Is not his word an hammer ? And whom can it not break? 


Is it not fire? And whoſe corruption can it not burn up? Is it not water, 
wine, and blood? And whom cannot it waſh and nouriſh ? Therefore, let 
no man think to lay the blame upon God, becauſe of his periſhing; for he 
will be deceived therein: and God will prove true, who ſaith, Man's de- 
ſtruction is of himſelf ; and every man a liar, who layeth any blame on him, 
for not giving him further aſſiſtance with his power. Neither let him blame 
God for hardening him; for God hardegeth no man, but him who firſt re- 
fuſeth and grieveth the power and love which would melt and ſoften him. 
It is true; we are the clay, and God the potter: and may not the potter 
make what veſſels, he will of his clay ? This parable came from the Spirit 
of the Lord, 0 Iſrael of old: but what uſe did the Lord make of it? Did 
he ſay to them, Do what ye wih; ſome of you I will caſt off, and others of 
you I will ſhew mercy to; for I have determined ſo? Nay, not ſo: but 
I have this power over you; therefore do not provoke me. {Read Fer. xviii.] 
Was not God exceeding tender to that outward people, in that outward 
covenant? Did he ever give them up to pain and ſufferings, without great 
provocations on their parts? He doth not aſſlict willingly, nor grieve the children 
at as — doth a living man complain; a may for ** 
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ins? Let uFſearch-and try our ways, and turn again-to the Lord. And the 
Spirit of the Lord never failed to do what was his towards the turn- 
ing them from iniquity, towards the Lord, 'in that Covenant. 


And when they did believe, conſent, and obey, and did eat the good of 
the land, was it not pleaſant and delightful to him? And when they pro- 
voked him to jealouſy, and drew: down judgments upon their heads, was it 
not irkſome and painful to him [Read Deus. v. 29.. 1/a. v. Ezek. xx. Fer. 
xliv. 4. and chap. xxxi. 20. Iſa. Ixiii. 7. to ver. 15.] And will God fail to 
do his part towards any man for the ſalvation of his ſoul, which is ſo precious, 
of ſo great concern, and the loſs whereof he knoweth to be fo invaluable ? No, 
no; the Spirit of God ſuffers, in every man upon the face of the earth, that 
fins againſt him; and is grieved and wounded by their unjuſt and unrighhteous 
converſations, from day to day, againſt the teſtimony of ſomewhat of him in 
them, which is contrary thereto. Now this is of a precious nature; and be- 
ing fo deſpiſed and rejected by men, can it be wondered that God doth not 
proceed to make it. more manifeſt, and to work more in men by it? Nay, may 
it not rather be wondered that God doth continue to manifeſt it ſa much? 
What man could endure to behold a thing ſo precious in his eyes (as this 
is in God's) ſo continually abuſed by, and to ſuffer ſo much from, that 
which is ſo far beneath it, as God daily doth ? Therefore, if there come a 
day of reckoning for this, with all men upon the face of the earth (for who 
hath not had a talent from God; even of the pure eternal light in him, wit- 
neſſing in his heart and conſcience againſt the darkneſs?) there will be no 
cauſe of wondering at it. And is not this Light and Spirit (which ſhines in 
all mens darkneſs in ſome meaſure, ſtirring and witneſſing againſt it, and 
endeavouring to- perſuade and draw the mind from it) the very fame, in 
nature and kind, with the Light and Spirit of the Father, which appeared 
in that perſon of Chriſt? And, if hearkened unto and followed, would it 
not bring into union and fellowſhip with him, and into a partaking of the 
benefit-of all he did in that body ? Yea, would not the Spirit reveal what- 
ever is neceſſary to be known, to that ſoul which receives and follows it? 
Oh! what hath God done (in his rich and tender mercy towards all) for 
mankind! And how clear will he be, when he opens and manifeſts the 
righteouſneſs of his judgment! He will not clear himſelf after this manner; 
that he hath diſpoſed of them to deſtruction, according to the power and 
prerogative of his will; but that they have run headlong into deſtruction, 
againſt the light and leadings of his will and power; to which it is natural 
to fave, but not to deſtroy. That is the act which is proper to another 
nature and ſpirit, but ſtrange to his. | 8 
Object. But could not God ſave any if be would ? Who can reſiſt bis will or bis 
power ? Who can flop or reſiſt him in the work of redemption, or deſtruttion ? 
Anſw. God can fo put forth his will and power, as none can reſiſt. Vea, 
the will and power of God (which offereth to ſave, and ſtandeth ready to ſave) 
will bring deſtruction upon all that fo dally with it, as to neglect and let _ 


7 


„ 


the day of their viſitation: and thus none can reſiſt his will, or his power. 
But in the way wherein he appeareth, and hath choſen to work out Life and 
Salvation, Satan, and man's corrupt heart and mind, may and do often reſiſt 
the will and power of the Lord. Now that which reſiſteth, is not of God, 
but againſt him; yet it is the patience of the Lord, to ſuffer it. I find drawings 
in my heart from God, or I durſt not open theſe things. For I dare not ho 

out, to men what the Lord hath given me to know and experience, but only 


| what he giveth and chuſeth for me to hold out: and that will be life to them 


that receive it. But if I ſhould hold out any thing of myſelf, that would not 
reach to life, but only feed the wrong part in men; and fo help to build up 


that, which God will again throw down, before he ſaves that ſoul which is 


built up with the knowledge of things after this manner. . 
There is ſomewhat ſprings up in my heart, which may perhaps open this 

thing further to the minds of ſome. | | 
Cain was the firſt wicked man that we read of; and how tender was God to- 

wards him! even him that ſacrificed not after the Spirit, but after the fleſh, and 


ſlew his Brother Abel? Now can any man lay Cain's wickedneſs either upon 


the Will, or upon the Decree and Counſel of God ? Might he not have done 
well? Might he not have ſacrificed to God in the Faith, as well as his 
brother Abel? And if he had done well, and offered in the faith, had he not 


found forgiveneſs and acceptance with the Lord ? God accepteth no man's 


perſon z; God rejecteth no man's perſon ; but there is a ſeed he hath choſen, 
and to gather man into this ſeed, is his delight and work; as it is the delight, 
nature, and work of another ſpirit to ſcatter from this ſeed. 

' Now in this ſeed he doth accept, and not out of it. Yea, in this ſeed ſhall 
all the families of the earth be bleſſed, as they are gathered into, and abide 
in it. And this ſeed is a word nigh in the mouth and heart, both of Few and 
Gentile, which, as it is hearkened to, writes the law of the Spirit of life in the 
heart, either of Few or Gentile. And as they become ſons, ſo the Spirit of the 
Father is poured out upon them ; even the Spirit of adoption, which crieth 


Abba, Father, either in Few or Gentile. And this is the goſpel of the king- 


dom, which is preached more ſparingly, or abundantly, by the mouth of 
the ſeed, as the Lord pleaſeth. 


For God's power, wiſdom, mercy, love, goodneſs, patience, long-ſuffer- 


ing, Fc. is his own; and he may ſow of it, or exerciſe it, more ſparingly or 
abundantly, as he pleaſeth. Yea, he doth exerciſe it more abundantly to- 


wards the veſſels of mercy ; ſo that the cauſe of their ſalvation doth not ſo 


much ariſe from their embracing of mercy, as from God's exerciſing of it. 
He viſiteth nations as he pleaſeth, and perſons in nations as he e 3 


and who may ſay unto him, Mat daſt thou? Why art thou ſo good and kind 


here ? Or, Why art thou ſo ſharp and ſevere there? But ſtill in the way, and 
according to the path, of the covenant, doth the Lord walk, in and towards 
all: and his mercy endureth for ever towards the ſeed of the righteous, and 
his juſtice and indignation for ever towards the ſeed of the evil-doer : and 
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bim and them in upon a confideration. 
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man (ſimply conſidered) is not either of theſe z but as he is gathered into, 
atid —.— forth in, the root and ſpirit of either of theſe. Now every 
man hath a day for the life of his foul; and power and mercy is near him, 
to help him to travel from death to life. Happy is he, who is taught of 
God to make uſe of it. | Bee 8 e 

And let not men puzzle themſelves about the myſtery of Election and Re- 


probation; which cannot be underſtood by ſuch as are out of the thing wherein 


it is made manifeſt. Only thus, at preſent: Pharacb and Iſrael, Eſau and 
Jacob, Iſhmael and Iſaac, &c. were parables, dens ſomewhat inward. 
What was Pbaraob? Was he not the oppreſſor of God's [rae]? What was 
Eſau? Was he not the firſt birth, which fold the birth-right and inherit- 
ance? What was Jſbmael? Was he not the birth after the fleſh? Theſe 
are rejected, and caſt off by God for ever; and the ſpiritual 7rae!, the ſpi- 


ritual Jacob, the ſpiritual aac, are accepted. 


Shall I ſpeak out this thing yet more plain? Why thus then: It is not 
the creature which is rejected by its Maker; but ſomewhat in the creature, 
and the creature in that. Nor is it the creature (ſimply) which is elected; 
but ſomewhat in the creature, and the creature in that. And as any man 
comes into that, the Election is begun in him: and as any man abides in 
that, he abides in the Election: and as that is made ſure to any man, his 
Calling and Election is made ſure to him. But as any man departs from 
that, be departs from the Election into the Reprobation: and going on in 


that into the full impenitency and hardneſs, he will for ever miſs of the 


Election, and the Reprobation, and Sealing up to Condemnation, will be 
made ſure to him. For God is no reſpecter of perſons; but every-where, 


he that receiveth his holy ſeed, and therein eth righteouſneſs, is ac- 


cepted of him. And he that receiveth the wicked ſeed, and therein work- 


eth wickedneſs and unrighteouſneſs, is with it rejected. | 


Object. But (may the honeſt heart ſay) this may be truth, for aught I know; 
but indeed I did not apprehend things to be ſo: for I thought man and his works 
had been wholly excluded by the covenant of grace; but this ſeems to take both 

Anſtw. Man is wholly excluded the covenant of grace, as in himſelf; as 
he ſtands in himſelf, and in his own ability, out of the newneſs of life and 
ability which is of the new covenant. But he is not excluded as he is re- 
newed, and receiveth a new being, life, virtue, and ability, in the new 
covenant. But here much is required of him ; and whatever he thus doth, 
is owned, acknowledged, and accepted by God. Here the true Jew hath 


Praiſe of God. He is commended for his faith, and for his obedience in 


the faith: For his loving the Lord his God with all his heart, and his neigh-_ 
bour as himſelf: For his waſhing his garments in the blood of the Lamb, 
and keeping them clean in the ſame blood, while others defile theirs : For 
his merciful nature and actions to Chriſt in his members, while others are 
rough and cruel: For his watching againſt ſnares and temptations, _ 

| others 
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others are running into them: For his crucifying that in himſelf, which 
others feed in themſelves: Yea, for his denying and turning from all un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, even of the fleſh, eyes, and pride of life ; all 
which are not of the Father (whom he is born of, and ſeeks after) but of 
the ſpirit of the world, which the earthly-minded man is born of, and ſeeks 


to pleaſe. So that (mark) though man is excluded in his corrupt nature = 


and ſtate, yet not the new man, not man in the regeneration. But man 
muſt be regenerated ; and thus man muſt enter into the covenant of life; 
and thus man muſt abide and be found in the covenant of life, in the_na- 
ture, in the righteouſneſs, in the holineſs, in the power thereof, if ever God 


own him. i 


Object. But this ſeems to lay difference on man's at, and not wholly on the 
grace of God. For the grace, in itſelf, is equally powerful towards all; but it is 
my receiving of it, which maketh it effettual unto me; woich others not receiving, 
it is not ſo to them. | | _ 

Anſtw. The grace, in itſelf, is of its own nature every- where. This is true. 
And that it hath power in it every-where, and that this power is over and above 

ſin; this is true alſo. But yet there is a greater or leſſer proportion of it given, 
according to the pleaſure and good-will of the giver : and according to the 
meaſure of it. (which is freely given) and the ſoul's growth therein, fo is the 
power of it manifeſted in the heart. | 8 

Now the difference in every man is by the grace. Nat of himſelf: for he 
can do nothing that is good, as of himſelf: but only by the grace; which is 
alone able to work that which is good in him, and to cauſe him to work in 
it. Vet thus it is: as the grace reacheth to him, draweth him, quickening 
and cauſing him, in the virtue, life, and obedience of the grace, to anſwer 

the 2 ; fo doth the work thereof go on in him. And there is matter of 
condemnation. to him, who doth not anſwer the grace; and there is matter 
of juſtification and praiſe to him; who doth. anſwer the grace. Yet. this 
whole ability ariſing not from himſelf, but from the grace; the acknowledg- 
ment of what is e thereby, doth of right and due belong to the grace. 
And therefore they who are juſtified, danctißed, and crowned by the grace, 
do of right and due caſt their crowns at the feet of the Lamb, at the t 
of grace; giving honour and glory to him who is worthy, and to his grace 

which hath wrought all in them. | EO 

Now if any man would know this thing groundedly and certainly, let him 
not run into diſputes of the mind and brain, but come to heart- experience. 
Haſt thou ever found the work of God's. grace in thy heart? thou 
found thy heart, at any time, believe and obey, in and thro? the ſtrength 
of the grace? Haſt thou found thy heart at another time negligent of, or 
rebellious againſt, the grace? When thou wert rebellious, wert not thou. 
condemned, and that juſtly too? When thou didſt believe and obey, to 

whom did the honour thereof belong? to thee, or to the grace? Canſt thou 

anſwer. this? Why, as it is in thyſelf, between thee. when obeying 2 diſ- 
- i | | obeying 5: 
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obeying z the ſame is the ſtate of the caſe between godly and wicked men. 
There was a difference between thee when thou edſt the grace, and 
when thou diſobeyedſt it: ſo is there between the 2 and regene- 
rate. When thou obeyedſt not, that which called for obedience condemned 
thee; fo it doth them. When thou obeyedſt, thou diſt ſenſibly feel the 
praiſe was not thine, but belonged to the grace which wrought in thee; fo 
is it alſo-in the regenerate, in whom the Lord works by his grace, and 
who work out their ſalvation through him, and make their calling and 
election ſure in him. Leave brain-knowledge, and come to true ſenſe 
(where the myſteries of God are made manifeſt) and this will ſoon be eaſy 
and clear to thee. But theſe things were never intended by God to be 
found out by man's diſputing wiſdom : for God (who giveth the knowledge) 
hideth them from that part, and giveth them to the innocent ſimple birth 
of his own Spirit. | 

Object. But when the Father draweth, can any man reſiſt or hold off? Doth 
not the power of the Lord make any man willing, whom be exerciſeth his power 
towards? And is it not thereupon ſaid, Thy people ſhall be willing in the day 
f thy power?” : 

Anſw. The power of the Lord is great, and hath dominion over all evil 
ſpirits that can tempt, and over all the corruptions, backſlidings, and with- 
drawings of the heart. But the Father doth not ſave man by ſuch an ab- 
ſolute act of his power (for then there would need no more to be done, but 
an immediate tranſlating of a man from death to life ; which if the Lord 
pleaſe to do, nothing could come between to hinder); but the power of 
the Lord works in and according to the way that he hath appointed. And 
in this way the Devil hath liberty and power to tempt from, oppoſe and 
reſiſt the work of God: and they that hearken to him, and enter into the 
temptation and ſnare which he lays, let his power in upon them, and with- 

draw from the virtue, operation, and ſtrength of the power of God. Vet 
for all this, the Lord not only begins his work, but allo carries it on in the 
day of his-power; giving not only to will, but alſo to do what is right and 

pleaſing in his eyes: but till in and according to his own way and cove- 
nanr. 

Object. And ſo whereas ſome men ſay, If God put forth his power to ſave, 
and the Devil interrupt and ſtop his work , then it ſeems that the Devil is 
ſtronger than God. Is the Devil ftronger than God, ſay they © If he be not, how 
can he refiſt and withſtand bim in the work of his power ? 5 

Anſw. Nay; the Devil is not ſtronger than God; though he is very ſtrong. 
But if the heart let in the enemy, grieve the Spirit, beat back his power in 
the way wherein it hath appointed to work, the Devil may be more preva- 
lent with him than the power of God. But in thoſe that believe, and be- 
come obedient and ſubject to the power of God, his power is far ſtronger 


in them to defend and carry on his work, than the power of the Devil is 
to work againſt and hinder it. | | | | 


There 


VF 
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| There are objections alſo relating to Free-will, and Falling from Grace, 
which ſtick much in the ſpirits of many, and they cannot get over them z 


but it hath pleaſed the Lord to clear up theſe things to us, and to ſatisfy 
our hearts concerning them, ſo that with us there is no difficulty nor doubt 


about them. | | 

As touching Free-will: We know, from God, that man in his fallen 
eſtate is ſpiritually dead, and hath no free-will to good; but his under- 
ſtanding and will are both darkened and captivated by the enemy. But in 
Chriſt there is freedom, and in his word there is power and life: and that 
reaching to the heart, looſeneth the bands of the enemy, and begetteth not 


only a freedom of mind towards good, but an inclination, deſires, and 


breathings after it. Thus the Father draws; and thus the ſoul (feeling the 
drawing) anſwers in ſome meaſure: and the ſoul, thus coming, is welcomed 
by Chriſt, and accepted of the Father. But for all this, the enemy will 
tempt this ſoul; and the ſoul may hearken to, let in, and enter into the 


temptation, and ſo draw back from the plough to which it put its hand. 


Now if any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in bim, ſaith the 


Lord. And be that putteth his hand to the plough, and looketh back, is not. fit 


for the kingdom of heaven. | | 

So concerning Falling away; The Lord ſhews us what it is that is apt to 
fall, and what cannot fall. Chriſt cannot fall; and that which is gathered 
into him, ſtands and abides in him (and fo partakes of his por Can- 
not fall. There is no breaking in upon that power, which preſerves in the 


way that it hath appointed : but there is a running and periſhing out of the 


way. Out of the limits of the covenant, the preſervation and power of the 
covenant is not witneſſed. But in coming to Chriſt in the drawings of the 


Father, in the ſenſe and faith which he begets, and abiding with him that 


drew, in the ſenſe and faith which he daily and. freſhly begets anew (for 
he reneweth covenant and mercy daily, and ti covenant and mercy for 
ever) in this is the power felt, the preſervation felt; in this the Father's hand 
encompaſſeth the foul, which none can pluck. it out of. Now he that feels 


and experiences theſe things every day, that ſees and feels daily how he 
can fall, and how he cannot fall; how he meets with the preſervation, and 
how he miſſes of the preſervation; how he abides in the pure power (which 


is the limits of this holy covenant) and how he wanders out of this power, 


into the limits of another covenant, ſpirit, and power; he knows theſe 


things, how they are indeed; whereas other men (who are not exerciſed 


in the thing) do but gueſs at them; ſtriving to eomprehend them in that 


Part which God Rath ſhut out of them. | 1 
Now mind a Parable, with which J ſhall conclude this: 


Tho! the natural and outwardly-viſible Sun be riſen ever {6'high upon the 
earth, yet he that is naturally blind cannot ſee it, nor partake of 12 
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but juſtified and ſaved by that Spirit and power which cleanſeth him? 
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theredf; So alſo, though the ſpiritual Sun, che Sun of righteouſneſs, the 


Sun of the inward world, be riſen ever ſo high, and appear brightly in ever 


ſd many clouds; yet they that are fpiritually blind cannot diſcern it, nor rea 
the benefits of its light, nor -partake of the healing which is — 
wings. | 


' CONCERNING THE he," 
NEW COVENANT. 


Query 1. Wan is the covenant of hell and death, which muſt of ne- 


ceſſity be broken, before a ſoul can be gathered into the 
covenant of life ? oy Sr} 
Query 2. What is the covenant of life and peace, into which God gathers 
the foul ? | | | 
Query 3. How doth God gather? By a meer act of power, which none can 
reſiſt ? or in a way wherein Mower (though much reſiſted) ſhall prevail for 


the ſalvation of thoſe, who are faithful in the covenant; who came to Chriſt, 
abide in Chriſt, reſiſt and fight (in Chriſt) againſt all that is contrary to his 


nature and Spirit, and overcome through him? 
Query 4. Are there any terms in this covenant ? Or can there be any terms 


in this covenant, ſuitable to the nature of the covenant ? Is believing in the 


power, as abſolutely required in this covenant, as obedience to the law was 
under the covenant of the law? | 


Query 5. If faith in the power, and obedience to the power that redeems, 


be required as terms in the new covenant; yet if they be not required of the 


creature in its own capacity and ability, but as ſtrengthened and enabled by 
the virtue, life and power of the covenant, are they not free terms, noble 
terms, worthy and becoming a free covenant? i | 


Query 6. Is not this the goſpel, or new covenant, That whoſoever believeth, 
and receiveth the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and fire (ſuffering in the fleſb, 
and having his ſins and corruptions purged away by the ſpirit of judgment, 
and by the ſpirit of burning, and fo walketh no longer after the fleſh, but 
after the ſpirit) I ſay, is not this the goſpel, or new covenant, that he that 
thus believeth, and is thus baptized, ſhall not be condemned with the world, 


Query 
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Query 7. Doth God write his laws in mens hearts, or put his fear therein, 
or his Spirit within them, cauſing them to walk in his ways and ſtatutes, and 
to keep his judgments, &c. I ſay, doth God do this to men out of the faith ? 


ls not the work of ſalvation begun in the faith, and carried on and perfected 


in the faith? And he that maketh ſhipwreck of faith, and of a good con- 
{cience, can he groundedly hope to have the work of falvation carried on in 
Query. 8 Doth not God beget, increaſe, and perfect the faith, which is 
available unto ſalvation ? Is any man accepted in the faith which is of his 
own nature? Or is the acceptation in and through the faith which is of the 
Son's nature? | ED 

Query 9. May the temptations of the Devil, with a man's hearkening 


* 


' thereto, hinder God's begetting faith in him or no? Or if it be begotten, 


can they hinder the growth and increaſe of it? DS | 
very 10. When God draws, muſt a man neceſſarily come to the Son? 

Or may the Devil ſo tempt, and he ſo hearken thereto, as that his coming 

to the Son may be hindered, notwithſtanding the Father's drawing? | 

Query 1 1. Is there not juſtification to them that receive the ſeed, to them 
thar obey the light? And is there not condemnation to them that refuſe 
the ſeed, and obey not the goſpel of its ſalvation ? | 

Query 12. Do men periſh for want of power from God? Or through their 
cleaving to another power, and refuſing the ſtrength of that which is over 
that other power; whoſe hand would help their ſouls, and bring them through 
and 2 * did they receive it, and cleave to it in the way the Lord hath 
appoint | O15 N 

* 13. They that receive the power, believe in it and live; do they do 
it by their own ſtrength ? Or in the ſtrength and virtue which flows from the 
power, which enlivens, draws, and makes able to follow ? 

Query 14. Thoſe that are weak as to the power, and in whom the enemy 
and corruptions are ſtrong ; is the defect on God's part? or on his covenant's 
part? Or in the way of life, which he hath pitched upon as ſufficient to redeem 
and deliver fallen man by ? Or is God (and his covenant and way of life} 
wholly clear of the defect, and reſts it wholly on them? | | 
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But more eſpecially to SUCH as are | 
DESOLATE and DISTRESSED. 


TOW is the acceptable time, now is the day of falvation. Now is the 
life ariſen, and now the light ſhines, to guide out of the darkneſs 


and death, into the land of the living. Oh! awake, ye that ſleep in the 


duſt of the earth; ariſe up from among the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give you 
light, to walk along in the path of the living! Come to him whom the 
Father hath ſealed ; who is life, and who giveth life freely to all that come; 


yea, abundantly, to thoſe that wait upon him, and walk faithfully in his 


covenant. Oh! therefore come into covenant with him ; mind the words 
of his lips, which beget ſenſe, and in that ſenſe his life ſtirs, and in the ſtir- 
rings of his life the drawings of the Father are felt. And when the Father 
draws, he whom-ever he draws may come; and him who comes, Chriſt 
will in no-wiſe caſt out, but receive into his arms, and defend by his power, 

inſt that which would draw or force back from him into perdition. 
Therefore hearken to the little movings and ſtirrings in you, after that 
which is eternal; for any deſire which is in truth after him, he will not 
quench (it is his nature to cheriſh it); but he will be a ſtrength. and relief 
to the ſoul, againſt that which would quench and put out the breathings 
and pantings after him, that it might till hold the ſoul in bondage and 
captivity. And, people, mind this (it is a true teſtimony). The door of 
life 1s now ſo opened, by him who hath the key and power, that whoever 
will may enter. For the power of life is ariſen, againſt the power of death 
and the deſtroyer of the ſoul: ſo that great, yea very great advantage is 
there in this day, to all that are willing to follow the leader and captain of 
ſalvation, out of the land of captivity. Mind but his viſits, and be faith- 
ful in the ſtrength which flows from him; and nothing ſhall hinder thy 
ſoul from overcoming what ſtands in thy way, to ſtop thee from attaining 
the eternal crown _ inheritance of life. | 

And as for you afflicted mourners, who are ſeeking the way to Sion, be- 
wailing the abſence of your beloved, in whoſe preſence is life and redemp- 


tion, reſurrection from the dead, and victory over fin; yea all that your 


hearts have deſired or can deſire: what ſhall I ſay to you? O my _— 
- | and 
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and dear brethren! May I ſpeak a little freely to you concerning the Lord 
Jeſus ? How that he was born of the Virgin Mary, according to the fleſh, 
fulfilled his 2 ſervice in the fleſh, and was taken up to God; and 
how that the ſame Jeſus was afterwards in Spirit, of the ſpititual 


woman the church; even ſo born as to rule all nations with an iron rod; 


and yet did not come forth to rule the nations, but was taken up to God 
again, and hath not ſince appeared in that Spirit, power, and dominion; 
but only in ſuch a ſtrength of life, as might enable his witneſſes to bear 
witneſs to him all along the apoſtaſy, until the church ſhould come out of 
the wilderneſs, and the man- child appear again. AA 
And now hear the joyful news. The apoſtaſy is ended. Mark ; I do 
not ſay the' apoſtaſy is generally ended. No, no; there are many woes, 
plagues, judgments, and terrible thunders to come upon perſons, and na- 
tions, before they feel it ended. But it is ended in ſome veſſels, which are 
upon the earth. The man of ſin, that wicked one, the ſon of perdition 
hath been diſcovered by the. Spirit of the. Lord ; chaſed, conſumed, and 
deſtroyed by the breath of his mouth, and by the brightneſs of his appear- 


| ance in ſome. | Yea, the church is come out of the wilderpeſs, and the 


man- child is come along with her; for ſhe is not come without her beloved, 
but leaning upon her beloved; and he is known ruling with his golden 
ſcepter, and with his iron rod battering. down the corrupt, ſelfiſh, ſtubborn, 
earthly. Wick, and raiſing up that which is meek, tender, lowly, and lay 
bowed down and oppreſſed. Cont TT ns” 
Now as Chriſt ſaid, preaching in the days of his fleſh, This day is this 
ſcripture fulfilled in your ears, Luke iv. 21. Was it not then fulfilled out- 
wardly among the outward Jews? Were there any ſick, or weak, or blind, 


or lame, or lepers, or poſſeſſed with devils, whom he was not ready to 


cure? And did he not go about doing good, and ſeeking them out to cure 
them? So may it not now be ſaid in the Spirit and power of the Lord, 
among the ſpiritual Jews; this day is this ſcripture ed ſpiritually in 
your ears. Yea, what he did then outwardly, is known in ſpirit to be done 
among you inwardly and ſpiritually. How many that were before blind 
do now ſee? That were before deaf do now hear? That were formerly 
lame do now walk? That were very leprous are now cleanſed? That were 
very dead are now raiſed ? That were quite dumb do now ſpeak ? And the 
poor, the empty, the naked are now cloathed, and filled with the riches and 
treaſures of the everlaſting kingdom? May it not be truly ſaid, by —_ 
poor diſtreſſed hearts, that the wilderneſs and ſolitary place is now glad, 
becauſe that which once was parched with drought and barrenneſs, now feels 


the living ſprings, and the breaking forth of the pure clear river of life, 


the ſtreams whereof make glad the city of God, and cauſe melody in the 
heart to the Lord? Where is. the envious, cruel, dragoniſh nature, may 
ſome ſay ? Yea, where is the place where dragons lay? Is there not a new 
creation? a new heaven, a new earth; and are not all things — _ 
| | O 2 oi rein 
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therein? Are not the old things of the night, and of the darkneſs, paſſed 
away, and all things become new in this 15 which the Lord hath made, 
in the hearts which have received and been ſubject to his light? 8 


And now what hinders, but that ye alſo ſnould lift up your heads, and 
ſee the coming of the Son of man in the clouds wherein he comes, and 
partake of the redemption, virtue, and power of his appearance? What 
are the clouds wherein he comes? Is his coming outward? Or are the clouds 
outward? Or is his coming inward and ſpiritual in ten thouſands of his 
ſaints? Did not Enoch ſee that he was to come ſo to judge the world? Doth 
he not come to be glorified in his ſaints? Are not they to judge the world ? 
They in him, he in them? Oh! read aright; read with the Spirit, and 
with the underſtanding which is thereof ; and then the truth of the letter 
will be manifeſt and ſhine to you. There is nothing ſtands in your way, 
but want of a ſpiritual eye to ſee his ſpiritual appearance in others (and fo to 
wait for it in yourſelves), even the eye of faith, which ſees the inviſible 
power and glory, as the Lord openeth it and maketh manifeſt to it. 

Now this I have to ſay to you, in true ſenſe and underftanding. Come 
down to the Gentile's light, come down to that which God hath diſpenſed 
to the Gentile, as well as to the Jew; which is the word (or commandment) 
nigh in the mouth and heart. This hath been the loweſt of all, deſpiſed by 
all; and this is in the heart of God to exalt over all; for it is above all. 
The loweſt in its deſcent from the Father; the higheſt in its aſcent to the 
Father. This is the thing which man ran from, when the veil came over 
him ; which all the ſhadows of the law were to point out and fignify. And 
as man is brought again to this, life ſprings in him, and the powerful re- 
demption of the eternal word is witneſſed by him. Yea, he that hears the 
voice of this, though he were ever ſo dead in treſpaſſes and fins, ſhall feel 
life fpring in him, and the covenant of life inwardly revealed, which by the 
pure faith and obedience is the entrance into, and the abiding in. And 
this is the one truth, the one pure eternal word and way to the Father, 
which was from the beginning, and remains the ſame unto the end. This 
is the door, at which all hitherto have entered into life, at which all do ſtill 
enter, and there is no other. Bleſſed for ever is he, who hath made it ſo 
manifeſt and plain in this our day; and bleſſed are they that ſee it, and enter 
into life at it! 
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Among the many Profeſſions and Ways of Religion, 
retain any Meaſure of Sincerity of Heart, and true 
Deſires after the Lon dp. ; 

AE main thing in religion is to receive a principle of life from God, 
whereby the mind may be changed, and the heart madeable to un- 
derſtand the myſteries of his kingdom, and to ſee and walk in the way of 
life; and this 1s the travail of the ſouls of the righteous, that they may 
abide, grow up, and walk with the Lord in this principle; and that others 
alſo, who breathe after him, may be gathered into, and feel the virtue of, 
the ſame principle. * 3 | 
But there is one that ſtands in the way to hinder this work of the Lord, 


who with great ſubtilty ſtrives to keep ſouls in captivity, and to prejudice 


—_ againſt the precious living appearances of the redeeming power of the. 
984 | TY 18 


One great way whereby he doth this is, by raiſing up in them a fear leſt 


they ſhould be. deceived and betrayed, and inſtead of Neuer. more, loſe 
that little of God which they have. With this was. I exerci 


long; and 
ſtill, when life ſtirred in my heart, then this fear was raiſed in me; ſo that 
I durſt not in judgment cloſe with what ſecretly in ſpirit J felt to be of God, 
it having a true touch of his quickening, warming, convincing, enlivening 
virtue in it. oh = oy 

Now that this ſnare may be eſcaped. by ſuch as breathe after the Lord, 
oh! let them wait, mourn, and cry to. him, that he would write his pure 
fear in their hearts, and teach them when to fear, and how to fear, and 
what to fear; and in that (or as that is. brought forth in them) they ſhall ſee 
that they have more cauſe to fear their preſent ſtate, than to fear. that: 
which, in the quickening warmth and virtue of God, comes to make a: 
change in their preſent ſtate ;. yea, they ſhall then ſee how the enemy now. | 


cauſeth them to fear, where no fear is; and keepeth them from, fearing, 


where the fear is. For what is the nd of fear now ? This is. the great 
thing that they ſhould fear, left they ſhould not hear the call. of the Spirit of 
the Lord out of Babylon; out of that part of Babylon out of which they have 
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not yet travelled; and leſt they ſnould not hear and mind the call of his 
Spirit unto Sion, the holy mount of God, towards and unto which he lead- 
eth his people, in- this day of the revelation and manifeſtation of his glo- 
rious love and power. | 5 | 

Oh! therefore, my friends, ye that long after the Lord, ye that deſire to 
feel the power of his truth, wait for the principle of life from him to be 
revealed in yop, and the pure fear which is therefrom, that ye may feel the 


Lord thereby, and therein (even in and through that principle) writing his 


fear, his pure fear, his holy fear, his powertully-preſerving fear, in your 
hearts; that ye may know the way to him, the ſeed (which is the way) 
may come and join to him therein, and never depart from him. The fear 


of the Lord, from the principle of his life, will (without fail) effect this in 


you as ye receive it from the Lord; but the other fear, the fear which 
the enemy begets, will not do it; but will be a bar and ſore ſtop in your 
way, till the Lord, by his holy power, through his tender mercy, remove 
it fram you. 3 3 
And now anſwer me one queſtion uprightly, as in God's ſight, from 
whom it is in my heart to propound it to you. 1 75 
Are you come to Sion, or are ye travelling thitherward rightly and truly? 
Have ye ever known any of the travellers, that ye have been acquainted 
4 could in truth ſay, that they were come to Sion? The Chriſtians, 

in the primitive times, were come to Sion, and they were acquainted = 
dwelt with God and Chriſt there; and knew Jeruſalem, the heavenly build- 
ing, the city of the living God. Oh! where are ye? Nay, are ye yet come 


out of Babylon? Do ye yet know the wilderneſs, the intricate paſſages 
therein, wherethrough God alone can lead the ſoul ? Oh! depart ye, depart 


ye from your preſent ſtations (in the leadings of God's Spirit), unleſs ye 
can ſay, in the true unerring light, that they are your reſt, your ſouls true 
reſt, even the everlaſting kingdom, which the primitive Chriſtians received 
(and into which they found entrance), which could not be ſhaken. 

And, friends, let me tell you one thing further (for my heart is at this 
preſent opened to you by the Lord), that as the foul (in its travels) comes 
to Sion, the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus is witneſſed, which 
makes free from the law of ſin and death. And then there is no more 
ſuch a crying out of the body of ſin as there was before; but a bleſſing of 
him who hath delivered, and daily doth deliver, from it: yea, the body of 
ſin is known and felt to be put off, and Chriſt put on in the ſtead thereof. 
For, my friends, there are ſeveral ſtates witneſſed by the ſoul, in its true 
and ſenſible travels towards the Holy Land. As for inſtance : * 5 

1. There is a ſtate of Egyptian darkneſs and bondage, in which the 
power of death reigns and rules in the heart, ſubjecting it to ſin and death. 
And here the ſoul is in the grave, and under death, captivity, and bondage, 
in the midſt of all its profeſſions of religion, and talk of God and Chriſt, 
and reading ſcriptures, and obſerving ordinances and duties, &c. 1 
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2. There is a wilderneſs-ſtate, wherein the ſtrength: of capti - 
what Oe 87 — _ to mind 5 ife, and to 6 
low after the Lord throu e trials, through t ions, through 
ſeveral exerciſes which the Lord ſeeth good to e e it with. | 
And here the metcy and eſs of the Lord is . and the 
deceitfulneſs and treachery of the heart. This is the place of humiliation 
and breaking, wherein the ſoul daily feels how untoward and unaccuſtomed 
it is to the yoke, which ſhould break the ſpirit, and ſubdue it to God. Here 
the Lord ſhews the ſoul what its heart is, that he might humble it, and do 
it good in the latter end. Here the very law of God appears weak, through 
the ſtrength of the fleſh, which is not yet ſubdued. Now here is mourn- 


ing, and groaning, and crying to the Lord night and day, both becauſe of 
an 


the violence and multitude of the enemies, and. becauſe of the naughtineſs, 
diſtruſt, and unbelief of the heart. . | 5 
3. There is a ſtate of reſt, a ſtate of peace, a ſtate of life, a ſtate of 
power, a ſtate of grace, a ſtate of dominion, in the life, and through the 
power of the Lord, wherein the law of life is manifeſted in dominion in 
the heart over the law of ſin and death. There is an everlaſting kingdom, 


wherein God and Chriſt reign, in which God treads Satan down under the 


feet of the ſoul, and makes the ſoul a king and a prieſt in the Son of his 


love and the ſoul feels it is one with, and accept in, the beloved. ; % 
Nov, friends, that ye may know this kingdom, travel faithfully towards. 


it; feel and come into the reign of Chriſt in it; fit down in the 8 


places in Chriſt Jeſus, and inherit ſubſtance; know the gathering to Chriſt 


in the name, and ſit down in the name, where the enemy cannot touch 


you; but feel the preſervation and powerful life and dominion of that ſeed 


which is over the enemy, and wherein and whereby the Lord ſcatters the 


enemy, bruiſing the ſerpent's head, and anointing the foul with the oil of 


gladneſs, and cloathing it with the beautiful garments of his righteouſneſs 
and ſalvation; and that ye may know the precious and glorious building of 
life in the Spirit, even of the holy houſe and city. of God; where the 
walls are ſalvation, and the gates praiſe. For this end it is in my heart 


from the Lord to write theſe things unto you; and the Lord God of his 
| mercy open the door of entrance to you into theſe things; for there is but 


one door of life, and there is not another; which door is Chriſt the ſeed ; 
which ſeed is revealed. within, there to. break the wiſdom; ſtrength, and. 
head of the ſerpent; and fo far as he breaks it there, redemption and free- 
dom is witneſſed from it, and no further. | | | 

Oh! that ye might receive an underſtanding from the Lord, and be 
taught by him to deny and part with the underſtanding which is not of 
him, that ye might ſee things (from him, and in his light) which ye have 
not yet ſeen; and conſider aright of that, which the enemy hitherto, by his. 
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And now as for us, who experience the truth as it is in Jeſus, and with 
the Lord our God in his Light, and by virtue of his life and love ſhed 
abroad in our hearts: I ſay, what is it to us to be judged by you in your 
day as perſons that deny Chriſt, deny ſcriptures, deny ordinances, , deny 
duties, Sc. ? We are ſatisfied in our hearts as touching your judgment, 
knowing from the Lord what it is in you that thus judgeth of us, even the 
ſame thing that judged amiſs of Chriſt (in the Scribes, Phariſees, and pro- 
feſſing Jews): in the days of his fleſh. And indeed that in you can never 


judge aright; but is to be judged, condemned, and deſtroyed by the life 


and power of the Lord. 1 5 

And oh! that ye knew (ſenſibly knew) what is to live, and what is 
to die in you, that ye might feel the riſing of your ſouls out of the grave, 
through the immortal ſeed of God, and the bringing of all your wiſdom 
and knowledge of the things of God (which ye hold, and make uſe of out 
of the compaſs and limits of his holy life and covenant) into death. 

For, friends, let me tell you, that which hath been parted with (for the 
kingdom's ſake, and the righteouſneſs thereof) in ſome, was more precious 


than what ye hold fo ſtifly, and ſo magnify in your own thoughts and rea- 


ſonings againſt the truth. Yea, that which was once of high eſteem, and 
very glorious in our eyes, is now become as droſs and dung, for the excel- 
lency of the pure living knowledge of, and fellowſhip with, Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord; and if ye had the true meaſure and balance to weigh things in, 
ye would acknowledge it: but the letter, and literal ordinances and duties, 
and apprehenſions of things out of the life, kills you, and keeps you under 


the veil, and from the ſight of the things which are within the veil. 


Oh ! that God would rend the veil in you! Oh! that God would give you 
the feeling of, and union with, that whereby he rends the veil! Oh! that 
he would humble you, and bring down the mighty from his ſeat of judg- 
ment in you, to be judged and abaſed, and exalt the meek and lowly into 
that which 1s his proper place ! ct 

Oh! that ye might feel the work of God, even the redemption of the 
ſoul, begun and carried on by him with power in your hearts! Then 
would ye know Chriſt indeed, the ſcriptures indeed, the ordinances indeed, 
the duties indeed, the everlaſting ſabbath, the everlaſting worſhip ; even 
the ſubſtance of all that was ſhadowed out under the law, and ſit down un- 
der the wing of the Almighty, from whence the power, the life, the virtue, 
the healing, drops into the foul. | 

And noy, to give a little touch at thoſe things beforementioned, which ye 
ſo ſtumble at, a little to help to remove them from your ſpirits, if it pleaſe 
the Lord. | | | 

1. We do not deny that Chriſt which died at Jeruſalem ; but own him, 
and no other : and own what he did, his obedience to the Father always, 
and in all things; his ſufferings in the virtue and power of the Father, 
and the value of them with the Father. This the Lord our God teacheth 

- | | us 


us to own, and to bleſs the name of the Lord, for him who is the captain, 
and worker out of our ſalvation; a meaſure af whoſe life and power we 


have received, and embrace in our hearts; and in this is He; the fulneſs, 


made manifeſt to us; and we, through this, and by this, and in this, in- 
grafted into him; and ſo come to partake of the ſweetneſs and fatneſs of 
the olive-tree. Yea, this we certainly know, that Chriſt was* not only 


made manifeſt in that body of fleſh, but is alſo made manifeſt in dur mor- 


tal fleſh, as we are gathered into his life, and his life brought forth in us. 


And he is not only antichriſt, that denieth Chriſt's appearance in chat body 


of fleſh; but he that denieth him (the hope of glory) in his faints, his ſpi- 
ritual body. Yea, I beſeech you conſider, whether it hath been the work 


of antichriſt all along the apoſtaſy to deny the appearance of Chriſt in that 


body of fleſh, or to deny the arance of his life and Spirit in the fleſh 
of his ſaints ? We know (ſaith the apoſtle John) thar the Son of Gad it come, 
and bath given us an underſtanding to know bim that is true. How was he 
come? Was not he that was with them come in them? Did he hot live in 
them, a& in them, ſpeak in them? And did not they that were 'of God 

hear the voice of Chriſt, the voice of the ſhepherd in them? But they which 
were not of God, which were not the ſheep, could not hear the voice of 
Chriſt in his apoſtles and believers; could not own him come in their fleſh, 
though they could preach the ſame Chrift in words, and own his coming in 


that body of fleſh which he had appeared in, 1 Foby iv. 6. 


2. We do indeed really, heartily, ſingly, as in God's ſight, own the ſcrip- 
tures ; the ſcriptures written by the prophets and holy men of God under 
the law; the ſcriptures written by the evangeliſts and apoſtles in the time of 
the goſpel; and we read them with delight and joy, and would draw no 
man from a right reading of them to the benefit of his ſoul; but only 
from giving their own judgments on them without the Spirit of God; 
leſt, in ſo doing, they wreſt them to their own deſtruction. N | 

This 1s that which the Lord hath drawn us from, and which we know 


it would alſo be profitable to others to be drawn from too; to wit, from 
imagining and gueſſing at the _—_— of ſcriptures, and interpreting 
ws 


them without the opening of that Spirit from which they were given forth ; 
for they who ſo do, feed that part (with a gathered knowledge) which 
thould be famiſhed, die, and periſh, that another thing might come to 
live in them, and they in it. N | FFF 
Now to us, being taught of God, and led by him into the things and 


through the conditions the ſcriptures ſpeak of, the ſcriptures ate very pre- 


cious, the relation of things under the law precious, the inſtructions, pro- 
miſes, and comforts precious, yea, the very reproofs and denunciations 


of judgment to that part, nature and ſpirit which' the judgments are to, 


precious, and it is impoſſible for any heart to conceive (who hath not the 
experience of the thing) how life ſprings in us; and how ſweet,  plea- 
— and. WII the words of life in the writings of * or 
. P N 
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to be ſeriouſly conſidered of. ; 


Queen 1. Were theſe things themſelves the things of the kingdom, or 
ſignifications of ſomewhar relating to the kingdom, as the ſhadows under 
the law were? And fo, though they might have a uſe and ſervice in the 

from the law, yet could they have an abſolute place in the day? 


F or as the day dawns and breaks, the ſhadows fly away. What ſhould the 


ſhadow do, when that which the ſhadow ſignified is come ? What place 1s 
there for ſhadows in the ſubſtance, in the everlaſting kingdom ? 

Now though the apoſtle condeſcended fo as to circumciſe for the Jake 
of the Jews, yet circumciſion was not to abide. So he candeſcended alſo 
as to John's baptiſm z to wit, the baptiſm of water (for that was not Chriſt's 
baptiſm, but his baptiſm was that of the Holy Ghoſt and fire); yet. he 
bleſſed God he did not make uſe of it, and ſaid, be was not ſent to baptiize. 
What was he not ſent to baptize with? Why not with water, not with 
John's baptiſm ; but he was fent to baptize with Chriſt's baptiſm ; to bap- 

| tize 


—— of linder and upright Oe. 
uze into 3 into the 2 Into the « te your (oe te the - 
| les), as as to preach t ic geſpel Gut fi. g. MAH xxviit. v9. 
hen for the outward ſupper: was' not thut a ſhadow of the 'true fub- 
er ſupper of the Lord, the breakin of the true bread, and drink- 

Of the te ene Gh i ef Aer Vine! life) in the kingdom of * 

Which kingdom was at hand in Johm's time, and e 
Ma: to pray it might come; and che apoſtles, and they afterwards * 
were in the power, in the life, in the righteouſnels, 1 . Fe 
witneſs it come. For mark: the promiſe was not — a kingdom 

lory hereafter, when the bey en but e 
kingdom, and feel an entrance (yea, an abundant entrance) into the ever-- 
laſting kingdom miniſtered to them even then: and they were to cat bread 
in the kingdom, and drink wine in 1 kingdom, even new. brad, and 
new wine, freſh from the table of the Lord Hey with the Lord, in 
bis preſence, according to the promiſe, be come aud dwell in ben; bend 

walk in them, and ſup with . and they with bim. And thus they in their- 
day, and we in our day (bleſſed be the name of the Lord our God) eat and 
drink of the heavenly bread and wine of the kingdom with Chriſt therein ; 
every one fitting in the heavenly place, and manſion of reſt, which the 
Lord hath built up and prepared for him. I 

Query 2. Have not theſe outward things been CY abuſed, an the 
antichriſtian ſpirit (even the whoriſh ſpirit, which hath adulterated from the 
life and power of God) appeared in them, and cried them up? And ſurely, 
as fo cried up by that ſpirit, they are neither of nor for Chriſt. 

And conſider well what that outward court was which God gave to the 
Gentiles, and what the worſhip and ordinances of the outward court were; 
and whether they were not given to the Gentiles alſo, and whether theſe are 
any part of them; for if ſo, then they belong not to, nor are required by, the 
Lord, of the inward Jews, who are of the circumciſion i in the heart, and 
are come to inherit the ſubſtance. 

Query 3. Whether there be any virtue in theſe things in themſelves, with- 
out God's requiring of them? Can outward water waſh the foul? Can out- 
ward bread and wine feed or refreſh it? Indeed if God require a man to 
waſh his body with water, he ought to be ſubject, and there will be profit 
to him in his ſubjection; but of itſelf it is but a badily exerciſe, and with- 
_ 8 s requiring it, it would be but will- worſnip, and profit him nothing 
at 

Now truly the Lord did never require this of us; but hath ſhewn us 
the water which our ſouls and bodies had need of to be waſhed with, and 
the bread and wine which they are to be fed and refreſned with: and in fol- 
lowing the Lord according as he hath led us, and required of us, we have 


found reconciliation, life, reft, Peace, and 265 wich our F ather, and pure | 
refreſhment from him. bo oe | 
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108 A Viſi of tender aud upright Love. | 
Query 4. As touching duties: Theſe are the two great duties we are 
taught; To love the Lord our God with all our heart, ſoul, and ſpirit; and ou 
9 as ourſelves. And theſe we learn by believing in him whom God 
hath ſent, and receiving the ſeed of life from him; in the growth whertof 
in us we live, and are made one with him, and partakers of the ability 
which is of him. For not by working of ourſelves do we attain to this; 
but by the working of his powerful life in us, through his merey to us. He 
circumciſeth us, he cuts off the enmity, he brings under the old nature and 
ſpirit in us, and then the new ſprings up, and we are renewed in it. And in 
this we learn and are made able to love the Lord, and his children, and 
his creatures, yea, all that is of him. And this love conſtrains us to 
the Lord, and deny all for him; fo that we can ſuffer any thing (throu 
his ſtrength) but ſin, but corruption, but unbelief, but diſobedience to him. 
Yea, this makes us ſo tender towards him, that we can rather part with all 
of this world, than the integrity and ſubjection of our ſpirits to him in the 
leaſt thing that he requires of us; his truth (and our teſtimony thereto) in 
every reſpect being far dearer to us than our lives, and all the enjoyments 
and pleaſures of this prefent world. | Er RE [9 
From theſe two great duties flow many others as towards God; to fear. 
him with the fear which is not taught by the precepts of men, but which 
he writes in our hearts; to wait upon him night and day in his temple, even 
in the holy place of his building ; to call upon him in the motion, guide- 
ance, will, and help of his Spirit (for indeed when once we learn of God,. 
we are taught to pray no more after the fleſh, no more after the will, wif- 
dom, or way of man); as alfo to be ſenſible of his goodneſs, and give 
thanks to him in every condition” ip 
And in this we feel his preſence and acceptance, as the Lord is not for- 
gotten by us; but when we eat and drink, walk abroad, or ſtay at home, 
we feel him near, and our hearts acknowledge him, bow to him, wait upon 
him, bleſs him, praiſe his name, and ſpeak words concerning him, or to- 
him, with the outward voice, when he gives them, and requires them of 
us; but of a truth we- dare bring no facrifices of our own, nor kindle any 
fire or ſparks of our own; but wait for the holy breath, Spirit, and power 
of our Cod. to perform all in us, and by us. | 
But now, becauſe we do not pray at certain ſet-times (as we formerly 
were wont to do) nor ſpeak words before and after meat as formerly, and 
the like, ye are offended with us, and ſay we deny this duty. No, no;. 
we do not deny to God the prayer which is from the birth immortal; but this 
we ſay, and ſenſibly feel, prayer is a gift, and the ability thereof is in 
_ God's Spirit; for we know not what to pray for as we . * nor have 
we a power in us to pray when or as we will; but in the Holy Spirit, in 
his breathing in us, is our ability; and we are to wait on him for the 
moving and breathing of his Spirit, and not to pray of ourſelves, or in our 
own wills or times, but in the Father's. And it is a mighty thing to * | 


mourn bitterly over; 


low in his preſence, chat che pute ſpring may opan, the pure breath breathe, 
and the pure voice iſſue forth; for God heareth not ſinners, hut the born 
of him that doth: his will. This muſt every ſoul witneſs in his meaſute, as 


Chriſt witneſſed it in the fulneſs;; and there is no ſerving God aright, or 


performing any duty or ordinance of worſhip to him aright, but in a mea 
ſure of — like and Spire where with Chriſt ſerved him. 

Now J do not only own. the ſtate of the Jews in their integrity, and of 
the primitive Chriſtians in theirs, and of what the Lord hath cauſed to 
break forth in this our day, but I alſo own all the appearances of God all 
along the night of the apoſtaſy in the holy martyrs and witneſſes, which he 
raiſed up, and enabled to bear teſtimony to his truth, and againſt the anti- 
chriſtian practices of many in that dark night of the apoſtaſy. And thus 
alſo. I own all the work of God in my own heart, and in the hearts of 
others (whom he pleaſed to work upon) in former times; yea, the breath- 
ings and defies which are yet in the hearts of any after the Lord, fo far 


as they are in the truth, and of and from the Lord, I cannot but own. 


But the Lord hath ſhewn me that there is a great mixture in mens deſires 
and endeavours after him; and that the evil ſpirit (by his ſubtilty) doth of- 
ien get the managing of them, and turn the very zeal and earneſtneſs of 
the mind (through prejudices and miſapprehenſions) againſt the Lord and 
his truth. Now this is a very dangerous ſtate, and there are ſome (who 
little think fo) in this ſtate, doing that againft the Lord, and againſt his 
Chriſt, his truth, his people, which, if ever their eyes be opened, they will 

iT if their eyes be not opened, but they, walk on by 
a wrong light (even by a light of their own: gathering, imagining, and 
conceiving) whither will it lead them, and what will their end be? Oh! 
that ye could hear! Oh! that ye could fear aright!' Oh! that ye could 
rightly conſider! Oh! that ye could feel the life and power of the Lord 
near you, the Word of life near you, even as near as ye have felt the 
enemy and his temptations, that ye might partake of, and witneſs with 
Joy, the virtue and redemption of it! Oh1 that ye could once aright look 
upon him whom ye have pierced, and yet daily. pierce, and cannot but 


pierce, until the righteous judgments of the Lord be poured out on the 


head, of the tranſgreſſor in you, and the Lord waited upon, - feared, and 
fubjefted to, in the way of his judgments, that ye may feel the — 
work finiſhed,. the droſs burned. up, — prepared, the veſſel brought 
pure out of the furnace! What then? Why when the Lord hath built up 
Sion, prepared his temple, cleanſed his houſe, will he not appear there in 
his glory? Shall it not become an houſe of prayer, of pure prayer, and of 
pure praiſes? Shall there be any lame or blind facrifices oflcred up there? 

Shall it not be the beauty of holineſs indeed? Shall not the rance of 
the Lord be more glorious there than ever it was in the temple and ordi- 
nances under the law? Shall not every living ſtone in this building 8 


's 8 9 - 
1d upright Love. | 
God. of life and power preſent of a truth, and feel not only the earth,” but 
very heavens melt before him and Oi, © 55 mai . Wu 
e pure light and life of the Lamb? ð 
„ Words and promiſes ſpoken concerning things to be brought forth in 
the goſpel-ſtate-do not go beyond the things ſpoken ; but the things 
brought forth excel and go beyond the words, being ſo felt and enjoyed 
by that which is fitted and prepared by the Lord, as words cannot utter. 
The Lord God lead all that rightly deſire after him into the right way (and 
preſerve them therein) of meeting with and enjoying what their hearts 
rightly deſire, and beat back the enemy in all hi 
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| | his devices of entatigling, 
perplexing, and drawing-them aſide ; that they may receive the covenant, 
the new covenant, walk with God in the light thereof, live.in the life there- 
of, obey through the power thereof; 4 may know what kind of meat 
and drink, what joy, delight, and pleaſure it is to the ſoul to do the vill, 
in the principle, and by the power, of the new life. So the Lord God Al- 
mighty, the creator, guider, and preſerver of his Iſrael, lead you out of 
the darkneſs, bring you through the wilderneſs, reveal the hope in you, and 
ſta your minds thereon, and give you to feel the true travel and faithful 
walking with him in the footſteps of the flock, which he hath led and is 
leading his in, and unto ſome of whom (in the tender mercy which from 


on high hath viſited them) he hath given full reſt and ſatisfaction in his 


truth, 


A 


BRIEF ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


= 


| Ground of Cerrtainty and SaTisracTioON, which 
it hath pleaſed the LoRxD to eſtabliſh in my Heart, 


dom. 


1 HAVE been afflicted from my childhood, mourning and ſeeking after a 
the Lord, and feeling * much grief and pain of ſpirit, through my 


ſenſe of the want of him. I have not been contented with the way of re- 
ligion I was educated in, but (through that of God which ſtirred in me) 


found 


concerning Religion, and the Things of His King- 
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found great defects in It, ug was drawn and led by his 


it, and ſeek further Whick 1 Rift foukt after was the* 
the life FEA foul, and 8 
0 


"ro and prefetice of the Lord, thut Yeitonfiye: 
tion of bis Spiris (as, touching truth and the way of God) wich was! wit 
neſſed in the days of the apoſtits.” Now, breathing after this, bur not 


meeting with it, cauſed unutterable anguiſh, miſery, and diſtreſs in my heart, 


ſo that my condition could riot be hid within mine own breaſt, but my for- 
row alſo brake forth in the ſight of others. ff © [nh 
But at length the eternal bowels have pitied me, and have ſhewed me 
the place of the ſoufs reſt, and I have felt the eternal arm gathering me in- 
to, and giving me ſome poſſeſſion of, a meaſure thereof; ſo that my heart is 
ſatisfied about religion and the things of God's kingdom, being taught of 
God how to know the Pearl, and the way alſo how to come to inherit and 
enjoy it; and in that way I have had great experience of the love, mercy, 
wiſdom, goodneſs, power, and righteouſneſs of the Lord; and deni with- 
ſtanding all my ſouPs enemies, I {till feel his preſence, life, and power to 
his praiſe, which doth the work in me, and which giveth me to hope in 
him, and wait upon him. And now in love and tenderneſs of bowels to 
others, it is in my heart to anſwer. a Queſtion or two about the ground of 
the aſſurance and ſatisfaction which God hath given my foul; it being . 
heart not to grieve or trouble any, but only to be helpful in holding 
what the Lord bath demonſtrated to and written in my heart, as he ſhall 
draw, move, and enable my ſpirit thereunto; to whom my ſoul boweth, 
and giveth the praiſe all that he hath done in me, and pleaſeth by his. Spirit 
and power to work through me. ju eee eee 
Queſt. 1. It may be enquired by ſome, How I come to know the Spirit of God, 
and his church, and the ſcriptures of the holy men to be written by the inſpiration 
and leading of his Holy Spirit; and how I know: the motions and drawings of bis. 


Spirit in me, from the motions, ſuggeſtions, and. temptations of the evil ſpirit ;; 


and bow I am ſatisfied that I am in the way of truth and life eternal, and da not 


wander out of it, and err from it ? 


Anſw. Thus I know; By receiving, joining to, abiding and growing u 
in that holy ſeed, which che Father 97 Tire hack 1 me. There 
an elect ſeed which cannot poſſibly be deceived, which ſeed the Father 
ſoweth, and cauſeth to grow in the hearts of them that receive itz whoſe: 
earth is by him digged and prepared for it. Now I have felt this ſeed from 
God, this holy pure thing, which there is nothing like for virtue and ęxcel- 
lency. Nothing hath its nature beſides it, nothing manifeſts the Father 
— it; the heart is changed, renewed, reſtored into: the holy image by this. 

one. 

In this. ſeed there is no deceit; no deceit ever came from it, no deceit 
ever entered into it, nor can; and from the day that I have known it, 

have always felt preſervation by it, while my heart hath been kept to it. 
Mine eye never miſ-ſaw in it, mine ear never miſ-heard in it, my heart ne- 
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112 A Brief Accpunt, &c. 
ver miſunderſtood in it; but here I have felt given to me, and maintained 
in me by God, the eye which fees, the ear which hears, the heart hich 
"—underftands the things of his kingdom; and here the entrance hath been 
miniſtered into the everlaſting kingdom, where God reveals by his Spiri 
the myſteries of his Kingdom, fich all elſe are ſnut out of, but this 
and the birth which is of it. And when the enemy d el time in my 
travels, by any temptation or device, got in any degree between my foul 
and this ted; then a darkneſs, a loſs, doubts, fears, troubles, Fr. Have fo 
far come over my foul, © e i W 
 - Queſt} 2. But bow know Þ this feed, may ſome. enguire? \ | 13 7 
. Afw. By its nature, by its properties, by its manifeſting: of itſelf in my 
heart. It hath that light, that life, that power in it, which I never met 
with any-where elſe. It bruiſeth the head of the at its TE 
whereby I know it to be the feed of the woman. It daſheth in pieces (thro? 
ſubjection to it) whatever is contrary to God, and bringeth i holy na- 
ture in me. It. ſo bringeth me into the very image of his Son, that what 1 
read in the ſeriptures concerning the nature, righteouſneſs, and work of ſal- 
vation by Chriſt, I find formed and ſpringing up in mine on heart, as 1 
am gathered into, and brought forth in, this Led. Yea, I really feel that! 
am born of God's Spirit, ſo far as I am born of this. Here I feel,. know, 
. underſtand, and am acquainted .with the ſubſtance, the thing itſelf, that 
which all the types and figures of the law ſhadowed out. Here I meet with 
che cireumciſion which is without outward hands; the baptiſm which is 
without outward water; the ſupper of the Lord, which is without outward 
bread or wine; and here I know the true Jew, whoſe nature, ſpirit, works, 
and Ways, are all of God, in and through his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And here 
I mwſt profeſs, I cannot doubt concerning the things of God; but in the 
light and anointing of this ſeed, ſee both the myſtery of iniquity, and 
the myſtery of | godlineſs, and the ways and workings of each ſpirit, both 
inwardly and outwardly ; and my unity with the one (through the tender 
mercy, goodneſs, love, and power of the Lord, all which are herein re- 
vealed), and my ſeparation from the other. | * I 
And this is the true way of certainty and ſatisfaction, which is of God, 
and will ftand, when all the ſeveral ways of mens inventions will fail of 
what they: promiſe to men, and fall in the ſight of men. For this ſeed and 
birth of God are to be acknowledged, and reign in the day of his power, 
and not another. And it is the day of his power in ſome, and ſhall be the 
day of his power in others; for darkneſs or death ſhall not prevail to bring 
the life of the riſen Son into the ſepulchre or grave again; but he ſhall ride 
on conquering and to conquer, ſubduing and to ſubdue, reigning and to 
reign, until he hath brought all things under the dominion of the Father's 
power. | | % 
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A QUESTION anſwered about the Way of know. 
ing the Motions, Doctrines, and Teachings of 
CurisT's Spirit. Ss 


_— — 2 — 


Queſt. OW may a man know the motions, doctrines, and teachings of 
H Chriſt's Spirit inwardly, from the decervable movings, appearings, 
and workings of a contrary ſpirit ? And how may à man know concerning the 
doctrines that others teach, whether they ſpeak from Chriſt, or whether they ſpeak 
of themſelves ? 9 | e MIR 
Anſw. This is a great matter indeed, and he muſt firſt receive ſome- 
what from God, who is able to do this. He muſt be born of the wiſdom 


that is from above, he muſt receive a ſpirit of diſcerning from God, he 


muſt receive ſomewhat of the ſheep's ear, ſomewhat of the holy under- 
ſtanding, whereby he may be made able to diſtinguiſh ſpirituals; and put a 
difference between the pure and impure ; between the pretender to the 
things of God, and him which is indeed of God. A is a balance of 
the ſanctuary appointed to weigh ſpiritual things and appearances in; and 
by this 44 . are they he your rightly Uiſcerned and diſtinguiſhed ; 

and this balance is in the ſanctuary, in the holy heavenly place in Chriſt 
Jeſus, where the true weight of ſpiritual things (or 2 that pretend to 
be truly ſpiritual and living, but are not) is given and diſcerned. But he 


that weighs without this, he that weighs by his own judgment and under- 


ſtanding, by his own comprehenſion and conceivings; he weighs by that 
which is uncertain, changeable, and fallible, and turns up and down accord- 
ing to the . of things to him, but judgeth not the righteous 
judgment, which is from the ſenſe, and in the light, of truth. 

Therefore, oh ! that men were humble, __ meek, and ſenſible of 


their inability to judge as of themſelves, that they might ſee their need of 


this gift of God, and wait upon him for it; being in- the mean time as the 
weaned child, not meddling with things too high for them, but keeping 
and abiding low in fear and ſubjection to that which the Lord hath alre 
made manifeſt to them. For what man is there, to whom the Lord ha 
not already (in his tender mercy and goodneſs) made ſomewhat of himſelf 
manifeſt ? Who is there, who by the light of the Spirit of God in his con- 
ſcience, knoweth not ſome evil which he ought to leave undone, and ſome 
good which he ought to do? Now this is the way of God, and the work 
which man ſhould be exerciſed in, to feel his mind gathered into that which 
teacheth this, that he might receive power from the Lord ta ceaſe to do the 
evil which he is thus warned by him of, and to do the good which is thus 
Vor. II. Q required 
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required of him. For thus the _ of the Lord teacheth and requireth 
of. men, even inwardly in their ſecret parts, ſecretly quickening and en- 
livening them in ſome meaſure, and giving them a ſenſe of their ſin, death, 
ſeparation from him, miſery and danger thereby; for where chere is by N 
fight of ſin, and ahy ſeftſe of the burden thereof, there is ſome life, fortit 
light, ſome little ſtirrings of the life, and ſome quickenings 
out which this ſenſe could not be. Now mark.. 
Are not here the drawings of the Father? Are not here the teachings of 
the Father, though but in a little meaſure; yet true, yet living? Is not 
here ſome little diſcerning given between the precious and the vi between 
ſome wat that is of God, and ſome what that is againſt him? Well ther], here 
is the gift of diſcerning, though in a poor, low, little, weak meaſure; and that 
man who receiveth this, Wet h the beginnings of the gift, ſomewhat of 
the gift, whereby he may be able to diſcern and diſtinguiſh a little about 
ſpiritual things, fo far as the light and ability of the gift in him extendeth. 
Now this is man's work (and in this lies his ſafety), to come hither,” abide 
here, and grow here. Not to judge out of this; to judge no farther con- 
cerning the things of God, than this judgeth in him; to keep the judg- 
ment which he hath from this; not hearkening to the ſubtil devices of the 
enemy, which will ſtrive afterward to cloud his mind, delude and deceive 
him, with a falſe appearance of wiſe reaſonings and diſputings of his own, 
or from other men, to make him believe otherwife. And fo keeping what 
ground he hath gained, he is to wait for more of this hght, more of this 
hfe, more of this virtue, that his ſoul may grow up and increaſe therein, 


teby, 'With- 


that his eye may be ſtrengthened to fee further, and his ear to hear further, 
and his heart to embrace more of the inſtructions and directions of the 
Spirit of the Lord, unto and in the way of the kingdom. 3 
Therefore the man that would meet with, and receive from God, the gift 
of diſcerning, let him mind the preſent manifeſtation of God's light from 
his Spirit in his heart; embrace that, fall in with that, take heed of the 
reaſonings of the mind againſt the convictions and demonſtrations of God's 
Spirit, but receive the truth in the love of it, even the loweſt e of 
ttuth, about the leaſt and moſt deſpiſeable things, and give up faithfully to 
the Lord therein, without murmuring, without diſputing, without conſult- 
ing with fleſh and blood. And he that is faithful to the light of the Spirit 
(and to the diſcerning which is thereby) in the little, he ſhall receive more, 
he ſhall have his light and diſcerning thereby increaſed, as his need requireth. 
But he that ſtands diſputing, and would have all his way made clear to him, 
before he ſets one ſtep in it; he is far from becoming that child, which the 
Father teacheth, and adminiſtereth an entrance into the kingdom to. 
This, in effect, was the very anſwer which Chriſt gave to this thing in the 
days of his fleſh, when there were great diſputes concerning his doctrine, 
how to know whether it was of God or no. What was the reſolution he 
gave of this; F am man, faith he, will do bis will, he ſhall * 
| oftrine 
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whether it be his 
_ workings, and ſtirrings in thee, which thou wouldſt fain know whence they 
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myſelf, John vii, 17: 
thou know Whether 1 


uaſtion atſiuerad. 


A 
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 Anſw. It is true, the Son's doctrine is the Father's will, and thou canſt 
not do the Father's will but as thou receiveſt the Son's. doctrine. But 
mark ; There are diſputes in thy.mind about ſomewhat of the Son's doctrine, 
— * or no; ſomewhat alſo about inward motions, 


are. Now the queſtion is concerning the way how thou mayeſt attain to 


this; how thou mayeſt come to 2 certain and ſatisfactory Knowledge here- 


in? Which is, not by entering into reaſonings and Ga. bar about theſe 


things whereof thou doubteft, but by coming into that wherein and where- 


by they are made manifeſt; and that is by coming into obedience to the 
Father in that, which he hath already made manifeſt ; for in that light (to 
them that believe in it) and in obedience thereto (be it ever ſo little, or the 
manifeſtation ever ſo ſmall), the Father will reveal more, and give to that 
heart and mind to be ſenſible of what is of him, and what is of the enemy, 
ſo far as is needful for it as yet to know. For wiſe and abſolute judgment 
in all things, is not neceſſary for a babe; but ſenſe to know the breaſt, and 
to receive from it the milk, by which it is to be fed that it may grow. This 
is enough in its preſent ſtate; yet if there he need of ſtrength at any time 


to ſtill the enemy and the avenger, the Lord will reveal it in the heart, and 
bring it forth out of the mouths of the babes and ſucklings, to the perfect- 


ing of his praiſe. V | 
So mind and learn the way, O ye that are ſimple-bearted (and truly de- 


fire after the Lord, and the purity and power of his kingdom), and take 


heed of the wrong way ; take heed of man's ws which is by conſulting 


with his own wiſdom, and weighing wech e the ba of his own reaſon 


and underſtanding ; and thus he may weigh ſcriptures written in former ages, 
and the appearances of God in this age, and err in heart, mind and, judg- 
ment concerning them both, all his days. But he that waits on the, Lord in 
fear, and in obedience to that which is already made manifeſt, not deſiring 
knowledge from God in his own will, time, or way, but in the Lord's, who 
perfectly knows every one's ſtate, and what is fit for him; he ſhall know con- 
cerning every doctrine his heart deſireth to be inſtructed in, in the Lord's 
ſcaſon; and in the mean time *. a will feed him with food conve- 
zu | 2 | 


nient, 
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nienff and Cloathe hin with cloatlling eonvenient; and there Wall be he 
Fatit do bun, who boweth. before — Lord in what is already made mapffeft, 
md Waiteth for his further franifeſtations and appearances. But che wiſe 
Hunter after knowledge before the Lord leads, and further chan he leads 
and teaches; this is the firſt birth, which is excluded the Kingdom and de 
myſtefies thereof: this is he who always deſpiſed and would fill kill the 
heir, that the inheritance might be his; but the inheritance is appointed 
for, and given to, another; even to the Lamb's nature, the Lamb's Spirit, 
the Lamb's innocency, the birth of another wifdom, which is ' a' fooliſh 
weak birth in his eye, and not worthy at all to inherit; but it is the Fa- 
ther's pleaſure to give the kingdom and inheritance of life everlaſting to 


theſe.” . 
To ſpeak yet a little more plainly, and bring it yet a little cloſer to the 
heart, if it may be. It hath pleaſed the Father, in this day of his love and 
power, to gather a little fock out of the world (and all workdly profeſſions 
of worſhip and religion) to himſelf. This flock he hath gathered by a poor, 
little, low thing in their hearts, exerciſing them thereby in poor, mean, 
and contemptible ways to the eye of the world, and to all the profeſſions of 
man's wiſdom ; and by this, and concerning this, he teſtifieth (through 
thoſe whom he hath gathered) to others. * the teſtimony doth evidence 
itſelf (through the power of the Spirit) to all that wait upon God for an ear, 
and hear in the ſimplicity thereof. | | | 
ow when we tell men of a divine principle, of a feed of God, wherein 
their religion is to begin, and from which it is to grow, and whereof they 
are to be born; this will enter into many, yea many will aſſent to be 
drawn fo far as to wait inwardly for, and upon this. But now when this 
begins to ſtir and move in them, it is in ſuch a way, and many times 
about ſuch low, mean, contemptible things in their eyes, that they are very 
apt to deſpiſe it, and enter into diſputes againft it, and fo miſs of the en- 
trance, and can never thus enter into it ; but inſtead thereof are filled with 
doubts about the leader and his motions, and puzzled and entangled in 
their minds, and ſtopt at the very beginning. And ſo, though they de- 
fire much, and hope much; yet all comes to little, becauſe the enemy hath 
poſſeſſed their minds with a device of his ſubtilty, as if theſe were ſmall 
things and of little concernment. That which they want is the powerful 
life, the clear light, &c. and fo their minds are taken up with thoughts 
about thefe great things, and deſires after theſe great things, and they over 
| look the way wherein and whereby theſe are to bo witneſſed and obtained. 
For the Lord God, in his infinite wiſdom, picked out theſe contemptible 
things to exerciſe his flock by, and to lead them in. And whatever men 
may think of them, yet none knows (but they who experience it) how 
hard it is to follow and ſubje& to the Lord in theſe, and how much t 
bow down and break the earthly and uncircumciſed ſpirit in a man. Now, 
Friend, thou who deſireſt life from God, oh! take heed ag wa" 
| | | C 
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back. the begingings- of. his life, and the redemption of thy ſoul, by de- 
looking the day of ſmall thing. Why may. not God chuſe 


not thou alſo came, t deny the cuſtoms and. yanities id (and 
God out of them ẽ, Are not the ways, cuſtoms, and vanities. of the world, 


N e 


AR raſpion. 


into the kingdom and power everlaſting, which are many days journey be- 
yond that which thou ſtickeſt at. N Is ; 


Now mind and remember this which falloweth: 


In the days of Chriſt and his apoſtles, God choſe the fooliſh things, and 
the weak things, and things that were not, to hide the path of lite, and 
the myſteries of his kingdom, from the wiſe ſearching. eye of man in thoſe 
days. Why may he not chuſe the like things now? Why may he not noy 


reveal things to the babes, and not to the wiſe of this age and generation 


Why may it not be to his glory, to have it now ſaid alſo, I bere is the 


_ wiſe ? Where is the Scribe (where is the learned man)? Where is the diſputer 


of this world? Can any of them find out that, or any of them diſcern that, 
which God revealeth to his little ones? No, no: They are generally got 
too high above that little, low, tender, meek, ſenſible principle, in the faith 
whereof, and in abedience whereto, the teachings of God are received, and 
his life and power witneſſed. And becauſe of their riches, wiſdom, and 
1 out of this, therefore is the entrance into the pure living truth 
(which cleanſeth the mind, and keepeth it clean, which quickeneth it, and 
keepeth it living), to them ſo exceeding difficult. | „ 
And as the principle is little, the ſeed of the kingdom little (like a grain 
of muſtard- ſeed), the leaſt of all ſeeds; ſo, why may not its appearance alſo 
be little, even in low weak things, deſpiſeable to man's eye and wiſdom; 
which man ſees nothing in, and may account of no value? And yet, the 
power of the croſs (which brings down, and s the corruptible), and the 
reſurrection of the life, may be witneſſed and felt in them. The foolifſbneſs 
of God is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of Gad is ſtranger than men: and 
he knoweth what he doth in leading his children in this contemptible pat 
and by theſe contemptible exerciſes, which all that is wiſe, high, lofty, and 
aſpiring, according to the fleſh, may eaſily overlook and ſught, but can 
hardly ſtoop down and ſubject to. 2h 1 dls Ales 11! God 


118 Somewhat touebing the Goſpel-Reft, or Sabbath. 
_ Gd it che fame that ever he was; and he ſtill appears in the way of his 
own wiſdom, and out of man's; and he that will partake of God's wiſdom 
muſt deny and keep out of his on. His touches, his drawings, his teach- 
ings, his bleſſings, his love, his peace, his joy, his ſweetneſs, Sc. are let 
forth upon, felt, and enjoyed by the ſoul, in che new creation, in the new 
ſenſe, in the denial and paſſing out of the ole. eld 


== —__ - Fo - it eas td. i-th. * 8 n OI I * . 


SOMEWHAT 
Touching the Goseti-Resm, or SABBATH. 


HAT is the goſpel-reſt ? What is the goſpel - ſabbath F Is it a ſha» 
| dow, as that of the law was? Or is it the ſubſtance of that which 
the law ſhadowed out ? M 

The law was given by Moſes. Moſes, by the command of God, gave 
forth the ſhadows of the heavenly things under the law ; But grace and truth 
came by Jeſus Chriſt. The true ſabbath, the true reſt, the law of the Spirit 
of life, in and to the true Jews, comes by him. The law of Moſes had the 
| ſhadow of the good things to come; which good things themſelves the 
goſpel contains, bringing life and immortality to light, and the ſoul into the 
enjoyment and poſſeſſion of the heavenly things themſelves. + 
The __ difputes the caſe about both theſe, Heb. iv. both about the 
ſeventh day of reſt, and about the land of reft ; ſhewing, that they were 
neither of them the ſubſtance ; they were but the reſts which were to paſs 
away. But beſides them, there was a reft remaining, a day of reſt remain- 
ing, a land of reft remaining ; whereof they both (both the outward fab- 
bath of reſt, and the land of reſt under the law) were 

Now, for whom did this reft remain? Why, it remained for the true 
Jews, for believers, for the ſpiritual circumciſion in the times of the goſpel. 
And we (ſaid he) who have believed, do enter into reſt. The faith gives en- 
trance, the Son's faith; the faith which ſtands in the power, the faith which 
is victory, and gives victory over fin and the world, removes the mountains 
and difficulties which ſtand in the way, and gives entrance into the goſpet 
reft. Faith, which is from and of the power of the endleſs life, puts ſin 
under, brings down felf, gathers man into a new principle, brings man 
forth in a new principle, cauſeth him to hve and act in a new principle, 
Sc. And as man comes thither, and that life riſeth and hath power in him, 
it cauſeth him to reſt from his own works, and to wait for and experience 
God, in and through Chriſt, to work all, and be all in him. 
The apoſtle Peter alſo -fpeaks of this reſt, and declares how it is attained, 
even by ſuffering in the fleſh, He that hath ſuffered (ſaith he) in the feſt 
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hath ceaſed om Au, 1 Peter iv. 1. It is thefleſhly part, the motions im ihr 


fleſh, from whence fin ariſeth. | Haus * 4 . LYNE TUe i Atlan 1 
Luft, eben it is tonceived, 5 fora fa. Now Chriſt hath prefared 


and appointed a erdſs, à ſpiritual to bring down the: fleſh, which 
cuuſech rest Mering in the — chat taketh it upon him. To 
deny all ungodlineſs, and every worldly luſt, motion, deſire, and deligli af 
the _ mind and nature, —— a fore —_ 8 — the earthly part; 
but yet this bringeth down the in all that take it up, and 
eth La ener fo ceaſe from in. e that hath — the — 
wholly, and felt the thorough work of it, and ſuffered in the fleſh the part- 
ing with and crucifying all that is of the fleſh, that which would cauſe him 
to ſin is ſlain in him, and he cenſeth from ſin. Then he is in the reſt; 
then he keeps the reſt fully; then he knows” the yoke and croſs, which 
was once burdenſome to him, to become eaſy and delightful; that being 
worn out in him to which it was painful“... 
Now he that is in meaſure delivered, that hath in meaſure ſuffered, 'find- 
eth fome reſt, and may in ſome meaſure keep the ſabbath ; yea, in the faith, 
the weakeſt babe (abiding there) cannot but keep the ſabbath, and offer up 
the ſacrifices, and perform the ſervices thereof to the Lord. For the wor- 
ſhip of the New-Teſtament relates not to outward. times or days; but is in 
the Spirit, in the truth, in the name, in the power, in theſubſtance; un the 
day, and in the times and ſeaſons which the Lord hath made, and makes, 
in the ſpirits of hi pee... ji eee n ee e 
And here that ſcripture is witneſſed to thoſe that are born of the Spirit, 
and live in the Spirit, and walk after the Spirit: in ſball not have dominion 
over yon; for ye are not under the law, but under grace. Who are not under 
the law, but under grace? Why they that are . by the grace, that 
hear the voice of God in the g-1ce, drawing and enabling them to follow; 
they whom the grace overſhadows from the power and dominion of fin; 
they are under it, they are ſheltered, ſaved, and preſerved by it. | 
Hlle that is born of God ſinneth not, but obeyeth the grace; but he that com- 
mitteth ſin, is the ſervant of ſin, and not yet made free by the grace and 
power of the Son from it. Yea, the Son gives that freedom in his day 
from ſin, and the power of Satan, as they that are out of the light of his 
day cannot ſo much as believe; but they that are gathered into, and walk 
in the light thereof, they witneſs the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
making them free from the law of fin and death. What! is the ſtronger 
than the ſtrong-man come, with his law and power of the endleſs life, and 
ſhall not he manifeſt his dominion in the heart over the law of ſin and 
death? Yea, as it is received, and let in, it works out, overcomes, bears 
down, over-runs the law of fin and death; and that promiſe is witneſſed, 
fulfilled, O death ! I wall be thy death. EP 2 
And if God, by the power and breath of his Holy Spirit, with the living 
powerful laws thereof, kill fin and death in the heart, what ſhall make them 
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—— — an desc indeed: and the kingdom and 
Chtiſt is: witneſſed innthat foul: bod on ech no en 
. 79 che: birth of life is wuneſſeda den ile mas i jo wiusded, il 
ing with a rod of iron, daſhing in pieces all 


| motions 
ruption, and all that would defile, fo that they cannot enter _— 


and guarding it in the pure peace, unſpeakable joy, and reſt of che Son 
continually. And 3 it is as truly witneſſed ms (as ever it was at 
1 hoped for by the Jews outwardly) that this horn of 
ſalvation, which God. — — up in the houſe — his ſervant David, 
breaks all the horns of the Sugar. and gives. reſt to the ſoul from them 
round about, that, without of them any more, it may ſerve him in 


| 7 teouſneſs before him all the da ys of its life. hy of 


There are ſome good deſires in many propley for which bleſſed. be the 


up and down from the truth, for want of that which is able to ſtay the 
mind upon the Lord, and to guide it in the right way. Some run to this 
mountain, and ſacrifice there; others to that hill, and offer there; but few 
know the true reſling- place, or the place of the true worſhip. Now. in 
theſe their errors they can witneſs no acceptance with the Lord. Oh that 


they knew the acceptable thing, the acceptable way of worſhip, and might 


appear before, and be found of the Lord therein! Then might they begin 
in that which is ſubſtantial (in the goſpe | Spirit, life, and power) ar come 
to eric and . down 4 in that uu 18. ſubſtantia and —— 
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As complain of Want of Power to become the lere, 


and ſerve him; and who are not yet ſo acquain 
with the Truth as to witneſs the Cleanſin g by it it, ant 
ceaſing from Sin. 


Query 1. A 8 not Chriſt made a king and prieſt * thes . 
an endleſs life? And doth he not communicate of the 

of that endleſs life to all that rightly believe i in him, receive the uche 

is in him, and obey his goſpel? 25 „ wal ads 

Query 2. Was it not = end of Chriſt's coming to deſtroy ſin in the heart 

and to ſet the ſoul free therefrom, that it might ſerve the Lord in the Uber- 

ty, life, and power of his Spirit? | Query 


wiſts, mb 1 as 


NG "WW anne ene ce; 


a Aron wand receive-him, dot. 

wer to become ſons to God? And to them that are ſons, dach not the 

— aber gire ths Span of 'the' Sow: And hath ens the Spirit 2. 
power over che cOntrury ſpirie? - nie „ ee 43 

1 Were nov'the Gelipettenoes. U We Jews under Ane 
liverances from their outward enemies? And are not Chriſt's deliverances as 
real from the \ihward enemies?” Whom the Son maketh free, are they not 
free indeed? Free from ſin, free from Satan, being under the ſhadow of 
the wing of the Almighty, which e enn ee 
guardeth the mind from the evil danger mereof? 

AQuery g. Is not Chriſt ſtronger than the ſtrong man, whom. he- cometh 

to diſpoſſeſs? Are not his weapons ſtronger than the weapons of the ene- 

my? Is. not he able to diſpoſſeſs him, to caſt him out, to ſpoil him of his 
goods and ſtrength? And when he hath gained the houſe, is not he able 
to cleanſe it, and garniſn, and keep'it' clean and | too mut his co- 

_ againſt all the enemy can do? 

Query 6. Doth not Chriſt dwell in the heart by faith ? And is not Chriſt's 
nature and Spirit pure, and will he dwell in any thing that is impure ? 
Is not the ſpiritual temple under the goſpel to be as pure inw . 
ever the outward temple under the law. was to be pure outwardly, 

_ of repreſentation ? Muſt not they be cleanſed from all filthine of fleſh 
8 who witneſs the Father chellingin in them, and walking in them? 
Query 7. Who offer up the incenſe pure offering in the times of 

ed ip, pel ? Can any ao it but the ſons of 1205 8 the Lord hath pu- 
rified ? Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Who can com- 

E of the Lord, or offer up an acceptable offering there, whoſe 

and hands are not waſhed in innocency ? - 

Query 8. Is: not the worſhip of the New:Teſtament to be in ſpirit and 
truth? Is not the Spirit pure, the truth pure? Can any unclean thing enter 
into it? Can. any be in it, can any worſnip i in it, but _ which be cleanſed, 
purified, and changed by it; 

Query 9. How did ho ſtle expreſs tlie- right manner of drawing nigh 
to God in the ſpiritual goſpel-worſhip? Was it not to be thus, with 
heart cleanſed from an evil conſcience, - and the body waſhed with clean 
water? And- is not the preſence, power, and r of God witneſſed 
by them that appear before him and worſhip him thus ? 4 

Query 10. not other lords dominion over the heart, ro ſubdue it 
to fin, and defile it, before Chriſt was known and received in his Spirit 
and power? But when Chriſt is known and received in his Spirit and 
— have the other lords power to do fo (till? Is not Chnilts law, the 

w of his Spirit of life, able to bring under, and make the ſoul free from: 
the law of ſin and death? Inſomuch as now it may be ſaid in truth, by the 

* _ he hath. ſet free, O — RR wow wo bees the = 
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2 . Ms but (on benen! bur ba will we geln men- 
7 name. Ren 

Auen 11 Was it not a brand of igvominy on dag who bad Sot the good 
words and high notions about Chriſt, but were not in the authority and 
power ef his Spirit, that they had eyes full of adultery, and could not ceaſe 
from ſin ? Can any ceaſe from ſin but he that receiveth the power? And 
he that receiveth the power of the new life, is it not natural to boot to 
ceaſe from fin, and unnatural to him to commit it? 

Query 12. Is not the Lord the teacher of his people under We new co- 
venant? Was it not promiſed of old concerning the goſpel- times, and is it 
not fulfilled in the goſpel- times, that all thy children ſball be taught- of the 
Lord? And what doth the Lord teach? Doth he not teach to ceaſe from 
doing evil, and to learn to do well? And ſhall his children never learn this 
leſſon of him? 

ery 13. Whoſe ſervants are they that obey unrighteouſneſs ? Are they 
cloathed with the ſtrength of God? Do they ſtand in the power of his 
might againſt the power of the enemy ? Are they overcomers of the wicked- 
one? Or are they not rather daily overcome by him? 

Query 14. What is the whole armour of God provided and appointed 
for ? x it nat to keep out the enemy wholly ? And is it able to do it, 
or no | 

Query 18. Will not Chriſt ſay to all men upon the earth, ha they _ 
what they will, hope in Chriſt, and caſt themſelves upon him for ſalvation 
ever ſo much, and ever fo often; yea, though they have received ſuch 
power from him as to preach in his name, and to caſt out devils in his 
name; yet if they have not fo received the power as to overcome fin in 
their own hearts, and to cauſe them to ceaſe from working 47 
though they call him Lord, and cry to him with confidence, Lord, Lor 
open to us, yet will he not fay to them, Depart from me, ye workers of gies 
 quity, I know ye not; ye are not of the birth of my power; ye are not thoſe 
which have done my will; ye were never by me redeemed gut of the evil- 
— have ſtill all your days (notwithſtanding your profeſſion, not- 
with ing your knowledge, notwithſtanding your _—_— me as your 
Lord, and preaching in my name) been workers, of iniquity. f 

very 16. He that receiveth the ſpiritual circumciſion and baptiſm of 
Chriſt, doth it not cauſe him to ceale from ſin? And doth. not the new 
life ſpring in him, which cauſeth him to live holily to God? He that 
hath the e g eye plucked out, the offending hand cut off, is not 
that taken away from him which. cauſed him to ſin? And he who is created 
a new creature in Chriſt, _ he not naturally do that which is holy and 
righteous? 1 John iii. 7, 8. 

Query 17. Doth not the true faith, the faith of the Son of God, give 
victory over ſin? Can any believer be conquered by the enemy, he ſtand- 
ing in the faith, abiding | in the covenant ? Doth not the power. ſtretched 
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againſt 
all the aſſaults of the enemies, ſo that the — of hell 3 Prepail 


againſt Tear name of the Lord Is felt a ſtrong 1 1 
them; 3 they encomp ass like bees, 3 name at | 
victory is. wi over 5 and againft all thar chey can do? And 


doth not the Lord teach and enable his to keep covenant? 

Query 18; Was not ſuch a thing witneſſed by Paul (and may not ſuch. a 
thing be witneſſed by the ' believing and obedient travellers now), I can do 
all things through Chriſi that ſtrengthens me. I know how to want, I know bow 
to abound z every-where, and 2 things, 1 am inſirufied, &c. I on _ 
with the whole armour of God, and taught to ſtand ſo 3 
the power of his life, that the enemy cannot come at me; but the power of 
the endleſs life ſo preſerveth me, as that the evil one cannot touch me, can» 
not enter me with any of his temptations in any condition? 


Weery 19: Was there not ſuch a condition once witneſſed, e Shit | 


be witneſſed again, of being more than conquerors through: the love and 
power of Chriſt? When the life doth ariſe in its power and ex- in 
the heart, doth it not ſoon ſcatter the enemies? Do t . not fly away, and 

are chaſed at the blaſt of God's Spirit? When the is filled with the 
love and with the power, is not the land cleanſed. of what annoyed it? 
And this, which is ſometimes felt by many of the travellers, may it not be 
an abiding ſtate? Are there not dwelling-places on Mount Sion (on the 


Mount of God's holineſs in the goſpel-time), and is not there ſecurity | 


from fin, Satan, the ſoul's enemies, and dangers? They ſhall not burt nor 
deftroy in all my holy mountain, ſaith the Lord; and will he. not fulfil it. to 
thoſe that wait __ him! in the way of his covenant? , | 


The CONCLUSI ON. 


which is as a Red or root of corruption in them, bringing forth in, 
them fruits of ſin and unrighteouſneſs unto death. 


And there is alſo a principle of the pure heavenly light, as a free gift 
from God, to diſcover the darkneſs, turn man's heart againſt 1 it, and lead 
him into the way and path of life. | 


Now as Satan rules in the principle of darkneſs, and there is the power 
of death therein; ſo God rules in the princi le of light, and there is the 


power of life and | redemption manifeſted by "therein. 


For this principle is of the Father, of 5 Son, of the * 1k ;. yea, the 
Father, Son, and Spiric are in this principle Won. here the ſoul meets with 
them, and is brought into union and fe with them, and feels the 
everlaſting arm revealed and ſtretehed forth 4 . its delivery from corrup- 
tion, and the captivity thereof, into * liberty of the Sons of God. 3 


TAE. is a 2 of darkneſs in the hearts and minds of men, 
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- And he that is hefe meets with the ſubſtance of things and char hich 
all the types of the law ſhadowed out; meets with the one 


cleanſing which is thereby, the imputation of riglite@aſheſs,' or an 


unto righteouſneſs ; = and with ſomewhat more, enen with che everlaſt. 


ing righteouſneſs i — 5 into the heart, and dwelling there; inſo - 
much as his nature is —— (truly changed) his ſpirit — — 
heart; ſoul, and conſcience — his converſation 

ä 7 yr jr 
removed, and the new. garments of righteouſneſa, life, and ſalvation put 
on in the ſtead thereof; fo that he is uncloathed of the evil ne na- 
ture and ſpirit, and cloathed with the Spirit of the Lord. 

. For. Chriſt 4s. really made unto him wiſdom; Tighteouſacſs, anification, 
and redemption. How. is that? Why he that once was à fool, is now made 
wiſe unto God, and the things of his kingdom, by the myſtery.of his Son's 
life and power, . revealed in him. He is a child of wiſdom, and he hath 
heard the wiſdom of his mother, and learned wiſdom of her. So putting 
on Chriſt,'who is the righteouſneſs, being ingrafted into him, being brought 
forth in him, he partakes of the ſweetneſs, and fatneſs of the olive-tree, 
and is renewed-into- the image of the true righteouſneſs and holineſs, and and 
drinks in the virtue and life 0 the; precious promiſes, wherein and whereby 
he is made partaker of the divine nature, and fo. cannot but witneſs re- 
demption from tio: earthly corrupt nature. 

Now it is not any ſtriving, believing, or obedience of man's own ſpirit, 
which can effe& this; he may will ſtrongly, he may run hard, and yet ne- 
ver obtain; he may ſo caſt himſelf upon the mercy of God, and hope con- 
cerning his mercy in Chriſt, as to miſs of it. 

But the principle of life which is from God, and faith in God fog 
that principle, without fail effects this, and no other faith doth. But out 
of this are the myſterious images and idols, and ſubtil workings: and de- 


| vices of the cunning-one, to take up the mind with ſomewhat which ap- 
| 280 as ſubſtantial and truly excellent, but is not ſo indeed. His birth 


th deſires after the kingdom (and makes no queſtion but it ſhall be his), 
wills, runs, ftrives, believes, hopes, prays, reads ſcriptures, obſerves. duties 
and ordinances; and in theſe they meet with a wrong knowledge, a wro 
1 ion, a: wrong joy, a wrong confidence and aſſurance, a wrong re 
ag peace in which there may be a great warmth, and Comin life T 
pleaſure, from the fire and ſparks of their own kindling and blowing 
which the mind that is blinded by him can hardly ſu ſu pect l it is 4 
true; yea, may be taken with it, and ſtrongly juſtify it in its own thoughts 


for the true, and ſet it above that that is indeed the true. This, this is 
the great myſtery of iniquity, which hath great ſubtilty of deceivableneſa 


in it, to pick up and ſteal away the good ſeed out of the heart, and to ſteal 

in a falſe image and likeneſs thereof, which may have a more glorious ap- 

* to man's eye than the true ſeed itſelf (for that is the leaſt Fw = 
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— Iaſi hew aBanþ}/burihailivnotothe ſlams: natures! bittue 1 
r v0 bowobertt wel oft Jo 25mp oft Hs 
Ah! the Lord :Godigf tender mere help all the poor fouls thacbreathe 
after him, chat they ma not be thus deceived. And thoſe" that are thus os 
deceived, and in the; of che enemy (and do not witneſs the faith- 
which: hath the.Soa's dominivri i in ix, and gives vi -_ — Satan, aud 
the world, and vrherein the blood of f. inkling, whi waſheth;' is 
felt, in the hght of life, wherein the — e of their re- 
deemer) z: the n alſo to that wherein all deceits- are made 
manifeſt, and where t which is of the Son, is made to ſhine in 
ſuch who were once in, the barren places, and in the thick darkneſs- but 
now are light in the Lord, and who have a dwelling. place with ths Lord mn 

bi kght, e is . Pure and wax ann}! nene ne 97 . 


A POSTSCRIPT, 


CONTAINING” 


Some further e concerning the Naw Cesar. 


Ne. HAT is the new covenant Ig it not an — "mM 
| tween God and the ſoul in Chriſt, according to the law of 
faith, as the old covenant was an agreement between God yu the people 
of the Jews, according to the law of works? 

Query 2, Who is the Mediator of this covenant? Is it mot the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ? Doth not he prepare the heart for the covenant, bring into 
the covenant, keep in the covenant, preſerve peace between God' and the 
ſoul, and keep the ſoul in the way of truth and peace? 

Query 3. Who is the Shepherd, King, and Prophet in this blume Is it 
any other than Chriſt the Mediator? ho not he — King and Prophet raiſed 
up to rule in righteouſneſs, and to inſtruct in the path of life? And is not 
his Spirit able to teach and inſtruct in all things, and able to govern and 
rule in righteouſneſs all that are ſubject to his breathings, quickenings, and 

holy movings, and inſtructions in their hearts, who writes his law chere g 
and guides and governs by the law which he write? 0 

Query 4. How came men into this covenant or holy agreement with God? 
ls it not by re 8 and faith? Is it not by turning from the darkneſs, 
which is not of him, to the light, which is of him? Is it not by turning 
from the ſpirit of Satan to his Spirit; from the ſtandard and power of the 
wicked- one, to the ſtandard and power of the Holy One? What is it that 
God lifts up againſt the darkneſs of the enemy, but the light of his Spitit, 
which diſcovers where a man hath been (and what he hath done) and _ | 


him to repent thereof; and forſake all His dead works, and turn to the life 
and power which iꝑſtructs and quickens him, in and by the Holy Spirit ? 
And this is true converſion; and thus a man feels the covenant of ſin, 
death, and hell broken, and enters into a new covenant, à pure covenant, 
a living covenant, a powerful covenant, and comes to feel thoſe things 
which the covenant contains, as his condition requires, and as his capacity 
is made able to receive. e e e 
Query 5. How do men come to abide in this covenant ? Is there any 


P a 
3 
"4 


_ abiding but according to the entrance? Is there any ſtaying in the cove- 


nant, but in and by the faith that lets in? Doth not unbelief and diſ- 
obedience keep out from it at firſt ? And doth not unbelief and diſobedience 
cut off from it afterwards? For there are fins againſt this covenant, as 
well as againſt the old; and the fins againſt this are more dangerous to the 
ſoul than the ſins againſt the old. Take heed (ſaid the apoſtle) Jef there be 
in any of you an heart of unbelief, to depart from the living God. And faith 
Moſes, ſpeaking of the prophet, vr angel of this covenant, Beware of him, 
and obey his voice; for be will not pardon your tranſgreſſions, for my name is in 
bim; and whoſcever hearkeneth not to this prophet, he ſhall be cut off. How 
can it be otherwiſe ? For he ſpeaks life, and he ſpeaks it in the covenant to 
the circumciſed ear, to the ſoul in the faith, in the obedience. Hear, and 
your ſouls ſhall live. So then he that hears not muſt needs abide in death; 
and he that departs from hearing him, muſt needs return to death. 

Query 6. Whether there be any purifying of the heart, or any juſtifica- 
tion, or keeping the veſſel clean, out of the obedience of the truth? If a 
man keep my ſayings (ſaith Chriſt) he ſhall never ſee death. If ye (ſaith the 
apoſtle) through the Spirit, mortify the deeds of the body, ye ball live. But if 
the deeds of the body be not mortified by the Spirit, if a man do not keep 
the ſayings of Chriſt, doth he, or can he live then ? Is not this then the 
main thing in religion, that a man receive the truth in the faith, and that 
he feel the power of the Spirit of life bringing him into, and keeping him 
in, the obedience thereof. For it is the truth that faves; the living truth, 
the living knowledge, the living faith; the law of the Spirit of life that 
makes free from the law of fin and death; and it makes free by its power- 
ful working in the mind, working out, and preſerving from, that which de- 
files, captivates, and deſtroys. For Chriſt comes with his power to ſave, 
with his power to break the bonds of darkneſs, and to ſet the captive 
free: with his power to diſlodge and diſpoſſeſs all the enemies, and ſanctify 
the veſſel to himſelf; and the effects of his power in and upon the heart 
are his ſalvation ; and he that falleth ſhort of the miniſtration of the 2 
of life to his ſoul, and of the effects thereof in his ſoul, is ſo far defective 
in point of ſalvation: for no man is ſaved farther than he is redeemed and 
delivered from that which Chriſt comes to ſave him from. ee 

Query 7. Whether the firſt thing of all to be witneſſed in religion is not 
the Spirit of Chriſt? Is not the Whole work to be done by him? —— 
. ow 


| n 
I be ſure they: n him? How can I — . | 
cerning Cnriſt, -or- the knowledge of any ſpiritual thing, unle 
he open it to me? And how can I be ſure of any thing that he giveth or 
openeth to me, further than I know him, and have the true ſenſe of him 
in his nature and operations? So chen, if the Spirit be my leader, guide, 
teacher, inſtructor in the way of life, in the ' covenant of lite, in the things 
of the kingdom, in the knowledge of ſcriptures, &c, it is of great con- 
cernment to me to receive that ear and heart from God, which knows 
and underſtands his voice; for, for want of this, are all the defects, miſ- 
takes, miſcarriages, and errors, in and about religion. But as men come 
to this, they come out of error into certainty, and know the one Chriſt, the 
one faith, the one baptiſm, the one body, the one church, and aſſembly of 

the firſt· born, the pure love, which is of and in the truth, the pure path 
of the kingdom, the way of holineſs, which the ranſomed and redeemed walk 
in; yea, the Lord is One, and his name One among all that are here, and 
the pure One language, which is of the Spirit, wiſdom, and teaching, 1s 
here received, and the One voice of the ſhepherd heard, Sc. But out of 
this are the janglings, ſtrifes, contentions, ee diſputes; ſubtil, wiſe, 
entangling reaſonings of the earthly, one with another, and all as one 
againſt the heavenly and ſpiritual. 
Query 8. Did not the meſſage which Chriſt ſent his apoſtles to preach, 
He that believeth and is baptized ſball be ſaved, contain the ſum of the cove- 
nant ? What doth God require of the ſoul, but believing in his Son (which 
includes repentance from the dead ſpirit and works), and receiving his bap- 
tiſm? To be baptized into him, into his death, into his life, into his na- 
ture, into his ſpirit; to take up his croſs, to bear his yoke, to be circum- 
ciſed in him and by him, that he may love the Lord his God with all 
his heart, that the power, virtue, and life of love may conſtrain him to 
live wholly in and to God. And then doth not the promiſe of ſalvation 
to him that believeth and is baptized into Chrift contain writing the law 
in the heart, putting the fear into the heart; putting the Spirit within to 
become the teacher, guide, ſtrength, and comforter, and whatſoever elſe 
is neceſſary to the ſoul in the way to the kingdom? | 

Query 9. How is God merciful to men's iniquities, and remembers their 
ſins no more? Is it not in the covenant, and according to the covenant ? 
Is there not a warfare to be accompliſhed before the ſoul come to witneſs 
the perfect blotting out of fin ? Is not Chriſt the Mediator, the judge to 
whom all judgment is committed ? And doth not he * his people for 
their tranſgreſſions again the law of his Spirit and life? And muſt not the 
foul, who will witneſs the days of refreſhment, and the perfect blotting out 
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of fin therein, wait upon 
and brou ke winder; and GEENA 


MA er Moſes's law lee. 


that ceaſe whic 


and in the true ſenſe, feel the Lord p 
him in them, and they can rejoice therein, 
after the Lord hath done his work in them, 
fruit of righteouſneſs in their hearts thereby. 


reward, 

pel who grieves * de iſes the 
Son, and gives ear to the ene —— Nay, nay; the ſame — at holds 
en- hearted, to the believing, to the obe- 


venant. Tes, jdgmen begins at the houſe' of God, and ceafeth not till 

judgment is to. The Lord ſhall judge his le; ſhall 
not Chriſt judge his own family? Tes, yes; yy that are of the family, 
with whatever is contrary to 
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Aſter the People whom the Lo xD > eſtabliſh 3, and 
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very 1. A RE there — the fine ooken 
Ras of in ere any people vo God daily, and delighting to know 
his ways, as a nation that did righteouſneſs, and. forſook not the ordinance 
of their God ?. They aſk of me, ſaid the Lord, the. ordinances of 2 
they take — in approaching to God. Are there not many 
and-ſarts of profeſſors at this — who in God's ſight fall ſhort o this — 
and yet in highly of themſelves ?: Yet theſe the prophet of the Lord was 
not to ſpare; but to lift — voice like a trumpet againſt them, becauſe 
of their tranſgreſſion and which. they. committed, FEI vin 
thus daily ſeeking the Lord. 

Query 2. What was the tranſgreſſion. and the fins which the ropher - was 
not to ſpare. them in, but lift up his voice like a trumpet againſt them for ? 
Was it not: (amon — things) for their wrong — their wrong afflict- 
ing their ſouls, their wrong ſeeking of God, out of the meek, tender, 
merciful ; ſpirit ? Doth God require * faſting. or. praying of any man? 
Or will the Lord accept ſuch faſting or praying at any man's — Ah.! 
how many faſt and pray at this ps who never rightly conſidered, nor truly 
war fr wy what. faſtings, and what the Prayers. are which. God re: 
quireth, and which alone he will. accept ! 

Query, 3. What is the faſt which God requireth, and will accept in all 
ages? Is not this it, To looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy bun- 
ol dens, to let the oppreſſed go. free, to break every yoke? &C. ver. 6, 7, Who 
N underſtand or learn this falt but he that is taught of God? 

1 ger y 4. Are there any whoſe light, breaks forth ; as the :marniag, 5 | 
whoſe health ſprings forth ſpeedily, and whoſe righteouſneſs goeth before 


them, and whom the Re 6 of the Lord gathereth up, or is a reward to 
Vor. II. S (aa. 
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they ho! are . it and do wa ws Bt it), Te 


not inherit this promi 3 4:1 Na EY! 
er e Are there any 3 ok ſons of _— whoſe light hath 


dect. 00 AT . ſoul de lass 


— fat their bones; and makes them like a watered bin dh and like 4 
ſpring of water, whoſe waters fail not? Surely if there be any, who are 
od taught of the Lord to obſerve that which leads hereto, they cannot 


of enjoying ese Precicus prbmiſes; for he is faithful and true who 


hath promiſed, ver. 10, 11. 


Query 6. Are there any at this hay, whom! God honoureth in building 
the old waſte places, in raiſing up the foundations of ny generations; 
in repairing'the breach; and reſtoring; the paths to dwell in? What are the 
paths that are to be dwelt in? Are they not the ſame which the ſoul ſs to 
walk in? Is not the juſt man's path and his dwelling-place all one, even the 
light of the living, which he is both do walk and: abide in? 8 1 Jobn i. 
7. and Prov. iv. 18. 

It is ſaid concerning Chriſt, He that ſaith be abideth in — ought tbimſeif 
olſo fo' to wall, even as be walked, 1 John ii. 6. How did Clviſt walk ? 
Did he not walk in the light of God's Spirit? In ſubjrction to — 
Was not the fulneſs giyen him Was not the 8 h 
And did not he act in the Father, and che Father in and through him? 
Now, doth not he give forth a meaſure of che ſame Spirit, of the ſame 
anointing; of the ſume power to become ſons, untd all his F and are not they 
to walk according to the meaſure of light and life they receive from him? 
And he that walſts according to this rule, can he err in ſo walking? Is not 
this the pure path; the living path, the ath for the ranſomed in dg Gef 
the goſpel, who walk not after the geh, but after the Spirit; not in the 
oldneſs of the letter, but in the newneſs of the Spirit? Oh ! that men could 
conſider this with the true underſtanding, and know the way of life in the 
true ſenſe and expetience thereof! That which enlightens and gives life td 
my ſoul, is ſomewhat from Chriſt, even a meaſure or Fr pp of his pure 
Spirit; it is no leſs: and the law of life written inwardly is more to the ſoul 
than words written outwardly, though all the words that —— come from 
Holy Spirit are very precious, and greatly uſeful, to thoſe to whom he vouch - 
abend to give the underſtanding of them. 55 

Query 7. What is the fabbath ſpoken of, ver. 13. ? 1s it the lau- Ab. 
ble, or the goſpel-ſabbath ? Is it inferior in nature to the faſt before · men- 


tioned? What is God's holy day, which is the foul's delight, the or of 
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faith in him who is life) reer 
ey and worded" Got aide Heb. iv. 3. and 10 0 
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Very 1. 8: ee filchsn Muse to be wied ne or 
in the general, wherein the womb that was barren ſhall 54 
and bear, and ſing for joy of heart and ſpirit before the Lord? See ver. 1. 
2. Is there ſueh a ſtate to be witneſſed, as of the Maker to be- 
come the huſband ? Ts not this a glorious ſtate indeed, and a name better 
than of. ſons and daughters, ſignifying nearer intimacy and union than 
other relation with the Holy One, the redeemer of Iſrael ? And do not fi 
as come to this ſtate (even to be married to the Lamb), partake- more 
abundantly of his redeeming and holy preſence? See ver. 6. 

Query 3. Are there ſome ſo viſited and redeemed by the Lord, 2s that 
they ſhall never be caſt off more, as that the floods of - wrath ſhall never 
overtake them more, nor the covenant of their peace be removed? Ak 
precious ſtate ! Bleſſed are they doubtleſs, who have been ſo viſited and re- 
deemed by God's mercy, as to be made partakers of it. 

Query 4. Who is this that hath been afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt; and 
not comforted ? Have there been any ſuch in · our days, 'who have been 
deeply afflicted, for want of the prefence of the Lord God of _— 
who have been toſſed up and down with tempeſt after tempeſt, / and c 
meet with no comforter'to 1 fouls And 
2 
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hack the Lord appeared to theſe, viſtted:cheſe, tuin upon theſe; cdmitireelt” 


thaſs?-'Surely: then, the pot whotri he hart raiſed out bf the duſt, and te 
dec whom he hath lifted off from the" dungnin, *odnnor but praiſthis 
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| rs Who is this, whoſe ſtones God lays with fair colours, and Her 
foundation with ſaphires? Whoſe windows God makes of ügates, and her 
gates of carbuncles, and all her borders of pleafant ſtones? Was, not che 
covenant of life ſo adorned in the apoſtles days? And is ſhe not ſo adotnett 


, a % 
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89 i 


now again ? © | ti | 9) 4 HET; enn * 
_ *Ouery 6. Whoſe children are they, who ſhall be all taught of the Lord, 
ang whoſe peace ſhall be great, who ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs, 
who ſhall be far from oppreſſion, ſo that they ſhall not fear; and from terror, 
ſo that it ſhall not come near them? Are there ſuch a generation of the 
heavenly birth, of the covenant of life, brought forth in this our day, who 
ſanctify the Lord of hoſts himſelf, and make him their fear and their dread, 
but are not terrified with the wicked one, nor with the ſnares and engines 
of the ungodly? Surely. they who are taught of God, have peace from him 
and in him, and are eſtabliſhed in the righteous ſpirit and life of his Son; 
they are He Mount Sion, which cannot be ſhaken or removed, by all the 
terrors and oppreſſing devices of the ungodly. | 
Query 7. By whom do they gather together, who gather together againſt 
ſuch a people? Certainly it is not by the Eord, nor by any advice or eoun- 
ſel from him; but by the advice of that ſpirit which oppoſeth himſelf againſt 
the power and work of the Lord: and that ſpirit muſt fall for the ſakes of 
che 1 whotn God hath raiſed up by his power, and undertaketh to defend. 
How tender was God of irak after the fleſh in the day of his delivering 
them ! See 1 Chron. xvi. 19, Sc. And will he not be as tender of his 
ſpiritual Iſrael, in the day of his redeeming and delivering them ? Indeed 
the oppoſition will be very great, but conſider who ſhall have the victory, 
ſee Rev. xvii. 14. Certainly it is true, and ſealed by the Spirit of the 
Lord, that patience, meekneſs, innocency, love, righteouſneſs, &c. ſhall 
at length overcome all unrighteouſneſs, enmity, oppreſſion, cruelty, wrath, 
&c. and that ſpirit from which they proceed; and as they are overcome, 
and when they are overcome, the Lamb's Spirit ſhall reign and ſhine in 
the glory of the Father. Oh! the ſweet ſenſe of this day, and further hope 
thereof; how doth it bear up the ſuffering lambs, in the midſt of all their 
trials and tribulations ! „ 
Query 8. Hath not God created the waſter to deſtroy.? and hath not he 
power over him? And doth not he limit him in the midſt of his deſtroying 
work ? But did God create him to deſtroy his heritage? Or will God, ſuffer 
him ſo to do? They may indeed deſtroy the buildings which are not of God; 
but God is the wiſe, great maſter- builder, who counted his coſt before he 
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children thereof, who are taught of God, and have peace fro cho 


gan, and een e ee ere ne e AI rhe mh; 


| | iſa up againſt it, nl 11512 * 

Arg 9. Cen ang weapon; formed againitahe. covenane Gf life, andthe! 
who are eſtabliſned by him in nghteouſneſi ; I ay, can any weapon for: 
againſt theſe, proſper? Every tongye: that rifeth up in judgment, ag unſt 
them, doth/ net the holy tongue condemn? Is not this the heriage the 
ſervants of the Lord, in this our day? And doth nt che Lord Hay (what-, 
ever men ſay to the contrary) that their righteouſneſs is of him? Indeed, 
whoever receiveth the true righteouſneſs, receiveth it from tho hand of che 
Lord, and knoweth it to be of him. | N 


$ 


£379 5d it} eng alog a hin 
And this teſtimony. we 12 from the Spirit of the Lord, who 
n 


taketh away our unrighteduſneſs and filthy garments, and giveth us righte- 
ouſneſs from and in his Son's righteouſneſs, even the very ſame wherewith. 
the Son himſelf was cloathed. For as the ſeed: is but one, and of one, 
Heb. ii. 11. ſo the righteouſneſs is but one neither. Be not haſty in ſpirit, 
but wait to underſtand in the light and Spirit of the Lord, Which ig .wil- 
dom's place of giving true underſtanding to her diſcip lee. 
It is true, there hath been great darkneſs, and the true church . hath 
been in the wilderneſs, and the remnant of her ſeed hunted and perſecuted 
up and down the earth by the falſe church, whick hath been cried up for 
he true. But, bleſſed be the Lord, the darkneſs is paſſing away, and the 
true light ſhining again; which light diſcovers and redeems out of all that 
is falſe, into that which is true; ſo that he that is truth, and no lye, is 
again known, and he ſpeaketh truth and no lye, and he anointeth with the 
true and holy oil of life and ſalvation, all that are truly living. And now 


the kingdom of darkneſs is going down, and the kingdom of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt raiſing up and exalting ; which is an inward kingdom, a ſpiri- 
tual kingdom, a kingdom of life, a kingdom of peace, a kingdom of 
righteouineſs, a kingdom of holy power and dominion over fin and death 
in the heart. And this will ſpread and increaſe, to the bleſſing of perſons, 
families, and nations (as they come to be ſenſible of, and ſubject to the hol 
light and power thereof), with the bleſſings of Abraham, wherewith all 
families and nations are to be bleſſed, as they come to be unleavened from 
the ſerpentine ſpirit and wiſdom, and leavened with the innocency and righ- 
teouſneſs of the Lamb's nature and Spirit. ; 
The mighty God carry on his work, by the ſame mighty arm of ſtrength 
wherewith he began it; and open the eyes of this nation, that they may 
ſee their proper hope and intereſt; for indeed the Lord hath great love to 
this nation, and bleſſing in ſtore for it (for the ſeed's ſake which he hath 
ſown and cauſed to ſpring up in it); though many trials and tribulations 
muſt firſt be paſſed through, and the Spirit of enmity and oppoſition 
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LETTER — me . — a dear friend of mine je (bearid date 
the Fifth of the Eleventh Month, 1671.), who had long been greatly 
diſtreſſed, and could not find relief in the way of her former profeſſion and 
coy fellowſhip ; for whom I greatly trayailed with the Lord, and to- 
hom my Nein was made very tender by him. I ftill felt the ſeal of 
God's love. and mercy towards her, even 1n her loweſt condition, deepeſt 
deſpair, and foreſt captivity, through her great and manifold. temptations ; 
my teſtimony to her at times, from the Lord, on this- behalf, was 

ſomeximes of uſe to her, to bear up her ſpirig, till the day of God's viſifing 
and tedeeming her, with the virtue and healing — of his Pre > ; 
which, bleſſed be his name, ſhe hath ſince had ſweet experience of, and 


true peace and joy in knowing the true head, holding in the faich, 
and being held by him. 


Now, this letter of an antient acquaintance of mine, which 1 bad a 


ſwered long ago, one that belonged to Sir Henry Vane (as ſhe ſignified in 
her letter to me) deſired ſhe ſhould ſee; which is ſaid to be an anſwer to a 
letter of mine. If my anſwer had gone along with it, I ſhould have took 
no further notice of it; but it going without my anſwer, leſt it ſhould. do 
hurt to thoſe to whom the Lord hath done or is doing good, I am enga- 


ged in ſpirit to reply fomewhat to it, and to give bes to others what — 
Lord giveth in to; me, upon this new. occaſion. greatly, truly, and 


purely I have loved the man, I will not boaſt (the 1 knoweth, with 
whoſe knowledge herein I am content): but, oh! that this his paper might 
not be laid to his charge at the great day } which (Lam afraid) it will, un- 
leſs he repent of it; for, indeed, it is not a fruit of life from God's Holy 
Spirit; but of the growth of Egypt and Babylon. 

It was ſent me in the, form of a Book, as if it had been ſent: abroad for 


P R RBHE ACE. cxxxvii 
the dark, and wound ſecretly: but no weapon, formed againſt the Iſrael of 
God- a. them i judgment ll Ga co other; e n "Th ni 5 

me Is is e 


that riſeth up me | 
day; 2 — s is the ghtec | be —_ upon 
them, wherewith he himſelf hath cloathed them, as — anointed eye now 


ſeeth, and all eyes ſhall one day ſee, and tongues confeſs, to the glory 
of God the 5 i ' ; 
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A Do E F EN DE p. wake 


E excepteth * words of mine to him in a former letter 
(of Jan 24. which I have not here by me), That when his eyes are 
| by the Lord, he ſhall then acknowledge that we oppoſe no 

truths of the Lord, but hold forth what we have received from him. | 
To which he thus replieth, 1s redemption by Chriſt's blood no truth of the 
Lord's? Which he chargeth one of us in particular, and many others in 

general, with denying. 

Anſw. We are gathered into that, and abide in that, in which no truth 
can be denied; a are in him that leadeth into all truth, and teacheth to 
deny no truth, that ever was held forth by the Spirit of the Lord. Some 
of us may not yet be grown up in underſtanding into the myſteries of the 
kingdom, which God hath revealed and made manifeſt to others; but yet 
we do not deny, but own one another in our ſeveral meaſures of knowledge 
and ſenſe of things, and in our ſeveral growths. And we own and acknow- 
ledge, in God's fight, the ſeveral diſpenſations he hath brought forth, both 
before the law, and under the law and prophets, and in the time of Chriſt's 
appearance in the fleſh; and after, when he ſent his Spirit, and all the time 
the church was in the wilderneſs, and now ſhe is coming forth again, in the 
brightneſs and glory of the Father, looking fair as the morning, clear as 
the ſun, terrible as an army with banners. Nor do we diſown any thing 
that is of God in the profeſſors of this age; but only that which we know, 
and are required by him to teſtify againſt, as being not of him. Oh | that 
they could weigh our words and teſtimony in a right Spirit! for they 
would not then - To offended at, and ſpeak fo againſt us, as now they do. 
And the Lord knoweth we would do any thing that lieth in us to remove the 
ſtumbling-blocks that lie before-them ; but it cannot be done to that. ſpi- 
rit in them, before which God Almighty hath laid the ſtumbling-block, 
that it might fumble, and fall, and ſnared, and broken, and taken. 
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Bat if chev could come into another Spirit, and feel unity with, and the 
birth of, another Spirit, the birth 2 
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in this precious diſpenſation of truth, where- 


2 \ 
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And as , "ols 1 how will 
eth) are ſo ta redemption 


By 


ſeparated from, and held forth in way of diftinQtion from the. in ard i is 
but the knowledge and confeſſion of Babylon, and not 2 


ge | | N ch 
knowl and confeſſion of Chriſt, in and by the Spirit of the Father, 
— 76 he knowledge and confeſſion of all the children of the true and 
heavenly mother, which is the mother of all that are born of the Spirit. 
He repeateth thoſe words of mine, That we de nat make any: nite. thing 
cur righteouſneſs ; but: Chriſt of God is made unto us righteouſneſs... . This, he 
faith, is well ſpoken, and wiſheth we may always abide in this confeſſion... 
_ Hnſw. Theſe words aroſe in me from an inward feeling of. him who 
givech righteouſneſs, and of the righteouſneſs given; and. the Lord pre- 
erving me in that life, I ſhall feel ſo for ever, and confeſs ſo for ever. And 
truly I can * no other righteouſneſs ; for, bleſſed be the name of 
my God, I feel the righteouſneſs of his Son revealed in me daily, from 
faith to faith. In his name I have been gathered, in his name I live, and 
in him I feel righteouſneſs; and indeed there is nothing but righteouſneſs, 
holineſs, truth, life, and ſalvation (and the like) in him. (IA 
And he that is truly in him, is righteous and. holy in him; there being 
in him a new creating of all that are there, and a renewing into the holy 
_ heavenly image, which conſiſts in the righteouſneſs and holineſs of 


He deſireth me to give a plain: anſwer to. this queſtion : a 
p . of Cad made ——_—— by faith in bis blood, or in bis 
 Anfw. A pretended faith in. Chriſt's blood, without faith in his Spirit, is 
but dead and notional. Except ye eat: my fleſp,. and drink. my blood: (faith 
Chriſt) ye have uo life in v I is the Spirit. that quickeneth: the fleſo: (faith 
he) profiteth nothing. Now the faith muſt be in that which quickeneth, and 
the faith in. that which quickeneth is holy and righteous, and. the man 
who is found in it is juſtified, irn in the quickening power, 
2 Mt 


— 


140 The holy ue üs uns 
tt the” fight of God: Thus Abraham Wäs juſtified 4 
and thus are the children of Abraham te belquſtifed, even throug | 
lieving in that holy power and Spirit whieht requiyeth ene, an Jufti- 
fleth the obedient, and condemneth the diſt nt for ever, Rom iv. 24. 
He ſaith, He frars a ſuate in this ęreen graſs,” when T Yo, From e 
virtne, and poder revealed in us, is our conformity io bim. 
Anſtv. It were better and ſafer for him to fear at home; or the ſalts is 
in his own graſs, and many notional,” high, ſoaring expreſſions,” without 
true knowledge. But can there be any conformity to Chriſt without his 
life, virtue, and power inwardly revealed? What elſe can gag . 
and bring forth in, the i image and likeneſs of Chriſt? 

"He faith, He feareth leſt I make this life and virtue our righteouſneſs which 
is indeed the Fruits of it. | 
_ © ſw. Who is this that darkeneth counſel by words without knowledhs, 

and runneth out from the truth into his own imaginations ? What was 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs ? ? Was it not the life, the virtue, the Spirit of the Fa- 
ther in him, he _ one with it, in the faith of it, and in the obedience 
to it? And is not the righteouſneſs of the head and the body the ſame, 
eommunicated from the head to the body? Are they not all of one, and 
the * righteouſneſs one and the fame in both? So much of Chriſt's Spirit, 
ſo much of his righteouſneſs; and out of his Spirit, out of his righteouſ- 
neſs for evermore. For the righteouſneſs of the Son is revealed, and com- 
municated from faith to faith, in his Spirit; and ſo Chriſt is indeed made 

righteouſneſs to them that 'are found in his Spirit; and they are covered 
= the garment of rightooniets and falvation, who. are covered with his 
J Pirit. * ' $3 4 

He faith, Our righteouſneſs is before this. {3 een 


' Anſw. Wat! Is our righteouſneſs before any of the life, virtoe; —4 


power of Chriſt revealed in us? Is God a reſpecter of perſons ? ? Doth he 
paſtify any out of the holy covenant before he hath made a change in him? 
How doth this man, with his vain- imaginations, turn the whole way and 
counfel of God upſide-down ? 
Ae” brings a ſcripture to prove this, T he ſpirit is life for righteoyue 
mee 
Anſew. That ſcripture (which is Rom. viii. 10.) ſpeaks of thoſe in whom 
Chriſt is and dwells; and there indeed 7he body is dead becauſe of fin, and the 
ſpirit is life becauſe of righteouſneſs. This is plainly ſpoken, -and plainly 
felt and known as it is ſpoken. Oh! that he had the true ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding of it as it is in Jeſus! _ 
Fe faith, Righteouſneſs is in order of nature before ſanttification. 
Anſw. That which is holy is righteous ; there is nothing righteous in the 
eyes of the pure God but thar which is holy. The head was really holy 


and righteous, and they that are in him partake of his holineſs and rightes 


ouſneſs, and are really holy and 3 in him; and faith, which 


. T ON ONO EE = LINE EINE 


He faith, Were we godly before or at that tine, it were no aft of 
pronounce us righteous. e 4 | * 
Anſw. He that witneſſeth ſalvatio 


Son. 


He 


142 The: de Tens ha Props 

. — further, But this: is ab b, the freeneſs, 

ace: 1 * 

— S of. God tnt Cirif do re- 
new, to redeem, to 0 —— holy and: righteous, to make people 
fack as the Father might be pleaſed wich ere anc:juſtify,; and as Chriſt 
maketh them ſo, the Father receiverk and acceprerly chem as ſuch. Bur God 
doth diſtin and call things as they are. Hie doth not call an | 
man an man, a juſtified man; but when he hath. him, hew. 
created him in Chriſt Jeſus, took him out of his old ſtock, and 5 
him into the new; then he accounteth and calleth him ſo; and not be- 
fore. It were better for men to wait upon God to underſtand what his 
Spirit meant in what he ſpake, r INS 
own upon his words. fa 

- He wreſts my words, charging and reproving me, as if 1 ſad, The love 
of God was a bare thing. 

.. Anſevy. Thoſe were not my words, 1 but my 
words were, That it is not by bare loving (or mere loving, or only loving) 
that God makes a man righteous; which is very true and manifeſt : for there 
is, beſides his love (in and through that love) the ſending of his Son, and 
= of his Son, drawing to and tranſplanting into his Son, to make 

righteous in him. For holineſs, though it may be diſtinguiſhed, 
— it cannot be divided from righteouſneſs; nor can a man poſſibly be 


* 


— 


 _ righteous in God's fight, unleſs he be alſo holy in ſome meaſure. His re- 


flecting words hereupon I paſs by, though very unjuſtly and unchriſti 
caſt = me — —— — given him by words) which I elne 
the Lord may make him ſenſible of, that he may be forgiven it. 

He blameth me for ſaying, We make no finite thing our righteouſneſs ; 
and yet he ſaith, We make the meaſure of the Spirit (which each member of Chrif 
receives) our righteouſneſs. 

Anſw. A meaſure hath the ſame nature with the folneſs. A meaſure of 
the Spirit and life, of the grace and truth which comes from Jeſus Chriſt, 
hath the ſame nature that the fulneſs hath. All the life, all the new crea- 
tion that comes from him, and dwells in him, is righteous, and found 
righteous where-ever it is found. Yet I do not remember that we have 
thus/expreſied it, that that meaſure is our righteouſneſs; but it is he who is 
the fulneſs, who is revealed in that meaſure ; and it is he who is our righte- 
ouſneſs, our wiſdom, our ſanctification, our redemption z but it is in the 


* meaſure of che heavenly gift that he is made thus of God to us, not 
out of it 

He ſaith, The Lord our righteouſneſs redeems ws, — — _ 
Spirit of bis Godhead; though that was in the work, /i — 
and carrying bim wp, in that great undertaking; but y the deat an —_ 
of bis manhood. 


wy 
we 


| It was the Spirit and life of 
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_ Anſw.. This is ſtrange doQrines.Its che | 
deemer, and the 0 Spirit of the l de 2k 
up of the man in the.work ef. redemption : wheres it. 
the Father ( 
body, appeared in chat bed 


which 
bur er the Spire, the righteoulncl.of ahe le, is fed n th. 
d cry up their own obedience (nor call it the 


he is, and all chat he hath done, 
his righteouſneſs from day to day, which f 
em. | pry us $8 


him take heed, when he comes to appear 


the dawning of this day, and the ariſing of che day-ſtar in their hearts. 
 Anſw. I believe he is to be revealed further, and in fuller Jo's WE 
is truly already revealed as the Saviour, ſhepherd,..and biſhop of the ſoul; 
and many are gathered home to their reſting- place in him, which, while 
they were ſcattered. up and daun upon the barren mqauntains (hefore the 
ſhepherd appeared and made himſelf manifeſt) they could not find. ** 


- — 
b © * 


He 
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| boaſtingly; but in a faithful way 
to, what we once wanted, but now have found, under the leadin —— 


Hie ſeems to ſtrike ar the ey which is of God, I 
a daſn, Becauſe minds eftranged: Cy rn. — " comviflions of God, 
eb peace in theit ways," and are under dehifions. ' Hal I DAP] 
"Anſw: We do not tell men I the peace and joy we have in our God 
of oon , and invitari 


true Shepherd: And the peace and joy which he gives, is an. ev. | 
aſſurance in the hearts of thoſe to whom it is given by him. And —. — 

have been greatly diſtreſſed for want of the Leut, and his powerful atm 
of ſalvation, having met with it, it riſeth up from life in them to teſtify 
and ſay to others, Lo / this isl our God, we 'bave- waited for bim, 4nd we 
bill de glad and rejoice in his ſalvation. And oh! that ye allo were 


of this dead, notional, comprehenfive knowledge concerning the Saviour! | 


That ye might meet with the Saviour himſelf, and receive that knowle 
From him which is life eternal. And this wien the true peace and 


wr” roy IEA? >» would. find no deluſion. 03-0043) 2144$3,07 
Hie ſpeaketh, O offering loſs, and ef phraſes and expruſſons: e Better (cad 
he) to-fuffer loſs in theſe,” than themſebves to be deftroyed.' il 0 4 


Anſw:\Ler him apply this home. Oh! that he yas dow thei phraſe 
and expreſſions, and imaginary knowledge, which he hath brought forth in 
this letter, ſtands in his way to hinder the true knowledge; and that he 


cannot poſſibly recelve the true knowledge without being emptied of theſe, 


and parting with them for the-excellency of the knowledge of the truth a 
it is in Jeſus; and without the true knowledge « of — men —— but 
periſh and be overtaken with deſtruction. * 

Then for being helpful to eftabliſh perſons in grace. L-CS} 

-  Anſw.\ Such Kind of doctrines as theſe do not tend We SS 

» They- mayeſtabhſh men in ſuch a notion of grace as he hath formed: ; but 
they neither tend to lead to, nor eſtabliſh in, the grace itſelf, but keep men 
from it. Nay, I can truly ſay it from him that is true, that he himſelf 
cannot receive the grace, the thing itſelf, till he part with theſe notions. 
And oh ! that he might know the ſtone cut out of the mountain without 
hands to daſh his image! that the Living One (who gives life) might be 
received by him, in that meaſure of grace and truth which he inwardly dif- 
penſes to all that travel out of the darkneſs of their own imaginations and 
conceĩvings upon the ſcriptures into his pure light. 

The main reaſon he giveth why he is not fatisfied with that which I ſent 


him, concerning the ſum and ſubſtance of the true religion, is; becauſe it 


fights with his notions, even a ſtating of our righteouſneſs with God, ac- 
cording to his imagination; which is abſolutely a meer dream, which he hath 
dreamt of in the night, and not feen in the light of the day. For the cry 


of the Spirit of the Lord is in the goſpel-day; Open ye the gates, that the 


righteous nation, which keepeth the truth, may enter in. This 1s the truth, as 


| God hath revealed by his own Spirit, in this our day; but to ſay this —— 8 


f Ah rd be 


Chriſt, he ſaith, is abe bravery um, and | 


pared to fit down with him. 
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al in lee without 7 — — i but a. meer 
dream; and men cannot bring forth fruit CTY — — 

ing in his eyes, 3 ůͤ ri 5 
briars, and that which is unclean and unholy removed. 2 ip 


manſion in whom Wigs erufE 


| bliſid, and in whom we: fit down in a fate of reſt and reconciliation; heavenly 
and divine, F 


avhich toe haue urungu, &. wi . 

Anſw. If he means this concerning the full fitting down in — it is 
directly contrary to ſcripture. For none ſit down in that full reſt, before 
and without conſideration of works of 'righteouſneſs wrought by them. 
For that great judgment is a time of —U 61 A according to 
his works. Reſt is the reward of the traveller, and travels ate hot 
deſpiſed, but conſidered in his reward. Mar; every one that | 
the talent, had a reward from his Lord. Aud come ye blaſſed of 'my- Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for — for I was an bungred, and ye gau me 
meat, &c. Matt. xxv. And the apoſtle is of the ſame mind with Chriſt, 


when he faith, I is @ righteous thing with God, to tribulation 10 
them that trouble you, and 10 you reſt, 8&c."2 Ti 


Pevompence 
beſ. i. 6, 7. So that perſons 


do not ſit down in eternal blefledneſs i in Cine or without. —_— : 


ration of any works —_—_— nn een STO 0 

And then for ſitting down in an — er: vighternſok, 
reſt, and peace in him here; it is a glorious ſtate to betravelled to. There 
muſt be a tranſlating out of the kingdom of darkneſs, into the kingdom 
of the dear Son firſt. The kingdom muſt firſt be come, and the ſoul pre- 
pared to enter into it, at the gate which the Spirit opens to him ia che way 


of the goſpel. For it is one ä — 


begin to become a diſeiple; ————ů ů ů ů—ðÜ 
man's own wiſdom and will, as to come to receive and be born of 
which is true and living of him; and to learn to wait aright for the 
of the gate, and entering into the kingdom and land of He, whe per 


For there is a ſtate of diſcip e 
tlement, ſo much as how to watch with\Chrift rightly and conſtantly; but it 
1s a great matter to be able to d wel and abide with him. None can do 
this, but be that can dwelt with: fire and tvorlaſting durninys c for 
the pure word of life is a fire, and he m Ei ae 


in him, muſt fit down in chat fire, -- Wb 


This he reckons the firm ſtable — whieh eech 16 no eme at All. 
There is not a ſtate. in Chriſt without being in Chriſt; and then the: ſtare is 
according to the ſoul's being in Chriſt: for then the work of regenevation, 
the. work of fanctification, the work of juſtifying, Ge. goetb en; and a 
man is with God, according as he is framed and new created in Chriſt, and 
not otherwiſe. So that the life and power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is found 

Vol. II. U judging 


and conde er is nt z and juſt * 
e in him. For the ſoul e 7 ey ind 5 0 
— and juſtifieth that which is new, all that: is wrought in Gad 
condemneth all that is (iy: ht out af him. And tp, re is the true "nfs 
and.knowledge of ſin, by the new and pure law of. the nem covenant; and 
the advocate known, a repentance given by him upon all occaſions, to 
thoſe that wait upon him, and the ſprinkling of the blood, and the remiſ- 
ſion upon repentance. This is the new 3 way of the Lord 


Cbxriſt, which he hath conſecrated for all his (made known in the demonſtra- 


tion of his Spirit) which will ſtand for ever; whereas mens apprehenſions 
about thoſe things, which they have gathered and comprehended of them- 
ſelyes out of the ſcriptures (in the ſuppoſed light of their natural reaſon 

and underſtanding) are but dreams, and will vaniſh even in heir or own 1d 
if ever the true light ariſe there. . 

Hie ſaith, This ſtate can never Fall, nor be finally fallen from. q 

| Anſw.. There is a way of coming to Chriſt, and there is a way of pre- 


ſervation in Chriſt. For there is a power that redeems ; and men are = 


ſerved by that power in ſubjection to it. And ſo every one, that thinketh be 


flandeth, #5 to fear, and to take heed left he fall; and not to boaſt and fay, 1 
am in a ſtate of juſtification, which is firm and cannot be moved; and it cannot 


fall, nor be finally fallen from. For ye are kept by the power of God, through 
faith unto ſalvation. Keep to the power which preſerves, bold that fat which 
thou haſt, let no man take thy crown, Keep the faith, make not ſhipwreck of 
it, and of a good conſcience. Oh! that men knew the right doctrine and 
way of coming to Chriſt ! which they cannot do, till they are taught of the 
Father, Jobn vi. 45. and the right doctrine and way of ſtanding and abide- 
ing in him. For truly mens profeſſed coming to Chriſt, believing and 
ſtanding at this day, is generally notional, outward, witho't ; but not in the 
inward life and power itſelf, without which no man can come to him, hor 
Rand nor abide in him. | 


He chargeth us, With ſetting up @ covenant of works ; always doing ond ne- 


ver done; a covenant to be performed by ug, for onrſetves , not by Chriſt for us. 
Anſw. I would he ſaw in the true light how unjuſt and untrue this 
cog is. For the Lord God of life —.—. that he himſelf hath ta 
e new covenant, and thereby taught us to wait upon himſelf in 
Son, to work all our works in us and for us; and this we daily experience, 
that we can work nothing, but as he works in us. Therefore our whole 
courſe is a waiting on him in ſtillneſs, to witneſs him appearing and do- 
ing all in us; and bleſſed be his name, we do not wait in vain. But if he 
think all works are excluded out of the new covenant, he greatly erreth; 
for the works of God's Spirit are required and have a place therein; and 
God and Chriſt (the King and Shepherd) is the judge of his people in the 
new covenant, and * or condemneth according to the a . 
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In the Keith and obedience he juſtiffeth; in the unbelief and diſobedjence 
he condemns,” without reſpect of perſons.” DOT iin 204 - ALE A bot) 10 2 
And it is a precious thing in the niidiſtetivn! 6) Cg to God che 
judge of all, and to witneſs true jut went ſet up by God in a mama o 
heart; that by the miniſttation of the pure judgment there, the ſoul” 
come to learn righteouſneſs, of the holy teacher and Shepherd, even 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is juſt and faithf under his Father, in che it 
tial miniſtration of the new covenant. 4 JUDY FLO! 
Hereupon ſeveral charges he brings e g «through. his own ities 


and miſap 1 of us. 


As, Firſt, bat our dotirine implies free will an power 11. bed Whos 

Anfw. We have never experienced free will nor power, as of ourſelves, 
but as we have been turned to God's power, arid teceived it from him: 
nor did we ever teſtify to others, that they could receive and embrace ttuth 
in their own will, and by their own power. Oh! that this perſom had true 
diſcerning of, and were ſevered from, that ſpirit wich thus chargeth us! 
For whoever receives this teſtimony" concerning che inward light of "6at 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall never find himſelf able to do any thing Rene By 
his own will and power; but there witneſſeth God's A mm, br him out e 
his own will, by the life and power of truth. Nn 

Secondly, He chargeth it, That it maketh the eleftion { "of Gol altogether 
fruſtraneous. 

"Anſw. Election of the ſeed; in the ſeed: it doth not at all make Höch 
neous ; but mens wron apprehenſions concerning election out of the feed, 
the true doctrine of e ection doth not conſiſt with. He bath choſen' ut in 
him. So that in him, to wit, in Cbriſt, the choice is; and he that will make 
his election ſure, muſt make the ſeed ſure to him; Fer in the maten 
thereof, wherein the election is to the truly obedien 25 

He faith, Our righteouſneſs with God is the foundation.” © OO! 

Anſe. But is there nor ſomewhat, which is the foundation of our x High 
ouſneſs with God? And can we be righteous with God, till we come to that 
foundation, and be made righteous by it? Muſt we not firſt believe in him? 
And is not faith a gift which comes from the holy root, and makerh a 
change in them in whom this gift is found? Doth not faith make a diffe- 
rence between them that believe, and them that believe not? So that, ſo ſoon 
as ever there is true faith, and it thus works, the tate is changed; and there 
is no juſtification before faith. For in the unbelief is the condemnarioit 
for ever. He that believeth not, is tondenmed already.” And what! is he juſti- 
fied there too, at the ſame time? Was Abraham, our father, juſtified in 
the unbelief and diſobedience? Or in believing” and obeying God? For 
what ſaith the ſcripture ? Abraham ns God, * it "was counted tu hits 10 
righteouſutſe. | FF 


That which I ſpoke of, "he" faith, 1 but th frei ad) \Japerfiruures 04+ n 
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u. When Chriſt directs men tog the ſeed of the kingdom, de 


The holy Truth" und Pole defended; 


148 


direct unto the fruit and ſuperſtructure ? I ſpoke there of the ſeed, of the 
ligbt, of the holy Spirit, of the quickening virtue; is that the ſuperſtructure? 
Or · is that the fruit af mens being made righteous? Nay; mult they net 
turn to that, receive that, believe in that, even in the light of God's Spirit 
(for they ate the true and right believers), before a man can come to be 


made righteous, or accounted righteous in the eyes of the Lord ? For 


none are righteous, but in him; and all are out of him, till they be gathered 
He inſtanceth in one paſſage of mine (in a book intituled, The Sum ur 


«Subſtance of our Religion, who are called Quaxtrxs,”), the words are 


theſe :\T4is is the ſum of all, even to know and experience what is tobe brought 


down into death, and. brpt in death; what to be brought up out of the grave, 10 
| line to God, and reign in bis dominion z and what ta be kept in ſabjection and 


obedience to lum, who is to reign. Now, to experience it thus done in the heart, 


' the fiaſhbroupbt down, the ſeed of life raiſed, and the ſoul ſubject to the pure 


heavenly power, whoſe right it is to reign in the heart, in and by the ſeed, this 
is a blefſed ftate indeed; for here the work is done, &c. Theſe were my 
Now mind; God is the teacher in the new covenant. Now he that hath 
learned this of him, hath he not learned the true religion? And is not this 
a full ſum and ſubſtance of religion? When the apoſtle ſaith, Pure religion, 
and undefiled before God, is to vifit the fatherleſs, &c. Alas ! might this 
e have ſaid againſt the bleſſed apoſtle, that is not the pure religion (not 
ſum or ſubſtance of pure and undefiled religion), that is but a fruit or 
ſuperſtructure! Ohl that men had true ſenſe and underſtanding! That they 
might. ſavour the words that come from God's Spirit, and the words that 
come from their own ſpirit z and might not be offended at that which 1s 
true, pure, and living of him. | 18 JF 
But having diſliked this ſum, he giveth one of his own, in theſe words 
following: I ſay, the ſum, and that which firſt and mainly imports us to know, 
as. the Lord bath taught me, is; That the old man is crucified with Chriſt, and 
braught down into bis grave, and that we are riſen together with him, by the 
faith of the operation of God; and from this faith to be working with Gad; 


| to motiify our members that are on the earth. . 


Anſe.-Doth not Chriſt ſend his apoſtles to preach the goſpel, and give 
them this meſſage, That God is light; and to turn their minds to the true 
light, that they might be enlightened by it? Doth it not import men firſt 


to know that, whereby they might be crucified, before they can know them- 
ſelves crucified thereby? So that Chriſt did judge this as the firſt thing ne- 
ceſſary to be known in the preaching of the goſpel; and bid men preach 
the light, and turn men to the light, and to the inward appearance and 
voice of God's word in their hearts. And what! are men riſen together 
with him, by the faith of the operation of God, while they are yet in _ 
8 87 
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fins, helen Gate b. And hop can any witneſs the fait of tlie ope - 
ration of God in this ſtate ? Now-it: had been better he had: forborme 
atirmings that the Lord taught him thus; on truly the Lord never taught 
any thus. This is not troch from God, nor will it 1 > Lint 
as his truth, when he comes to appear before him; and he 

took it to himſelf; and not have put che name of the Lord to it. — 
But againſt this his on doctrine, he raiſeth an neee theſe . 

Sball «ve: mortify that which is martified already? 141 

His anſwer is; The old man, which is crucified together with Chriſt, 8 40 
Pate of the feſb, and of enmity. This is paſt away, and-is this is thvineneery: of 
our righteouſneſs, and jubification properhy... 

That which remains to be mortiſied, are our members ou! ane — 
the fruits of, that evil ſtate; and in . theſe, is the concern ye 
ſanfification, The will of God is done in heaven, &c. 

Anſw. Paul ſpeaks of the law: of fin in bis member; and be allo. ſpeaks 
of the body. of death, and cries out againſt that; Ob ] wretched\ man that I am, 
faith he, «who hall deliver me from the body of this\death He felt ſome what 
that nouriſhed and gave ſtrength to the law of ſin in his members, and 
looked upon himſelf as wretched, till he could meet with deliverance there- 
from. Now ſome are of opinion that there is no being delivered from the 
body of ſin, while in this life. Doſt thou look upon it to be done in Chriſt, 
for us, without us; but never to be done by Chriſt in us? Let me tell 
thee, if ever thou come to witneſs the pure eternal light of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt revealed in thee; that will not find out ſome members on earth only, 
but the very body thereof; and ſhew thee the neceſſity of the putting off 
that body from thee, and that circumciſion hereby it is io be done, 
is the circumciſion of Chriſt. Mark the iſe of the new-covenant; L 

will circumciſe thine beart, and the heart ; rm; tb feed, to love the Lord thy God 

with all thine heart, that thou may Is not this the circumciſion of 
Chriſt ?. Doth not this cut off the beo of the ſins of the fleſh, in the par- 
ticular, where this is witneſſed? This is the truth, as it is in Jeſus, even to 
put off the old man with his deeds. It doth not ſay, The body is put of in 
Cori withow 45, and men muſt only put off the members or deeds; but, 
they muſt put off the body, and come to witneſs in themſelves the very nature, 
ſpirit, root, and principle from whence they proceed, eut down and de- 
royed in them. They muſt feel the axe laid to the root of the corrupt. tree, 
and it cut down in them (not think it enough to ſay, it is done in Chriſt for 
them); yea, they muſt alſo witneſs the Lord ariſing to ſhake terribly the earth, 
in which the tree grew; that ſo the place of dragons and ſerpents (where 
— — ä — — 4 
graſs may grow; new plants and flowers of the paradiſe 

And how is the will ef God done in heaven? Is. 1 heaven after 
this manner? Have mercy and righteouſneſs the preheminence, the nating. 
| of the van? (they are his own words) and faid 6 


230 ́We bah Tun! wha: u defended 
dawn from beaven after this manner (the body of ſin be ing put off in 
Chriſt there)? Are there not thoſe here on earth, h in heaven 


whoſe converſation is in heaven ; even the witneſſes to God's holy truth 


who are aſcended: up above the ſpirit of this world, and dwell in God's 
Spirit; and who walk in the light, as God is in the light. Hell is not fur 
from the wicked; nor is heaven far from them who are rene wed in the ſpirits 
of their minds, and who witneſs the paſſing away of the old things, and 
the new creation in Chriſt. Oh! that he could look back (in a true: ſenſe) 
and ſee. how he hath wreſted thoſe ſcriptures! Pal. lxxxv. g, 10, 11. La. 
iv. 2. and Epbe/. ii. 6. after his own imaginations: and, indeed, in this 
ſpirit, men cannot but turn the precious truth of God into a lie; that is; 
as to themſelves, as to their own knowledge of it. It is known how the 
branch of the Lord is beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth 
excellent and comely, and in what day it is ſo; which day is, I ben the 
Lord ſhall have waſhed away the filth of the daughter of Sion, and ſhall have 
purged the blood, &c. by. the ſpirit of judgment, and by the ſpirit | of burning, 
Iſa. iv. 4. Then every one that is left ſhall be called holy, and the branch of 
the Lord hall be glorious in the midſt of them, and the fruits of the earth ex. 
cellent and \comely for them. And then they that are thus purged, ſhall fit with 
Cbriſt in the heavenly places; there being an abundant entrance niet to 
them into the everlaſting kingdom, 2 Peter i. 11. 

Thirdly, He cbargetb it © with making the obedience and alu of Crip 
ſuperfluous, except only as a pattern. "nr 
__ Anſw. Chriſt came to do the Father's will; to obey, to ſuffer, to 4010 
death for every man; to fight with and overcome the Devil; to offer an 
holy, ſpotleſs facrifice for all mankind, that through him they might witnels 
atonement and acceptance. And the Lord ſaw the uſe of this, and we wit- 
neſs the uſe of this, and find every thing in its proper place and ſervice in 
him, who is God's covenant of life and peace in us, and to us. But the 
work of this day is not to preach up a notional knowledge of theſe things 
(the Chriſtian world, ſo called, hath been drowned and dead in them long 
enough), but to bring to that meaſure of the 8 pirit, to that ſenſe of gract 
and truth, which is come by Feſus Chriſt ; wherein — benefit of theſe things is 
truly reaped and enjoyed; and, indeed, that is the work committed unto us 
from the Lord, who gave us this teſtimony to bear, whatever men _ : 
think or ſpeak of us. dar 

And whereas he ſpeaks of our laying bold e paſſages, in bis printed ſermon, 
to favour our cauſe : 

Anſw. That is his miſtake as to me; it was for his fake F mancloact os 
There was indeed, at that time, ſomewhat ſtirring in him, which would 
have gathered him, had he known and obeyed its voice, and not run out 
into lofty notions concerning it. He had ſome ſenſe then of a glory ap- 
| rande; in he might have from * true een rere even ** 
| g 


ran out in his itnagin iet rightly apprehend} 
nor know'/how-and\when'itiappeared;! 5107) Jon 0167 92 7 T9 art 
le hath further charges againſt us; O crying up! works againſt the Works 
nan; man's grace and righiconfmeſs" axainſt God; conformity to Chriſt" ag ainſt 
Chriſt ; yea, to mate a Cbriſt of our rig bicouſutſa, 4 Saviour of our conformity © 
Anſtw. Oh! what will chis man do, when the Lord: ſhall ſhew unto m 
that he hath charged not ſo much us, as the Spirit and power, and precious' 
appearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with theſe things! We cry up works 
no otherwiſe than we are taught of God, and as the apoſtles and prophets 
have cried them up. Faith is neceſſary, and works are neceſſary in their 
places; and the juſtification of each follows them. And he that receiveth 
the Spirit of the Son, and therein doth righteouſneſs, is therein eſteemed of 
God righteous, as the Son is righteous, 1 John iii. 7. God juſtifieth us in 
his Son, and loveth his holy ſeed too therein, and the faith that comes from 
him, and alt the works that are wrought in him and out of this holy root 
of life and power is no man, nor his faith, nor his works juſtifidqq. 
Then for man's grace and righteouſneſs. Where doth he hear us _— 
of man's grace? Oh! what doth he mean! Will he miſrepreſent the cauſe of 
his neighbour or brother, to make it 'bad t And for man's righteouſneſs, - 
we do not cry it up or put it on, but teſtify men muſt be uncloathed of 
it; and we ourſelves were fain to part with it, and put it off, before we 
could be cloathed with God's righteouſneſs. But the works of life, the 
works of God's Spirit, the works of the new creature, the works of the 
new covenant; theſe are not man's works, nor unrighteous Works, con- 
demned by God; but juſtified in and through him that works them. The 
works wrought in us are truly acceptable, and we in him who works them, 
who is our: righteouſneſs. And concerning this people (theſe children of 
the new covenant) which the Lord hath begotten and brought forth in this 
our day, that ſeripture is fulfilled in them, and upon them: Their rigbte- 
ouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord, Iſai. liv. 17. Well! as long as the Lord 
ſaith ſo, we matter not though others ſay, that our righteouſneſs is of our- 
ſelves, and that it is our own righteouſneſs ; being aſſured that God's teſti- 
mony in our hearts (as to this thing) will ſtand. OTE: {4.7 bo 
He aggravateth this charge thus : And- this to be done by thoſe that have 
been ſo far enlightened, and that. account all the religion and profeſſion in the 
world below them as carnal. | W | 
Anſw. Indeed we magnify truth, life, the anointing, the ſpiritual che 
inward appearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to which we have been turned, 
and in it made ſpiritual; and all other knowledge, faith, profeſſion, reli- 
gion (which hath not its riſe here) we cannot but call carnal. For the en- 


| lighrening Spirit of the Lord hath given us this teſtimony to bear, againſt 
K all the dead notional profeſſors of this age, who build from the letter (or 
: rather their apprehenſions of the letter) out of the life; all which cry up 
It names of the foundation and corner-ſtone ; but refuſe, reje&, deny, and 


turn: 


1 De 2 


ttun from the — patirnee to try 
what he is, in this his pure, precious, — — and 
| pearance in the — — — his inward day, after the long thick dark. | 
neſs. of the foregoi And-woe.would be unto us, if we did mot 
thus teſtify ! For for this — we were born and brought into the war 
to teſtify to the preſent appearance of our God, and of his Chrift, in 
our day. Glory to him wo hath called and choſen — ”— 
_— in meaſure mee ee Ind own pare bfe)- . us nen 
T bis (aich he) is ho for few pines — — * 4400 1 
more. properly reſemble it than te — > $97 Fr wha enet Tfracl by 
"oy Eras were come forth ont of Ken. r aye. 
1 IS) 
_ Anfw. Do not talk of having a life. nearer, heaven. Oh 1 learn: the 
the holy way, the living way, wherein no dead, unclean thing can 
Learn to know God's Spirit in yourſelves from that which oppoſeth his 
Spirit. Ve have been long learning, after your old conceivings and 
prehenſions of the letter; oh! at length come to learn the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, which diſcovers ſin and death, and the body of it, and crucifies-and 
puts it off, and makes room in the heart for him that is true and pure. 
And then for Amaleck's ſmiting Iſrael, Oh! how greatly are ye miſtaken! 
Ye take yourſelves for Iſrael, and us for Amaleck ; whereas, if your eyes 
were anointed, ye would ſee that we have been begotten and born of God's 
Spirit, through. the Word of life, which was from the beginning, wherein 
we have been circumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands, that 
we might worſhip God in his own pure Spirit, and in his living truth; and 
that our God hath inwardly appeared to us, and led us out of. Egypt's 
land, and. out. of Babylon alſo, and all the lands whereinto we have been 
ſcattered in the cloudy and dark day: and that this is Amaleck's ſpirit in 
your ſeveral ſorts of profeſſors (through your dark imaginations and con- 
_ ceivings about the letter) which riſeth up — us; and this ſpirit in you 
feareth not that God who hath appeared, and by his own holy arm of 
power hath led, and is leading us. So that we may take up the complaint 
job the prophet in this day, Hbe hath believed our report? And to whom is the 
#be Lord revealed? For though we ſpeak what we have heard, ſeen, 
42 elt of the life which is eternal, and of the Werd which was in the bo- 
gimning ; yet ye are fo far from che witneſs of God in your own hearts 
that ye cannot receive our teſtimony, but oppoſe it with your dead, dry. 
notional, conceited, imaginary knowledge, which will ſtand een no. 
at all when ye come to appear before God. 
Then he proceedeth, complaining againſt us thus: 45. Ar infead of 
clapping as on the back, aud miniſtering ta us in our jaurney, yon cla aur 
mareb, and fall upan aur rear, Inead 6 of ſerving the bi dam of Chriſt, which 
the church is now in travail of, you 4 the fuſs Principles of the gajpet, - 
| who 
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1 
wholly diſem the bope of Chriſt's ſecond appeating-and kingdom ; knowing or ac- 
knowledging, as no other Saviour, ſo no other kingdom,” but a principle or a light 


Anſcv. God is light, and in bim is no darkneſs at all; and this is the meſ- 
And Chriſt, who is one with the Father, he is one and the fame light 
with him; and we confeſs we look not for another beſides him, nor for 


another kingdom beſides the kingdom which is revealed in him; for the 


kingdom which is revealed and manifeſted in and by him, is the ſpiritual, 
eternal, everlaſting kingdom, and there is not another. - We do'not fay the 
fullneſs, or that the full glory of the kingdom, is now revealed or enjoyed 
(nay, we confeſs we have but the earneſt, in compariſon, but a-meaſure, a 
proportion); but this is the ſame in nature and kind with the fullneſs itſelf. 
And all that is of Chriſt, of his Spirit, of his nature, is ſaving; the leaſt 
meaſure of his grace that appeareth in any heart bringeth ſalvation with itz 
the leaſt touch of his finger hath pure life and ſaving virtue in it; yet this 
is not diſtinct nor ſeparate from the fullneſs, and fo it is not another, though 
it be not the fullneſs. „ tin Bo tBG ee 
But whereas thou complaineſt of our not miniſtering to you in your jour- 
ney, but clogging it: Ohl that you knew what your journey is, and wWhi- 
ther ye are marching and travelling in that preſent ſpirit wherein ye 
act! We acknowledge it God's great love and mercy to us, to deliver 
us from that ſpirit, and from that way of knowledge, religion, and 
worſhip wherein ye ſtill abide. And what we have ſeen and known 
from the Lord, that are we required of him to teſtify to you; and if 
your eyes were opened (by the principle of light from him) in the holy 
anointing, ye would bow to the teſtimony; but judging of it in a contrary 
wiſdom and ſpirit, ye not only turn from it, but fight againſt it; and re- 
proach and ſlander us for our faithfulneſs to the Lord, and good- will to 
you ; which the Lord make you ſenſible of, and forgive you, that at length 
ye may know and receive him (who is the deſire of all nations) in his pure, 
living, inward, and ſpiritual appearance. 00 5 

And as for denying the firſt principles; that belongs to yourſelves; for 
do ye not deny that light which is the foundation of all, and wherein and 
whereby all the myſteries of God's kingdom are ſeen; and inſtead thereof, 
ſet up a notional comprehenſive knowledge of your own conceiving, com- 
prehending, and gathering from the letter; whereas no man can under- 
ſtand the letter but as he comes into and abides in the light? This we have 
experienced in ourſelves formerly; for we were but gueſſing at and imagin- 
ing concerning the letter, until we were turned to, and our minds gathered 
into, and comprehended in, the light of God's Spirit. | 


And as for diſowning the hope of Chriſt's kingdom, the Lord knoweth 


that is far from us; for we ouriclves bleſs him for what of his kingdom is al- 
VorL II. 3 Hap NR HE. X „ ready 


. WT rob and re eee 


But he we conf0lo;"uhother Spielt, another Chriſt, ae Nat 
— life, another power, another kingdom, beſides him we hath al. 
ready appeared, we do not expect: for de i our Ring and kingdom m both; 
and the leaſt proportion of his life and Spirit with the loſs 
of all, and ſo purchaſed" and poſſeſſed) is no leſs than à pearl of [great 
price; and an heavenly kingdom to him that enjoyeth it. 

He addeth further: F Chriſt be but a principle, then we art no orber; 1 
onh Principles ſhall be ſaved, and no perſont: B-this your goſpel? 

HAnſto. Chriſt is the promiſed ſeed, to which all the promiſes are, in which 
ſeed all the families of the earth are bleſſed; as'they are gathered unto; and 
grafted into, him. But he is not only the ſeed, but the ſtedſman alſo; 
Who ſoweth of his life, of his nature, of his Spirit, of his heavenly image, 
in the hearts of the children of men. He giveth a meaſure of the grace and 

truth unto them, the fullneſs whereof he hath received of his Father. Now 

2 meaſure of the light eternal is very precious, and is that wherein he 

and manifeſts himſelf. Yea, indeed, glorious things are both ſpo- 

ki and witneſſed of the ſeed of life, of the ſeed of the kingdom, of the 

grace ce and truth which comes by Jeſus Chriſt ; but we never ſaid that 'this 
or ' meaſure of life is the fullneſs itſelf, but that which the fullneſs 
imparts to us, and brings ſalvation home to our doors by. And if any 
man will receive Chriſt, he muſt receive that from Chriſt wherein he mant- 
feſts himſelf. There is a difference between the light which enlighteneth 
(the fullneſs of light, which giveth the meaſure of light, the meaſure of 
anointing to us) and the meaſure or proportion which. is given; the one is 

_ Chriſt himſelf, the other is his gift; yet his gift is of the ſame nature with 
himſelf, and Avene thoſe that receive it, and abide in it, into the ſame na- 
ture: ſo that not only the gift is one with him, but we alſo are one wich 
him in the gift. Come, be not thus wiſe after the fleſh, nor do not ſtrive ſo 
(in thy wiſdom and knowledge out of the truth) to triumph over the truth, 
and truth's teſtimony, in this the day of God's ge love, and glorious arm 
of ſalvation, revealed in the midſt of his which he hath —— 
out of Babylon, and the dark knowledge cock in into the light and kin 

of his own dear Son; where he giveth them eternal life, and of the 
of the * and heavenly land. 

He h: 1 firmly believe, and ſo have all the ſaints that have gem a 
fore, that Chrift is @ perfon, and bis Spirit is a living principle in the bearts 
of all the faithful; but it is not the Spirit or ne in us that did redeem 1 
but the man Chriſt Jeſus. 

Anſtw. If he mean by the man Chriſt Jefus, the ſecond Adam, the quicken- 
ing Spirit, the heavenly Man, the Lord from heaven, be who is One with tbe Fu · 
ther, the Word which was in the beginning, which created all things, I grant 
him to be the Redeemer; for it was he who laid down his glory, wherewith 

| he was glorified before the world Was, and made himſelf of no — — 
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ſcemed to word it before, and as theſe bis words ſeem. ta im 
ply), that I utterly deny, For ſo teſtifieth che ſcripture, I ap, ihe Lord. 
and beſides me there is no Saviour. Tam n juſt Cod, and a Saviour, &. 80 
that Chriſt is the Saviour, as he is one with God. It was God's arm and 
power (revealed in him) that effects ſalvation... Yea, if I may ſo ſpealæ, his 
obedience was of value, as it came from che Spirit. and it was the. offering 
it up through the eternal-Spirit that made it ſo acceptable to God; So that 
we muſt not attribute redemption originally to him as a man, but as he 
came from God; and bring the honour all back to the ſpring and foun- 
tain from whence he had all, that God may be all in all, and the very king- 
whence it eam. n dom eee en e ee eee 
And ſo he is not a foundation or the corner · ſtone diſtinct from God. He, 
as the foundation, was and 8 ages, che ſpiritual rock, both 
before and ſince he took upon bi prepared a N As 88 
Spirit, the life which was revealed in that man (by Which he did his, Fa- 
ther's will) which was and is the foundation whereupon all che diving ſtones 
are built. There is a foundation of death, and thar is the wick I 
there is a foundation of life, and that is the Holy Spirit, hy which Chriſt 
| himſelf was led and guided (in that his appearance in the fleſh), which 
; deſcended upon him, and he was anointed with, and all his are to be anointed 
\ 


to him (as he 


with, and live in, the fame Spirit. And he that knows Chriſt in this Spirit, 
he hath the true and abiding knowledge of him, and no otherwiſe. And 
though the names Meſſiah, Jeſus, Cbriſt, * ve TOY 
to him as in the fleſh, or as man, they moſt 2 and originally belong 
ö 3 — 
onty-vegotten, proceedi ther, the bregetnes of bis  gi0ry, & 
For he, as the eternal — che ſpiritual rock before he = 
i upon him that body which was prepared for him, which expreſiy was called 
n 
$ 


Savieur, Auointad, Sc. were given 


the body of Jeſus, and which he called this tempie; and diſtinctly, he being 
called Jeſus Cbriſi come in the flaſb, which every ſpirit that confeſſeth not, is not 
F God, but is that ſpirit of antichriſt, 1 John iv. 3. QA e art 
7 He ſpealeth of ſitting on the throne of David. .. 
is  Anſev. It is a great matter to know that thrane which David's throne ſig: 
k nified, and Chriſt ſitting thereon. His kingdom, his throne, are nat of 
2 
"n 


r 


this outward worldly nature, but inward and ſpiritual; and his throne is in 
kno Satan diſhonoured and caſt out, knoweth alſo Chriſt come in, and 
at ſitting on his throne, Oh! that men did give over their dreaming; about 
th the heavenly glory, and come thither in the:leadings of God's Spirit where 
a it is revealed, ae 5, n e, e e ener 
ok Tx. | ou 
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1 55 
00 ao he Fe 1 bpen fs t BeÞoldins, r 1 glaß, ibe — ri 
| t e all wwi Face In a glaſs, ibe the 
Lord, 555 ebangel into rhe Jae Imiige, Fron glory to | G „ by e 
the Lord, 2 Cor Hi. 18. e Tink cee os ee ee 
Ffe putteth up a prayer . us, That the Lord would awaken us, and rake 
us do our firſt works, and return lo our firſt love. „eee e by 
Anſto. Ah! poor man, how is hie blinded! Not diſterning how the 
Lord hath done this for us" and much more. But it is he himſelf that Rath 
loft his firſt love, and doth, not do his firſt works; but is found mort of 'thit 
. quickneſs, and ſavour that once was in him. Oh chat he 
ight ſee it, and return to him vhoſe quickening virtue reſtores and heals! 
A Je concludeth _ the words of the prophet Jeremiah, hape xiii. Ver. 
44, 16, 17. Hear Ace give ear; be not proud, for the Lord bath ſpoken. 
Give glory to the Lord your. Cot before he cauſe darkneſs,” and ber your fett 
ſtumble upon the dark mountains; and while ye look for light, be urn 1 into 'the 
ſhadow of death, and make it groſs darkneſs. ' But if ye will not bear it, m 
foul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride, and mine eyes ſpall. UE Jer, _ 
run down with tears, becauſe the Lord's flock is carried away captive. \' © 
Anſiv. How doth ,this man miſtake in his ſight and application of ſer 
tures, ſeeing and applying in a wrong ſpirit? It is true, the Lord hath ſpo- 
ken; but he himfelf, and many ſuch as he is, have not — _ And 
what i is the reaſon ? but becauſe they are exalted above the principle 
of life in their own hearts. And are not ſuch proud? Hath not — 'brobch 
forth theſe weapons, theſe falſe charges and reaſonings, 1 in this paper, againſt 
the heritage of God in the pride of his heart? As for us, the Lord God 
hath humbled us, and taught us, who have learned, and daily learn of 2 
in the humility, and in humility and fear do we give forth our teſtimo- 
ny, though alſo in the authority and majeſty of our maſter's name, hoſe 
name ſtands over and is exalted above every name, and his mountain and 
gathering is (in the pure authority and power of his Spirit) above all other 
mountains and gatherings whatſoever. And as for God's cauſing darkneſs, 
let him, and ſuch as he is, look for it; for God doth not, nor will, cauſe 
darkneſs to them whom he hath gathered into the light of his Spirit; but 
ſaith to them, Ariſe, ſhine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of ibe Lord is 
riſen upon thee, O city and dwelling-place of the living God. But thoſe that 
know not, or turn againſt his appearance, and cry up former 2 
of the ſame life and power, but reproach and blaſpheme the preſent, on 
them doth he cauſe the groſs darkneſs to fall and cover them. And this 
which he threateneth us with, is already fallen upon himſelf, when his feet 
are fallen upon the dark mountains; and whilſt he looks for light, he hath 
loſt that which once he had; and his very light (as he eſteems it) is become 
obſcurity and groſs darkneſs, as this dark paper of his (from the dark ſpirit 
and principle) makes manifeſt to all that ſnall read in it any meaſure of true 
ſenſe or * And truly my ſoul doth weep in ſecret for his — 
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Thoſe in —— — any — 

after him left) the Lord give 2 the ſenſe And joe — 

inward ſpiritual appearance of his, Son, and of Wat they have _ fin, 
and are doing, againſt its that they may not continue voi fight ag 

Lord, and kick againſt-chat which is able to wound and Prick, to 19 
hurt, and eternal ruin. For there: ĩs not ſalvgtion in àny other name qo | 
in that which is now;revcaledz blefied, arc all they thatitruſt there in, it being 
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E bezimdech it with de pflege that; _ of his Inf a as 
xr ing letter of his to me, wherein he faith, i becven, and 25 * 


1 ness Nan enn 191 I 

"Anfwo; » When God' viſiteth man, he Dh den in geh hell, Ja 
and 'darkneſs; and the man is dead, is dark, is of an helliſh' nature and 
yu in that ſtate: but when the Lord- hath: converted him, cut him off 
rom that root, leavened him with the Spirit and niture/ of his Son, is he 
hell ſtill? Ze were darkneſs (faith the apoſtle) but now ure ye tight in the Lord. 
And ſucb were ſome of yon; but ye are*waſhed; but ye are ny. cr 5 yo are 
h Juſtifiet i in'the name of the Lord Feſus, and. by the Spi pirit f our G * rl 

A man can be but hell before he is waſhed, fora his aich bs 
away by the Spirit of judgment and burning, before the old . 
purged out, and he ſanctified and made a new jump; but after the Lord 
hath thus changed him, and new-created him in Chriſt, is he ftill hell. | 

He faith: He doth not call tbe new creature bell; but there is an old may, 
an outward man, as well a5 the' new! man, and the inuard many fſh af 994 
as Spirit in the regenerate. AP 4H 

Anſw, What doth he mean Aſked man? T he: ſinful body, the 
body of fleſh, is within. The- outward body, that is not hell; that is the 
the temple of God, where the heart is ſanctified: and the pure Word of 
lie ſanctiflies throughout, even in ſoul in body, in Spirit, thoſe that are 
ſubject to'it. "Know — aan een Bodies ure the 5 n * Cod? 
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"He addeth: Aud nuleſs.your citammens be bond Poet he faurd thardarbis 
(that is, in his Kale atuelt ug good 3 e againſt the: ſpirit, 
tent agar unt da the: thin thut be ! dl. ont 


nag Paul did once experienoe ſuch 4 [thas: he felt himſelf carnal, 
old under fin; when he did not find bw 10 perform that wbich vas. guad; but 

did what: be hatad, the law of fin being Hrung (in his members) againſt the lai 
of life in bis mind; which: ſtate he calleth.a fate of capti vity to the:law of fin 
in bus members, and calleth it a wwre/ched: fate, Rom. vii. 23, 24. Nut did 
Paul } never experience another ſtate ? Did he never witneſs: the virtue and 
power of the new covenant, cue the: lau of the Spirit of life, and the power 
thereof, frein him frem the firength. ——— of tbe law of fin in b 
members? There were young men, n were ftromg, and 
had overcome the wicked-one. Did Paul newer attain to that; ſtate? 
He bid others be Hrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might, and ſhewed 
them how to reſiſt in it, ſo as to overcome. Did he never experience and 
wes it himſelf ? He ſaid, He bad fought à good fight, and was more than 
eror. What! was he then a captive to the law af ſin in his mem- 

A and did he then cry out,. V dehver me from the body of this death? 
He ſaid, He could do all things through Chriſt, that ſtrengthened bim. Was 
nat that a ſtate different. from. 7 wherein 9 auly to will, and 
ane do the poo be did. the evil be nut, but. bated? 
And bleſſed be the Lord, 4255 are many at this day who witneſs a farther 
ſtate of redemption and deliverance from ſin, and the law thereof in the 
members, than that ſtate of captivity was which Paul there expreſſeth his 


former groanings and complainings under. For he was. not in that ſtate | 


of captivity when he wrote — epiſtle, but knew the. dominion of grace 
over ſin, and bid that church be ſaliject to the grace, aud not give way do fi, 
2 2 their 2 ae to righteauſneſs — amy chap. —— For that 
other place, of / lyſting againſt the {pirit, ſpirit againſt the 

Gal. v. 17. he doth not there ſpeak of himſelf, but of the ans, who 
were in a weak, low, and (indeed) fallen ſtate, from the Spirit and E r of 
8 W eber having let in that which was contrary thereunto. And ſo he ſtrives 
r * into the Spirit again, and bids them five in the. Spirit, ani 
in the Spirit, and ſo they not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh :' for in the 
— covenant man is taught of. God the holy leſſon of. cealing from evil 


and doing good; and taught in the virtue and power of the covenant; 1 


that he learns daily, and grows daily out of deceit into truth, until he come 
to be à true Iſraelite, in whom there is no guile. And ſo in the ſ — — 
the bouſe of Saul grows weaker and weaker, — the hauſe of. 
Aronger, until Saul's kingdom be at length overturned, and — — 
** and the kingdom of David. 8 in en for Fon 
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4 I «| 
and erer eee tity 
the city of. righteouſneſs (the habitation u Abacus, 


and mountain © 
holineſs) is known, and Jeruſalem is witneſſed u gie Babitution, there 
r dhe Lord 5 
all conditions, and he keeps it in perfe 4 4 art 
bi : —— — prayer 
of God, which paſſech 
n Chriſt eſus. 4 
the apoſtle had learned himſelf (bes he —— others this) in every Pate to 
bs content — — _— &e. — 5 


— A— * es i, 3. When 
kenn — that abi | TITLES nor want 


br nay Chriſt led captivity any re babe P is e 0 
_ captivity captive in us. And truly when God leads our fouls; out of 

tivity, putting his fear within us, writing his living powerful law of 
i e in our hearts, and putting his Spirit into us, leading us in the way of 
holineſs, and cauſing us to walk therein, we find this a better ſtate than 
when we were groaning under deep eaptivi 

Further he ſaith, If your peace g fond in fung , e in your- 
ſelf I ſuppoſe it ſnould be) 22 more than fufper? it not to be the peace and 
Joy of Paul and all the ſaints, but a deluſſon. 

Auſw. Our peace and joy is in him who. is without fin; and it abounds 
in us, in his cleanſing and delivering us from fin; and we have found him re- 
move fin as far from us as the eaſt is from the weſt ; and as he retnoverh 


tranſgreſſion from us, and bringeth ſin and the power of Satan to an end 


in us, he giveth us of his peace and joy. And truly we do not only witneſs 
him deſtroying ſin and the works of bs devil, — the head 
of the ferpent, caſting him out, and piercing Leviathan, that webe jr 
and ſlaying the — that it in the ſea. And though ſuch as he may ſu pect 
our peace and joy; yet, while Chriſt gives it us, and maintains it in us, it 
is very ſweet and pleaſant to us; and the time may come, chat he may wiſh | 
from his heart that he might partake with us therein. 
He conchades the matter thus: "We ere without fin in bim, but in onrſebves- 


nothing but fn. 


Anſw. He ſpake of delußen jut before; x greater can this 1 do not 
know, - For Chriſt doth make a real change; if any man be in Chriſt, 
there is a new ereation, there is a real change. The man is not what he 
was before; but he puts off that which is old, and puts on that which is 


new; 


160 
new j and ſo is re eee 
not what he was before. The heart, when it is really renewed, and waſhed 
by the water, blood, and Spirit, is not che old, abominable, wicked, de- 
ceitful heart that it was before. If this be his and experience, 
let him keep it to himſelf: for my part, I deſire nat to partake with Sith 
therein; but to be like Chriſt, my Lord and maſter, even ſanctified th 
out in ſoul, body, and ſpirit, that I may become a __ wren ae. ene, 
of my ſoul have no part in me. 

He ſaith, Chriſt ſball appear without fin to ſalvation. © abe 2s 

Anſw, I grant it; but when, and how? Doth he not —— appear 
without ſin to ſalvation to thoſe who have waited for, haſtened, and come 
to the inward day? Doth not Chriſt appear without ſin to ſalvation in 
in the day of his own Spirit? Is not ſalvation then witneſſed for walls and 
bulwarks ? Is not the glorious ſalvation of the goſpel brought forth in the 
goſpel-day. d, And is there not in the life and dominion of grace a pure de- 
tence about all the glory? Is there any ſin in the grace and Spirit of the 
goſpel which appears and ſhines in the day of the Lord? And doth n 
grace bring ſalvation to them that wait for the revealing of it? * 

He ſeemeth to clear himſelf of watching for our haltings. 

Anſw. Had he not watched for our haltings, and received hinge into, 
and conſidered them in the prejudicied part, he could not have written 
ſuch a paper againſt truth and us, ſo far from true underſtanding and Judg: 
ment, as this 1s. 

But he ſaith, He hath watched for our repentings. 

Anſw. If we ſhould repent of having our eyes opened by the Lats, nd 
turning to his truth, and receiving his Holy Spirit, and of having the 
cious promiſes of the Scripture made good to us, and fultilled in us,. we 
might juſtly loſe our portion and inheritance of life for ever. We have re- 
pented from dead works; but we cannot repent of God's pure truth, and 
the living way, ſpirit, and power thereof. But this I can tell him, and 
that from the Lord, whole name I reverence and worſhip in, that the Lord 
watcheth for his repentings, and turnings from that ſpirit in him which 
darkeneth him concerning, and prejudiceth him againſt, the truth. i 

He beſeecbeth me in love, &c. and requireth me to clear myſelf of freamil, 
falling from grace, denying election of perſons, and imputed righteouſneſs. 
Anſw. What the Lord requireth of me, that I mult mind; and 1 . 
divers times expreſſed my heart nakedly in theſe things. 

The principle of life — the Lord hath raiſed in me, in that is the 
freedom to good, and in that am I made free by Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord. 
And I had rather witneſs him upholding me by his power, than contend 
about a notion of falling or not falling away. And my care hath been 
about making my calling and election ſure. in him, who is ſure to thoſe 
that are of him for ever. And I have witneſſed the el of 7 


e might come * nals and 
would they know the truth and har- 
mony of the tures — — by the letter without" the Spitft, 
can never diſeern or find out the myſtery of life; but only gather" ind 
their minds and retain a liteful knowledge, chat killeth. ee wo 
He bids me, Love the truth better than a par. 
Anfeo. The Lord Knoweth he hath taught me ſo aa hs for tad ie not 
been for the evidence and demonſtration of God's Spirit in his people, L 


could never have owned” them. (For oh! how low was the 


they held forth, in my eye, before the power of the Lord! reached to 5 


heart, raiſing up his own feed in me, wherein 1 knew them!) And che 


Lord alſo knoweth, that it is in him that I love, and diſcern, and honour 
them to this very day: yea, I ſee his name written on their forcheads,' and 


them brought forth in the glorious" image and heavenly ' life of 1 * — 
(though it be hid from the wiſe eye of the profeſſors of this 


the true light, with the true eye iich G d hath" opened i in- me) * 


| ſeen 1 It. > 4b. a7; * 


He ſpeaks of Clinging together, — 5 keeping up u party a aſt all 
Anſw. Nay, nay; this is the gathering of the Lord 12 E 
Spirit and power, after the long night by darkneſs; and we are . — by 


the ſame Spirit, and power, and life of truth, which gathered us. 


He faith, Ir is not à calling for a'work within, which will give you autho- 
rity to lay waſte Chriſt and the goſpel, in the moſt fundamental and conterning 
truths thereof, and thoſe above-mentioned, &c. And above all the rot, dem- 
ing the perſon of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and nut him but” 'a Abt, or notion, 
or principle in the heart of man. | 

Anſw. This is but his own i miſtake; not a true cru juſt chirgs enk us, 


as he will one day ſee. The Lord hath not taught us to lay waſte, nor do 


we lay waſte any truth of the goſ but own e thing in its place. 
And though our religion do 5 le in notions — win, but Ache 
principle of life itſelf, even in the grace and truth, Which is by Jeſus 
Chriſt (which is a wenfume of light from him the full light); yet we do not 
learn thereby to deny the full light, but the more to acknowledge it. And 
we own him to be the true and full light, and his outward a nce In that 
body, in the fullneſs of time, 'to'fulfil the Father's will therein; and his he 
pearance in Spirit and power in the hearts of his people in the day of 


| poipel; and his ſetting up his ſpiritual and glorious kingdom there, where 


e reigns as king on the throne of David over the fpiritual Iſrael of God. 
Come, conſider ſeriouſly: Do not ye yourſelves fall ſhort of not only the 
principle and power of life, but alſo of- he's true —— of” Show 1 be- 


cording to the letter?! n 


vol. II. Y on He 


x TI 3 
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i confeſſeth, There is pr e eee N 
Anſu. Ohl that he profefiors of this knew the ſeriptures' and the 
power of God, and had that knowledge which comes from, ate l. | 
| oth For then that evidence and demwonſtration'of truth would be wit- 
neſſed which puts an end tb the diſputes and reaſonings of the mind; and 
then the great care would be to live the life of that which God makes mani 
feſt and requires in the new cvenane. 
He ſpich, To pull down the pillars and princphs of the ehe, i the wot 
the devil employs bis power in. NS HY 
Am J. grant what he faith is true (and: wiſh he knew how ri thy to 
y it); but there 1 is a great error and miſtake in his judgment a it. 
805 the; Lord 1s pulling oo that which men have bite up (which _y 
mah. in their miſtaken. judgments, call principles arid fundamentals), | 
ig hu up that mich men have trampled. on, even the tabernacle of 
David, w 91 hath. long been. fallen down; and the city of the hvitg God, 
which bath long been trodden under foot of the falſe Chriſtians ; and the 
power of the devil is greatly at work to. oppoſe this appearance and mighty 
work of the Lord in this day. Let him take heed of blaſpheming 'the 
cn power, calling it the devil's, and owning the devil's power for 
He concludeth thus: Come to the point. What. fingular thing do you more 
than moding and wording it, ſave only that out of you have riſen men that: have 
mort audaciouſly lifted up a ſtandard againſt the ſealed and ee mar iruths 4 
tbe goſpel than ever I have heard or read of am * 
and dag of perfedtion I tell you, an humble ſenſe of a man's no e ny Y 5 
him out of e ee pany fe Ce nn is more than all ſuc ee 
per fections a thouſand times. Sir, accept my zeal for your ſoul. 


Anſw. We are a people (many of us) who have gone through — — 
treſs for want of the Lord our God, and e A | 
for his living and powerful appearance. And for my own this 1 o 


ſay, that had not this appearance been in power, and in the evidence — 
demonſtration of his Sprit to my ſoul (reaching to, and anſwering 
which was of him in me) I could never have owned it; ſo deepiys was 2 1 
jealous of it, and prejudiced againſt it. And ſince my mind hath been 
turned to the pure Word of life, even the Word which was in the beginning 
(I ſpeak as in the Lord's preſence), it hath had ſingular effects on my heart. 
The light hath fo ſearched me as I never was ſearched before, under all my 
former profeſſions; and the Lord hath given me a true and pure diſcern- 
ing of the things of his kingdom, in the light which is true and pure; 
and ſingular quickenings have I met with from his Spirit, and the faith 
which ſtands in his heavenly. power, and giveth victory and dominion in 
him ; bleſſed be his name. And the love which he hath given me is not 
notional, but ariſeth from his circumciſing my heart, and anſwereth his na- 
ture; 


I mi menzion the Fe ai es wa ot we | 
wal it, which, cannot be worn out which his Spirit teſtifieth 
in me to be of a ſingular nature; with many other things. Nor am 1 
alone, or the chiefeſt z but haus many equals yea, there are fach is far 
—_ me ih the heavenly and divine image of my Father. © And the fruits 

to the coot of life in us; and fo acknowIe by all who 
Jook upon us wich the true eye, wich the eye ef God's giv g d open 
WBR the fame that hach wrought chus inwardly in vs, e nach re. 
quired ſome outward behaviour and expreſſions from us, which ve e Solid 
and weak 8 man's wiſdom, but choſen of God: to gory 


2 which diſcerns it not, e 1 
things. chi be the leaft part of dar religion { met, | 
bee Fi ep"x whom we date r- 2 en * 
which is contrary to God, caſteth this u n us, as if this were all, Th at 
leaſt the main, wherein we differ from o Sone call the lieing words 
of truth from us (when God, according to his ood promike, &ivEth thes us) 
but canting; and thou calleſt all that is ſingular in us but and 
wording of it. Alas! it is in the main we differ from ou ; we holdi ang our 
religion as we receive it from God, in the kt and of his Spirit 


as you apprehend it from the lettet. Chriſt is out tock and foundation, 
as inwardly revealed; yours but as outwardly cbneeived of. We believe 
with the faith which is of the nature of him whom we bekeve in, which faith 


is mighty through God, and works through all the powers - of daffeneſs, 


giving g victory over them all in God's way and tithe; ye Believe With a 


th which eſteems victory, and a perfect and intite ſeats (wanti nothin ) 
as impoſſible while in this world, And as "out robt Agen fo wry Trig b 
up in us differs from yours: ſo that indeed all is Bagular that is 1 vs, and 
all alſo is ſingular that is brought ge by vs, as the itt ot the' * 
who knoweth the difference ef chings, witnefſeth. 

Have we ſo long walked in che — and Spirit of out Collin 


ſhewing the fingular virtues ef his Spirit daily in our farhfll tel 


ſufferings, patience, and conveffation'? Ard de je MIl ery, I Bt Fogel 


thing do ye? Juſt like the Jews, who, after al CH mighty works, and 
demonſtrations of his Father's virtue and power outwardly, afted for a fan. 
Oh! that your eyes and hearts were opened by the Spirit and power of 
n for then ye would ſoon ſee otherwiſe in this Teepe. than how 
ye do. wh 

And then as for that ex reſſion, Gee * „ ana oi 
the ſealed and experienced 3 F the goſpel, that is 25 Gver-conf 
expreſſion, through prejudice nl ke of judgthent at leut: "for 1 ca i 


rruly reſtify I have never learned, Anek he pure hezvenly light of che Ear 
Jeſus Chr. hath ſhined on my . 

ſealed to me, or experienced by me, in the days of my former profeſſion. 
for whatſoever was then of God hath bern reſtored to me, and that only 


which was of the fleſh pared off. And J have ground allo to believe, that 
it is ſo with others in this reſpect as it hath been with m. 
He ſpeaks, As if our difference or talk were about wr dß- . 


Nay, it is about things: for though we own the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


= 
4 


to be the foundation of life; yet after a different manner. Ye, as ye no- 
prehend concerning him; we, as we experience him to be the 


tionally 
precious ſtone and foundation of life in us. And we teſtify of juſtification 


But for boaſting of perfection, I wonder how he dares ſpeak thus | What! 


is there no fear of God before his eyes, or in his heart, that he dares charge 
us with that which is ſo utterly falſe? Where is any of us that did ever 
boaſt of perfection? But that God's power and covenant is able to make 
perfect, and that God's will is our perfect ſanctification in ſoul, body, 
and ſpirit; even that we be wholly leavened with the ſalt of the kingdom, 
and become a fit temple for him. This we humbly and reverently teſtify 
of, and preſs towards, in his holy name and fewer. 718] 
And as for that humble ſenſe, of a man's own nothingneſs, drawing bin 
out of himſelf, to live and glory in Chriſt alone, this we meet with, and witneſs 
in that light which this generation of profeſſors deſpiſeth. But others, tho 
they may talk of it, can never come truly to witneſs it, but in that light 
wherein God beſtoweth and preſerveth it. £0 SGH 114d 145 3 ah 
Well; the profeſſors of this age, who deſpiſe the light, ſhall one day find, 
that what they take themſelves to be, they are not, in God's ſight; nor are 
we, before him, what we are reproachfully repreſented by them ; but we 
are his workmanſhip in Chriſt Jeſus, created by him unto good works; and that 


It is natural to us to bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs and holineſs to 


our God, however men reproach us. 


As for his zeal for my foul, which be deſired me to accept, it is ſtrange 
zeal, and would tend to my utter deſtruction, had it power over me; but 
bleſſed be my God, who hath called me into the light of his Son, and I 
am ſatisfied that he will preſerve me therein, even in that holy Spirit of life. 
which he hath gathered me into, from all deceivable ſpirits of darkneſs. 
whatſoever, in that holy covenant wherein his ſtrength appears to me, and 


is revealed in me. And oh! that he might know what that ſpirit is wherein 


he hath thus appeared againſt the Lord (though under a pretence as if it 


were for him), and bring forth no more the fruits of it. 


For a cloſe, I ſhall add a few words on that ſcripture, Phil. iii. 3. Fur 


we are the circumciſion, which worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Cbriſt 


Jeſus, and bave no confidence in the fleſh. It is a precious thing to * 0 


deny any one truch that ever W 
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this ſcripture fulfilled in the heart; to experience that there, which inwardly: 
cCircumeiſeth, which cuttetli off the foreflein of the heart, which lieth over it 
and veileth, till it'be cut off by the inward appearance of the life and power of 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift inwardly revealed. Then when this is done, I can truly 
and ſenfibly ſay,” 7 an 4 Jets inward: How fo?" How can that be proved? 
Why I am inwardly 'circumcifed. I have felt that within which circum- 
ciſeth the heart, and have bone the inward pain and cutting thereof, and 
am circurnciſed by*it./* That which "ſtood" between me and the Lord is cut 
off, the veil is taken away, the ftiff-neckedneſs and an Ping to God re- 
moved, the wall of ſeparation is inwardly broken down, and now I am in true 
unity of Spirit and communion with my God, even with the F ather, and 
the Son, in that One Holy Spirit wherein they are one. 20 01 
Now I can bow before the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and y rſhip- 
him in his own Spirit, even in the new and freſh life thereof da by day, 21 
Now my rejoicing is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom the Father hath ſent, both gut- 
wardly in a body of fleſh to fulfil the holy will, and do what therein the Fa- 
ther had for him to do, and alfo inwardly in his Spirit and power unto my 
heart, to deſtroy the works of the devil there, and fo to work me out of 
the enmity and unreconciled ſtate, into the love and reconciliation. And I 
cannot but rejoice both in what he did in his body of fleſh for me, and in 
what he doth by his Spirit and power in me. And, bleſſed be the Lord, I 
feel him near, his Spirit near, his life near, his power near, his pure virtue 
near, his holy wiſdom near, his righteouſneſs near, his redemption; near; 
for be is my rock, and my ſtrengtb, and my ſalvation, day by day. And I have 
no confidence in the fleſh, in what I am, in what I can do after the fleſh; 
but my confidence is in him, who hath weakened me, who hath ſtripped 
me, who hath impoveriſhed me, who hath brought me to nothing in my- 
elf, that I might be all in him, and that I might find him all unto me. 
He is my peace, he is my life, he is my righteouſneſs, he is my holineſs, 
he is the image wherein I am' renewed; in him is my acceptance with the 
Father; he is my advocate, he is my hope and joy for ever. He hath de- 
ſtroyed that in me which was contrary to God. and keepeth it down for 
ever. He is my ſhepherd, his arm hath gathered me, and his arm encom- 
paſſeth me day by day. I reſt under the ſhadow of his wings, from whence 
the healing virtue of his ſaving health droppeth upon my ſpirit day by day. 
Oh! I cannot tell any man what he is unto me; but, bleſſed be the Lord, 
1 feel him near, his righteouſneſs near, his ſalvation daily reyealed before 
that eye which he hath. opened in me, in that true living ſenſe wherewith 
he hath quickened ms. ,, Ee 
And now, ye that have high notions and rich comprehenſive knowledge 
concerning theſe things, but not. the thing itſelf, the life itſelf, the Spirit 
Hel, the new and living cavenant, and Jaw of life itſelf, wherein alone 
Chriſt is livingly revealed. Ah! how poor, miſerable, blind, and naked 
are you, in the midſt of all your traditional knowledge and pretended ex- 
periences concerning theſe things ! | ET Es - 0. 


. 
— 


4 | bil ea ad 

wal „ be quiet a while, bitt reviling 
the work an EEE the Lord knoweth, and will make 
. who are not his. e 

e e 


by Ones learn to diſtinguiſh. 12 God his life, by his! anoin 

the everlaſting infallible rule, and not by his without life, 5 5 
great error and miſtake hath been in all ages and generations. The 
way EI hath long been (and {till ks 6 Gem of x 
power: be ſure ye be not thus deceived, for if ye miſs of the power which 
"on ye cannot but periſh for ever. And-what if the de of the 
Spirit and power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt inwardly, which is that which 
ſaves, be as ſtrange to your ſenſe, underſtanding, and j ent, as his 
outward appearance was unto the people of the Jews ? Take eed of their 
ſpirit, take heed of their judgment, who judged acco to the 

ance of things to them, which they imagined and conceived from the 
tures, but judged not the true and rightevus judgment, which only the 

Flares of the true wiſdom can. | 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HERE are four or Fre things very precious, which were cendaly 
witneſſed in the days of the apoſtles among the true F __ 
1 0 3 together, Heb. vi. 4, 5. 

ec truly enligbtened. 
The miniſters of the goſpel were ſent by Chriſt, to turn men From datk- 
neſs co light, and from che power of Satan to God, As xxvi. 18. 1 John. 
5. And they were faithful in their miniftry, and did turn men from the 
darkneſs and power of Satan to the- ſight of God's holy x ds and they 
were enlightened by it, and received power through it, and fo came to be 
children of the light, and to walk in the light, as God is in the. . 
Secondly, They taſted of the heavenly gift. 

What is the heavenly gift which Chriſt gives to thoſe who bote unto 
him, and become his ſheep ? He gives them life, eternal life, Jahn x. 2), 
28. He nies them our of dearh, and gives them a ſavour and taſte of 
the life which is eternal. This was it which the apoſtles teftified of, even cf 
the life which was manifeſted in that body of fleſh of our Lord yu 
Chriſt (1 Jobn i. 2.); and they that turn from the — to > his __ 
gives them a taſte of the ſame life. 

e They were made partakers 0 uw Ho \ 

oof pel is a day of bringing” 4 by Chet ſeed, and o x 
out _ 17 Spirit upon chem. The law as, is a ſtare of ſervants; the 
pel of ſons? (6 beeauſe true believers in Chriſt are ſons, God ſent 22 


that hath been raiſe up in mens 
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Spirit of bir Son into their hearts to cry, Aba Father. And Ge exnfi6t Ge. 

1 55 ing it to his ee 
Horz it is to the ſtate of a fon; and whoſoever truly receiveth 
Chriſt, Chriſt doth give bim power to become a Jon 3 which x wer is in, and 
with, and cannot be fer ſeparated from, his Spirit. Yea, the of Chriſt ry | 
fo neceſſary and inſe rable from him that is Chrift's, that the apoſtle en- 
preſly affirms, hat if any men bath not the Spirit of in be * none * * 
Rom. vii. 9. | 

F ub They tafted of the good Word of Cod. 

Of chat Word from which the gift comes; of that Ward Ach was in 
the beginning of the world, which is ingrafted into the hearts 2 thoſe chat 
truly believe; wbieb Ward is able to ſave the ſoul. as ; 

ifthly, They tafted of the 7 vers of the world to come, | ob 

Of the power of the end s life, whereof Chriſt is the en — 425 
cording to which he miniſters life, in that holy, true, living, inward, ſpi- 
ritual temple, which he pitcheth and reareth up for an habitation to God in 
his own Spirit. 

Now n apoſtaſy and night of darkneſs, which hath come over the 
Chriſtian ſtate, theſe things have been greatly loft, For thete have been 
none that have been found able to turn people to that light which the 


| apoſtle directed to. None could tell mien where the light is to ſhine, and 


where men were to expect it, and wait for it. None were able to direct 
men to the ſeed of the kingdom within, to the Word of faith, che Wyrd 
of the kingdom, nigh in the heart and mouth; much leſs were they able 
to inſtru men how they might know and diſtinguiſh i it from all other feeds, 
and the voice of the ſhepherd from all other voices. Here it came to paſs, 
that though at times God viſited and ened mens hearts, 1 
them by the breath which came from elf; yet they not knowin 
to turn to the Lord, and wait upon him for preſervation in the —— 
meaſure of his own grace, the good hath ſoon been ſtolen away from — 
and the building which hath been raiſed up in them hath not been a build- 
ing of life according to the 8 but a building of wiſdom or knowledge 
concerning the thin 17 of G * to the Hefh ; and io the building 
ath been Babylon, inſtead of Sion. 
But the Lord hath had a remnant — the apoſtaſy, who felt ſome 
begettings of life, and had in meaſure ſome ſenſe and taſte of the heavenly 
things. Theſe mourned after that ſtate which was once etfoyed, and felt 
their want of it, travelling from mountain to hill, ſeeking their reſting- 


Place, which none could rightly inform them of. Non for dae nm of. 


theſe, God hath at length a 
_ appeared ? may ſome | T 
y thus: de or tche hath appeared i inwardly, 233 1s | hight to 
thine inwardly, cauſing his life to ſpring i inwardly; ſo that he — is light, 
who is life, who is truth, is felt and known in his own inward viſits, break- 


ings 
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ppearagces. For God, ho js A, Spirit, his appgargnce.i 
ee e 
is fie is ſpiritual, his day-ſtar is ſpiritual; "and. His day dawneth, and his 


day- ſtar ariſeth in the heart. Thus the day-ſpring from on high did viſit us, 
obo ſat in darkneſs, and in the region of be ſhadow of death. And here we 
have met with what the apoſtles met with, hy very ſame light as the 
very ſame enlighteniag Spirit and power, and have been enlightened! by it, 
and taſted | 25 kame gt. r . CA * wy * 
The very ſame grace that appeared to them, and taught them, hath 
appeared to us, and taught us; and of it we have learned the ſame leſſons, 
in the ſame covenant of life wherein they learned; and now can we ſeal to 
their teſtimony in the ſame. Spirit wherein they gave it forth, and witneſs to 
the ſame eternal life, and the ſame holy oil and anointing, our eyes having 
been opened and kept open by it. And though there be great diſputes 
about our teſtimony in this our day (and the preſent profeſſors riſe up againſt 
us, as the e profelſore did againſt them); yet let but any man come 
rightly to diſtinguiſh in himſelf between that which God begets in the 
heart, and all other births, and let that ſpeak and judge in them, that wil 
ſoon confeſs that our teſtimony is of God, and given forth in the authotity 
and by the commiſſion of his own Spirit. True wiſdom is juſtified by the 
children that are born of her; it is the other birth that doth not, nor can 
own her. The other birth can own former diſpenſations (according to the 
letter of them); but not the life and power of the preſent. #5 
T have known the breaking down of much in me by the powerful hand 
of the Lord, and a parting with much (though not too much) for Chriſt's 
ſake. The Lord hath brought the day of diſtreſs and inward judgment 
over my heart; he hath ariſen to ſhake terribly the earthly part in me (yea, 
what if I ſhould ſay that the powers of heaven have been ſhaken alſo), that 
he might make me capable to receive and bring me into that kingdom which 
cannot be ſhaken. And now that which God hath ſhaken, and removed in 
me, I ſee others build upon, and they think it ſhall never be ſhaken in 
them; but ſuch know not the day of the Lord, nor the terrible ſearching 
of his pure light, nor the operation of his power, which will not ſpare in 
one, what he hath reproved, condemned, ſhaken, and overturned in an- 
other. He that knows the living ſtone within, and comes to him as to a 
living ſtone, and is built upon the revelation of his Spirit, life, and power 
(revealed inwardly againſt the power of darkneſs) is not deceived.. All 
that otherwiſe build (I mean upon an outward knowledge concerning Chriſt, 
and not upon his inward life) their building will not be able to ſtand in t! 
day of the Lord. I wiſh they might have a ſenſe of it in time, that they 
might not periſh for ever; but experience that life and power of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which redeemeth and preſexyeth out of the periſhing ſtate for 
ever and ever. Amen. F W 59 l . 
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opel, the winiſters of the new cove. 
iber by Ged to be miniſters of ght, 
miniſters of righteouſneſs, miniſters of the Spirit, Matt. v. 14. 2 Cor. xi. 16. 
chan nil c nd this was their work and ſervice; even to preach the light, 
to deliven their meſſage concerning the light, which they heard of Chriſt, 
and were ſent by him to preach, as is recorded 1 oh i. 5. So that they 
were to tell mem What the light was, and where it was to be found; and to 
turn men from darltneſs to light, from ſin and unrighteouſneſs to purity 
and righteouſneſs, from the ſpirit and power of Satan to the Spirit and 
power of the living God (Dan. ai. 3. As xxvi. 18.) that fo they might 
come from under Satan's authority, power, and kingdom of darkneſs, into 
the light, wherein Chriſt reigns as king, prieſt, and prophet, unte and over 
all his; who is faithful in all his houſe, and Son and Lord of all, diſtri- 
buting life, righteouſneſs, mercy, and peace to his whole family, as they 
abide in him, and walk in ſubjection to his Spirit. So that there is no 
condemnation to them that are gathered unto Chriſt, ingrafted into him, 
and who abide in him (walking not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit), 
who is the quickener, . rule of all the children of the new co- 
venant. For Chriſt is the way, the truth, and the life, in and to them all 
and is made by God all in all unto. them. He is their ſhepherd, their KING 
their captain, their vine, their olive-tree, their leader, their door, their pat 
their rule, their righteouſneſs, their holineſs, their wiſdom, their redemption, 


their altar, their facrifice, their prieſt, their prophet, their ſabbath, their 


ight, their day-ſpring, their bright and.morning-ſtar, their ſun, their Hield, 

What ſhall I ſay ? God hath gathered together all things into One, even 
in him, whoſe Spirit, life, and light eternal is the One ſubſtance, which 
| anſwers all the figures and ſhadows of the law, and they are all compre- 


hended, and fulfilled, and end in him. So that he is the end of the 2 


* 
2 


1 1 "OTH 


2 7 3 K. 5 RT ß 


. or rightequſneſs;' e to ul eee nen :Rind then 
he miniſters; truth, he migifterr-lifey>Heomihiſters | 


ching will he 


power, he miniſters pute en wiſdom 3>madt ho 

with-hald from — kim i the — — 'of luis Father, 
and follow dum whitherſoeyer he leads, and obey his: Sabel which is ers- 
laſtingly . and — WH 

Nou, t 


ininiſtry/hiack ben deen, and. hid ED 
and generations, in the lang nig ef che great a 
nefs. And hot could it be otherwiſe? Hor men mn in the Yak; and 
having erred from the true Spirit, and der ina and built x 
wrong churches; and having not known'the' true wildernafs (nordeirig 
ing to flee into it) whither the erue chureh fled; and wits 5 
with the true food, even wick the ctue living! virtue and nouriſhment, all 
this dark night of the apoſtaſyy I ſay, how would” they come at the true 
light, the true Spirit, the true power (from which” the true r 
which did not viſibl 2 2 Ppeat, but was with the true churd in the 
derneſs ? So that been a true chuck all this while,” which the 
gates of hell have — — able to prevail uguinſt, as to her'inward [temple 
and altar (nor over the worſhippers which>have worſhipped therein), l- 
though they have gained the outward coute f God having ſevered it from 
his inward - building.” and given it to che Gentiles in Tin he who are not 
true Jews, who are not worſhippers in ths Spirit, _ eee Rev. 
xxi. N 5 i Gy 15% 3 198 | 7 
But now, at asl bleſſed be the Lord; the long'vig ir ef darken 
draws towards an end; yea, is come to an end in many Ipirits and the 
true light is broken forth again (and ſhineth/ again inwardly im many), and 
the true miniſtry is revived again, and che eberlaſting goſpel (the everlaſting 
covenant of li , merey, and ſalvation, in and through Chriſt Jeſus, the 
light and life of men) preached again. For now it is not only outwardly 
read, that God is light ; but the mefſage hath been received, und 
choſen, and ſent forth hy God to publiſn it; and to turn mer fror darknef 
to light, and from Satan's power to God: And, bleſſed be the Lord, the 
publiſhing of this precious teſtimony (in the' power and authoriey of the 
Moſt High) hath not been in vain. But che ea ptivity — — hath been 
broken by the power of light, andthe power ad ſtren of dakneg a | 
wardly) overturned- by it. Ok! bew Wack d ſtrong m 6c kept the 
houſe, before the ſtronger than de appeared in the K aa authority bf 
his Father; I fay, how hath he trembled at che inward and Fpirituat 27 
ance of him that was ſtronger than he? And how have the piflars of the 
old building been ſhaken ? How hath the wWitnefs of GA Der reached te 
in mens ſpirits? How have the dead been raiſed, the blind eye opened, 
the deaf ear unſtopped, the dumb tongue looſed, the lame 3 to leap 


as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb to ling, the inward ſpiritual 5 
proſy cleanſed, and done away for ever, the wounded healed, the broken- 
| Z 2 hearted 


lelxxii P R EFA CE. 2 « 
hearted bound 9 not the Lord done inwardly and ſpi 

195 8 0 who have been ſenßihle ef bis appe: A 
125 e we hog . i | 1 | 
both ? For his life, his nature, hs Spirit i is All, * All. Ah! pars 40 
ve deſire to have, but Chtiſt the ſeed; and this ſeed ſown-in- our hearts and 
abiding in us, and his life, righteouſneſs and glory, his holy power, do- 
3 99 9k kin , '{pringing<up in it? And: ag, in the apoſtles 

re was. the ſeal to their teſtimony in peoples hearts, where their minii 

was ordered by the : Lord, and was received; even ſo it is now. Oh Il how 
doth the witneſs anſwer in mens hearts and copſciences ! And they that 
keep to the witneſs, and its teſtimony, not hearkening after words to the 
— of the fleſn; how do they became, living epiſtles, to be ſeen and 

ad of all men, as 'the Lord Pee to open that cyeiin any which can 
. 1 j 1850048 th & +4 

Now, to be often reſtifying of this light (which the Lord hach viſited us 
with, and wherein we experience the knowledge of his Son, and red 
by him), to us it is not grievous; and it is good and. ſafe for others, 
Therefore, it ariſing in my heart, in the ſpringings of life, and lying yan 
me (as in the ſight of the Lord) to give forth this further ſnort 2 
for the ſakes of ſuch as have any de eh to know and experience- 
as it is in Jeſus; I am given up in ſpirit to ſerve my God therein; 2 
give it forth in humility, in fear, in tendernefs of ſpirit, in true love, With 
. to my God, that he would pleaſe to open the hearts of thoſe 
that ſhall be inclined to read it, that they may feel ſomewhat of that in 
themſelves, from which the teſtimony came; and ſo there- from may hear, 
in true ſenſe and underſtanding, the true and good report of the ſound of 
life and ſalvation in this our age, and may learn ſo to tern inwardly from 
the darkneſs to the light, from the power of Satan to God's Spirit and ap- 
pearance inwardly, that the arm of the Lord may oe: revealed in them, 
and powerfully. ſtretched out for them. 

- And this is the precious knowledge of Chriſt indeed, even to know Chriſ 
the power of God, Chriſt the wiſdom of God, inwardly ene and work- 
ing in the heart, deſtroying, fin. there, and. building up the holy building, 
wherein he himſelf will dwell and reign. Oh! that a that truly breathe 
after him, mighg not be with-held from him (and his living teſtimony, and 
inward 2 by the power of darkneſs and deceit, which works ſub- 
tilly in the heart againſt e appearance, — and work of the Lord 
* r e W-. to know him! Ame 
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HAT is this Light, which we ſo earneſtly teftify of, and whereof we 
' affirm, That all men are (or have been) in ſome meaſure enligbtened 

by it ? And what is the nature of it ? ee 


A 
EE, 


WWE 


It is that which ſhineth from God in the heart, wherein God is near to 
men; and wherein and whereby men may ſeek after God, and find him: 
God is a Spirit; and his Spirit and preſence is near to all men. bi- 
ther ſhall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither ſball I flee from thy preſence ? Pſal. 
CXXXIX. 7, Sc. It is impoſſible for any ſo to do. For God, who is a 
Spirit (and the Father of ſpirits), is nigh to every ſpirit. Every ſpirit de- 
pends upon him the fountain of ſpirits; and hath its being, life, and mo- 
tion from him, and in him, after a ſenſe; though not after ſuch a ſenſe, as 
they who are quickened by him experience. © al 
Now God, who is light, being ſo near every man, doth he never ſhine 
upon them ? They are De ; but doth he never appear in the dark- 
neſs ? He who is light, loveth mankind ; doth he never viſit them witch his 
love? He knoweth what and how great inward and ſpiritual enemies man- 
kind have; doth he never make any diſcoveries of their enemies to them? 
Yes; the light is near all — . to diſcover to them, and help them 
againſt the darkneſs; and the love is near to help them againſt the enmity 

which deſtroyeth, and ſo to ſave them. For whoſoever joineth to the hi 
of God's Spirit, cannot but witneſs ſalvation thereby; for it is of a ſaving 
| nature, 


1794 The ancient Pringtple f Truth, &c. 
nature, and bringeth ſalvation with it to all that receive it. Chriſt is in it, 


and is known Bpit Coward) | ae Jivingly known), ang he. 
Freue Chriſt. aps de tar beliorsrh.in it, belicreth.aa-him and 
noweth not, nor believeth therein, neither knoweth nor believeth i 


he. cht 


n Chriſt. 


So that as the Jews circumciſion outward, and their knowledge and think- 
ing to be juſtified by the righteouſneſ and works of the law (which moſt of 


chem brake, and were tran | of ray of; though Paul ſaid, he was, touching 
the * %% gabieb s in the law, blameleſs); J fey, as this was dilowned, 
82 Uenled by Chriſt and his apoſtles; and the eireumeiſion, and work of 
od on the hearts of the Gentiles ſet over it, and exalted above it, as 
Rom. ii. ſo is it now alſo. The knowledge of thoſe, and belief of thoſe 
who own the light, and believe in the light, is owned by God's Spirit (in 
this our day) for the true believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and fr that 
knowledge which is life eternal; and the knowing, and believing on him, 
as men account it, according to their apprehenſions of the letter, without 
this, is reckoned with God for ignorance and unbelief. gs 
| So that in this is God known, in this is Chriſt believed in. Here 
draws nigh to every man, and js a God not afar off, but nigh at hand; 
and his ſalvation is nigh, and his righteouſneſs ready to be revealed here; 
and here every man may ſeek after and obtain the knowledge of him, the 
faving knowledge, the knowledge of the grace, of the gift of grace which 
brings ſalvation. ' In this is the Son kiſſed, in this is he drawn nigh to, 4 
come to by the ſoul, and not out of it. Here are the drawings of the Fa- 
ther felt. Let any man feel this, he feels that which begets to God; he 
feels that which comes from the Son, is of the nature of the Son, wherein 
the Father draws the heart of the child whom he begets, to the Son, 
And in this as the foul comes, it comes out of the darkneſs wherein Chrift is 
not nor dwells, into the light wherein Chriſt is with the Father; and ſo in 
this the ſoul is ever near, and out of it ſtill afar off. In this is the holy 
root witneſſed, and the ingrafting thereinto; out of this the holy root is 
not known, nor can men underſtand what it is to be ingrafted into him, 
and how he is an olive-tree, a vine, a door, a ſhepherd, a leader, a captain, 
a redeemer. Nor can men poſſibly know the voice of the true ſhepherd 
from the voice of a ſtranger, till they come hither ; nor how the true ſbep- 
herd walks before his ſheep, and what it is to follow him out of that which 
| 1 into that which regenerates, makes new and living, till they come 
hither. 1220 


Now this inward light is abundantly teſtified of in the ſcriptures. _ 


As firſt by Moſes, who ſpeaking of the other covenant, the new cove- 
nant, the covenant of circumciſing the heart, turneth or directeth the mind 
to this word or commandment nigh, whereby alone it can be done, 4 


Deut. 


575 T. . . — ai wWwW Ea a > = Ld 
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| The, ancient Principle of. Truth, &c. 375 
cut, Xxx. And this Was the reaſon why God ſo often commagded the 
— to circumciſe their hearts, and to waſh them and make them cle. 

from their wicked ways and vain thoughts; | becauſe Moſes had Lthei 


minds, to that, and, that was near 10 them, wherein, and whereby. ic kent 
xviil. 31. How could that be done? Why, by; turning. to God's Spirit 


* 1 * 


which ſtrove with them, his power would effect it in them; and men are 

ſaid to purify their hearts, through the Spirit, in loving and obeying he 
truth which doth; it, 1 Peter i. 22. Joby xvli. 1-7 

Secondly, By Job, who ſpeaks of God's candle ſhining open, his hon 
e ſpea 


and of walking through darkneſs by his light, chap. xxix. 30. 


likewiſe of thofe that rebel againſt the light, that know not the ways there- 
of, nor abide in the paths thereof, chap. xxiv. 112. 
- Thirdly, By David, who by it ſaw through the types and ſhadows to the 
ſubſtance, and grew wiſer than his teachers, he knowing the word within, 
and having his candle lighted by it, ſo that he knew the inward law which 
converts the ſoul; and was led by God's light and truth ſhining in his in- 

Fourthly, By Solomon, The commandment is & lamp, and the law light, and 
the reproefs of inſtruttion the way of life, Prov. vi. 23. Every one that ex- 
perienceth the light, the law, the commandment within, knoweth it to be 
thus. Again ſaith he, The path of the juſt is a ſhining light, that  ſhineth 
more and more unto the perfect day, chap. iv. 18. Juſt as a light, which 


ſhines outwardly, is to the outward man; ſuch is the inward light to the 


inward man; yea more: for inwardly the light and the way is all one. 
Chriſt is the way, the truth, and the life, which are three names of one ang 
the ſame thing. And he that walks in the light, walks in the way of life 
and holineſs; which he that walks in the darkneſs walks out of. I ſhall 
mention but one place more, which is very differently rendered, it is cbap. 
xx. 27. The new tranſlation renders it thus, The ſpirit of man is the can- 
ale of the Lord, ſearching all the inward parts of the belly. The old'thus, 
The light of the Lord is the breath of man, and ſearcheth all the bowels of the 
belly. The heart of man (the unregenerate mind, the unregenerate ſpirit), is 
deceitful above all things and — wicked; that whereby God 
Pf 1. _ light, his candle, his own Holy Spirit. SE” Sy * 
itthly, By the prophets, as Haiah, Jeremy, iel, Micah, . Sc. who 
laid, He beck 3 2 man, — od. And what: doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love mercy; and to humble thyſelf. to 
walk with thy God? chap. vi, 8. How doth God ſhew this to.mankind, 
but by the inward light of his Spirit. 8 * 
Sixthly, By John Baptiſt, who was the fore- runner, and teſtified of Chriſt 
25 of the inward and ſpiritual baptizer, who had his fan in his hand. What 
is that? What doth: Chriſt fan with? What doth he fan, and wich What? 
The light within is a fan, the Spirit within is a ſpitit of judgment and burn- 
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not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life, chap.” viii. 12. How 
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'there. 
'»Seventhly, By Chriſt himſelf, who Haid, Thi n abe condemmatinns 
br is core into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather he gt, Fg 
deeds were evil, John iii. 19. Mark how Chriſt” 
Ss ſeed, the. kingdom, the leaven), and bid men bri & their deeds 15 
and blamed them that did not, ver 20, 21. How can be an inward 
Jew, an inward circumciſion, without an inward law, inward light, and in. 
ward teſtimony ? And to this inward law and teſtimony, muſt the inward 
Jew daily ate recourſe, and bring his deeds thither, to be Judged and 


| ſcanned there. 


Again, Chriſt ſaith, I am the light of the world : be that followeth me ſhal 


js Chriſt the light of the world? Or how was Chriſt the light of the world? 
Was he only ſo, as he appeared in that body of fleſh ? Is * not ſo, in his 
inward and ſpiritual 3 Is he not the univerſal light, the Sun of 
righteouſneſs, which enlighteneth the whole dark world? Yet again he faith, 
Yet a little while is the light with you ; walk while ye have the light, leſt dark- 
neſs come upon you; for be that walketh in darkneſs, knoweth not whither be 


goeth, While ye have the light believe in the light, that ye may be the childrm 


of light, chap. xii. 33, 36. This is Chriſt's direction to men how they 
may become true believers ; to wit, by believing in the light. The light 
ſhines in the darkneſs (ye were darkweſs ), and by believing in it, men become 
children of it. 

Eighthly, By the apoſtles and evangeliſts. They were ſent to turn = 
from darkneſs to light, Ads xxvi. 18. and they teſtified of the light they 
were to turn men to; delivered their meſſage that God was light, and that 
in him was no darkneſs at all. They preached Chriſt the light, the life, 
the way, the truth; they turned men from Satan's ſpirit which is dane 
to God's Spirit Which is light. 

John the evangeliſt teſtified of the word which was in the beginning, and 
ſaid, In him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light ſhineth 
in darkneſs, and the darkneſs comprebended it not, chap. i. 4, 5. And again 
ſaith, ſpeaking of him, 7 — was the true light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world, ver. . 

Paul faith, Whatſoever doth make manife 1 is ligbt, Epheſ. v Where- 
fore awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, ver. 14. for God hath 
ſent forth the light of his Son to rouſe thee. Again, he profeſſedly averreth, 
that the word nigh in the mouth and heart, was that word of faith 
which he preached, Rom. x. 8. If ſo, then that is the word of faith 
which 1s to be believed in, if men would believe in Chriſt, and be ſaved 
by him. | . 

1 ſpeaketh of God as the F ather of Lights, from whom every good 
and perfect gift proceedeth, chap. i. 1 5 Then ſurely from him is the 


grace 


J. ers $ eons 
The ciple of 5, &c. 


and the gift (the free Sener which is upon all to juſtification 
of life, that receive it. and follow the teachings of it. 
' Perer ſpeaks'of the more fure word of proplicey, to which men ſhould 
take heed z- and wait (in ar Hem chit) for the dawning of the day, 
TY in the heart, 2 Peter i. 19. Indeed, all 
men ought to wait for, and give heed to, the light of 3 Wig ee 

arts. 


and the holy prophecies, warnings, and directions thereof in their hearts. 

And John, at laſt, as I may ſay, in that book of the Revelation (cloſing: 
up the teſtimony of that age and generation) ſpeaks of walking in the 

light of the Lamb, chap. xxi. 23, 24. (which every one that comes to 
witneſs the true light ought to do, elſe there is no true fellowſhip with God, 

nor with his ſanctified ones, who are gathered into and walk in the light, 
even as God is in the light, 1 Jobn i. 7.) And the | that opened the 
prophecies and myſteries of that book to John, ſaid, that the reftimony_of 
Jeſus is the Spirit of prophecy, chap. xix. 10. So then, he that hath this 
ſpirit of prophecy, he that hath this inward light, hath the teſtimony of Je- 
jus; but he that hath it not, hath not the teſtimony itſelf, but only words 
concerning the teſtimony. For this is the diſtinction between the true be- 
liever and the falſe : the true believer hath the ſpirit of prophecy, the wit- 
neſs in himſelf, 1 John v. 10.: the falſe believer hath but the outward 
teſtimony or relation of things; but not the inward ſubſtance, the covenant 

and law of life within. | | | aß = 


CUESsT10 WK 


What doth this light do imwardly in the hearts of thoſe that receive it, believe 
in it, and give up to it? | | es W 0 7 


FREE HI ET... - 


It doth all that is requifite to be done, from the ſoul's coming out of 
ſpiritual Egypt into the land of reſt; and all that is needful for its growth 
and preſervation there. | © TY OT © LOOT PTR 0 £09 2 

Firſt, It enlighteneth. - It ſheweth what is evil, and alſo what is good, 
according to the meaſure and proportion of it, and according to God's 
cauling it to ſhine in the heart. It diſcovers the myſtery of darkneſs, the 
myſtery of ungodlineſs, the myſtery of iniquity, the myſtery of decent in 
all its myſterious: workings ; for nothing is hid from the light of him with 
whom we have to do. And it alſo diſcovers the myſtery of godlineſs, the 
myltery of holineſs, the pure way and commandment of life; and gives 
all the believers (the true believers in Chriſt) this experience, that his com- 
nandment is life everlaſting. There is nothing the heart needs deſire to 
know of God, but this makes it manifeſt in the due ſeaſon. It opens 
the very myſtery of the ſcriptures, gives the right underſtanding and 

Vol. II. Aa application 
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pplication of the promiſes, and fulfils; the prophecies thereaf. in the 


a 
heart. en v1 eee 3 G41.T5 . | g. I 35 
Secondly, It doth not only manifeſt the good and evil, but likewiſe in- 
clines the mind to chuſe the good, and refuſe the evil, It draws from the 
evil, and towards the good; yea, and the ſoul is made willing in the day of 
him who is light, and who appears in the light, and reveals his power 
there. There is a way, an high-way, ſpoken. of, Ia. xxxv.. 8. called the 
way of holineſs, which. the unclean can neither diſcern nor paſs over to; 
but the * of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the meaſure of grace and truth 
wherewith he enlightens men, ſo manifeſts and leads itito this way, that 
they that are taught and guided by him, ſhall walk therein, and not err. 
Thirdly, It ſcatters the darkneſs, breaks the power of the enemy; it 
makes one with him who is all power, and giveth to partake thereof; ſo 
that power is given to become ſons in the light, to the children of the 
light; power given to become kings and prieſts to God; power given to 
reign in the dominion of his life, in the dominion of bis truth, over ſin, 
over death, over deceit; and to offer up the holy living ſacrifices to God. 
What ſhall I ſay? It is one with Chriſt, it is of his heavenly Spirit and 
nature, it makes way for him, it leads to him, it fills with him, it brings 
Into. unity and fellowſhip both with the Father and the Son, where the peace 
which paſſeth underſtanding, and the joy. unſpeakable and full of glory, 
abounds. This is the goſpel meſſage, that God is light; and they that 
are gathered into and abide in this light, they are gathered into, and abide 


in unity and fellowſhip, both with the Father and the Son. : 
David had great ſenſe, and great experience of this light of God's Holy 
Spirit, and. of his truth ſent forth, manifeſted, and revealed in his inward 
parts, as is ſignified, P/al. li. 6. and again, in that vehement prayer of 
his, P/al. xliii. 3. Oh! ſend out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me, let 
them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto 
the altar of God, unto God the gladneſs of my joy ; yea, upon the barp will I 
praiſe thee, O God, my God, Indeed when the light ſhines, and the truth 
ſprings up in the heart, it leads to. him that is true, it leads to the holy hill 
and mountain of the Lord, and to the inward altar; which they have no 
right to, who ſerve and worſhip at the outward; and the harp is known 
whereon the Moſt High is praiſed, even that inward harp, whereof David's 
outward harp was but the figure. Therefore they that come to the holy 
hill of God, to the mountain of the Lord's houſe, and to that holy build- 
ing which was reared there, they invite and encourage others to walk in 
that light which led them thither, wherein communion with God, and one 
with another, and the bleſſings of life and peace are enjoyed, Iſa. ii. 5. 
But what ſhould I ſpeak of the ſufficiency of the light and grace of the 
Spirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or of what it is able to do, and of what 
he is pleaſed to work by it? I ſhall only fay this, that as the fullneſs was 
enough tor Chriſt, and to fit him for the work which he had to do; _ the 
. ure 
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kingdom, in the pearl of price, in the holy leaben, in the heaven 

but the virtue an Avid it 

ſtand ; and he that keeps to it, and departs not from it, 

power ſptinging up in it, to quicken him and carry him through all that 
of him. ' For the water which Chriſt gives is a well, 


turned, unto this my are to be enthered, ft this - they are to be tranſ- 


QUESTION 


How doth the mind come to be enlightened, and the candli of the Lord com to 
be ſet up m ie fe: -⁰t nt ane 80 i 07 Yau 


4 N' 6 Wi. £1 R | 
By God's cauſing it to ſhine there, and the mind's: being turned to it, 


and given up to be exerciſed by it, as it pleaſeth the Lord to caule it to 


ſhine. | | '. 7:07. 503) bas. 2: | 
| The power of the Lord reacheth to the pute principle of life and light 
in the heart, in the ſeaſons of his good pleaſure; This being reached to 


and touched by the Lord, anſwers his touch, his viſit, his call; and the 


mind being turned to it, ſenſiblg of it, and willing to let it into its nature 
and ſpirit, and to become one with it (ſuffering with it, and beating its 
croſs) , the ſeed cometh to grow there, the light which was hid! and over- 
whelmed under the earth (under the earthly wiſdom, the earthly will, the 
earthly knowledge, the earthly deſires, the earthly delights, c.) cometh 
to be lighted: up there; yea, the life cometh to be quickened more and 
more, and the holy leaven to ſpread more and more there. And this fen- 
lible plant of God's renown. being thus entertained, and being not after- 


wards grieved, deſpiſed, quenched, or hurt, by the giving way to, and let- 


ting in of that which is contrary to it, it ſnooteth up into a kingdom of 


righteouſneſs, into a tree of righteouſneſs, within the compaſs whereof, 


and under the ſhadow whereof, the foul ſitteth down in peace and reſt, and 
15 defended and nouriſhed with that which is pure and hving, and full of 
the pure ſap and virtue, and ſo becomes ſtrong. in the Lord, and in the 

| | A a 2 | power 
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powe r of his might, a al the power and ſtrength of darkneſs. Now 
ae Ps. (at firſt in ſome low meaſure and degree, 


1 $ - 4 


afterwards more and more), as they come to feel after, and have a ſenſe of 
that which is of God. and good in the heart, and come to join and give 
up to it. For then it will be working againſt, and purging out, that which 
is of a contrary nature, and overſpreading the heart with its own nature; 
infomuch as that which was the feat wil become the greateſt; and that 
which was the loweſt of all (and indeed trampled under foot) will riſe up 
into dominion and r over all, and bring all under. So that the lofty 
city, the lofty building of fleſhly wiſdom, and of ſin and iniquity in the 
heart, will be laid low, and the feet of the ſeed ſhall tread it down; even 
the 'feet of that which was once poor and needy, until it was anointed, 
and its horn exalted by the Lord. Pa PUR EL 0s... g 


CHE T1005 4 


How is the light or candle of the Lord diminiſhed, and at length extinguiſhed 
or put out in ſome * Or how cometh that about? 


| == % 

By their neglecting, deſpiſing, quenching it; hearkening and give- 
ing way to the contrary ſpirit in its motions and temptations. For as the 
good let in, ſtops and works out the evil y ſo the evil let in, ſtops and 
works out the good: ſa the Philiſtine nature given way to, ſtops the in- 
ward well which Jacob had digged and opened. There is a time when 
life is a myſtery, a fountain ſealed; and there is a time wherein God un- 
ſeals the fountain, and opens the myſtery in the heart. Oh! then great 
eare is to be had, and the ſoul is to lie very low in the pure fear, that it 
may continue in his goodneſs, and walk worthy of his love, that the foun- 
tain may be kept open, and the pure ſprings of the Holy Land flow, and 
not be ſealed and ſhut up- again. For there are ſome that rebel againſt the 
light, and they dwell in a dry land. There were ſome that did always 
reſiſt aud vex God's Spirit, and the Lord's Spirit ceaſed ſtriving with them, 
and gave them up to a reprobate ſenſe and judgment concerning the 
things of God. There are ſome that do not improve God's good talent, 
and from them that which was once given is again taken away. Yea, the 
candle of the wicked ſhall one time or other be put out, and they ſhall be 
filent in darkneſs, and their mouth ſtopped from having any thing to fay 
againſt God, his truth, -and people, for evermore. And all men had need 
to take heed how they be wanton with the grace of God, or deſpiſe the 

day of their viſitation by the holy light of God's Spirit; for if God take 
away the talent, if God put out the inward candle, who can light it again? 
Oh! how did poor David, the man after God's own heart, fuffer by letting 
the enemy's temptations in upon him! Caſt me not away from thy preſence, 
laid he, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Indeed he did loſe his condi- 
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| tion at the preſent, and he ſpeaks as a man in danger of being quite undone z 
though afterwards he came to comfort and aſſurance that God would reſtore 


neſs again. | I IG 105 | 8 5 
But I am not inſenſible of what doubts and diſputes there are in mens 
minds about this teſtimony which we give (from certain knowledge and 
true experience): concerning the light where with God enlighteneth ſouls. 
At firſt, when the teſtimony. firſt. came forth, men would not grant ſuch 
a thing as a light from Gon men, which convinced of and reproved for ſin; 
but now there are many will aſſent to that, who yet cannot believe it to be 
a meaſure of the grace and truth which comes by Jeſus Chriſt, and that in 
it the ſufficiency and power of God is revealed, againſt the ſtrength and 


him to the joy of his ſalvation, and light his candle, and enlighten his dark- : 


power of Satan. But let ſuch ſeriouſly conſider, | 


Firſt, Who they are that have teſtified, and teſtify, of this light. They 
are perſons who generally have been wx ah] exerciſed in religion : perſons 
who have read the ſcriptures very diligently, with much praying and waiting 
upon God, for the true, certain, and clear underſtanding of them : perſons 
who (ſeveral of them) have had experience of moſt (if not all other) ſepa- 
rated ways, but could never meet with the anſwer of the cry of their ſouls, 
nor with ſatisfaction to that birth which breathed in them after the Lord 
night and day. 5 Aa Sn aro * | bg Os 

Secondly, What their teſtimony is; which is manifold. As firſt, that they 
were by the Lord (even by his Holy Spirit, and the ſhinings and ſpringings 


of his precious ſeed in them) turned to this light, and ſhewn. it to be of 


God. Secondly, That in turning to it, they ſtill meet with the preſence, 
appearance, and power of the Lord working in their hearts. Thirdly, 
That it did not only diſcover fin to them, but alſo powerfully reſiſt it, 
fight againſt it, and bring it under ; which no light and power beſides the 
light and power of God's Spirit can do. Fourthly, That the life of the 
Son is manifeſted and revealed in it, and they come therein truly to ſee, 
and taſte, and handle the Word of eternal life, Fifthly, That in this light 
they come to witneſs cleanſing by the blood of the Lamb, and the ever- 
laſting covenant made with them (even the ſure mercies of David), and 
the holy precious promiſes fulfilled in them, whereby they are made — 
takers of the divine nature, and come to witneſs an entrance into the holy 
city, and drink of the ſtreams of the pure cryſtal river, which refreſh and 


make glad the city of our God, and all the' tabernacles wherein he dwells. 


Laſtly, To mention no more, the Lord hath ſnewn them how this had been 
formerly with them, even in the days of their fortner profeſſion ;. and how 
God had wrought by this in them in former times, though they then knew 
it not; and that all their ability then to underſtand any thing of God aright, 
or to pray unto him, or reap any true benefit from the ſcriptures, was 
through the ſtirring of this in them, whereby God even then, in ſome mea- 
lure, enlightened and quickened their minds. For there being ſuch a prin- 


ciple 


* 
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ciple in man, it works variouſly, and many times when he is hot aware uf 
it: and he hath benefit thereby, if he reſiſt it not, but receive its inſluence 


and operation, though he hath not the ſtricteſt knowledge and diſcerning | 


of it. 


and truth which is come by Jeſus Chrift, hath not this property of diſcovering, 
convincing, and reproving for fin. Doubtleſs the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt Jefus, in the loweft miniſtration of it, is of that nature, that it dif- 
covereth and fighteth againſt the law of fin and death, where- ever it finds 
it. And whether the Comforter, the Holy Spirit of truth, who leads out 
of all error and falſhood, and into all truth, is not as well to be known 
by this, even by his convincing the world of ſin, and inwardly reproving 
for ſin, as by his comforting of the ſaints, in their holy travels out of ſin, 
and battles againſt ſin. | . | | | 

' Conſider, Fourthly, whether any thing can convince of fin but the light 
of God's Holy Spirit ſhining in the heart? There may be an outward de- 
claration of fin by the law outward ; but it never reacheth the heart and 
conſcience but by the ſhining of the light inward. Nay, it cannot ſo much 
as reach to the underſtanding, but as God opens the heart, and brings 
home the conviction by his light and power. This we have experience of 
in the Jews; who though the prophets came with certain evidence and de- 
monſtration from God's Spirit, yet they were not convinced thereby, but 
ſtood it out againſt the prophets, and juſtified themſelves againſt the voice 
and Word of the Lord; their eyes being cloſed, their ears ſhut, and hearts 
hardened againſt that of God in them, as may be read in Jeremiah, chap. it. 
and divers other places, even to admiration. And what wickedneſs is fo 
great which the hardened man will not plead for, and be defending and 
juſtifying himſelf in! Yea, if God do open mens underſtandings in ſome 
meaſure, ſo that they cannot but confeſs ſuch and ſuch things to be evil in 
| general (as pride, covetouſneſs, drunkenneſs, riotouſneſs, exceſs in apparel, 
lying, ſwearing, Cc.) yet they are not able to ſee the evil and danger of 
theſe things in and to themſelves, but have covers and excuſes to hide 
them, unleſs the inward light and Spirit of the Lord ſearch their hearts, 
and make them manifeſt to them. | | 5 

Fifthly, Conſider the weight and proper tendency of theſe two ſcriptures, 
and do not form another meaning, and ſo put off the drift and intent of 


God's Holy Spirit in them. The firſt is that of the apoſtle, Epbeſ. v. 13, 


14. But all things that are reproved, are made manifeſt by the light : for what- 
ſoever doth make manifeſt, Is light. Wherefore he ſaith, Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, 
&c. Every man is bid to awake, becauſe every man hath ſome proportion of 
that in him, which (if hearkened to) will reprove, rouze up, and awaken him, 
and lead him from among the dead, to him who gives the light, and cauſeth 
it to ſhine in him, even in the midſt of his darkneſs and corruption, that it 


might awaken him out of it. The other ſcripture is that of Gal. v. 27. 


where 


Thirdly, Again conſider whether the light of Chriſt's Spirit, or the grace 
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where the apoſtle ſpeaks of the fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the fleſh, and —— Did ar God's Spivir 
ſtrive with the old world; not only with the ſons of God; who had cor-: 
rupted themſelves,” but with the reſt alſo > And what is it that -hath ftriven 
with wicked men ſince, and that OR IT men {till ?: Is it not 

the ſame good Spirit? What is it alſo: that inwardly reſiſts and luſts againſt 
the will and ftrivings of God's Spirit? Is it not the fleſh? 80 here are the 
two ſeeds, the two principles (which are eontrary one to the other) near 
man. For there is the creature man (which of right is the Lord's) into 
whom the deftroyer. hath gained entrance, and in whom he rules by the 
law of ſin and death. Now he who made man, ſeeketh after him, and find- 
eth out his enemy in man, and giveth forth a law againft him inwardly 
in the heart; which, ſo far as any man gives ear to, believes, and receives, 


there arifeth preſently a fight and ſtriving between theſe two contrary — 
ow 


ciples in him, ſo that this man cannot do the things that he would. 
that which thus ſtrives againſt ſin in any man, and troubles him becauſe of 
fin, reproving and condemning him for ir, that is of another nature than 


| the fleſh (which harbours fin) and contrary. to it. = 


Laſtly, Conſider the great love of God to mankind, and the great care 
he hath of them. Firſt, as- touching: their bodies; how doth he' provide 
for the bodies of all mankind ! He would have none hurt, none d ed; 
but feedeth all, nouriſheth all, making plentiful proviſion, and giving fruit- 
ful ſeaſons; cauſing his ſun to ſhine, and his rain to deſcend oq all. Then 
as to their ſouls, he knoweth the preciouſneſs thereof, and what the loſs. 
of a ſoul is; yea, he knoweth how eager the devourer is toideftroy, and 
ſetteth himſelf againſt him. He is the Father of ſpirits, and his: Son the 
Shepherd and biſhop of ſouls, whoſe nature it is to gather and fave; and 
it is ſaid expreſly of God, by the teſtimony of the Spint of truth, that he 
would have all to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. And 
whereas it was ſaid to the Jews, that God was as the potter, and they as the 
clay, and he could make them veſſels either of honour or diſhonour at his 
pleaſure, Fer. xviii. 6. yet it was to this end, even to invite and encou 
them to be ſubject to him, that they might be made veſſels of honour b 
him, as appears ver. 1 1. 80 ee | 

Now conſider, if God be as tender of ſouls as of the bodies of men, doth 
he not make proviſion for the ſoul as well as for the body * Would he not 
have the ſoul live, and would he not have the ſoul fed as well as the body? 
If ſo, then needs muſt the light of his Holy Spirit ſhjne'inwardly. throughout 
all nations, and the ſaving grace and power be manifeſt every- where, even 
in every heart, in ſome meaſure, and the fleſh and blood of the Son of 
God (which is the ſoul's food) be diſtributed to all. And truly the Lord is 
not an hard maſter to any (as the unprofitable ſervant, in every diſpenſa- 
tion, is ready to account of him); for the times of ignorance and darkneſs 
God winketh at, or paſſeth over, being very tender towards men in that 

| | eſtate. 


184 The ancient Priurſput Truth, ccc. 
eſtate; yea, a little that is of him turned to and heeded, according to the 
even in the midſt of a great deal of darkneſs and evil working againſt it. 


There was a time before the law (for the law was given by Moſes) : what | 


faved then? Was it any thing but the ſaving grace, the ſaving light, the 
ſaving Spirit, the holy anointing ?; Could any be ſaved but thereby? 
What ſaved under'the law ? Did the ſhadows then ſave, or the ſubſtance 
of life veiled under them ? Did not the Spirit then work inwardly, redeem 
inwardly, fave inwardly? Did not the word or commandment nigh in 
the mouth and heart (to which Moſes, by God's direction, had turned their 
minds) enlighten and ſave inward?7ʒ/ + +» £2444: N 
And any of the Gentiles, as the Word or Spirit of life did work in them, 
did it not circumciſe inwardly, and ſave them alſo? So that though they 
had not the law or miniſtration of Moſes outward, yet they had the in ward 
writing from God on their hearts, and ſhewed the work and efficacy of it 
there, and ſhall at laſt be juſtified by, and according to, the everlaſting goſ- 
pel, which juſtifieth all whatſoever, ſo far as in any meaſure they receive 
and are ſubje& to the light and law of God's pure Spirit, which the carnal 
mind cannot receive, nor be ſubject to. py 
Oh ! that men could die to themſelves, even to their own wiſdom and 
| Prudence, and not lean to their own underſtandings, nor 1dolize their own 
apprehenſions and conceivings, but wait to receive underſtanding from God, 
who giveth Jiberally of the true wiſdom to thoſe that aſk and wait aright 
And: how doth God give true wiſdom and underſtanding ? Is it not by the 
ſhining of his light in the heart? Oh! that men were turned inwardly 
thither, and inwardly dead to that wiſdom and prudence from which God 
ever hid things, and ever will! He that will be truly wiſe, muſt firſt become 
a fool, that he may be wiſe; that is, he muſt not ſtrive to learn in the 
comprehenſive way of man's wiſdom and prudence the things of God's 


kingdom; but feel the begettings of life in his heart, and in that receive 


ſomewhat of the new and heavenly underſtanding, and ſo die to the other, 
and know no more the things of God after the fleſh ; that is, as a wiſe 
man, as a learned ſcribe, as a great diſputant (for where is the wiſe ? Where 
is the ſcribe? Where is the diſputer of this world? Can they find out the 
myſtery of life, the myſtery of God's kingdom in- this age, any more than 
they could in former ages?) but become a babe, a fool, and ſo receive 
and bow to that which his own wiſdom will call fooliſhneſs, and account 
weakneſs; but the other birth, which is begotten and born of God, will 
know, and daily experience, to be the wiſdom and power of God unto ſal- 
vation. | 5 
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Wrrness of GOD in all Conscrences, 
1 WHICH Is THE 0 | 


More ſure Word of Pxoryscy? The Teſtimony of the 
SCRIPTURES without; or the Voice and Teſtimony of 
the Light and Spirit of GOD within, in the Heart. 


TAY apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of a more ſure word of prophecy (or a more 
ſure prophetical word, as the Greek hath it) than that voice which 
came from heaven, which they heard when they were with Chriſt in the 
holy mount, 2 Pet. i. 18, 19. Now what this more ſure word is, which 
ought to be given heed to in the moſt eſpecial manner, more than to ſuch 
an eminent voice and teſtimony from heaven, even from the excellent glory, 
is a very great and weighty queſtion. Now ſome affirm, that it is the 
word and teſtimony of the ſcriptures without; others affirm, that it is the 
voice, ſound, and teſtimony — the Word of Life within. 
I do not know a ſcripture that my heart hath more been tenderly ſolicit- 
ous abour, deſiring to give due honour both to the Spirit of God, and to 
the holy ſcriptures, and alſo to underſtand what the Lord would have me 
in the moſt eſpecial manner give heed to, until the ſeaſon came from him, 
in which he ſhould cauſe the day to dawn, and the day-ſtar to ariſe in my 
heart. And now, that others might come to'the ſame underſtanding and 
ſatisfaction alſo, are theſe following conſiderations propoſed in the weight of 
my ſpirit to them. | 7 . 
Firſt, Conſider how ſure the word of prophecy was, how ſure the voice 
and teſtimony from heaven was; than which, the - apoſtle directs them to 
ſomewhat as more ſure. This I may clearly ſay of it, it was undoubtedly 
from God, and that in a very extraordinary manner, even in Chriſt's pre- 
ſence, when Moſes and Elias were with him, and God beſtowing upon him 
honour and glory, transfiguring him before his diſciples, cauſing his face to 
ſhine as the ſun, and making his raiment white as the light, Matt. xvii. 2. 
Vor. II. B b | And 


186 An Mu ch the 
And rhe intent of it was to give the diſciples full evidence and ſatisfaction 
have a full ground, after his death and reſurrection, to teſtify for the ſa- 
tisfaction and confirmation of others; for till then they were to keep it ſe- 
cret, ver. 9. Now that which was provided for this end, doubtleſs was 
very ſue, and W by them who were choſen to be: faithful witneſſes in 
this reſpect. A > Auk 1 e 
Secondly, Conſider whether the teſtimony of the prophets concerning 
Chriſt were ſurer than the immediate voice from God himſelf? Were they 
ſurer to thoſe that lived in thoſe days, or to thoſe that ſhould come after, 
than this ceſtimony was to the apoſtles, and to thoſe that did communicate 
it in the will and counſel of the Lord? The prophets did teſtify from God's 
holy unerring Spirit; but they that lived in thoſe days did not always be- 
lieve and receive their prophecies, but ſometimes doubted of them, and 
queſtioned them: yea, op prophecies were not always evident, and clearly 
underſtood by thoſe who deſired to underſtand ; but their viſions were 
many times a book ſealed, both to the learned and unlearned. But this 
teſtimony, this word of - prophecy, this voice from the excellent glory (Thi; 
is my beloved Son, hear him) is a very plain, evident, full teſtimony, eaſy to 
be underſtood by any in that preſent, or in after ages. And I muſt con- 
fes, as to myſelf, the reading of it did always deeply affect and ſatisfy my 


2 Thirdly, Conſider the manner of God's appearing to the prophets, and 
compare it with the manner of this appearance. God appeared to them 
ſometimes in viſions, ſometimes in dreams. Moſes ſaw a buſh burning, 
and heard a voice. The vißon of IJſaiab, the ſon of Amos, Iſai. i. 1. And 
Exzekiel ſaw viſions, chap. i. 1. And Daniel had a dream and viſions on his 
bed, Dan. vn. 1. And Jeremiab had that ſweet 9 (of God's ſatiat- 
ing the weary ſoul, and repleniſhing every ſorrowful foul) in his ſleep, 
Fer. xxxi. 26. Now here to theſe bleſſed apoſtles was a viſion given of the 
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glory of Chriſt, and of Moſes and Elias with him; not in the mind or head, 

as Daniel's viſions were, Dan. vii. 1. ; but the excellent glory did appear, 

and Chriſt, Moſes, and Elias were really there together on the mount 4] 

(which is more than a prophetic viſion of a thing), and Chriſt was cloathed 

with, and ſwallowed up in, the glory. For God the Father did ſet himſelf 14 

to glorify him, ſo as never man was glorified before; and the voice came 

(the certain voice ; what voice could be more certain ?) from the excellent g 

glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, 2 Pet. i. 17. And { 
9 this pure viſion of glory (even of God's thus appearing, and Chriſt's thus of 
| transfiguring) they ſaw, and heard the voice which came from heaven, 
i when they were with him in the holy mount. Now were the prophecies of h 
109 the prophets that Chriſt ſnould be born in Bethlehem, and that he ſhould p 
9 be thus and thus, Gc. equal to this in evidence and demonſtration? Why t 
ſt was John greater than the reſt of the prophets? Was it not in that he was - 


choſen 
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| the words of Chriſt in the fleſh above the words of 


Witneſoaf God idall Cunſciencs. | 87 
choſen to be the immediate forerunner.an -preparer of the way; and cp 
point with his finger to the Meſſiah ? - vet is not this en - 
mony from the excellent glory greater than the teſtimony, of John 

Fourthly, Conſider whether Chriſt's,own words in the rde 5 

ciples were ſurer than the voice: is vpn extol 
fied of him, ſhould I therein do the words and teſtimonies prophen che 95 prof 
any wrong ? He was the Son; he had the fullneſs of life, the ful 
the Spirit, the great authority and virtue of God his Father. God — t 
apoſtle) who at ſundry times, and in divers. manners, ſpoke in 239 
the fathers. by the prophets, bath in theſe laſt days 8 e Ea: 
Heb. i. 1, 2. ſeeming to exalt and magnify, 
and the way of this miniſtration above the — — 0 05 . 8 
(which miniſtration was firſt by him in the fleſh, afterwar rds in Spirit, hic 
is properly called the miniſtration of the Spirit, 2 Car. iii. 8.) Now: con- 
ſider whether this ſure word of prophecy from the excellent glory, ſo imme- 
diately from the majeſty on high, was not intended by him as a ſeal to the 
faith of the diſciples, as a ſeal to Chriſt's appearance in the fleſh,. and to 
what he had taught them (which was ſometimes in parables, and not fo 
fully underſtood by them]; and whether this was not more bright, more 
raviſhing, more certain, more eſtabliſning, than his common preſence. and 
appearance among them, and than the words which he from the Father, 
not the Father ſo immediately himſelf, — to them? For that which 
is given to confirm a thing, is (in order of nature, and for cvidenes e 
more certain and clear than that which it ĩs given to confirm. m. 
Fifthly, Conſider whether the voice of God's Spirit and light, mba 
the heart be not more clear and certain to him that hears. it, than guy 
word or teſtimony from without? Is it not a ſurer word of prophecy than 
this relation or teſtimony of the apoſtles, of what they heard from the 
excellent glory? Yea, is it not ſurer than any teſtimoy of the n 
or than all outward teſtimonies put together? 

Sixthly, Conſider whether they who are turned from dacknels to che 


üght, even to the inward manifeſtation. of God's Holy Spirit, ought not 


to give diligent heed unto it, until the dy dawn, and the day-itar ariſe in 


their hearts? 


Laſtly, Conſider, what is the difference between this light ſhining (aa. a 
word of prophecy) in the dark place, and the day dawning, and the day. 


tar ariſing in the heart? Is it not the ſame light, only nder revealed and 


ſhining in its glory, in the holy and pure place? 

The apoſtle Paul excellently openeth the thing, Coloff. i Ne 268 26, 27. Fild, 
he ſpeaketh of the Word in — which he was to full, or fulhy t 
preach, Then he ſheweth how this Word is a myſtery, hid in the Gen- 
tiles (for ſo the Greek, ver. 27. is) even in them that believe not; the Word 
n there, the inſtruction and yy of Ons * 


ws eee 
188 s 1 he n 


children of the light, 2 in the light, us God is in the light: in 


m Chriſt is riſen, and they are riſen together with him, and he is in them 


the hope of glory. So that the day hath dawned there; the day-ſtar hath 
riſen, and they know not only a meaſure of Grace from Chriſt, but Chriſt 
himſelf ariſen, dwelling, living, acting, walking in them, and they in 
him. J Ni oy PI e ee v Ci 000 40 WOES {14 4 AS 

Let theſe things be duly conſidered of, and equally weighed im the holy 
balance, and then I dare appeal to every ſerious and ſober heart and mich 
whether the inward light, the inward Word, the Word nigh in the mouth and 
heart, and the holy hving teſtimony thereof, the voice of the witneſs within, 


of the prophecy within, be not ſurer to that man that hath it, and hears - 


and knows the voice of it, than any outward voice or teſtimony whatſo- 
ever? ꝰͤ 11 n e e Th TEE IE Tk fe Fug EF n 1680 
Object. But ſome may object thus, or after this manner: I am ſatisfied that 
there is a Word nigh in the mouth and heart (to which Moſes did dire? the Jews, 
and the apoſtles the Chriſtians), and that this Word doth enlighten the mind, and 
doth ſeparate in ibe mouth between words and words, and is a' ſwift witneſs 


againſt the bad-words, and a juſtifier of the good words, which come from the | 


truth and uprighineſs of the heart, and are ſeaſoned with grace. I alſo be. 
lieve that this Word is quick and powerful in the heart, ſeparating and dividing 
Hbetwween the thoughts' and intents there, and that the teſtimony thereof is ſurer 
and 'tlearer (as to the hearts in which it ſhines, and to them whoſe ſpiritual ears 
are opened to hear its voice) than any words and teſtimonies: from-withou#. - And I 
am ſatisfied alſo, that they who are the ſheep of Chriſt, do thus bear the ſhepherds 
voice, and do know both the voice behind them, when it comes after them'to re- 
prove their wanderings, and direct tbeir minds into the true way; and alſo the 
voice before them, when the Shepherd (who is the leader) putteth forth his 
ſheep, and goeth before them, and they follow him; for they know | his 
voice, Jobn x. 4. Yea, I have had the- experience hereof in my own heart : 
for I have felt that work within, and that living ſweet teſtimony of God's Spirit 
in my own beart, which hath been more to me than all that ever I heard or 
read from without; ſo that I can truly ſay (with the Samaritans, John iv: 
22.) Now I believe, not becauſe of the teſtimonies or words I have beard from 
| without, but from the evidence and demonſtration of life, and of God's holy Spirit 


in my own heart. Nor can I ſee how the apoſtle Peter, in this place, can pre- 
fer the teſtimonies of the prophets (for that which is called the New Teftament' 
was not yet written and added to the old) before this glorious immediatt tefti-' 
mony from God Almighty, which Ghrift was honoured with, and they were greatly 
bonoured in being admitted to be bebolders and witneſſes of. Yet ſomewhat flicks 
with me; namely, thoſe words ef the apoſtle, ver. 20, 21. wherein be plainly 
ſeems 10 me to ſpeak of the ſcriptures or writings of the prophets, as if they had 
been the more fure word of prophecy, which in this place be had direfied to. For* 
why-ſhould: be ſay'thus, Knowing this firſt, c. wnleſs be bad — 
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Witneſs of God in all Con/ciences. 189 
Word of prophecy which be had been ſpeaking e before, aud -direfing\ thein 
, minds % they might make uſe of that Word o Le 43 +4 To neblig 
Anſw. Peter was the miniſter: of the circumciſion, and he was to) deal: 
with people who were great admirers and ſtudiers of the letter; chereſbre 
though he, as well as Paul and John, and the other apoſtles (Nom. in ani 
Ads xxvi. 18. and 1 John i.) was to direct men to the Word within and 
light within; yet he knew ĩt was of great concernment to them rightly to read 
and be able to underſtand the letter without. Therefore, having firſt directed 
them to the Word of prophecy, to the path of the juſt, which is the in- 
ward ſhining light, to the light which ſhines more and more in the dark. 
place to them that give heed to it; in the next place it was very proper, 
uſeful, and: neceſſary to direct them how to read the ſcriptures aright. Fot 
indeed: the oracles of God were given to them, Ron. iii. 2. and they dought 
to be diligent in the reading of them, that they might underſtand the holy 
prophecies and precious promiſes, Sc. and reap. the hope and comfort of 
| them, and be made partakers of the divine nature, which is the thing pros: 
miſed. And not only to the Jews, but to the Chriſtians gathered from among 
the Gentiles in that age, were the ſcriptures greatly uſeful: and ſo they are 
alſo to ſuch as are 2 by the Holy Spirit and power of God in this age. 
The prophecies, the judgments, the promiſes, the mercies, the experience, 
Sc. are all uſeful, and profitable to thoſe that read and underſtand them 
in the light of God's Holy Spirit. But the firſt thing needful is, to turn a 
man's. mind to the light, that he may have ſomewhat to guide him, ſome - 
what to ſtay his mind upon in reading the ſcriptures,: ſomewhat to open 
and unſeal the holy and vine words and myſteries to him. For no man 
can truly and rightly underſtand the ſcriptures, but as his mind is opened 
by the Lord, and the underftanding of words and things given him. So 
that this is exceeding neceſſary to be known (after a man is turned to the 
light and Word of prophecy within, and comes to read the outward oracles - 
and teſtimonies of the Holy Spirit) that all the holy men ſpake not in their 
own wills, nor in the will of the fleſb; nor in the will of man, but as the 
Spirit of God gave them words, and moved them to ſpeak. And thoſe 
words ſpoken by God's Spirit knoweth none, but that Spirit which ſpake 
them. So that no man ought to venture by his private ſpirit to undertake 
to open and interpret thoſe words.; but he muſt firſt receive the ſame Word 
of life, the ſame Spirit of prophecy within, and wait upon him, and learn 
to know his voice, who openeth what and when he pleaſeth to the ſons of 
men. And ſo when the ſame Word of life ſpeaks in a man's heart now, 
ſhewing things to come, either concerning a man's ſelf or others, that man 
mult be — to retire, and lie very low before the Lord, waiting upon 
him for the true underſtanding. and right interpreting, of his own words, 
elſe a man may eaſily miſunderſtand and miſapply what was truly and rightly 
ſpoken. So that this is the right way of underſtanding the words of pro- 
phecy from the holy men of God in former ages, and the 3 
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And when he ſaid, thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and 4 light unto my path, 
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man, an inwardly-exerciſed man, an experienced man, an holy, ſpiritual, 
heavenly man; a man who knew the inward everlaſting kingdom, and had 
the Spirit of God, and witneſſed his truth in the inward parts: can ye think 


that David did not know the Word and commandment of life withm ? Did 
not God write his law in his heart? How elſe could he become a man af. 


ter God's own heart? Did not he witneſs the everlaſting covenant, andithe 
law thereof, the new law, the living law, even the law of the Spirit of life 
in Chrift Jeſus? Now when David taid, the lat of the Lord is perfect, con- 


verting the ſoul, what law did he mean? What is the law which converts 


the ſoul to God? Can any thing leſs than an inward power, an inward light, 
an inward law, an inward life, than the inward drawings and teachings of 
God's Spirit, convert the foul to God? And what teſtimony is that which 
makes wiſe the fimple? Is it not the inward teftimony ? What made him 
wiſer than the antients, and his teachers, who knew and could teach the 
law outward ? Were they not the | inward teachings and inward precepts of 
God's Holy Spirit from the Word of life within, which doubtleſs. was: very 


nigh him, he being a man ſo exerciſed by God's Spirit, and fo formed after 


his heart? And what are thoſe right ſtatutes which rejoice the heart, and 
the pure commandment which enlightens the eyes, and the clean fear and 
righteous judgments? Are not all theſe things known within, and received 
within? Doth not God put his fear within, in the heart? Doth not God re- 
veal his righteous judgments within againſt fin and iniquity ? Oh! how did 
David cry out becauſe of God's dreadful judgments upon him for fin, and 
faid his fore ran in the night, and he watered his couch with his tears! And 
in another place, My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy 
Judgments. And when he ſpeaketh ſo much (as in P/z/. cxix.) of God's word, 
God's law, his teftimonies, precepts, ſtatutes, judgments, Sc. what doth 
he ſpeak of? Doth he ſpeak of the outward or inward miniſtration of the 
Word in the heart? Doth he not ſpeak of the inward writing, of the law 
in the heart, of the commandment in the heart, of the teſtimony of lite 
there? For he had the teftimony within, the Spirit within, the law within, 
the light within, the inward and ſpiritual kingdom (wherein the holy domi- 
nion of God is revealed) he knew within; and fo believing, could ſpeak 
of the power and glory thereof, and of God's wonderous works, Pſal. cxlv. 
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Wittieſs of God an ul Clinſeietites. 291 
what Word did he mean? Did he mean che letter or law durand, or. che 
Word nigh in the mouth and heart, which Moſes had teſtified ef, und di- 
rected the Jews to und he himſelf had been very well acquainted \with ? 
When again he ſaith, M heretoitbal ſhall 22 mam cleanſe bis way nd 
immediately giveth che anſwer, By zabiag bleed according to thy Mord. Noth 
he mean the letter without, or the Word within? What is it that cleahſeth 
the heart, that cleanſeth the way ? Is it any thing leſß than the water of life; 
than the blood of the everlaſting covenant, than the Word and life f truth 
within? San&ify them by thy truth ; thy Word is truth. In the ſenſe of that 
inwardly, and obegience,to it, is the renewing and ſanctification felt. And 
ſo this brings to be undefiled in the way, and to keep the teftimonies of 
life, and preſerves from doing iniquity. Bleſſed are the undefiled in the way, 
faith he, bo walk-in the law of the Lord. Bleſſed are they er tel ee: | 
mouies, t har ſeek him with the whole heart. They alſo, do no iniquity, &c,: Had 
he no experience of theſe things himſelf? Yea, ſurely. He knew the holy 
heart, the pure beart, the new and heavenly image, the heart after God's 
own heart; and he knew what it was to walk in innocency, and to be kept 
out of fin. Hear what he himſelf ſaith, P/al. xviii. 21, Sc. For I have kept 
the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God. For all 
lis judgments were before me, and I did not put away bis ſtatutes from me. I 
was alſo upright before him, and I kept myſelf from mine iniquity. What was 
that? Was not that it which had moſt power over him, and was moſt apt to 
entangle and enſnare him? Now he that arrives here, he that doth this, that 
keeps himſelf from his iniquity, doubtleſs witneſſeth great power and victory 
over leſſer and ſmaller ſins. Was not David ſtrong in the and in the 
power of his might ? Did not the Word of God abide in him ? Did. not he 
overcome the wicked-one by the power thereof? How elſe could he walk 
thus in the ways of the Lord, as he expreſſeth, and keep himſelf from his 
niquity ? | | ; | 

Now this Word of life, theſe living teſtimonies and precepts, yea, the 
everlaſting ordinances and ſtatutes of the new covenant, with the ſure mer- 
cies of David, which Word Moſes had teſtified of, and directed to, and Da- 
vid had experienced (it being the pearl he had treaſured up and hid in his 
heart) and which was the Word of faith which Paul and the other apoſtles 
preached and teſtified of, turning men from darkneſs to this inward light; 
| fay, this Word, this living Word (and the inward miniſtration thereof ) 
God hath revealed and made manifeſt in this our day, and hath turned the 
minds of many to it, and is daily inviting men to Shiloh's ftreams, to the 


living waters, to the light and habitation of the living. Bleſſed are they 


that hear the joyful ſound, and come to the holy mount and city of our God, 

where life lives and reigns, and is fed on by all the living; who are God's 

elect, God's heritage, God's vineyard of red wine, God's incloſed garden, 

whom he watcheth over night and day, and watereth every moment; and 

in whom he dwelleth and walketh, and is to them a God and F there nd 
. « P m 


N * oy . J 
d and on w 
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in whom is his great deligh hearts | 

Flolineſs may nr Yea, = Ge Ln Ons —— 

tian of juſtice, mountain of holineſs! and every tungue riſeth up in 
— Log inſt thee will the Lord God condemn fer evermore. Tha 
the heritage of the ſervants of the Lord, whom the. Lord hath gathered by 
the arm of his mighty power (inwardly revealed and ſtretched forth in them, 
and for them), and their Ad ate 


righteouſneſs is f me, ſaith the Lord. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


There is a Scripture now openeth in me, as it hath often done, and 
it hath been very ſweet to my taſte ; but I have not had freedom 
to give it forth to others, as at this time it is with me to do: it is 
that ſcripture Rom. ix. 18. Therefore hath he mercy on whom be 
will bave mercy, and whom be will he hardeneth. | 


God hath choſen out a certain number of perſons on whom he will 
ave mercy, and ſave by Jeſus Chriſt the Lord; and that he hath peed 
over the reſt, ſo that they were never intended to have any benefit by 
Chriſt's death as to their eternal ſalvation. This the wiſdom of man, from 
the letter of the ſcripture and many other places, may eaſily 9 and 
ſtrongly reaſon for. But as the Lord openeth the mind, and men come 
to a ſenſe of his nature and Spirit, and his intent in ſending his Son, and 
receive the key which openeth the truth as it is in Jeſus, they will eaſily 
ſee that this is contrary to God's nature, and his intent in ſending his Son, 
and the univerſal covenant of light and life, and the manifeſt teſtimony of 
the ſcriptures. | | 

Firſt, As touching the nature of God. His nature is love; love to all 
his creatures. He would not have it go ill with any of them. He needeth 
not their miſery to make himſelf happy. His nature is to love, to bleſs, to 
ſave; not to deſtroy or cut off, nor to afflict or grieve the children of men; 
not to hurt either the body or ſoul of any: he preſerveth man and beaſt, 
| Pal. xxxvi. 6. 

Secondly, As touching his ſending his Son. He ſent him in his love 
to mankind, to fave mankind. His love was not to a few only; but he 
loved all his creatures, he loved all loſt ſouls, and he ſent his Son to ſave 
them all. He gave him light to enlighten them all, and he gave him life 
to quicken them all; only he diſpenſeth this in different ways, according to 
the infinite wiſdom and good pleaſure of his Father. 


N OW many apprehend from this ſcripture, as I alſo formerly did, that 
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all mankind, by which the «darkeſt parts and: corners of the earth Are at 
ſome times en mech and feel ſomewhat of the quickening life. F 


the life is the light of men, and the light i oh | An HERR 
vick, piercings, quickening+ light, conveying warmth and life, yea, living-- 
jos che hearts, as it moves __ finds — eve) a 
Laſtly, As for the teſtimony of the Scriptures, it is very clear that GG 
would have none to-petiſhi '» Al ſoule are mina, Taith the Lord, Ezek: xviiic 
. I have ne pleaſure in the death of bim that dieth, ver. 3a. And again, As 
] live, ſatth:the: Lord God, 1 haue no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, chap. 
xxxiil. 11. I have ſent my light to enlighten all men, and turn all men, 
and I would have all men receive it, and be turned by it. I have ſhewed 
every man what is , and what I the Lord require of him; and I would 
have every man anſwer the manifeſtation of my light and Spirit in him. 
ve not read God's charge againſt the whole „ Jlai. Xxiv. 5. that they 
had tranſgreſſed the law, changed the ordinance, broken the everlaſting 
covenant ? Why then they all had the law, had the ordinance, had the ever- 
laſting covenant z and for this cauſe it is that the curſe and judgment comes. 
upon them, ver. 6. So that this was the condemnation from the begin- 
ning, and this is the condemnation till, that. light is come into the world, and 
nen love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe. their deeds are evil. Men are not 
condemned for want of light from Chriſt Jeſus; but becauſe they do not 
believe in, and obey that light which they have from him; becauſe they 
believe in the darkneſs, believe in the dark ſpirit, believe in the dark 
power, which riſeth up againſt the miniſtration of light in the heart, and 
do not believe in that which is given of God to diſcover and work it out. 
What ſhould I multiply ſcriptures for? That common ſeripture is abſolutely: 
undeniable (as the Lord opens the heart unto: the ſimplicity of truth, and 
keeps it out of the ſubtil enchanting wiſdom) Jobn iii. 16, 17, For Gad /o. 
loved the world, that he gave his only, begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, Fon God ſent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the: world, through him, might be ſaved. 
What can be more naked and plain than theſe words of Chriſt, who knew 
the very heart of God in this particular, and plainly declares what it is, 
even not to-condemn, not to deſtroy, But to ſaye men from condemnation 
and deſtruction? And would Chriſt have ſo affectionately wept over Jeruſa- 
len, had he known it to be his Father's will and determinate counſel that they 
ſhould have periſhed, and not have been gathered and ſaved by him? I 
ſhall add but one place more, wbere the apoſtle (who knew God's counſel, 
and underſtood the myſtery of election and reprobation, and had the mind 
of Chriſt) ſaith expreſly, that God will have all men to be ſaued, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the trutb, x Tim. ii. 4. What words can be ſpaken 
more plain and full? And let people mind that theſe words are far plainer 


and eaſier to be underſtood than thoſe ſcriptures which treat of election and 
Vor. II. | Cc repro- 


194 POST'S C RIP T. 
reprobation ; which is a deep myſtery; and men muſt come to a growth'in 
the truth, before they can receive that capacity which is neceſſary towards 
the underſtanding of them. But to open the thing a little, as it is now 
in my heart. | JJ ute... -; 
There hath been a three-fold diſpenſation of God to mankind. A dif. 
penſation of the law to the Jews; a diſpenſation of the goſpel (or promiſe, 
which was as well before the law as after it) to the called Jews and Gen- 
tiles; and a ſecret hidden diſpenſation of the myſtery of grace, of the 
myſtery of life and ſalvation, which the apoſtle calls the myſtery hid in the 
Gentiles, Coloſſ. i. 27. For ſomewhat of God, ſomewhat of the nature and 
Spirit of Chriſt, the ſouls of all mankind have had near them, to enlighten 
them, and to turn them from Satan's power to God; though it hath not 
been a thing known to them, but a myſtery hid in them. *ab, He. 
Now that God did caſt off any Jew under the law, or any whom he viſits 
with the grace and power of the goſpel, from a mere abſolute will in him- 
ſelf, becauſe he would deſtroy them and have them periſh, to ſhew forth the 
praiſe of his juſtice, and his abſolute ſovereignty, this the true ſenſe of life 
in me denies; but all have a viſit of that which ſaves heartily and in true 
good-will from God; and he that is turned to that which God hath ſent 
to turn him, ſhall be owned and ſaved thereby. He that believeth in the 
truth, in the light, in the Word nigh, even in the very loweſt appearance 
of it (for the loweſt appearance is the ſame thing in nature with the higheſt, 
and the grace is ſaving in its very loweſt appearance, as well as in its higheſt) 
ſhall be faved thereby. | = 
Now mark: God's grace, God's mercy, God's love, God's light, Gods 
Spirit, God's power, &c. is his own, and he may do with his own what he 
. Now it being by this that he ſtrives, converts, and ſaves; and it 
eing in his own will and good pleaſure how long he will ſtrive and contend 
to ſave; it lieth therefore abſolutely in him, even in his own will, what he will 
do in this kind. He may take advantage againſt rebellious man, and cut 
him off when he will; and again, he may ſtrive and raiſe true ſenſe in a man's 
heart, and give repentance, and pardon his tranſgreſſions, as long as he 
pleaſeth; yea, he may ſo change a man's heart, and fo create him a- new in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo bring him into unity with the pure ſeed, and to that 
eſtate in the ſeed, as that he may have aſſurance he ſhall never be utterly 
caſt off; but that though he ſhould ſin, and tranſgreſs the holy law of God's 
Spirit, his iniquity ſhall be chaſtiſed with ſtripes, and his ſoul recovered and 
brought back thereby, but not utterly rejected by the Lord. Now it being 
thus, hath not God mercy on whom he will? And doth not he harden as 
he pleaſeth ? Did not God give up the Jews to hardneſs, after much ſtriving 
with them ? Did not God give up the Gentiles to hardneſs, and to vain ima- 
ginations concerning the true God, after they had rejected a meaſure of the 
true knowledge ? Rom. i. 21. Have not the veſſels of wrath, who are fitted 
to deſtruction, a day of much long-ſuffering firſt ? Rom. ix. 22. Had = 


deceitfulnęſs of ſin, to be hardened by it. Now this liveth in God's own 
n 
ing to his own wiſdom and counſel; ſo tliat it may be truly 1 


POSTSCRIPT, _ ” 
the old world, who were fitted for that deſtruction of the flood, a long 


day of patience and forbearance from God, his Spirit reproving of them, 


and ſtriving with them? To what end did God forbear them, and cauſe his 
Spirit to ſtrive with them? Was it not to lead them to repentance, that 
thereby they might have avoided that deſtruction, which, by their rebellion 
and ſtiffneſs of ſpirit againſt God's good and tender Spirit, they were fitted 
for, and expoſed to? See Rom. ii. 4. So for Cain, how tenderly did God 
deal with him | how, uprightly did God ſeek his good! Would not God 
have had him come to à true ſenſe and repentance ? Would not God have 
had him believed and offered in the faith, and been accepted as his brother 
was? And for. Pharaoh, God indeed was againſt that nature and ſpirit in 
him which oppreſſed Iſrael; but would not the Lord have had him denied 
and turned from that nature and ſpirit, and let Iſrael go? God would 
have no man do evil, and bring upon themſelves deſtrustion; though in 
his juſt judgment he is many times provoked to give men up to that Which 
leadeth into and hardeneth in evil. So not only Pharaoh, but Iſrael alſo, 
was given up to their own hearts luſts, when they would none of the Lord, 
nor hearken to his counſel, Pſal. Ixxxi. 12. But faith the Lord, oh ! that 
it had been otherwiſe! Oh ! that my people had bearkened unto me ! &c. it 
ſhould then have been otherwiſe with them, ver. 13, See. 
So that God of himſelf doth not. deſire the deſtruction of his creature; 
nor doth he deſire to harden them, or to give them up. to a deluding Spirit, 
that they might be damned; but men firit refuſe the truth, and turn from 


it, or let it go; not receiving it in the love of it, or not liking to retain 


the knowledge of it (which is death to the man's corrupt nature, ſpirit, 
will, and wiſdom, and ſuch a croſs and yoke as he is in no-wiſe willing 
to bear); and then the Lord, in his juſt judgment, gives them up to the 


breaſt when and to whom to do it, according to his own will, and _ 
FOperly 
laid, he. bath mercy and compaſſion. on whom he will, and whom be will he bar- 
aeneth, But that God hath determined to harden any, without giving them 
a day of mercy1; or that it is God's will and determinate counſel that men 
ſhould reject the day of his mercy and precious invitation, that they might 
be hardened by him and periſh; this is not God's truth, but men's miſap- 
prehenſions upon true words, gathering meanings therefrom in their own 
wiidom, and not waiting upon God till he cauſe the true light to ſhine in 

them, and thereby give them the true knowledge and underitanding. 
Therefore, ſince there is ſuch mercy in God towards all, and he hath 
given all men a day of viſitation, greater or leſſer; yea, ſince of late he 
nath cauſed his light to ſhine forth, and given this age ſuch a viſitation as 
many ages have not had, oh! let men take heed how they cloſe their eyes, 
ſtop their ears, and. harden their hearts againſt it, leſt they provoke God 
to give them up to their own imaginary, conceited, fleſhly comprehenſive 
| | * | knows 
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knowledge of the letter, and fo ſeal them up in that hardneſs ef heut and 
deafneſs of ſpirit which they firſt gave theifſelves up to. For the Jetter, 
without the Spirit, killeth; and fo doth all literal Rnewedge: and there 
needs no greater curſe from God (it will ſufficiently avenge the cauſe of his 
reproached light, and holy 'covenant-of fe in Chiriſt Jeſus, now abundantly 
revealed and made manifeſt) than to eleſe mens eyes, and ſtop their ears, 
and harden their hearts (in their literal knowledges and practices) from be- 
holding and partaking of che precious life and virtue of the holy and Irving 
N in Chriſt Jeſus che Lord, "wherewith!Ged-vifeth-and redeemeth 
Nis people. 5 | Ew 

Indeed the phyſician is come inwardly and ſpiritually, and he inwardly 
heals and reſtoreth his ee, Lacht) Eng Ber ce öck, the diet 
the broken, the wou pouring oil into their wounds, and healing 
them. But there are ſome who are ſo ſound and whole in their notional 
* and practices, that they have no need of the phyſician, and 
them the phyſician paſſeth by, as unworthy of him, and whom he intend- 
eth ſhall have no ſhare with him. Epbraim is joined to idols (he is well, he 

hath * he hath no need of me) let bim alone, ſaith the Lord. I will 
pour out the choice virtue of my ſpiritual life and redeeming power among 
my gathered ſheep and lambs, who have need thereof, and will rejoice 
therein. Theſe will know my voice; theſe will juſtify the appearance of 
my Spirit and power; theſe love the ſavour of my anointing and pre- 
cious ointment, which runs down from the head upon all the living body, 
and theſe ſhall have it. Theſe underſtand how I have mercy on whom 1 
will, and whom I will I harden; and it is my will to have mercy on theſe 
my once-greatly-diſtreſſed-ones, and to deſtroy (inwardly to — oh! 
who knows what that means!) the fat and the ſtrong, and to feed them 
with judgment. Oh! that men did know to whom the mercy and to whom 
the judgment belongs! To the wiſdom of the fleſh, to the wiſe compre- 
henders of the things of God after the fleſh, is the judgment: to the poor, 
to the diſtreſſed, to the broken in ſpirit (not to them that are at eaſe in their 
literal knowledge, but to the mourners in Sion after the holy God, and 
His living power and righteouſneſs) is the everlaſting goſpel, the 'mercy, 
the love, the peace, the binding- up, the redemption which is by Chrift Je- 
ſus, the living miniſter in the holy ſanctuary of our God. 
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By a long Mourner and Traveller after, bet ur length an happy Experience 


of, the Truth, as it is in Jesvs, 
ISAAC PENNINGTON. 
Bleſſed are the eyes which ſee the things that ye ſee, TuKE x. 23, 
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; RUE knowledge and true experience, eſpecially cencerning things of 
I Qneceſſity, and great concern to the ſoul, is very precious. As83-to 
know the true foundation, the corner-ſtone, which God lays: in; his ſpiritual 
Sion; and the heavenly Jeruſalem, which is the mother of all that are born 
of God; and the gathering out: of the ſpirit of this world (with the vanity 
and falſhood thereof) into God's Spirit, which is truth and no lye; and the 
building up of the holy temple; in which God appears, and is worſhipped; 
and the heavenly communion with the Father and Son, in the one pure 
light which, {ſhines from them into the heart} and he one faith, the one 
circumciſion, the one baptiſm, the one holy mountain, the one feaſt of fat 
things made thereon; the one water of life, the one bread, the one cup of 
ſalvation, &c. J . 5 
Now the things of the kingdom are all at the diſpoſal of the king there- 
of. To him all power is given, in him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge; he hath life in himſelf, and he hath life to diſpoſe of, and 
diſpenſe to his. He gives the true knowledge, which is life eternal; he 
ves repentance, and remiſſion of ſins. He teacheth to believe in the Fa- 
er, and he giveth faith alſo. He is the Shepherd of the ſheep, who by 
his · voice quickeneth, and maketh alive, and leadeth, and preſerveth, and 
nouriſheth up to life eternal. Therefore, whoever will underſtand aright, 
muſt receive underſtanding from. him; and whoever will repent aright, 
muſt receive repentance from him; and whoever will believe aright, mult 
receive faith from him; and whoever will hear and ſee aright, muſt re- 
ceive an ear and eye from him; and whoever will come unto him, and 
receive him, muſt witneſs that new heart forming or formed in him, where- 
with and whereby he is received. Men greatly miſtake and err about the 
goſpel knowledge and religion, by beginning therein without the goſpel- 
ſpirit and power. 


There- 
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Therefore that man that would not be deceived, and loſe his foul for 
ever, let him take heed how he begins, how he ſtands, and how he pro- 
ceeds in his religion. The Jews ſtood in the revelation of God's Spirit and 
power outwardly ; and the ſtate of the Chriſtians, the new-coyenant ſtate, 
ſtands in the revelation of God's Spirit and power inwardly : for none can 
beget a new-birth to God inwardly, but his own Spirit and power work- 
ing inwardly in the heart. h nc 1: I n 
Therefore, thou that wouldſt live with God for ever, and not periſh from 
the preſence and glory of his power, mind theſe three things | 
Firſt, God's inward viſiting thee, and making a real change in thee. I 
do not mean a change in thy mind from one notion to another; but a 
change in thy heart from one nature and ſpirit to another. This is the great 
work, which nothing but the mighty power of God, which taifed Jeſus 
from the dead, can effect in the hearts of the children of men. Now that 
this may be wrought out in thee, wait for the appearing and working of 
that power, which (by its appearing and working) doth effect it daily more 
and more in thoſe that unite to it, and give up to its operations. Oh! 
wait to feel the power begetting ſomewhat of its own nature in thee, leaven- 
ing thee into its nature by the pure heavenly leaven wherewith God waits 
to leaven thy heart! Thus feel thy beginning from the true root, from 
the holy principle, from the ſeed of the — hy and then wait to feel 
that grow up in thee, and to grow up therefrom, that as the beginning 
is pure, ſo the growth may be pure alſo. For after God hath viſited thee, 
and begotten ſome what in thee, and leavened thee in ſome meaſure, ſo 
that there is true life, true ſenſe, true hungerings, true breathings after the 
Lord and his righteouſneſs, after the fountain of living waters, then (in the 
next place) mind and wait to learn of the true teacher how to come to the 
true waters, that thou mayeſt drink thereof, and of no dirty puddle, of 
thy own or any other's forming. Where are theſe waters diſpenſed, and 
where are they to be found? Why in the new covenant, which God makes 
with the hungry and thirſty ſouls, as they come to the Shepherd, and hear 
his voice, and learn of him, and follow him. Therefore thou. muſt wait to 
diſtinguiſh ſpirits, and the knocks of ſpirits in thy own heart. Thou muſt 
know when the Shepherd knocks, and when the ſtranger knocks; and let 
in the Shepherd when he knocks, and not let in the ſtranger when he knocks. 
Thus, by knowing him, inclining thine ear to him, and hearing his voice, 
thou comeſt to have the everlaſting covenant made with thy ſoul, even the 
ſure mercies of David, wherein the union with God is. ſure, the teacher 
ſure, never more to be removed from thee ; the fear which God puts into 
the heart ſure; the law of the new life ſure, being ſo written in thy heart 
by the finger of God's Spirit as none can blot out; the love of God ſure, 
bis preſervation ſure, the inheritance of life ſure. O ſweet covenant! O 
holy covenant! O bleſſed covenant! and bleſſed are all thoſe ſouls 2 
| | om 
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wkotii God makes this covenant, and who are kept. by him in the. ſenſe, and 
Now, taſtly, after God hath made this covenant with thee, and ſpoken 
ace to thee, and given thee af the powes, righteouſneſs, and joy of the 
Eagles, and ſet the holy hedge of his power and wall of ſalvation about 
thee, thou muſt take heet of going forth after any luſt, after any deſire of 
the fleſh, after any temptation of the enemy; thou muſt keep within the 
holy limits, and not touch any dead or unclean thing, leſt thou be defiled, 
and ſo in degree feparated: from him who is pure. | 92 
The occaſion of what follows was -briefly thus: 5 | | 
There was a controverfy between me and another about many of theſe 
things, towards whom my love was in a travail; and having a ſenſe on n 
heart that the enemy makes uſe- of the wrong apprehenſions and miſtakes 
he begets in mens minds about theſe things, contrary to the true knowled 
and experience which God giveth to the children which are born. of, t 
heavenly womb, who indeed alone can rightly plead for and juſtify their 
mother, in this day of great ſtrife and contention about the kingdom, and 
the right heir thereof; I ſay, having this ſenſe on my heart, and theſe things 
naturally ſpringing up and opening in me upon this occaſion, I was drawn 
in love, and in the motion. of life, thus to give them forth to others, hope- 
ing that the Lord may th open the minds of ſome towards, and con- 
firm the minds of others in, tenſe and belief of the truth, and the in- 
ward manifeſtation of his Spirit, which diſcavers and ſtrives. againſt the 
darkneſs, haſts, and corruptions in them. The Lord give people the ſenſe 
of the ſtrivings and reproofs of his Holy Spirit inwardly in their hearts, 
and join their ſpirits thereto, that they may receive light, life, virtue, and 
ſtrength from his Holy Spirit, and thereby witneſs the overcoming and 
keeping under the enemy of their ſouls, that they may know what it is to 
have the ſeed of the woman bruiſe the ſerpent's head in their own particu- 
lars, that fo the holy child Jeſus may be exalted (his horn exalted in them) 
and he may reign, and exerciſe his government in them, and they may 
become kings and prieſts to God, and reign in him over all that his power 
is ordained to break and keep under, yea, utterly conſume and deſtroy, in 


he hearts of thoſe that ſubmit themſelves willingly to him, and walk in the 
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light and leadings of his Holy Spirit. Amen, 
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NAKED TRUTH. 
Given forth by Way of | 
QUESTION and ANSWER. 


* * 


* E 8 
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I. Concerning underſtanding the Holy Scriptures truly and aright. 
Queſt. \ A 4 ETHER the ſcriptures can be underſtood aright, without 
| the light of God's Holy Spirit ſhining inwardly in the heart, 
| and giving the true underſtanding of them ? 

Anſw. No; not poſſibly. For as the outward eye cannot poſlibly ſee 
without the ſhining of fome outward light, no more can the inward eye ſee 
without the ſhining of the inward light. God, who commanded light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, cauſeth the light of his Spirit to ſhine in the hearts of 
people according to his holy pleaſure, and thereby they come to ſee. God 
| teeth all things in his own light, in the light of his pure eternal Spirit; 

and in his light do the children of light ſee light. The things of God's 
kingdom are holy myſteries, and the words which he ſpeaks concerning thoſe 
holy myſteries none can underſtand, but as he pleaſeth to open and reveal 
them. He hath given us an underſtanding to know him that is true, 1 John 
v. 20. The inſpiration of the Almighty giveth underſtanding, (Job xxxii. 8.) 
without which, man is dead, and can neither hear, nor ſee, nor underſtand 
any of the things of God's kingdom. i 8 


II. Concerning the illuminating Spirit, and ſanfifying Spirit. 


Queſt. Whether the illuminating and ſanfifying Spirit be one and the ſame 
Vpirit or no? becauſe it is affirmed by ſome (and written by one to me as a found 
aiſtintion of divines, which diſtinftion he ſaith he hath a mind I ſhould learn) 


that there is a Spirit of ſanctification, and that is peculiar to the godly; and 
Vol. II. Dd | there 
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202 Waked Truth. 5 
there is a Spirit illuminating, and that is oft vouchſafed to the wicked, as it was 

Anſw. The Spirit which illuminateth, and the Spirit which ſanctifieth, is 
one and the ſame Spirit; and the illumination of the Spirit is in order unto 
ſanctification. The ſame light which diſcovereth the darkneſs, alſo chaſeth 
away the darkneſs, as it is received and ſubjected to, and purifieth the 
mind; for the light hath not only a property of enlightening, but alſo of 
cleanfing and ſanctifying. And the reaſon why men are not changed, juſti- 
fied, and ſanctified, in and by the light, is becauſe they love it not, and 
bring not their hearts and deeds to it; and ſo it is their reprover and con- 
demner, and not their juſtifier and ſanctifier. But the ſame Spirit, light, 
and life which enlighteneth, alſo ſanctifieth, and there is not another. 


III. ; Concerning. the Holy Spirit of God, ond the Holy Scriptures 


Queſt. Vpetber they be always joined; or ſome may have the Spirit, who hav 
not the ſcriptures; and ſome may have the ſcriptures who have not the Spirit? 


Anſe. The E Spirit of God, and the holy ſcriptures, are not always 


joined together; for ſome in the dark corners of the earth may be viſited 
by the Spirit, become ſenſible of the Spirit, and receive the Spirit, who ne- 
ver heard of the ſcriptures; and many may have the ſcriptures, and yet be 
very ignorant of, and ſtrangers to, God's Holy Spirit; as the Jews were, 
who had them read in their ſynagogues every ſabbath-day, and yet Chriſt 


told them, Ze neither know the ſcriptures, nor the power of God. 


IV. Concerning the Law of the Lord, which 1s perfed, and which 
| converts the Soul. Z 


Queſt. What is the law of the Lord, which is perfect, and converts the ſoul? 
Is it the outward law or writing in the letter, or the inward law and writing 
in the Spirit ? | | PR. 

Anſw. No man is, or ever was, or ever can be, converted to God from 
the inward law of ſin and death, but by the inward law of life and righteouſ- 
neſs written in the heart; and I am ſure that law is perfect, the new cove- 
nant is perfect, and the law thereof perfect; the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus perfect, which converts the mind to Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
of God, and ſets it free from the law of ſin and death. And David was a 
ſpiritual man, and knew the inward covenant, and the inward creating of 
the heart anew, and God's holy and free Spirit, and the law and teſtimony 
thereof. I will grant a great deal to the letter and miniſtration outward ; 
but I muſt attribute more to the inward; or elſe God's light, and the holy 
experience which he hath given me, will condemn me. And as the Jew 


outward had the law, and teſtimony, and ſtatutes outward; ſo I am * 
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and Iſrael of God, in this 


Naked Truth, 203 


the true Jew, the Jew inward, hath the law, and teſtimony, and ſtatutes 


inward, written in his heart by the finger of God's Spirit; yea, and the 


ſame Spirit 2 within him, to cauſe him to keep this law, and the holy 
teſtimony, ſtatutes, and 2 of the Lord; and the ſpiritual Jacob, 

e day of their redemption and ſalvation from 
on high, ® follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes, and walk in the light 
of the Lord, 


V. Concerning David's Longings, expreſſed in Pſal. xlii. xliii. cxix. 
and other Places. 


Queſt. Were David's longings more after the law outward, or after the law 
and light of God's Spirit inward ? | | | | 

Anſtw. David was a man after God's own heart; a man that knew an in- 
ward and clean heart of God's creating, and knew the free Spirit of the 
Lord, and the freſh ſpringing life thereof, and the leadings of the pure 
living truth inwardly in his heart, and this was it he moſt eſpecially prized 
and longed after. Create in me à clean heart, O God, and renew a right. ſpirit 
within me, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me, &c. ſaith he (Pſal. li. 10, 11.) 
after his fall, ſhewing what he had been acquainted with before, and what 
he now (God having touched his ſpirit afreſh) began to long after again. 
And faith he, in another place, Oh ! /end out thy light and thy truth; let them 
lead me, let them bring me unto thy hill, and to thy tabernacles, Pſal. xliii. 3. Oh! 
the ſweetneſs of light within, truth within ! Oh! the precious leadings and 
drawings thereof, which were once felt, upon a freſh and tender remem- 
brance thereof, cannot but be longed after again 


VI. Concerning the Sun, or Fountain of ſpiritual Light. 


Queſt. Whether the holy ſcriptures, or written teſtimonies, be the ſun or foun- 
tain, and the light within but a ray or ſtream from them? (as is affirmed by my 
antagoniſt ). 0 | 

Anſw. It is juſt quite contrary : for the holy men ſpake the holy words 
from the inward light and quickening life of God's Spirit within them; fo 
that that was the fountain in them, and is ſo ſtill. th thee is the fountain 
life; and be that believeth, as the ſcriptures have ſaid, out of his belly ſhall 
eco rivers of living water. This ſpake he of the Spirit (John vii. 39.) that is 
the fountain. The water that T ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a well of water 


ſpringing up into everlaſting life, John iv. 14. Who eſteems and honours the 


(criptures aright? He that believes their teſtimony, comes to Chriſt, and 
makes his Spirit, light, and life all; or he that ſets the ſcriptures in the 
lead of that Word of life which they came from, teſtify of, and point men 


io, as.the fountain and foundation of life and ſalvation to all mankind 2 
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VII. Concerning the Word's being a Fire and a Hammer, to burn up 
* the Chaff, and break the Rocks in Pieces. | 


Queſt. 1s the Word, which is a fire and hammer, the teſtimonies and declara- 
tions of the holy ſcriptures without, or the Word nigh in the mouth and heart ? 

Anſw. That which I have felt hammering inwardly, that which J have 
felt burning inwardly (unquenchably, as the mind has been kept to it) has 
been the Word of li itſelf, from which the good words and holy teſtimonies 
proceed. That which does the work in the inward Jew, is the inward mi- 
niſtration of the inward covenant, the appearance of God there': he is the 
conſuming fire; he is the Spirit of judgment and burning, who, by his 
holy flamings inwardly, burns up the filth of the daughter of Sion. A man 
may be exerciſed in the letter all his days, and yet witneſs nothing of this in- 
wardly in truth and righteouſneſs ; but he whom the Spirit of judgment and 


burning inwardly comes nigh,” and whoſe fleſh is kept in that holy furnace, 


it will be conſumed there day by day, until it be quite waſted and deſtroyed, 


and ſo he come to be judged according to the fleſh, and to live to God in 
the Spirit. b | 


VIII. Concerning God's writing his Law in the Heart. 


Queſt. How doth God write his law in the heart ? | 

Anſw. By his Spirit and power working there, whereby he both creates 
a new heart, and writes the new law, even the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus, in the new heart. The iſies ſhall wait for his law. Whoſe 
law? The law of the Meſſiah, the law of grace, which gives dominion; 
the law of the anointing, the law of the new-birth, the law of the holy ſeed. 
His ſeed remaineth in him, 1 John iii. 9. In that ſeed is the new nature, and 


the new law both. What is the law of ſin? What is the law of death? 
How is it written in the heart? How doth the enemy write it there, but by 


his corrupt ſpirit and nature? And doth not God, by his holy Spirit and 
nature, write the new law, the law of life, in the hearts of thoſe that are 


renewed and made tender to the impreſſions of his holy quickening power ? 


Every motion and drawing whereof is a law to them who are born of the 


Spirit, and taught of God to eye and walk after the quickening Spirit. 


IX. Concerning the inward Light of God's Spirit. 


Queſt. bat is it which the mind is to be turned to, to enlighten it, and to 

wort the darkneſs and corruption out of it? | 0 
Anſto. It is no leſs than the light of God's Spirit; nothing elſe can do it. 
The day-ſpring muſt ariſe from on high in the heart, or there will be night for 
ever there. All notions or apprehenſions concerning the light will not do 
tz 
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Maled Truth, 20g 
it; it is the ſhining of the light alone inwardly which is able to expel the 
darknefs there. It was not for nothing that Chriſt came a light to. enlighten 
men, and directed men to follow him the light, that they might not abide 
in darkneſs, and that he ſent his apoſtles with this meſſage, that God is hight, 
and in bim is no darkneſs at all; and fo gave his apoſtles wiſdom, authority, 
and power to turn men from the darkneſs to the light. And if the darkneſs 
was within, which they were to be turned from, ſurely the light muſt ſhine 
within, to diſcover the darkneſs, and to that light muſt they be turned. And 
in this light the Holy Spirit 1s received, and dwells there ; but out of this 
light, and the limits thereof, in every heart, dwells the unclean and dark 
ſpirit, and hath power and rule there; for nothing but the light and ſtrength 
of God's Spirit is able to break his kingdom and dominion inwardly in the 
heart. 5 


X. Concerning the Minifters and Miniftry of the Goſpel. 


' Queſt. Who are the miniſters, and what is the miniftry of the goſpel? 
 Anſw, They are the miniſters of the goſpel who have received the Spirit 
and power wherein the miniſtry of the goſpel ſtands. For Chriſt came in 
the Spirit and power of the Father, and he ſends his apoſtles and miniſters 
in the ſame Spirit and power, that they might be able to beget, and reach 
to that birth which is to be begotten and miniſtered to. It is one thing to 
be a miniſter of the law, and to miniſter letter; and another thing to be a 
miniſter of the goſpel, and to miniſter Spirit. The apoſtles were able mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament; not of the letter, but of the Spirit; and ſo 
are all in a degree, who ſucceed them in any meaſure or proportion of their 
miniſtry. For the miniſtry of the goſpel is in the light, Spirit, and power 
of the Moſt High, to turn peoples minds to a proportion of the ſame light, 
Spirit, and power in themſelves, and ſo to come to the manifeſtation and 
quickening of the ſame life in themſelves, that ſo they may walk in the 
ſame light. For the life is the light; and he can never have light, or ſee 


light, who comes not firſt to feel ſome virtue from the quickening power. 


Oh! how precious is this miniſtry! Bleſſed be the Lord for his renewing 
of it in theſe our days! And this miniſtry is not to be confined to an out- 
ward order of men, as the miniſtry of the law was; but whoever hath re- 
ceived the gift, ſo he is to miniſter, as the Lord guides, leads, and orders 
him in the uſe of that gift which he hath beſtowed upon him for that end. 
And what if he be an herdſman, a fiſnerman, a tent-maker, or the like? 
Yet if God hath poured out his Spirit upon him, and openeth his mouth, 


he hath not only liberty, but more, even authority, from the Lord God Al- 


mighty to ſpeak in his name, either for turning men unto Chriſt, the light 
and life of men, or for building men up in their holy faith in him, whoſe. 
Spirit and power was and is the reſurrection in the life for evermore.. 


XI. 
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XI. Concerning trying of Spirits, and Searching the Heart. 


Queſt. What is it which ſearcheth the heart, and infallibly tries ſpirits? 

Anſw. God's Spirit, God's word nigh in the heart and mouth, ſepa- 
rateth and giveth true diſcerning and judgment there, to all whoſe ears are 
circumciſed and inclined to it. God's Spirit is the ſpirit of judgment; and 
where he is given, the Spirit of judgment is given, and he judgeth in his 
children by the quickening life and ſenſe he beſtoweth on them, which dif. 
tinguiſheth between life and death, between truth and deceit ; yea, between 
the ſame words, when they come from the dead ſpirit, and when they are 
ſpoken in his living power: Chriſt gives his Spirit to his ſheep, which gives 
them to know his voice, to know when life ſpeaks, and when words are 
living, and food for the living; and-in what mouth they are dead, and can- 
not yield living nouriſhment. 


XII. Concerning things neceſſary to Salvation. 
Queſt. Whether all things neceſſary to ſalvation be contained in the ſerip- 


tures ? Ds 

Anſw. The ſcriptures give teſtimony concerning the one thing neceſſary 
to ſalvation; but the thing itſelf, Chriſt himſelf, the ſeed itſelf, is not con- 
tained in the ſcriptures, but revealed in the ſhinings of the true light, and 
ſo received or rejected inwardly in the heart. Behold I ſtand at the door and 
knock. Bleſſed are they that hear his voice, and believe him knocking, and 
open to him, and receive him, who gives eternal life and power to become 


ſons of God to as many as receive him, and believe in, and give up to, the 


inward revealings of his redeeming arm and power therein. To whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed? To them in whom, and to whom, this arm is re- 
vealed, Chriſt is revealed ; and they in whom, and to whom, Chriſt is revealed, 
know the one thing neceſſary, even him who is life eternal, in whom all other 
neceſſary things are wrapped up, and by whom they are conveyed to the 
foul, according to its need, by him who is faithful in all his houſe, and takes 
care of every ſheep which the Father committeth to him. | 


XIII. Concerning the true Goſpel-Church, or Society. 


Queſt. What is the true goſpel-church, or ſociety ? uf 

Anſw. A company of true believers in the Spirit and power of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. A company of true Jews, inward Jews, Jews in Spirit, of the 
true circumciſion, whom the Father hath ſought out, and made true inwa 


worſhippers; ſuch as are gathered to the name, and gathered together in 


the name of the Lord Jeſus, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices to God through 
him. A company of living ſtones, who have received life from him, tne 
| foundation- 
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foundation-ſtone z and meet together to wait upon, and worſhip the Father, 
in the light and Spirit which they have received from him. This is the 
holy church, or living aſſembly of the New Teſtament ; bleſſed are they 
that are of it! For about this church is the wall of ſalvation; and they 
that are added by God's Spirit and power to this church, and abide in it, 
ſhall certainly be ſa vet. | | 


XIV. Concerning tbe Way to Salvation. 


Queſt. Which is the certain and infallible way to ſalvation? 

Anfw. It is a new and living way; it is fuch a way as none but the livin 
can walk in. It is an holy way, which none but the cleanſed, the ranſomed 
the redeemed of the Lord, can ſet one ſtep in. The way, the life, and 
the truth are all one ; bleſſed are they that find it, and walk in it! In plain 
and expreſs terms, it is the Lord Jeſus, the light of the Lord Jeſus, the 
life of the Lord Jeſus, the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, the truth as it is in him, 
his wiſdom, his power, he himſelf, the covenant or holy limit between God 
and the ſoul, He that comes into him, comes into the way; he that 
avides in him, abides in the way ; he that walks in him, walks in the 
way. He that comes to his light, his life, his Spirit, his truth in the in- 
ward parts, comes to him; he that abides therein, abides in him; he that 
walks therein, walks in him: and he that walks out of the light and lead- 


ings of his Spirit, let him walk in what form he will, yet he walks not in 
him the way. | | 


XV. Concerning Chriſt's ſaving the Soul. 


Queſt. How doth Chriſt ſave the ſoul? 

Anſw. By viſiting inwardly, knocking inwardly, appearing inwardly, cauſing 
the light of life to ſhine inwardly, and ſo enlightening and quickening inward- 
ly, breaking the ſtrength of the enemy inwardly, and bringing out of the re- 
gion and ſhadow of darkneſs inwardly, into the region and path of light. By 
the light and power of his Spirit he begets a child of light ; which child of 
light he brings out of Egypt, the dark land; out of Sodom, the filthy un- 
clean land; out of Babylon, the land and city of confuſion (where the Spirit of 
the living God, and the holy order of life, and his precious government in 
the heart, is not ſo much as known), and brings him into the light, where 
he and his Father dwells. And this child of light is not of the nature of 
darkneſs, but light in the Lord, and walks in the light, as he is in the 
light; and by the further ſhining and working of the light and life in him, 
he preſerves and ſaves him daily more and more, 
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XVI. Concerning Regeneration, or the New-Birth. 


Queſt. What is regeneration, or the new-birth ? 4 60 

Anſw. It is an inward change, by the Spirit and power of the livin 
God, into his own nature. It is a being begotten of his Spirit, born of 
his Spirit; begotten into, and born of the very nature of his Spirit. (That 
which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit, John iii.) It is not every change of 
mind which is the right change ; but only that which God, by the very 
ſame power wherewith he raiſed our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the grave, makes 
in the hearts of thoſe whom he viſits; who are ſenſible of, receive, and are 
ſubject to his inward life, light, and power. 8 


XVII. Concerning true Holieſs. 


Queſt. bat is true holineſs ? | | 

Anſw. That holy nature, and thoſe holy actions, which ariſe from the holy 
root; all elſe are but imitations of holineſs, not the true holineſs. The 
tree muſt be made good firſt, and then the fruit will be good alſo: There 
are many likeneſſes of the true holineſs up and down in ſeveral profeſſions ; 
but there is no real holineſs to be found, nor righteouſneſs neither, but in 
the trees of God's planting, in the branches which are by him ingrafted 
into the true vine and olive-tree, whoſe ſtrength of virtue and holineſs lies in 

the ſap, which they daily receive from him. 


XVIII. Concerning Chriſt's Works outwardly in the Days of his Fleſh, 


and inwardly in the Day and inward Shining of the Light of bis 


Spirit in the Heart. 


Queſt. Which are greater, the works which Chrift did outwardly on the bodies 
of men in the days of his fleſh, or which he doth inwardly in mens minds and ſpi- 
rits by the powerful appearance and operation of his Spirit? Becauſe Chriſt ſaid, 


the works that be did, thoſe that believed on him ſhould do, and greater alſo, be- 


cauſe he went to the Father, John xiv. 12. 

Anſw. Doubtleſs to reach to the ſoul, and quicken the ſoul, and raiſe 
the ſoul out of the grave of death, and cure the blindneſs, deafneſs, hard- 
neſs, and diſeaſes of the ſoul, is greater than the outward, and was ſignified 
by the outward. 


. Concerning the Yoke, or Croſs of Chriſt, | 


Queſt. hat is the yoke or croſs of Chriſt ? | 
Anſto. It is inward, as that which is to be crucified is chiefly inward. It 


is that gift of God, that light of his Spirit, which is contrary to the __ 
| neſs, 
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neſs, contrary to all that is corrupt; which wills and wars againſt it; and 


being received, ſubjected to, and borne patiently, takes away the life of 


the fleſh, the will and wiſdom of the fleſh, and all the ſubtil reaſonings and 


devices of the fleſhly part; and ſo that languiſhes and dies, and God's plant 
is caſed of it; and the foul abiding under this croſs, comes into the true, 
pure, and perfect liberty, where it hath ſcope unto holineſs, freedom unto 
righteouſneſs, and is in ſtrait bonds and holy chains from all liberty to the 
fleſh, and from all unholineſs and unrighteouſneſs of every kind. 


XX. Concerning making our Calling and Election ſure. 


Queſt. How may a man make his calling and election ſure? 
Anſww. By making the gift of God ſure to him; by making that ſure to him 
wherein his calling and election is. For the choice is of the ſeed, the holy 
ſeed, the inward ſeed, the ſeed of God's Spirit, and of the creature as joined 
to the ſeed, God would have none to periſh ; but would have all come to 
tne knowledge of Chriſt the truth, who is the ſeed, in whom the election 
ftands : and his holy advice to men is, whom he begins to call and to lead 
towards the election, to make their calling and election ſure. So that the 
way of making the calling and election ſure is, to make the gift ſure, the 
iced ſure, the leaven ſure, the pearl ſure, which God will never reject, nor 
any that are found in true union with it, and in the love and obedience of 
it, Oh! therefore, as God viſits with power (with his powerful gift) and as 
taou receiveſt power, dominion, and authority over ſin (for in this gift is 
God's dominion and authority revealed) be faithful to the gifr, be faithful 
to the power, give up to the truth in the inward parts, come into it, dwell 
in it, that thou mayſt feel its virtue and delivering nature from every en- 
having and embondaging thing, and then ſtand faſt in the liberty where- 
wich Chriſt the Lord (by the life, virtue, and power of his truth) ſets thee 
tree. And ſo here thou wilt read thy calling, and read thy election day 
by day; and find them ſealed, and ſure to thee, in that truth, in that gift, 
in that heavenly light, in that holy ſeed, which came from God, and is of 
him, and which he delights.to own, and will never reject. | 


XXI. Concerning Prayer. 


Queſt. What is the true prayer? 

Auſw. The breathings which ariſe from the true birth, from the living 
ſenſe which God gives to the true birth; theſe are the true prayer. There is 
a Spirit of prayer and ſupplication given by God to his children to wreſtle 


and prevail with him by. All prayer that ariſes from, and is given by, 


chat Spirit, is true prayer; all other prayer is not right and true, but at 
beſt but an imitation of the true. We know not what to pray for as we ought ; 
% the Spirit maketh interceſſion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. . 
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Mark : the very groanings that come from God's Spirit, from his breathing 
and work upon the heart, are right prayers in God's fight; but other ſighs 
and groans are not ſo. p SEA PD | Tr 


XXII. Concerning Repentante. 


Queſt. Which is the true repentance ? | 6 

Anſw. That which Chriſt gives, whom God hath exalted to be the prince 
and Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins, A#s v. 31. It is 
not in man's power to repent ; his heart is hard and impenitent. It is 
God's power which melteth, tendereth, and changeth the heart. So that 
there 1s a great difference between the ſenſe and forrow of man's nature, 
and the ſenſe and ſorrow which God gives to the heart which he renews and 
changes. The one is of an earthly, the other of a heavenly, nature. The 
one is like the early dew, or morning cloud, it ſoon paſſeth away; the other 
is written in the new heart, and abideth. So that in it there is a real 
ſorrow and mourning over the corrupt nature, and all the dead works of 
the fleſh, and a turning from them, and meddling no more with them. 
This 1s the repentance of the renewed-ones, which is the gift of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt unto them, and is a godly ſorrow for ſin not to be repented of. 


XXIII. Concerning Faith. 


Queſt. What is the true faith? | 
Anſw. It is a belief in the power which ſaves, from a true ſenſe and ex- 
perience of it in the heart. For the power which ſaves muſt firſt manifeſt 


itſelf, before it can be believed in; and how doth it manifeſt itſelf, but by 


ſhining in the heart, which hath been darkened by tranſgreſſion, to open 
the eye of the underſtanding, which the god of the world hath ' blinded, 
and to unſtop the deaf ear, and fo it begets and creates ſomewhat capable 
to receive its further manifeſtatign. The ſcripture ſpeaks of a new creation 
in Chriſt. Indeed all true believers are ſo: and they have the ability, the 


faculty, the power of believing from him who creates them anew. There 


is that which is called faith in unregenerate men; but that is not the faith 
I am now ſpeaking of, but that which is the gift of God to his own birth, 
to his own begotten. To you it is given not only to believe, &c. Phil. i. 29. 
Mark: it is given to believe. Oh! this holy gift! this faith of the new-birth 
is the faith which pleaſeth God, prevaileth with him, purifieth the heart to 
which it is given, giveth acceſs to God, intereſt in his power and promiſes, 
and victory over the worldly nature, and over all the ſouPs enemies. Bleſſed 


| be the Lord for beſtowing and increaſing it in the hearts of his children. 


XXIV. 


nn e 


ea» 


T OW 09 0 OT” 


Naked Truth, _ 


XXIV. Concerning Obedience. 

Anſwer. The obedience which flows from the true underſtanding of God's 
will, and from the holy nature which he begets in the heart. It is the 
obedience which flows from true ſenſe, true underſtanding, and true faith, 


| 


There is no birth can believe aright but one; nor is there any birth can 


obey aright, but that birth which believes aright. The true believing is 
from the quickening virtue of Gad's Spirit (all other faith is but dead faith); 
and the true obedience is in the newneſs of the Spirit, Rom. vi. 4. and vii. 
6. Man may ftrive to underſtand and obey all his days ; but he can do 
neither, but as he is quickened, taught, and enabled of-the Lord. Teach 
me, O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes, Pal. cxix. 33. There is a myſtical path 
of life. The way of wiſdom, the way of holineſs, the holy ſkill of obey» 
ing the truth, is hid from all living, from all mankind, but ſuch as are be- 
gotten and brought up by him in the holy ſkill and myſtery of ſubjection 
to the Lord. Thy people ſhall be a willing people in the day of thy power. It 
is the power of God that works the will in the heart, and the ſame Power 
works to do alſo; and none can learn either to will or to do aright, but as 

they come to be acquainted with that power, joined to that power, and feel 
that power working in them. And here, in this power, to this new-birth, 


faith and the holy obedience are as natural, as unbelief and diſobedience are 


to the birth of the fleſh. Ir is frequently and abundantly experienced by 
his holy birth, by the child of his begetting. Bleſſed be the name of 


the Lord. 


XXV. Concerning Fuſtifcation. 


Queſt. What is juſtification, or how is a man juſtified in the fight of God? 
Anſw. By a true ſenſe of, and faith in, that which juſtifies; which is the 
Spirit, the life, the water, the blood, the virtue, the power of the Lord 
Jeſus. All theſe are one in nature, and they go together. Man is ſinful 
naturally, fallen from God, found a tranſgreſſor againſt him. Now he 
needs juſtification from his ſins, and he needs juſtification in reſpe& of 

what God hath intruſted him with, and requires of him; and in the new- 
birth, and Joining to the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he meets with 
both. Being quickened by his Holy Spirit, turned from the darkneſs, 
coming into the light, and walking in the light; there his fins are done 
away, blotted out, as if they had never been, for his name's ſake ; and there 
he receiveth a new ability, a new heart, a new Spirit, yea, the Spirit of the 
living God, to quicken him, and work in him; atid whatever he doth in 
this Spirit (or rather what God doth by him, in and through this Spirit) is - 
juſtified, owned, and accepted. God finds no fault in any of the fruits 87 
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his own Spirit (in any of the children of men), but only in the fruits of the 

fleſh. And if, for want of watchfulneſs, the enemy ſhould prevail, and 
draw into a ſnare; yet upon turning to the light of God's Holy Spirit, 
which diſcovers and reproves for it, in the holy light the water flows, the 


blood is ſprinkled, the conſcience is cleanſed, and ſo becomes clean even 
in God's fight. Oh! bleſſed is he who is not deceived with dead notions 


of juſtification, but feels the juſtification which comes from God, and is 
accompanied with a living ſenſe, and with the teſtimony of his Holy Spirit. 


XXVI. Concerning good Works. 


Queſt. What are good works! eee 1 det 

Anfw. The works that flow from God's good Spirit, the works that are 
wrought in God, they are good works. The works of the new-birth, of 
the new creature, are good works; whereas all the works of the fleſh are 
bad, though never ſo finely painted. All its thoughts, - imaginations, rea- 


ſonings, willings, runnings, hunting to find out God and heavenly: things, 


with all its ſacrifices, are corrupt and evil, having of the bad leaven, of 
the bad nature in them. Make the tree good, or its fruit can never be 
good; ſo that they are only the good works that flow from the good tree, 
from the good root. And here all the works of the fleſh, though never ſo 


glorious and taking in man's eye, are ſhut out by God's meaſure, by God's 


line and plummet of righteouſneſs and true judgment; and every work of 
God's Spirit, the meaneſt work of faith, the leaſt labour of true love, the 
leaſt ſhining of life in the heart, and the giving up thereto, is owned by God 
as coming trom him, and wrought in him, who worketh both to will and 
to do, of his own good pleaſure. He that is gathered to the light which 
God hath enlightened him with, hath received the light, dwelleth in the 


light, and walketh in the light; the Spirit of the living God is near him, 
and dwelleth with him, and worketh in him ; and he bringeth his deeds to 


the light, where it is manifeſt that they are wrought in God. But he 
that is out of the inward light of God's Holy Spirit, his works are. not 
wrought in God, and ſo can but make a fair ſhew in the fleſh (to the fleſhly 
eye) but are not good in God's ſight. The erring man's way and works 
are often right in his own eyes; ah ! bur bleſſed is he whoſe way and works 
are good and right in the eye of the Lord, in the judgment of his ſearch- 


ing unerring light and Spirit. | 


XXVII. Concerning Love. 


Queſt. Which is the true love? | 
Anſw. The love which ariſeth from the nature which God begets, and 
from his circumciſing the heart from the other nature. Love is the beau- 


tiful thing. What can be higher expreſſed concerning God himſelf, than 
| | ED | | to 
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| to ſay be is love? Love is greatly commended and admired, and there are 


many pretenders to it; but none have the true love, but only thoſe that are 

born of God, and circumciſed by him. The Lord thy God will circumciſe 

thine beart, and the heart f thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 

heart, and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live, Deut. xxx. 6. Mark: 

the true love ariſeth from the true circumciſion ;. and the more a man comes 
to have his heart circumciſed from the fleſhly nature, and to grow up in 

the pure and heavenly nature, the more he loves. God is love; and the 

nigher any one comes to him, and the more he partakes of him, the more 

he becomes love in the Lord, and the more he is taught of God to love the 

Lord his God, and his brethren in the Spirit, and all mankind who are of 

his blood (for of one blood God made all mankind) according to the fleſh, 
or according to a natural conſideration. | 


XXVIII. Concerning Meekneſs and Patience. 


Queſt. What is the true meekneſs and patience ? 1 Þ 
nſw. The meekneſs and patience which ariſeth from the Lamb's na- 
ture. Deceit will put on an appearance of love, and deceit will put on 
allo an appearance of meekneſs and patience ; but it cannot put on the 
true love, the true meekneſs and patience : that is only learned of the 
Lamb, and received of him by receiving of his Spirit and nature from him. 
And oh! how precious is this! how ſweet is it felt in the heart! To feel 
a meek, a quiet, a patient ſpirit in the midſt of all trials, all troubles, all 
tears, all doubts, all temptations of every kind. Indeed this is of much 


price in the ſight of the Lord, and alſo in the eye of him who hath re- 


ceived it from the Lord, and enjoyeth it in him, and poſſeſſeth his ſoul 
in him. | | 


XXIX. Concerning the Knowledge of the new Covenant. 


Queſt. What is the knowledge of the new covenant ? 

Anſcw. The knowledge which is given by God to the new-birth : for to 
it the new covenant belongs, and the knowledge thereof. The truly be- 
gotten of God, the true diſciples of Chriſt, to them it is given to know 
the kingdom of God; but to others it is not given. The Jew outward, the 
frſt birth, the birth after the fleſh, for them the prieſt's lips were to pre- 
lerve knowledge, and they were to ſeek the law at his mouth; and to them 
God ſent prophets to ſpeak to them, and taught them by his prophets : 


but concerning the inward Jews,. the children of the new covenant, the 


children of the Jeruſalem which is above, concerning her ſeed it was pro- 
Pheſied, that they all ſhould be taught of the Lord; they all ſhould hear 
and know the voice of the ſhepherd himſelf; they ſhould. all be gathered 

co the ſhepherd and biſhop of the ſoul, and taught by him. So that in 


this 
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this new, holy, living covenant, God himſelf is the ſhepherd, God himſelf 
is the teacher, not only of the greateſt, but of the very leaſt, Hep. viii. 
For he teacheth them all to know the Lord, and to know his Son, and to 
come to his Son, and to love him their Father, and one another. So that 
he that is taught of God, he hath the true knowledge, the living know. 
ledge, the ſubſtantial knowledge, the knowledge of the thing itſelf, of the 
life eternal itſelf. All that are not thus taught (but learn only from a lite- 
ral deſcription and relations of things) have not the knowledge of the new 
covenant, the knowledge of the — itſelf; but only an outward know. 
ledge, ſuch as the firſt birth may catch at, lay hold on, and comprehend. 


XXX. Concerning the Fear of the New Covenant. 


Queſt. What is the fear of the new covenant ? 


Anſw. It is the fear which God puts in the hearts of his children; which 


fear cleanſeth their hearts, and keepeth them from de wg from their 
God. There is a great deal of difference between the tear which, may be 
learned from precepts from without, and the fear which God puts in the 


hearts of his children from a root of life within; which fear is of an hea. 


venly nature, and is the free gift of God to his owp heavenly birth, and 
none elſe ; which no man can poſſibly attain by any thoughts or reaſonings 
of his own, but only by the ſpringings of life from God. And he that 
would have this fear, muſt know the place of wiſdom, and wait there for 
it; and when he hath it, this fear will ſoon begin to make him wiſe to- 
wards ſalvation, and teach him to depart from evil, which is the cauſe of 
deſtruction, Fob xxviii. 28. | | 


XXXI. Concerning Hope. 


Queſt. What ts the true Hope? 

Anſw. The ſtay of the mind upon the Lord, the ſtay of the heavenly 
birth upon its father : for we muſt diſtinguiſh between hope and hope. 
There is the hope of the hypocrite, or falſe birth, which ſhall periſh; and 
the hope of the true birth, which will never fail it, nor make it aſhamed; 
becauſe that birth is taught of God to hope aright. Now in hope, there 
is both the ground of it, and the hope itſelf. The ground of the hope 1s 
God's love, God's truth, God's faithfulneſs, God's grace, his ſeed, his 
Chriſt felt within; being of him, united to him, in him, he in me: here is 
the ground of my aſſurance of the everlaſting glory and inheritance, which 


is ſure to the ſeed, and to all that are of and in the ſeed. So knowing 


Chriſt within me, feeling Chriſt within me, living in him, and he in me, 
I have an anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt within the veil, which no ſtorms, no tem- 
peſts, no trials, no temptations, preſent or to come, have power over me. 
And then there is the hope, or boping itſelf ; that is, the ſtaying of the mind 
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upon the Lord, the leaning upon the Lord, the retiring beyond all thoughts, 
or reaſonings, or lookings out, to the inward life; to feel ſomewhat ſpring 
from it, for the foul to hope or truſt in, beyond all outward appearance. 
And this hope never deceives nor makes aſhamed thoſe who are taught of 
God thus to ſtay their minds upon him. Nay, though the ſtate be dark- 
neſs, and no light ſeen; yet beneath the darkneſs there is ſomewhat to ſtay 
the mind of the child and ſervant of the Lord till he appear, and cauſe 
light to break out of obſcurity ; for light is ſown for the righteous, and joy 
for the upright, even in their darkeſt, ſaddeſt, and moſt diſtreſſed con- 

ditions ; in all which the Lord is near them, and there is ſtill ground for 
them to hope in him. : | 


XXXII. Concerning Peace. 


Queſt. Which is the true peace? 

Anſw. The peace which God ſpeaks to the ſoul ; the peace which Chriſt 
gives to his own diſciples. The way of truth, the way of life leads to 
peace; and the peace which is found therein is of God's giving, and is the 
true peace. Firſt, God breathes y_ the heart, begets a right birth, a 
true child; then he lgads him into the holy way, the righteous way; from 
that which loads and burdens, to that wherein is the eaſe and reſt. Thus 
in the believing and following him there is joy and peace. This is ex- 
perienced by all the true travellers, and by none elſe. No man, with all 
his wiſdom, knowledge, and underſtanding, can ſo much as gueſs at what 
this peace is. The peace of God, the peace which he ſpeaks to his chil- 
dren, the nature of it, the ſweetneſs & it, the heavenlineſs of it, paſſeth 
man's underſtanding ; but he who is born from above, who hath a new 
and heavenly underſtanding, he knoweth the nature, excellency, and pre- 
ciouſneſs of it; and would not for all this world, for any fear, or danger, or ex- 
pectation of any thing from without, hazard the breaking off this precious. 
peace and reſt of his foul in his God. . 


XXXIII. Concerning Jay. 


Queſt. Which is the true joy? 

Anſw. The joy which flows from God's preſence, and the work of his 
power in the heart, and the aſſured expectation which he gives of the full 
inheritance and glory of life everlaſting. When the bridegroom 1s pre- 
ſent, when the ſoul is gathered home to him, married to him, in union with 
him, in the holy living fellowſhip ; when he appears againſt the enemies of 
the foul, riſing up againſt them, breaking, ſcattering them, and giving of 
his good things, filling with life, filling with love, filling with virtue, feaſt- 
ing the ſoul in the preſence of the Father; oh! what ſweet joy! ob! 
what fullneſs of joy is there then in the heart! In thy preſence is fullneſs of 
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joy, and at thy right-band are pleaſures for evermore, (aid the pſalmiſt, P/. xvi. 
11. Surely he had had a taſte of the thing, he had been in God's preſence, 
and that made him cry out, Caſt me not away from thy preſence, Pſal. li. 11:; 
and he had drank of the river of God's pleaſure, which is at his right- 
hand, which made him ſpeak ſo ſenſibly of it, P/al. xxxvi. 8. and xlvi. 4. 
Chriſt ſaid to his diſciples, that becauſe of his going away they ſhould 
have forrow ; but he would ſee them again, and their heart ſhould rejoice, 
and their joy no man ſhould take from them, Jobn xvi. 22. How or when 
was this Falklled ? What were they ſorry for? Was it not the lols of his 
outward preſence, which had been ſo ſweet and comfortable to them? 
How would he come to them again? Was it not by the Comforter ? Was 
it not by his inward and ſpiritual preſence ? So that he that was with 
them ſhould be in them ? Before they knew Chriſt with them ; now they 
ſhould know Chriſt in them; the Father in them, and they in him ; Imma- 
nuel, the goſpel ſtate, God with us, dwelling with us, tabernacling in us, 
living in us, walking in us, and we living and walking in him. When 


the apoſtles came to this ſtate, then they came to witneſs the joy in the 


Holy Ghoſt, even the joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. And hence it is 
that the goſpel ſtate is a ſtate of joy and rejoicing in the Lord, even in his 
glorious living preſence, and in the glory of his power. For in the gol- 
pel ſtate the true light ſhines inwardly in the heart, the life is manifeſted; 
and being manifeſted, they that come into the maniteſtation of it, come 
into the holy union, and into the holy fellowſhip with the Father and Son, 
where the joy is, and where the joy is full; where the power is revealed 


which does away that which is contrary to the holy fellowſhip, and hinders | 


the holy joy and rejoicing in the Lord. See 1 Fohn i. 3, 4. 


XXXIV. Concerning Poverty f Spirit and Humility. 


Queſt. V bich is the right poverty of ſpirit, and the true humility ? 

Anſw. That poverty and humility of ſpirit which ſpringeth from the ſame 
root from which the faith, the love, the peace, the joy, and the other hea- 
venly things ariſe; and is of the ſame nature. There 1s a voluntary hu- 
mility, and a voluntary poverty, even of ſpirit, which man caſts himſelf 
into, and forms in himſelf, by his own workings and reaſonings. This is 
not the true, but the falſe image, or counterteit of the true; but then 
there 1s a poverty which ariſeth trom God's emptying the creature, from 
God's ſtripping the creature; and an humility which ariſeth from a new 
heart and nature. This of the right kind, and is laſting, and abides in 
the midſt of the riches and glory of the kingdom. For as Chriſt was poor 


in ſpirit before his Father, and lowly in heart in the midſt of all the full- 
neſs which he received from him; ſo it is with thoſe who are of the ſame. 


birth and nature with Chriſt. They are filled with humility, and cloat hed 
with humility, in the midit of all the graces and heavenly riches which God 
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fills them and adorns them with. Keep in the faith, keep in the truth, 
keep in the light, keep in the power; 1t excludes boaſting in or after the 


fleſh, and keeps the mind in that humility and poverty of ſpirit which 

God hath brought, and daily further and further brings it into; and fo the 

humility and poverty remains (poor in ſpirit for ever, humble in ſpirit for 
or 


ever, nothing before the Lord for ever) even as that remains which brought 
into that frame, and keeps in that frame for ever. And fo the Lord of life is 
only exalted, and the creature kept abaſed before him, and low for ever; 
and is nothing but as the Lord pleaſeth to fill, and make it to be what it is. 
So what I am, I am by God's love, by his grace, by his mercy, by his good- 
neſs, by his power, by his wiſdom, by his righteouſneſs, by his holineſs, 


which he of his own good pleaſure communicateth, and cauſeth to ſpring in 


me, and filleth and cloatheth me with, as ſeemeth good in his ſight. 


The CONCLUSION. 


HERE. is mention made in the book of the Revelations, in the 
epiſtles from Chriſt to, the ſeven churches of Aſia, of a tree of life, 
which is in the midſt of the paradiſe of God (the fruit whereof is good for 
food, and the leaves thereof for the healing of the nations); and of hidden 
manna, and a white ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name written, which 
none knoweth but he that receiveth it; and of a morning-ſtar to be given, 
and power over the nations, to rule their ſpirit, even as Chriſt hath re- 


ceived of his Father; and of being cloathed in white, and his name con- 
teſſed before the Father, (This is the ſheep of my fold, the child of my 


Father's begetting, who is named by me among the living, I know him 
by his name, John x. 3.) ; as alſo of his being a liar in the temple of God, 
and of going no more out, but bearing the name of God, and the name of 
the city of God, the new Jeruſalem (which cometh down from God out of 
heaven); and of Chriſt's new name (oh! what is that!) and of fitting with 
Chriſt in his throne. This is the generation of ſpiritual kings, who have a 
piritual kingdom, and a ſpiritual throne, even Chriſt's kingdom, and Chriſt's 
throne, the royal prieſthood of God. Ohl precious things! Oh! rich glory! 
Surely eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of 
men to conceive what theſe things are. 

Now he that would witneſs theſe things ; he that would know, experi- 
ence, and enjoy theſe things, muſt: mind that ſeed in which they are wrapped 
up, as in a feed, and out of which they ſpring, and ſhoot forth. The king- 
dom is in the ſeed, the throne in the ſeed, the power in the ſeed. He that 


is united to the ſeed, and abideth in the ſeed, receiveth power from the 


ſeed, and overcometh, he ſhall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and 
he ſhall be my ſon, Rev. xxi. 7. But he that will be ſo, muſt not be fearful 


or unbelieving of overcoming fin, or his ſoul's enemies; but muſt depend 
Vor. II. . | upon 
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8 the almighty, and all- ſufficient power of God, which will give him 


cto 
be holy, as the Lord his God is holy; and righteous, even as the Lord his 
God is righteous. Indeed it becometh the heavenly children to partake of 
the divine life, of the heavenly nature of their Father, and be like him. 
And he that partaketh of his nature, of his holineſs, Heb. xii, 10. is holy, 
as he 1s holy : and he that from the holy root of purity and righteouſn 
doth righteouſneſs ; is righteous, even as he is righteous, 1 Fohn iii. 7. 80 
it is written without, and fo it is teſtified within, by him that is born of 
God, in whom the feed remaineth, which overcometh the wicked one, 


bruiſeth him and keepeth him under: and the juſt live by the faith which 


giveth victory over him. 


Some EXPERI E NC E 8 added. 
I. Concerning the Seed of the Kingdom. 


ONCERNING the ſeed of the kingdom, this I have experienced; 
O that it conſiſts not in words or notions of the mind, but is an inward 
thing, an inward ſpiritual ſubſtance in the heart, as real inwardly in its 
kind, as other ſeeds are outwardly in their kind: and that being received 
by faith, and taking root in man (his heart, his earth, being ploughed up 
and prepared for it) it groweth up inwardly, and bringeth forth fruit in- 
wardly, as truly and really as any outward ſeed doth outwardly. This ſeed 
is known by its contrariety and enmity againſt the feed of the ſerpent; 
againſt all the ſeeds of evil in the hearts of men; it diſcovering them, 
turning the mind from them, and warring againſt them, and bruiſing and 
overcoming them in all that receive it, and let in its holy nature; which, as 
an holy leaven or ſalt, worketh out that which is unholy and unrighteous, 
dark and dead, and ſeaſoneth with light, with life, with grace, with the 
holineſs and righteouſneſs of truth. F200 


II. Concerning the Souls Food. 


The ſoul's food is that which nouriſheth it, which is the ſame with that 
which giveth it life. Every word proceeding out of the mouth of God, 
every motion, every quickening, every operation of his Spirit is living, and 
nouriſheth the ſoul with life, which receiveth it and feedeth on it. The 
ſpiritual Manna, the ſpiritual Water, from the Holy Well or Fountain, the 
Milk of the Word, the Fleſh and Blood of the Son of the living God, his 
words which are ſpirit and life, nouriſh up the living birth unto life 

. | | | everlaſting, 
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everlaſting. How comes man to live at firſt; but by hearing the voice of 
him that giveth life? And how comes man to live afterwards, and to increaſe 
in life, but by hearing the ſame voice ſtill? Iucline your ear, and come unto 
me: hear, * your ſoul ſhall live, &c. Ia. lv. 3. This I have alſo experienced 
to give me life, to nouriſh up and ſtrengthen me in life; even freſh life com- 
municated from the living Fountain; and ſo my life is not in myſelf, not in any 
thing I can comprehend concerning Chriſt ; but in being joined to him, in 
being ingrafted into him the holy root, into him the true olive- tree, into his 
Spirit: and fo by the ſap that ſprings up into me from him, my life is main- 
tained and increaſed in me daily. Glory to his name for ever. YN 


III. Concerning God's Power. 


Concerning God's power, this I have experienced; that that is it which 
doth the work in the ſoul. It begets to God, it brings out of the land 
of darkneſs, it leads through all entanglements, and preſerves in the midſt 
of them all. It breaks down the old building of ſin and iniquity (both in- 
wardly and outwardly, both in heart, and alſo in life and converſation) and 
raiſeth the new and holy building. It makes willing, it makes obedient, 
it gives to believe, it gives to ſuffer. Oh! bleſſed be the Lord for the day of 
his power, which is inwardly broken forth! Oh! what would the poor child 
do, (the poor Lambs in the midſt of the Wolves, inwardly and outwardly) 
were it not for the Father's hand, the Father's arm, the Father's power, 
which is ſtill with them, and compaſſeth them about ! Oh ! bleſſed are they 
that know the miniſtration of the life inwardly, the power of life inwardly ! 
For in life, in the ſeed of life, is the holy power; which is manifeſt, 


appears and works, as it gains ground on the creature, to put forth and 


exerciſe in it the virtue and ftrength which it daily receiveth from its 
Father. 


IV. Concerning Temptations. 


Concerning temptations, this I have experienced ; that the ſtrength and 
hurt of them, as to the ſoul, lies in the ſoul's looking at them. For the 
ſtrength of Godisrevealed in his children againſt the tempter; which being pati- 
ently waited for, and truſted in, will never tail them. The leaſt babe, the Lord 
would not have let in temptation and fin : but watch to that, and keep joined to 
that, which will preſerve out of temptation, and out of ſin. God is faithful, 
who hath care of all his, and whoſe promiſe is to all his: and as he would 


have none ſin; ſo none that diligently wait, ſhall want his power to ſtand by 


them, to preſerve out of fin. Look unto me, and be ſaved, all ye ends of the 
earth, It is univerſally true. Look unto me, truſt in me; look not 
at yourſelves, truſt not in yourſelves; look not at the enemy, fear not the 
; Ff 2 | enemy; 
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enemy ; I will fave you from every ſnare, every temptation, as your eye is 
ſtedfaſt upon me. What if the enemy come in like a flood ? If the Spirit of 
the Lord lift up a ſtandard againſt him, can he prevail? What though he 
caſt fiery darts ? What though he beſet round about ? Will not the ſhield of 
faith quench them all? Will not the whole armour of God defend and keep 
ſafe from them all ? If the enemy be reſiſted lawfully, (that is, in true 
faith in that power which is engaged for the ſoul againſt him) doth not the 
power of the Lord ariſe and ſcatter him, and ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh the 
ſoul in the grace, and in the truth? Oh! the holy myſtery of the heavenly 
warfare, and of the working of the pure power againſt the enemy; which 
overcomes all his impurities, and keeps clean from them! Look not at the 
enemy; let not in the reaſonings of the mind; keep in the patience, keep 
in the pure fear, in the holy living ſenſe ; be only what thou art in the ſeed, 
in the new birth, in the life which God hath begotten in thee; then art thou 
ſafe, then art thou in the name of the Lord, which is the ſtrong tower. 
The enemy indeed may make a noiſe about thee with his luſts, with his 
temptations, with his floods, with his ſtorms, with his fiery darts : but he 
cannot enter thy habitation. The ſpirit of darkneſs, the prince of darkneſs, 
is ſhut out of the land of the living. Abide thou there: dwell in the light, 
and walk in the light, as God is in the light, and he ſhall never have power 
over thee. | | 


V. Concerning Prayer. 


I have experienced prayer to be the breathing of that birth which God 
begets, to the Father of life which begat it ; who by his Spirit makes known 
to it its condition and wants, and gives a ſuitable ſenſe of heart, and cries 
to it. For as it is not in man to beget himſelf to God; no more can he 
pray to God in his own will or time, but as God pours out the Spirit 
of prayer and ſupplication upon him, and by his Spirit teacheth and helpeth 
him to pray as he ought. Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 
his Son inio your hearts, crying Abba, Father. I have had a ſenſe of the 
natural man, and of the ſpiritual man; and of the cries and prayers of each: 
and this I have been taught and learned of God, that the goſpel-prayet 
is the prayer of that birth which is begotten by the Spirit and power of the 
goſpel; and which prays in the Spirit, and in the ſpringing of the holy life 
and power; whereby it rightly wreſtles, and prevails with God, obtaining 


the mercies and bleſſings which it wreſtles with him for. For to this child 
there is acceſs from God in the faith, through that holy Spirit of life which 


makes way for it, to obtain grace and mercy in the time of need. And 
through this Spirit it prays to God, and prevails with him on the behalf of 
others alſo, For the prayers of the righteous avail much, as it is written. 


VI. 
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VI. Concernin erg and Sanfification, ſome things which it 
e 


hath pleaſed the Lord, in his tender mercy, to groe me to experience. 


Firſt, That it is the ſame Chriſt, the ſame Spirit, the ſame Life, the ſame 
Wiſdom, the ſame Power, the ſame Goodneſs, Love and Mercy, the ſame 
Water, the ſame Blood, which both juſtifies and ſanctifies. | 

Secondly, That juſtification and ſanctification go hand in hand together. 
There is none juſtified, but he that is in meaſure ſanctified: and there is 
none ſanctified, but he that is in ſome meaſure juſtified. For God juſtifieth 
by a rule (by the new covenant, and according to the law thereof); and men 
receive and partake of juſtification, according as they- are brought into, and 
keep within, the compaſs of that rule. For God acted of old toward, and 
juſtified, the children of the old covenant according to- the law thereof; 
and the children of the new covenant are juſtified, and partake of juſtification, 
according to the law thereof. | 
Thirdly, That juſtification and ſanctification are both of and through the 


grace. It is ſo in the beginning, and it is ſo all along. By grace ye are 


/aved, faith the apoſtle. The whole work of ſalvation is begun and carried 
on through grace. It is through that, God viſits and reaches to the ſoul, 
with his quickening virtue and power. He regenerates alſo thereby. 
Through that he juſtifies ; through that he ſanctifies, Sc. So that as the. 
work goes on, grace, grace, is to be cried to him that does the work, from 
his very laying the foundation and faſtening the foul thereupon, to his very _ 
laying on of the top ſtone. FTA. - Ys 
Fourthly, Though juſtification and ſanctification be of God's grace and 


mercy in Chriſt; yet this doth not exclude faith: but they are alſo through 


faith, and not without it. God doth not juſtify man in the unbelieving 
ſtate, in the dead ſtate, in his abiding there; but in the coming out of it, 
in the repenting and turning from the dead works to the living God, and in 
believing in him: and ſo.he alſo ſanctifies him. | | 
Fifthly, Faith and obedience are of the ſame nature, and always go to- 
gether. So that where-ever there is faith, there is obedience likewiſe ; and 
where-ever there is obedience, there is faith. Obedience flows from faith, 
and cannot be without it; for the very nature and virtue of faith is in it. 
And faith is obedience; For this is the command of God, that the ſoul be- 
lieve on him (and in his appearances) whom he hath ſent to ſave ; and this 
believing is obedience unto him that commands it. And this faith, and 


this obedience, is holy and juſt in God's ſight; and through it (bur not 


without it) the ſoul is both juſtified and ſanctified. 

Sixthly, That the works of faith, the works of the new life, are not the 
works of the law, the works of the old covenant; nor are excluded juſtifi- 
cation, as the works of the old covenant are. For I have found the Lord, 
who hath condemned and excluded all my. doings, which ever I have _ 
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able to do of myſelf, ſtill juſtify and accept what his Spirit and holy power 
hath done in me. They are not of the ſame nature in themſelves; nor 
are they ſo accounted of in the eye of the Lord. For the Lord diſtinguiſh- 
eth between root and root: and what ſpringeth from the holy root, he juſ. 
tifieth as holy; and what ariſeth from the unholy root, he condemneth as 


unholy. | _ at ne 
Seventhly, That by the law of. faith all boaſting is excluded, in the whole 
work both of juſtification and ſanctification. What is the law of faith? Is 
not this its law, to fetch all from the Son, to do all-in the Son? to quit 
ſelf, and its own ability, and to perform all in the newneſs of the Spirit, 
in the ability which is of God, given and continued, in and through his 
grace and mercy, to the ſoul in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; all the veins of life, 
all the ſtreams of the new covenant run here. Here is no boaſting of the 
creature; here can be no boaſting : for all its ability and ſtrength is ſhut 
out; and that which is given of God to it, is all and doth all. Vet every 
Jew here hath praiſe of God. His faith is commended, his love is com- 
mended, his faithfulneſs is commended, his zeal for the Lord, his obedi- 
ence to the Lord, his patience in ſuffering, is commended, Sc. But the 
praiſe and + honour of all redounds not to his fleſh, but to the Spirit and 
grace of God in him. So that here fleſh is laid low, and kept in the duſt 
tor ever, and God alone exalted in this day of his pure power in the heart. 
. He that truly believeth, entereth into reſt, How into reſt? From what 
doth he reſt? Why, from his own works, from the works of the fleſh; 
yea, from the works of the old covenant; from the works that ariſe from 
his own ability, from the works wherein he can never be juſtified with the 
golpel-juſtification. But doth he ceaſe from the works of faith? Doth he 
ceaſe from the labour of love ? Doth he ceaſe from obedience to any thing 
that God requires? Nay : then ſurely he rather beginneth to work and 
-labour in the vineyard ; and his labour is not in vain in-the Lord. | 


VII. Concerning Faith. 


Several things I have experienced, both concerning the nature, virtue, 
and operations of it; ſome whereof (as I feel them ſpring up livingly in my 
heart) I may mention at this time. | 

Firſt, This I have often experienced ; that it is an hard thing truly and 
rightly to believe. It is an eaſy matter to believe notions concerni 
and concerning Chriſt : but to believe in God, to believe in Chriſt, to be- 
heve in him that raiſed up Jeſus, to believe in the light, life, and power, 
which flows from Jeſus; this indeed is hard, by reaſon of the great dark- 
nets and ignorance which man is fallen into through tranſgreſſion. 
| Secondly, I have experienced this alſo; that faith is God's gift, and that 
it flows from the power of his life. There is firſt a quickening, firſt 3 
rouching of the heart, by the holy pure power of the Lord; and when 4 

| man 


. 
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deadly wound healed) and nouriſhing its life by thoſe very notions, 
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man is touched and quickened, then in and by and through that virtue 
which flows into him, he can believe in that which toucheth and quickeneth 


Thirdly, That Faith never ſtands in a man's own power, but always in 
the virtue and power of the life of the Son. So that he that will believe 
aright, muſt wait to feel the life of the Son revealed in him, and faith flow- 
ing therefrom. For the true belief ſprings from the life of the holy root; 
and from the flowing up and ſpringing up of that life, faith receives its 
nouriſhment and daily virtue. l * 

Fourthly, I have obſerved this in my travels; that the earthly wiſdom, 


and notions therefrom got into the mind, and held in the mind out of the 
ſenſe of life, are a great lett to faith. For theſe ſtrengthen and nouriſh that 


in man, which is to be weakened and die; that life, and the birth of life, 
may be all in the heart. Man is to die; man is to be ceaſed from; his 
underſtanding, his wiſdom, is to be brought to nought. But after it hath 
had a ſtroke and wound from God's Holy Spirit and power (even the very 
wound which tends to death) yet it will be getting life again (getting its 

ich 
came from that life and power, which in meaſure flew it. And thus the 
Jew outward hath his life in the outwardneſs of knowledge, in the out- 
wardneſs of the law, in the letter which killeth : for the relation and out- 
ward knowledge of things killeth and deadeneth. more and more, unleſs. 
man come into the inward life and virtue, and daily feel them quickened 
there. F ye live in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit, ſaid the apoſtle. A man 
cannot live in an outwardneſs of knowledge concerning the Spirit and power 


of the endleſs life; but he that would truly live, muſt live in the Spirit itſelf, 


and he that would rightly walk on in his way; muſt walk in that Spirit 
wherein he received life, and wherein he that abideth lives before the Lord. 


Fifthly, This I have alſo obſerved ; that all notional faith, wherein is not 
the living virtue (as concerning Chriſt, his ſufferings, death, reſurrection, 


aſcenſion, interceſſion ; and concerning juſtification by him, &c.), the enemy 
will let the foul alone with, and let him enjoy peace in; but his war is deſ- 
perately againſt the true faith, againſt faith in the true power, againſt faith 
in the light of life. Oh! how many ſore and ſharp aſſaults doth he make 
againſt the faith which receives its virtue from God, and cauſeth the ſoul to 
live to God ! And how fore is it with the ſoul, when faith is weak, and the 
enemy comes on againſt it with the ſtrength of his aſſaults and temptations. 
Lord increaſe our faith, ſaid the ſenſible diſciple. 

Sixthly, It is a precious thing to feel faith quickened by God, and help- 


ed by God, againſt the enemy. For ther. the enemy cannot prevail againſt 


the ſoul ; but the ſou), through the virtue and power of life, prevails over 
the enemy in the faith. And this is the great work of a Chriſtian, not 


only to wreſtle and fight, but to learn ſo to wreſtle, and ſo to fight, as to 
overcome. | | 5 ods | 


Seventhly, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
[| 
| 
[| 
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Seventhly, That in the pure fear (not that which is taught by the pre- 
cepts of men, but which God puts into the heart) faith hath its ſtr 

and exerciſeth its ſtrength. Oh! who knows the preciouſneſs of this fear 
The power of faith, the power of life, the power of ſalvation, and ever- 
laſting preſervation is revealed in it. Therefore, ſaith the Lord, when he 
ſpeaketli of providing for his children in the new covenant, that they ſhall 


abide with him for ever, and not depart any more from him, as the chil. 


dren of the old covenant did; I will put my fear in their hearts, and th 
ſhall not depart from me. And when the angel preached the everlaſting goſ 
pel, how did he preach it? Fear God, and give glory to him, for the bour of 
his judgments is come, &c. Rev. xiv. When the pure fear is felt, when that 
which is contrary to God is judged ; then the goſpel is known, and the 
work thereof experienced in the heart. And how eaſy is it, when the pure 
fear is felt, to diſtruſt and deny one's ſelf, and truſt in the Lord! Oh! how 
weak are the reaſonings and imaginations then, and how ſtrong is the power 
which ſcatters them, and lifts up the head over them! | | 
Now it concerns every one deeply to conſider, of what nature his faith 
is, and what virtue is in it, and what it can do in and through the power of 
the Lord for him; how it fetcheth in the true living nouriſhment every day, 
how it delivers the ſoul, and gives it victory over that which faith was ap- 
pointed to deliver from. For he who through the faith overcometh that 
which 1s contrary to God, ſhall inherit; and he that fights the good fight of 
faith, ſhall overcome: but he that overcomes not his enemies, which ſtand 
in his way, ſhall be ſure to be hindered by them from attaining to his jour- 
ney's end. | 


# 


VIII. Concerning Obedience, ſome Experiences alſo. 


Firſt, True obedience, goſpel-obedience, flows from life, flows from the 
living faith. If I could obey in all things that God requires of me, yet 
that would not ſatisfy me, unleſs I felt my obedience flow from the birth of 

his life in me. My Father doth all in me, ſaith Chriſt. This was Chriſt's 


comfort. And to feel Chriſt do all in the foul, is the comfort of every one 


that truly believes in him. | 

Secondly, True obedience, goſpel obedience, is natural to the birth 
which is born of God. It is unnatural to the fleſh, to man's wiſdom, to 
deny himſelf, and take up the croſs; but it is natural to the birth which 1s 
born of God's Spirit. That which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit; and it is 
__ to it to be converſant in, and exerciſed about, that which is ſpiri- 
tual. 

Thirdly, That honouring and pleaſing, and anſwering the will of the 
Lord, is the proper aim of the truly obedient. Oh! how do they delight 


to do the will of God! I have meat, ſaith Chriſt, that ye know not of. Io 


do the will was his meat and drink : and it is meat and drink to all that are 


of 
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of his nature and Spirit. If I ſhould never have any other reward, but the 
leaſure of obedience ; yet I could not but ſay and teſtify, that in anſwer- 


ing the law of the pure life, in keeping the holy ſtatutes and command- 


ments of God's Spirit, there is great reward. But yet there is a crown al- 
ſo, and a reaping after this life of every thing that is ſown to the Spirit: 
and the crown is weighty and everlaſtingly glorious. * 

Fourthly, Goſpel obedience is exceeding neceſſary in and to 3 
ſtate. Mark l The Lamb is the leader: and can any be ſaved by him, but 
they that follow him? When Chriſt calls out of the world, muſt not the 


ſoul come to him, who is the Shepherd? And muſt not the ſheep daily 
learn to know his voice, and follow him; even till they come to be ac- 


quainted with every moving, drawing, and leading of his Spirit; and fo 
come to follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goes? Mark ! what a weight 
Chriſt layeth upon doing. If ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do 


them. Why then the diſciple cannot come to happineſs, but in the do- 
ing, in the obeying of the will of Chriſt, his Lord and Maſter. And be 
that heareth theſe ſayings of mine, and doth them, I will liken him to a wiſe 


man, that built his houſe upon a rock. But the believer, without doing the 


will, is the fooliſh builder, whoſe building will not ſtand. Again faith 


Chriſt, As the Father hath loved 'me, ſo have 1 loved you; continue ye in my 
love. If ye keep my commandments, ye ſhall abide in my love; even as I bave 
kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. The diſciples whom 


he moſt dearly loved, muſt keep his commandments, if . will continue 


in his love. And his apoſtles taught the ſame, even the working out of the 
ation, and the purifying of the heart, through the obedience of the 
tr th. For mark! There is a covenant of life, a way of life: and how 
can life be reaped, how can the work of life go on, but in ſubjection and 
obedience thereto? | 

Oh! bleſſed is he, who meets with the power of life, which enables to 
obey ; and who is obedient and ſubject to that power. For he that truly be- 
lieves in Chriſt, is turned by him to his light, and to the power of his Fa- 
3 the peace, growth, joy, bleſſedneſs, &c. is witneſſed in ſubjec- 
tion thereto. | | 


IX. Concerning the Croſs of Chriſt. 


This I have experienced concerning the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


that it is an inward and ſpiritual thing, producing inward and ſpiritual ef- 


tects in the mind; and that this is it, even that which lays the enmity in 
the mind, and crucifies to the world, and the affections thereof. God for- 
Vid, ſaid the apoſtle, that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, <vbereby the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. Now 


mark; That which is contrary to the world, and crucifies to the world, that 


is the croſs. The croſs hath this power, and nothing elſe; and fo there is 
Vor. II. G g nothing 


eriences added, &c. 225 


1 
| 
i 
; 
| 
; 
i 
| 
' 
| 

| 
| 
! 
| 
| 


226 Some Experiences added, &c. | 
nothing elſe to glory in. The fleſh: luſteth again tbe Spirit, and the Spirit 
againſt the fleſh, and theſe are contrary one to the other. Mind, here is the 
croſs : the Spirit which 1s. contrary to the fleſh, which mortifies the fleſh, thro? 
the obedience whereof the fleſh is crucified. Tf ye, through the Spirit, mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, ye fhall live. Whatſoever is of and in the Spirit, 
is contrary to the fleſh. The light of the Spirit is contrary to the dark- 
neſs of the fleſh, The holineſs of the Spirit is contrary to the unholineſs 
of the corrupt heart. The life of the Spirit is contrary to the life (or ra- 
ther death) that is in fin. The power of the Spirit is contrary to the power 
that is in Satan, and his kingdom. The wiſdom of God is contrary, and 
a fooliſh thing, to the wiſdom of man. Yea, the new creature, which 
ſprings from God's Holy Spirit, is contrary and death to the old. Now he 
that comes hither, out of his own wiſdom, out of his own will, out of his 
own thoughts, out of his own reaſonings; and comes to a diſcerning of 
God's Spirit, and to the feeling of his begetting of life in his heart, and 
his ſtirrings and movings in the life which he hath begotten ; and waits 
here, and receives counſel here; he is taught to deny himſelf, and to join 
to and take up that, by which Chriſt daily croſſeth and ſubdueth in him 
that which is contrary to God. 55 
And here is the fight of faith, and the good travel under the croſs, 
whereby the holy journey is gone, and the enemies (which riſe up to oppoſe 
in the way) vanquiſhed and overcome. For here is the power revealed; 
the preſerving power, the leading power, the conquering power of him, 
who rideth on conquering and to conquer his ſpiritual enemies in the hearts 
of his children, who know his voice, and are ſubject to him; who daily 
denying themſelves, and taking up his croſs, follow him. Woe is to them 
that are at eaſe in Sion, under any thing that is contrary to God; but bleſ- 
ſings are upon them whoſe dwelling is under the croſs, and who know no 
eaſe but what it allows. It will make truth, life, holineſs, righteouſneſs, 
faith, obedience, meekneſs, patience, love, ſeparation from ſin, com- 
munion with the Lord, and all the fruits of the Spirit, as natural to them 
in the renewed ſtate, as ever ſin was in the corrupt ſtate. And in that 
ſtate they ſhall be able to ſay with Paul; who once complained of his cap- 
tivity, and that he did what he hated; yet after he had known the power 
of the croſs, and was crucified with Chriſt, he could then do nothing againſt 
the truth, but for the truth; yea, then being a conqueror, having over- 
come the enemies which ſtood in his way, he could do all things through 
Chriſt that ſtrengthened him. The cauſe of ſo many complaints and bow- 
ings down of the head, and going mourning becauſe of the prevailings of the 
enemy, through temptations, ſin, and corruption, is becauſe the croſs of 
Chriſt, which is the power of God (which is his ordinance againſt the ſtrength 
of the enemy) is either not known, or not taken up. And this is the rea- 
ſon that many that make a fair ſhew for a while, yet afterwards come to 
nothing (but are like untimely figs, or like corn upon the houſe- tops, =— 
| * 
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haſtily ſpringeth up, but ſoon withereth) becauſe they either never rightly 
learn, or keep not to the croſs. - For that alone hath power from God to 
bring down and keep down that which is contrary to him. So that from 
under the croſs of Chriſt, there is no witneſſing ſalvation or preſervation 
from the Lord; but out of the limits of the. croſs, the enemy hath power 
to recover and bring back under his dominion” again. And whoſoever in 
his travels leaves the croſs behind him, does draw back unto perdition, and 
not travel on, in the living faith and newneſs of obedience, towards the ſal- 
vation of the Mn. en e e ariel 565 ROT REES 


ip which is therein. 


God is hid from man, as he lies in his ſinful and fallen ſtate; and no 
man can find or know him, but as he pleaſeth to reveal himſelf by his own 
bleſſed Spirit. And Chriſt, being God's image, there is no knowing or 
confeſſing him, or right calling him Lord, but in and by the ſame Spirit, 
1 Cor. X11. 3. When he appeared in the days of his fleſh, fleſh and blood 
could not reveal him, but only the Father. And he is the ſame to-day as 
he was yeſterday. He is not to be known now, but in the ſame Spirit; in 
his own grace and truth, in a meaſure of his own life. The dead cannot 
know him; they only know him, who are his ſheep, who are quickened 
and made alive by him. And this life is a myſtery : none can underſtand 
1t, but they that partake of it. Can a man that 1s naturally dead; know 
what the life of nature means? No more can a man that is ſpiritually dead, 
know what the life of the Spirit means. The natural man may get the 
words that came from life, and cry up them, and ſpeak great words of the 


X. Concerning the Myftery of Life, and the Myſtery of the F ellow- 


fame of wiſdom, and of her children; but the thing itſelf is hid from them 


all. Oh! it is a ſtrait gate, at which the birth enters, at which none elſe can 
enter. The wiſe and prudent knowers and ſearchers after the fleſh (and of the 


icriptures, as they can put meanings upon them and comprehend them) are 
{hut out in every age; but there is a babe born of naked truth (born of the 


pure ſimplicity) admitted by God, while men diſdain and defpiſe it. 
And the fellowſhip of the ſaints is in the life, and in the light, which is 
this myſtery. The fellowſhip is not outward, but inward. All they that 
meet together in the outward place, are not in the fellowſhip or worſhip ; 
but only they that meet together in the inward life and Spirit. They that 
worſhip the Father, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and truth. Look, there is the 
worthip, there are the worſhippers ; they that are in the Spirit, 1n the truth; 
they that meet in the Spirit, in the truth, they meet together in the one 
ipiritual place, as I may call it. And ſo we own no man after the fleſh, no 
man according to the appearance; but in the righteous judgment of the 
>pirit, thoſe only who are of the Spirit. Indeed we are tender, where there 
is the leaſt beginning of the work of God in any heart; yea, where there 
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is but ſo. much as a conviction of the underſtanding; but men are not pre. 
ſently of us, who own our principle in words or outward appearance, but 
only ſuch as are inwardly changed thereby in the heart. It is true, perſons 
may walk among us, and afterwards go out from us, who were never of us 


(as it was in the apoſtles days) that were never in the fellowſhip of life with - 


us, whom we could never own in the ſight of the Lord, as being born of 
him; though we were willing to wait and watch for their good, that they 
might come to witneſs the true birth. Now from ſuch come the offences, 
even from the falling off of ſuch as never were truly ingrafted, and alſo from 
the flips of ſuch who are not watchful to that which preſerves. And woe is 
to the world, becauſe of the offences which cannot but come. For they 


| which are to be approved in the ſight of the Lord, muſt not ſomewhat or 
other happen to make them manifeſt? And when they are made manifeſt}, 


the world's eye is offended, and is apt to think hardly of, and 'reproach the 
truth itſelf, becauſe of them. Bleſſed is the eye which ſees into the myſtery, 


into the life itſelf, where there is no offence. Truth is one and the fame 


for ever. L 


XI. Concerning judging according to the appearance, and judging righ- 


teous judgment. Fudge not according to the appearance (ſaid Chriſt) 
but judge righteous judgment, John vii. 24. 


What is it to judge according to the appearance ? and what is it to judge 
righteous judgment? I ſhall ſpeak what J have experienced, having been 
deeply exerciſed about this thing. Mark then; 

The holy Spirit of Life breatheth upon the heart; and, by his breathing 
and working there, he quickens and begets life, Jobn iii. 8. And that 
which is begotten and born of him, is begotten and born in his nature, and 


Jo is of the ſame nature with him, as verle 6 of that chapter. 


Now to that which is born of the Spirit, the Spirit is the leader, the pre- 
ſerver, the ſupporter, the comforter, the daily quickener. He can do nothing 
without the Spirit, without the preſent life and power of him that begat 


him: ſo that all the judgment which the birth of life hath, is from, and of, 


and in the Holy Spirit of the Father. 

And here is true judgment, both concerning righteouſneſs, and againſt 
all unrighteouſneſs ; ſo that keep to the life, keep to the Spirit, keep to the 
birth, keep to the power, then is the wiſdom and righteous judgment of 
God revealed : but any that go out of this, and meaſure without this, they 
meaſure in the unrighteouſneſs; and though they ſearch the ſcriptures, and 


think in-themſelves they meaſure from the ſcriptures, yet they are miſtaken, 
and meaſure but from their own knowledge and apprehenſions upon the 


{criptures, as the ſcribes and phariſees did, when they ſeemed to conclude, 
upon ſearching the ſcriptures, that Chriſt could not be the Meſſiah, Jobn 
Yu. 52. Search and look (ſaid they) for out of Galilee ariſeth no 88 

| W 
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How then can this Galilean be he? See by the ſcriptures if this can be 
It is ſaid of Chriſt, He ball not judge after the fight of bis eyes, nor rep 
after the hearing of his ears, but with righteouſneſs be judge, &c. 1/a. xi. 
3, 4. Chriſt judged righteous judgment. How came he to judge fo? 
Why; he judged in and with the Spirit. He __ to'the Spirit's judgment. 
The Spirit of the Lord reſted upon him, and made him quick of underſtand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, ver. 2, 3. And no man can judge aright con- 
cerning the things of God, but in and by the ſame Spirit. How ſhall 1 
know whether my duties be right, my prayers right, my ways right, my 
worſhip right, my faith right, my hope of the right kind, my knowledge 
and underſtanding of the ſcriptures right, c.? Why there is none but one 
can determine. He who begetteth life, knows whether that which is in 
thee be from his life; and whether that which thou offereſt to him, be truly 
living or no: and when the Lord ſeparates the living from the dead, what 
will remain in many that make great profeſſions at this day? TIE 

I would have no man miſtaken about theſe things; I know many are 
deeply miſtaken, as their own hearts will one day acknowledge, when the 
Lord ſhall make manifeſt to them, how they have called evil good, and 
good evil; and put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs. Indeed it is 
juſt as it was in the days of Chriſt's appearing outwardly in a body of fleſh. 
The ſame life, the ſame Spirit, is denied now as was then, Then the Jews 
cried up Chriſt to come; but they then ſpiritually ſaw him not. They ſaw 
the fleſh (or outward form) but they ſaw not him who dwelt in that fleſh. 
And though the world of Chriſtians now acknowledge Chriſt is come, and 
did appear, yet neither do they know him who did appear, but deny his 
life, his Spirit, his virtue, his power, which is revealed in this day of his 
love and goodneſs to the eyes of the children of the true wiſdom. Ob! let 
not fleſh judge : be filent, O all fleſh, before the Lord, and ceaſe judging, for he 
ts ariſen to judge, He is judge in the midſt of bis people, and he will judge the 
beathen alſo, | | | 

And every one bring this near. Wait to feel fleſh judged in thee, and 
brought down in thee, that it may not judge in thee; but Spirit and life 
may be exalted, and fit upon the throne in thy heart: and when life is 
exalted, and doth begin to judge, Oh! take heed of hearkening to the fleſh, 
of letting in the judgment of fleſh afterwards, leſt the Spirit be grieved and 
quenched! For the wiſdom of the fleſh is near, and will be ſtriving to get 
in and recover its ſeat again; and if the watch be not ſingly kept to God's 
Holy Spirit, ſomewhat elſe will be judging in thee, which will judge ac- 
cording to the appearance of things to thy mind, and ſo thou wilt miſs of the 
true and righteous judgment of God's Spirit. 5 2 
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© XII. A gueſtion anſwered about knowing God's Spirit. 


* Queſt, How ſball I know Gad's Spirit? How ſball I know the motions Nerat 
How may I know whether the faith and hope in my heart be from him ? Whyths 


my prayers and defires ariſe thence, ; cc. IR TOUT. HE 17? 
Anſw, No man of himſelf, or by any way he of himſelf can take, can 
know God's Spirit: there muſt firſt be a capacity given before any man can 
know the Spirit of the Lord; his life, his power, muſt firſt be felt, and 
ſomewhat quickened, ſomewhat formed by him, ſomewhat begotten of him, 
which is Spirit, and this can know him. Now man in this may know him, 
but out of this can never know him. Therefore this is the great ſkill, and 
diligence, and wiſdom of a Chriſtian, to keep to this, to wait for this, to 
have his eye toward the pure ſpring of wiſdom, that, when it ſprings, he 
may diſcern and receive it; and when that which is of a. contrary nature 
ſprings, he may diſcern it under all its deceitful appearances, and turn from 
it. For out of the heart are the iſſues both of life and death. There is all 
manner of deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in the unrighteous nature, in 
the unrighteous ſpirit; and if the watch be not diligently kept, it is eaſy to 
be deceived at any time: but the true ſeed, the holy ſeed, the living feed, 
the elect ſeed, the immortal ſeed, is never deceived. Oh! bleſſed are they who 
have their eyes opened and kept open in it, to diſcern the myſtery of god- 
lineſs and the myſtery of iniquity, that they may be preſerved ſafe in the 
one, out of the reach of the other! : Hat 5 


XIII. Some queries concerning the ſeed of the kingdom, in which the 

' "kingdom itſelf is contained (as the nature and ſubftlance of things i 
contained in the ſeed thereof} and out of which it fpringeth up and 
ariſeth in the heart. | i 


Quer. 1. What is that ſeed which is ſpoken of, 1 Jobn iii. 9. which re- 
maineth in thoſe that are born of God, and preſerveth out of ſin thoſe 
that are led by it and comprehended in it? Is it not the ſeed of the 
kingdom? | | 5 
Luer. 2. Do not the natural herbs and flowers, the natural plants and trees, 
grow from a natural ſeed? Do not the ſpiritual plants, the ſpiritual trees, the 
trees of righteouſneſs, grow from the ſeed of righteouſneſs? n 
Quer. 3. Was it not the great doctrine of Chriſt to preach the kingdom ? 
and how did he preach it? Did he not preach it as a ſeed, as a grain of muſ- 
tard- ſeed? and did he not liken this ſpiritual ſeed to leaven, to a „ wee 
pearl, to treaſure hid in a field, to a piece of ſilver loſt, Sc. Oh! how happy 


1s he who knows and enjoys the thing itſelf which Chriſt preached ! All 
the prophets propheſied concerning him; and when he came, this was his 
doctrine, that men ſhould mind this, look after this, purchaſe this, _ 

| | this, 
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Some Experiences added, c. 23x 
this, feel this planted and grow up in them, and themſelves ingrafted into 


and growing up in it. o 8 
Ver. 4. Can any man be born of God, and not born of this ſeed? Can 
any man be born of this ſeed, and not be born of God? c 5 


Auer. 5. How doth grace and truth come by Jeſus Chriſt? Doth it not 


grow up from this ſeed ? can it grow up any other way in any heart?! 
Auer. 6. Is not falvation felt and witneſſed in every heart (of thoſe that 

are in any meaſure redeemed). as this ſeed grows up and overſhadows them ? 

Was not this the ſalvation ready to be revealed in the laſt time, 1 Pet. i. 10. 


whereof the pore Peter himſelf was made a partaker ? chap. v. 10. In the 


the ſeed itſelf, is revealed. 


law were the ſhadows of good things to come; but in the goſpel the ſubſtance, 


Quer. 7. Is it not the right beginning in religion to begin in the Spirit? 
and can any begin in the Spirit, but he that begins in and with the ſeed of 


the kingdom ? : 1 CES at y 
Quer. 8. Is it not the main and chief thing in religion to know this ſeed, 
to feel this ſeed, to be joined to this ſeed, and abide in this ſeed? _ | 
Quer. 9. Is not all that flows from this ſeed true and certain? is not the 
knowledge certain here? the faith here? the love here? the peace here? 
the joy here? the righteouſneſs here ? From this true root, can there grow 


or ſhoot forth any thing but that which is true? Oh! every breathing here 


is from pure life, and precious in the eye of the Father. Is there any cer- 


tainty elſewhere? Oh ! when the Lord appears, will he not diſown all the 


religion and worſhip which is not of this growth? 22 


Quer. 10. But ſome may ſay, how may I know this ſeed, and how may L 
be joined to it ? 8 3 5 ,” 
Anſwer. In the quickening life mayeſt thou know it, and no-where elſe. 


Didſt thou ever feel that which quickened thy heart towards the Lord? 
Therein and thereby, at that time, thou mayeſt feel an eye and heart opened, 


which can truly ſee and know ſomewhat of God: and, keeping thy eye to. 


the quickening power of God, as that ſtirs, moves and operates, in thee and 


upon thee, thou mayeſt know again and know more. 


7 


Therefore eye the power which quickens, and eye the ſeed which it re- 
veals and raiſeth in thee, and wait to feel the power ſubjecting thee to the 


ed, that thou mayeſt come under it, and it may come over thee, and preſs 


down in thee all that is contrary to its pure nature. | . 

And as thou comeſt hither, thou wilt find that which death hath no power 
over; and, as thou abideſt there, thou ſhalt find it to have no power over 
thee. For, of a truth, in the holy covenant of life and peace, death never 


had nor can have power; but he who abideth in him who is the covenant, who 
is the ſhepherd, who is the love, who is the wiſdom and power of God, wit- 
:eſſeth there a ſure defence and ſtrong tower, where ſalvation. is for a wall 


There 


* 


and bulwark. againſt the enemy. 
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There are many ſorts of talkers concerning the thing, but there are few 


travellers into it; but he alone who is a true traveller into it, and takes up his 
reſt there, certainly knows and can truly witneſs what is to be found there. 
And this is the —.45 that ſo many (who ſeem great and experienced knowers) 
cannot receive our teſtimony, becauſe they know neither the ſeed nor its 
voice, concerning which and whereby we teſtify, Bur wiſdom is juſtified of 
her children; and they that know the voice of the ſhepherd, know his preſent 
appearance in this our day, which is contrary to the wiſdom and knowledge 
of all other ſeeds and births whatſoever. He that hath an ear to bear, let him 
bear; but he that hath not the true ear, cannot hear the true teſtimony, 
though it ſhould ever ſo often be declared unto him. But bleſſed is he that 
knows and ſtumbles not at the appearances of the ſeed and power of life in his 
own heart, but is turned from the darkneſs to the light there, and from the 
power of Saran to the manifeſtation of God's Spirit there. For the end of 
words (even of Chriſt's own directions in the days of his fleſh) is to turn 
men to the holy life and power from whence the words came; and thither 
man is to travel, and therein to center, waiting on the Lord, in the way of 
his judgments and tender mercies, to witneſs a tranſlation from darkneſs to 
light, and from the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of the dear Son; 
which kingdom is at firſt but as a grain of muſtard-ſeed, and muſt be fo 
known and ſo received. | 
And now let every ſerious heart examine concerning himſelf. Doſt thou 
know the kingdom? is the ſeed grown in thee ? doth it overſpread thee? 
Art thou in it as in a kingdom? doſt thou feel it overſhadowing thee ? art 
thou in unity with it? doth it ſpeak peace to thee from the Lord? Is the 
wall of partition broken down in thee ? Is there of twane made one new 
man ? Doſt thou feel that which 1s contrary to Chriſt ſubdued in thee by his 
power ? and his holy nature, life, and Spirit, reigning over it ? Canſt thou 
read that ſcripture ſenſibly and experimentally, F ye through the Spirit mortify 
the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live? EY | 
Ah! how miſerably do men talk of Chriſt, the power of God, and miſs of 
the effect and work of his power in them! 75 
Faith is a powerful thing, it gives victory, (true faith gives victory) it 
ſcatters that which ſtands between, and gives real acceſs to God, and lets in 
his pure, freſh, living virtue, upon the heagt. Ex 
Love is a powerful thing, it conſtrains to obedience : and the heart that 


is circumciſed to love the Lord God, Oh! how doth life flow from him 


into it! Ns 

Oh! away with empty notions, and come to the miniſtration of the Spirit, 
where the knowledge is living, the faith victorious, the love pure and un- 
defiled, the worſhip truly ſpiritual, even flowing from, and comprehended 
in, the life and virtue of the Spirit. Oh! that all that truly breathe after the 
Lord, might be gathered hither, found here, and dwell here. Amen. | 
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PosTSCRIPT to the EXPERIENCES.” 


ERSONS that have had ſome true touches of life, and true breathings 

after the Lord, yet not having their eye fixed'rightly upon him, nor 
diſcerning from whence- thoſe come, may eaſily loſe the true ſenſe of life, 
and another birth of another nature ſpring up in them inſtead thereof. 
This was it we — wanted in the day of our former profeſſion, even 
the diſcerning of that, and fixing upon that, which begat life in us; — 
want pr many of the moſt tender-hearted came to a loſs; whom t 
Lord at length ſhewed mercy to, manifeſting to them the light of their eyes, 
and the ſtay of their ſouls. Now to all that have been gathered hither by 
the Lord, life hath been renewed, and their former; experiences (of the Lord 
and his goodneſs to them in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) reſtored again with ad- 
vantage. And here they ſenſibly ſee, and daily experience, that nothing is 
of their own works, but all of grace and mercy in and through Chriſt, in 
whom they are created unto good works, which God before ordained that 
we ſhould walk in them. And here the glory is revealed; the glory of life, 
the glory of peace with the Lord, the glory of righteouſneſs in and through 
his Son, the glory of victory over the ſoul's enemies, and of leading cap- 
tivity captive, and treading upon the necks of kings, even of mighty Juſts, 


which mightily prevailed over and oppreſſed the ſoul, before the captain of 


our ſalvation appeared in the power and authority of his own Spirit. But 
bleſſed be the Lord, there is not only this glory revealed, but there is a de- 
fence over the glory; for there is that revealed which is able to defend it, 
and doth defend it, in the hearts of many, and in the living aſſemblies 
which have been gathered by God's holy power; which holy power (which 
gathered) daily quickens and overſhadows, and is a rock unto, and will 
be ſo for ever, even to all that abide with him in his holy covenant; but 


out of the limits of that into which God gathers, and wherein and whereby 


he preſerves, there is no defence to any. The curſed thing, the unclean 
thing, the earthly ſpirit, the earthly mind and wiſdom, the Lord hath ex, 
cluded, and it is to be excluded out of his camp for evermore, that the 
inward Ifrael may be kept holy to the Lord, and may ſerve and worſhip 
the Lord in the beauty of the inward holineſs, as the outward 1ſrael was 
ourwardly, to be, and to do, in that outward miniſtration of the ſhadows of 
tne goſpel ſtate. 0. CE”, | 7311 


"9me Scriptures very feveet, and neceſſary to be experienced in the 
Goſpel State. e 
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1 bis is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jeſus 
rs m thou hoſt ſent, John xvii. 3. There is a knowledge of God and 
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Chriſt, which is life eternal: and there is a knowledge of them (or at leaſt 
that which men. call ſo) which is not life eternal. The knowledge which is 
life eternal, is that knowledge which God gives to his own birth; even the 
ſpiritual knowledge which God gives to thoſe which are born of the Spirit; 
which is the knowledge of the myſtery of God, and of Chriſt in the myſtery, 
inwardly appearing, and working in the heart againſt the myſtery. of ſin 
and death. Oh! precious is the birth to which God gives this knowledge, 
and precious is the knowledge which he giveth to it. The knowledge (or 
that which men call knowledge) which is not life eternal, is that knowledg 
which man can get and comprehend from without, of himſelf, without the 
enlightenings and quickenings- of God's Holy Spirit and power inwardly 


felt, and operating in the heart. 
Mo man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
It is precious to witneſs that confeſſing and acknowledging Jeſus to be the 
Lord, which is by the Holy Ghoſt. For only they that are governed by 
the Holy Ghoſt can ſo confeſs him. The devil did confeſs Jeſus to be the 
Holy One, the Son of the living God, Sc. and many now. confeſs Jeſus to 
be the Lord, in the ſame ſpirit, being alienated from the life of God, and 
having no true ſenſe or underſtanding of that. But there is a confeſſion 
which cannot ariſe but from God's Spirit, and from the knowledge, ſenſe, 
and underſtanding which he gives; bleſſed are they that experience that. 
It is written in the prophets, and they ſhall be all taught of God. Every man 
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto mt, 
John vi. 45. Ah! bleſſed is he that can in true underſtanding ſay, The 
Lord hath made good this promiſe to me! he is become my teacher. I 
have heard his voice, as truly and certainly, inwardly in my heart, as ever! 
heard the voice of Satan there. He hath revealed his Son, his pure, holy, 
Iiving child Jefus in me. He hath drawn me to his Son; he hath taught 
me to come to his Son: and indeed fo ſoon as ever I heard and learned of 
the Father, I could not but come to the Son, and receive the Son, and 
give up myſelf to him: and he hath received me, and daily preſerveth me 
1 death, and the ſting and power thereof, and giveth unto me eternal 
r | | . 
He that hath the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son, hath not life, 
1 John v. 12. Ah! this is abundantly experienced! bleſſed be the name 
of the Lord ! Many who had not life, while they had not the Son, but 
mourned and lamented deeply after him (the Spirit of. the Lord being 
grieved in them, and his life not poſſeſſed by them) the Father revealing 
his Son in them, and giving him to them, and they enjoying and poſſeſſing 
him, feel that they are daily in the enjoyment and poſſeſſion of pure and 
freſh life in him. | 5 ö 
My fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my fleſh, 
and. drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him, John vi. 55, 56. We 
are of his fleſh, and of his bone, ſaid. they that did eat his fleſh, and _m_ 


Chriſt gives? Did not Chriſt promiſe it ſhould be a well? a ſpringing well? 
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his blood. They that eat Chriſt the one bread, are by that food made 
ers of his divine nature, and become one bread (for we being many, 

are one bread, as ſaid the apoſtle); ſo that now they are no longer darknefs, 
but light in the Lord. Oh! the pure fleſh and blood of the immaculate 
Lamb! Oh! the incorruptible food which gives life to the ſoul! Oh! the 
living word! Oh! the milk of this word, the milk of the heavenly. breaſt, 
which nouriſheth the babes! but the bread, the fleſh, the blood, is ſtronger 
nouriſhment. Oh! how brightly might this be opened, in the demon- 
ſtration of life, to the ſpiritual ear and underſtanding! but the carnal- 
minded are thick and groſs, being drowned in their own apprehenſions and 
ſenſe of the letter, but having no ſenſe of the myſtery, what it is myſtically 
to eat and drink the fleſh and blood of Chriſt (of him who is lite, and gives 
life) and to dwell together with him in the one Spirit, light, life, and 
power eternal. = | oben | . 
Fer with thee is the fountain of life; in thy light ſhall we ſee gt, Pal. 
xxxvi. 9. Oh! bleſſed are they that can experimentally (| thus, who 
know the fountain of life, and dwell there, where light ſhines more and more! 
Ile, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath na money, 
come ye, buy and eat : yea come, buy wine and milk without money, and without 
price. Wherefore do ye ſpend money for that which is not bread? and your 
labour for that which ſatisfieth not ? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 


which is good, and let your -ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and 


come unto me; hear, and your ſoul ſhall live; and I will make an everlaſting 
covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David, Iſaiah lv. 1, 2, 3. Here's 
happineſs, true happineſs, full happineſs! He that experiences this one 
portion of ſcripture is happy. He that knows the true thirſt after the true 
waters, and comes to the waters which he thirſts after, and knows how to 
buy, and hath bought the wine and milk which is to be had at the waters 


(Oh! who knows what this buying is! this is beyond all talk and outward 


profeſſion concerning the thing, concerning the precious pearl; this is the 


real, hearty trafficking of the wiſe merchant for it). And then to hearken 
diligently, and eat that which is good, and to have the ſoul delight itſelf in 
the fatneſs of God's houſe, in the riches and fatneſs of his goodneſs and 
mercy in Chriſt Jeſus; and not only to taſte of mercy, but to witneſs it ſure 
in the everlaſting covenant, that God will never be wroth with me more, 
never be a ſtranger to me more, neyer depart from me more, nor ſuffer me 
to depart from him; but preſerve me pure and chaſte to him, through his 
love ſhed abroad in my heart, and his holy fear, which conſtrains me to 
abide with him, and to keep his commandments. : 

But whoſoever drinketh of the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt : 
but the water that I. ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing up 
into everlaſting life, John iv. 14. Is not th:s an univerſal promiſe, to be 
made good to every-one that drinks of the water of life, of the water that 
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The fountain is of a ſpringing nature: and is not every drop * the fame 
nature? of a living nature? of a ſpringing nature? He that Bedey 

doth he not receive a well? Oh! the water which Chriſt giveth ! doth it not 
become a well in the true diſciple, in the living diſciple, out of which well 
the water is {till ſpringing and flowing, to nouriſh up with life and unto life, 
even with life of an everlaſting nature, and unto life everlaſting. Oh! the 
pure glory that is revealed in the goſpel-dffpeniation ! why is it ſo hid from 
mens eyes, r. profeſs themſelves to know the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
be his diſciples? 

For the life was manifeſted, and we have ſeen it; and bear witneſs, and Gew 
unto you that eternal life which was with the Father, and was manifeſted unto 
#s. That which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo may 
have fellowſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and wil 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i 1. 2, 3. This is precious to experience the life 
inwardly manifeſted, and to come out of death inwardly felt, into life in- 
wardly manifeſted, and fo to come into the holy fellowſhip with the Father 
and Son, and with the ſaints in light: for he that comes out of the darkneſs 
into the light, comes out of the fellowſhip of the dead into the fellowſhip 
of the living. 

Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; and 
ze ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls. For my yoke is eaſy, and my burthen is light, 
Matt. xi. 28, 29, 30. This invitation of Chriſt was to be fulfilled in the 
hearts of his diſciples; and it is precious inwardly to witneſs it effectually 
in the heart, as really as ever it was ſpoken by him. To be able to ſay, in 
the evidence and demonſtration of his Spirit, It is true, I did labour, I was 
heavy laden, none could eaſe or help me, till he called, till he knocked at 
the door of my heart, and till I came to him and received him i in; and he 
hath made good his word to my foul ; he hath given me reſt from my la- 
bours and heavy loads. He hath laid his yoke upon me, and I have took 
it and borne it, and have learned of him to be meek and lowly in heart like 
him, and I '% iſ found reſt to my ſoul. And now I ſhall never complain 
more of his yoke or burthen, he hath made it, and doth daily make it, ſo 
eaſy and light to me. 

And we know that the Son of Ged is come, and hath given us an underſtand- 
ing, that we may know him that is true; and wwe are in him that is true, even 
in his Son Feſus Chriſt. This is the true God and eternal life, 1 John v. 20. 
There 1s an inward, ſpiritual coming of the Son of God into the heart, by 

which coming (to them that receive him) he giveth a new and ſpiritual 
underſtanding, whereby they know him that is true (and without it they 
cannot) and are ingrafted into him and found in him; partaking of his 
life and righteouſneſs, to the glory of God the Father; and fo in true un- 
derſtan ding are able to ſay, Lo this is the God, this is the Saviour we waited 
7 his is the true or 7 very Cod, and eternal life, What are all * 
8 about 
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about God, and about his Son Chriſt Jeſus, to this: inward ſenſe and expe- 


God who commanded the: light to" fidive *0u2-of dovineſs; back flined int our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 


Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. Oh! how precious is it to be able to witneſs this 
in meaſure ! to experience God ſhining _ my tabernacle (as Job ſpeaks, 
Job xxix. 2, 3.) and by his light my walking through darkneſs ! It is true, 
Chriſt was the light, he had the fullneſs of light, and the apoſtles a very 
great proportion: bur, bleſſed be the Lord, I have received ſome, and am 
changed by it, and become light in the Lord; and walk with God, and 
dwell with God in the light, even as he 1s light, and dwells and walks in 
the light. Is not this a bleſſed teſtimony ? and is not he bleſſed who can ſet 
his ſeal to it? . e er | 

Which veil is done away in Chriſt, 2 Cor. iii. 14. It was promiſed of old, 
that in the mountain, where God would make the feaſt of fat things, he 
would deftroy, ſwallow up, or do away the veil, or that which veils the 


| life and glory of the Lord from man, and hinders it from being revealed 


in him, 1/aiah xxv. 6 7. Now in Chriſt there is no veil; in his light, life, 


ſpirit, and power, there is no veil : where they are inwardly manifeſted and 
received, the veil is done away, and the glory of the myſtery revealed and 


beheld. | 8 

If ye continue in my word, then are ye my diſciples indeed ; and ye ſhall know 
the truth, and the truth ſhall make you free, John viii. 31, 32. What is this 
word which the diſciples of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt are to continue in ? Is it 


any leſs than Spirit and life? And what is it to be a diſciple indeed, but to 


learn the law of life at his mouth, and to continue therein ? And what is 
ihe truth which makes free ? Is it not the living Truth (the Word which hves 
and abides tor ever) the powerful Truth, the operative Truth ? This cuts be- 
tween a man and his lovers; this divides between ſoul and ſpirit, joints and 
marrow, and makes the foul free from that evil ſpirit which hath embon- 
diced it, It ſanctifieth, it cleanſeth, it reneweth, it quickeneth, it giveth 
:rength, it maketh free from the ſoul's enemies, from the bondage of fin 
id corruption, and brings into the glorious liberty of the ſons of God: 
and they that are made free from fin by that which is contrary to fin, and 


ch ſubdues, overcomes, and deſtroys fin, they doubtleſs are free indeed. 


Qa! precious is it to experience this, even the truth that is free from fin, 
zd makes free from ſin all that truly know it, and are joined to it, and live 
anch abide in it! e | 

+ :r fin ſhall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the law, but 


24% grace, Rom. vi. 14. What's the law ? what's the miniſtration of the 


Is it not the miniſtration of the letter? of that which is holy and righ- 
ous, by an outward or literal command? What's grace? Is it not the in- 
ard teacher, which inwardly inſtructeth to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, Sc? Is it not the mini- 

| | {tration 
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tration of the Spirit and power? Is it not the miniſtration df the new. 
covenant, where the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus is written in the 


heart, and the commandment of life made eaſy by the power of the Lord 
Jeſus, who manifeſts himſelf within to make willing unto, and to ſtrengthen 
to Obedience? | | e 3 


Now they that are under this grace, under this Spirit, under this Power, 


_ doth it not break the power and dominion of fin in them, and ſet them 


free therefrom? Can fin break in upon thoſe who dwell under the ſhadow 
of the Almighty ? Indeed a man may be under a literal diſpenſation of holy 
commands againſt ſin, and yet be under the power of fin : but he that is 
gathered under the wing of Chriſt, under the grace and Spirit of the goſpel, 
turned from Satan's power to God's power, and within the wall and 
bulwark thereof, he witneſſeth this true, Sin hath not dominion, fin cannot 
have dominion, fin ſhall not have dominion over you. No device of the enemy 


ſhall be able to hurt or deſtroy on God's holy mountain; for his light ſhines 


there. to diſpel the darkneſs, and his power 1s revealed there, to ſcatter and 


daſh in pieces the ſtrength of the enemy whenever it appears. 


Upon all the glory ſhall be a defence, Iſaiah iv. 5. Oh! the Lord God, by 
the Spirit and power of the goſpel, in the day thereof, is bringing many 


ſons to glory, into great, inward, ſpiritual glory; yea, into exceeding 


(for the miniſtration of the Spirit exceeds in glory). And as God hath or- 


dained this glorious miniſtration for his ſons and daughters under the new 


covenant, ſo by the Spirit and power of the new covenant, when it breaks 
forth, he is daily working, tranſlating, and changing them, out of the earthly 


nature and image, into his own divine nature, into his own heavenly ; 
2 Cor. iii. 18. And, bleſſed be the Lord, the defence of his power is | tt | 


over the glory of his holy mountain, ſo that nothing can make a prey of, 
or devour the birth of life, or deprive of the inheritance of hte there. The 
Lord doth not only give a bleſſed lot and lines in pleaſant places, bur he 
maintains the lot of his children; fo that they can dwell in their Father's 
houſe, and feed on the heavenly food and rich dainties of the kingdom, in 


the majeſty of the name of the Lord their God; which is ſuch a dread unto 


the enemies, and ſuch a defence about them, as none can make afraid: but 
they are kept in perfect peace, in perfect reſt, in pure love, out of which 
life ſprings and flows continually. ns | 

And in that day thou ſhalt ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee , though thou waſ 
angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comforteſt me. Behold, 
God is my ſalvation : I will truſt and not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my 
Strength and ſong, he alſo is become my ſalvation. Therefore with joy ſhall ye 
draw water out of the wells of ſalvation, Iſaiah xii. 1, 2, 3. Oh! precious 
to witneſs the inward ſpiritual day of redemption and deliverance, wherein 
praiſes from a living ſenſe naturally ſpring up to the Lord! to witneſs the 


reproofs at an end, the anger, indignation, trouble, and forrow at an end, 
and the Comforter come, miniſtering peace, joy, and comfort to the _ 
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Ak! when the Lord: is felt, the ſalvation (his preſence, his power, his life, 


his virtue the ſalvation); when faith ſprings towards him, and the fear of 
the enemy (or concerning the enemy) is baniſhed; when he is experi- 
enced to be the ſouPs daily 3 againſt him; yea, and doth ſo deliver, 
that inſtead of the former fear, becauſe of the fury and oppreſſion of the 
enemy, the ſoul can now ſing, becauſe of that ſtrength and heavenly. au- 
thority, which the Lord putteth forth and exerciſeth in the heart againſt 
him ! When. the well off life, the well of ſalvation; the Saviour's well, is 
kept open, and the Philiſtines, the uncircumciſed ſpirit, power and nature, 
calt out, that they can ſtop it no more; but the ſoul can draw the water of 
life out of the well and fountain of life with joy; ah! then the goſpel- diſ- 
penſation rf indeed known, and the bleſſed eſtate thereof witneſſed and 
experienced! FO | | | 
'T conn thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; 
and white raiment, , that thou mayeſt be cloathed, and that the ſhame of thy 
nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-ſalve, that 'thou mayeſt 
ce, Rev. iii. 18. What is the gold tried in the fire, which man is to buy 
of Chriſt, that he may be made rich therewith? What is the white raiment 
which the ſoul is to be cloathed with, without which it is naked in God's 
ſghr, and in the fight of the truly diſcerning (and there is a time when the 
ſhame of its nakedneſs will appear more generally, as it doth already to the 
eye of the ſpiritual man who judgeth all things)? What is the eye - ſalve 
wherewith the eye is to be anointed, or it cannot ſee? Is it not precious to 
purchaſe this gold and raiment of Chriſt, and to have this eye- ſalve to anoint 
the eye with, and to keep it open that it may daily ſee its way, and walk in 
the light of the Lord? Certainly this is all utward and ſpiritual, as a remnant. 
witneſs it this day; glory to the Lord Gd. TS x 
But the anointing which ye have received of bim, abideth in you; and ye 
need not that any man teach you: but as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lye; and even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide 
in him, 1 John ii. 27. The outward anointing was a ſhadow of the inward, 
and had a glory in it under the diſpenſation of the law; and the inward 


anointing in the goſpel-diſpenſation is. ſpiritual and divine, and exceeding 


glorious. Chriſt, the anointed one, anoints all his. No being a ſon, without 
being begotten by the Spirit and power of the Father; and no abiding a 
on, but by the virtue and power of the ſame Spirit, remaining in and 
with the ſoul; ſo that every ſon receives of the anointing of the Father: 
Chriſt received the Spirit, the fullneſs, that, he might give to them a pro- 
portion. Now to experience this anointing, and to experience it abiding 
and teaching all things; and to know this voice, the voice of the ſhepherd, 
the voice of the anointing, which the ſheep. ſtill finds to be true, and no lie; 
and to abide in the vine, in the life, in. the Spirit, in the power, as this 
Spirit or anointing teacheth : Oh! here's the ſweet ſtate, the clear ſtate, the 
bleſſed ſtate! Here the promiſes and bleſſings are Yea and Amen in Chriſ. : 

j and. 
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ard the ſoul can fay, he is faithful and juſt who hath promiſed; ' who Hath 
opened the treaſures of life to his family, to his houſe, to his children, to 
tns fervants, and bleſſeth them with all fpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly things, 

Surely his ſalvation is nigh them that fear him, that glory may dwell in our 
land: mercy and truth are met; righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed. Truth ſhall 
ſpring out of the earth; and righteouſneſs ſhall look down from heaven. Yea, 
the Lord ſpall give that which is good; and our land fhall yield ber increaſe. 
Righteouſneſs ſhall go before him, and ſhall ſet us in the way of his ſteps, 
Pfal. Ixxxv. 9. to the end. Is it not precious to witneſs that fear of God in 
the heart to which ſalvation is nigh, and the land wherein glory dwells? 
Where mercy and truth meet, righteouſneſs and peace kiſs ? Where truth 


ſprings out of the earth, and righteouſneſs looks down from heaven? Where 


God gives that which is good, and the land of the living yields the increaſe 
of life to him? Where righteouſneſs goes before him, and he ſets his in 
the way of his ſteps? Where the Lamb goes before, and the way is not 
known, but as the Lamb goes before and leads into it? Where God is the 
ſhepherd, and the ſoul doth not want, becauſe he maketh it to lie down in 
paſtures of tender graſs, and leadeth by the waters of quietneſs (where it 
drinks of the brook in the way) and in the paths of righteouſneſs for his 
name's ſake ? See P/al. xxiii. Is there not a kingdom of darkneſs, a land 
of iniquity inwardly ? and do not they that dwell there, and fit there, dwell 
in darkneſs, and fit in the region and ſhadow of death? And is there not a 
travel out of this land into the holy land (the land of light, the land of 
the living) and a tranſlation out of this kingdom into the kingdom of the 
dear Son? And is not God the ſhepherd there? Chriſt the bithop of the ſoul 
there? and doth not he overſee and take care of fouls there, leading them 
into freſh paſtures, and by the ſoft flowing waters ? Is not falvation nigh 
there, yea, round about that land ? Do not mercy and truth meet there? 
righteouſneſs and peace kiſs there ? yea, doth not the glory of the Moſt High 
dwell in, and overſhadow that land ?. Is not the eye of the Lord upon it tor 
good, from one end of the year to the other ? doth not he watch over it night 
and day, that none hurt it, and water it in the proper ſeaſons? Oh! who can 


utter the goodneſs and glory of the Lord which is revealed and ſhines here 


Rev. iii. 20. Beholg, I tand at the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will ſup with him, and he with me. 
Here are ſeveral things, which, in their order and ſeaſons, the living come 
to a certain and ſenſible experience of. 

As, Firſt, Chriſt ſtanding at the door and knocking. What is the door at 


which he ſtands? and how doth he knock? How doth the contrary ſpirit 


knock ? how doth his Spirit knock ? | | 
Secondly, What is his voice ? and how is his voice heard ? To hear Wil- 
dom's cry within, in the inward ftreets; his call at the door, at which he would 
| | enter; 


into the truth, even into the myſtery there 
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enter; muſt not the true ear in ſome meaſure be opened firſt? Can any one 
| hear without an ear ? RT drawer 


Thirdly, What it is to open the door? There is a door-keeper's ſtate to 
be witneſſed, and. the right door-keeper knows how to open and how to 
ſhut the door, and is exerciſed in opening and ſhutting the door. The king 
of glory is to be opened to, and let in; but no wolf, no ſtranger, no 


” 4 


ſtrange ſpirit, is to be hearkened or opened to. 


Fourthly, What Chriſt's coming in is at the door opened to him? When 


he knocks, would he not come,in? Would he ſtand always at the door 


knocking ? Nay, nay ; when the door_is opened at which he knocks, he 
who is the reſurrection and the life enters; the king of righteouſneſs, the 
king of peace, enters; he who is the wiſdom gnd power of God enters; 
and what becomes of the power and goods of the enemy then? Doth he 
not kill and. deſtroy them? Doth he not conſume and deyour them ? 
Doth he not empty the houſe of them, and garniſh the houſe with that 
which is truly pure, glorious, and beautiful? QW | 

Laſtly, What is it to have him ſup with the ſoul? And what is it for 
the ſoul to ſup with him? Is not here eating and drinking in his Father's 
kingdom? Doth he not firſt deſtroy the devil's A and then ſet up 
his own kingdom? And doth he not faſt with the foul, and feaſt with the 
ſoul, in the kingdom which he ſets up there? Oh! that all men knew how 
near he who is eternal life is to them! Doth not God ſearch the heart? 
Is not he near the heart? Doth not his light ſhine there, in the midſt of 


man's darkneſs and corruption? Doth not his power reach thither, and 


aſſault and trouble the enemy? Doth not his pure love wherewith he loveth 
man pierce thither? Doth he not knock? Doth he not call? Doth he not 
touch? Doth he not draw? Doth he not give, at times, ſome living ten- 
der ſenſe to many hearts, who too much neglect and deſpiſe him, and re- 
gard not the day of his tender viſiting them, and calling after them ? Oh! 
how is the love of God, the Spirit of God, the life of God, the wiſdom of 


God, the power of God, the drawings and inſtructions of his grace day by 


day reſiſted by the wiſdom and will of the fleſh, in thoſe that are born 
thereof, and hearken thereto, and ſo live after the fleſh, and not after that 
which reproves the fleſh ? „„ . | | 

Many more ſcriptures might be mentioned, and allo ſenſibly and livingly 


_ witneſſed to; but theſe are enough to give a taſte. . The Lord open mens 


underſtandings into the thing itſelf, and Bye them . N opens 
7, wherein is the hidden life and 


vircue. Amen. 
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A feu mord. concer ning the true Chrif 3 how it may be certainly all 
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infallibly known which is be. 


" 


This queſtion relates not to his outward appearance, in the days of his 
Heſh; but to his inward and ſpiritual appearance, how it may be known, 


To which the anſwer on my heart is, Even after the ſame way, and by the 


ſame means is he to be known in his inward appearance, as he was known 
in his outward; which was by the revealing of the Father. For none knows 


. the Son but by the Father, and be to whom the Father reveals bim. And when 


Simon Peter confeſſed him to be Chriſt, the Son of the living God, Bleſſed 
(ſaid he) art thou, Simon Akr-Fona; for fleſh and blood bath nat revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father whith is in heaven, Matth. xvi. 16, 17. | 

And if none could know Chriſt in his appearance in the fleſh, notwith- 
ſtanding ſo many manifeſt and expreſs prophecies concerning him, but 
ſuch only to whom the Father revealed him; how ſhall any know his in- 
ward and ſpiritual appearance, unleſs they be taught of the Father, and 
hear and learn of him fo to do? 

But more particularly to ſhew how the Father revealed his Son, and how 
they came to know in that day that he was the Son of the living God, the 
Holy One, the anointed Saviour; and' that the ſame way, and by the ſame 


means, people that will truly know him, muſt come to the knowledge of 


him now; 


Firſt, They came to know him by the manifeſtation of the life that was 
in him, by the fullneſs of the grace and truth which dwelt in him, and 
put itſelf forth, ſo as to be diſcerned by the inward and ſpiritual eye in 
them. For tbe life was manifeſted, 1 John i. 2. The life which was in him 
was manifeſted to the ſpiritual eye which was in them; and thus they came 
to know him. ; | | 

Secondly, By his voice and knocks. Thus ſaid he concerning his ſheep 
in thoſe days, that they knew his voice, John x. 4. Oh! he hath ſuch a 


voice, as none hath but he! He ſpeaks in his Father's authority (not as the 


ſcribes, not as earthly-wiſe, learned men); he ſpeaks in the evidence and 
demonſtration of God's Spirit. The words which he ſpeaks are Spirit and 
life; they that hear his voice live; and when he ſs at the door and 
knocks, he pierceth deep. 

Oh ! the beatings of his hand upon the tender and ſenſible hearts and 
conſciences! Oh! his ſecret reproofs, his ſecret inſtructions, his ſecret 
quickenings and enlightenings! How did they, and how do they, eternally 


make him manifeſt in the hearts and conſciences of his? 


Thirdly, By his baptiſm, or by his baptizing into his own Spirit and 
power. While people were in expectation, and muſed in their hearts of 
John, whether he were the Chriſt or not, John. anſwers the caſe, and tells 
them how they might diſcern and know the true Chriſt. It is not 4 who 
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Baptize with water; but he that baptizeth with tbe Holy Ghoſt, and with. 
fre; whoſe fan is in his band, &c. Luke iii. 15, 16, 17. Was not this ben 
and is not this not, the way to know the true Chriſt ? He that knoweth 
him who inwardly and ſpiritually baptizeth, him who hath the fan, who 
inwardly fanneth and purgeth the floor, gathering in the wheat, and burn- 
ing up the chaff, doth not he inwardly, truly, and ſpiritually know Chriſt ? 
He that knoweth the word, . which is quick and. powerful, and ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword, piercing even to the. dividing. aſunder of foul and 
ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart; doth. not he know the word which. was in the be- 
ginning, which was with God, yea, which was God? For he is the only. 
ſearcher of the heart, and trier of the reins. | | N | 
Fourthly, By his mighty works. The works which the-Father hath. given 
me to finiſh, the ſame works that I do bear witneſs of me, that the Father bath 
ſent me, John v. 36. And when: John ſent two of his diſciples to Jeſus 
with this queſtion : Art thou he that ſhould come, or look we for another ? 
Chriſt bids them go, and tell John what things they had ſeen and heard 
how that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the 
Cad are raiſed, to the poor the goſpel is preached , and bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall 
not be offended in me, Luke vii. 22, 23. Why berein is a marvellous thing 
(faid the blind man) that ye know.not from. whence be is, and yet be hath opened 
my eyes, John ix. 10. He who hath the power, and putteth forth the power 
inwardly ; who openeth the inward eye, the inward. ear, looſeth the in- 
ward tongue, cauſeth the inward feet to walk. in the way. of life, and the 
inward hands to work the works of God; he is the. Meſſiah, the. Saviour, 
the Word of life, the Son of the living God.. They, that believe in him, in 
his Spirit, in his power, in his. inward, appearance, . have. the. witneſs in 
themſelves, the living teſtimony, which none can put out, or take away 
from them. He hath opened mine eyes, he hath' opened my heart, he 
hath raiſed me out of the grave, he hath given me eternal life. He hath 
changed me inwardly, created me inwardly, by the working of his mighty 
power; and I daily live, and am preſerved, and grow by the ſame. power. 
1 feel his life, his virtue, his power, his preſence day by day. He is with 
me, he lives in me; and I live not of myſelf, but by feeling him to live 
in me, finding life ſpring up from him into me, and through me; and 
herein lies all my ability and ſtrength for evermore. 


1 jew Words in the Bowels of tender Love and Good-21ll to my. 
N native Country. 577 


It is written, Ven thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
wrid ſhall learn righteouſneſs. Oh! that this might be verified concerning 
hee, O England! even that thou mighteſt learn righteouſneſs, and that 
tne days of. thy unrighteouſneſs might come to an end! Have not God's 

= - Lt &, | zudgments . 
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jucgments been upon thee? Yea, ate nt God's judlginenits till upon thee? 
15 can any Si divert them from contig! were upon thee,” but thy. 
y retutni ng upto. the Lord, in be fenlible of the by unfeigned e. 
aer: Oh that thou mi bteſt be ſe — „ be Lord, 
and mighteſt heat the rod, and Hith who hath appointed it! The Lot bath 
power over all nations, and can break them in pieces 25 a pottet's veſſel 
3 but as the drop of a bucket, as the the balance; 
they are before him as nothing, and are counted to bm e chan nothing, 
40 vanit 
Read 20 xxiv. ee 55 God will Pied with nations, 4050 con BGer vbe⸗ 
ther he be not dealing thus with thee? Oh! hath not that been found i i 
thee, and is not that found in thee, which provoketh the Lord exceedi 
on that the we ighty ſenſe of thy fins were upon thee, and that thou mi 4 
repent, and turn from them; that thou mighteſt reap the benefit of 
God 's judgments, and learn righteouſneſs, and his - indignation” might be 
bo rb? ty rom thee, and his tender bowels of compalſion move towards 
thee. 
But perhaps ſome may ſay, What is the righteovfueſ we Momid learn? 
Anſw. Oh! learn to know God; that is a righteous thing. Learn to 
fear God ; learn to worſhip him aright. How is that? Why 3 in his own 
Spirit and truth, in which he feeks to be worſhipped. Learn humility to- 
wards God; learn Juſtice and mercy towards men; learn to love thy ene- 
mies. If ye will be Chriſtians, that is the law of Chriſt; bur that which is 
called the Chriftian world, many of them have not yet learned ſo much as to 


Iove their friends: but hate and perſecute ſuch as fear the Lord, and ſeck 


their good, and ſtand in the gap to keep back the wrath of the Lord from 
breaking in upon them, and are wreſtling mightily with him, with ſtro 
cries, that he would ſtay the ſharpneſs thereof, that it might not break fort 

to their deſtruction. 

Learn to do to others as ye would be done to. Do not do to any, becauſe 
of their religion and tender conſciences towards the Lord, what ye would 
not have done to yourſelves becauſe of your religion. How long will it be 
ere ye learn this? How many judgments and diſtreſſes ſhall come upon you, 
before ye bow in ſpirit under the mighty hand of God, and yield yourſelves 
in ſubmiſſion to him, to learn theſe things of him ? 

Queſt. But how ſhall we learn righteoujneſs ? 

Anſw. Retire inwardly to that, and hearken inwardly to that, which ers 
the ſenſe of judgments, and learn of that; and that will wean you inwardly 
from all your unrighteouſneſs, and teach you righteouſneſs. There is that 
inwardly in the unregenerate which hardens and miſleads; there is alſo that 
inwardly which tenders, melts, teacheth, and leadeth aright, as it is be- 
heved in and obeyed. 

Oh ! that men knew the rence head two, and how to turt 
from the one to the other! For out of the heart proceeds all that is evil and 

: =p vain, 


h 


cleanſed thereby, and 


Peſſeript to the Experiences. 22435 
Vain, and out of the heart are the iſſues of life alſo, The well or puddle 
of the muddy waters, of the waters of Egypt, of the wine of Sodom, and 


Vaters of Babylon, is there; and the well and ciſtern of the pure waters is 


there alſo. ä | | 

Oh! my native country, that thou mighteſt be the firſt nation in this age 
of the world that might pafs through the judgments of God, and b. 
be happy! Oh! that thy rulers and governors were 
weaned from the ſpirit and wiſdom of this world, and might receive of 
God's holy Spirit and wiſdom, and judge and govern themſelves and the 
people thereby ! When the Jew outward was choſen to be the people of 


| God, did not he pour out of his Spirit to govern them by? Were the 


judges, kings, and leaders thereof only anointed with outward oil? Were 
they not alſo anointed with God's Spirit? And can any Chriſtian magiſtrate 
govern aright any Chriſtian nation without the aſſiſtance and guidance of 
the ſame Spirit? And oh! that all. the people were anointed alſo, that they . 
might be inwardly kings and prieſts to the Lord, and the kingdom of 
Chriſt might be inwardly fet up in all their hearts, and every man might 
reign, in and through him, over the enemies of his own ſoul! Oh! that 
the power and glory of the Lord might cover thy governors and inhabitants, 
O England! Oh! the prayers that have been long put up in bowels of 
tenderneſs for thee! Oh! the beſom of the Lord, the beſom of his righte- 
ous judgments, that it might ſweep the hearts of .men inwardly, that this 
nation might be prepared for the glory of the Lord (for the glory which 


he reveals in his heavenly birth) to break forth outwardly, to the admira- 


tion and magnifying of the work of his power in the eyes of all beholders ! 


Amen, Amen. 


THE 


* 
DE SSR tt ook 


4s 


THE 


FLESH and BLOOD 


O F 


C H R I 8 — 


In the MYSTERY * in the OuTwaRD, 


Brief , tain] : and uprightly Acknowledged and 
_ == ; 


For the Satisfaction id Benefit of the T . ARTED, | 


WHO 


Deſire to Experience the Quickening, Healing, and Cleanfing 
VIRTUE of it. 


WITH 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT concerning the People called Qua KERS, 
in reference both to Principle and Doctrine. | 


| Whereunto are added, 


Some few other Things, which, by the Bleſſing of Gop, may be experi- 
mentally found uſeful to the true Pilgrims and faithful Travellers out of 
the Nature and Spirit of this World. | 


Written in true Love and Tenderneſs of Spirit by 


ISAAC PENING TON. 


And without controverſy great is the myſtery of godlineſs. God was manifeſt in 
the fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into glory, 1 T1M. 111. 16. 


Of whom are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the fieſ 9 came, wha is 
pP per all, God bleſſed for ever. Auen. Ro. ix. 5. 


ſome of the people called Qu ARK ERS, and ſome of the people called 
NABAPTISTS, and other confederates, wherein I was ſomewhat concerned, 
being charged or brought in by Thomas Hicks, in his ſecond book of Dia- 
logues, called Continuation, p. 4. to prove, that the QuAK ERS account the 
blood of Chriſt no more than a common thing; and having been at that 
meeting to clear my innocency in that particular; but the thing not then 
coming in queſtion, and I being to return to my habitation in the coun- 
try (though I ſtaid alſo a ſecond meeting for that purpoſe) ; it was on my 
heart, in the clearneſs and innocency thereof, to give forth this teſtimony, 
to take off that untruth and calumny of T. H. both from the People called 
QvAk RS, and myſelf; being both of us greatly therein injured, as the 
Lord God of heaven and earth knoweth. I have had experience of that 
deſpiſed people for many years, and I have often heard them (even the an- 
tient ones of them) own Chriſt both inwardly and outwardly. Yea, I heard 
one of the antients of them thus teſtify, in a publick meeting many years 
ſince, That if Chriſt had not come in the fleſh, in the follnefs of time, to 
bear our fins in his own body on the tree, and to offer himſelf up a ſacti- 
fice for mankind, all mankind had utterly periſhed. ” 
What cauſe then have we to praiſe the Lord God, for ſending his Son 
in the hkeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for what his Son did therein! O pro- 
feſſors! do not pervert our words. (by reading them with a prejudiced 
mind) quite contrary to the drift of God's Spirit by us! If ye ſhould thus 
read the holy ſcriptures, yea, the very words of Chriſt himſelf therein, and 
give that wiſdom of yours which fights againſt us ſcope to comment upon 
them, and perverts them after this manner, what a ſtrange and hideous 
appearance of untruth and contradiction to the very ſcriptures of the Old 
Teſtament might ye make of that wonderful appearance of God? For = 
| 8 * 


II. ING been lately at London, upon occaſion of a meeting between 


|; 
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words of Chriſt ſeemed fo fooliſh and impoſſible to the wiſe men of that | 


age, that they. frequently contradicted, and ſometimes derided him 


If we be not of God, we ſhall come to nought; nay, we had not ſtood to 


this day, if his mighty power had not upheld us. We could not have ſtood 
inwardly, nor could we have ſtood outwardly, againſt the fierce aſſaults we 


have met with both ways. And as we have not had by-ends to move us 


inwardly, ſo neither have we had by-ends to move us outwardly, as our 


God knoweth. | ES | | 

Oh! T. H. doſt thou believe the eternal judgment at the great day, not 
outwardly only in notion, but inwardly in heart? Oh! then confider how 
wilt thou anſwer it to God, for ſaying ſo many things in the name of a 


people, as their helief and words, which never were ſpoken by any one of 


them, nor ever came into any one of their hearts! Innocency in me, life 
in me, truth in me, the Chriſtian ſpirit and nature in me, is a witneſs 
againſt thee, that thou wroteſt thy dialogues out of the Chriſtian nature 


and Spirit; and thy brethren, William Kiffin and the reſt, who have ſtood 
by thee to juſtify thee (or at leaſt ſeemed ſo to do) muſt take notice of theſe 
things, and condemn them in thee, or they will expoſe themſelves: (and 
their religion) to the righteous judgment of God, and of all who love 


truth, and hate forgery and deceit. 


I pity thee; yea, I can truly ſay, I forgive thee the injury thou haſt done 


me (though indeed it is very great, thus to repreſent me publickly; what 
thou couldſt not have done, if. thou hadſt equally conſidered the things 


written in that book); and I alſo. deſire that thou mayeſt be ſenſible of what 


thou haſt fo evilly done, and confeſs-it before God, that he alſo might for- 


give thee. Oh! I would not bear the weight of this fin at the judgment- 


{cat of Chriſt for ten thouſand worlds! And that theſe books ſhould be fo 


long publick, and thy brethren take no notice of them, but rather at laſt 


apply themſelves to juſtify thee, oh! how will they anſwer this thing, 
when they come to anſwer it for ever! Oh! why will ye ſet up an intereſt 
againſt our Lord Chriſt (who is the truth, and teacheth truth) and bend all 


your ſtrength and underſtanding to make lies, 'falſhoods, and forgeries to 


appear as it they were truth, and not forgeries ? 
If ye will judge yourſelyes, and repent of theſe things, ye ſhall not be 


condemned of the Lord; but if ye will go on, to cover and hide this great 
iniquity, ye ſhall not proſper therein. | 


As for my particular, I had committed my cauſe to the Lord, and in- 


tended to have been, wholly. ſilent, knowing my innocency will be cleared 
by him in this particular at the great day, and the love, truth, and up- 
1ghtneſs wherein I wrote theſe things owned by him. Babes | 

But in the love of God, and in the ſtillneſs and tenderneſs of my ſpirit, 


I was moved I: to write what follows. And oh! that it would pleaſe 


the Lord to make it ſerviceable even to T. H. himſelf, for his good. 


Vor. II. K K THE 


1 HE ; i 


FLESH and BLOOD of CHRIST, Oc. 


1 
* 


4. 
he maketh his perſonated Quaker ſpeak thus: Thou ſayeſt, we obo the 


blood of Chriſt no more than'a common thing; yea, no more than the Blood 
of a comman thief. To which he makes his perſonated Chriſtian anſwer thus: 
Jaac Penington (who I ſuppoſe is an approved Quaker) aſks this queſtion , Can 


1 N the ſecond part of T homas Hicks's Dialogues called Continuation, p. 


outward blood cleanſe ? Therefore, ſaith be, we muſt enquire, whether it was 
the bload. of the veil, that is, of the human nature, or the blood within the veil, 


viz. of that ſpiritual man, conſiſting of fleſh, blood, and bones, which took on 
him the veil, or human nature. It is not the blood of the weil; that is but out- 
ward; and can outward blood cleanſe * : 


Now to ſatisfy any that deſire to underſtand the truth as it is, and to 


know what the intent of my heart and words (as 12 by me) was, I 
ſhall firſt ſay ſomewhat to his ſtating the queſtion, and then open my heart. 
nakedly and plainly, as it then was, and ftill is, in this matter. | 

Firſt, I anſwer, theſe were not my words, which he hath ſet down as 
mine; but words of his own patching up, partly out of ſeveral queries of 
mine, and partly out of his own conceivings upon my queries, as if he in- 
tended to make me appear both ridiculous and wicked at once, For I no 
where ſay, or affirm, or did ever believe, that Chriſt is a ſpiritual man, con- 
fiſting of fleſh, blood, and bones, which took on him the veil of human 
nature. Thus he repreſents me as ridiculous. It is true, Chriſt inwardly, 
or as to his inward being, was a Spirit, or God bleſſed for ever,. manifeſted 
in fleſh; which (to ſpeak properly) cannot have fleſh, blood, and bones, as 
man hath. And then, beſides his alterations at the beginning, putting in 


only tour words of my query, and leaving out that which next follows 


(which might have manifeſted my drift and intent in them) he puts in an 
affirmation which was not mine, in theſe his own words: It is not the blood 
of the veil; that is but outward; and then annexeth to this affirmation of 
his own, the words of my former query, Can outward blood cleanſe ? As if 


theſe words of mine (Can outward blood cleanſe?) did neceſſarily infer that 
the blood of Chriſt is but a common thing. | 


Herein 
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 Hefelti he repreſents me wicked, and makes me ſpeak, by His changin 

and adding, that which never was in my heart, and the contrary whereto 

have ſeveral times affirmed in thit very book where thoſt ſeveral queries 
were put (out of which he forms chis his own query, giving it forth in my 
name). For in the 'f6th page of that beck, beginning at line 3. I po- 
ſitively affirm thus: that Ch did offer up the fleſh and blood of "that body 
(though not only fo, for he poured out his foul, he poured out his Hfe) a 
ſacrifice or offering for fin, a ſacrifice unto the Father, and in it. taſted death 
for every man; and that it is upon tonfideration (and through God's acceptante 
of this ſacrifice for fin) that the fins of believers are pardoned," that God might be 
juſt, and the juſtifier of bim who believeth in Feſus, or who is of the faith of 
Jeſus, Is this common fleſh and blood ? Can this be affirmed of common 
fleſh and blood? CONES: to have conſidered this, and other paſſages 
in my book , of the fame tendency, and not thus have feproached me, and 
miſrepreſented me to theworld? Is this a Chriſtian ſpirtt; or according to 
the law or prophets, or Chriſt's doctrine? Doth he herein do as he would 
be done by? Oh! that he had à heart tg confider it! I might alſo except 
againſt thoſe words: human nature (which he twice putteth in) being not my 
words, nor indeed rhiy ſenſe; for by human nature, as J judge, is under- 


ſtood more than the body: whereas I, by the word veil, intended no mote 


than the fleſh (or outward body), which in ſcripture is expreſsly {6 called, 
Heb. x. 20. through the veil, that is to ſay, bis fleſh. P. 
Secondly, I cannot but take notice of this, that he hath not cited the 
place, Page, or pages; nay, not ſo much as named the book, where thoſe 
yings which he attributeth to me are written; whereby any per- 
ſons that are not willing to take things upon bare report (eſpecially in ſo 
deep charges, reflecting not only upon one perſon, but a whole people), 
might confult_the place, and ſee whether they were my words or no; and 
whether the queries I did put (indeed to the hearts of people) had any fuch 
drift or no, and might compare the words (if they were mine) both with 
what went before, and alfo Allowed after; and with what was faid in ſe- 
veral other places of the book, which ſpeak of Chriſt's fleſh and blood as of 
no common thing, but as that which God makes uſe of toward the re- 
demptien of mankind, | Sr Bede | 
Thirdly, The drift of all thoſe queries in that book was not to vilify the 
fleſh and blood of Chriſt, by reprefenting it as a common or uſeleſs thing, 
but to bring people from ſticking in the outward, to a ſenfe of the inward 
myſtery; without which inward fenfe and feeling, the magnifying and crying 
up the outward doth not avail. Indeed, at that time, I was in a great ex- 
erciſe concerning profeſſors : love was deeply working in my heart; and I 
was in a very tender frame of ſpirit towards them, as any may perceive, 
who, in the fear of God and in meekneſs of fpirit, ſhall read that book 
(it is intituled, A queſtion to the profeſſors of chriſtianity, whether they have the 


ue, living, powerful, ſaving „ of Chriſt, or no, &c.) And in this 
. Ex | 


tender 
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tender frame, in the midſt of my crying w. God for them, thoſe queries, 
from a true ſenſe and underſtanding, ſprang up in my heart. even to neceſ- 
ſitate them, if poſſible, to ſome ſenſe of the myſtery, which there is an ab. 
ſolute neceſſity of unto true chriſtianity and ſalvation. This was the very 
intent of my heart in the ſeveral queries, which generally. ſpeak of one and 
the ſame thing, under ſeveral metaphors and figures. And tliat this was 
my intent, theſe, words following, in the ſecond page of my preface t0 dhe 
book, do plainly expreſs; the words are theſe : New to draw; mens minds to 
a. ſenſe of truth, io a ſenſe of that <vhich.z5 the tving, that they might know the 
bread indted, that they might know. the living waters, come. io them and drink 
thereof, and find Chriſt in them a well of water. ſpringing qp to «ternal life, 
therefore was it in my heart to give forth this queſtion. and the enſuing querus, 
which he that rightly anſwers, muſt know the thing, and be, that-dotb' not know 
the thing, by his inability to anſwer, may find that foe-doth not, and ſo may-wait 
upon God, that he may\receive ibe knowleage of it, and come to it. for theigternd 
And that I did mean the myſtery, when I ſpake of bread,. water; the 
wine, the live coal from the altar, the leaves of the tree of life, the putting 
on Chriſt, the. fleſh and blood of Chriſt, &c. is very plain to him that reads 
ſingly. . But to make it manifeſt, particularly concerning the fleſh and blood 
of Chriſt, I ſhall recite one query; it is the 33d. query, page 29. The 


query is thus: Is not the true church fleſb. of Chriſt's fleſh, and bone of bis bon? 


1s not the falſe or antichriſtiau church fleſh of Antichriſt's fleſh,. and bone of Anti- 
chriſt's bone? What is the fleſh of the ſpiritual whore, which is to be ſtripped 
naked and burnt with fire? Shall ever the church, which is of Chriſts. fleſh, be 
| firipped naked and burnt with fire? Nay, doth not his fleſh make. able to. abide the 
devouring fire, and to dwell with the everlaſting burnings * Can this poſſibly 
be underſtood. of outward fleſn and bone? Is it not manifeſtly intended of 
Reſh and bone in the myſtery.? Yea, that it did relate to the myſtery, in 
that very query, out of which he takes. the four firſt words, and no more, 
is very manifeſt by the following words of the ſame query. It is the 17th 
query, page 23. The query runs thus: Can outward blocd cleanſe the con- 


ſcience ? Ye that are ſpiritual, conſider , can outward. water waſh the ſoul clean? 


Ze that have ever felt the blood of ſprinkling from the Lord upon your con- 
ferences, and your conjciences cleanſed thereby, did ye ever feel it to be outward? 
I is one thing what a man apprebends (in the way of notion) from the letter con- 
cerning the things of Gad, and another thing what a man feels in Spirit. Is it 
not manifeſt, by the expreſs words themſelves, that. I ſpake of the inward 
feeling of the blood in the myltery ? >. 


Fourthly, This query, Can outward blood cleanſe the conſcience, &c. doth 


not neceſſarily, nor indeed at all infer, that the blood of Chriſt, as to the 
outward, was but a common thing, or uſeleſs. If I had been to anſwer this 
query myſelf, he doth not know what my anſwer would have been. It was 
put to the profeſſors to anſwer inwardly in their hearts, who I did believe, 


upon 
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upon ſerious conſideration, could not but confeſs, in way of anſwer thereto, 
that outward blood itſelf (or of itſelf). could not cleanſe and purge away 
the filth that was inward; but that muſt. be done by that which is inward, 
living, and ſpiritual. Then hereby they had been brought to ſee the neceſ- 
ſity of the , myſtery, the Spirit, the power, i: life of the Son, to. be in- 
wardly revealed in them; and then. I had obtained; my end. Nor was 1 
their enemy in deſiring or aiming at this for them, or. in ſetting queries 


before them, which to my eye (as in the ſight of God) ſeemed proper and 


conducible in themſelves (however they might fail as to them) towards the 
obtaining of this end. And if they could once come to this, to.own the 
fc and blood ia the myſtery, and ſo come to partake of its cleanſing and 
nouriſhing virtue, and not fix and appropriate that to the outward which 
chicfly belongs to the myſtery; 1 ſay, if they could but go thus far with 
me, in owning the es life and power in the ſenſible: feeling and opera- 
tion thereof, f could meet them a great way in Dede things of, 
and attributing a cleanſing or waſhing virtue to the outward, in, and through, 
and with the jnward.. For . rhe the inward and outward in my 
own mind; but the Lord opened my heart, and taught me thus to diſtin- 
guiſh, according to the ſcriptures, in love to them, and for their ſakes. 
For that was not iny intent to deny the outward, or make it appear as a 
common or uſeleſs thing. There was never ſuch a ſenſe in my heart, nor 
was ever word written or ſpoken by me to that end; which, to make more 
manifeſt, I ſhall now HOES my heart, how it hath been, and is ſtill 
with me in this reſpect, ſince it pleaſed the Lord and Father of mercies to 
reveal the myſtery of himſelf and of his Son in me. - 9 4 
In the firſt place, I freely confeſs, that I do own and acknowledge, as in 
God's ſight, our LoRp 3 ChRIST, HIS FLESH AND BLOOD IN THE. 
MYSTERY.. The apoſtle. Paul ſpeaks. of the myſtery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Chriſt, Colofſ. ii. 2. The Son was revealed in him, Gal. i. 16. 
and ſo he knew the myſtery of Chriſt, and preached the myſtery of Chriſt, 
Coloff. iv. 3. He was made an able miniſter of the new covenant, not of 
te letter, but of the Spirit or myſtery; and. ſo. he preached the wiſdom. of 
God in the myſtery or Spirit, 1- Cor. li. 7. 2 Cor. Iii. 6. Coloff. i. 25, 26, 
27. and he had great conflict to bring people to the rich knowledge and 
acknowledgment of the myſtery, chap. ii. 1, 2. He vas ſent to turn men 
from darkneſs, and from the power of Satan (which is a myſtery, and works 
in mens hearts in a myſtery) to the light, to the Spirit and power of God, 
which is a myſtery alſo; and remiſſion of ſins is received in and through, 
this myſtery, As xxvi. 18. And I deſire every ſerious and tender heart to 
conſider, whether this knowledge of Chriſt in the myſtery, was not that 
which he called the excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt his Lord, 


Phil. iii. 8. Certain I am, that the knowledge of God and Chriſt in the 


myſtery, is the moſt excellent knowledge, and no leſs than life eternal, in- 
wardly revealed and felt from God in the heart. And here no legal righ- 
EN Sh ; teouſneſs, 
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reouſheſs, no ſelf· righteouſneſs can ſtand; but the virtue and power 0 
Chriſt's death and feſutrection, in watdly revealed and felt in the myſtery, 
ſubdues and deſtroys it all. Indeed ſelf-righteduſneſs may [mh | 
the way of notion, or „ 1 e as to mens apprehen bas, with: 
out the revealing ot working of the myſtery ; but it cannot be deſtroyed in 
reality but where this is felt: but where the myſtery is known, is received, 
and throughly works; ſelf. righteouſneſs can have no place there. No 
the apoſtle, who was acquainted with the myſtery of Chriſt, he ſpeaks of his 
body, fleſh, and bones, in the myſtery, Epb. v. 30. (and if there be fleſh 
and bones in the myſtery, is there not alſo blood in the myſtery ?) yea, the 
apoſtle John ſpeaks of the Spirit, water, and blood, 1 John v. 8. No 
confider ſerioufly, are all theſe of one and the fame nature? or are they of a 
different nature? the Spirit of one nature, and the water and blood of an- 
other nature? Bleſſed be the Lord, the birth which is born of the Spirit, 
and is ſpiritual, knowerh the nature of the Spirit which begat it, and knowe 
water which is 1 and blood which is tot at all of an in- 
ferior nature to it : and Jeſus Chrift, our Lord and teacher, ſpeaketh of fleſh 
- which came down from heaven, which fleſh is the bread of life, which he 

that lives, feeds upon, and none can fred upon but they that live. And by 
this it is manifeſt (to all to whom God hath given underſtanding in the 
myſtery) that his fleſh and blood in the' myſtery is intended by him, in that 
he faith, He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and Tin 
him, John vi. 56. This dwelling in each other is an effect of the myſtery, 
and is witneſſed by none that know not the 70 And to this effe& 
Chriſt himſelf expreſsly expoundeth it, ver. 63. I is the Spirit that quitkemeth, 
the fleſh profiteth nothing : the words that I ſpeak to you, they are Spirit, and 
they are life. As if he had ſaid, I am ſpeaking of the ſoul's food; Tam 
n heavenly bread; I am ſpe — of Spirit and life; I am fpeak- 
ing of the myſtery, which ye look upon and underftand as outwardly inteoded 
by me, and ſo mifs of the myſtery of the Spirit, wherein is the quickening 
virtue, and look only at the outward body or fleſh, which, without the Spirit, 
profiteth not, nor ever can profit man. | _ „ 
Secondly, I confeſs further, that J have the ſenſe, experience, and know- 
ledge of this alſo, that in the myſtery is the quickening virtue, the cleanſing 
virtue, the nouriſhing virtue, unto life eternal. The Spirit, the water, the 
blood inwardly ſprinkled, inwardly poured by God upon the ſoul,” inwardly 
felt and drunk in by the thirſty earth, do cleanſe, do feed, do nouriſh, do 
refreſh. Doth not God promiſe to ſprinkle clean water upon his Ifracl in 
the new covenant, and they ſhall be clean ? and to pour water on him that 
is thirſty, and floods upon the dry grounds? Is it not by the ſpirit of judg- 
ment and burning, that God waſheth away the filth of the daughter of 
Sion, Sc. Tſai. iv. 4. Doth not the live coal from the altar purify and 
take away the iniquity? Jai. vi. Oh! read inwardly! Oh! wait to be 
taught of God to read inwardly, that ye may know what theſe things = ! 


The He and Blood of Chrift, e. 2355 
Why ſhould qe quarrel at the precious and tender openings of truth, in love 


Thirdly, I have likewiſe this ſenſe, and have alſo had this knowledge and 
experience, that the , outward without this cannot avail, A man is not 
cleanſed by notions or apprehenſions concerning the thing, but by the thing 
ſelf. Let a man believe what he can concerning the blood of Chriſt, and 


apply to himſelf what 2 he can, yet this will not do (Oh ! how 


jevouſly do men e herein!) but he muſt feel ſome what from God, 

mewhat of the new creation in Chriſt Jeſus, ſome what of his light (ſhining 
from him the Son into the heart, ſomewhat. of his life, ſomewhat of his 
power, working againſt the darkneſs, and power of the enemy in him. Now 
2 man being turned to this, joined to this, gathered to this ſtandard of the 
Lord, tranſlated in ſome degree out of himſelf into this: here ſomewhat of 


che myſtery is revealed, and found working in him; and fo far he is of God, 


2nd hath ſome true underſtanding from him. And here alſo he hath right 


0 Chriſt's fleſh and blood in the outward, and to all the benefits and pre- 


cious effects that come thereby. For by owning the myſtery, and receivi 
the myſtery, we are not. taught of God to —— any thing of CO 
are taught and enabled there rightly to underſtand it, and to reap the be- 
nefits and precious fruits of it. | „ 
Fourthly, The Lord hath ſhewn me this alſo, very manifeſtly and clearly, 
that in former times (in this nation as well as elſewhere) before profeſſors 
ran ſo into heaps (I mean, into ſeveral ways and forms of church- fellowſhip 


ſo called) they had more inward ſenſe of the myſtery than now they have; 


and were a great deal more tender . (both. unto the Lord, and one towards 
another) than now they. are. For-then grace in the heart, and the inward 
feeling, was the thing that was, moſt minded among the ſtricter ſort. They 
did not mind ſo much bare reading, or hearing, or praying, or any outward 
oblervation whatſoever, as Gy felt therein. Let men have ſpoken 
ever ſo many glorious words concerning the things of God; yet, it they 
had not been ſpoken warmly and freſhly by him that ſpoke them, there was 
little ſatisfaction to the ſoul that hungered after that which was living, but ra- 
ther an inward grief and diſſatisfaction felt: ſo that in that day there was 
an inward ſenſe of the myſtery (though not a diſtin knowledge of it) 
which was precious in the eye of God: and very ſavoury inwardly in the 
heart. But now, in ſo long time, by looking ſo much outward, and beat- 
ing their brains, and diſputing about the outward, many have very much 
(if not wholly) loſt the ſenſe of the inward, and are found contending for 


the outward, againſt the very appearance and manifeſtation of the inward ; 


and fo are in danger of being hardened and ſealed up in that which is dead 
and literal, out of the limits of that which is living and ſpiritual. It is 
a dreadful thing to fight againſt the living God, and his living appear- 


ance 
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" ance in the hearts of thofe whom he chuſeth, in any age or eneration, 
The Lord hath been pleaſed to bring us (a poor deſpiſed remnant)” back 
to that which firſt gave us life, in the days of our former profeſſion. Oh 
that ye were brought thither alſo, that that might remove the veil, hard. 
neſs, darkneſs, and deep prejudices from you; which can never be remoyed 
while ye ſtick in literal apprehenſions, without the light and teachings of 
God's Spirit! Now as touching the outward, which ye fay we EW 
cauſe of our teſtimony to the inward, I have frequently given a moſt ſolemn 
teſtimony thereto; and God knoweth it to be the truth of my heart; and 
that the teſtifying to the inward (from which the outward came) 'doth not 
make the outward void, but rather eſtabliſh it in its place and-ſervice. God 
_ himſelf, who knew what virtue was in the inward, yet hath pleaſed to make 
uſe of the outward; and who may contradi& or light his wiſdom and 
counſel therein? Glorious was the appearance and manifeſtation of his Son 
in fleſh ; precious his ſubjection and holy obedience to his Father; his giving 
himſelf up to death for ſinners was of great eſteem in his eye! It waa 
ſpotleſs ſacrifice of great value, and effectual for the remiſſion of ſins: and! 
do acknowledge humbly unto the Lord the . remiſſion of my fins thereby, 
and bleſs the Lord for it; even for giving up his Son to death for us 
and giving all that believe in his name and power to partake of remiſſion 
through him. | e | | 
And ſeeing it is thus with me: ſeeing the root of the matter is in me, 
Oh! how can any man, that hopes to be redeemed by my Lord and Saviour, 
reproach me for ſpeaking of the myſtery, without the leaſt derogation to the 
outward, or what was done by him in the outward ! But if I ſhould ſpeak 
vehemently concerning mens neglecting the myſtery, and ſetting up that 
which is outward inſtead of it and without it, I ſhould not be condemned, 
but juſtified of the Lord in ſo doing. Indeed there is a 2 and weighty 
charge from God's Spirit upon the profeſſors of this age, tor departing from 
the inward (I mean that ſweet ſenſe, which, in ſome meaſure, God gave 
them in former times of the inward) and magnifying and ſtriving to eſtabliſh 
that which they apprehend concerning the outward, without it, and againſt 
it. Oh! that it were otherwiſe with them, that God may not have this charge 
to manage againſt them, when at the great day they are to appear before 
him, and be judged by him! When all that have {lighted or ſpoken con- 
temptuouſly of his Son's appearance in fleſh, and have not come to a ſenſe 
thereof, and repentance for it, ſhall be condemned; and they that have 
ſighted or ſpoken contemptuouſly of his appearance in Spirit, ſhall not be 
juſtified : which appearance is now made manifeſt in the hearts of many, 
bleſſed be the Lord for it! Oh! what cries have been in my heart many 
years concerning you, O ye profeſſors of all forts who have had any ten- 
derneſs towards the Lord! that ye, might ſee and know the Lord Chriſt; 
and confeſs him in Spirit, in the myſtery, even in his inward appearance - 
t 
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the heart, and might feel his redeeming power and virtue there, and ſo be 
brought into union and fellowſhip with him meer ee. 


The Cox cLus fox of the FIRST PaRr. 


HERE is a precious promiſe of God's making a feaſt of fat things 
on his holy mountain, and of deſtroying there the face of the cover- 
ing, caſt over all people, and the veil that is ſpread over all nations, 
Iſaiab xxv. 6, 7. Now, what is this mountain? Was there not a Mount 
Sion under the law, which was figurative? and is there not a Mount Sion 
under the goſpel, which is the ſubſtance of that figure? and did not the 
chriſtians in the apoſtles days, who were called of God and ſanctified, come 
to this Mount Sion, and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Je- 
ruſalem, where they had fellowſhip with God the judge of all, and with 
Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant, c.? Heb. xii. 22, 24. And 
was not the veil here done away in him who was their Lord, their light, 
their life, their ſtrength, their ſun of righteouſneſs, their bright and morn- 
ing-ſtar? ſo that with open face they could behold the glory of the Lord, 
and were changed thereby into his heavenly image, from glory to glory, 
2 Cor. iii. 18. | OT oft QUE RK 
But alas! how hath that life, Spirit, and power been loſt, ſince the 
days of the apoſtles! Men have ſtill owned the apoſtles words, and 
tormed many notions and apprehenſions out of the letter, but loſt the 
apoſtles Spirit, loſt the knowledge of the holy mountain, where the veil 
is taken away, and where the feaſt of fat things is made; and ſo are 
only dreaming about eating and drinking ſpiritually, but know not what 


it is to feed on the living ſubſtance. And ſo (being ignorant of that) 


the veil is over their hearts while they read the prophets words, and 
Chriſt's and his apoſtles words; and the myſtery of life, and of the 
redeeming power, is hid from their eyes: and that which God intended 
to them for a table, is become their ſnare (as it was with the Jews); 


and their back is ſo bowed down under the loads and burthens of the 
enemy, that they cannot ſo much as hope or believe in the power of life 


tor redemption therefrom, but conclude it muſt neceſſarily be fo with them 


all their days. 


Oh! where's the faith that gives victory over the enemies? Where's the 
ability in the faith, ſo to reſiſt him as to make him fly? Where's Satan's 
falling like lightening (Oh! his ſtrength before the power of the Lord is 
but a flaſh!) and the God of peace his treading him under the feet of his 
ſaints? Oh! where's that truth, or that knowledge of the Son, which makes 
free from him? (John viii. 32, 36.) Where's that Spirit wherein liberty 
from his power and ſnares is felt? 2 Cor. iii. 17. Where's living in the 
Vor. II. L 1 Spirit, 
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Spirit, and walking in the Spirit, and in the pure light of the Lord, where 
by — come 28 Where's — of the — in that which gives to 

witneſs them, and which fulfils them in the heart? 

Ohl! the myſtery of godlineſs, the power of ineſs, where the life is 
revealed, and the veil taken away, and an underſtanding given, opened, and 
kept open, to read and underſtand the ſcriptures aright; yea, and the hidden 
glory alſo! Where it cannot be ſaid in truth to thoſe that are there, Ye 
know not the ſcriptures, nor the power of God; but ye have received power 
to become ſons of God, and ye are in him that is true ; who. truly opens 
the ſcriptures in your hearts, and gives you the enjoy ment, inheritance, and 
poſſeſſion of the precious promiſes, whereby ye are made partakers of the 
divine nature, and live in him who is the head and ſpring of that nature, 
Oh! that people that profeſs Chriſt were here! Oh! that they did know 
him who begets! and then they would not be ſo ignorant of thoſe that are 
begotten by him; but would come into the true faith, into the true love, 
into the true knowledge and obedience of him, whom God hath appointed 
to guide and govern, and build up the whole living body. The Lord guide 
me inwardly thither, where the myſtery is revealed, and the fellowſhip with 
God, and his Son and ſaints, held in the myſtery | For our fellowſhip is not 
in a notional knowledge concerning Chriſt, but in the life itſelf ; which the 
Lord God gather his people more and more into, and build them more and 


more up in. Amen. 
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Reference both to PrxINciyeLE and DocTtriNE. 


We are a People of Gop's gathering, who (many of us) had long 
waited for his Appearance, and had undergone great Diſtreſs for 


want thereof. 


Queſt. D UT ſome may ſay, What appearance of the great God and Saviour 
did ye want? | | 
Anſw. We wanted the preſence and power of his Spirit to be inwardly ma- 
nifeſted in our ſpirits. We had (as I may ſay) what we could gather from 
the letter, and endeavoured to practiſe what we could read in the letter ; 
but we wanted the power from on high, we wanted life, we wanted the 
preſence and fellowſhip of our beloved; we wanted the knowledge of the 
heavenly ſeed and kingdom, and an entrance into it, and the holy dominion 
and reign of the Lord of life over the fleſh, over fin and death in us. 
Queſt. How did God appear to you? | 
Anſtw. The Sun of righteouſneſs did ariſe in us, the day-ſpring from on 
high, the morning-ſtar-did viſit us, inſomuch that we did as really ſee and 
teel the light and brightneſs of the inward day in our ſpirits, as ever we 
telt the darkneſs of the inward night. 
Queſt. How did God gather you?" © 
F Anſw. By the voice of his Son, by the arm of his Son, by the virtue of 
his Son's light and life inwardly revealed and working in our hearts. This 
looſed us inwardly from the darkneſs, from the bonds of fin and iniquity, 
from the power of the captiver and deſtroyer, and turned our minds in- 
wardly towards our Lord and Saviour, to mind his inward appearance, his 
| 7 | inward 
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inward” ſhinings, his inward quickenings; all which were freſt from God, 
and full of virtue. And as we came to be ſenſible of them, join to them, 
receive and give up to them, we came to partake of their virtue, and to 
witneſs the reſcuing and redeeming of our fouls thereby. So that by hear. 
ing the Son's voice, and following him, we came to find him the way to 
the Father, and to be gathered home by. im to the Father's houſe, where 
is. bread enough, and manſions of reſt and peace for all the children of the 
Moſt High. : | 

Now as touching the bleſſed principle of truth, which. we have had ex. 
perience of, and teſtify to (for how can we conceal fo rich a treaſure, and 
be faithful to God, or bear true good-will to men!) it is no new thing 
in uelf, though of late mote clearly revealed, and the minds of men more 
clearly directed and guided to it, than in former ages. It is no other 
than that which Chritt himſelf abundantly preached, who preached the 
kingdom, who preached the truth which makes free, and that under man 
parables and reſemblances; ſometimes of a little ſeed, ſometimes of a pear] 
or hid treaſure, ſometimes of a leaven or ſalt, ſometimes of a loſt piece of 
lilyver, Sc. Now what is this, and where is this to be found? What is 
this which is like a little ſeed, a pearl, Sr. and where is it to be found? 
What is the field? Is it not the world, and 1s not the world ſet in man's 
heart? What is the houſe which is to be ſwept, and the candle lighted in? 
Is it not that houſe, or heart, where the many enemies are? A man's ene- 
mies, ſaith Chriſt, are thoſe of his own houſe. Indeed the teſtimony con- 
cerning this was precious to us; but the finding and experiencing the thin 
teſtified of to be according to the teſtimony, was much more. And this 
we ſay in perfect truth of heart, and in moſt tender love to the ſouls of 
Fart that whoever tries, ſhall find this little thing, this little ſeed of the 

ingdom, to be a kingdom, to be a pearl, to be [heavenly treaſure, to be 
the leaven of lite, leavening the heart with life, and with the moſt precious 
oil and ointment of healing. and falvation. So that we teſtify to no new 
thing, but to the truth and grace which was from the beginning; which 
was always in Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour, and diſpenſed- by him 
in all ages and generations, whereby he quickened, renewed, and changed 
the heart of the true believers in his inward and ſpiritual appearance in 
them, thereby deſtroying the enemies of his own houſe, and ſaving them 
from them. For indeed there is no ſaving the creature, without deſtroy- 
ing that in the creature, which brings ſpiritual death and deſtruction upon 
it. Ifrael of old was ſaved by the deſtroying of their outward enemies; 
and Iſrael now {the new Iſrael, the inward lirael) is ſaved by the deſtruc- 
tion of their inward enemies. On! that people could come out of their 
own wiſdom, and wait for God's wiſdom, that in it they might come to fee 
the glory, the excellency, the exceeding rich virtue and treaſures of life, 
that are wrapped up in this principle or ſeed of life; and ſo might receive 
it, give up to it, and come to partake thereof, | | 1 4 
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And as touching doctrines, we have no new doctrines to hold; forth. 
The doctrines held forth in the holy ſcriptures are the doctrines that we 
believe. And this doth farther ſeal to us our belief of this principle, be- 
cauſe we find it a key by which God o h the ſcriptures to us, and giveth 
us the living ſenſe and evidence of chem in dur hearts. We ſee and have 
felt in it tos whom the curſe, and wrath belongs: and to whom the love, 


mercy, peace, bleſſings, and precious promiſes belong: and have been led 


by God's Holy Spirit and power through the judgments to the mercy, and 
to the partaking of the precious promiſes. So that what ſhould we publiſh 
any new faith, or any new doctrines for? Indeed we have none to publiſh; 
but all our aim is to bring men to the ancient prineiple of truth, and to 
the right underſtanding and practice of the ancient N doctrine and 
holy faith once delivered to the ſaints. Head- notions do but cauſe diſputes; 
but heart- knowledge, heart- experience, ſenſe of the living power of God 
inwardly, the evidence and demonſtration of his Spirit in the inward parts, 
puts an end to diſputes, and puts men upon the inward travel and exer- 
ciſe of ſpirit by that which is new and living, which avails with God. Now 
whereas many ate offended at us, becauſe we do not more preach doctrinal 
points, or the hiſtory of Chriſt, as touching his death, reſurrection, aſcen- 
hon, Sc.; but our declaration and teſtimony is chiefly concerning a prin- 
ciple to direct and guide mens minds thereto; to give a plain account of 
this thing, as it pleaſeth the Lord to open my heart at this time in love 
and "ny to ſatisfy and remove prejudices where it may be; thus it is 
Firſt, That which God hath given us the experience of (after our great loſs 
in the literal knowledge of things) and that which he hath given us to 
teſtify of, is the myſtery, the hidden life, the inward and ſpiritual appear- 
ance of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, revealing his power inwardly, 
deſtroying enemies inwardly,” and working his work inwardly in the heart. 
Oh! this was the joyful ſound: to our fouls, even the tidings of the ariſing 
of that inward life and power which could do this! Now this ſpiritual ap- 
pearance of his was after his appearance in the. fleſh, and is the ſtanding 
and laſting diſpenſation of the goſpel, even the appearance of Chriſt in his 
Spirit and power inwardly in the hearts of his. So that in minding this, 
and being faithful in this reſpect, we mind our. peculiar-work, and are 
faithful in that which God hath peculiarly called us to, and requireth of us. 
Secondly, There is not that need of publiſhing the other as formerly 
was. The hiſtorical relation concerning: Chriſt is generally believed and re- 
ceived by all forts that pretend to Chriſtianity. His death, his miracles, 
his riſing, his aſcending, his interceding, .&c. is generally believed by all 
people; but the myſtery they miſs of, the hidden life they are not ac- 
quainied with, but alienated from the life of God, in the midſt of their 
literal owning and acknowledging of theſe things. ns | 


Thirdly, | 


Thirdly, The knowledge of theſe, without the knowledge of this myſtery; 
is not ſufficient to bring them unto God; for many ſet up that whic 
gather and comprehend from the relation' concerning the thing, inſtead of 
the thing itſelf}, and fo never come to a ſenſe of cheir need of the thing 
itſelf, nay, not ſo far as rightly to ſeek after it. And ſo many are:builders, 
and many are built up very high in religion, in a way of notion and prac- 
tice, without acquaintance with the rock of ages, without the true know. 
ledge and underſtanding of the foundation and corner-ſtone. © My meaning 
is, they have a notion of Chriſt to be the rock, a notion of him to be the 
foundation-ſtone ; but never come livingly to feel him the rock, to feel 
him the foundation-ſtone, inwardly laid in their hearts, and themſelves made 
living ſtones in him, and built upon him, the main and fundamental ſtone. 
Where is this to be felt but within? And they that feel this within, do 
they not feel Chriſt within? And can any that feel him within, deny him to 
be within the ſtrength of life, the hope of glory? Well, it is true once 
again (ſpiritually now, as well as formerly literally) he fone which the builders 
refuſed (Chriſt within, the builders of this age refuſe) is become the head of 
the corner, who knits together his ſanctified body, his living body, the 
church, in this our day, more gloriouſly than in the former ages and gene- 
rations, bleſſed be the name of our God. 3952.54 Ra 
Fourthly, The myſtery, the hidden life, the appearance of Chriſt in Spi- 
rit, comprehends the other: and the other is not loft or denied, but found 
in it, and there diſcerned or acknowledged more clearly and abundantly. It 
was to be after it, and comprehends that which went before it. Paul did 
not loſe any thing of the excellent knowledge of Chriſt, when he faid, 
Henceforth know we no man after the fleſh, yea, though we have known Cbriſt 
after the fleſh, yet henceforth know we him no more. If he did not know Chriſt 
after the fleſh, how did he know him? Why as the Father inwardly re- 
vealed him. He knew him in his Spirit and power. He knew his death 
inwardly, he knew his reſurrection inwardly, he knew the Spirit, the vir- 
tue, the power of it inwardly ; he knew the thing in the myſtery in his 
own heart. Oh! precious knowledge! Oh! the excellency of this know- 
ledge of my Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! What is the outwardly moſt 
exact literal knowledge without this? But what then? Do I now deny or 
light the outward ? No; I have it here, and I have the inward feeling of 
the Spirit of life, how it dwelt in him, how it wrought in him, and of 
what wonderful value all his actions and obedience were, in and through 
che virtue of this Spirit. Was Abraham's offering his ſon ſo precious in 
God's eye? Oh! then what is this! Never was ſuch a body ſo ſanctified, fo 
prepared; never ſuch a ſacrifice offered. Oh! the infinite worth and value 
of it! For by the inward life and teachings of God's Spirit am I taught 
and made able to value that glorious outward appearance and manifeſtation 
of the life and power of God in that heavenly fleſh (as in my heart I have 


often called it) for the life ſo to dwell in it, that it was even one with it. = 
| | i 
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ſtill it was a veil, and the myſtery was the thing; and the eye of life looks 
through the veil into the myſtery, and paſſes through it, as I may ſay, as 
to the outward, that it may behold its glory in the inward. And the 
fleſh of Chriſt, the veil, is not loſt, but is found and known in its glory in 
the inward. Be not offended at me, O tender-hearted reader! for I write 
in love things true, according to the inward feeling and demonſtration of 
God's Spirit, though not eaſy perhaps to be underſtood at preſent by thee; 


but in due time the Lord can make them manifeſt to thee, if thou in up- 


rightneſs and tenderneſs of heart, and in the ſilence of the ,fleſhly part, 
wait upon him. FC * tt Fans 5 
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A few WorDs concerning the Way of PEACE. 
The way of peace they have not known, Rom. iii. 17. 


HERE is a way of peace, of true peace with God, who ts an ad- 
verſary to all that is unholy and unrighteous. Thoſe who have been 
unholy and unrighteous, who have been - awakened, troubled, and could 
find no reſt, but the ſevere and righteous judgments and wrath of the Lord 
lying upon their ſpirits night and day, having at length had their ears opened 
by him, and being led by him out of the unholy and unrighteous way, into 
the holy and righteous way, have felt both life and peace therein. 

Now there are two forts which the apoſtle: here mentions (or two ſtates, 
which the apoſtle here ſpeaks of) which have not known, nor can know, 
the way of peace with God, who is an adverſary to them both, and will 
one day ſpeak trouble to them both, when their fouls and conſciences come 
to be ſearched and judged by him. | | 

The one is the profane, or Gentile ſtate, which is without the ſenſe of 
God, not heeding any appearance of his, or any inward' voice of his Spirit, 
or the writing of his law upon their heart. Theſe never knew the way 
wherein the 2 is inwardly and ſpiritually circumciſed and renewed, ſin 
forgiven, and peace obtained. | 

The other is the profeſſing or outward Jews ſtate, who may ſtudy the 
letter, and apply themſelves to conform outwardly to the letter, but never. 
were acquainted with the inward Spirit and power. Theſe greatly differ 
from the Gentile or profane ſtate, both in outward appearance, and in their 
own eye; but are the ſame in the ground with the Gentiles, and know no 
more of the way of peace than the other do. FE | 
Queſt. But what is the way of peace, which neither. the profane, nor any ſort 


of profeſſors out of the life and power, ever knew, or can know ? 2 
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Auſtv. It is an inward: way, à way for the inward Jews, forthe iowardly- 
—.— and circumciſed to walk in. It is an holy or ſanctiſied Way, for 
the ſanctified-ones to walk in. It is a living way, which none but the 
lving can find. It is a new way, which none but thoſe to whom God 
hath given the new eye can ſee. It is a way that God prepares and caſts up, 
and leads mens ſpirits into (who hearken unto him) and guides the feet of 
his ſaints in. It is a ſtraiĩt and narrow way, which no Juſt of the fleſh, nor 
viſdom of the fleſh: can find out, or enter into. Oh! how little, how low, 


how poor, TP empty, how naked, muſt he be, that enters into this way, 


and walks therein! Many may ſeek after. it, and may think to find it, and 
walk in it; but few ſhall be able, as our Lord Chriſt ſaid. Here circum- 
ciſion outward avails not; here want of that circumciſion hinders not; here 
bodily exerciſe profits little. The new creature is all here; the croſs of 
Chriſt is all here; the power of God is all here; and he that walks accord. 


ing to this rule, peace is upon him, and the whole Iſrael of God. But he 


that knows not this rule, nor walks according to this rule, peace is not 
upon him, nor is he one of the inward Iſrael of God, who receive 

to become ſons, who receive the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which is the inward rule of the inward Iſrael. | . 
This was the way of peace from the beginning; this is the way of peace 
fill; and there is not another. To be new created in Chriſt Jeſus, to be 
ingrafted into him, to abide in him, to have the circumciſion of the fleſh 
(the body of the ſins of the fleſn cut off) by the circumciſion of Chriſt 
(made inwardly in the heart without hands), and to walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit, even in the newneſs of the Spirit, here is life and peace, 
| reſt and joy for evermore. The Lord of his tender mercy give me a ſenſe 
of it, and lead me into it more and more. Amen. > 99/4049 "IN 


The ConcLus10N of the WHoLE.. 


HERE is a birth which is born, not of bloods, nor of the will of 
the . fleſh, nor of the will of man; but of God, John i. 13. And 

this birth, which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit, chap. iii. 6. Now this 
birth, which is born of the Spirit, and is Spirit, hath a life and way of 
knowledge ſuitable to its nature and being; which is very far above man. 
Its life is in the Spirit, and its walking in the Spirit, and its knowledge is 
after the way of the Spirit, very far above man's way of conceiving or 
„ N The birth itſelf is a myſtery to man, and its way of know- 

Ing is a way altogether hid from man. It is indeed in the evidence and de- 
monſtration of God's Spirit, in the ſhinings of his light in the heart: In 
#hy light ſhall we ſee light. The birth knows what this means. There is a 
| wiſe and prudent part in man, from which God hides the fight of his king- 


dom, and the heayenly glory thereof; but there is a babe to which 55 
| reve 
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The Concluſion of the Whole: \ 


reveals the myſtery thereof. Fleſh and blood cannot reveal; but the Fa- 
ther can and doth to his children, who is the teacher of them all, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt, in. the new and living covenant. There is man's day, 
and there is God's day. There is man's day of gathering knowledge, -at- 
cer his fleſhly manner of 2 and there is God's day of givi 

knowledge, by the ſhinings of the light of his own eternal Spirit. In man's 
day, bow doth wiſe and prudent man beat his brains, and labour in the fire 
for very vanity ! But in God's day, how doth the knowledge of the Lord 
cover the earth, as the waters cover the ſea! When the day-ſpring from on 
high viſits inwardly, when the Lord lighteth the candle inwardly, oh! how 
clear is the knowledge of the Lord, and how doth it abound. then! Oh! 
what a difference there is between man's apprehenſions and conceivings 
concerning Chriſt, and God's revealing him inwardly ; and between man's 
coming to Chriſt, according to his own apprehenſions, and his coming to 
Chriſt in the heavenly drawings and teachings of the Father! Fobn vi. 45. 
Oh! that the begettings of life and the birth thereof were felt in mens hearts, 
that in it men might know the day of God, and the kingdom of God, and 
the treaſures of wiſdom which are hid in Chriſt, and will ever be fo, but as 
Chriſt is inwardly revealed and formed in the heart! Many may have no- 


tions of Chriſt being formed in them; ah ! but to feel it inwardly ! there is 


the ſweetneſs, there is the aſſurance, there is the life, there is the peace, 
there is the righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and there is the joy of 
the true Chriſtian for ever. Come, oh! come, all forts of tender pro- 
feſſors, out of yourſelves, into God's Spirit, into God's truth, that ye may 
know what it is to be in the Spirit, and in the truth, and what it is to live 

there, and to know things there, and to worſhip there, and to have fel- 
lowſhip with the Father and Son there. The poor receive the goſpel, the 
poor receive the kingdom, the poor receive the power, the poor receive the 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ye are too rich in your 
comprehenſions and gathered knowledge from your own literal conceivings, 
to learn to wait aright, to receive of him his gold, his raiment, and his 
eye-falve. What pleaſure is it to us to teſtify againſt you? Were it not for 
obedience to our God, and love to your fouls, we would never do it. We 
are content and fatisfied to be of the little deſpiſed flock, which the ſhepherd 
teeds, giving to every one his proportion of daily nouriſhment, life, peace, 
righteouſneſs, and joy. It is our love to you that we would not have you 
lay out your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which will not fatisfy the truly hungry and awakened ſoul, but might come 
to feed on ſubſtance, on the life itſelf, on the ſweetneſs and fatneſs of God's 


houſe, where nothing that any of his children can need or long after is 


wanting. Oh! that ye had the ſenſe of our love! If ye had the true un- 
derſtanding and ſenſe of God's love, ye could not but have a ſenſe of our 
love alſo; for it comes from him, and it flows towards you in his will and 
tender movings. Do ye love God? Are your hearts circumciſed to love 

Vol. II. Mm | 8 God? 


266 POSTS OGCR IP. 


God ? If not, ye do not truly love. And if ye loved him that begets, | 


would love them that are be by him. Tour love is to 
tions and apprehenſions of God, not to his nature; ſor if ye loved his na- 
nor a 0 


ture (that holy, heavenly, ſpiritral nature as it is in bim) ye could 


love it in his children atfo. Well, our God is love, and tüught us to love 


even our enemies, and to wreſtle with our God for that, if it be poſ. 
ſible, the Lord may remove the ſcales from their eyes, and give them te. 
pentance to the acknowledgment of the truth as it is in Jeſus, where it'is 
more living and powerful, more effectual and operative (inwardly purifying, 
ſanctifying, yea, and juſtifying alſo) than any but rhoſe only that are — 


* 


Got (and kept alive by him), yet ever knew, or can know. 
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Containing a few Words concerning the Doings and Sufferings of 
that deſpiſed People called Qu Ak RRS, whici are both miſun- 
derſtood and miſrepreſented by many: With an Exhortation to 
true Chriſtianity. | * 


IRS T, their doings are looked upon by many to be from a natural 
principle, and according to the covenant of works, and not from the 

free grace and gift of God's Spirit. | EO 
Now concerning this T can ſpeak ſomewhat faithfully, as having been 
long experienced in the principle, and as having had experience of the 
grace and tender mercy of the Lord from my childhood. And indeed thus 
it hath been with me from my childhood; whatever hath been done in me, 
or by me, that was good, I have felt to be from God's grace and merey to 
me, and have cried grace, grace,. mercy, mercy, to the Lord continually 
therefore. And when I was turned to his truth in the inward parts, I found 
it was God's grace and tender love to me to turn me to it, and: to preſerve 
me, being turned; and to cauſe it to ſpring in me day by day, and to give 
me ability through it. Ah! none knows but they that have had experience 


how we have been weakened in the natural part; how poor we have been 
made, that we might receive the goſpel, and how poor in ourſelves we are 


kept, that we might enjoy the riches and inheritance of the kingdom. And 
this we daily experience, that not by the works of righteouſneſs which we 
had done, but according to his mercy, he ſaved us, and doth daily fave us, 
by the waſhing of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. Vea, 
God's writing his law in our hearts, and placing his fear there, and putting 


his Spirit within us, to enlighten and quicken, and cauſe us to walk in his 


ways, and to keep his ſtatutes and judgments, and do them, and all the 


mortifying of ſin, and denying of the luſts of the fleſh, 4 
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* that which is holy and acceptable in the eyes of the Lord (as all that pro- 
ceeds from his on Holy Spirit is) all that is of the new covenant, and per- 
formed by the working thereof, and not by the working of the natural part 
of itſelf, but by the working of the Spirit of - life in the new-birth, and 
through the natural part as his inſtrument. So let none reproach the works | 
that God brings forth in us, who hath created us anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
works, leſt thereby he ' reproach the Holy Spirit and power of the 
living God, in which they are wrought, and by which they are brought 
forth, and could never be brought forth without it. Yor OT 21 40 
Then for our ſufferings, indeed they are . we received from God; 

ſo that we can truly ſay, it is given us by the Lord our God not only to 
believe in his Son, but to ſuffer for his ſake; and that it is only in good con- 
ſcience to God, and by the aſſiſtance of the Lord, that we ſuffer; that the 
patience and meekneſs wherewith we ſuffer, is not of ourſelves, but of him. 
Whenever the Lord permits afflictions or 3 come upon us, our 
eye is to him, and we enter into them in his fear, knowing our own inabi- 
lity to go through them, and looking up to him for ſtrength. And when 
we are in then, while they continue, we daily look up to him for ſtrength, 
and have been many times very weak in ourſelves, when immediately, or 
very ſoon after, we have felt great ſtrength in the Lord. Alſo after our 
ſufferings, when the Lord hath been with us all along, and brought us 
through our ſufferings in the peace and joy of his Spirit, we do not look 
back boaſtingly, as it we had been any thing, or done any thing as of our 
ſelves ; but we bow before the Lord, and bleſs the Lord, when we confider 
how he hath been with us, and how he hath upheld us by the right-hand 
of his righteouſneſs ; and what he hath done for us when we were very 
poor, weak, afflicted, and often ſorely diſtreſſed. Therefore let none re- 
proach, miſrepreſent, or. vilify our ſufferings, which our God hath helped 
us through, and for which we (in humility of heart) give him thanks, and 
cannot but do ſo all our days, becauſe the thankful remembrance and ſenſe 
of them is written by the finger of his Spirit upon our hearts. Oh | all 
forts of people, whom we love and travail for, and uſe our intereſt in the 
Lord our God for, that ye might be truly ſenſible of your conditions, know 
the inward appearance and viſits of the Shepherd and Saviour of the foul, 
turn to him (looking in true faith unto him) and be ſaved! I fay unto you, 
in tenderneſs of ſpirit, oh ! do not requite us fo ill for our love and truth 
of heart towards you, as to caſt untrue and unjuſt reproaches upon us, and 
to render that trueh vile which God hath made honourable, in ſanctifying 
and redeeming many thereby. Truly our love is from the God of love. 
We could not. ſo love you as we do, if our God had not taught us; hor fo 
ſeck after you as we do, in tenderneſs of bowels, if we were not inftruments 
in the hand of the ſhepherd of Iſrael. And the light we teſtify of, which we 
feel ſhine in us, it is no leſs than the true ſure light of the ſun of righteouſneſs, 
which God hath cauſed to ſhine in our hearts; who alſo loveth — 
M m 2 | and 
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and cauſeth it to glance into the darkeſt corners of the earth; And the lit 
we are quickened by out of ſin and tranſgreſſion, and the power we have 
received to become ſons of God, it is from him who is the fountain of life, 
'and hath all power in heaven and earth. Oh! that ye could receive the 
bleſſed report! Oh ! that the arm of the Lord might be revealed in you! 
Oh! that ye could feel and witneſs the Saviour working out your falyation 
in you, binding the ſtrong man in you, caſting him out of you, with all 
his goods after him, that the place of the wicked-one might be found no 
more in you, nor none of his luſts or vain thoughts lodge in your hearts 
any more; but ye might witneſs and experience the new heart, the clean 
heart, the pure heart, in which God dwells,: and the eye that fees him that 
is inviſible. Oh! glory to the Lord for what he hath done in and for a 
deſpiſed people (who were no people before the Lord made them one) who 
hath brought them to Sion, his holy mountain, where he dwells and reigns, 
and where he builds up his own houſe and temple, which he eſtabliſheth 
over all; where the ſheep of Iſrael feed, and where the Shepherd of Iſrael 
reigns and triumphs in glory over the enemies of his kingdom. The little 
innocent babes taſte ſomewhat of his holy. dominion and power, and of his 
kingdom of peace and righteouſneſs ; but in his antients his light ſhines 
very brightly, and before them he reigneth gloriouſly ; ſo that he is praiſed 
in the very heights of Sion, and his name renowned there over all for ever. 
Glory, glory to the pure ſpring of lite, from whence the living ſtreams 
come which refreſh the ſouls of the living. Surely his pure praiſes ſhall bo 
ſounded in the hearts of the living for ever and ever. Amen. e 
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An EXHORTATION to true CHRISTIANITY. 


It is eaſy to pretend. to CyHR1sT; but to be a true Chriſtian is very 
precious, and many Tribulations and deep Afflictions are to be 
paſſed through before it be attained unto, as thoſe who are made 
ſo by the Lord experience. oy 


OW everlaſting happineſs and ſalvation depends upon true Chriſtia- 
nity. Not upon having the name of a Chriſtian only, or profeſſing 
ſuch or ſuch Chriſtian doctrines ; but upon having the nature of e 
upon being renewed by the Spirit of Chriſt, and receiving the Spirit, walk 

ing in the Spirit, and bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit. Oh! here 1s 
the Chriſtian indeed ! and it ſhould be every one's care not to fall ſhort of 
this. Now becauſe there is a contention about Chriſtianity, who is the right 
Chriſtian, it behoves every man to take care as to himſelf that he be 2 
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ſuch; that he receive that from God, and be that to God, which none but 
the right Chriſtian can be, or can receive. This is the uſe I would make 
of thele things in my own heart, even to be ſure I be ſuch an one as God 
hath made, and will accept and own as a Chriſtian. And having had ſome 
experience of this thing, and truly underſtanding what the Chriſtian ſtate is, 
and what doth attend it, I ſhall ſet down ſome , few-rhings, which he that 
inwardly knoweth, witneſſeth, and emjoyeth, is > raps al n . a 
true Chriſtian, whatever man may account of him. 

Firſt, He that is a new creature, is without doubt a true Chriſtian. He 


| that is regenerated, he that is renewed in the ſpirit of his mind by Chriſt 


Jeſus, he that is new-created in the holy and heavenly 4 image, he has felt 
the power of God's Spirit begetting him anew, forming him anew, out 
of the old nature and image of the firſt Adam, into the nature and 1 

of the ſecond Adam, who is the quickening Spirit; and that which is be- 
gotten and born of him is Spirit. 

Secondly, He that is in the new covenant, is a true Chriſtian; He that 
hath thirſt. after the living. waters, and bath heard the call to the waters of 
lite, haih heard the voice of him who gives life, and hath received life from 
him, who giveth life to all that come to him, and who maketh the new 
and everlaſting covenant with all that hear his voice, take up his croſs and 
follow him, he is without doubt one of Chriſt's theep, whom the ne 
owneth, and taketh care of. 

Thirdly, He that is inwardly circumciſed. cid che circumciſion made 
without hands, he is a Jew.inward, a Chriſtian inward (in the fight of God) 
who hath felt the Spirit and power of Chriſt Jeſus, and rejoiceth in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and is one of thoſe worſhippers whom God hath fought out and 
taught to worſhip him in the life and Spirit of his Son. 

Fourthly, He that is inwardly waſhed with clean water, with the inward | 
water, he is the inward Jew, the inward Chriſtian. God promiſed to 
out clean water upon his Iſrael, and they ſhould be clean. He who oh 
the clean water poured upon him inwardly, which inwardly waſheth. mn 


dleanſeth, he is without controverſy: one of God's inward Iſrael. 


F ifthly, He that feeds on the. bread of life within, and drinks the wa- 
ter of life out of his own well or ciſtern, he without doubt is living. He 
that is invited to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, and comes and ſups 
with the Lamb, he is one of the ſame nature and Spirit with him. He 
with whom Chriſt ſups, who hath heard Chriſt knocking at his door, hath 
opened to him, and received him in, to purify his heart, and dwell in him, 
and ſup with him, and give him to. ſup with himſelf; ſo that he eats bread 
in the kingdom, and drinks, wine in the kingdom, and partakes of the feaſt 
of fat things, which God makes to his Iſrael in his holy mountain, the 1 15 
without doubt one of Chriſt's, and partakes of this in and through him. 

Sixthly, He that lives the Chriſtian. life, who walks not after the ficth, 
but after the Spirit; Who doth r not fulfil the luſts of the fleſn, but hath the 


law- 


270 An Exbortation to true Cbriſtianity. | 
law ef God written in his heart, and his fear put within him, and his 
Holy Spirit given to inſtruct him, and to guide him to anſwer the holy law 
writtep in his heart, which the carnal mind is not ſuhject to, nor can be ſub. 
ject ta, without doubt he is ſpiritual ; without doubt he is à true Chriſtian. 
Seventhly, He that lives by faith, who knows the faith which is the 
gift of God, hath received it, and lives by it; who can N of him. 
ſelf, but only by faith in that holy power which doth all in him; ſo that he 
lives, and believes, and obeys from an holy root of life, which cauſeth life 
to ſpring up in him, and love to ſpring up in him, and the Lamb's meek. 
neſs and patience to ſpring up in him, and all grace to ſpring up in him; 
I fay, he that lives thus, without doubt is ingrafted into the true vine, into 
the true olive-tree; and the root bears him, and miniſters ſap unto him, 
and he is a true, freſh, green, living branch of the true vine, of the holy 
olive-tree. 13 5 | e 
Many more things might be mentioned, as they are experimentally 
known and felt amongſt us, who are true Chriſtians ; though the Baptiſts 
and others have repreſented us to the world as if we were no Chriſtians: 
but that touching us not, their ſaying ſo is no more to us than the profeſ- 
ſing Jews of the fame ſpirit, who ſaid Chriſt had a devil. But theſe are to 
give a taſte; and he that knows and feels theſe, may alſo know and feel 
the reſt, if ever ſo many more ſhould be mentioned. Now the. way to feel 
theſe, and to become a true Chriſtian (and to grow up 1n the Chriſtian life) 
is to feel the ſeed of the kingdom, which is the beginning of the kingdom, 
the beginning of true Chriſtianity; and then to feel the ſeed abiding (the 
feed which is of the Spirit, and which is Spirit), here is the conſtant ſeal 
of Chriſtianity in my heart; here are true and certain evidences, day by 
day, of the Chriſtian nature and ſpirit manifeſting themſelves undeniably 


inwardly, 


And now having the witneſs in myſelf, the teſtimony of him that begat 
life in me, teſtifying to his own work, and to his own birth, of what value 
are any teſtimonies of men without, againſt this? Chriſtianity is a myſtery, 
and he only can truly ſee who is a Chriſtian indeed, who hath the in- 
ward eye opened, and with that inward eye is taught of God to pierce 
into that wherein Chriſtianity conſiſteth. There have been many Chriſtians 
of mens making; there are alſo ſome Chriſtians of God's and Chriſt's making; 

which. Chriſtians God and Chriſt will own, but not the other. Oh! let men 
have a care, that when God cometh to diſtinguiſh between cattle and cattle 
(between Chriſtian and Chriſtian) they be found ſuch as God will make up 
as his jewels, and own as the ſheep of his fold; ſuch as ſhall be able to 
bear the trial of his ſearching judgment, and pure impartial eye; and not 
luch as ſtill, notwithſtanding all their profeſſion of religion and Chriſtianity, 
are found workers of iniquity, and fo not created anew in Chrift Jeſus unto 

good works, and therefore not truly „az or true Chriſtians in his eye. 
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Few Worps to ENGLAND; my native Coukbry, Ge. 


Some ſenſible, weighty QUERIES, concerning ſome Things 
very ſweet and neceſſary to be experienced in the =" htte 


State. 
- Whereunto is added, 


A Posrsekir r, containing ſome Queries on Tinh J. 20, in A 
Scripture of deep Counſel and Concern to the darkened and diſtreſſed: 
States of ſome among thoſe that fear and obey the Lord. 


Two or three Queries 3 the River and City of God, and the 
pure Stillneſs, wherein God is known and exalted. 


AS ALSO, 


Some ESTIONS anſwered concerning the true Church, Miniry, 
and tenance under the Goſpel, and about the _— War. | 


Written in travailing Bowels, by 8 7 
ISAAC PENING TON. 


Truly God i is red to Iſrael, to fuch as are of a clas beart, PSAL. ba. £ 
Behold an Ijraelite indeed, in whom is no guile, Joux i 1. 47. 


For be is not a Few that is one outwardly; neither is that ne which i is _ 
outward in the fleſh : but be is a Few which is one inwardly; and cirrumcißon 1 
75 that of the beart, in the Spirit, and. not in the aue x 3 whoſe praiſe is not of 
men, but of God, Rom. ii. 28, 29. 


Brhold, the days come, ſaith the Lord; that I will puniſh all them wich are tir 
cumciſed, with the uncircumciſed, Egypt, and Juda; and Edom, and the 
children of Ammon and Moab, and all that are in the utmoſt corners that dioelb 
in the wilderneſs ;; for all theſe nations are uncircumciſed, and all the houſe of = 
fael are uncircumciſed in the heart, IER. ix. 25, 26. 


17 HAT a day of diſtreſs, d= reveſation of the righteous judgment 
\ \ of God, is to come upon the wicked and ungodly world (even upon 
man, who was created in the image of God, but is now fallen from it, and 
found out of it, and in another image very unlike it); the eye which the 
god of this world hath blinded, and the heart which he hath. hardened by fin 
and tranſgreſſion, hath no ſenſe of. e N N 
What a day of diſtreſs and miſery ſome in this nation (and in other parts 
of the world) have already met with] how they have felt the weight of ſin 
upon their ſpirits, and what a ſore thing it hath been to them to feel their 
fouls ſeparated from that God that made them (who is the Huſband and 
Father, King, and Preſerver of ſouls, that are found in his image and na- 
ture); how they have been inwardly captivated by a foreign power, and op- 
preſſed, and made to ſerve under fin, and could hear no effectual tidings of 
his appearance who was able to ſave, but their ſpirits were ready to ſink, and 
their hope of redemption, from that which oppreſſed and captivated them, 
almoſt cut off; this being an inward ſtate and condition, hath been altogether 
hid from the eye which is outward. | 
How the Lord at length appeared unto theſe (his bowels having long 
rolled over them, and he having long waited to be gracious to them, even 
till the full and acceptable ſet time was come); how his light hath ſhined 
in and upon them; how he gathered thoſe dry bones together, and breathed 
life into them, and made them live: this alſo is altogether an hidden thing 
from the eye of the world. | mr 
How the Lord, who appeared to them, hath exerciſed and tried them; 
how he hath judged them, and how he hath ſaved them; what deſolations 
he hath made inwardly in them, and what he hath built there : what an 
hammer, a ſword, a fire, Sc. his pure word of life hath been in them; 
how that birth which could live without God, without his inward life, or 
upon words and knowledge without life, hath been famiſhed, until, by the 
Pain of the famine, its very life and breath hath been taken from it, and it 
crucified with Chriſt, by the pain of the croſs of Chriſt: and what . 
been 
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'been raiſed and crowned afterwards, and beautified with the ornaments of 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation; yea, with the endleſs love and mercy with its 
God; and how the Lord is with his people, and dwells and walks in them, 
and how he hath humbled them to walk with him; and how in fear and hu- 
mility they do walk with him in the light of day everlaſting, even as God 
is Light, and walks in the light of his own day: theſe are very ſtrange and 
unknown things to the wiſeſt and moſt prudent in religion at this day, who 
are not gathered into the myſtery of godlineſs (nor into the Spirit, power, 

and glory of the Father) where theſe things are revealed in and by the Son. 
hat faith the children of wiſdom have in the wiſdom and power which 
hath appeared: what confidence they have in the Lord their God; that he 
will ſtand by them in all their exerciſes and trials, both inward and outward; 
and what experiences they have had of the Lord's ſtanding by them in both: 
how his faithfulneſs: doth not fail; and how their faith in him is upheld and 
preſerved by him, that it doth not fail in the ſtormy time, or hour of greateſt 
diſtreſs; and how their eye is unto him, and their hearts with him in the 
calms ; ſo that their God is all in all unto them continually : (and who knows 
this but they that have it!) Oh! who can utter or declare the ſweetneſs and 
certainty of this, where it is enjoyed = | 

What love alſo the Lord ſheds abroad in their hearts; and how he teacheth 
and cauſeth them to love, by often circumcifing their hearts, and cutting 
off that which hindereth the pure love from ſpringing in them; and how 


they love others, in the love wherewith God (who is Love) hath loved them; 


and how natural it is to them to pray for their enemies, and to bleſs them 
that curſe them, and do good for evil; but cannot requite evil for evil, 
being tranſplanted into, and growing up in, the root that is good; and 
ſends up good ſap and virtue into them, which nouriſheth all that is good in 
them, but is death and deſtruction to the remainders of evil, as the Lord 
purſueth and findeth it out: Oh! how impoſlible is it for the heart of man 
to conceive and underſtand ! 

Now I alſo having taſted of the mercy and goodneſs of the Lord, and 
having been broughr out of a ſtate of great miſery and ſorrow of heart into 
the redemption and joy of God's choſen ; and having found the Lord faith- 
ful to me, and giving me faith in the appearance of his Spirit and power in 
me, and true love (tender love) not only to my brethren in the truth, but 
to all mankind ſpringing in me, and divers fruits iſſuing forth from it; ſome 
of them at this time I cannot but publiſh, and the Lord open the hearts of 


thoſe whom it concerns, that they may find ſome help, benefit, and further- 


ance by it. For it is the joy of my heart to receive good from God; to be 
filled with his bleſſings, to have my cup overflow; and that others may be 
helped, refreſhed, and gladded therewith, and, by the ſweet taſte thereof, 
led to wait for the opening of the ſame root and fountain of life in them- 
_ to yield living ſap, and fend forth living ſtreams in them day by 
ay. | 
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Somewhat in the Love of GOD to the Jews NATURAL, or 
Seed of ABRAHAM after the Fleſh. . 


O H! the glory of your ſtate outward, who were the people whom 


God once choſe and loved, and manifeſted his power and preſence 

among, above all people ! whoſe land was the glory of all lands, to 

which God brought you out of Egypt by an out-ſtretched arm, through a 
dreadful wilderneſs, wherein ye were tempted, tried. and exerciſed, and 
the ſucceeding generation fitted to enter into. Oh! what laws and ſtatutes, 
and righteous judgments, did God give you, ſuch as no nation beſides had 
What a temple had ye to appear before God in, and the ark of the co- 
venant, and holy prieſts, kings and prophets! and how nigh was God to 
you, to be enquired of by you; and how ready to hear your prayers, in 
all that you called upon him for! The eternal God was thy refuge, and 
underneath were the everlaſting arms (the Lord was thy rock, and thou 
waſt built upon him); and he did thruſt out the enemy before thee, and did 
ſay, Deſtroy: And when the arm of the Lord did deſtroy them before thee, 
thou didſt dwell in ſafety alone; and the Lord was a fountain of living 
waters to thee, and his heavens did drop down fatneſs upon thee. Happy 
waſt thou, O Iſrael! who was like unto thee, O people ſaved by. the Lord! 
the ſhield of thy help, and who was the ſword of thy excellency l. and thine 
enemies were found lyars unto thee, and thou didſt tread upon their high 
places. And it might have been ſtill ſo with thee, hadſt thou not been 
unmindful of the rock that begat thee, and forgotten God that formed thee. 
For thy glory ſhould not have been taken from thee, but ſwallowed 15 — 
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higher glory, wherein thou mighteſt have had the firſt and chiefeſt ſhare, 
hadſt thou not, by thy almoſt conſtant rebellion and unbelief, provoked the 
Lord againſt thee; not only often to afflict, but at laſt utterly to caſt thee 
of from being a people, and to chuſe a people in 2 ſtead, who ſhould 


bring forth better fruits to the Lord of the vineyard, than thou in thy day 


hadft done. | 


Yet when thy ſtate was thus glorious, it was not a tate of the truly ſub- 
ſtantial, laſting glory, but a ſhadowy ſtate or repreſentative thereof. Thy 
day of glory was not the day of the Meſſiah, the day of everlaſting light in- 
wardly, wherein the Lord alone is exalted inwardly in the hearts of all, in 


whom he breaks down all that is contrary to the light of his day. Thy day 


was but the day of the outward ſhadows of the heavenly ſubſtance z but 
when that day (the day of the inward ſubſtance and glory) ſhined, thy 
ſhadows or ſhadowy ſtate was to fly away, and to be ſwallowed up in the 
pure ſubſtance and ſpiritual kingdom of the Meſſiah. | 

Thy birth from Abraham after the fleſh, was not the birth which was 
to inherit the promiſe in the kingdom of the Meſſiah ; but there is a birth 
inwardly born of the Spirit, born after Abraham in his faith, who travels 


_ inwardly, as Abraham did outwardly, and ſeeks an inward country and city, 


whoſe builder and maker is God: to theſe the ſpiritual kingdom and pro- 
miſes belong. | | 
Thy circumciſion was but the circumciſion outward, the circumciſion of 
the fleſh; it was not the circumciſion of the heart: that is the circumciſion 
of the inward Jew, which indeed the ſcripture called for from you, becauſe 
there was ſomewhat near you, which would have ſo circumciſed you, had 
ye hearkened and given up to it. But ye, as a people, were not ſo circum- 
ciſed, but were a ſtiff- necked people (as Moſes and the prophets were ftill 
complaining of you) uncircumciſed in heart and ears, reſiſting God's Spirit 
both in your own hearts and in the prophets, until the Lord was provoked 
to take away both viſion and prophet from you. a 4 
The Egypt in which your fathers were in bondage, and Pharaoh who op- 
preſſed them, was but the Egypt outward, and Pharaoh outward. There 
is an inward Egypt, wherein the ſpiritual ſeed, the inward man, the ſoul 
is in bondage; and there is a ſpiritual Pharaoh, that oppreſſeth the ſpi- 
ritual feed, in ſpiritual Egypt: and there is a ſtretching out the arm of 
the Almighty inwardly, to break the ſtrength of the inward Pharaoh, to 
pierce Leviathan the crooked ſerpent, and to deliver the foul from under 
The wilderneſs alſo your fathers were led through, was but the outward 
wilderneſs, where they were tempted and tried by the Lord many ways, 
that he might do them good in the latter end. But the inward Iſrael, after 


They are led out of the inward Egypt, are tried in the inward wilderneſs ; 


where they are judged after the fleſh, and that waſted in them, which is not 
to enter into and inherit the good land, where they are tried in the — 
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276 To the Fews Natural, and 
of affliction, and their filth purged away by the ſpirit of judgment and bum 
ing; that the righteous nation, which hath received.the holy inward law, 
and keeps the truth, may enter into the good land, city, and kingdom of 
the Meſſiah, and inherit the bleſſed promiſes of life and ſalvation there. 
Mloſes, your great prophet, was a type of the great, laſting, ſtanding 
prophet, whom God would. raiſe up like unto Moſes, who was to give his 
inward law as Moſes did the outward, and to lead all the ſpiritual Iſrael as 
Moſes did the outward Iſrael; and his word was to be heard and ſtand in all 
things whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto his people: and whoſoever will not hear 
and obey this prophet, ſhall be cut off from among the holy, ſpiritual, -and 
inwardly-living people. e b 

Joſhua who ſucceeded Moſes, led but into the figurative reſt: he was but 
a figure of him that inwardly leads into the inward and ſpiritual reſt; which 
the true Jews, which are inwardly created and formed by God, and made 2 
willing people, in the day of his power, enter into. 1 

The pillar of cloud, and pillar of fire in the wilderneſs, were but figures 
of the ſpiritual pillar of cloud and fire, by which the ſpiritual Iſrael are led 
and defended in the glorious goſpel-day of God's Spirit and power. Read 
1ſaiah, ch. iv. which ſpeaketh of the goſpel-day, and the pillar and cloud of 
fire to be created therein, and of the defence which is to be on all the in- 
ward and ſpiritual glory. | 

The land of Canaan, the outward good and kingdom of Iſrael, was 
but a figure of the inward land, and kingdom of the inward Iſrael, in the 
days of the Meſſiah. This is the land of Judah in which the ſong is ſung, 
becauſe of the inward ſtrong city where God appoints falvation for walls 
and bulwarks, which the righteous nation which keepeth the truth, enter 
into, 1/atah xxvi. | | „ 

Their outward kings in that land, and particularly David, were but 
types of the ſpiritual king, the ſpiritual David, whom God will raiſe up 
to the ſpiritual people, who ſhould ſeek the Lord their God, and David 
their king ; who ſhall be their ſpiritual ſhepherd and ruler, whom God hath 
appointed to feed them in the integrity of his heart, and to guide them 
by the ſkilfulneſs of his hands, who is King of righteouſneſs and peace in- 
- wardly, and who miniſters righteouſneſs and peace to the ſheep and lambs of 

his paſtures. | 

Their outward prieſts (even their high-prieſts) were but a repreſentation of 
the great high-prieſt of God, who was to. be a prieſt - for ever, after the 
order of Meichizedeck, P/al. cx. | hs 

Their outward covenant (made with them from the outward mount Sinai, 
upon the giving of the law, and holy ſtatutes and ordinances, by which 
they were to live and enjoy God in their outward ſtate) was but a ſhadow of 
the inward and ſpiritual covenant, the new and everlaſting covenant, which 


God makes with his inward and ſpiritual people in the latter days. 8 


- 
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Their outward law, as written and engraven in tables of ſtone, was but 
a ſhadow of the inward law, which God puts into the children of the new 
covenant, inſomuch that they need not go outwardly to learn the know- 
ledge of. God, or his will or law; but the inward Iſrael find it inwardly 
written within. There the iſles who wait. for the law of the Spirit of life, 
for the law of the Meſſiah, receive. the miniſtration of the law (in the Spirit 
and power of the Meſſiah) which they wait for. 5 | | 
Their outward mount. Sion, on which the outward temple. was built by 
Solomon, that wiſe king,. that righteous king, that peaceable king, was a 
figure of the inward mountain, whereupon the inward houſe is built in the 
days of the goſpel, in the days of the Meſſiah :: and to this mountain are 
the ſpiritual. people to come up and worſhip. And this is the Sion and Je- 
rujalem (even inward and ſpiritual) from which the law and. word of the 
Lord. go forth in the days of the Meſſiah: and the ſpiritual houſe of 
Jacob combine or agree together to walk in the light of the Lord, who 
ſends forth his light and truth, and leads them to. his holy hill, and to his 
tabernacles. I ung git a 
Their outward tabernacle and temple, ſanctified by God for him to 
dwell and appear in, was a ſhadow of God's inward dwelling-place in man; 
I will tabernacle in them. God dwelleth not in houſes or temples made with 
hands; that is not the place of his reſt, as ſaith the prophet Iſaiah: but the 
high and lofty one that inhabits eternity, whoſe throne is in heaven, and the 
earth his footſtool, he dwelleth alſo with him that is of an humble and con- 
trite ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the ſpirit of the 


contrite ones. 


Their outward ſabbaths were not the laſting ſabbath or reſt of the 
goſpel, but given them for a ſign; but the day of redemption from fin, 
the day of reſting from ſin, the day of ceafing from the works of the 


fleſh, the day wherein God is all, and doth all by his Spirit and power in- 


wardly, and wherein he alone is exalted: this is the day of reſt which the 
Lord hath made far the ſpiritual Iſrael, and which they are glad of and re- 
Joice in. | | 15 

So their incenſe and ſacrifices were not the laſting incenſe and ſacrifices, 
but ſhadows thereof. The prayers of the ſaints, when God pours out the 
ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication upon them, and they pray to him therein, 
that is the. incenſe. Let my prayer be directed before thee as incenſe, and the 
lifting up of my hands as the. evening ſacrifice... And this was the incenſe and 
pure offering, which in every place was to, be offered up, to God's name 
among the je e when his name ſhould be great among them, as Ma- 
lachi foretells. And. what ſaid David of old, when God's Spirit and the 
holy viſion was upon him? Sacrifice and offering thou didſt. not defire , mine 
ears haſt thou opened : burnt-offering and ſin-offering haſt thou not required, Then 
ſaid I, lo I come; in the volume of the book it is written of me: I delight to do 


thy will, O ny God; yea, thy law is in the midſt of my bowels. The e 
0 | __ . of 
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of God are a broken ſpirit (rent your hearts, and not your garments, and turn 10 
the Lord your God); a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe, 
The offering praiſe to God from a ſincere heart, and the ordering of the 
converſation aright, theſe are the ſacrifices well-pleafing to God; for ſacrifices 
were not the thing which God mainly required of outward Iſrael, but this, 
OBEY MY VOICE : and obedience is more acceptable than all other ſacrifices, 
and to hearken than the fat of the choiceſt rams. OY 

Beſides, thoſe outward facrifices could not remove or take away fin 
from the conſcience, but he that came to do the will, and to put an end 
to thoſe ſacrifices and oblations, which were but outward and imperfect; 
he doth both waſh and take away fins from within, and alſo bring in ever. 
laſting righteouſneſs, where his light ſhines, and his pure life Ping in- 
wWardly in the heart. | | — — 5 
And this is the ſubſtance of all the ſnadows, even the light eternal, the 
word eternal, the Son of the living God (who is Light as the Father is 
Light) the word nigh in the mouth and heart, the word of the new co- 
venant; the which Moſes directed your fathers to, Deut. xxx. and by 


which the Lord ſpeaketh, and hath ſpoken throughout the world, 3 | 
juſt! 


[ 
I. 1. and teacheth every man that hearkeneth to his voice, to do juſtly 
= mercy, and walk humbly with his God, as it 1s expreſſed by the prophet 
icah. | | | | | 
Now to you Jews, of the outward line of Abraham (whoſe return to the 
Lord my ſoul moſt earneſtly defireth after, and for which I have moſt vehe- 
mently and wreſtlingly prayed to the Lord) are ſome few weighty queries 
upon my heart : , 3 
Query 1. How came David to pant ſo after the living God, like the 
hart or hind after the water-brooks ? Was it not from the quickening virtue 
of this inward word, which Moſes the man of God had directed the mind 
to? Read Pſal. cxix. and fee how he breathed for quickenings from this 
word, on which all depends. And if ye come to experience this word, 
and the quickening virtue of it, and follow the Lord on therein, ye will 
ſoon come to know the day of the Meſſiah, and the glory of his kingdom, 
which is not outward, tranſitory, and of a periſhing nature; but inward, 
ſpiritual, and everlaſting (as David well knew, and ſpake ſenſibly of, Pſa!. 
cxlv. and elſewhere.) | | "En 
Query 2. What are the waters which every thirſty foul is invited to? Are 
they not the waters of the Meſſiah ? are they not waters that flow out of 
the wells of falvation ? Jaiab xii Do not the fpiritual Iſrael draw pr 
ritual water out of the wells of the Saviour in the days of the Meſſiah ? 


What is it to come to theſe waters? Oh! that ye experimentally knew ! 

But this I will tell you, from true and certain experience, that if ye come 

to take notice of this word of life, which God hath placed nigh in your 

mouths and hearts, to ſeparate between the evil words and evil thoughts 

of the enemy's begetting and bringing forth, and the good words _ good 
2 | | thoug 


— 4 — 1 1 — ] 8 1 


D ˙—˙· r OY ©” A ai 


a«® 


ann  - >. i — 


2 — 2 yy SP — ww * 


* 


3 r the Jewt Spiritual. 279 
houphts of God's begetting and bringing forth, and incline your ear to it, 
Jays from DEL it reproves in you, and draws you from to itſelf; 
your ſouls ſhall ſoon come to live; and he that gives you life, will make an 
everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David: but ye muſt 
fill mind him as a witneſs, and leader, and commander, inwardly in your 
hearts, 3 may be preſerved in the covenant, and enjoy the bleſſings of 
it; ſee ian moo e e, s,, TH On Fo. ths 

Query 3. Did not the Meſſiah come at the ſet time, at the time ſet by 
the Holy Spirit of prophecy? Did he not come in the prepared body to do 
the will? and did he not do the will? And after his obedience. to his Father, 
was he not cut off, though not for himſelf? And after may x ig were 
not ye made deſolate? why were ye made deſolate? why did ſuch a ſtroke 
come upon yu as never before? Oh! conſider it 1+ Read Dan. ix. 24. to 
the end of the chapter, and let him that readeth underſtand. pts 81 
Query 4. What was that curſe, and on wham did it light? Let their. table 
become a ſnare to them, &c. Pſal. lxix. Was it not on thoſe that gave gall 
and vinegar to the Meſſiah to drink, whom David was a figure of, and 
ipake in Spirit concerning? Whoſe eyes are always darkened Doth nat the 
veil lie ſtill on your whole nation? Do ye know the inward mountain, 
where the veil or face of the covering is deſtroyed? in the inward day and 
light of the Meſſiah it is deſtroyed. There that which veils the noble eye 


of the mind is known, and alſo that which deſtroys and removeth it. To 


what purpoſe is it for you to read Moſes and the prophets, when the veil is 
ſo upon you, that ye cannot ſee what is to be aboliſhed, and is aboliſhed 
by the dawning of the glorious day of the Meſſiah, and what is to remain 
and never to be aboliſhed ? There is a Jewſhip, there is a circumciſion, there 
is a ſabbath, there is a reſt, &c. for the inward and ſpiritual people, which 
is to remain and never to be aboliſhed” ! 1217 [ph „ 
Query g. Who were thoſe that God would hide. his face from, and ſee 
what their end ſhould be, becauſe they were a froward generation, children 
in whom was no faith? Who were they that moved God to jealouſy, and 
provoked him to anger? And what was the people and fooliſh nation he 


would provoke them to jealouſy and anger with? Deut. xxxii. Was it not 


the ſpiritual, the holy nation inwardly, the true Jews, whom God took 


from among the Gentiles, whom he appeared among, and was a God and 

a Father to, when he caſt off and forſook the Jews outward, and left them 

to be a deſolation? N Fr pe e = 
Query 6. Who are thoſe that ſhall be hungry when God's ſervants ſhall 

eat? and thirſty, when God's ſervants ſhall drink ? and afhamed, when his 


ſervants ſhall rejoice ? Are not your ſouls hungry and parched-for want of 


the ſpiritual ſuſtenance, which the living God ſatisfieth his ſervants with, 
making a feaſt of fat things to them on his inward holy mountain ? "And 
are not ye aſhamed of your expectations of the Meſſiah, while the ſervants. 
ef the Lord rejoice in him, their Prince and Saviour, and.witneſs * wary 

| a a leader. 


280 To the eus Natural, ke. 
u leader and commander to them? What is the people whom the Lot 
hath ſlain and made deſolate? (Are not ye a ſlain people to God, alienate 
from his life, Spirit, and power, dead in your literal notions and obſerva- 
tions?) And what are the ſervants of the Lord, whom the Lord hath called 
by another name, even a name that ye never knew? ſee: Jaiab lxvi. And 
conſider, how all your day God ſpread out his hand to you, and ye were re- 
bellious, and would not hear; and now night is come upon you, and your 
viſitation, as ſuch a people, is and hath been long ended. >" 
Query 7. Did not God ſignify by the prophet Malachi, that he had no 
leaſure in you, nor would accept an offering at your hand? And did not 
15 go ſignify the chuſing of the Gentiles in Joy ſtead ;- that the called 
among the Gentiles ſhould be his people; and his name which ye had pro- 
- Phaned, ſhould be great among them, and their incenſe and pure offering 
in every place be accepted, even from the riſing of the Sun to the going 
down of the ſame? read Mal. chap. i. 0 CAT ts 
Query 8. Now the inward people, and the inward covenant, the new co- 
venant, are brought forth, ſhall ye ever be owned or regarded as an out- 
ward people, according to your outward covenant any more? Will not all 
ſuch expectations fail you for ever? Ye have looked, from generation to 
generation, for the coming and appearing of the Meſſiah outwardly, after 
an outward manner: but his coming and appearance is inward; and he 
ſetteth up his kingdom, his everlaſting kingdom in his ſaints, and in their 
hearts he ruleth inwardly ; and the Meſſiah, the ſeed of the woman, bruiſeth 
the head of the ſerpent there. Oh! that ye-knew the ſubſtance! - Oh ! that 
ye knew the word of life in the heart, and were turned- to it, and daily 
faithful and obedient ! that ye might feel it cruſhing and daſhing the power 
of ſin and corruption in your hearts | This is the conſolation, hope, and joy 
of the inward and ſpiritual Iſrael! Oh! that ye might be made partakers 
thereof; and that your long outward captivity and deſolation might at length 
end in inward freedom and redemption ! Amen. | 


Somewhat of Concern to the Jews Spiritual, who are of 
the Seed of ABRanam ſpiritually, or according to the 
Faith, and gathered in this Day of GO D's Power, 
to the true and everlaſting 8HILoH. 

| T HE ſcepter ſhall not depart from Fudah, nor a law-giver from between 


bis feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people 
be, Gen, xlix, 10. | . X Old 
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Old Jacoby in the ſpirit: of prophegy, ſaw that Judah was to have the 
ſcepter, the Kingly power; and it was not to depart from him, it was to be 
his right, and the lawgiver was to be between his feet, till Shiloh came; 
people, whom 

he ſhould gather out of the kingdom of darkneſs, and from Satan's power, 
into his own: inward; ſpiritual, and everlaſting kingdom. This was the 
true king, God's king, whom he would ſet upon the holy hill of ſpiritual 
Sion; and all the holy, - inward, ſpiritual gatherings of all people, ſcattered 


from the holy, living power, muſt be to him. 


[ will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it ſhall be no more, until be come 
whoſe right it is, and I will give it bim. And his dominion ſhall not paſs 


away, or the ſcepter wma pers 7 — ſhall not paſs away from him as 


it did from Judah, nor ſhall his kingdom ever be deſtroyed, Dan. vil. 14. 


but God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he ſhall reign 


over the houſe of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there ſhall ' be no 
end. „ e eee TY eee A 
But who are the people that ſhall be gathered to bim? ? 
2 The that Kalt hear his voice, — come at his call, thatſhall 
receive the inſtruction of wiſdom, and feel the drawing power and virtue of 
the Father, in the day of his power. It is written in the prophets, All thy 
children ſhall be taught of the Lord. And every one that is taught and learn- 
eth of the Father, cometh to the Son, cometh to the Meſſiah; cometh to 


| the Shiloh, to the Word eternal, to the Word of life in the heart. 


Query. Was not the Meſſiah promiſed to the Fews, to come of them, and to be 
appropriated to them? = _ © — IN pO NY 
Anſew. He was promiſed to them, and to come of them; but not to be 


_ appropriated to them: but he was to be the univerſal Saviour to all that 


ſhould come under his enſign and banner. He Pall ſet f an enſign for the 
rations, and he ſhall ſprinkle many nations, &c. And God promiſed that he 


would give his Son (his elect choice ſervant) for a light to the Gentiles. 


Query. Were the Fews then excluded? "IS 85 | 
Anſw. No; they were to be gathered to Shiloh, as well as others. Nay, 


the Lord had a ſpecial regard to them; the goſpel was firſt preached to 


them; they had the firſt offer, or the firſt call to the ſpiritual glory; they 
were the children of the prophets, and of the covenant of God made with 
their Fathers; unto whom God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to 
dleſs them, in turning away every one of them from their iniquities. And 
the whole nation, turning from their iniquities, ſhould: have been gathered 
by him, and ſhould have enjoyed the bleſſing of his day and kingdom. 
Yea, the firſt gathering was from among them, and the firſt glorious goſ- 
pel church was at Jeruſalem, where the Spirit and power of the Lord Jeſus 
ad moſt eminently and wonderfully break forth, and great grace was upon 
them all. But the nation was not gathered to Shiloh, nor did come under his 
icepter and government; but only a remnant of the nation. So theſe be- 

You 1h. Oo | ing 
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ing gathered, the reſt were caſt off; and the enſign was carried among the 
Gentiles, and the great gathering was there among them. 
Query. How is it manifeſt that the great gathering to Shiloh was to be from 
among the Gentiles?"  _ ATC FR 11.7107 OR mee 
Anfw. By many expreſs prophecies of Scripture, and promiſes to the 
Meſſiah, that he 0 have the Gentiles for his inheritance and poſſeſſion. 
When God eſtabliſhed his king, the Meſſiah, upon the holy hill of ipfritual 
Sion, notwithſtanding all the heathen's rage againſt him, and the people of 
the Jews imagining a vain thing (thinking to keep the body of him in the 
grave, who was the reſurrection and the life) what ſaith the Lord to him ? 
Aſt of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and. the utter. 
moſt" paris of the earth for thy poſſeſſion, Pl. ii. The Lord ſaid, in another 


place, I is @ light thing that thou mayeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up the tribes of 


Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael, I will alſo give thee for à light 
to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the ends of the earth, Iſai 
xlix. 6. Again the Lord faith further, From the riſing of the ſun, even unto 
the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great among the Gentiles ; and in 
every place incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering; for ny 
name ſhall be great among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Mal. i. 11. 
Sing, O barren! thou that didſt not bear; break forth into ſinging, and cy 
aloud, thou that didſt not travail with child; for more are the children of the 
deſolate than the children of the married wife, ſaith the Lord, Ifai. liv. 1. Who 
was the married wife? Who was the mother in the days of the firſt cove- 
nant? Was it not the Jeruſalem below, who was then deſolate and barren? 
Was it not another Jeruſalem, which is free, and the mother of all the ſpi- 
ritual children? Why was ſhe now to rejoice and ſing? But becauſe the 
was to break forth on the right hand and on the left, and her ſeed was to 
inherit the Gentiles, and 1 2 the deſolate cities to be inhabited, ver. 3. 
The covenant of Mount Sinai did bring forth a great people, whereof Jeru- 
ſalem, that was below, was the mother. The covenant afterwards made, 
beſides that in Horeb, whereof the Word nigh in the heart and mouth is 
the foundation (by which Word God circumciſeth) was as yet barren, and 
did not bring forth a people to the Lord. But this covenant was to have a 
time; the Jeruſalem above was to have a time, wherein her ſeed ſhould 
inherit the Gentiles; and the Maker, the Huſband, ſhould be called the 
God of the whole earth, ver. 5. Read Gal. iv. and ſee how the apoſtle of 
the Gentiles expounds the myſtery, ſhewing which is the free woman, and 
her free children, and which is the bond woman, and which the bond 
children, who are caſt. out in the day of God, and in the ſhining of his 
heavenly light inwardly, and cannot inherit the glorious kingdom of the 
goſpel, with the children of the free woman. And conſider who were the 
people in the time of the firſt covenant? Who obtained mercy then ? Were 
they not the Jews? And who were not a people, and who did not obtain 


mercy, but were left out of the love and mercy of the firſt _—_ 
| | | 9 cre 
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Were they not the Gentiles? And did not the Lord promiſe that he would 
have mercy on them that had not obtained mercy? And that he would 
ſay to them that were not his people, Fou Ax r MY PEOPLE ; and they 
ſhall ſay, My Gop, Hof. ii. 23., compared with Rom. ix. 26. Was not this 
once gloriouſly fulfilled in the firſt viſitation of the Gentiles? And is it not 
again gloriouſly fulfilled in his now viſiting them again with the freſh ſound 
of the everlaſting . as was promiſed, Rev. xiv. 7. S e 
Oh! what a promiſe is that concerning the day of God! that in that day 
there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the people; to it 


' ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and bis reſt ſhall be glorious, Iſai. xi. 10. Is not this 


the day wherein the holy mountain is known, and that nothing can hurt or 
deſtroy there? And doth not the knowledge of the Lord cover his land, 
his earth, as the waters do the ſea? And doth not the root of Jeſſe, the 
rock of life and ſalvation, ſtand for an enſign, placed fo by God; and who 
can diſplace it, or ſhake them that are built on the inward Mount Sion? 


Yea, is not the reſt of the weary ſoul, when he comes hither, found to be 


very glorious? And when this enſign is more fully lifted up, ſhall not the 
Gentiles more abundantly come unto God from the ends of the earth, and 
bewail their dead and eſtranged eſtate from God? (ſaying, Surely our fa- 
thers inherited vanity, and things wherein is no profit, Jer. xvi. 19.) And 
ſhall they not turn from all their idols to ſerve the living God? The. i. 9. 
And concerning the Meſſiah it was promiſed, that in his name ſhould the 
Gentiles truſt, and the iſles ſhould wait for his law, and he ſhould bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles, Jai. xli. 11. with Matt. xii. 21. 

But what ſhould TI mention any more ſcriptures unto you concerning this 
thing, when-as ye have ſo large, full, certain, and daily experience of it 
in that which is pure and living of God, which never deceived nor can de- 
ceive any; for ye are begotten by his Spirit into his own image and na- 
ture, and have received the Spirit of adoption, wherein ye cry Abba Father 
to the Father of ſpirits. He found you indeed in a ſtrange land, under 
great captivity, and alienation from him. Ye have been in Egypt, in So- 
dom, in Babylon ſpiritually; but the mercy of the Lord hath followed 
you thither, and the arm of the Lord hath reached to you there, and hath 
cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon : yea, he whom the Lord hath given 
tor a light to the Gentiles, hath ſhined to you there, in the midſt of your 
darkneſs. So that God ſent among you the prophet like unto Moſes (tho 


| far above Moſes) and hearing him, he led you out of Egypt, and by the 


rod of his power did ſigns, and wonders, and valiant acts there, breaking - 
that power which with a ſtrong hand held you captive there, and oppreſſed” 
you. And you have known the travel, trials, and temptations in the ſpi- 
ritual wilderneſs, and the falling of the carcaſes which were to fall there, 
and the holy leading by the pillar of cloud and fire through all the entan- 
glements and dangers therein. Yea, and the faithful among you, the 
tried and prepared among you, have paſſed over Jordan (the river of pure 
WG A judgment! 


judgment) into the good land, and come to witneſs David and Solomon 
(ho are one in Spirit) your king, who rules in righteouſneſs, and miniſters 
to you peace everlaſting. And ye have an high- prieſt there, not after the 
order of Aaron, but after the order. of Melchizedeck, who is made the ever. 
laſting high-prieſt of God; not after the law of a carnal commandment, 
but after the power of an endleſs life; whoſe lips preſerve the knowledge of 


the law for you, in that endleſs power of life; who miniſters for you, and 


to you, in the endleſs power, and -intercedes with power and efficacy, and 
ſprinkles che blood of the covenant upon — which takes away ſin from 
our hearts and conſciences. So that ye know the inward Jew's ſtate, the 
inward Holy Land and kingdom, the inward circumciſion, before ye enter 
into that land; and the inward Lamb, the inward paſſover, the inward 
Mount Sion, and Jeruſalem; the inward ſacrifices and incenſe, the inward 
tabernacle, temple, and ark of the covenant, the inward ſhew-bread, the 
ipward manna, the .inward rod that buddeth, the inward candleſtick and 
the lamps, which are never to go out in God's temple. And what ſhould I 
ſay more? All that that people were to be outwardly, in an outward wa 
and ſtate, hath God made inwardly in the ſubſtance z and what God would 
have been to them outwardly, had they obeyed his voice, and kept his 
| ſtatutes and judgments, that he is to you inwardly, who are the called and | 
choſen, and faithful followers of the Lamb; and ye are the enjoyers of their 
bleſſings. and promiſes inwardly. Oh! the glory of your ſtate to the eye 
that is opened to fee it! | | | YI 
Now ſomewhat doth remain on my heart unto you. | 
Oh! be daily ſenſible of the tender goodneſs and mercy of the Lord, 
which is broke forth among you | What mercy, what love hath the Father 
ſhewn unto you, that ye ſhould be thus accounted the children of God! 
That they which were once nigh, ſhould be removed fo far off; and ye 
which were ſo far off, ſhould be brought ſo nigh, and ſhould for ever in- 
herit the ſure mercies of David ! For of a truth the Lord will never for- 
ſake you; but his mercy endures for ever towards you, and your ſtakes 
ſhall never be removed; but this inward building ſhall ſtand for eyer. 
This Sion is the place of God's reſt, where he will dwell for ever; where- 
of the outward Sion was but a figure. dof 1 
Secondly, Remember what the Lord promiſed himſelf concerning you. 
When he was weary of that people, and continually complaining of them, 
oh! what did he promiſe himſelf concerning the people he would bring 
forth by the Spirit and power of the Meſſiah in the latter days! Did he 
not promiſe himſelf that they ſhould be an holy people, an inwardly cir- 
cumciſed people, a people that ſhould pleaſe him; ſheep that ſhould hear. 
the ſhepherd's voice, and be healed by him, gathered home to him, and 
fo follow and learn of him the ſhepherd ; that they ſhould all know him 
from the leaſt to the greateſt; and that he would forgive their ſins, -and 
heal their backllidings, and they ſhould not return to folly, or backſlide 
| * any 
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any more, as the children after the fleſh always did ? Is not. this the 
whom indeed God hath formed for himſelf, who ſhall. ew forth. 5 


e. . ES"; Dan IN 10 Rel SIC * 14 
— Remember what a covenant God hath prepared to make with 
you, as ye incline your ears to him, and are led by him into the holy 
agreement with him; even a covenant which is not weak, as the old cove- 
nant was; but is full of virtue and vigour, to enable you to do whatever 
God requires of you. Mark what it contains, putting God's fear into you: 
not the fear which is taught by man's precepts, which man may get into 
his carnal mind; but which God places as the treaſury of life in the heart; 
as it is written, The fear of the Lord and his treaſure, Tai. xxxvi. 6. And 
oh! who knows the preciouſneſs of his treaſure ! How it cleanſeth the 
heart, and keepeth it clean, and will not ſuffer the mind that is ſeaſoned 
with it, and kept to it, to depart from the living God! It fenceth from un- 
belief, it fenceth from diſobedience; it will not ſuffer the foul ſo much as 
to meddle with any appearance of evil. Oh! precious, glorious, bleſſed 
treaſure ! happy is the man that feareth always with this fear! Another pre- 
cious thing this covenant contains, is the law written in the heart, that it 
hall be as near, yea, nearer than ſin is, in the heart that is made tender, 
and hath the law of the Spirit of life written in it. Who knows what it is 
to have the law of love, the law of life, the law of the Spirit, the law of 
faith, the law of new obedience, livingly written by God in bis heart! 
Surely none can but they in whom God writes it! And ſuch cannot but 
deſire to have it written in their hearts by his bleſſed finger daily more and 
more. But this covenant contains yet more, even the putting of bis on 
Spirit within them, to be a fountain of life there, a fountain of. ſtrength 
and wiſdom there, to make them more and more willing in the day of his 
power, and to cauſe them to walk in his ways, and keep his ſtatutes and 
judgments, and do them, that the Lord their God may bleſs them, and 
delight in them. amo 3 tef "27 £44 £11 28 ff . 

Oh! who would not long after, and take up the croſs: and ſhame, ta 
enjoy the glory of this ſtate ! Oh! what hath God done. for a poor deſpited 
remnant among the Gentiles! Oh! who would not deſire to keep this 
bleſſed covenant with the Lard, that be might fully enjoy the Lord, that 
the marriage with the Maker might be witneſſed in his loving-kindneſs and 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, and all unrighteouſneſs and uncleanneſs might be 
put away, removed, and ſeparated from the heart for ever. Ah! the vir- 
gin ſpirit which the Lamb loves, and delights to marry with! He that is 
Jvined to the Lord is one Spirit, and he muſt part with all that is old, evil, 
unclean, and corrupt in him, that would be joined to the Lord, and be- 
come one Spirit with him. Oh! who would loſe the precious fear of the 


covenant, which is clean, and endureth for ever, and keepeth clean and 


chaſte to the Lord for ever! And who would miſs of one law which God 
hath to write in the hearts of his children, when every law is a law > 
| lite, 
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life, and changeth the mind into the nature of the law-giver! And who 
would grieve God's Spirit, which is our Comforter ? Or quench that which 
kindles the pure flame of love and life in our hearts? Much leſs can any of 
his dear and tender children be willing to vex him, by manifeſt careleflheſ 
and diſobedience, who giveth us to drink of the river of his pleaſure! 
Oh! my dear friends, ye do not know the great travail of my heart, that 
all the children of the Lord might walk before him in all well-pleafing, 


that we might come all into covenant, into the full covenant, and walk 


fully wich him in the covenant, that his anger might be for ever turned 


away from us all, and he might never be wroth with, nor rebuke any of | 


us any more. It is written on my heart the breaking forth of this glory 
would reach the Jews: and though they be caſt off as to their outward 
ſtate, and not ſo to be owned, or come into that glory any more ; yet there 
is a day of mercy and love for them, as to that inward ſtate of life and re- 
demption, which their outward ftate typified : and the breaking' forth of 
the full glory of the Gentiles, and the manifeſtation of God's mighty 
power and preſence with them (they being made by God a people to him, 
and ſo walking with God, as none poſſibly can but thoſe who are created 
anew, and fo made by him), this might provoke the Jews (the poor, ſcat- 
tered, forſaken Jews) to ſeek after the Lord their God, and David their 
king, inwardly to be revealed in them, and rule among them. - 
The Lord God of our life and tender mercies, carry on to perfection this 
bleſſed work of his, which he hath ſo mightily begun, and fo mightily 
hitherto carried on; and keep us in the ſenſe of his good Spirit, and in 
tender and holy ſubjection thereto, and in unity together in the life, where- 
in we have been gathered and preſerved, and in pure judgment over all 
the workings of the enemy every-where, and in the goſpel love one to an- 
other, and to all men, even our greateſt enemies, that we may ſeek the 
good of all men, even the reſcuing and preſerving all out of fin and wrath, 
as much as in us is poſſible; that the pure light wherewith our God and 


heavenly Father hath enlightened us, may ſhine in us; and the life where- 


with he hath quickened us, may live in us, and we may feed on nothing 
but life, and grow in nothing but life and truth, to the great glory of our 
heavenly Father, and to the great joy of our hearts. Anen. 
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A few Words to EncLand, my Native Country. 


— . 


Oh! Land of my Nativity ! Oh! my dear Countrymen | a 


H E pure power of the Lord is upon me, and the ſprings of life 

open in me; and among many other things, I am melted in love 
and deſires after your welfare. And this is in my heart to ſay to you: if 
| now teſtify to you in truth of a pearl, a heavenly pearl, an everlaſting 
pearl, will ye not hear me? If I tell you your heart is the field, or earth, 
wherein it is hid, will ye not conſider of it? If the everlaſting goſpel be 
preached again, which contains true tidings of redemption from ſin, will ye 
not liſten after it? If the kingdom of God, and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, bs 
to be revealed within, would ye not willingly learn to wait for it there, 
and beg of God that the eye may be opened in you, which alone can ſee 
it when it doth appear. Indeed God's viſitation is upon this nation in an 
eſpecial manner; his light and power is breaking forth in it, againſt the 
darkneſs and power of the ſpirit of Satan, which hath captivated and ſtill 
captivateth many. Ye deſire outward liberty, and the enjoyment. of your 
outward rights; would ye not be free inwardly ? Free from the baſe, earthly, 
felfiſh nature and ſpirit, which man, fallen from God, and the glory wherein 
he created him, is degenerated into? Oh! is not the power of God, and 
lite of Chriſt, able to reſtore man to this? He that created man at firſt ſo 
glorious in his own image, is he not able to create him anew:? Oh/! hear, 
my dear countrymen! the power is revealed which createth anew and 
they that receive it, and are as clay in the hands of the great potter, given 
up to be formed by it, are daily created (by the operation of it) anew,: into 
an holy, heavenly, innocent, living, tender, righteous frame day by day; 
and are made willing, daily more and more, to be the Lord's, in this da 
of his power; and do receive power to become ſons, and ſtrength again 
their ſoul's enemies: and the 3 work of redemption which God hath 
begun in them, the arm of his ſtrength mightily carrieth on in them, to 
their comfort and his everlaſting praiſe. 67.7 | S 


There is a ſpiritual Egypt and Sodom, as well as there was an outward z 
and there is a ſpiritual wilderneſs, and Canaan alſo; and the arm of God's 
power inwardly and ſpiritually hath been revealed in this ſpiritual Egypt, 
wilderneſs, and Canaan, as really as ever it was in the outward. : Do ye not 
read of a Jew inward, and a circumciſion inward, and the leaven : inward, 
and keeping the feaſt of unleavened-bread, even of bread that is not lea- 
vened with ſin? And he that eats of the unleavened. bread, it unleavens 


him of ſin, and leavens him with life and holineſs: for it is an holy bread, 
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and a living bread. This is the bread which comes down from heaven, 
which they that feed upon live, and they that tive feed upon. And though 
they be many, yet feeding upon this bread, they become one bread, one 
living body, conſiſting of a living head, and living members 3 for the ſame 
life and pure heavenly nature which is in the head, is communicated by 
him to the members. i | 

But how hall 'we find this * may ſome ſay. © % DAE IC 

I will tell you how we found it, and how none can miſs of it, that ſwe 
the houſe, and make a. diligent: and faithful ſearch after it. That in 
heart of man which turns aguinſt ſin, difcovers fin, draws from 3 
God miniſters help againft fin, that is it. That is the pearl hid; that i; 
the kingdom hid; in that is the righteouſneſs of God revealed from faith to 
faith, in all that receive ant give up to this holy leaven. This is of the na. 
ture of God and Chriſt; this is a meaſure of his light, of his pure hf; 
this is the law. and commandment everlaſting, which God writes in the heart 
of his ſpiritual Ifrael. For the inward Jew hath inward tables, where the 
inward law is written; for the inward eye to read. Ohl how nigh is God 
inwardly, to the inward people, in this our day f Ohl the ꝓure glory is 
broke forth ! But alas! men are in their ſeveral ſorts of dreams, and take 
no notice of it. What ſhall the Lord do to awaken this nation? In what 
way ſhall his power appear, to bring down unrighteouſneſs, and to bring 
up righteouſneſs, in the {ſpirits of people? Do ye not think the Lord hath 
been at work? How could deceit be ſo waſted inwardly, and truth ſo gromn 
inwardly, and overſpread more and more, and gain ground in the nation, 
if the hand and power of the Lord were not with it, bleſſing it. Oh! take 
notice of the handy-work of the Lord, ye children of men, and wait to feel 
truth near, and to partake of the living virtue and power of it, that ye 
may feel your hearts creating anew, and the old heavens and earth may in- 
wardly paſs away, wherein dwells unrighteouſneſs; and the new heavens and 
the new earth may be inwardly witneſſed, wherein dwells righteouſneſs.” Oh! 
that this nation might become a paradiſe of God | Oh ! that every one might 
be ſenſible of his preſence, and power, and kingdom, and righteous go- 
vernment inwardly in the heart, from the king that ſits on the throne, to the 
beggar on the dunghill ! Surely man was not made for himſelf ! Surely he 
was not made fuch a creature as now he is] but in the holy image of God, 
with love in his heart to God above all, and to his neighbour as''to him- 
ſelf. Oh! what are the religions and profeſſions of ſeveral forts where this 
love is not found ! The Lord is reſtoring his image, and bringing forth the 
true pure religion again. The pearl, the truth, contains and comprehends it. 
Oh] buy the pearl! oh! buy the precious truth! ſell all that is contrary to 
it for it; take up the croſs to all that is evil in thee, as the light in thee 
maketh jr wo rx and thou ſhalt have the free poſſeſſion of it in thy heart, 
and feel it a root of life, a treaſure of life, a well of life, out of which the 
living water will be daily fpringing up in thee unto life everlaſting. Amen. 
The 22d of the 7th month, 1676. 1 HR E 
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THREE QUERIES 
Spores CREW ee 
THREE VERSES of the XL VIch PSALM. 


Verſe 4. HERE is a river, the fireams whereof ſhall make glad the city 


of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Moſt High. 

Query 1. Which is the river, and what are the ſtreams thereof, which 
make glad the city of God? And which is the city of God which they make 
glad? which are the tabernacles of the Moſt High ? and which is the holy 
place of thoſe tabernacles? Oh! my dear countrymen, that every one in 
this nation did underſtand and enjoy theſe things! For the Lord is ready to 
beget a will, to beget a thirſt in the hearts of the children of men; and 
whoſoever thirſteth, whoſoever will, is called to the waters, and may come 
to the waters, and take of the water of life freely (ai. lv. 1. Rev. xxii. 
17.) yea, to the full ſatisfaction of their ſouls. For indeed this is the day 
of God's power, wherein he doth make his people willing to come to him, 
and to abide with him in the fountain of living waters; and thoſe that do 
come to him, and abide with him, he abundantly ſatisfieth with the fatneis 
of his houſe, and giveth them to drink of the river of his pleaſures, P/al. 
xxxv1. 8, 9. Mark, God is the fountain of living waters, with him is the 
fountain of life, a river of pleaſures, a river whoſe ſtreams make glad 
the whole city, even the holy place of all the tabernacles of the Moſt High; 
and he giveth his citizens to drink of it; and whoſoever drinketh of it, 
it maketh them glad, it refreſheth their life. Oh! that more knew what 


this means! 


Verſe 5. God is in the midſt of her, fhe ſhall not be moved; God ſhall help ber, 
and that right early; or when the morning appeareth, or from the morning 
appearing. | | | 
Query 2. How is God in. the midſt of this city? Is it not more gloriouſly 
in an inward way, than ever he was in the temple in the outward Jeru- 
ialem, in an outward way? How is ſhe built? How is ſhe founded and 
lituated? How comes it about that ſhe ſhall not be moved? How is God 
her refuge and ſtrength, and preſent help in the time of trouble? After 
what manner doth God ariſe inwardly, and ſcatter his enemies ? How doth 
the morning-light help her ? After what manner, when the enemy cometh 
in like a flood, doth the Spirit of the Lord lift up a ſtandard againſt him? 
Ah! bleſſed are they that know and experience, and live in the enjoyment 

Vor. II. Pp- | of 
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of theſe things! Oh! that this whole nation did ſo! Were it not worth the 
ſaffering of much, the denying of much, and the bearing of much  judg- 
ment, to come to this ? 3 

Verſe 10. Be ftill, and know that I am God; 7 will be eralled a (or in) 
the heathen : I will be exalted in the earth. 

Query 3. What is that ſtillneſs wherein God * God, not 
outwardly i in notion, but inwardly in the heart? Where is that ſilence of 
mind, wherein God teacheth his Iſrael in the new covenant, to know him 
as he is z even all of them, from the greateſt to the leaſt? How will God 
come to be exalted in the heathen, and in the earth? Is it not by the light 

of his day, breaking forth and ſhining in them? Where this day breaks 
forth in any heart, doth it not break down and deſtroy the kingdom of dark: 
neſs inwardly ? And doth not the King of Glory conſume the man of fin, 
the wicked one that was exalted in the temple before (which temple: * 
longed of right to God) with the Spirit of his mouth, _ deſtroy him-with 
the brightneſs of his coming or appearing ? 1/aiab xi. 4. 2 7. . i. 11. 8. Then 
is the day known wherein the Lord alone is — Oh! that this 
were more known; and the Lord, who is indeed worthy, were more exalted, 

and all fleſh become his m—_— for ever ! 


| Concerning FIR true Ci,” and Miniſtry under the 
_ © Goſpel, and the Maintenance thereof; ſome few 
Queſtions anſwered in Truth and Plaickels of Heart, 
and left to the Witneſs and Teſtimony of GO D in 
other Mens Conſciences. 


Queſt. 1. HIC H is the true church, or the goſpel-church, or the church 

according to the new covenant ? For there was an old cove- 
nant, and a church according to that, under the law: and there is a new 
covenant, and a church according to that, under the goſpel. 

Anſw, For the clearing of this to the hearts and conſciences of x le, 
let us enquire and conſider what the new covenant is, and then it wi por 
eaſily appear which is the church according to the new covenant. 

The new covenant, according to plain ſcripture, and according to manifeſt 
experience in this bleſſed day of the ſhining of the goſpel- light in mens 
hearts, is a covenant of God's putting his law in the inward parts of 
and writing it in their hearts, and of his becoming their God and making 

them his people, and of teaching them all to know him (inwardly and ex- 
perimentally) from the leaſt to the © and of being merciful to their 
12 un- 
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unrighteouſneſs, and remembering their ſins and iniquities no more, Fer, 
/ 20; x5; 120 7 ES ds iy 
Now if this be the new covenant, the covenant of the goſpel-church, 
then they are the goſpel-church Who are the people of God according to 
this covenant, who have the law 2 by God into their inward parts, and 
writ in their hearts; and ſo according to this law and covenant, have God 
to be their God, and are his T and are taught by him to know him 
(as it is written, A thy children ſpall be taught of the Lord, Iſaiah liv. 13. 
and John vi. 45.) and whoſe unrighteouſneſs God hath. been merciful to, - 
and whoſe ſins and iniquities he remembereth no more, being waſhed away 
from their conſciences by the blood of the everlaſting covenant, which the 
blood of bulls and Ae could never do: fo that this is the New Teſtament- 
u 


church (or goſpel- church); a church of Jews inward, as the law- church was 


a church of Jews outward: a church of inward worſhippers, of worſhippers 


in Spirit and in truth, Jobn iv. 23. as the law- church was a church of wor- 
ſnippers outward: a church of inwardly circumciſed ones, as the law- church 
was a church of outwardly circumciſed ones, Rom. ii. 29. A church of 
ſuch as are inwardly holy, as the law-church was to be a church of ſuch as 
were outwardly holy : a church of ſuch as offer inward incenſe and facri- 
fices, as the law-church was a church of ſuch as offered outward incenſe 
and facrifices : a church of inwardly-redeemed ones, from the inward Egypt, 
from the inward darkneſs and power of Satan, as the law-church was a 
church of ſuch as were redeemed from the outward Egypt, and the power 
of Pharaoh outward : a church that hath the inward ark (Rev. xi. 19.) the 
inward preſence, the inward manna, Sc. as the outward church of the Jews 
had the outward. , | 1 | | 
8 2. Which is the true goſpel miniſtry, and who are the true goſpel 
miniſters 
Anſw. Thoſe whom Chriſt ſends forth, in the Spirit and power of his Fa- 

ther, to gather and build up this church, Chriſt had all power in heaven 
and earth given him, even to this very end, to gather, defend, and build 
up his church : and he bid his apoſtles wait for the ſame power; and ſends 
torth his miniſters in the ſame power, that they may be able miniſters of the 
goſpel, which is not words but power, even the power of God unto falva- 
tion, Rom. i. 16. The new covenant ſtands not in the letter, but in Spirit 


and power; and they that are the miniſters of it, muſt receive life, Spirit, 


and power from Chriſt (the head) and miniſter in that Spirit, life, and 
power to the members, or they cannot nouriſh and build them up; yea, 
they muſt preach and miniſter to the world in it, or they are not able to ga- 
ther out of the world into it. Chriſt, the Lord of his church, the n 
tion of life in his church, the everlaſting rock, is a living ſtone; and his 
church is built of lively ſtones: and how can any miniſter life unto them, 
or build them up in the life, Spirit, and power, but who are in the life, 
Spirit and power, and who receive life, Spirit, and power from the head, to 
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further, quicken, and build up the living members wich? The milk which 
2 the living babe, is living, which muſt come pure from the breaſt 
of life, and not be mixed with man's wiſdom or brain inventions, or it can- 
not yield pure nouriſhment. What then muſt the bread, and wine, and 
water of the kingdom be, whereon the children and heirs of the kingdom 
mult feed, or they cannot be ſatisfied ? And the miniſters of the goſpel are 
ſtewards of this heavenly life, this heavenly Spirit, this heayenly power, 
this heavenly treaſure which they have in the earthen veſſels, and which 
God enables them to bring forth, for the feeding of his lambs and ſheep. 
Chriſt ſaid unto Peter, Loveſt thou me more than theſe ? Peter anſwered him, 
Zea, Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee. If it be ſo, feed my lambs, feed my 
ſheep, ſaid Chriſt ro him. But how ſhould he feed them ? In what ſhould 
he feed them ? With what ſhould he feed them ? All power, faith Chriſt, 
is given me in heaven and in earth; and I am to aſcend to my Father, and 
to receive the fullneſs of his Spirit; and do ye wait, and ye ſhall receive 
abundantly of the ſame Spirit and power, and then in that Spirit and power 
ye ſhall be able to feed my lambs and ſheep, that are begotten and ga- 
thered to me, in it; but out of it none is able to feed and build them up; 
for that is the very thing they are to be fed with and built up in. Indeed a 
man may be a miniſter of the letter, a miniſter of the law, without the 
Spirit and power; but of the goſpel he cannot poſſibly ; for that conſiſts not 
in letter, E in Spirit, 2 Cor. 111. and the faith that is to be begoetten 
there, is not to ſtand in the wiſdom of man, but in the power of God. 
The goſpel-ſtate, the goſpel- church, the goſpel- building, begins in the 
power, and is carried on in the power, and finiſhed or perfected in the + 
power; and the whole miniſtry of the goſpel is to partake of this power, 
and miniſter in it, or they can do nothing in this work. Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord begun it in this power, and none can carry it on without this power: 
the Lord God of Glory laid the foundation ; Behold, 1 lay in Sion for a foun- 
dation, &c. Iſai. xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5, 6. And the quickening Spirit 
alone is able to make living ſtones and ſpiritual ſtones ; and the Lord alone 
is able to build them up by the operation of this Spirit and power; and they 

that are the true miniſters of the goſpel, miniſter in this, and are to wait for 
it daily from God that they may miniſter in it. | | 

Queſt. 3. What is the maintenance of the miniſters of Chriſt, or what is to be. 
the maintenance of the true miniſters under the goſpel ? | 5 

Anſw. Chriſt, who hath ſent them forth to miniſter in his name, hath 
provided for them; and they that are his true miniſters,. are ſatisfied with 
what he hath provided for them, Matt. x. 10. being careful not to make 
the goſpel, which is to be an inward bleſſing, outwardly chargeable to any. 
The mind of the true miniſters is about the ſervice of Chriſt ; how they 
may be faithful to him, gather ſouls to him, feed them with the bread of 
life from him; not what they ſhall have from men for ſo doing, for ſuch 

covet no man's gold or ſilver, c. | £7 0 
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Some QuEsTIONS anſw red concerning the Lauz's Wan. 0 
HO is the Lamb? VV | 
An. He that takes away the ſins of the world. The 
word which was in the beginning. Behold the lamb of God, ſaid John, Jobn 
i. 1. and ver. 29, He that was born of the virgin Mary after the fleſh; 
and was alſo the. man-child, born of the travailing-church after the Spirit, 
Rev. xii. 5. e ee T8 
Queſt. 8 Who makes war with the Lamb ? | | 8 1 
Anſw. All that are in wickedneſs, in darkneſs, in fin and corruption, and 
under the power thereof, who ſtrive to defend and maintain this kingdom 
againſt the appearance of his light, Spirit, and power in them. . 
Queſt. 3. What firength have they on their fide that make war againſt 
the Lamb? | mw 6-1 4 
Anſw. The ſtrength of the great red dragon, who hath ſeven heads and 
ten horns; and in every one of his heads is wiſdom, and in every one of 
his horns there is power. So that dreadful is the battle that is fought be- 
tween them, either inwardly in the heart, or outwardly in the world, when 
Chriſt appears in his light, Spirit and power, to aſſault and break down the 
kingdom of darkneſs, and to ſet up his own kingdom, which muſt be ſet up, 
even in the world, Dan. vii. 14. 27. Rev. xi. 15. 45 - e 
Queſt. 4. Did the great red dragon and his army ever (in am reſpett) prevail 
in this battle? | | Boe ee 
Anſw. Yes; for even while the Lamb, and his pure life and holy teſti- 
mony have prevailed, ſo that the dragon and his army could get no ground 
over them inwardly, but ſalvation (the wall and bulwark of God's heritage) 
and ſtrength, and the kingdom of God, and the power of his Chriſt, did 
prevail inwardly ; yet the dragon, even then, hath prevailed over their goods, 
liberties, and lives outwardly ;. and he drove the woman, the true church, 
out of her place, as I may ſay, that ſhe was forced to fly into the wilder- 
neſs, he ſo ſorely aſſaulted. her: yea, after that alſo he made war with the 
remnant of her ſeed, and caſt ſome of them into priſon, and drank the 
blood of thoſe that would.not drink his falſe church's cup, but keep the com- 
mandments of God, and have the teſtimony of Jeſus, Rev. xii. and chap. 
u. 10. Yea, the beaſt to which he gave his power (which had ſeven heads 
and ten horns like him, chap, xiii. 1.) made war with the ſaints, and over- 
came them outwardly, though he could not overcome them inwardly ; for 
he could not make them to worſhip him, ver. 7, 8. Nay, nor the ſecond 
beaſt neither, though he had horns like a lamb, and ſpake like a dragon, 
and exerciſed all the power of the firſt beaſt, and did great wonders, _ 
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had power to give life unto the image of the former beaſt, and would kil 
all that would-not-worſhip the image of it; and would ſuffer none to buy 
or ſell but ſuch as had the mark or name of the beaſt: yet neither could 
this beaſt overcome the followers of the Lamb, as to their inward life and 
teſtimony, though it had power to kill and ſuppreſs them outwardly, ver. 
11. to the end, and chep. xiv. 9. to ver. 13. which plainly ſhews the ſaints 
had patience, and kept the commandments of God, and the faith of Jeſus, 
and would not worſhip the beaſt and his image, nor receive his mark, either 
in forehead or hand. pa RIOT He) . | 


Queſt. 5. What was the cry up and down nations, when the dragon and the * 


zeaſt thus prevailed, and when the falſe church carried her cup of fornication; 


up and down through kingdoms and nations, and made the kings and inhabitant; 


e the earth drink thereof; and who would not drink thereof, ſhe would nat let 
. them buy nor ſell, but impoverifſh, impriſon them, and drink their blood? Rey, 
xvii. 2. and 6. e | | [ 

Anſw. The cry every-where was, Who is like unto the beaſt * Who is all. 


to make war with the beaſt ? Indeed there appeared no power any-where able 


to withſtand or reſiſt this power, which the dragon had, who gave it bath 


to the beaſt which aroſe out of the ſea, and to the beaſt which aroſe out of 
the earth; both which joined together to perſecute all that would not drink 
of the falſe church's cup, which was golden without, but full of abomina- 


tion and filthineſs of fornication, fornicating from the holy life, Spirit, and | 


power of the Lamb inwardly, who is the head of the true church and true 
worſhippers, Rev. xiii. 4. and chap. xvii. 4, 8. | | 
Queſt. 6. What is the time of the dragon's, the beaſt's, and falſe church's thus 
prevailing againſt the true church, in reference to the outward, though they can- 
not prevail againſt its inward life and teſtimony ;, but that (through patience and 
ſufferings) prevails over and reigns inwardly, in the midſt of all their cruelty and 
oppreſſing of the outward man? | | 


Anſw. It is the time of Antichriſt's reign, and ſitting in the temple as 


if he were God, and exalting himſelf over all that is called God, and 
which ought to be worſhipped. It is the time of the true church's being 
in the wilderneſs, and of the man-child's (which the true church brought 


forth) being caught up to God; which things were to laſt, according to the 


ſcripture account, one thouſand two hundred and ſixty days, or a time, 

times, and half a time, 2 Thefſ. ii. 3, 4. Rev. Xii. 6, 14. | 
Queſt. 7. What will the Lamb do when this time is out? 9 
Anfw. He will come and make war again; he will come with his hea- 


venly armies, armed with ſpiritual armour, and fight an heavenly battle; 


yea, he will judge and make war in righteouſneſs, againſt the unrighteouſ- 
neſs of the 2 and the beaſt, and the falſe prophet ; and his heavenly 
armies ſhall follow him their captain and leader, on white horſes, cloathed 
in fine linen, white and clean, who ſhall fight in his Spirit and power, againſt 


all that he fighteth againſt; and out of his mouth goeth a ſharp ſword, wes 
wi 
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with it he ſhould ſmite the nations; and he ſhall rule them with a rod of 
iron, and make the ſpirits of all his oppoſers bow under him, and fly to 
ſnelter themſelves from that wrath which they cannot eſcape. Ohl who 
would not kiſs the Son, that he might not provoke the Lamb to wrath againſt 
him, whoſe wrath is dreadful! Rev. xix. 11. to the end. Pſal. ii. 11. 

Queſt. 8. What ſhall the cry be, when God's Spirit and power prevaileth over 
the dragon's ſpirit and power, when the Lamb gets the victory, when be ſmites the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of bis lips ſhall flay the 
wicked ; when be brings down the dragon, beaſt, and falſe prophet, and the falſe 
church, mother of harlots (which hath drunk the blood of ſaints) with bis vials, 
flagues, woes, thunders, &c.? when Babylon the great city falls, which made all 


nations drunk with her ſpiritual wine of fornication ® 


be ſaid no more, who can make war with the beaſt ? but who can with- 
ſtand this power? Who can make war with the innocent, righteous Lamb 
(who hath his ſword in his mouth) and with his tender-hearted, faithful 
followers, and proſper ? Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name:? 
For all nations ſhall come and worſhip before thee ; for thy judgments are made 
manifeſt, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty, juſt and 
true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints, Rev. xv. 3, 4. Zea, a great voite of 
much people in beaven ſhall ſay, Hallelujah, ſalvation, and glory, and honour, 
and power unto the Lord our God: for true and righteous are bis judg- 
ments; for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with 
ber fornication, and hath avenged the blood of bis ſaints at her hand, chap. xix. 
ver. 1, 2. | | SY 1 hn 
Now doth it not concern all people to conſider which is Sion, God's holy 
mountain, and which is the Jeruſalem of his building; and the holy city of 
God, the holy church of God, the mother of all the truly living children? 
for the Jeruſalem which is above, and which is free, is the mother of them 
all, Gal. iv. 26. And alſo which is Babylon, the city built by man, and the 
ſpirit of Antichriſt, in a kind of likeneſs, but not in the real nature of the 
true church ; that they may wait for and follow God's call to come out of her, 
and may not partake of her ſins, of her ſorceries (Rev. xviii. 22.) of her 


Anfv. Then the power which doth this ſhall be magnified. Then it ſhall 


| fornication from the pure life, Spirit and power, and ſetting up worſhips, 
and compelling, people to worſhip in her forms (which are out of the life, 


and out of the power) that they partake not of her plagues, which will in- 
deed be very dreadful, ſuch as ſhall affright any from coming near her, or 

meddling with her ſpiritual ſorceries and fornications any more, Rev. xviii. 
4. and ver. g, 10. Oh therefore let every one conſider what the beaſt 1s, 
what his image, what the mark in the forehead, what in the right hand; 
and take heed he be not found worſhipping the beaſt and his image, or re- 


ceiving his mark, either in his forehead or right hand, leſt God make him 


to drink of the wine of his wrath, which is poured out without mixture into 
the cup of his indignation, and he be tormented with fire and brimſtone = 
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the preſence of the holy angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb, and have 
no reſt day nor night, Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. I had rather run great hazard 
outwardly, and ſuffer much affliction and perſecution from men, to ke 
my ſoul true to God, in the ſpiritual worſhip and teſtimony which he h 
given me, _ all falſe ways and invented worſhips, than expoſe my foul 
to the hazard of drinking of this dreadful cup of God's indignation; which 
the Lord God of tender mercies teach men, and give them true wiſdom, to 
avoid and eſcape. Amen. | | vs ond Hot 


The CONCLUSION. 


DEHOL D my ſervant ſpall deal prudently, be ſhall be exalted and u. 
B tolled, and be very high. As many were aſtoniſhed at thee (bis viſagt was 
fo marred more than any man, and his form more than the ſons of men); ſo Gul 
be ſprinkle many nations; the kings ſhall ſhut their mouths at him: for that which 
bad not been told them, ſhall they ſee; and that which they bad not heard, 
"they confider, Iſai. Iii. 13, 14, 15. TITS! 5 
T hou art fairer than the children of. men : grace is poured into thy lips; there- 
fore God hath Bleſſed thee for ever. Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O Mi 
Mighty, with thy glory and thy majeſty. And in thy majeſty ride proſperoufy, 
becauſe of truth, and meekneſs, and righteouſneſs; and thy right hand ſhall teach 
thee terrible things. Thine arrows are ſharp in the hearts of the king's enemies, 
whereby the people ſhall fall under thee. Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever: the ſcepter of thy kingdom is @ right ſcepter. Thou loveſt righteouſne/; 
and hateſt wickedneſs, therefore God, thy God, bath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladneſs above thy fellows, Pal. xlv. ver. 2. to 8. \ How's 
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that 
are of a . fearful heart, Be ſtrong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even God with a-recompence, he will come and ſave you. Then ibe 
eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall be unſtapped. Then 
Hall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb ſing; for in the 
wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and ſtreams in the deſert. And the: parched 
ground ſball become a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings of water; in the habita- 
tion of dragons, where each lay, ſhall be graſs with reeds and ruſhes., And an 
highway ſhall be there, and a way, and it ſhall be called the way of holineſs ; the 
unclean ſhall not paſs over it, but it ſhall be for thoſe : the wayfaring men, though 
fools, ſball nat err therein. No lion ſhall be there, nor any ravenous beaſt ſpall 
go up thereon, it ſhall not be found there; but the redeemed ſhall walk there. 
And the ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return and come to Sion with ſongs, and ever- 
laſting joy upon their heads : they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow and 
bing ſhall flee away, Iſai. xxxv. ver. 3. to the end. . THE, a 
Ble 
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Bleſſed be the Lord God of life for ever! theſe ſcriptures, and many. - 

more, are ſweetly and preciouſly fulfilled in the hearts of a remnant, in this 
our day. They were once (in a degree) fulfilled in the day of the appear- 
ance of the word of life, in the 2 body of fleſn. They were again - 
more generally fulfilled, in the day of the pouring out of his Spirit, and 
gathering a people to him, both from among the Jews and Gentiles, whom 
he did ſprinkle with his holy life, Spirit, and power. And they are again 
fulfilled in the hearts of many, after the long night of darkneſs, and great 
and large apoſtaſy from the Spirit and power of the apoſtles. Bleſſed, 
Oh! bleſſed be the Lord, the Sun of righteouſneſs hath again ſhone forth, 
and appeared inwardly in a glorious, living, powerful manner, to them that 
have feared his name; and he hath been a God of vengeance to the man 
of ſin; yea, to all that was dark, fleſnly, and corrupt in them; and a God 
of mercy and tender bowels to thoſe which panted after, and waited for 
his ſalvation. And the healing virtue from under the wings of the Sa- 
viour, and the holy anointing, hath dropped upon the eyes of the blind, 
the pure eye- ſalve, and they have been opened; and the ears of the deaf, 
by the voice of the Son of God, have been unſtopped; and the inwardly 
and ſpiritually lame have leaped as an hart; and the tongue, which could 
not name God in truth and righteouſneſs, but hath been dumb before him, 
and before men alfo, could not but ſing, becauſe of the breaking forth of 
the waters and ſtreams of life, upon the thirſty land and parched ground, 
making them a pool and ſprings of water; which land, which thus is 
changed from its wilderneſs and parched ſtate, into an ISly, freſh, and 
living ſtate, the dragons do not lodge in; nor is it any more an habitation 
or cage for unclean and noiſome birds (as great profeſſing Babylon, the 
mother of harlots, with all her flefaly-profeſſing daughters, is) but life dwells 
there: the Holy One is in the midſt of this land, and it brings forth the 
fruits of life and righteouſneſs, to the Righteous and Holy One. And here 
the King of Glory's highway, even the way of holineſs, is known, which 
none but thoſe whom he makes holy can walk in. Let men profeſs what 
they will, yet being unclean in heart and converſation, they cannot paſs 


over to come into this way ; but the holy, they which are made holy by 


God, and keep to, live in, and follow that which is holy, though wayfaring 
men, and though otherwiſe fools, yet they ſhall not err here, but be pre- 
ierved by the holy power, in the holy way, which is. prepared and caſt up 
tor theſe: and as for that which would tear and deſtroy, it ſhall not be 
tound on all that holy mountain where theſe live and feed. Yea, here is 
the houſe of God and throne of God, and God the judge of all, and Jeſus 
tne mediator of the new covenant, and the blood of ſprinkling, where the 
ranſomed of the Lord enjoy the preſence of the bridegroom, whom God 
hath ſet king, and who reigns on his holy hill of inward and ſpiritual Sion, 
and cauſeth them to ſing, who feel him reign (even the everlaſting ſeed of 

You, II. g. life 
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life to reign inwardly in the heart). Oh! everlaſting joy is upon thei 
heads ! — — Lo joy and gladneſs; and —*.— and ſighi 5 
away, when the joy unſpeakable and full of glory is felt ſpringing in the 
heart, from the ſenſe of the preſence and enjoyment of the bridegroom. For 
of a truth, the Lord hath comforted Sion; yea, he hath comforted many of 
her waſte places (he was angry with her daughters, before their filth was 
purged away. by the Spun r judgment and burning; ſince that time his 
anger hath been turned away, and he hath comforted them, Jai. xii. 1, &c.), 
and he hath made her wilderneſs in many hearts like Eden, and her deſert 
like the garden of the Lord (even like the garden that he waters): and 
how can joy and gladneſs but be found here, with thankſgiving and the 
voice of melody? ai. viii. 11. and chap. li. 3. Thus it is with ſuch of 
the gathered people and nation of the Lord, that hearken and give ear to 
him, and have known the way of lite to proceed out of his mouth, and his 

judgment to reſt for a light, ver. 4. | 1 
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Some QUERIES on ISAIAH "I 10, E 
A SCRIPTURE of Deep Counſel and Concern to the darkened 


and diſtreſſed States of ſome among thoſe that fear and obey 
the LORD. 


Written by one who hath been ſorely darkened and diſtreſſed for a long 
Seaſon, but at length mercifully enlightened and comforted by the 
Hand which afflicted and diſtreſſed him; 3 
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Come, and let us return unto the Lord, for he hath torn, and he will heal us, 
be bath ſmitten, and be will bind us up, Hos, vi. I. 


lud in that day thou ſhalt ſay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee ;, though thou waſt 
angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comforteſ me, Is AI. xii. 1. 


NDEED the Lord hath reached unto me by his living power, and 

thereby hath begotten ſomewhat which he doth own, and which he hath 
taught to know and own him in his living appearances in my heart; and 
by its pure life and operations in me, I know it to be the true power. And 
truly I would fain have this life and power more and more reach to, prevail, 
and ſpread in my own heart, and in the hearts of other men: I am not for 
any notional religion out of the power, in any way or form whatſoever (no, 
indeed, I am not ſo much as for the very true form of godlineſs out of the 
power); but where there is any touch, any ſenſe, any operation, any ſavour 
of the true life and power any-where, my ſoul loveth and embraceth it, 
bleſſing the Lord for it. And oh! that this might be vilited by the Lord, 
wherever it is, and kept alive to the day of redemption, and led by the Lord 
into the pure and living way, and holy everlaſting covenant of life, wherein 
he redeems; for which end theſe queries have broke forth from me: and 
indeed, no leſs than a neceſſity (or a neceſſitous force of love and life pur- 
ſuing me) hath conſtrained me to publith them, who with reverence of ſpirit 
commit them into the hands of the Lord, who can open the hearts of whom 
he pleaſeth, and give the living ſenſe of what comes from him. I am ſa- 
tisfied that God's powerful work of redeeming will go on. Oh! bleſſed be 
his name, who hath a mighty arm, and hath done mighty things with it in- 
wardly in mens hearts! and we are in the true faith aſſured that he will yet do 
more mighty things, as he ſeeth good, to the gladding of the hearts of thoſe 
whoſe hope is in him, and who have. no help beſides him. | 
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Some TaiNGs, 18 ſweet and neceſſary to 1 experienced 


| | in 1 "the Txv LY-CHRISTIAN STATE. 
Query 1. 
| to be waſhed, that it may be cleanſed from its inward 
filthineſs, as outward things are by waſhing with outward 
vater? Exch. XxXXv1. 25. Pſal. li. 2. & 
very 2. What is the anſwer of a ood conſcience towards God, when the 
foul is inwardly. baptiſed and made clean! mw Pet. iii. 21. 

Query 3. Chriſt faith, Bleſſed are the pure in heart ? Do, or can, any witneſs 
purity of heart before this waſhin 

Query 4. How ma ay the was, off ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and 

pure water; fo that there may be a drawing near 
to Eo with a true heart, and in full aſſurance of faith? Heb. x. 22. Pfal. 
XXVI 

Query g. How might the Jews waſh and make themſelves clean ? Thai. i. 
16, Could it be any otherwiſe done by them, than by taking heed to the 
word of the new Covenant, nigh in the mouth and heart, to which Moſes 
had directed them? Deut. xxx. 14. Pſal. cxix. 

Query 6. What is the fire which takes hold 1 and burns up the luſts and 
corruptions of the heart? Is it not the Word of Life within, which flames 
22ainſt evil, and hammers down evil? Doth not the Holy One in the midſt 
of the ſpiritual Iſrael do this? When Chriſt, who knocks at the door of the 
heart, is let in, and his voice hearkened to, doth: he not become a Spirit of 
judgment and burning, judging and burning up what is evil there? Is it not 


H AT is the water heren * foul or inner man is - 


bleſſed to know this ſpiritual appearance, and this work of C hriſt in the heart q 


Lai. iv. 4. and x. 17. 
Query 7, What are the enemies of a man's one ? Who muſt overcome 


em? How may they be overcome? Is a man ſafe, or delivered from them. 
iu] they be overcome? Matt. xv. 19. 2 Gr. x. 4, 5. 


th 


Query 
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Query 8. What is the houſe of the ſtrong man, where he dwells till he 
be diſpoſſeſſed? Who can diſpoſſeſs him? How. deth he diſpoſſeſe him 
How doth he ſpoil his goods, and then garniſh the houſe anew? Oh! 
what a new creation and change within is witneſſed when this-is done] And 
who would not wait, and pray, and believe, and ſuffer the judgings and 
burnings of the Spirit of judgment and burning, that this may be done 
thoroughly and effectually? Luke xi. 21, 22. ai. xxvi. 9. 2 Cor. v. 17, 
very 9. What is that coming to Chriſt which none can witneſs but thoſe 
that hear and learn of the Father, and are taught by him, in the drawi 
of the life and Spirit of the new covenant, to come to the Son? Jahn yi, 
44, 45: 

Query 10. Who can confeſs Jefus to be the Lord by the Holy Ghoſt? 
Can any but they that receive the help of his Spirits and fee] ſomewhat of 
his lordſhip and holy dominion in their hearts? Jai. xxvi. 112. 

Query 11. What is the precious faith, which is the gift of God, which 
none can obtain but they that are born of God? John i. 12, 13. 


Query 12. Can any rightly believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, unleſs they 
his Spirit, 1 Jobn v. r. | 
Query 13. Doth not this faith give victory over the world? (over the 
worldly nature and ſpirit within, over the worldly nature and ſpirit without 
alſo)? Can any other faith give victory? 1 Jobn v. 4. V 
Query 14. What is the love of God's children? Whence doth it ariſe? 
How come they to love ? Is it not of an heavenly ſpiritual nature? Doth it 
not ariſe from God's begetting them, and circumciſing their hearts, and 
teaching them in the Spirit of the new covenant to love him, and one an- 
other, yea, and enemies alſo, 1 John iv. 7. Deut. xxx. 6. 1 Thef.. iv. 9. 
Query 15. How come the children of God, who are begotten of him, to 
obey his commandments? Is it not from the conſtrainings of his love, 
which makes them natural and eaſy (where the birth and nature is grown 
up) and not grievous and burdenſome ? Matt. xi. 33. 1 Jobn v. 3. 
Query 16. What is the fear God puts into the hearts of the children of 
the new covenant? Is it a fear taught by the precepts of men, or a fear 
ſpringing from the root of life within ? Can any who receive this fear from 
God, and who are preſerved in the ſenſe of it (and in the holy awe and 
reverence which it produceth) depart from the holy, tender, living God and 
Father? Fer. xxxii. 40. HER 
Query 17. What is the law which God writes in the hearts of the children 
of the new covenant? Is it not the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus? 
Is it not the law which the iſles wait for? 7/ai. xli. 5. And do the ifles wait 
for it in vain? Oh! bleſſed be the Lord, by the once diſtreſſed and miſe- 
rable-ones, in this age it hath not been waited for in vain ! 


receive this faith, which God gives to his own children, that are bom of 


Query 18. What is the truth that makes free indeed from the law of fin 
and death? Is it not the truth as it is in Jeſus; the inward truth, 4 
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hath virtue and power in it, to work againſt, and work out that which is 


contrary to truth, and ſo deliver and free the mind from it? For the light, 
which is truth, can expel darkneſs; the life, which is truth, can overcome 
death; yea, the truth, which is living, holy, and rightequs, can overcome 
and ſubdue the unholy and unrighteous nature, and break down the ſtrong- 
holds, and bring every rebellious and captivated thought into captivity and 
ſubjection, Jabn viii. 32. Rom. viii. 1. Epbeſ. iv. 20, 21. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 

Query 19. How doth God cauſe the children of the new covenant to walk 
in his ſtatutes, and to keep his judgments, and do them? Is it not by 
putting his Spirit into them, and by the holy virtue, power, and operation 
thereof in them? Doth not that make them a willing people in the day of 
his power? And doth not that give them to do alſo, and ſtrengthen them 
with might in the inner man? So that not grieving that, or quenching 
that, that is a flame of life in them, and fills their hearts with joy; and the 
joy of the Lord is in their ſtrength, and in this joy and ſtrength they can re- 
joice, and work righteouſneſs, and remember the Lord and his ways, Jai. 
Ixiv. 5. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. | | 1.7 

Query 20. Can any work righteouſneſs, or do righteouſneſs, but he that 
is truly righteous, inwardly righteous, in whom the righteouſneſs of God, 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is revealed from faith to faith? Muſt not the 
tree be good, before the fruit can be good ? Muſt not the heart be changed, 
be made holy and righteous, before it can bring forth that which is holy 
and righteous ? Can any but the plants of God, the plants of righteouſneſs, 
bring forth the fruits o eb e Jai. Ixi. 3. and 1 Jobn, iii. 7. 

Oh! that people, nations, tongues, and languages, could underſtand- 
ingly, ſenſibly, and experimentally, as in God's ſight, with the ſeal of his 
bleſſed Spirit, anſwer every one of theſe things 
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THREE QUERIES more added. 


ery 1. OST thou indeed know the new covenant? Haſt thou in- 

wardly felt the ſpiritual powerful gathering by the mighty 

am and power of the Lord, out of the ſinful nature and ſtate, into it? 

Doſt thou abide with God therein? Art thou daily taught and fed by him 
there? Theſe are very weighty things. Can any man be ſafe or happy 
without experiencing them? Heb. vii. 8. Oc. | 
Query 2. Haſt thou experienced the true hunger and thirſt after the living; 
waters? Haſt thou been called and led to them? Haſt thou eat and drank 
the bread, wine, and milk which thoſe waters yield? Haſt thou been abun- 
dantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of God's houſe, and hath he given thee to · 
drink of the river of his pleaſure.? Hath the Lord opened an n to 


* 
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hear as the learned? And haſt thou inclined thine ear, and come unto him 
who gives life, and received him who is life, and gives life in that inward, 
ſpiritual, living appearance of his in the heart, wherein and whereby he 
gives life? Haſt thou known his appearance inwardly, as of a living ſtone ? 
Haſt thou heard and learned of the Father how to come to him, as to a 
living ſtone ? And haſt thou been new-created and formed a living ſtone by 
him ? And-art thou a living ſtone, built upon him the living ſtone inwardly 
in ſpirit, daily living in him, and daily receiving ſpiritual life and virtue 
from him ? If it be thus with thee, then ſurely thou doſt know and enjoy 
the everlaſting covenant, even the ſure mercies of David, Jai. bv. 1, 2, 3 
Pſal. xxxvi. 8, 9. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. | | 25 
Query 3. Doſt thou ſenſibly and experimentally know how the Spirit of 
the Father begets the child-like life, love, and fear in the heart; and how 
the pure fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, and the living child's 
treaſure? And doſt thou know what the womb is wherein the living child 
is formed? What the Jeruſalem above is, which is the mother of all that 
are truly living? And how Chriſt is formed in all that are begotten, and 
born of, and live in the Spirit? Jai. xxxiii. 6. Gal. iv. 26. John iii. 6. 8. 
10. | | | | 


The CONCLUSION. 


CC NH! how miſerable is he who is deceived about thefe things! Oh! 
() how happy 1s he who hath received the true underſtanding from God, 
which cannot be deceived ; wherein he hath the evidence and demonſtration 
of God's Spirit concerning them, and knoweth the truth as it is in Jeſus; 
ads it is in his life, in his Spirit, in his power, who miniſters after the power 
of an endleſs life, unto all his ſheep, who are returned to the ſhepherd and 
biſhop of the ſoul, who hear his voice and follow him, where-ever he goes 

or leads, who is an eternal Shepherd, and eternal Door of life to his, and 
leads to precious paſtures, and ſweet ſtill ſtreams of life, and is giving the 
ſweet food, reſt, and pure pleaſure of eternal life unto his abundantly; even 
as it is his will, that after their many ſore trials, exerciſes, and travels (and 
faithfulneſs to him therein) they ſhould abundantly poſſeſs and enjoy 1t. 
Glory to the Lord for ever, whoſe kingdom is ſet up in the hearts of 
many, and who already reigns in the hearts of many, and will reign in the 
hearts of more! Oh! that men might hear the ſound of his everlaiting gol- 
pel, and learn to fear him, and give glory to him, and know the hour of 
his judgment come in their own hearts, that by his judgment againſt fin 
and unrighteouſneſs in them, they might come to know and worſhip him; 
and then the worſhip of the dragon and beaſt would ſoon come to an end 
in their hearts; and they would worſhip the begetter of - holineſs, the be- 
getter of life, the king of ſaints, who dwells and rules in thoſe that are his 
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of everlaſting P break down the kingdom of Satan (the Kin | 
s and darkneſs in mens hearts) and exalt the kingdom and 
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Containing ſome Quzrtes on Is AI. L. 10, It. 


bo is among you that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, 
that walketh in darkneſs, and bath no light? It is rendered in another 
tranſlation : And no light ſpineth upon bim (which was Job's caſe in his 
great affliction, as is ſignified by him, chap. xxix. 2, 3.) Let bim truſt in 
the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon bis God. Ver. 10, © © 
Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs about with ſparks, walk in the light 
of your ogvn fire, and in the ſparks ye have kindled, this ye ſhall have of mine 
band: ye ſhall lie down in ſorrow. Veg. 11. * e 07-300] 


ery 1. O TH not the tender and merciful God many times, in the 
| bowels of his love and mercy, bring darkneſs and great diſ- 
treſs upon mens ſpirits, that they might wait for his healing and redemption ? 
Yea, doth not this befall ſome who fear the Lord, and are found in the 
bow reverence and obedience to him? And is it not good that it ſhould 
befall them ? ; HH "of B14 " Of 21 £9if 
Query 2. Should not men, in ſuch a condition of darkneſs and diſtreſs, 
truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay upon him till he cauſe light to 
ariſe out of obſcurity, and comfort them that mourn in Sion; giving them 
beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs ? : TS 2 
Query 3. Are not perſons very prone and liable, in time of darkneſs and 
diſtreſs, inſtead of waiting upon God for his help and falvation, to be 
kindling a fire, and compaſſing themſelves about with ſparks ? | 
Query 4. Are there not ſome who cannot be content without heat and 
warmth in their religion and performances, and yet, inſtead of waiting for 
God's kindling the fire, and his cauſing the ſparks of life to ariſe, kindle a 
= — themſelves, and compaſs themſelves about with ſparks of their own 
indling? ! peg 7121 & Frag 
Query 5. May not men, after they have kindled a fire and ſparks, walk 
in the light thereof? And may not God, in his juſt judgment and ſore dif- 
_ againſt them, leave them to themſelves, and give them up fo 
to do? | n 4-05; FA 
Query 6. What will God do in the end, or what in the end ſhall befall 
—_ _ God, who kindle a fire and ſparks, and haye continued walking 
L. II. | Rr | in 
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God cauſe them at length to lie down in forrow ? Oh that perſons that are 
ſerious in religion, might not thus err, and ſo 3 to give them 
up to walk in the light of the fire and ſparks of their own kindlingg | 
Query 7. When do men kindle a fire and ſparks of their own? Do they 
not firſt forget the God of their ſalvation, - and become unmindful of 


the rock of their ftrength? And do they not then plant pleafant plants, 


and ſet ſtrange flips? (And where do they plant and ſet them?) But 
what will the harveſt be in the day of inheritance, when they come to reap 
and inherit what they have planted and fown ? (For what a man ſoweth, 
that muſt he alſo reap). Will it not be a heap for the fire of God's jea- 
lauſy to take hold on, in the day of their tribulation, anguiſh, and deſperate 
ſorrow of heart? Jai. xvii. 10, iI. e 5 
Query 3. In what light do men build up a wall inwardly, and daub it 
with untempered morter, to fecure themſelves from the wrath to come? Is 
it not in the light of the fire and ſparks of their own kindling ? Will any 
wall or defence built up in the light of this fire ar ſparks ſecure men? Will 
not the wrath of God, in the day thereof, break forth upon all the workers 
of iniquity, whatever their faith or hope be to the contrary ? Will any 
wall defend the ſoul from the overflowing ſtorm of wrath, but the wall of 
God's ſalvation ? And can any enter within that wall, but the righteous na- 
tion that keepeth the truth? Jai. xxvi. 1, 2. The name of the Lord in- 


deed is a ſtrong tower; but can any run into it, and get ſhelter in it, but 


the righteous ? Prov. xviii. 10. 

Query 9. Who is he, who, when he falleth, ſhall ariſe again; and after he 
hath fat in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light unto him ? Is it not he that 
feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that in the time of 


his darkneſs and diſtreſs truſteth in the name of the Lord, and ſtays upon 


his God ? Yea, is it not ſuch an one as is willing to. bear the indignation of 
the Lord, becauſe he hath ſinned againſt him, until he plead his cauſe, 
and execute judgment for him? Will not the Lord bring forth ſuch an 
one to the light, and ſhall not ſuch an one behold his righteouſneſs ? Mic. 

1 | 
Ds 10. When ſhall perſons light ariſe in obſcurity, and their darkneſs 
be as the noon-day ? When ſhall their light break forth as the morning, 
and their health ſpring forth ſpeedily, and their righteouſneſs go before 
them, and the glory of the Lord gather them up? And when ſhall the 
Lord be their continual guide, and fatisfy their foul in droughts, and make 
fat their bones, and make them like a watered garden, and like a fpring of 
water, whoſe waters fail not? Are not theſe promiſes belonging to the goſ- 
| ſtate? And are they not fulfilled in the goſpel ſtate, as people come to 
now and keep the goſpel faſt, and the goſpel ſabbath ? Read 7/az. Ivii. 6. 
ta 
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POSTSCRIPT. 307 
| to the end, and wait on the Lord, to receive underſtanding from him, that 
in Nr mayeſt underſtand. | p 
Oh! 


t men knew the goſpel faſt, and the goſpel ſabbath, with the 
feaſts of unleavened bread, tabernacles, trumpets,..c... A little of the 
knowledge of the myſtery-of the hidden life and power, is of more value, 
and would do their ſouls more good, than heaps of literal knowledge where 
with the world is ſo filled. The knowledge of God and Chriſt in the myſ- 
tery is no leſs than life eternal, in them and to them, who are taught in | 
_ new covenant, or miniſtration of the power of the endleſs life, ſo to 

ow them. 1 | | | 
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EVERLASTING GOSPEL 


Oo F 


Our Lord _ Clad, 


BLESSED EPE CTS Tiereof, teſtified to fim 
— 


By ISAAC PENING TON. 


The darkneſs is paſt, and the true light now ſhineth. 1 JohN ii. 8. 


Ariſe, ſhine ; for thy light is come, * the glory of the Lord ts ri riſen | 

2 thee : for behold, the darkneſs ſhall cover the earth, and groſs 

arkneſs the people ; but the Lor jel ariſe upon thee, and bis glory 
ſhall be ſeen upon thee. Is AI. Ix. 2 


When the Lord ſhall build up Sion, he ſhall appear in his glry 
Ps AT. cii. 16. (indeed he doth fo). 


EVERLASTING GOSPEL 


* 


Our Loxd JESUS CHRIST, 
- AND. THE. 


BLESSED EFFECTS thereof, teſtified to from Experience. 


HE bleſſed gs 5 which the- apoſtles (who were ſent by Chriſt 

| to preach the goſpel) heard of Chriſt, and were to declare to 

| others, was, That God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, 
1 John i. 5. | 15 Ls | ; 

The end of Chriſt's ſending them with this meſſage was, that thereby 

(preaching it in the evidence and demonſtration of God's Spirit) they might 

open mens eyes, and turn them. from darkneſs ts. light, and from the power of 

Satan to Gag, that they might receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance among 

them that are ſanctiſied by faith that is in him, Acts xxvi. 18. 

Now the eye of. the mind being opened, and the mind turned from 
the darkneſs, within to the light within, and from Satan's power to the 
power of God, which is revealed in the light, the ſoul in the light comes 
to ſee (over the darkneſs, and Satan who darkened it) the things of God 
and his kingdom, as they are revealed in the light, which makes them 
manifeſt. | | | ef 4a 

As, Firſt, It ſees him, who is the rock, the holy foundation of God, tlie 
holy foundation of life in the ſoul ; the living ſtone, by. which all the other 
living ſtones are made alive, and they are taught of God to come to him 
as to a living ſtone, and fo are built upon him, and become God's building 
and new creation in him, 1 Pet, ii. 5. 2 Cor. v. 17. And here, in this light. 
none can miſs of the true coming, hearing the voice of the Father, and 
being drawn and taught by him to. come to the Son, Jobn vi. 44, 45. 
| 1: 2 Secondly, 
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the operation of God's power, his ſtate and nature is changed, and he is 


Secondly, Here the true Jev's ſtate, , the ſtate of the inward Jew, and 
the inward circumciſion, and the true worſhip (even the worſhip of the Fa- 
ther in Spirit and truth) is known. For the Jew inward is a child of 3 
begotten in the light, redeemed out of darknels, and dwells and walks 1 
the light, as God is in the light, 1 John i. 7. And the circumciſion is not 
a fleſhly act; but the cutting off of that which is fleſhly from the mind by 
the Spirit and power of Chriſt, And the goſpel worſhip, or the worſhi 
of the Jew inward, is the worſhipping of God in the newneſs of the life 
of his Son. Z f 85 

Thirdly, Here is the true repentance from the dead nature and dead 


works, which no man can attain to of himſelf; but is God's gift through 
his Son, whom God hath appointed to be a prince and a Saviour, to give 


repentance and forgiveneſs of ſins, Acts v. 31. I fay here, that repentance 
is known, waited for, and received. For not to men in the darkneſs, and 


loving the darkneſs, is the true repentance given; but to them that are 


turned to the light, to them is repentance given unto life, As xi. 18. com- 
pared with chap. xxvi. 17, 18. 5 . . 
Fourthly, Here the true faith, the precious gift of faith is received, 


whereby men believe in him who gives life, and receive life from him. And 


this is the faith which gives acceſs to God, and gives victory over the world, 
and that which is contrary to God: the faith which is given in the light 
doth ſo; but the faith which men have in the darkneſs doth not ſo. 

Fifthly, Here the croſs of Chriſt is known, which is an inward, living, 
ſpiritual thing, effectually crucifying that man that takes it up, and dail 


bears it, to all that is earthly and ſinful; and then the pure ſeed and li 


of Chriſt ſprings up in his earth, over the world, and every worldly hing, | 


Gal. vi. 14. 


Sixthly, Here the pure love ſprings in the heart, both to him that be- 


gets, and to him that is begotten. In the light there is nothing but love; 


but in the darkneſs there is no true love to be found; but the very love 
that is found there, is of the nature of enmity. It is the light of truth that 
purifieth the heart to the love unfeigned, 1 Pet. i. 22. Dent. xxx. 6. 
Seventhly, Here the Lamb's patience and meekneſs is experienced, and 
the ſoul adorned with it. The Lamb is the light of the world, and they 
that are made lambs by him, partake of his ſweet and meek nature, 
learning of him to be meek and lowly in heart, and ſo have that patience 
and meekneſs from him which no other can attain to, Matt. xi. 29. | 
Eighthly, In the light the precious promiſes are fulfilled and partook of; 
which make them who partake of them, and in whom they are fulfilled, 
partakers of the divine nature; for the divine nature is not partook of in 
the darkneſs, but in him who is light. Man (who is darkneſs) cannot par- 
take of the promiſes which belong to the children of light ; but when, by 


now 


\ 


— 


teſtified to from Experience. JIT' 
now no more darkneſs, but light in the Lord, then the promiſes which 
were made to the children of light he cometh to have a ſhare in, Eph. v. 8. 
2 Pet. i. 4. 5 3 | | 
Laſtly, In the light the holy anointing is received, the voice of Chriſt 
heard, and the new everlaſting covenant, even the ſure mercies of David, 
made with the ſoul, Jai. lv. 3. The law of the new covenant (even the law 
of the Spirit of life in Chriſt: Jeſus) written in the mind, and the holy fear of 
the new covenant, which cleanſeth and keepeth clean, put in the heart, and 
the bleſſed Spirit of the Father given and received, which gives to thoſe that 
receive it power to become the ſons of God, cauſing them to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his ſtatutes and judgments, and to do them. Oh! 
bleſſed diſpenſation of life and holy power, which the Lord hath cauſed to 
break forth among a deſpiſed people in theſe latter days! Oh] that the ſons 
of men would hear and underſtand this precious loving-kindneſs of the 
Lord, and put their truſt under the ſhadow of his wings, and know what 
it is to be ſatisfied with the fatneſs of his ſpiritual goſpel houſe, and to 
drink of the river of his pleaſures, and in his light to ſee light, P/al. xxxvi. 


757 8, 9. | — — 


This opened in me this morning, in love and compaſſion towards the 
Papiſts. My bowels have often rolled over them, and been pained con- 
cerning them, to ſee how they are cloſed and ſhut up as to the true ſenſe 

and underſtanding of things of this nature. Oh! that they would prize the 
day of their viſitation, that they might hear the ſound of life both from 
others, and alſo in their own hearts, and the ſaving arm of the Lord might 
be inwardly revealed to them, and they effectually redeemed thereby ! _ 
I am no diſdainer of Papiſts, or any fort of Proteſtants, nay, not of Turks 
or Jews; but a mourner becauſe of their ſeyeral miſtakes, and a breather 


* 


to the God of my life for tender mercy towards them all. 


Aſtrop, 13th of the Seventh Month, 1678. | 
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following: 
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ND in this light the true church, the gofpel church, the New Teſta- 
ment church, is known; which is a church of the children of light, 

a building built in the light, which church is in God the Father, and in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Te i. 1. In whom they are built together for 


an habitation of God, through the Spirit, Epbeſ. 11. 22. Tea, in whom all 


the building, fitly framed together, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord, ver. 21. (for the Lord frameth them fitly together into a ſpiritual 
and holy building). And all that are here gathered out of the darkneſs 
into the light, who walk in the light, and abide in the light, are built 
upon the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief corner-ſtone, ver. 20. And are no more ſtrangers and foteigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold of God, ver. 19. 
The goſpel church is the ſpiritual houſe of Jacob, which walk in the 
light of the Lord, Jai. ii. 5. who go up to the mountain of the Lord (to 
that which is revealed to be the mountain of God in the laſt days, even 
ſpiritual Mount Sion, Heb. xii. 22.), to the houſe of the God of Jacob, 
where he teacheth his ſpiritual people, the inward Jews, of his ways, and 


they learn to walk in his paths: for out of this Sion ſhall go forth the law 


of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus (in the days of the goſpel) and the Word 
of the Lord from this Jeruſalem, ver. 2, 3. For Jeruſalem which is above 
is free, which is the mother of all the children which are born of God's 
Spirit, Gal. iv. 26. Jobn iii. 6. And ſhe being the mother of them all, 
nouriſheth them all with the Word of life, which goeth forth from her; 
and all her children know and juſtify her their mother, Matt. xi. 19. Oh! 


that all, both Papiſts and Proteſtants, knew this true mother-church, this 


mother of all the living, of whom none but. the living are born, and 
who nouriſheth all the living, and none elſe, with the law and Word of 
eternal life ! | | | 
And if they knew the true church, the church which is of the true Jews, 
the church of the firſt-born, whoſe names are written in heaven, and did live 


and walk in the light of the Lamb, and follow the leader, the Shepherd of 


Iſrael, and faithful biſhop of the ſoul, who overſeeth and taketh care of 
the ſoul, they would learn, and come to know and experience theſe things 

Firſt, The dwelling-places of Mount Sion, and her aſſemblies, and God's 
creating upon every of them a cloud and ſmoak by day, and the ſhining of a 
| EE | flaming 


wy 


the Father's kingdom. 

Fourthly, They ſhall infallibly know here, in this light which ſhines 
on God's holy mountain, the deſtroying or ſwallowing up of the face 
of the covering caſt over all people, and the veil ſpread over all nations, 
Jai. xxv. 7. For the veil is caſt over and ſpread in the darkneſs; but 
is done away and ſwallowed up in Chriſt the light: for the veil is done 
away in him, 2 Cor. iii. 14. And all that are in Chriſt, in his Spirit, in 
the light and liberty thereof, behold as in a glaſs the-glory of the Lord, 
and are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, by the Spirit 
of the Lord, ver. 17, 18. 

Laſtly, Here the king of righteouſneſs's highway is known, eveh the 
way of holineſs, which the unclean cannot paſs over; but the ſanctified 
in the light do walk in; and the wayfaring men here, though fools, 
do not err in, Jai. xxxv. 8, For they that are taught of God in 
the new covenant, and follow the leading of his bleſſed Spirit, do not 
. „ 

Ohl that the true church were known, which is now come and 
coming, out of the wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved, who led and 

Vol. II. | Sſ leads 
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[|| leads her out thence, into her own land of life and lory, where her light 
17 ſhines, and ſhe ariſeth and ſtandeth upon her feet before the Lord, and 


. the glory of the Lord ſhines upon her, and covers her! Happy is the 


' | eye that ſeeth this, and the foul that hath a ſhare in it! 
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RUINS of te APOSTASY: 


OR, 


Several Things opened fro n the 871 KIT of TRurn, 


touching the Way of Life and Salvation; 


3 


WHICH WILL 


Reach to the Witneſs in the Hearts of thoſe whoſe Spirits are 
8 and whoſe Ears and Underſtandings are opened by 
the Spirit and Power of the Logp. ; wo. 220 
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Written in a deep Senſe, and tender Love, 
By ISAAC PENING TON. 


Ariſe, ſhine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. 
For behold, the darkneſs ſhall cover the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people ; 
but the Lord fhall ariſe upon thee, and his glory ſhall be ſeen upon thee. And 


the Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and the kings to the brightneſs of thy 
riſing. Is Al. Ix. 1, 2, 3. | 


Al. i. 5, 


O houſe of Jacob]! come ye, and- let us walk in the light of the Lord, 


CO 0 OA GREW” I 
H! how excellent and 10 e name of the Lord, in this our 
day, among his people, whom he hath gathered out of the worldly 
ſpirit unto himſelf, and whom he mightily defendeth in that wherein he 
hath- gathered them! Inſomuch as it may now be ſaid inwardly, as it was 
of old outwardly, Ps AL. Ixxvi. © In Judah is God known; his name is. 
great in Iſrael. In Salem alſo is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-plac: 
in Sion. There brake he the arrows of the bow, the ſhicld, and the 
« ſword, and the battle, Selah.” Oh! what mighty things hath the Lord 
God.done in and for the ſpirits of his people ! How hath he ſcattered the 
_ darkneſs from about them, broke the chains which held them in captivity ! 
How hath he riſen up againſt all the enemies of their ſouls, diſcovered. 
their ſnares, ſnapped in ſunder the weapons of war, which the ſpirit of 
darkneſs hath formed and lifted up againſt them And how hath ho pre- 
ſerved them in life, in peace, in purity, in holineſs, in his power and domi- 
nion (over that ſpirit and the devices thereof) to this very day! He lives and 
reigns in power over all; and becauſe he lives, we live alſo ; and becauſe 

he reigns, thoſe that are in his life and Spirit partake of his holy reign and. 
dominion (over fin, hell, death, and the powers of darkneſs) with him. 
Lo! this is our God; this is he whom we have ſought after, and waited 
for; and now his power is made manifeſt, now his righteouſneſs and ſal- 
vation is revealed, how can our ſouls but be glad and rejoice therein! Yea, 
how can we conceal the good tidings of the day of our God, and of the 
goſpel of his ſalvation, which hath ariſen and broke in upon us! How can 
we but deſire to awaken the minds of men out of their ſleep, and call upon 
them to ſhake off the drowſineſs and blackneſs of the night, and to lift 
up their eyes towards the hill and mountain of God's holineſs, that they 
alſo may behold the beauty of his day in others, and wait. for the ſpringing. 

of his life and glory in themſelves 

Now there is ſomewhat revealed of God, of his own nature, power, and 
Spirit, wherein we have met with him. To this we invite, of this we 
ſpeak, concerning this we teſtify, as being that which the Father will ho- 
nour, and wherein he hath and will appear. It is a poor, weak, low thing 
to conlider of, or behold with the eye and underſtanding of man; bur there 
is 


PREPARE. ecexyil 
z the riches, the glory, the life, the righteouſneſs, the peace, the joy, the 


are a of the King dom in it; and to ther chat recei 
2 N. 822 


1 1 i 
F al de the wiſe batlde wer true An e md power? it 18 jedted at 
this day, as it . was of old; but to us who are called frog , taught 


by him, who have received any andmg from him, &c. we Know the 
value of that which 2 im him, being inſtructed by him not to 


judge according to the, appear he nigheeous judgment; 
and the righteous jud; nent k, in „ e the 0 r=. we find 
elect and precious, even the foundation-ſtone, 


this little deſpiſed light to- KA 
che corner-ſtone, and the top-ſtone of the building of God. And this we 


teſtify to men in true love, and from certain knowledge and experience 


_ we have wee ed: from him that is true, and bold in fo that i is 


aw qhis!procho us peut (of lich we ee)) lies hid deep within ; and 


thither muſt men . to know it, to purchaſe 1 it, to poſſeſs it; and chither 
it is the deſire of our hearts to bring men. Nor do we open the things of 


God before men to this en, that they might get a knowledge thereof into 
| their brains, and feed we . but thro tender love we” ring theſe 


and beauty 
e og! — after 0 — 5 thither, 


a [he tore dwell not in the notion, delight not in 
the _— e of che — itſelf 2 — the knowledg be ever 


5 to bring thee to the Father, And ſingly for 
this end have I been ranks write what follows, in ſervice to the Lord, 
in faithfulneſs to him, in Fax love to the fouls of men, eſpecially of thoſe 
who have formerly been # gyellers, and have felt ſomewhat of the Lord, 
and yet retain deſires age ;breathings i in their hearts after him. Oh! that 
the Lord would touch eit ſpirits, diſcover to them the way ever 

and lead them therein 0 that which their ſouls darkly deſire and ſee] 
after; to which there is- ho- -other way than that which hath been from the: 
beginning, only there have been. various diſcoveries and manifeſtations of 
the one way | But what greater diſcovery can there be than of the thing or 
ſeed itſelf, which the Lord hath been. pleaſed to make manifeſt in this daß 
of his glorious mercy, ve, and power, whereof he hath raiſed up many 
witneſſes, whom he bath enabled (by his Spirit and power) to give 2 
bving, clear, certain teſtimony to? Happy is the ear that hears! for that 


INES . and meſlengers arc known to be.. 


4 


| | 


— is — . - 
ern oi 1 A — 2 — ” 1222 
2 1 — * 


yo 


— — —— 


— — — 
— — — 


— 


— — 


4 1 . 
| is | : „ | : 5 bk . ; 
| WP * q — * > - A : i & 
7 x — ) . 3 3 ; B's 12% g 550 N 
2 was . 2 : Re 1 * 
; 1 . Seh * A 
} x : T5 . > FAS © m/s Bur FR. OR ; : 35 
. | * wd . - 1 * 7 : 


_ * ** a. Y * * as a 


 A'FURTHER: 


4 5 4 2 1 a 


Some QUER I E 8 concerning Cur1s 7's Righteouſneſs, how 
it juſtifieth. Whether as inwardly revealed and dwelling in the 
Heart, or only as imputed, or both.” 2775 HS 


4 


God? Is not he made of God unto us righteouſneſs, and are 
i not we made the righteouſnefs of God in him? How is this 
done ? Is it not by being ingrafted into him, covered with him? Is this a 
meer imputation ? or is it not rather a bringing the ſoul into the thing itſelf, 
and a drawing his nature, life, and Spirit over the ſoul, which was and is 
always righteous in itſelf, and ſo accounted with God? And he that is found 


in him, cloathed with him, emptied of himſelf, and filled with him, is he 


not really righteous in the ſight of God:? | 4 

Query 2. Fs not the principle of life, which is from Chriſt, of the ſame 
nature with Chriſt ? is not it alſo holy and righteous ? yea, is not Chriſt the 
fullneſs in it? And he that receiveth this principle, doth he not receive 


life, receive Chriſt, receive righteouſneſs ? Can the righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
be ſeparated from the ſeed of his life, nature, and Spirit? Can a man deny 


himſelf, go out of himſelf, give up to that, and be found in that, and not 
found in the righteouſneſs ? or can a man come to righteouſneſs by imputa- 
tion without that? | | | 


Query 3. This principle or ſeed of life being from Chriſt, of Chriſt, and 


one with Chriſt in nature, though not of the ſame ſtature and fullneſs, yet 
hath it not the property and virtue of all that is of Chriſt in it? Do not all 


the -promiſes belong to this ſeed, and go along with this ſeed ? Doth not 
all that is good in man ſpring up from this ſeed ? He that receives this, 


doth he not receive that which is righteous, and which makes him righ- 
teous, ſo far as he is of it, and in it? yea, the ſacrifice of Chriſt in the fleſh, 


the virtue thereof, the forgiveneſs of the Father for the ſake of his Son ; 
doth it not go along with this? and is it not accepted for that man who 
| is 


—— IS > — — — — eta. 


Query 1. | $ not Chriſt the righteouſneſs and juſtification of the ſoul with 


. A further Teftimony 70 Truth. : 319 
3 ; found here, and his i — — s (which he committed formerly) freely for- 
given him for his nat e? Yea, are nbt his fins rrward. d blotted 
out upon the ſame terms, he returning to this, abiding in this, and being 
found in this, and wherein the remiſſion, of ſin, and the power agalnſt fin, 
is alone to be felt and received for ever? So here is the | impuration in its 
| right place, and the right uſe. and pleading of the ſacrifice of the Son, 
which here (in this its proper. place, and in this ſtate) prevails with God, 
and not otherwiſe, For the kingdom, the righteouſneſs, the peace, the j joy, 
the power thereof, Sc. is placed by God in this ſeed, which is as a grain 
of muſtard ſeed: and he that ever ends it, muſt ſo find it 3. and he that ever 
joins to it, muſt ſo) Join to it; and he N ever receiveth it aright, muſt fo, 
receive it. 

Query 4. Is not he chat i is bern of God, new 3 in Chriſt Jeſus ?. and | 
is not the new creature and new creation righteous in the ſight of God? 
When Adam was created at firſt, he was created in God's image; and: was 
not that image righteous, and he righteous in that image? And when man 
is regeneraied, renewed, brought again into the 1 image, is not the 1 ig 

again holy and righteous, and he in the image? 

Query 5, Is not faith the gift of God ? And is it not holy, ſpiritual, and 
righteous in its own nature, and in the creature to whom it is given ? 
And being given to the creature, is it not owned by God. as ſuch, and fo 
juſtified in the creature ? Is nat the faith which is 4 God, as righteous as 
the unbelief from the root of bitterneſs is unrighteous ? And doth not God 
own and juſtify that as righteous, as well as condemn and. reject the other | 
as unrighteous ? 

Query 6. Is not the obedience os the ſoul in Chriſt, and from the prin- 
ciple of his life in the ſoul, and through his Spirit, righteous ? nay, as righ- 
teous and juſtifiable in the ſight of God, as the diſobedience of the firſt 
nature is unrighteous ? 

Query 7.. Are not all the works which are wrought in God, righteous ? 
and doth not. he that doth truth, bring them to the light, that it may 
be made manifeſt that they are wrought in God ( Jobn iii. 2 1.) Now there 
is no condemnation, but juſtification, to the deeds that are wrought in 
God; as there is no juſtification, but condemnation, to the works that are 
wrought out of him. 

So that here now he that is indeed. of God, he that is new created in 
| Chriſt Jeſus, he knows the Father and fountain of righteouſneſs, the Son of 

righteouſneſs, the righteous ſeed, the righteous fairh and obedience of the, 
ſeed, and the works which are wrought by the power and in the _— which: 
| being ee dathe t true Uchte, are e N by; ir. | 
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way, profeſſion or practice, make a church. The chu 


know the church, gives to know the miniſters thereof; for they alſo are 
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HERE is a great noiſe in the world about church and miniſtry, 
1 Many are affirming which is it, and many are doubtful and en- 


quiring about it; and many are truly and groundedly ſatisfled, having re- 
m 


ceived the knowledge of the thi God, who is not deceived about 


it, nor deceiveth any, but giveth the true underſtanding of theſe and 
other things, to them that wait upon him aright; to wit, in his fear, and 
in the ſilence of the fleſhly wiſe part before him. Now I have a teſtimony 
to give concerning theſe things, which that ear which is of God can hear, 
and to that I deſire to ſpeak. | | 


That is the church which is the ſpiritual body of Chriſt. The church 


is Chriſt's: ſpouſe, he the huſband. The head is living, and fo are all the 


members of the body. The head is anointed, and the oil wherewith the 
head is anointed, runs down from the head upon all the body; and that 
upon which the oil runs not, is none of the body. Now no outward thing 
can make one a member of this body; much leſs can as outward thing, 
under the law 
was made fo by outward things, by an outward gathering, an outward cir- 
cumciſion, an outward law, an outward worſhip, c. but the goſpel is a 
ſtate of ſubſtance, a ſtate of the inviſible things, of perſons inviſibly ga- 
thered by the Spirit into the life and power of God, inwardly circumciſed, 
inwardly baptiſed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, inwardly worſhipping 
in Spirit and truth, bowing at every ſound and name of the Lord Jeſus : 
and what is of an outward ſtate here, is brought forth and preſerved by the 
power of the inward appearing, and dwelling in it. So that this is the 
church now: a people gathered by the life and Spirit of the Lord; a people 
gathered by the power from on high, abiding in the power, acting in the 


power, worſhipping in the power, keeping in the holy order and govern- 


ment of life (both inwardly in their own hearts, and outwardly in their aſ- 
ſemblings and walkings) by the power. Chriſt was made a king, prieſt, and 
prophet, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power 
of an endleſs life; and in this power he gathers, governs, and preſerves his 
church, and miniſtereth from, and by, his Spirit and power in it. Now find 


this power of · the endleſs life, find a people any-where gathered by this 


power, and in this power; there is the church, there is the living 5 
there is Chriſt the head, whoſe dominion and ſtrength is over all, againſt 
whom the gates of hell cannot prevail. 

And ſo for the miniſters of this church. The ſame thing that gives to 


of 


g the true Church and Miniftry. . 321 


of God, called by him, receiving power from him, and abiding and mini- 
ſtering in that power. So that there are three things requiſite to a true 
_ miniſtry, without which they cannot be right, or execute their office" rightly. 
1. They muſs be called by God. The miniſtry under the law, this was their 
warrant; they were called and appointed of God thereunto, Chriſt him- 
ſelf took not the honour to himſelf, but he was called of God to this prieſt- 
hood, as Aaron to his. So the apoſtles and miniſters, in the firſt publica- 
tion of the goſpel, were called and appointed by Chriſt. And when the 
everlaſting goſpel is again to be-preached, God ſends his angel with it, as 
Rev. iv. 6 5 | | | 0 


. They muſt receive ability and power from God. The elders that were to 
help Moſes, were to receive of his ſpirit. Under the law, the prieſts were 
to be anointed with the outward literal oil, and the miniſters of the goſpel 


are to be anointed with the inward ſpiritual oil. Their work is ſpiritual ; 


and how can they perform it, but by the anointing, by that preſence, 
idance, life, virtue, and power of the Spirit, putting itſelf forth in them ? 
he apoſtles themſelves, who had been taught by Chriſt, who knew his 
converſation and doctrine, who were eye-witneſſes of what they were to 
publiſh, and had received an authority and commiſſion from him, yet were 
not to go forth meerly upon this call and commiſſion, but to wait for power 
from on high; and when they had received the Spirit and power, then they 
were made able miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of the letter, but of the 
Spirit and power. . * | 
3 . They muſt abide in the power, keep in the power, feel the motion, virtue, 
and aſſiſtance of the power, in all their work.and ſervice. They muſt neither 
pull down, nor build up, nor watch over, or overſee the flock in their own 
wiſdom, in their own ſpirit, in their own wills; but in the anointing, in the 
light and guidance of the Lord. This gathering, this building, this work 
of the Lord begins out of fleſh, out of man; and fleſh muſt be kept out of 
the whole carrying on of it. | 2 | 
And indeed unleſs the miniſters of the goſpel be in the Spirit, in the life, 
in the power, how can they miniſter to the nature, to the ſpirit, to the life 
in the body ? yea, ſo much as to the leaſt member in the body ? They may 
miniſter outward knowledge to the man's wiſdom, to the man's underſtand- 
ing; but that is not the food that is to be miniſtered to the church, nor is 
that part in man to be fed by the true miniſter. But they are to miniſter 
life (living food) from. the living fountain, from the head, from the Spirit 
of Chriſt in them, to the particular members under their charge; and fo are 
to be good ſtewards and ſhepherds to the flock, giving every one their 


proper portion in due ſeaſon. 

It was no ſmall matter to be a miniſter under the law. It was eaſy to err, 
and miniſter amiſs then. It was eaſy erring from the letter, unleſs great care 
and circumſpection was uſed to keep ſtrictly to it. OR 
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322 As Objefim concerning the Newneſs of 


But it is a much more weighty thing to miniſter under the goſpel, to re- 
ceive the power, to miniſter in the power, to chat which is begotten and 


born of the power. And this is precious, and (without controverſy) of 


God, wherever it is found. But they only that are of God, can hear and 


receive this miniſtry, (as 1 Jobn iv. 6.) The uncireumeiſed ear cannot hear 
here, nor the wiſe and knowing according to the fleſh. The wiſdom of God 
is fooliſhneſs to him, and the myſteries of his * — (che myſtery of his 
life, and the true · godlineſs) are riddles, and direct madneſs to the eye of 
his wiſdom : ſo far is man degenerated from God, and bound down with 
chains of darkneſs and corruption. And ke that would know the true 
church, or be of it, and hear the voice of God in his true miniſtry, muſt 
firſt take up the croſs to that part in him which is not of God, and receive 
from God the eye which ſees, and the ear which hears. STS e 
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An OBJECTI ON concerning, the Newned of the | 
Way of Turn, anſwered: With a tender expoſtu- 
lating EXhHORTATION. Cs 


Object. J T is objefed againſt us, that this which we teſtify to, hold forth, 


and practiſe, is a new way, ſprung up of late, never known nor heard 

of in the world till ſome few years ago. | 
Anſw. The light eternal, when it ſhineth out of the darkneſs, after the 
great apoſtaſy from the Spirit and life of the apoſtles, is new indeed to 
thoſe that were overwhelmed and buried in the darkneſs of the night, and 
ſo never ſaw or heard of it before; but it is not new in itſelf, but the ſame 
that it was from the beginning. This ſeed of life, this ſeed of bleſſing, is 


the ſame that was promiſed at firſt to bruiſe the ſerpent's head. The tame 


which was promiſed to Abraham, when the goſpel was preached to him. 
The ſame that ſaved all (that believed in it) under the law; for it was not 


the „ . and ſhadows, and outward ordinances, which ſaved the ſoul 


then, but the ſeed, who was the Saviour from the beginning, and is the 
Saviour all along, even to the end: and it was the ſame which was the 
8 peil in the days of the apoſtles. They preached the ſeed alſo, the word 
of faith; Chriſt the way, Chriſt the power. Yea, all along the times of the 
apoſtaſy, this was the thing that preſerved the witneſſes, Eivin them from 
being ſwallowed up in the darkneſs, and keeping them alive in their teſti- 


mony. And there is no other thing held forth now by thoſe who are in 


the truth, and raiſed up by the power of God in it to give teſtimony to it. 

This is it from whence life hath ſprung in any that have felt life, in all 

ages and generations. This is the root and offspring of David, the bright 2 
5 


. he: Hay of Truth, anſwered,”  ' 323 
the warning Rar. This is the. deſire of all nations (Oh I tliat they knew their 
deſire) and their ſaving health: we, without which they can never be healed ! 
And O ye l who ever felt any thing of God at any time, which was true, 
either 3 or hearing a miniſtry, or in private breath» 
ings, Cc. this was it which gave you to feel in that ſtate, to deſire after 
the Lord, to turn from vanity, to long for communion with: him, Sc. 
Oh! that ye were ſo far in it nom as ye Have been in times paſt l For there 
is no other thing we teſtify to you of (or deſire to draw you to) than that 
which was the root and ſtrength of your life in thoſe days. I temember 
that time very well, and what L was and felt among you, nor can I deny it 
at this day, but knew that it was of the Lord; yea, my ſoul bleſſeth his 
name in the remembrance of it: but he that ſticks in the letter of that 
(having: loſt the life thereof) is in a dead ſtate before the Lord; and in that 
dead ſtate hath not the true ſenſe and feeling, and then muſt needs err and 
. miſtake concerning the truth, and (in that error) make uſe of his wiſdom 
and knowledge to reſiſt and oppoſe it. And this brings more death and 
darkneſs upon the foul; inſomuch as the very light there becomes darkneſs, 
and the very life dead; and if they could truly lodk inwards, they would 
ſee that they are not now there, what once they were, nor their duties or 
ordinances (as they account them) ſuch; but a blaſting and withering is 
come upon them, from the Spirit and power of the Lord, and they have 
loſt their beauty and freſhneſs, to all that with a true eye behold hem. 
Therefore come back to the life; know that which formerly gave you life. 
Is it removed ? ſtick not behind, but follow on. Oh! know the Lamb, who 
1s the leader! And this is the great duty of duties to follow him whither- 
ſoever he goes. He may in his tender mercy viſit in Egypt, in Sodom, in 
Babylon: but theſe are not the places of his reſt, nor ſo to be eſteemed, be- 
cauſe he once appeared, viſited, touched, refreſhed the ſoul there. But his 
dwelling-place is Sion, his holy city is Jeruſalem where the Chriſtiansdwelt 
with him before the apoſtaſy, and where thoſe that are redeemed out of the 
apoſtaſy, are again to dwell. For the darkneſs of the night is not to di- 
miniſh or take away any of the beauty or brightneſs of the day for ever; 
but the brightneſs and beauty of the day, in its rifing and glorious growth 
is to overcome, and ſwallow it up. Therefore loſe no more time in diſ- 
putings, in thoughts, in reaſonings, in conſultings, with that which” will 
never adviſe the ſoul for its: good};. but wait on: the Lord; that ye may 
come (through his leadings) to the true ſenſe of his ſeed, to the feeling of 
the nature of his eternal light and life in the heart; and that will put an 
end to diſputes; yea, ſcatter the diſputing mind, and powerfully determine 
the controverſy in the pure ſenſe and demonſtration of the Spirit. And he 
that knoweth any thing of this, let him abide here, wait here, live Rete, 
dwell: here, and breathe to the Father here, watching narrowly over tllat 
which would lead from hence, and draw the mind into another way, wildom, 
and ſpirit, And thus, O poor foul! if the Lord touch thine heart, and 
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324 A Caution to tboſe who are at any Time 
| ad; whom none can parallel, whom nothi A is like to for excellency 
of nature, nor is: there any can do for the ſoul as he] It is felt, it is expe- 
rienced, it is teſtified unto you in the love, and in the: truth: oh! that ye 
could hear! They are not the words of the letter, nor the obſervation of all 
that is in the letter, that can give life; but his voice gives life. The words 
that he ſpeaks (at any time) are Spirit and life; and if he ſpeak them not; 
but letter. So this is it we live upon; not the bread which we can make; 
not the things. we can gather or comprehend from the letter; but che words 
which proceed from the mouth of God. Now. this ſeed is his mouth, in and 
through which he ſpeaks to our fouls, who fear before him, and waitia 
him, in his own eternal and everlaſting ordinance, at the door and poſts of 
the everlaſting wiſdom. And here we meet with all in ſubſtance, in life; in 
reſhneſs, in purity, in power, that ever we met with of God; and we meet 
with ſomewhat more alſo than we formerly met with. And this teſtimony. 
is given forth to you in the love of God, from his tender: bowels, which 
know your preſent ſtate, your wants, your wanderings, your, deep: pre- 
judices and ſettled hardneſs againſt his truth; yet he remembers the days 
of your youth, and cannot give over ſeeking after you, and crying unto 
you, Ob ! when will ye turn, when will ye hear, when will. ye wait to feel lifa 
in the Spirit, and not increaſe death in you from the letter! 2 


—_ 


5 


err 


TO THOSE 


Who are at any Time touched with the Power of TxUrRH; 
how they afterwards hearken to and let in the Enemy, 
and ſo thereby have the good Seed ſtolen away, the 

true Senſe loſt, and the Mind filled with Prejudices and 
Stumbling-blocks inſtead thereof. | 


HE Truth of God being received into the inward parts, is found 
| to be of a living powerful nature, working mightily there for the 
cleanſing and redeeming of the hearts. Yea, this is certainly witneſſed, that 

| 25 
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truth of God, is by its power and virtue purifi eee. 
No having felt this; and being filled with the love and good will of God 
to the ſouls of others, how can we: but teſtify it to others, who ſtand in 
need of God's truth (and its cleanſing property and virtue) as well as we;' 
eſpecially being thereunto moved and drawni by the Spirit of the Lordꝰ 
Nov when the Lord gteth forth the ſound in its power and life, it many 
times pierceth deeply through the earthly vil, and reacheth to its .] n 
which (being reached to) anſwers e it is Truth. So 
here is a beginning of the work of God in that heart, the ſoul being touched 
with his truth, feeling it inwardly, and yielding in ſome meaſure to the 

overcoming virtue and power of itt. 
But then comes the ſubtil one, whoſe deſign and labour is to undermine 
and. overturn the work of God in the ſoul; and he begets doubts, and jea· 
louſies, and queſtionings, both concerning us, and concerning the doctrine 
taught by us, to ſuggeſt into the mind, as if it were not (nor indeed could 
be) of God: and ſo bringing the diſpute and determination into another 
part than where truth got entrance, he eaſily ſways the mind to determine 
againſt its own former feeling, and to turn from that work which was begun 
to be wrought in it by God, and from the worker. alſo. And, thus many 
poor hearts are entangled and carried back into captivity, who began to feel 
the ſtirrings of truth in their hearts (wherein is the power of redemption) 
which. would have redeemed them as well as others, had they received it in 
the love of it, and became ſubject to it. 2 881 
Ohl it is a precious thing to receive from God a ſpirit of diſcerning, which 
gives ability to diſcern his Spirit from the ſpirit of deceit ! yea, it is impoſſible: 
to be preſerved in the right Spirit and way, but as this is felt. For how can 
the Lord be received in all the motions and operations of his Spirit? or how 
can the contrary ſpirit be turned from in all. its ſubtil devices, twiſtings, and 
reaſonings in the mind, unleſs there be a diſcerning (in the true light of the 
Lord) what is of the one and what of the other? A 
And ye that would not be deceived, ſink deep beneath the thoughts, 
reaſonings, and conſultations of the earthly mind, that ye may meet with 
ſomewhat of the kingdom and power (which carries its own evidence and 
demonſtration with it) and may be gathered into it, and find a ſenſe, 
knowledge, and judgment there, which never was deceived nor can deceive. 
Know the elect of God, which the deceits paſs over and cannot reach; 
for its nature and birth is beyond them. It came from the light of the 
Father. It lives in the light of the Father. It ſees in that light; yea, there 
its judgment and underſtanding is, where deceit never had power to enter. 
But he that conſiders as a man, ſees as a man, judges as a man, con- 
cerning the things of God, by what he can gather out of the ſeriptures, or 
conclude from his own ſenſe, knowledge, and experience, he may eaſily err; 
yea, indeed, he is in the way of error in ſo doing. For the pure religion, the 
| "> une 
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re 
tions 


_ reſtoration: by Chriſt, - and very exactly, according to a lteral-defeription ; 
but the life, the true knowledge, the powerful virtue is another thing, and 


itz) wait for the demonſtrations of his Spirit; learn to diſtinguiſh. inward] 


pare knowledge, the right judgment, the living faith, begins in the power 
mon of he Spirit; and theſe: are its limits, out of :flicſh, unn 
af man, out of his. will, out of his wiſdom, the compaſß of his 
comprehenſion. And he that paſſeth not theſe bounds, never meets with 
the life, power, and virtue af truth, He may meet with a body of no- 
tions and formed knowledge, wherein he may tell of the fall oß man, and 


is met with in another country, whither man cannot travel, but as he is 
ſtripped of himſelf, and new formed, made and brought forth in another. 

Ohl therefore, ye that deſire after the Lord (that would be his, chat 
would feel him yours, that would know his truth in the life and power of 
between his teachings from his Spirit, and the teachings of another * 
from the letter. For it is ſo indeed: that other ſpirit would have taught 
Chriſt ſo; and he will teach any elſe ſo, that will hearken to him. Now 


he that is taught ſo, and follows ſuch teachings, wanders from God, is not 


accepted with him, but follows that which leads from him, under a pretence 
and appearance of leading to him. And here hardneſs and deadneſs grow 
and increaſe, the ſoul being turned from that which is living, and alone 
able to give life. : | 2 

Queſt. But how may I do, who. am weak and full of doubts and fears, to 
keep in the - ſenſe. of truth, and to come to à certainty that I am not deceived 
therein ? N 4 

Anſw. To thee, who putteſt this queſtion in the uprightneſs and ſimpli- 
city of thy heart, I have ſomewhat to ſay. | | 

I. Mind bow thou waſt touched, mind how thou waſt reached, obſerve 
what ear was opened in thee, and breathe to the Lord to keep that ear open 
in thee, and the other ſhut. For this I can aſſure thee in the truth of God, 
that with that ear which the Lord opened to truth (which thou felteſt his 
Spirit unlocking in thee, and letting in truth by) I ſay, with that ear thou 
ſhalt never be able to let in any thing afterwards contrary to truth. But if 
the enemy can open the other ear, that will hear his prejudices, his jealou- 
ſies, his doubts, his fears, his temptations, and let them in, to thruſt out 
that which entered at the other ear. Now canſt thou not diſtinguiſh, O 
poor ſoul (a little to help thee) between that which brought ſome ſenſe of 
truth into thee, and that which riſeth in thee againſt truth? Oh! fear be- 
fore the Lord! oh! watch, and pray, that when the tempter comes, thou 
enter not with him into the temptation, and ſo loſe thy union and growth 
in that which is invaluable. . | 

2. Keep thine eye and heart upon the preciouſneſs of what thou felteſt. 


Oh! remember, how freſh, how warm, how living it was; how it reached, 


how it overcame, how it melted. The remembrance of this (cleaved to in the 


mind 


mind) will be a ſtrength againſt the temptations and ſubtil devices of the 
ney yt ws 1 1 MUG ala ile zii Doll M gf de welt of 
3. Aeaddle not with the-things that the enemy caſis into thy mind. ; Conſider 


not whether they be ſo or no. He. that, conſiders of a temptation (in man 


caſes) hath let it in and is overcome already. When Eve did but hearken 


to what the Serpent ſaid, how ſoon was ſhe loſt and gone? The enemy 


many times brings temptations beyond the ſtate, dapacity and ability of the 
ſoul, to determine. Theſe things, at preſent, are too high for thee. Thou 
haſt not yet received a 5 of life from God to determine them by; 
and if thou run beyond thy meaſure, and determine things in thy mind, 
which as yet are beyond thy reach, thou muſt needs run into the ſnare. 

4. The. preſent. determining of theſe things, would not be of ſo great advan- 
tage to Yhee, as thou mayeſt apprehend. Why ſo? Becauſe the enemy hath 


many temptations and devices of the ſame kind (as well as of other kinds) 


which he would bring one after another. And when he brings a ſecond, a 
third, &c. that which engaged thee to confider of the firſt, would 


thee. alſo to conſider of the reſt. And if thou couldeſt find one anſwered, 


and not the other, that would appear to thee as ſo much the more weighty, 
and thou wouldft hardly be able to eſcape conſenting to the tempter therein. 
Therefore the way is to keep out of him, in the upright ſenſe of what the 
Lord wrought in thee; for ſo far he is with thee, and abiding there, thou 


art out of the enemy's reach. But being drawn by the enemy to conſider - 


of things that are out of thy reach, thou therein layeſt thyſelf open to his 
ſnares and betrayings. , t 
5. Mind what was forbidden thee, or required of thee in that time, when 
thou felteſt the warmth from God. For there is then an heavenly voice, and 
an heavenly viſion moſt commonly in the heart, though the enemy turns the 
mind, as much as may be, from heeding it. There is then oftentimes 
ſomewhat of the worldly nature and courſe diſcovered, or ſomewhat of 
God's will made manifeſt ; ſomewhat that thou doſt (or haſt done) which 
then thou ſeeſt to be not of the Father, but of the world ; and ſomewhat 
perhaps of the Father, which thou knoweſt thou oughteſt to become ſub- 
ject to, but thou art afraid of the croſs, or ſhame, or wouldſt fain have 
ſome more clearneſs firſt. Oh! call this to mind afterwards; and if ever 
thou wouldft receive life, and come into union with God's truth, and re- 
ceive his Spirit and power, and be eſtabliſhed therein; become obedient to 
the heavenly viſion! Conſult not with fleſh and blood, but enter into the 
obedience of that very thing, which was forbid or required, be it little or 
much. This is the right way, this is that thy mind ſhould be exerciſed in. 
And if thy mind be exerciſed faithfully here, the Lord will ſtrengthen 
' thee againſt the tempter, when he comes with his temptations and. fubtil 


objections. But if thou falter here, and become unfaithful in the little, 
thou art not like to meet with more, no nor with the preſervation of the 
Lord in that little. And indeed this is the cauſe. of the miſcarriage of 


many, 
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many; becauſe they received not that little which was made manifeſt, in 


the love of it; but had pleaſure in the unrighteouſneſs, and fo lingered in 


pleaſing the ſpirit of the world, both in"themſelves, and others, when they 
were called by the Lord to quit it and travel out-of it. 
6. Wait for the renewings of life and ſenſe in thee from God ; wait for an- 
other viſit, wait for another touch and demonſtration of his Spirit. Where 
didſt thou meet with it? Go thither again, wait there again, and look up to 
the Lord to ſtay thy ſpirit till he appear again. AA 
But, oh! take heed, that before the light ariſe again, before the life ſtir 
again, thou be not gone (by hearkening to temptations) into an incapacity 
of knowing or receiving it. For this is the way of the Lord, the experi- 


enced way: after him (after the touches of his truth) comes the tempter 


with his reaſonings, deceits, likeneſſes, Sc. Now the Lord is trying thee, 


how thy heart will ſtick to him: and if thou come off from the temptation, 


if thou ſtand clear of the enemy, the Lord will appear to thee again; 
ſtrengthen thee, comfort thee, open more to thee, lead thee further in the 
way of-life, and nearer to the power and purity thereof : but if thou draw 
back from that, wherein the Lord began to work, the Lord's ſoul hath no 
pleaſure to appear any further to thee, or work any further in thee. 

And one thing I will tell thee. If thou let not in the enemy's tempta- 


tions, but abide (under the clouds, under the ſtorms, under the tempeſts, 


under the confuſed reaſonings, fears, doubts, and troubles) looking to- 
wards the Lord, waiting for , ©: and.not making a league with the ene- 
my againſt him in the mean time, the Lord will certainly appear ; and when 
he doth appear, thou ſhalt find one of theſe two effects. 

Either the power of the enemy's objections, or temptations, will be fo 
broken, as thou ſhalt not then heed them; or they will be ſo anſwered by 
the appearance and light of the Spirit of the Lord, as thou ſhalt be ſatis- 
fied about them. Now which of theſe is the better for thee, the Lord God 
knows, and that thou ſhalt be ſure to receive from him in that hour; nei- 
ther will he leave thee, but ſecretly ſupport thee in the mean time; thy eye 
and mind being towards him. | 

The light and power of the Lord, when it ariſeth, ſcatters and breaks 
that into pieces in the mind, which was very powerful before; ſo as the 
ſoul doth not now ſo much as mind the conſidering or knowing of that, 
which the enemy had made it believe was ſo neceſſary for it to know. For 
mark ; that which cauſeth me to grow, is the feeling of life, the ſenſe of 
the Lord's preſence and power with me, the living knowledge, the know- 
ledge which quickens, and gives life. Now, when the life ſprings, when 
the light ſhines, when the Lord in the power and precious viſitations of his 
truth, reacheth to my heart, this is preſent with me. Then what matter I 1 
thoſe objections and prejudices, which the enemy caſts into my mind? 
Nay, I cannot heed them, being taken up with another thing of a deeper 
nature. Thus have I often found it by experience ; all that troubled me, 


and 


| touched with the Power of Truth, &. 329 
und that I doubted of, vaniſhing in a moment; that being preſent with 
me, and prevailing in me, which puts an end to all thoughts, reaſonings, 
and diſputes. | * 5 * 
Again, it pleaſeth the Lord at other times (when he ſeeth good) to open 
the mind, and let it into the ſight of thoſe things (it waiting upon him, 
and letting them alone his ſeaſon) which of itſelf it could never have waded 


through. Thus alſo have I ſeen the objections, and ſtumbling-blocks con- 


cerning this precious people (who are of God, as the firſt fruits of his 
powertul viſitation after the apoſtaſy); concerning their principle, way, 
doctrine, practices, &c. opened unto me in the clear light of God, and in the 
holy demonſtrations of his Spirit; inſomuch as I have manifeſtly ſeen, and 

been fully ſatisfied, that what was objected in my own heart, and is objected 
to in the hearts of others, hath been from the ſubtil accuſer of the 
brethren, who beareth falſe witneſs againſt them, and would draw as many 
as he can to partake in his falſe teſtimony, and ſo alſo to become falſe wit- 
neſſes againſt God, his truth and people. Therefore beware, all ye that 
deſire after the Lord, and would meet with the reſt and ſatisfaction of 
your ſouls in him, how ye be prejudiced againſt that, whereby God worketh 
in others, and whereby he hath appointed to work in you, and all whom he 
worketh in. For he hath ſent his Son to give life, and he will not give life 
by another. And he hath appointed his Son ſhall be received as a princi- 
ple, as a ſeed of life, though as little as a grain of muſtard-ſeed ; yet thus 
muſt he be received; and in this his low appearance hath he the preſence 
of God with him, and his power and authority; and what he, this little 
| feed (though ever ſo little) requires, teaches, forbids, &c. muſt be obſery- 
ed. But there is none upon the earth can own or ſubmit to this, but he 
that becomes a child alſo; yea, a very little child. Man's ſpirit, man's 
wiſdom, man's knowledge, man's religion, man's zeal, c. is too big to 
enter here. Men are too wiſe, too knowing, too rich from ſcriptures and 

experiences to ſubmit to this; as the Scribes and Phariſees were to ſubmit to 

Chriſt's appearance, doctrines, and preachings, when he appeared among 
them in that body of fleſh. Therefore come into the true feeling, out of the 
dead knowledge into the living ſenſe, where life, power, "righteouſneſs, 
yea, the peace and joy of the kingdom, is taſted of, and in ſome meaſure 
witneſſed by thoſe, who bow down in ſpirit before the leaſt or loweſt name 


or appearance of Jeſus; the loweſt degree and meaſure of whoſe life is 
King and Lord over death for ever. 
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Ka OBJECTION againſt the PxIxcIT LE, ich 
in Faithfulneſs to * and in Love to Souls, we 
bear witneſs to; briefly anſwered. 


Object. ANY do believe, and in that belief do object —_— it, that it 
is a natural principle, and but a natural principle: and ſo, in 
its utmoſt improvement, could lead but to the ſtate of Adam's nature, and not to 
the redemption and new life, which is in and by Jeſus Chrijt. 

Anſw. I can grant that it is natural, in a ſenſe; but not in the intended: 
ſenſe. It is a principle indeed of God's nature, of Chriſt's nature; but 
not of man's nature. It is that which ſtands a witneſs in man againſt him, 
when he falls and tranſgreſſes. It is a light indeed that ſhines in his con- 
ſcience; but it was before his conſcience was, and is of an higher nature. 
Man is earthly (with his underſtanding, knowledge, reaſon, judgment, 

conſcience) ; but the light that ſhines in him (even in his dark, hard, un- 
regenerate, earthly heart) is heavenly; ſuch as his darkneſs cannot compre- 
hend, though it ſhine in his darkneſs. But wouldſt thou in true under- 
ſtanding know what it is? Feel it; come out of that darkneſs where it 
finds thee, into that light where it dwells, and then thou wilt know it in- 
deed, and be able to judge of it better. Now I will tell thee how we 
know it to be the light of the new covenant. Why thus : Becauſe we find 
it diſcover to us the new covenant, and lead us into it; yea alſo ſnew us 

the ſins againſt the new covenant, and furniſh us with power from God 
againſt them, and preſerve us out of them. And with this demonſtration 
indeed, our hearts are ſatisfied ; though we could alſo ſay further, we have 
witneſſes, both in heaven and in earth, concerning this thing, whole teſti- 


mony fully concludeth it, to the full ſatisfaction of the ſoul, where it is 
heard and felt. 
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Some QuESsTITIONS and ANSWERS con- 
. cerning the New Covenant; opening the Nature and 
Way of it, as it is experimentally felt in the Heart, 
and witneſſed to in the Holy Scriptures. 4 
HA T is the New Covenant? © | 


Queſt. x. * 3 
| Anſw. It is a new agreement between God and the 
ſoul, different from that former agreement, which was between God and 
that people of the Jews. It is a precious glorious covenant, containing 
precious promiſes on God's part, and as eaſily to be obtained on the crea- 
ture's part as can poſſibly be. It is a covenant of the eternal love of God; 
of life, peace, and reſt to the foul; of the power of the Lord ſtretched 
out for the ſoul, to deliver it from Egypt; carry through the wilderneſs ; 
bring into the Holy Land; giving it its proper poſſeſſion and inheritance 
there; and maintaining it therein againſt all its enemies. Yea, this cove- 
nant contains very precious things, which the ſoul finds great need of, and 
rejoiceth in the ſenſe and preſence of, when they are felt flowing from the 
covenant into it; as writing the laws of God in the heart, putung his fear 
in the inward parts; yea, putting his own Spirit within, to be a fountain of 
life and ſtrength there, whereby he cauſeth the ſoul to walk in his ways, 
and preſerveth it from departing from him. Likewiſe in this covenant 
God becomes the teacher, who createth in the ſoul a capacity to learn, and 
cauſeth it to heed and profit. And in this covenant there is a forgiving of 
iniquity, and a remembering of ſins ho more, but a deſtroying and rooting 
out of that which cauſed to fin, and an healing of the backſlidings of the 
foul, and a loving it freely. | 
Queſt. 2. How is this covenant made with the ſoul ? 5 
Anſto. In Chriſt the ſeed, who is all in this covenant. He is the light 
of it; he is the life of it; he is the power of it; he is the righteouſneſs 
and ſanctification of it. By coming into him, the ſoul comes into this co- | 
venant; by abiding in him, it abides in this covenant; and by growing up 
in him, it grows up in this covenant. =. 
Queſt. 3. 1s this an abſolutely free covenant ? or are there any terms of con- 
ditions required of the ' ſoul in it? | ; WO 
Anſw. It is abſolutely free in its own nature. It comes from the free 
love of God, it contains in it the free love of God, it is freely offered to 
all to whom it is offered, it is freely given to all to whom it is given. Here 
is no price, nothing of the creature's required for it; all that is required, is 
the creature's receiving of it and giving up to God in it. And here, = 
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after this manner, many things are required of the creature, without which 
the creature can never come to receive the covenant, abide in it, or reap 
the bleſſings contained therein. This the ſcriptures abundantly teſtify to; 
as alſo the experiences of thoſe who know and feel the nature and virtue of 
the covenant. 8 5 
Queſt. 4. What things are required in this covenant according to the ſcrip- 
tures, and according to the experiences of thoſe that enter into it, and reap the 
fruits and benefits of it? . CL YT 
Anſw. 1. This is required, that when the Lord calls, when the Lord 
quickens, when the Lord toucheth the heart, openeth the ear, giveth a 
faculty and ability of hearing, that then the Lord be hearkened diligently 
unto, the car (which he hath opened) kept open to him, and that that 
whereby he openeth the one ear and ſhuts the other be kept cloſe to, and 
he waited upon therein; the true ear may be more and more opened by 
him, and the other ear (which 1s apt to hearken to and let in the enemy) 
more and more ſhut. Who is there among us that hath not felt the Lord 
God requiring this of us? Wherein, as he hath been anſwered, the work 
of God hath gone on in us; and as he hath not been anſwered, the work 
hath gone back ward, and not forward. And the ſcripture bears witneſs. to 
the ſame, as /ai. Iv. 1, 2, 3. where the free covenant is proclaimed ; yet 
there is ſomewhat even there required. Hearken diligently : come and eat ye 
that which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear 
and come unto me; hear, and your ſouls ſhall live; and I will make an everlaſt- 
ing covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of David. SE 
2. Repentance is required, turning from the old unclean nature and 
ſpirit, and touching it no more; but cleaving. to that which hath power 
againſt it, and preſerveth from it. This alſo is felt and witneſſed to be re- 
quired of God now, and was alſo teſtified to of old, as 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
Touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a father unto 
you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the Lord Aimighty. | 
3. Faith, believing the teſtimony of truth, and receiving the Spirit's 
baptiſm, is required. He that. will enter into this covenant, muſt be- 
heve the teſtimony of the goſpel (the record of God concerning his Son) 
with the faith which is of him, and muſt be circumciſed, baptized, renewed 
and changed by him. Now he that doth this ſhall be ſaved, as Chriſt pro- 
miſed, Mark xvi. ; but he with whom is the power of lite and ſalvation 
did not promiſe that any ſhould be ſaved otherwiſe. WE, | 
4. Obedience of the goſpel, ſubjection to Chriſt in the rule of his Spirit, 
and keeping of his commandments, is required. For as the firſt covenant 
required the obedience proper to it; fo the ſecond covenant requires the 
obedience proper to it. And as there was no ſalvation, or ſtanding in the 
firſt covenant, without the obedience thereof; ſo neither in the ſecond, 
without the obedience thereof. He that will enjoy the peace, the righte- 
ouſneſs, the juſtification, the life, the power of this covenant, muſt live in 
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the-Spirit, walk in the Spirit, fulfil the will of the Spirit ; keep to the ſeed, 
keep to the anointing, that the evil- one touch him not; that the inter- 
rupter, the ſlayer, the deſtroyer of life in the heart, have not power over 
him, as he hath over any out of the limits of this covenant. ' For within it 
are all the good, but without it the evil _ the dangers, the tempta- 
tions, the — the death and deſtruction of the foul; and whoever wan- 
ders out of the covenant, cannot but meet with them, and acknowledge it 
to be ſo, if he be in the true ſenſe. Fherefore there muſt be a great care 
to abide in that which hath gathered, in that which hath quickened, in that 
which giveth the true ſenſe and underſtanding, and keepeth out of the 
wrong. How tender, how free was the love of Chriſt to his diſciples! yet 
he bids them abide in his love, and tells them how they ſhould do it: If ye 
keep. my commandments, ys ſhall abide. in my love, even as 1 bave kept my Fa- 
ther's commandments, and abide in bis love. | : 
Queſt. 5. But how ſhall the ſoul be able to perform all theſe things? Are they 
required of it in its own ſtrength, or doth God undertake to perform and work 

all in it? | 0 | 55 þ, 12 

Anſev. Not at all in its own ſtrength, will, or wiſdom (theſe are eternally 
ſnut out of this covenant); but in the ſtrength, life, and power, which 
flows from God in the covenant. : er , og I RP ST 

Queſt. 6. How ſhall the ſoul receive this ſtrength, life, and power? 

Anſw. By embracing; it as it comes, cleaving to it, panting after it, pa- 
tiently mourning and waiting for it. (The viſion of good will come to 
that ſoul in the Lord's ſeaſon, and will not tarry). By not deſpiſing the 
little, and looking after more before the little be received, but thankfully 
entertaining the beginnings of life, the beginnings of the holy inſtruc- 
tions, the. firſt drawings from off the ſpirit and nature of this world, in 
whatever it be. He that diſputes not concerning the thing, but receives it 
juſt as it appears, in a ſimplicity and uprightneſs, watching thereto, he ſhall 
be bleſſed of the Lord, and meet with the deſire of his ſoul in the Lord's 
ſeaſon, when the Lord hath fitted and prepared his heart for it. Now this 
is ſo little and ſtrait a door, fo poor and low a beginning, as the wiſdom of 
man can never enter at it; and if there ſhould be a little entrance in the 
overcoming power of life, yet that wiſdom will drive the ſoul back again 
preſently. Let me know the doctrine. firſt, ſaith the wife man; I will un- 
derſtand the doctrine thoroughly before I will change my preſent way. 
No, faith Chriſt,. He tbat deth his will ſhall know of the dofirine. Thou 
ſhalt know a little, which will reach to thy heart. There thou muſt begin; 
and being faithful there, thou. ſhalt know further of the doctrine ; but be- 

ing unfaithful there, thou. mayeſt be ſtumbled and prejudiced againſt the 
doctrine, but never be able to know it. Oh! the myſtery. of life]! Oh! 
the hidden path thereof, which none can learn but thoſe whom the Father 
teacheth | But many think to learn in that, which ever was, and ever will be, 
ſhut out. If Chriſt would lay his doctrine before them, and make it good 

8 we 


to their underſtanding, they would receive it. No, no; they muſt bow to 
Chriſt, to his name, to his power, to his will, to his way of manifeſting 
his truth; he will not bow to theirs. ks 2 | | 
. . Queſt. 7. V bat are the ſins againſt this covenant, and what effefts have 
they Þ "6 | 85 
Anſw. The ſins againſt this covenant are chiefly unbelief in the power, 
and diſobedience to the power, which are of a deeper nature than the ſins 
againſt the firſt covenant, and have more dangerous effects. The refuſing 
of this covenant is more dangerous than the refuſing the covenant of Mo- 
fes. And the breaking of this covenant; to wit, the ſtarting back from 
God (through an heart of unbelief) here, is more dangerous than the 
breaking of the firſt covenant. | ES | | 
Queſt. 8. by can this covenant be broken ? . Hath not God undertaken all 
ef 1 5 
Anſw. It is an agreement between God and the foul, wherein things are 
required of the ſoul, through the life and ſtrength which flows from the 
covenant. And the ſoul may hearken to the enemy, and not to the Lord; 
may walk after the fleſn, and not after tlie Spirit; may luſt after high 
knowledge, and hidden things of the kingdom, as they of old did after 
prying into the ark; may draw back from the Lord in thoſe reſpects where- 
in it had given up unto him, &c. Now theſe, and ſuch-like, are breaches 
of the covenant; or at leaft ſuch ſins againſt it as draw down judgments 
upon the ſoul at preſent, and at laſt utter caſting off, unleſs the ſoul be 
brought back by the judgments into the agreement again with the Lord in 
truth and uprightneſs. It is true, the Lord doth all in the covenant ac- 
cording to his good pleaſure ; but withal, he hath appointed a way of his 
working out the life and happineſs of the ſoul, to which it is his good 
pleaſure to keep. And his way is Chriſt, his ſeed. Hence all the love, mercy, 
care, and tenderneſs of God flows. Hither is the ſoul to come for it; and 
here the ſoul is to abide, that it may enjoy and poſſeſs it. But if the enemy 
can by any means draw the ſoul out from hence, he draws it from its lite 
and ſtrength, and from the ſweet bleſſings and influences of the holy and 
free covenant. Now the Lord hath not given power to the enemy to force 
from hence; but he gives power to the ſoul to abide with him here; and in 
the hour of diftreſs, if it cry to him, he helps the helpleſs, and lifts up a 
ſtandard againſt the enemy. Yo | 
Now all that deſire the ſweetneſs of this covenant, the life, the virtue, 
the bleſſings of it, oh! wait to feel and receive fomewhat from God, and in 
that to fear before him, and walk worthy of him, and not to grieve or 
provoke his Spirit. For he hath the power of life and death in his hand, 
and whom he will he may have ſufficient cauſe- againſt, to turn from and 
cut off when he'pleaſeth ; and whom he will he may extend mercy to, as 
far and as long as he pleaſeth; for it is his own, and he may do what he 
will with it. Only know this, God is love; God is bowels, infinite bowels; 


yea, 
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yea, his tenderneſs is beyond imagination or comprehenſion, and he hates 

putting away. The 2 mourning ſouls that cry unto him, feeling their 
need of him, and gaſping after him, he cannot caſt off; no, nor any that 

come unto. him in the truth of their hearts: but the wiſe, the confident, 
the conceited, from their apprehenſions of ſcriptures, that think themſelves 
ſafe by virtue of the covenant, and yet are enemies in their minds to the 
light of the covenant, theſe are out of the thing at preſent (in their own. 
imaginings and conceivings), and are in the moſt danger of any I know. 
The Lord in mercy cauſe his light to ſhine, his life to ariſe, his power to 
be manifeſt, and thereby lead into, and preſerve in, his everlaſting cove» 
nant, according to- his good pleaſure, Amen. ln I 
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A Quxsriox or Two, relating to EL RC TIox, anſwered. 


Anſwer. By making Chriſt ſure to him, in whom the calling and 
election is; for the Lord chuſeth only in him, and refuſeth or reprobateth 
only out of him, | 
Queſt, 2. How may I make Chriſt ſure to me? | 
Anſw. By receiving him, giving up to him, yon with all for him, 
and waiting upon him in the way and path of life, till I feel the power of 
that broken in me which would ſeparate from him. For what danger 1s 
there then, when the foul is naturally become the Lord's, rooted in his 
love, circumciſed in heart to love the Lord above all, even with the whole 
heart and foul? Certainly the love of the Lord cannot but flow in great 
ſtrength to that ſoul, and what can come between? But now, while there is 
ſomewhat ungiven up, ſomewhat yet ſtanding, in which the enemy hath a 
part, and by which he may enter, the ſtate: of that foul is not fully ſure z 
but there may be a going back from the faving life into that wherein is the 
perdition and deſtruction of the ſoul; and whoever goes thither, meets with 
perdition and deſtruction, fo far as he travels that way. For in the path of 
death there is death, which is met with by all that enter into, and walk 
therein; as in the path of life there is life. God is no reſpecter of perſons; 


Queſt. 1 H OW may a man make his calling and election ſure? 


but he is a reſpecter of his ſeed, and of his eternal covenant of life, which + 
ſtands firm. in his ſeed for ever. Here is life for every ſoul that feels the - 


drawings of the Father, and comes to his Son for life, and abides in himy 
and there is death for every ſoul that comes not to this; and departs from 
this through the heart of unbeliefi So the way of God is eternal and Hy- 
mutable; he cannot deny himſelf. He that believeth in the Son, hath 
life; he that believeth not, is in the death and condemnation which be- 
longs to the unbelief. Now wouldſt thou know thy election, wait to —_ 


3:36 X Queſtion or two relating ro Election anſwered. 
und diſtinguiſh'between Jacob and Eſau, Iſaac and Iſhmael, in thyſelf; for 
they were outward- figures, and allegories of ſomewhat inward. Feel Eſau, 
the profane-one ; Iſhmael, the ſcoffer at the wiſdom, way, and ſeed of God: 
feel, I ſay, theſe (that are caſt off by God) caſt out of thee; and then feel 
Iſaac, the feed of the promiſe ; Jacob, the plain birth of life, raiſed up 
in thee, living in thee, and thou in it. And then thou feeleſt the election, 
and art in the election. And as his ſeed is ſure to thee, and thy union 
with it, and ſtanding and abiding in it ſure, ſo thy election is ſure. Elec- 
tion is a deep myſtery, and none can read the ſcriptures about it (which in- 
deed are hard to be underſtood, but eaſy to be wreſted) but they that under- 
ſtand the thing; that can read in the ſeed, life, power, and openings of 
the Spirit of the Lord, they read things as they are; but other men only 
read things as they apprehend and conceive them to be. So that the know- 
ledge that God hath given his people is above all the knowledge that can 
be ſearched out, gathered, or comprehended by all the men upon the earth; 
whereby they know God better, the things of God better, the words and 


ſcriptures of truth better, than they themſelves otherwiſe (or any elſe) could 
poſſibly attain to. 


4 
—— — 


A Qunsriox anſwered concerning the Ground of Mens 
miſunderſtanding and wreſting of Scriptures. 


Queſt. HAT, is ibe ground of mens miſunderſtanding and - wreſting of 
feriptures ?' © © - | 
Anſw. 1. Want of acquaintance with God's Spirit, and the right way of 
waiting upon him to receive the underſtanding of them. For though men 
may go thus far, as to know and confeſs that the Spirit of the Lord is the 
only revealer of the things of God, and the alone right interpreter of his 
own words; yet that man, who thus confeſſeth, may not certainly and dif- 
tinctly know the Spirit of the Lord, and when he receiveth the interpre- 
tation of a ſcripture from him, or when from his underſtanding, or a 
ſpirit that is contrary to him. For there is another ſpirit near man, whoſe 
nature, work, and delight is to cauſe man to miſunderſtand, and miſ- walk 
by the very ſcriptures; and will bring things as warmly, and (as it were) 
+ Clearly to him, as he can from ſcriptures, purpoſely to deceive and miſ- 
Jead him. Now he that hugs and receives every thing that thus riſeth in 
tim, eaſily runs into, and is ſurely caught in the ſnare of the enemy. 
Therefore a man muſt watch, and wait, and fear, and pray that he may 
diſtinguiſh between the nature and voices of ſpirits in himſelf, that fo he 
may Know (in the light of the Lord) when the Lord ſpeaks, and alſo when 
the myſterious ſpirit of deceit ſtrives to ſpeak like the Lord. Now man 
| | | cannot 
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cannot know this of himſelf; but as he is taught by the Lord, at the very 
time when the ſnare comes: and he muſt not determine haſtily; but wait 
tqꝗ feel that wherein the Lord appears and ſpeaks to him, and wherein the 
enemy cannot ſpeak. Thus feeling the birth of life in his heart, the ſeed 
which is of the Father, which hath an ear that knows the voice of the 
Shepherd, and ſinking into this, and liſtening in this (out of his own thoughts, 
ron and whole courſe of his own wiſdom), he alſo hath his ear opened 
to hear the true voice, and findeth ability here to diſtinguiſh it from the 
voice of the ſtranger, let him counterfeit ever ſo deceitfully. For the eye 
of the Lord, the eye of truth, the eye of life, the eye of the Spirit, pierce- 
eth through, and diſcovereth all deceits to the foul that feareth before him, 
diligently waiteth upon him in his ſeed, and deſireth to walk faithfully 
therein. 5 
2. Want of acquaintance with God's truth in the love, life, and power of 
it. For he that knows truth, that hath received from God the thing the 
ſcriptures ſpeak of, how eaſy is it to him to underſtand the words that ſpeak 
of that thing? But he who hath the knowledge of the thing but from 
the words, how eaſy is it for him to miſunderſtand the words? As for in- 
ſtance: he whom God hath juſtified, he who hath received the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Son, he who daily feeleth the blood of ſprinkling, Sc. how 


_ eaſy and natural is it unto him to underſtand the words of ſcripture, which 


ſpeak of theſe things ? But he that hath not received this, nor thus knoweth 
the thing, how ealy is it for him to miſunderſtand the words; and ſo, from 
miſunderſtanding of the words, to ſet up another righteouſneſs for the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, than that which the Spirit of God intendeth in the 
ſcriptures? _. | | 185 

3. The opinions, apprehenſions, ways, and practices of men, which they 
have taken up in the dark, and in which their minds are engaged, are a 
great lett in their way from the right underſtanding of ſcriptures, or the 
teſtimony of truth from others according to the ſcriptures. For there hath 
been a cloudy and dark day, or a great night of darkneſs upon the earth, 
wherein the light (which leadeth to the foul's reſt) hath not ſhined clearly 
in mens ſpirits; and ſo in this cloudy darkneſs men have wandered from 
mountain to hill, ſeeking their reſting-place. Now ſome have fixed and 
pitched on one mountain, ſome on another; ſome on one hill, ſame on an- 
other, ſaying, here is the reſting- place. So when the Spirit of the Lord 
comes and cries, Depart ye, depart ye; this is not your reſting-place, for it is 
polluted , they cannot hear. Why ſo? Becauſe they have already be- 
lieved otherwiſe, and in that belief took it up for their reſt; and ſo cannot 
rightly underſtand or believe thoſe ſcriptures, or thoſe living teſtimonies 
from the Spirit of the Lord, which declare it not to be ſo; but are ready to 
wreſt the one, and reproach the other. 
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Some QUESTIONS, AN SWE RS, and QUERIES, 
concerning Deceir and Dxceivers; as what they 
are, what diſcovers them, how Man may come out 


of them, and be preſerved from them, &. 


N the truth there is no deceit ; and they that are in the truth, are out 
of the deceit; and abiding there, are out of the reach of deceivers : but 
they that are out of the truth, are in the deceit already, and are liable daily 
more and more both to be further deceived,. and to help to deceive 
others. | . 
Queſt. 1. What is deceit, and who are deceivers ? | 
Anfw. That which appeareth like truth, but is not; that is deceit :' and 


they which are in a form of godlineſs, but are without the Spirit, life, and 
power of it, they are deceivers. 


Queſt. 2. V bo are moſt liable to deceit? | 


Anſw. The ſimple, the heedleſs, the careleſs, the credulous ; thoſe that 
wait not upon the Lord in the light, power, and demonſtration of his Spirit, 
to try things; theſe (with good words and fair ſpeeches, and appearances of 
things) are eaſily led aſide from the truth itſelf into ſome likeneſs or re- 
ſemblance of it. | | 
Queſt. 3. Which is the time of deceit ? JIE 
Anſw. The night; the cloudy, the dark time, when the enemy hath 


raiſed his fogs and miſts in the minds of men, then is his time of deceiving 
their hearts. | 


Queſt. 4. J it now night or day? | N | | 

Anſw. It is night with ſome, day with others. Where the light is ariſen, . 
there it is day; where the darkneſs covereth and poſſefleth the minds of 
men, there it is night. 

Queſt. 5. How may a man know whether it be night or day with bim? 

Anſw. By waiting to feel ſomewhat of the life of God ariſing in him, by 
turning and hearkening to his witneſs. That will faithfully diſcover how 
it is with him, and where he is. | 

Queſt. 6. How may a man come out of the darkneſs of the night into the 
light and brightneſs of the day ? | EST 

Anſw. By joining to the firſt glimmerings and breakings forth thereof 
upon him. The leaſt light of truth hath the ſame nature, virtue, and pro- 
Ih with the greateſt. Though not the ſame in degree, yet the ſame in 
kind; and he that will come to the greateſt, muſt begin with the leaſt. 
Light makes manifeſt ; the day diſcovers both the things of the night * 8 
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of the day. Haſt thou any diſeovery of either kind? Either of that which is 
good, or of that which is evil? Either of that which is of the worldly na- 
ture and the evil one, or of that which is of the heavenly nature and the 
Holy One? Join in immediately in the virtue; ſtrength, and power of that 
which makes the diſcovery, and thy ſpirit therein will find an entrance into 
the light of the day; and going on faithfully thus, it will daily more and. 
more break in upon thee, even until it hath gathered thy ſpirit out of the 
blackneſs, darkneſs, and deceit of the night, into the beauty, brightneſs, 
and truth of the day. 5 | 
Queſt. 7. How may a man be preſerved from deceit and deceivers ? I” 
Anſw. By abiding in that which diſcovers them to him, and preſerveth 
out of them; by dwelling in that light, in that life, in that power, in that 
truth, into which they cannot enter: by keeping to, and in, the elect of 
God, which never was deceived, nor can be deceived : for it is of God, it 
is his ſeed, of his nature, in which the wicked one (the deceiver) finds no- 
thing, hath nothing in him to enter at; and he that abides in him, is 
ſafe in him. But he that goes forth out of the life, out of the light, our 
of the ſeed, out of the power which preſerves, out of the holy anointing, 
which keeps the eye open, he eafily runs into, and is entangled in the de- 
ceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, judging it (for want of a true diſcerning) 
righteouſneſs ; and then having judged that to be righteouſneſs which is in 
its own nature but unrighteouſneſs, he muſt needs alſo judge that which is 
the true righteouſneſs to be but unrighteouſneſs; and then (having paſſed 
this judgment in himſelf) he grows wiſe, confident, and ſtrong in his de- 
cCeit, both believing himſelf, and alſo endeavouring to convince and per- 
ſuade others, that it is the truth. Oh! who knoweth the ſecurity of the 
little-ones of God, who have a being and ſtanding in his truth! The arm 
of his power is ſtretched round about them, and he is a defence and 
ſtrength unto them againſt all that would break in upon them (to make 
a prey of their life, or to ſhake their ſtanding in his truth), either inwardly 
or outwardly, Oh! bleſs his name, ſing high praiſes to him, ye that feel 
it, over all deceit or deceivables, over all the devices of the dark ſpirit, which 
entangleth others, and would alſo entangle you, but that his goodneſs, 
mercy, tender love, and powerful arm is ſtretched out over you. So to 
him be the praiſe, and the bowings of that ſoul, which feels his powerful 
and merciful preſervation, for ever and ever.. 1 

Now it is in my heart to add four queries, which, rightly weighed and 
reſolved, in and according to truth, may further open mens minds into the 
true ſenſe and right underſtanding of this thing. i 

Query 1. Have not the laſt days, the perilous times (the times foretold of 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles) been a long while upon the earth, wherein iniquity 
bath abounded, and the love of many waxed cold, wherein men have been lovers 
of themſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, &c.? Hath there not been a long night 
of darkneſs, wherein theſe things (with many other fruits and effects of the 
| | NE 2745 oo 
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night) hade hid and covered themſelves almoſt in all ſorts of profeſſors of Chriſti 
anity, under a form of godlineſs ? 8 | 5 | 
Query 2. I not their time expiring already, and in ſome degree expired? Was 
it not to have an end when the light and power of truth, which at firſt kept it 
back, did ſpring and ariſe again? | 2p | | 

Query 3. 1s not the day ariſen! Is not the darkneſs already paſt ? And doth 
not the true light now ſhine (and the true power of life now appear) in many veſ- 
ſels ? Let the ſouls, that deſire to know the truth of this, wait to feel that 
which 1s of God anſwer in them. | 8 | 

Query 4. Where are the decervers, and where is the deceit © Is it among thoſe 
that have embraced the light of life? or among thoſe who abide in their old 
darkneſs, and whoſe eyes are not yet opened to fee the light and beauty of the day, 
which is ariſen in the hearts of thoſe that are quickened and raiſed by the power 
of the Lord? | | f 


— ͤ—— 


That the Way of Lire and SALVATION is freely held 


forth by GOD to all; and there is nothing in him 
to lett, ſtop, or diſcourage any Man from receiving 
his TRUTH, and giving up to him in the Faith and 
Obedience of it, but very much to invite and encourage. 


1 T hath pleaſed the Lord, who is over all, and good unto all, to provide 
a remedy for the ſin and tranſgreſſion of the creature. For as ſin hath 
abounded unto death, ſo he hath cauſed righteouſneſs to abound unto life; 
yea, the free gift, which is as large and univerſal as ever ſin was, hath more 
power in it to ſave, than ſin hath to deſtroy. And there is no ground of 
diſcouragement for any (who hath not outſinned the day of his viſitation, 
and ſo the offer of mercy is over as to him) in reference to God; though 
the enemy of the ſoul ſtrives to raiſe up many diſcouragements and objec- 
tions in the minds of many, to keep them from hoping in the Lord, and 
from giving up to his truth, which ſaveth all that receive it, and abide in ity 
Now it is in my heart at this time, from a true ſenſe, to ſignify ſomewhat 
concerning the nature of the Lord (and his real deſire to ſave even thoſe 
that periſh), which may conduce towards the removing of objections and 
letts of this nature out of the minds of men. 

I. God is ſweetneſs, meekneſs, gentleneſs, tenderneſs, abounding in 
mercy and loving-kindneſs, pitying the miſerable, and naturally holding 
forth an helping hand towards them: yea, he is univerſally thus. There 


is not one miſerable ſoul, not one periſhing creature upon the face of the 


earth, 
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earth, but as he hath wiſdom and power to help it, ſo he hath tender bowels, 
and an heart thereunto. And it is not for want of ſomewhat to be done on 
his part, that ſouls periſh, but the failing always was, and till is, on the 

creature's part. | | | | | mT . 


* 


2. God loveth all his creatures, and cannot but be good to them. He is 
outwardly good, he is inwardly good to them all. He can do 3 6 
againſt any one of them, but what ſtands. with his love and mercy. He dot 
not forget himſelf; he doth- not loſe his nature in the manifeſting of his 
righteouſneſs, wrath, and ſeverity againſt fin and ſinners. 
3. He deſires not the death of a ſinner, nay, not of the wicked. How 
mercifully did he walk with the Jews in the firſt covenant? Did he ever de- 
fire their miſcarriages, and the miſeries which came upon them thereby? 
Nay, did he not deſire their „ and their obedient walking with him 
therein for their good? Oh (ſaid he) that there were ſuch an heart in them, 
that they would fear me, and keep my commandments always, that it might be 
well with them, &c. Deut. v. 29. How mercifully doth he walk with all in 
the ſecond covenant, that are in any meaſure drawn within the limits and 
compaſs thereof! He is a Saviour, that is his nature; and he ſeeketh the ſal- 
vation of his creatures with his whole heart, and with all his ſoul. And when 
he bringeth any to repentance, there is joy in his boſom: and when the 
enemy breaketh in upon any of his, or by any ſubtilty draweth them into 
that which deſtroyeth, his pure tender Spirit is grieved therewith, and 
mourneth becauſe of it. O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, (ſaid his true living image 
with tears) how often would I have gathered the! _ ' 

4. He would have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth. God ſends his truth, his powerful truth, to ſave ;z and he ſhuts 
not any one out of it; but ſeeks (in the way he hath appointed) to gather all 
into it, that they might be ſaved by it. | | 

5. He is very patient and long-fuffering, waits long, tries long, invites 
often, touches often, draws often: yea, the very veſſels of wrath fitted to 
deſtruction, there is much patience and Jong-ſuffering exerciſed towards 
them, before the Lord can caſt them off, and give them up utterly to de- 
ſtruction. For mark, deſtruction is not his work or delight; it is the work 
of a ſpirit and nature contrary to his. I came not (ſaith Chriſt) to deſtroy mens 
lives, but to ſave; to give life to them. And this is the proper end of God 
in every miniſtration : his end is not death, deſtruction, increaſing of the 
condemnation of the creature, Ic. but to bring it to life thereby, out of that 
which leadeth into the condemnation and deſtruction. Did he not for this 

end bear with the old world ? Was not this the end of Noah's preaching to 
them and warning of them.? Did he not for this end bear with the Jews 
in Egypt, in the wilderneſs, in Canaan, &c.? Is not this the proper in- 
tent of the goodneſs, forbearance, and long-ſuffering of God, that it ſhould- 


_ - repentance ? (Ram. ii. 4.) and repentance leads to mercy, remiſſion, 
- and We... | py 


6. The 
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6. The ſacrifice of Chriſt had relation to all men. He was ſent out of 
God's univerſal love to mankind, to the whole world; and was made a pro- 
pitiation by God for the fins of the whole world. 85. | 
7. There is no man'periſheth for want of power; for there is power in 


the free gift which comes upon all. There is power in it to quicken, to 
give faith, to preſerve in the faith, to do all that is to be done in the ſoul; 
and it doth all every-where, as it findeth place and entertainment in the 
ſoul. But man refuſeth, man loveth the-darkneſs, hateth the light, ſhutteth 
his eyes againſt it, withdraweth his heart from it, and ſo beateth-back the 
purpoſe and counſel of God's love and good-will towards him. For as the Jews 


vutwardly, in that outward covenant, - almoſt always rebelled, - reſiſted, and 
brought wrath: upon themſelves, to the grief of God's heart and of his holy 
| prophets; ſo do men in reference to the inward covenant (in that nature 


and ſpirit) exceedingly provoking the Lord, until his Spirit (in its holy jea- 
louſy and indignation) turn from them, and give them up to hardneſs, 
ſenſeleſſneſs, and impenitency, which ſealeth up to deſtruction. But as 
Ifrael, in that firſt covenant, cbuld never juſtly lay the cauſe of their de- 
ſtruction on God, but God did moſt juſtly lay it on them (O Iſrael! thy 
deftruttion is of thyſelf, but in me is thy help) ; 1o neither can any blame the 
Lord, who periſh from, and fall ſhort of, the virtue of the ſecond cove- 
nant: for he faileth not in doing his part therein, no more than he did fail 
in the firſt. But man turneth from the power which ſaves, from the light 
which makes manifeſt, from the life which quickens; and this is his con- 


demnation, and the cauſe of his periſhing: ſo that God will be juſt and 


clear of the blood of all men, and the blood of them that periſh will lie 
upon their own heads. Had there not been ſomewhat near every man, 
which had more power in it than ſin had, they might have had ſome plea 
before the Lord ; but the preſence of this, the power of this, the working 
of this in every heart, more or leſs, leaves all men without excuſe, and 
clears the free-giver and his free gift in the ballance of righteouſneſs. For 
this gift of his is faithful to every man upon the face of the earth, never 
conſenting to his iniquities and tranſgreſſions in any kind, but ſtill teſtifying 


againſt them as the Lord pleaſeth to open its mouth. But who hath be- 


lieved its report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
Yet greater will the condemnation be upon them, upon whom the Lord 
hath more abundantly ſhined ; and many will have a plea m reſpect of them, 
which the Lord will hear and conſider, and fo they ſhall not enter into that 
depth of judgment and condemnation, which will light on ſuch as have re- 
ſiſted the light and power of life, in its more glorious and bright appear- 
ances and ſtrivings with them; even as Chriſt ſaid, It ſhall be eafier for Tyre 
and Sidon, Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of judgment, than for Chorazin and 
Bethſaida, Capernaum and Jeruſalem. | | 2 5 
Therefore, O all men upon the earth, know the day of your viſitation ! 
Make peace with the Lord, O tranſgreſſors ! lay hold on his ſtrength, that 


ye 
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ye' may make. peace with him. Believe not the liar, who would put you 
out of hope, but believe the voice of his love and tender Spirit. Turn in, 
liſten after him, watch if he do not call, mind if he do not draw; and do 
not ſay, I want power; but wait in humility, meekneſs and fear, until. his 
power ariſe. Bear his judgments, wait upon him in the way of his Judg- 
ments. Do not fly from him becauſe thereof; for therein is the mercy, life 
and ſalvation. . Be not haſty, but wait long, believe Ong. hope long, feel. 
the patience of the Lamb, learn the myſterious path of life from the inward 
teacher, that ye may certainly know it, and find your feet guided by his 
Spirit into it. Eg» 0 5 

Is not the voice gone forth from him that is true? Ho, every one that 
tbirſtetb, come ye to the waters, &c. and whoſoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely. And is not he near who cauſeth the thirſt, and giveth the 
will? Whom hath the Lord excluded? Why ſhould any man exclude him- 
ſelf? The call is univerſal, the way is ſet open to all. That is at hand 
which hath life and power in it, and is ready to work in all. This com- 
mandment hath it received of its Father; and it is faithful which hath re- 
ceived it: and all that come to the Father here, in this g thering of life, 
the Father is ready to receive. Thy ſoul, O man! is the Lord's. . It is 
very precious in his eye: he ſeeks to ſave it, and hath ſent ſomewhat into 
thy heart to gather thee from that which would deſtroy it. And this which 
he hath ſent, hath in it of the Father's love, of the Father's mercy, of the 
Father's power, of the Father's light, of the Father's life, of the Father's 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, &c. and will gather thee out of the world into the 
Father's nature and Spirit, if thou wilt hearken to him with the ear which 
he will create in thee, and receive him with the heart which he will give 
thee: yea, he will help thee to turn from and forſake thy own wickedneſs, 
and the wicked ſpirit, and to turn towards him who is life, righteouſneſs, 
and peace to the ary that is gathered unto him; do but give up thyſelf (in 
the faith and obedience which he is creating in thee) in the way of his 
quickening and renewing life. | | | 
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Some QUESTIONS anſwered concerning the SPIRIT 
of CHRIST, and the Spirit of the ScRIBE SA and. 


PHARISEES. 5 


Queſt. x. HAT kind of ſpirit was the ſpirit of the ſcribes and pba- 
| riſees? e | 
Anſw. A ſtrict, zealous, righteous ſpirit, according to their underſtand- 
ing and apprehenſions of the letter. They faſted much, they prayed m_ 
| y 


81% tho afar 


they gave alms, * were 2 contenders ein reer 
nances of Moſes. Fe To 1 
Queſt. 2. What kind of ſpirit was the Spirit of Gbr K 
Ante. A righteous, ſtrift, and zealous Spirit, according to ower of 

RY: endleſs life. He was in that from which the 5j the pow the law 
.came, and which brought it forth and fulfilled it in his veſſel 
Queſt. 3. What did the ſcribes and phariſees judge of Cr 1 to their 
_ apprehenſions and underſtanding of the letter? 

Anſiw. They judged him a ſinner and tranſgreſſor of the law of Moſes, a 
looſe perſon, an eater, a drinker, a friend of publicans and ſinners; one 
who taught not his diſciples to faſt and pray, but rather to break the law of 
God, and tranſgreſs the ſabbath ; yea, one who was a blaſphemer, and a de- 

ceĩver of people, Sc. | 

Queſt. 4. How came the ſcribes and Wees thus to judge of Chrif ? 

Anſw. Becauſe they were in that ſpirit, nature and mind, which giveth * 
wrong judgment. For it is not a gathered knowledge from the letter, which 
makes able to judge of ſpirits, and about the things of God; but a receiv- 

ing and being born of the Spirit. For from the Spirit alone is the right un- 
derſtanding of the letter, which the Spirit hath to give, and giveth to the 
true birth.” 

| Queſt. 5. What did Chriſt judge of the ſcribes and rte according to bis 
knowledge of them from the Spirit and power of life? | 

Anſw. That they were hypocrites, painted-walls, and ſepulchres, which 
made a fair ſhew in the fleſh, but were not of nor in the truth. 

_ 6. Is the ſpirit of the ſcribes and phariſees to be found now in the 
world ? 

Anſw. There is nothing new under the ſun. The ſpirit of wickedneſs 
and deceit is always the ſame, in all ages and generations; and the Spirit of 
holineſs and truth is the ſame alſo. So that Cain, Iſhmael, Eſau, the ſcoffer 
and perſecuter of the prophets (of Chriſt's apoſtles and holy martyrs) are to 
be found in every age (the ſame in Spirit and nature with them): and fo 
are Abel, Enoch, Iſaac, Jacob, &c. 

Queſt. 7. Vhere is the ſpirit of the ſcribes and phariſees now to be found? 

Anſw. They in all profeſſions (gatherings and walkings) that are ftrict, 
zealous, and righteous, according to their own underſtandings and appre- 
henſions of the letter, and not according to the Spirit and Power of the 
endleſs life, they are of and in that fpirit ? 

ueſt. 8. How may a man come out of the ſpirit of the ſcribes and phariſees, 
and into the Spirit of Chriſt ? 

Anſw. By coming to the power of the endleſs life wherein Chriſt's mi- 
niſtry is, wherein his Spirit is felt and miniſtereth. This ſhuts out all the 
deceits and devices of that ſpirit which lieth in wait to deceive. He may 
entangle the mind about the letter, about the underſtanding of ſcriptures, | 
and practices and ordinances there: but he that begins in the Spirit (in the 

power 
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power of life, in the living demonſtration of truth) is out of his compaſs: 
and there abiding, groweth up and remaineth out of his reach. 8 

Queſt. 9. How may a man come to the power of the endleſs life?? 

Anſw. By waiting to feel it. There is ſomewhat of God near every man 
which, his ſpirit retiring and waiting on the Lord, the Lord will give him to 
feel in the —— of his good pleaſure. For it is near man, not as a talent 
always to lie dead and buried, but to work in him, and bring him out of 
his own ſinful corrupt nature into its holy pure nature. 5 
. Queſt. 10. How may a man feel and know the power of this life? 

Anſw.- By its nature, properties, manner, and end of working in the 
heart. It enlightens the ſoul, it quickens to God, it draws the heart from 
that which is manifeſtly and ſenſibly evil without diſpute, it rm the 
eye to ſee and diſcern that which is holy and good, inflaming the mind 
with deſires after it. Now this is the appearance of the Holy One, who 
thus appears and begins to work, to draw the mind from that which is 

ſinful and deſtroyeth, to that which is holy and ſaveth. Happy, oh ! abb! 

is he who thus feels the drawing, quickening Spirit, and in faithfulneſs 
gives up thereto! for he (by the Spirit and power of life) ſhall feel Cain, 
the ſacrificer according to the fleſh, Iſhmael the ſeed of Abraham after the 
fleſh, Eſau the firſt birth, whoſe mind is in the earth: he ſhall feel theſe, I 
fay, caſt out; and Abel the righteous ſeed, who lives and ſacrifices in the 
true faith; Iſaac the ſeed of promiſe, Jacob the wreſtler with God, in the 
| Power and ſtrength of his own Spirit, with the tears and ſupplications which 
are from his own life; he ſhall feel (I ſay) this nature, birth, and Spirit 
raiſed in him, and his ſoul in it living to God, and increaſing in union and 
_ fellowſhip with him. : 


. 
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Some QUESTIONS anſwered concerning Brasenzny 


and BLASPHEMERS. 


| Queſt. x. 2 is blaſphemy ? 1 
e Anſtw. It is the reproaching or ſpeaking ill of the truths 
or name of God, in any of their appearances, or of them whom he hath 


choſen to bear his name, or hold forth his truth. To reproach the name or 
truths of God, as they have been held forth in former ages, or as they are 
held forth in this age; or to ſpeak evil of the inſtrument he then choſe, or 
now chuſeth and maketh uſe of to hold them forth; this is blaſphemy: and 
the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs who ſo doth, whatſoever he be. 

Queſt 2. In which reſpect are men moſt liable to blaſphemy ? Are they apteſt 
to reproach and ſpeak evil of God's truths, as they have been held forth in former 
ä | EY - ages, 


{ 
{ 
; 
/ 
\ 
N 
4 
| 
- 
| 
| 


| 


| Lied W . 
346 Soyme ©& eftions anſwered . 
apes, and the inſtruments by which God then beld them forth * or are they apten 
to 'reproach and ſpeak evil of the truths of God, as they are beld forth in their 
age, and the inſtruments and miniſters who then beld them forth? | 

Anſw. Men are not fo liable to blaſpheme the truths (or name) of God, 
as formerly held forth, or the meſſengers and miniſters of former ages, as 
the preſent truth and the preſent miniſtry. 1 | 

Queſt, 3. How cometh that abont, or why is it fo? 55 6 

Anſw. Becauſe the truths of former ages, and the miniſtry therein, have 
wrought through the deceit and oppoſition, which withſtood them in their 


; day, and have left a good favour behind them; ſo that it would be hard 


and diſadvantageous to the evil ſpirit to endeavour: to bring a reproach 
over them. If men ſhould go about to revile Moſes or the prophets of old, 
Chriſt or his apoſtles, who would give an ear to them ? Surely very few, if 
any. But to cry up theſe and their doctrine, and to endeavour to make 
the preſent diſpenſation of truth appear to men, as if it were different from, 
and contrary to theſe (of another nature, of another ſpirit, tending to 
other ends, and towards the producing of other effects); this is a very 
fubtil device, and an advantageous way of oppoſing the preſent truth and 
miniſtry with; and this way the enemy hath taken all along. Moſes in his 
day had enemies and reſiſters, but after his death we never hear him 


ſpoken againſt; bur thoſe that withſtood the prophets in afrer-ages, would 


honour the remembrance of Moſes. In Chriſt's day they would honour 
both Moſes and the prophets ; but Chriſt, and his diſciples and apoſtles, 
were reproached as blaſphemers and deceivers. After that age, Chriſt and 
his apoftles were generally acknowledged, as well as Moſes and the pro- 
phets; but yet they that were in the ſame Spirit, in the ſame life, in the 
ſame nature, have afterwards ſtill been perſecuted and oppoſed by the 
preſent age. - | | 
Queſt. 4. Who are the great blaſphemers in every age? 
Anſw. They which profeſs truth, but are not in the power and life of 


that which they profeſs; and among theſe, thoſe eſpecially who have had 


any taſte of the power ; for if theſe turn from the power, which it pleaſed 
God to give them ſome taſte of, they are given up by God to deluſion, de- 
viliſnneſs, ſubtilty, and enmity, above all others. For as the blaſphemy 
(which I am ſpeaking of) is above truth and the name of Chriſt, ſo it is 
chiefly to be found among thoſe who pretend to his name. Thoſe that 
have 2 outward name, knowledge, and talk about the name, about Chriſt, 
about the heavenly things; theſe blaſpheme and reproach thoſe who have 
and are in the thing itſelf, who dwell in heaven, and worſhip in the hea- 
venly place, even in the true tabernacle which God hath pitched, and not 
man. Theſe bring their knowledge, wiſdom, ſcriptures, experiences, ob- 


ſervations, and all that ever they can reap and rend, againſt the preſent 
Power and life of truth. 13 


| Queſt, 


* 
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Queſt. 5. 2 come men, who pretend to truth, and to ſeek after it, to run | 
3 his. grievous 5 ous blaſphemy * _— 
3 Anſe.: By * of their not being in that, which. demonſtrateth the 4 
truth in the holy LY aku and nature thereof. They want its light and de- | | 
monſtration, and ſo underſtand things out of it; and in this their own. miſ- 
. Underſtanding turn againſt that, which ſhould enlighten, 8 od pre- 
ſerve them. Now, not being in that (but in another thing) ** in 
the true Spirit, in the true light, in the true nay, in ng true 
and underſtanding, they muſt needs err and migudge ; and the greater 
their — 2 ability, wiſdom, and zeal is, the more deſperate and 
_ 8 is their path of error, both to themſelves and others. Who err- 
o dangerouſly ouſly in OS day, as the Scribes and Phariſees ; which by their 
. nowledge, and Neil in the ſcriptures, would diſpute againſt 
Chriſt, prove he was not (he could not be) the Meſſiah, according to the 
ſcriptures (bidding men ſearch the ſcriptures, and ſee if any prophet came 
out of Galilee, Jobn vii. 52.) dane e oi im, who was indeed the holy one 
(who loved righteouſneſs, and hated iniquity) an unholy one, a ſinner and 
| companion. o 3 a blaſphemer, deceiver, &c.? And in the ſame 
Jpirit the ſtricter a man is, and the more he knows, and the more confi- 
5 he is of his knowledge and ſkill in the ſcriptures, the more deſperately 
and dangerouſly will he venture to oppoſe the appearance of the Spuit and 
power of the Lord Jeſus in this day. 
Queſt. 6. How come they who have ſo much literal knowledge of ſcriptures, 
and have had a true ſenſe and experience (ſome of them) of — things of God, 
#0 be out of that which demonſtrateth the truth? 4 
Anſw. By their turning from it, and rejecting it. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſces rejected the counſel of God, againſt themſelves. There is but one 
thing can open the eyes, and the Scribes and Phariſees turned againſt it, 
: bebe that their eyes were 2 already, by the light and knowledge 
which they had received from Moſes. Moſes, ſaid they, we know God ſpeaks 
to; but as for this fellow, we know not from whence be is. And Jn. Ry is It 
now. Oh! that ye could read, whoſe ſtate it is! 
Queſt. 7. Vi do they turn from it and rejeft it? 
Anſw. 4. it anſwers not their expectations. That a pearance of 
Chriſt in fleſh in that day, did not anſwer the expectations 1 the Scribes 
and Phariſees. And this appearance of Chriſt in his Holy Spirit and power 
after the apoſtaſy, doth. not anſwer the expectations of many now. And 
ſo, not appearing as what they look for, as what my have expected, ac- 
cording to their apprehenſions and underſtanding of © the ſcriptures, \ they 
cannot (ſo ſtanding and believing) wait, but turn from it, and turn the 
ſcriptures againſt it, as the Scrives and Phariſees turned the ſeriptures againſt 
that appearance of Chriſt. 
Now, Oh! that men, that have any defires after truth, might not run 
into this kind of blaſphemy, and = thereby provoke and turn that Spire 
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and power of life againſt” chem, Which alone is able to "ſave them. For 
the Spirit and power of the Lord turneth agalnſt che other ſpirit, in all 
its devices and transformings, and againſt them who are Joined to that 

ſpirit. And as the eye of the Lord is chiefly upon his preſent miniſtration 

of truth in the preſent age to mind that, to bleſs that, — —— that; 
ſo his Spirit moſt DHS. againſt that which oppoſeth and ſeeketh to over- 
turn it. Vea, little do men know what they have loſt from God, as to 


themſelves and their own ſtates; and what they are become in his ſight, 


by their oppoling the preſent diſpenſation and miniſtration of truth; even 
as little do many know in this day, as the Scribes and Phariſees did, in 
their day, what they brought upon themſelves and others, whom they in- 


fected (by their falſe knowledge and wrong expounding and managing of 


the ſcriptures) with a prejudiced fpirit againſt Chrift. | 
The Lord did promiſe that he would become the Shepherd, and gather 
his ſheep himſelf, after the cloudy and dark day. He is come to ſeek our, 
to gather, to heal, to bind up, to comfort, to preſerve, Sc. He is known, 
he 1s witneſſed, he is received ; his life, virtue, heating and ſaving power is 
felt. Let men reproach and revile it ever ſo much, yet it is known to be 
the thing, the pearl, the ſeed of the kingdom, c. Yea, and he that re- 
ceiveth it, and is born of it, knoweth that he is of God, and hath the true 
nature of life, and true language from God; which that, which knoweth 
God, heareth; but that which is not of God, cannot hear. 1:2 Fe] 
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A QUESTION concerning Mix AES anſwered. 


Queſt. 15 this be a new diſpenſation of the life and power of God, even of 


the preaching of the everlaſting goſpel again after the apoſtaſy, why 
is it not accompanied <vith outward miracles now, as formerly it was? I ſay 
outward miracles, becauſe it is accompanied with inward miracles. For 
the lame (that could never ſet ſtep in the path of life) do now walt; 
the eyes that were blind, are opened, and do now ſee; the ears that 'were 
deaf, have been unſtopped, and do now bear; the lepers inwardly (who 
were all overſpread with fin and corruption) have been waſhed, cleanſed, 
and healed, by the pure power, yea, the dead inwardly have been quick- 
ened, raiſed, turned to him that lives for evermore, have received life 
from him, and do live ih him and with him. Now theſe are mighty things, 
wonderful miracles, even the ſubſtance of the miracles which were wrought un- 
der the law, and which Chrift himſelf wrought outwardly. For it was not the 
outward healing, which is ſalvation, life, and power chiefly aimed at therein; 


but to point men by that to the thing which was to work the inward; that they 


might take notice of it, know it, come to it, and wait upon it, to be made = 
8 takers 


: 2 a 


A. R uefion concerning Miracles anſwered, 349 
bakers of thei inward health and. ſalvation by it. Yet ſeeing in that day Chriſt 
did then pleaſe to put forth bit power. outwardly, to point to, and witneſs of, the - 
LOT MRP fo now?., FARE „ ble 

w. The nature of the preſent diſpenſation not require it. For the 
preſent diſpenſation of life, is to bring men to the — of. life which is 
within them (which is the ſum. and ſubſtance; of all former diſpenſations); 
and to bring them to this, there doth not need any thing of a. miraculous 
nature outwardly; but the witneſs, demonſtration and enlightening af the 
Spirit inwardly. Now when the outward law was to: be received, then the 
Lord ſaw need of outward miracles to confirm it; ſo alſo in the prophens 
days, while that diſpenſation held, till towards the coming of Chriſt. And 
when Chriſt came, in the body prepared by the Father, it pleaſed the Lord to 
confirm (by outward viſible demonſtrations of his power in him) that this was 
he. Likewiſe afterwards, the apoſtles having the doctrine concerning that 
appearance to preach and teſtify to the world, the Lord was alſo pleaſed and 
ſaw good to confirm it by miracles. But now there is not any new doctrine 
to be preached. The doctrine concerning Chriſt is the ſame that it was, 
the very ſame that the apoſtles preached. Neither is there any need of 
confirming it now ; for it is generally believed —__ profeſſors of all forts; 
as Chriſt's birth, preaching, living holily,. dying (offermg himſelf up as a 
ſacrifice for ſin), riling, aſcending, fitting at the right hand of the Father, 
who doubts of theſe things? But under all this knowledge men hide their 
| fins, their luſts, and. corruptions, ſerving not the Lord (not truly fearing, 
| believing in, and obeying him) but his enemies, and are become corrupt 
like unto the Heathen ; being in words Chriſtians, but as to the holy con- 
verſation and power of the endleſs life, as far from it as the very Heathen. 
Therefore hath the Lord viſited the world in this ſtate, and ſent forth what 
he zudged. meet for it in this ſtate; to wit, not a miniſtry to preach over 
that doctrine, under which the Chriſtian world had corrupted themſelves ; 
but to point to the principle of life, wherein is the light and power to diſ- 
cover, lead from and waſh away this corruption. And with this miniſtry 
there goeth a power, to reach the heart and raiſe the witneſs, in all that 
hear in fear, and in the ſenſe and dread of God; ſo that the witneſs preſent- 
ly anſwers, and the mind is inwardly fatisfied, knows the thing, and turns 
to it. Now this (and the effect of this) is beyond miracles, and the fatisfac- | 
tion or aſſurance which they can afford. For miracles leave a diſpute 'in the 
mind (notwithſtanding all the miracles Chriſt ſhewed, there was yet a diſ- 
pute and diſſatisfaction in the minds of many concerning him). But he 
that feels the thing. itſelf in the true principle, where the demonſtra- 
tion and certainty of the Spirit's aſſurance is received; he is paſt diſpute, 
and is gone a degree, in the nature of things, beyond that fatis- 
faction which miracles can afford. He is out of that ftate and mind 
which aſketh a ſign, or ſeeketh confirmation by a ſign. So that men ought 
to take heed how they expect or call for miracles now, as the Jews en 2 E 

| | r 


350 Same further Queſtions amſwered | 
Chriſt for a ſign of old; for that is not the temper of mind which this 
diſpenſation is to anſwer, but rather to draw men out from thence into a 
principle, into the new life and Spirit itſelf; where fuller demonſtrations (of 
a deeper nature) are given to the ſoul, than outward miracles are. Feel 
the power that is revealed, feel the life that is made | manifeſt, let in the 
light of the day which ſhines ; this will ſcatter the "darkneſs from thee, and 
clear up the things of the day unto thee. The pure miniſtration of power, 
the pure miniſtration of life, the light of the everlaſting day is come. Oh ! 
wait the opening of the eye that ſees it, and be conceived and brought forth 
in the womb of it. "7: 7 
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Some further QUESTIONS anſwered, concern- 
ing the NEW CovENAN r. 


Queſt. 1. 4 47 ou thoſe days, after which the New Covenant was to 
e ma | 
Anſw. They were the days of the law and prophets, the days of the firſt 
covenant, the days of God's exerciſing and making trial of that outward 
people the Jews, by his outward and literal covenant. After the full ex- 
piring of thoſe days, another covenant was to be made. | 
Queſt. 2. What are the days wherein the new covenant is made? peut 
Anſw, They are the days of Chriſt, the days of his power, the days of 
the miniſtration of his Spirit. | =_ 0 
Queſt. 3. bat is the houſe of Iſrael and Fudah, with which this new cove- 
nant is to be made? I it the Iſrael and Judah according to the fleſh? The Iſrael 
and Fudab according to the old covenant , or according to the new? 
Anſw. When the old covenant is paſſed away, the conſideration of Iſrael 
and Judah (after the fleſh) paſſed away alſo; and the new covenant is fitted 
for, and made with, the new Iſrael and Judah; fo that, as the apoſtle ſaid, 
He is not (now, according to this covenant) @ Few, that is one outward ; nor 
is that circumciſion, which is outward in the fleſh; but he is a Jew, which is 
one inward, &c. The goſpel breaks down the outward conſideration be- 
tween Jew and Gentile, and brings up another conſideration in both; ſo 
that the promiſes and bleſſings are not to either in their old ſtate, but as 
they are gathered into, and ſpring up in, the new ſeed. . 
Queſt. 4. 1s this covenant faultleſs *- Doth it mend that which God found 
amiſs in, the other ? Dotb it keep more firmly to him than the other did? Is there 
no falling away from it? | | 5 | 
Anſw. Yes, it is faultleſs, it doth help the defects of the other. It doth 
keep more firmly to God. There is no falling away from it, by thoſe _ 
| | whom 
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cCuncerning the New Covenant. 351 
whom it is fully made, and who are eſtabliſhed in it. But in the paſſage 
and travel, there is danger to the ſoul which is not faithful and watchful, 

leſt it be drawn from that which gives it right to, and entrance into, the 
covenant. For as the beginning is in the faith, and in the obedience; ſo 
is the continuance, growth, and progreſs. Thus the py was preached, 
He that belicueth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; whi FP xlieving includes 
not only a beginning to believe, but a going on therein, and continuing to 
the end. For fo is the promiſe and word of Chriſt, He that continueth to 
the end ſhall be ſaved. Burt if any man draw back from the Lord, from his 
Spirit, and return into the way of death with the other ſpirit, the ſoul of - 
the Lord will have no pleaſure in him. EZ | 
Object. But then this alſo is like the firſt covenant, depending upon the crea- 
ture, and is defetiive as the other was. es 
Anſw. No; this covenant doth not depend upon the creature: but pon 
God's love, mercy, and power, which hath no limits in this covenant, but 
may extend itſelf as far and as long as it pleaſeth. It dependeth upon the 
principle of his life, upon the power of his Spirit freely diſpenſed to the 
creature; yet the creature that will reap. and enjoy this, muſt come to it in 
the faith and power which is of the principle, and in the ſame muſt abide 
with it. For God forceth none to come, but draweth and maketh willing; 
neither doth he force any to ftay, but perſuadeth and maketh willing to 
ſtay. This is the manner of his working in the day of his power. But 
now, if the ſoul hearken to the other ſpirit, and his drawings, and depart 
from the Lord, and will not hearken' and be won again, the love and 
pleaſure of the Lord turns from it, even according to the law of this cove- 
nant. For there is a law of this covenant, according to the nature of it (ac- 
cording to which the Lord works) as well as there was in the other. 
Now ſearch ye the ſcriptures concerning this thing. Is there any pro- 
miſe of ſalvation, but upon coming to the Son; or to them that come, 
without abiding ? Did not Chriſt tell his own diſciples, that as they were in 
the vine, in his love, ſo they muſt abide there? It was the law his Father 
gave him, and the ſame law he giveth them. It is natural to man to 
backſlide; and in his backſliding from that wherein is the life and virtue, 
how can he but mils of the life and virtue of it ? Therefore, in this coye- 
nant, the Lord hath provided that which will heal the backſlidings, which 
will work out all in man freely, which will powerfully preſerve him, &c. 
But he muſt come to it (he muſt come to the Son, he muſt come to the wa- 
ters) and he muſt alſo abide there. Yet this is not required of him to do of - 
himſelf neither, according to the law and courſe of the old covenant; but 
of him in the new ability, which is in the new principle of life, wherein 
he is daily to receive it: yea, it is with him, and near him; as near him to 
be daily drawing him into, and preſerving him in life, and within the limits 
of the covenant, as the tempter is to be drawing him into finning againſt 
the covenant, and fo into death. . 


Queſt. 


352 Some Further Queſtions anſwered, &c. 
* Queſt. 4. What doth God promiſe to do for the new'houſe of Trae! and Judah 


in this new covenant ? 


Anſw. He promiſeth to put his laws into their mind, and to write them 


in their hearts. (Oh! happy he that knoweth theſe laws, this mind, this 
heart, this manner of writing!) He promiſeth to be their God, -and that 
they ſhall be his people. (This covenant is a powerful covenant; it will 


make ſo indeed!) He promiſeth to become their teacher, and ſuch a teacher 


as all ſhall know him, from the leaſt to the greateſt, even ſo as they ſhall 
not need to ſeek out abroad after the knowledge of him. (It is fo where 
this covenant is made, even with the leaſt with whom it is compleated ; but 
it is not ſo where it is only begun, or in ſome few degrees carried on). 
He promiſeth to take away that which alone is able to hinder the good 
things of the covenant ; for he will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and 
their ſins and iniquities will he remember no more. This alſo is witneſſed 
according to the ſouls growth in, and receiving into it the ſtrength of the 
covenant. For many find ſinning againſt the covenant, and the remember- 


ing of their iniquities in their paſſage ; yea, judgment doth continue in 


the refining time, till that be made to paſs away thereby which the judg- 
ment is to; but in the covenant itſelf is reſt, joy, peace, ſatisfaction, lite, 


and powerful redemption and righteouſneſs for evermore. 


Queſt. 5. How is this covenant made, and how doth the ſoul enter into it, 
grow up in it, and reap and enjoy the feet bleſſings and promiſes of it? 

Anſtv. It is made in the faith and obedience of the ſoul to the goſpel, to 
the power of the endleſs life. It is made according to the promiſe. The 


. Promiſe is to him that believes and obeys the goſpel. There is no other 


way in it but union with Chriſt in the faith, from which flows obedience to 


the holy commands and requirings of his Spirit. All unbelief and diſobe- 


dience is out of this holy bleſſed covenant. They are ſtops in the way, and 


| hinder the ſoul both from entering into, and from abiding in, the covenant 


yea, the gates of hell may eaſily prevail againſt them who do not believe, 
obey, watch and pray, but enter into the temptations of the enemy, which 
draw into death, as the motions and requirings of the Spirit lead into life. 


A brief Account concerning SILENT MzzTiNGs ; the 
Nature, Uſe, Intent, and Benefit of them. 


T is a great myſtery, hid from the eye of man, who is run from 
the inward life into outward obſervations. He cannot ſee either that 
this is required by the Lord of his people, or any edification therein, or 
benefit thereby; but to the mind that is drawn inward the thing is plain; 
and the building up hereby in the life of God, and fellowſhip one with 

| | = another 


A brief Accoun concerning Silent Meetings. 353 
another therein, is ſweetly felt; and precious. refreſhment from the preſence 
of the Lord received by them, who ſingly herein wait upon him according 
to the leadings and requirings of his Holy Spirit. Now to open the thing 
a little to the upright-hearted, if the Lord pleaſ e. 
After the mind is in ſome meaſure turned to the Lord, his quickenings 
felt, his ſeed. beginning to ariſe and ſpring up in the heart, then the fleſh 
is to be filent before him, and the ſoul to wait upon him (and for his fur- 
ther appearings) in that meaſure of life which is already revealed. Now 
this is a. great thing to know fleſh ſilenced, to feel the reaſoning thoughts 
and diſcourſes of the fleſhly mind ſtilled, and the wiſdom, light, and guid- 
ance of God's Spirit waited for. For man is to come into the 8 
ſelf, into the abaſedneſs, into the nothingneſs, into the ſilence of his ſpirit 
before the Lord; into the, putting off of all his knowledge, wiſdom, under- 
ſtanding, abilities, all that he is, hath done, or can do, out of this meaſure of 
life, into which he is to travel, that he may be cloathed and filled with the 
nature, Spirit, and power of the Lot... 
Now in this meaſure of life which is of Chriſt (and in which Chriſt is, 
and appears to the. ſoul) there is the power of life and death; power to 
kill to the fleſh; and power to quicken to God; power to cauſe the foul to 
ceaſe from its own workings, and power to work in and. for the ſoul hat 
God requires, and what is acceptable in his ſight. And in this God is to be 
waited upon and worſhipped continually (both in private and in publick) ac- 
cording as his Spirit draws and teachees . 
For the Lord requireth of his people not only to worſhip him apart, but to 
meet together to worſhip him, in the ſeaſons, and according to the drawings, of 
his Spirit : and they that are taught of him, dare not forſake the aſſembling of 
r the mannerof ſome is; but watch againſt the temptations 
and ſnares, which the enemy lays to deceive them therefrom, and to diſturb 
their ſenſe by, that they might not feel the drawings of the Father cthereunto. 
And this is the manner of their worſhip. They are to wait upon the Lord, 
to meet in the ſilence of fleſh, and to watch for the ſtirrings Els Ife, and 
the breakings forth of his power amongſt them. And in Ky 99 forth 
of that power they may pray, ſpeak, exhort, rebuke, ſing, or mourn, &c. 
according as the Spirit teaches, requires, and gives utterance. _ But if. the 
Spirit do not require to ſpeak, and give to utter, then every one is to fit ſtill 
in his place (in his heavenly place I mean) feeling his own meaſure, feeding 
thereupon, receiving therefrom (into his ſpirit)what the Lord giveth: No 
in this is cdifying, on edifying, precious edifying; his foul who thus waits, 
is hereby particularly edified by the Spirit of the Lord at every meeting. And 


then alſo there is the life of the whole felt in every veſſel that is turned to its 
meaſure; inſomuch as the warmth of life in each veſſel doth not only warm 
the particular, but they are like an heap of freſh and living coals, warming one 
another, inſomuch as a great ſtrength, freſnneſs, and vigour of life flows into 
all. And if any be burthened, Cs, by Satan, bowed 9 89 e 

— | orne, 
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borne, languiſhing, afflicted, diſtreſſed, c. the eſtate of ſuch is felt in Spirits 
and ſecret cries, or open (as the Lord pleaſeth) aſcend up to the Lord for them, 
and they many times find eaſe and relief, in a feu words ſpoken, or without 
words, if it be the ſeaſon of their help and relief with the Lord, 

For abſolutely ſilent meetings (wherein there is a reſolution not to ſpeak) we 
know not; but we wait on the Lord, either to feel him in words, or in ſilence of 
ſpirit without words, as he pleaſeth. And that which we aim at, and are inſtruc- 
ted to W the Spirit of the Lord as to ſilent meetings, is that the fleſh ine very one 
5 ys _ and that there be no building up, but in the Spirit and power of 

t rd. | 2: 55 . | | 

- Now there are ſeveral ſtates of e: ſome feel little of the Lord's preſence; 
but feel temptations and thoughts, with many wanderings and rovings of 
mind. Theſe are not yet acquainted with the power, or at leaſt know not its do- 
minion, but rather feel dominion of the evil over the good in them. And this is 
a fore travailing and mournful ſtate, and meetings to ſuch as theſe (many times) 
may ſeem to themſelves rather for the worſe than for the better. Yeteven theſe, 
turning, as much as may be, from ſuch things, and cleaving (or at leaſt in truth 
of heart deſiring to dleave) to that which diſliketh or witneſſeth againſt them, 
have acceptance with the Lord herein: and continuing to waitin this trouble 
and diſtreſs (keeping cloſe to meetings, in fear and ſubjection to the Lord who 
requireth it, tho*with little appearing benefit), do reap an hidden benefit at pre- 
ſent, and ſhall reap a more clear and manifeſt benefit afterwards, as the Lord 
waſteth and weareth out that in them, wherein the darkneſs hath its ſtrength, 
Nov to evidence that the Lord doth require theſe ſilent meetings, or meetings 
after this manner ſilent, it may thus appear. | 5 5 
God is to be worſhipped in ſpirit, in his own power and life, and this is at his 
own diſpoſe. His church is a gathering in the Spirit. If any man ſpeak there, 
he muſt ſpeak as the oracle of God, as the veſſel out of which God ſpeaks; as 
the trumpet out of which he gives the ſound. Therefore there is to be a wait- 
ing in ſilence, till the Spirit of the Lord move to ſpeak, and alſo give words to 
ſpeak. For a man is not to ſpeak his own words, or in his on wiſdom or time; 
but the Spirit's words, in the Spirit's wiſdom and time, which is when he moves 
and gives to ſpeak. And ſeeing the Spirit inwardly nouriſheth, when he giveth 
not to ſpeak words, the inward ſenſe and nouriſhment is to be waited for, and re- 
ceived as it was given when there are no words. Yea, the miniſtry of the Spirit 
and life is more cloſe and immediate when without words, than when with 
words, as has been often felt, and is faithfully teſtified by many witneſſes. Eye 
hath not ſeen nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man, how and 
what things God reveals to his children by his Spirit, when they wait upon him 
in his pure fear, and worſhip and converſe with him in ſpirit; for then the 
fountain of the great deep is unſealed, and the everlaſting ſprings ſurely give up 
the pure and living water. „„ | 
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HE goſpel is the power d atolalvation, Oh! bleſſed is he, 
who meets with that which powerfully ſaves ! Moſt mens religion is but 


a talk and profeſſion of that which they have not; and what will ſuch a 
kind of religion: avail, when it comes to be tried by he OE fire of the 
Spirit. of burning, and pure er udg en ither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature. Alas! how 
few know that! And yet if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old 
things are paſſed away, and all things EIN _ * = __ the 
eciſion of this triab?, For pretend to be in Chriſt, and yet they them- 
Ives dre tif in che old de Fan 2 ceived,” bed che apoſtle; 
God is not mocked. Alas! how many are deceived about their religion! 
Indeed it is impoſſible for a m n_not to be deceived, who knoweth not the 
anointing, nor is taught his religion” by the anointing. He is truth and no 
lye, and he teacheth truth and no lye; but mens apprehenſions and con- 
ceivings upon the holy ſcriptures nd. myſteries of God's kingdom, are but 
like themſelves, empty and vain. Oh! that men could ſee with the true 
eye, hear with the true ear, underſtand with the true heart! Then might 
they know indeed, and come to witneſs the Ethiopian ſkin waſhed, and the 
leopard ſpots changed; but till then, they may change from one opinion to 
another, and from one profeſſion and way of religion to another, and yet in 
nature, ſpirit, mind, and heart, yea, and in converſation alſo (as to the ſub- 
ſtance thereof), remain ſtill one and the ſame. And what will become of 
men, whoſe hope is in their religion, in their knowledge of Chriſt, in their 
faith, in theit vörſhip, Sc. if all theſe, hen they come to be tried, ſhall 

e found wanting of the true nature and virtue, and condemned by the 
Lord for dead and dry ! Oh! that men knew what ſhould be yoked down, 
what ſhould be turned from and denied, how:gloriouſly and takingly ſoever 
it appears! All fleſh is graſs; all fleſhly knowledge and religion muſt paſs 
away. That which the earthly man can comprehend in his underſtanding, 


* 
_— 


is but the outward,” the fleſhly part of religion; the ſpiritual knowledge, 
the living knowledge, is reſerved for, and given to, the ſpiritual capacity and 
underſtanding, which the children of the Moſt High received in the new 
birth, and holy begettings of life. | 8 

| ere 


Here are ſome queries, held forth in love to thee, reader, to bring thee to 
a true ſenſe in many 7 matters. They are not of a confounding (un- 
leſs it be to that part which is not to know), but of an opening nature; 
they were ſweet to my taſte, which (as in God's preſence, and by the virtue 
of his life and Spirit flowing in me) reliſhed the things queried of. I deſire 
they may be profitable to thee alſo, and that thou mayeſt witneſs the, guid- 
ance of God's Spirit, leading thee into, and giving thee faithfully to walk in, 
the way that leads to eternal reſt. For our days in this world are but for 
a moment, and then we muſt be judged, and diſpoſed of by the Lord, 
for ever; each perſon according to the nature and ſpirit he is of, and ac- 
cording tq the deeds done in the body, whether they have been or 
evil. TM Lord give thee ſo to conſider thy ways, that thou mayeſt apply 
thy heart to true wiſdom ; which conſiſts in fearing of God, and departing 
from evil; which. the leaſt child, that is taught of God, learns; and thoſe 
that are grown up in holineſs and righteouſneſs, are ſkilful and perfect in; 
ſo * ey cannot do any thing againſt the truth, but in and for the 
truth. | 5 N | g 

There are alſo ſome queſtions anſwered; one about preaching the goſpel 
after the apoſtaſy, another about the reaſon of God's not teaching others 
what it pleaſeth him to teach us; and the way of his teaching us. There is 
likewiſe ſomewhat concerning the threefold appearance of Chriſt, and 
touching Mount Sinai, from whence the law of 1 letter was given; and 
Mount Sion, from whence the law of the Spirit goes forth; as like wiſe 
concerning the temple and ſacrifices, under the goſpel, and of the way to 
know one's election, and to obtain full aſſurance thereof, c. All theſe ſprang 
from life in my heart, for thy ſake who breatheſt after the Lord, and after 

his pure way and holy path of life, and who readeſt in humility, fear, - and 
uprightneſs ; and my prayers to the God of my life go along with them, 
that thy heart may be opened by him, in the reading of them, and that 
thou mayeſt have the ſenſe of them in the ſhinings of his light in thine own 
heart, whoſe work it is to cauſe it to ſhine out of the darkneſs; that his 
glorious goſpel may not be hid from the ſons of men; but, through the 
virtue, power, and operation of the Spirit of truth (which firſt convinceth - 
of ſin, and then leadeth out of it, into that which is pure and holy) they 
may come to be acquainted with the myſtery of life, which hath been hid 


from ages and generations, but is now made manifeſt to God's children and 


ſanctified ones; which being made manifeſt to them, is revealed and known 
to be Chriſt in them, the hope of glory. The Lord grant thou mayeſt 
know and experience him to be ſo to thee and in thee, Amen. 
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FEW WORDS in GENERAL, 
KNOWLEDGE of the Tzu GGP. 


The Inſpiration of the Almighty gioeth Underfanding... 5 
We know: that the Son f God is come, and. hath giuen us. an Under<- 
ſtanding,. that we muy: know him that is True. | 


| is a great matter to receive an underſtanding, from the Lord; which 
until a man doth, his knowledge is neither true, living, nor ſaving, 

Now, he that would receive an underſtanding from the Lord, muſt wait 
to know the beginnings of the new and holy underſtanding; and what that 
underſtanding and knowledge is, which ſtands in the way thereof, and how 
to part therewith :- and then he muſt faithfully loſe and part with, ir for 
the other; which is pure, true, and heavenly. 
And when a man hath received an underſtanding from the Lord, then he 
may weigh, conſider, and come to know things aright: but till then, deceit 
will lodge in his heart, and have power over him; and his very wiſdom and 
knowledge will pervert him, and turn him aſide from the way of life and 
truth. The wiſe profeſſing Jews were hindered from owning the Meſſiah, 
by the very knowledge which they had gathered and comprehended out of 
che letter of the ſcriptures. | | SY 

But if a man hath. received an underſtanding from the Lord' in mea- 
ſure, yet it is an hard matter to keep to that underſtanding ; and he muſt 
lie very low and humble, who ſo doth. Oh! what a.continual watch hath 
my ſoul had (and ftill hath) againſt that part wherein my religion formerly 
Rood! For though the Lord had reached to. the pure ſeed of life in me, 
and had quickened my ſoul thereby; yet I knew not how to turn to the 
ſeed, and abide in the ſeed, and to hold my knowledge and life there; but 
was till ſtriving to live and know (and comprehend and practiſe) in a part 
above the ſeed ; and the enemy was ſtill too hard for me, and did often de- 


prive me of the benefit or right uſe of what the Lord had wrought in me, 
and freely beſtowed upon. me. | 


A E | 5 Alas! 


A few Words in General, &c. 359 
Alas! who can underſtand this voice! Surely it is very hard for any fo to 
do, but ſuch who have had ſome ſenſible and lively experience thereof in 
themſelves; but for want of this doe, ſenſe, and ex; tence,” many 
are deeply deceived: ing the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and os ftare of their 
don ſouls, concerning faith in him, love to him, pardon of ſin and juſtifica- 
tion in and through Fon z regeneration and ſanctification by his Spirit; and 
concerning walking in the way of holineſs,” and obeying his commands; 
and ſo err in heart exceedingly (both in doctrine and practice) concerning 
the weighty things which appertain to ſalvation. 0 
Now I having erred in time paſt in my former profeſſions, and been 
deeply perplexed and diſtreſſed, through my erring from the holy ſeed, 
Spirit, and power of life; bear with me ! bear with mg! yea I ſay again, 
bear with me, if I pity others, and ſincerely deſire that their eyes may be 
opened to ſee the pure, living, holy, undefiled way, in which no defiled 
ſpirit can walk ; but a man muſt be truly made alive, and truly cleanſed in 
mind and ſpirit, before he can walk in this way. Now, if we experimentally, 
moſt tenderly, and in true love, witneſs, from the God of life and ſalvation, 
where the life of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the cleanſing of his blood and 
Spirit is met with, and that according to the plain teſtimony of the Erp- 
tures, why are ye offended with us for our love, and for telling you the 
truth, as the Lord hath opened our eyes, and taught us to ſee and read it 
in the ſcriptures of truth, and as we have experimentally found. it in Jeſus ?, 
Well! the Lord knoweth how we art many times mourning and praying 
for you, while ye are reviling and backbiting us; for we know the way and 
courſe of that ſpirit wherein ye oppoſe us. And, oh! that ye yourſelves 
alſo did know what ſpirit it is, which thus acts you! For chen, ſurely, ye 
would confeſs it to be the very fame which oppoſed Chriſt in the days of his 
fleſh, having only a different cover and way of appearance; that, cryi 
him up as to come; this, as already come; but denying him who i 
the Meffiah. For in that ye deny his Spirit, life, appearance and power, 
in the leaſt of his, ye deny him. Oh! that ye could feel the tender-bowels, 
truth of heart, and true underſtanding from God's Holy Spirit, wherein 
this is written! Oh! that ye could rightly diſtinguth between the precious _ 
and the vile; and not call that vile, which in God's fight is precious; not 
that precious, which in God's fight is vile. Ye muſt feel the holy feed, 
the living of God, judge in you ; and ye judge only in chat, or ye will err ia 


judging according to the appearance, and not judge the righteous judgment. 
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gat FEM concerning the] State of the Church as it was in the 
— poles Days, "and was to be afterwards.  _ 


Ven 1. As not the church exceeding, beautiful, and in heavenly 

glory, in the days of the apoſtles? Did ſhe only travail 
aer life and glory? Did ſhe not alſo bring forth? Did ſhe not witneſs the 
kingdom come, the power come, the eternal. life come? And did. ſhe, not 
paftake thereof, and dwell therein? Was ſhe not a woman cloathed with 
the ſun, and the moon under her feet, and crowned with a crown of twelve 
ſtars? Yea, did. ſhe not bring forth the man- child, which was to. rule all 
nations with a rod of iron? Who can read this ſtate, who is not in ſome 
meaſure a partaker of the ſame glory? 

Query 2. Was not this heaven afterwards w up, rolled ups. and did 
not this glory paſs away ? Did not the great re "nj. fight with the wo- 
man? And did ſhe not fly into. the wilderneſs, and was not the man-child 
caught up to God? And de not the remnant of her ſeed (who had the teſti- 
mony of Jeſus, and who kept his commandments) teſtify and propheſy in 
ſackcloth? Read the xith and xiith chapters of the Revelqtions.. . 

Query 3. Upon the flight of the true church into the wilderneſs (when 
ſhe was thus gone out of ſight) did not the falſe church ſtart up; which made 
a glorious and taking appearance in the world, to the eye of man's wiſdom ? 
Did not ſhe fit upon a ſcarlet· coloured beaſt (wiſe and ſtrong) —_—— p 
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Ad and Immareality brought to Light, &. 361 
heads, and ten harns ? Was ſhe not arrayed in purple and ſcarlet colour, 
and decked with gold, and, precious ſtones, and Is, having a 
cup in her hand, making the kings, nations, and inhabitants öf th 
drunk with the wine of her fornication ? What do thoſe things mean? 
did the wiſdom of God thus deſcribe her for? 

Quem 4. What did the true church carry into the wilderneſs with her, and 
what did ſhe leave behind her? Did not the temple, the altar, and the true 


worſhippers go along. with her? Did not the Gentiles, ſuch as were not 
true Jews, ſuch as could not come into the temple (but only into the out- 
ward court, and worſhip there), did not theſe ſtay. behind ? And had not 
theſe Gentiles henceforth (from the true church's flight into the wilderneſs) 
the outward court given to them, that they might. make uſe of it (and 
worſhip in it) as much as they would? The virtue, the life, the power, the 
Spirit being taken away, and removed with the true church; which fled 
into the wilderneſs, what did God regard the outward ? Leave it out of my 
meaſure, ſaith the Lord, and give it to the Gentiles, Rev. xi. 2. 
ery 5. What is the cup, the golden cup, which this falſe church hath in 
her hand, wherein are ſorceries and witchcrafts, wherewith.ſhe bewitcheth 
people,. and maketh them drunk ? Ts it not a glorious appearance of things. 
without the true life and power? Doctrines concerning God, doctrines con- 
cerning Chriſt, doctrines concerning worſhip, doctrines concerning ſanctity, 
& c. Yea; but the Spirit, the life, the power, that was in the apoſtles days, 
is wanting, What remains of theſe is to be found with the true church 
in the wilderneſs (the blood of whoſe ſeed ſhe drinks) not with her. | 

Query 6. What will become of this great woman in the end; this rich, 
this glorious church? Shall ſhe continue for ever? Shall ſhe fit as a queen 
for ever, and never ſee ſorrow ? Shall the true church never come out of 
the wilderneſs, to be reſtored to her beauty and glory again? Nay, nay; . 
in one day ſhall her plagues come; death, and mourning, and famine. It 
is true, ſhe is wiſe and ſtrong (and the beaſt alſo, on which ſhe ſits and rides, 
who is able to make war with? ſaith. man's wiſdom) ; but wiſer and ſtronger 

is the Lord God Almighty, who judgeth her, and-who is taking and will 
take to him his great power, wherewith he will thunder againſt her, until 
he hath brought her down, and her fleſh be utterly burnt with fire. 

Query 7. What ſhall become of thoſe who drink of her cup, and who- 
believe and worſhip -as ſhe teacheth ? Shall they not. all drink of the wine 
of the cup of the wrath of God Almighty, poured out without mixture ?. 
Shall they not partake of her dreadful plagues, im the hour of her judgment? 
Read Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. and chap. xviii. For theſe things are to come to 

aſs as certainly as they were foretold ; and when they do come to paſs, 

leſſed ſhall the ſaints be who have ſuffered with patience, keeping the com- 
mandments and the faith of Jeſus ; and woe will be to them who have perſe- 
cuted them, and drunk their blood. -Read the xuith, xivth, xviith, and xixth . 
chapters of the Revelations, which ſignify of, and teſtify to, theſe things. 

Vox. II. | Aa a. | Now: - 


* 


362 Life and Immortality brought to Light, &c. 
Now whereas many ſay, that the book of the Revelations is fach a myſti- - 
cal book, that it is not to be underſtood ; to what end then was it written? 
It was the revelation of Jeſus Chrift, which God gave unto him, to ſhew 
unto his ſervants things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs, chap. i. 1. and 
would Chriſt give them forth in ſuch words as could not be underftood ? 
Again it is ſaid, ver. 5. Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that bear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep thoſe things which are written therein; for 
the time is at band. How can any be bleſſed in reading, or how can any 
keep what is written therein, without underſtanding the things contained 
in it? How can any follow the true church into the wilderneſs, or avoid 
being taken with the golden Pp of fornications of the falſe church, or re- 
fuſe the mark of the beaſt (that he take it neither on his forehead nor 
hand, nor have the name of the beaſt upon him, nor ſo much as the num- 
ber of his name) unleſs he truly and rightly underftand' theſe warnings 


and deſcriptions of the Holy Spirit of God, given forth in the book, to pre- 


ſerve in the way of truth, in the way of life (tho' thro? great ſufferings and 
tribulations) out of the way of ſpiritual whoredom and death ? For myſtical 
Babylon, the nations of the earth and great-ones (generally) commit forni- 
cation with, Rev. xvii. 2. and xviii. 3. Indeed this book is a myſtery to 
man's wiſdom; for it was not given to the wiſdom of this world, but is hid 
from that; but God gave it Chriſt to give to his ſervants; and it is not a 


myſtery (but opened and revealed by the Father's Spirit) to the children of 
the true wiſdom, who are inſtructed and taught of God to eſcape the bed 
of whoredom and ſpiritual fornication, which the earthly wiſdom (in the 
wiſeſt men of this world) is intangled in. | 


IT. 


Some Queries on Chap. xxix, and xxx. of DEUT. compared with 


Rom. x. 


Query 1. INI D not God command Moſes to make a covenant with the 


children of Iſrael in the Land of Moab, beſides the covenant 
he made with them in Horeb ? Deut. xxix. 1. 


Oueſt. 2. What was this covenant? Was it of the ſame nature with the 


former, or was it of a different nature? Was not the former the covenant 


of the law? And was not this the covenant of the goſpel? Did not this 


covenant contain the promiſe of circumciſing the heart? Deut. xxx. 6. 


Whereas, under the other covenant, notwithitanding all the temptations, 


ſigns, and miracles which they had ſeen in Egypt, and in the wilderneſs, 


about the ſpace of forty years; yet the Lord had not given them an heart 
to perceive, and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear, unto that day. But Moſes and 
Aaron, with Caleb and Joſhua, who knew and partook of the other cove- 

| | | Hlant 


nant, they were of a better ſpirit, and underſtood the leadings and com- 
mands of God, and followed after him. FP 1 
Query 3. Had the Jews minded this covenant, might they not have been 
able to keep the other alſo? Did any fail in ſacrifices, or outward obedience 
to the law, who kept to this covenant? What an holy man was Samuel, who 
did not ſo much as err in government, but could plead with the people, 
Whoſe. ox or aſs have I taken, or whom have I defrauded or oppreſſed? 
Zacharias, and Elizabeth his. wife, walked in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord: blameleſs. And ſo the children of God in the goſ- 
el, who have a new heart, and a new ſpirit, and walk not after the fleſh, 
bo after the Spirit and law of lite in Chriſt Jeſus, they alſo fulfil the righte- 
ouſneſs of the law declared in the Letter, Rom. viii. 4. = 


* * 


Query 4. What is the commandment of this covenant, and where is it 
written? The commandments of the other covenant are written in the law 
of Moſes, and in tables of ſtone; but where is this commandment written, 
or where is it to be found? Is it in heaven above, to be fetched down from 
thence; or is it beyond the ſea? Sc. Nay, is it not very nigh ? Is not the 
Word of this commandment nigh in the mouth and in the heart? And is it 
not tliere placed by the Lord for this very end, that men might hear it and 
dan? NE „ 
Query g. Was not this the Word or commandment of life and good, or 
of death and evil to the Jews? (See chap. xxx. 14, 15.) And js it not fo 
alſo to mankind? He that hears and obeys the word of this commandment, 
doth he not live and partake of good? He that diſobeys it, doth he not 
die, and undergo wrath and evil, tribulation and anguiſh upon his ſoul from 
the hand of the Lord, either poured out upon him at preſent, or treaſured 
up for him againſt hereafter ? Read Rom. ii. 5, 6, Sc. . 
Query 6. Was not this other covenant, this ſecond covenant, this new 
covenant, which God bid Moſes make with them then, the ſame which 
God makes with believers in the days of the goſpel? The old covenant had 
been made with the Jews before; was not this the new? They had had 
the law in the letter before, wherein the commandment was afar off; but is 
not the commandment of the new covenant (the law of the Spirit. of life) 
nigh? And had not the people of the Jews the Spirit of the Lord nigh to inſtruct 
them, by virtue of this covenant? That they had ſo, is plain, Nebem. ix. 
20. and Iſai. Ixiii. 10,; but whether they had the Spirit nigh to them by 
virtue of the old covenant, or by virtue of the new (which Moſes was ap- 
pointed by God to make with them, as is afore expreſſed) let the wiſe in 
heart conſider. And whether the tender mercies which God all along ex- 
preſſed to them (as is mentioned Jai. iii. 7.) were by virtue of that cove- 
nant wherein God had continual advantages and provocations againſt them, 
or by virtue of this covenant, from. which mercy and redemption 1s conti- 
nually ſpringing freely towards the Iſrael of dd 


Aa a 2 | ] | Query 


ality brought to Light, &c. 
Query 7. Whether the Word of faith which the apoftles:preached, was 
* ane Word nigh in the mouth and heart which Moſes preached ? Is 
not the Word of life, the Word of faith, the Word of the new covenant, 
one and the fame thing in all ages and generations? Indeed there are out- 
ward ſayings and teſtimonies her divers manners; but Chrift is the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. And the commandment of life in the 


mouth and. heart changeth not, but is always one and the fame. © 


Query 8. What is the juſtification under this - covenant; or what is that 
which God hath an eye to in juftifying any perſon here? Is it not the obe- 


dience of faith? What doth God condemn but unbelief? And will he not 


juſtify faith? For faith flows from life, and life from Chriſt. So that in- 
deed here the holy root makes all that are of it holy, and the righteous 


root makes all that are of it righteous ; and he that doth righteouſneſs is 


righteous, even as he is righteous, 1 John iii. 7. And Chriſt is here in- 
deed made unto the ſoul that thus receives him and obeys him as the 
Word and commandment of life: I ſay, he is indeed made unto ſuch an 
one of God wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption; and 
bleſſed are they that do not miſtake about this, but come truly to wit- 


neſs it. | 
N 
Some Queries concerning · Deſtruction and Saluation. 
Query 1. XITHETHER there be not ſomewhat which deſtroys, which 


VV hath the nature of death and deſtruction in it, and which 


leaveneth with death and deſtruction, as it is let in and received ? 


Query 2. Whether there be not ſomewhat alſo which ſaves, which hath 


the nature of life and ſalvation in it, and which leaveneth with life and ſal- 


vation, as it is let in and received? | 
Query 3. Whether that which deſtroys be not near, and whether that 


which ſaves be not near alſo? (Doth not Chriſt ſtand at the door and 
knock? And may not he be heard and let in? See Rev. iii. 20.). 


Query 4. Whether this, which is fo near, and ſo able to ſave, was not 
that which ſaved in all ages and generations, even before Chriſt appeared 


in a body of fleſh, and the ſhedding his blood? 


5. Whether, after Chriſt appeared in a body of fleſh, and ſhedding 


his blood, any can be ſaved thereby; or by any believing on Chriſt what- 


ſoever; without letting in or receiving that life and power which faves? Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked. He that believeth in the power which 
raiſed our Lord Jeſus Chrift from the dead, and is ſubject to the __ 
ſhall be redeemed and ſaved thereby. For death came by the ſoul's ſepara- 
tion from the power which gave life, and Chriſt ſaves by bringing to the 
power again (fo that he that would indeed be ſaved by Chrift, muſt believe 


in God through him, and feel the power which redeems). But let a man 


believe 
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believe ever ſo much concerning God and Chriſt, er 
be changed by the virtue and operation of this, he cannot be ſaved, but is 
ſtill in bis fins, and under condemnation and wrath, becauſe of ſin, 


what 
ever he thinks of himſelf. | 
yeſterday, to-day, and 


' Query 6. Whether Chriſt was not the ſame 
ever; even. before he took up the body of fleſh, while he was in the. body, 
4 3 laid down the body, and after he took it up again — ＋ in 
it to his diſciples ? 

uery hether Chriſt, where he inwardly and ſpiritually appears and 
is — doth not diſcover, ſhake, diſſettle, and remove that nature, 
which cannot receive the law, and fo bring up and bring forth the heavenly 
ſeed, which was afore the-law (which is appointed by God for a generation 
to himſelf) which always doth the will of him who hs it, and who 
e 3 


IV. 


Some Queries on Coxens. i i. 27, 28, 29. {Obſerve PD: in ver. 27 
whereas it ir in our common Tranſlation rendered, This Myſtery among 
the Gentiles ; it is in ſome other Tranſlations rendered, This — 
in the Gentiles; and ſo it is in the Greek. : 


Query I. HETHER there be not a myſtery of kale, 2 555 
tery of life; ſomewhat of true light hidden, ſomewhat of 
true life hidden in the Gentiles? Whatſoever makes manifeſt, is light, 
faith the apoſtle, Epbeſ. v. 13, 14. And that which may be known of God, 
1s manifeſt in them, Rom. i. Is there not ſomewhat in the Gentiles, which 
in ſome meaſure diſcovers ſomewhat contrary to God in them, and is many 
times working in their minds againft it? Is not this of a _— nature? 
and hath it not precious virtue and power in it, eee it be little took no- 
tice of by them? + 
Query 2. Do not the ſaints know what this myſtery is? Do they not know 
what is the riches and glory of it * Indeed it hath been hid from ages and 
generations, ſo that they knew it not; but is it hid from the ſaints alſo in | 
the day of the goſpel ? is it not revealed in them and to them: 
ery 3. What is this myſtery in them in whom it is revealed ? Is. it not 
Chriſt in them? Is it not the hope of glory in them? Do they not know: it 
to be Chriſt? Do they not know it to be the hope of glory? Who can 
damp the faith, or darken the knowledge, of thoſe who feel the myſtery of 
life revealed in them ? who feel Chriſt (the hope of glory) living, dwell- 
—— and reigning in the authority and power of the ather, in 1eir own 
earts ? 
Query 4. Did not the apoſtles preach this myſtery ? ? Did they not 3 
the word of faith * the hear: : the kingdom within ? Chriſt, the 


hope 


1 
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hope of glory within? Did they not preach this meſſage of the goſpel 
(which they had from Chriſt to carry to men) that Gad is Light, and in him 
7s no-darkneſs at all? And did they not preach it to this very end, to turn 
men, and bring men from the darkneſs within to the light within? that in 
it they might have union and fellowſhip with God, who is Light. Can 
any have fellowſhip with God, who is Light, but as his ſpirit is brought 
out of the inward darkneſs into the inward light? „ ee of A 

Query 5. What did the apoſtle Paul, and the other apoſtles aim at, in 
their warning men and teaching them in all wiſdom ? Was it not to perfect 
the work of God in them, and that they might preſent every man perfect 
in Chriſt Jeſus? FFC CEE 

Query 6. Did not the grace and power of God go along with the apoſtles, 
and work in them mightily to this end, even for the perfecting the ſaints? 
And the grace and power of God, working mightily againſt ſin and the 
power of Satan, is it not able to conquer Satan, and to make him fall 
like lightening, and to trample him under feet? Conſider ver. 19. and 
2 Te, 12. ee 5 : . 

Query 7. Did the apoſtles ever preach ſuch a doctrine, that no man could 
be perfected in this life; but man muſt always (every day) be committing 
ſin? Nay, did they not ſpeak wiſdom among them that were perfect, and 
ſay, Let as many of us as be perfect, be thus minded? Did they not diſtin- 

uiſh between the weak, and between the ſtrong and perfect? Do they not 
ak of ſome that had overcome the wicked one, and were born of God, 
and did not ſin? It is a precious thing to feel the power of God regenerating 
the mind; but it is much more precious to witneſs it regenerated. But that 
ſtate none know but they that are in it; but this is moſt certain, that fin is 
ſhut out of it, and that all things are new there. 

Query 8. Will the myſtery of life, where it is received and turned to, 
ever ceaſe working againſt the myſtery of death, until it hath wrought ir 
out of the mind? Shall judgment never be brought forth unto victory over 
ſin in the heart? Shall there never be pure and full communion with the 
Lord here in this world, without the interruption of fin ? Theſe things, ſaith 
John, I write to you, that your joy may be full. Shall the joy never be full 
in any? How can the joy be full, where ſin hath power and breaks in upon 
the ſoul, and prevaileth upon the mind, even to the committing of it daily? 
The ſoul that is weary of ſin, and grieved at its grieving God's Spirit 
thereby, can never come to full union and fellowſhip with the Lord, nor to 
have its joy full, while it doth that which grieves God's Spirit; for it is im- 
3 it ſhould grieve the ſoul alſo, and weaken its joy and rejoicing 
in tne . ; 


d 4 a 


V. Some 


in ſeveral weighty 2 * A Jy 


V. 
Some Yeeries concerning the Way of Lis, and Myſtery * the 22 


Query 1. TS not the way of life, the way of holineſs, the way of ruth, 
the way of peace, one and the ſame in all ages and generations? 
Was there | ever, or ſhall there ever be another than that which was from the 
beginning? | 
Query 2. Is not this way a pure way, a clean way * ? Can any FRA thing 
walk in it? Is not the gate ſtrait, and the way narrow, that. leadeth unto 
life? Is it eaſy finding it? or is it eaſy entering into it, and walking in it? 
Doth not the corruption and unholineſs of the hearts of many, hinder. them 
from walking in the holy way of life and peace ? 

Query 3. Is not this way a myſtery ? Can any learn it but thoſe whoſe eyes 
are opened by the Lord, and to whom the myſtery is revealed by him ? Can 
any diſcern or underſtand i it, but the children of the pure heavenly wiſdom, | 
whom the 1 teacheth, and whoſe eyes he — to ſee and juſtify it 
in every age? 

Query 4. Is not the whole viſion of God, the whole viſion of life, the 
whole viſion of peace, a book ſealed to all forts (both learned and unlearned 
in every age and generation) but thoſe to whom the Lord unſeals it ? | 

Query 5. May not ſuch as are not at all acquainted with the myſtery. of 
lineſs, the myſtery of life, the myſtery. of redemption, read what the 
criptures ſay concerning theſe things, and get a great deal of knowledge 
| (from the letter of the ſcriptures) into their minds, and be able to raiſe doc- 
trines, reaſons, uſes, &c. and back all by ſcriptures very plentifully ? But 
are not thoſe who teach not from the myſtery of life, and gift of the Spirit, 
but only what they have gathered and formed from the. letter ; I ſay, are 
not ſuch blind leaders of the blind? and is it poſſible but that they them- 
ſelves, and ſuch as follow them, ſhould fall into the ditch? For it is only 
the myſtery of life and redemption (not a literal knowledge and wiſdom, 
though with an endeavour to practiſe according thereto) which preſerves out 
of the ditch. Oh! that this were duly conſidered of for | it ĩs tenderly and 
weightily propoſed. 

®yery 6. What is the knowledge of Chriſt which FLO ? Is it a know- 
ledge of him after the letter, or a knowledge of him in the Spirit and power 
of the endleſs life? Can he be known truly, livingly, and ſavingly, without 
the Father's revealing him in man? Or can any truly call him Lord, but 
they that are firſt taught by the Father to diſcern his ſpiritual and heavenly 
glory, and to receive him and bow to him in Spirit? 

2yery 7. What is it to kiſs the Son? Can any do ſo but thoſe who diſcern 
and receive the light of his Spirit? 


Very 
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Query 8. Can any truly know the Father, unleſs the Son reveal him? or- 
can any know the Son, unleſs the Father reveal him? I know men may get 
notions out of the ſcriptures concerning God the Father and his Son: but 
can they get true knowledge of either without the inſpiratien of the Al- 
mighty which giveth underſtanding? od ary db 

Nr 9. Can any-perſon fear God and depart from evil (any-where upon- 
the face of the earth) without ſome viſit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to his ſoul, 
and without receiving ſomewhat of life and power from him? He is the wiſ- 
dom of God, he can teach this; but can any elſe teach it? If none elſe can 
teach it, then he that learned it, muſt needs learn it of him. Is not this 

to wit, to fear God and depart from evil) the path of wiſdom, which is 
id from all living, but ſuch as are taught by Chrift, who is the wiſdom of 
God? Read Fob xxviii. 12. to the end of the chapter, and confider. For 
doth not the Spirit of Chriſt, which convinceth of fin, reach to all men, and 
miniſter to all men, inwardly and ſpiritually, in ſome days of inſtruction about 
fearing God and departing from evil ? „„ 
Query 10. Can any be acquainted with the fear of God, and be ſenſible 


of the hour of his judgment, and give glory to him and worſhip him, but 


they muſt know and receive the everlaſting goſpel? They that are ſent to 
preach this after the apoſtaſy, are they not ſent to preach it as the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel? Read Rev. xiv. 6, 7. and conſider. For come to life and power 

in any doctrine, which Chriſt ſends his meſſengers to preach towards the 

ſalvation of mens ſouls, a man comes to the goſpel preſently; but read and 
aſſent to, and practiſe all the things (as well as men can) related in the 

ſcriptures, without the life and power, and ſo acknowledge and believe all 
that is ſaid concerning Chriſt; yet for all this, and in the midſt of all this, 
a man may miſs of the goſpel; for the goſpel is an hidden myſtery of the 
life and power, ſee Coloſſ. i. 26, 27. | ; 

Query 11. Is not the meſſage of the goſpel; That God is Light, and in 
him is no. darkneſs at all? Doth not the Spirit of Chriſt preach this, more 
or leſs, to all people under heaven? Yea, is not the -goſpel preached in 
every creature, and hid in thoſe that are loft, whom the god of this world 
blindeth ? For is not the Spirit of God, in ſome meaſure, every-where con- 


vincing men of fin, and drawing them out of darkneſs into the ſenſe and obe- 


dience of light? And will not this be the general and univerſal condemnation 
of the world, that they did not bring their deeds to the light, but turned 
from it and hated it, loving the darkneſs more than it, hecauſe their deeds 
were evil, and they had not a mind to part with them, but to remain and 
abide in them? , F SHS Seen 
Alas! alas! men ſhould paſs thr the knowledge of things he 
letter, into the knowledge Le — Spirit and power of the endleſs 


life; but inſtead thereof, men ſtick in their apprehenſions of the letter: and 
if any man be taught of God, and have the things of his kingdom, and 
| the-myſtery of the ſcriptures, revealed to him in the Spirit, and fo —_ of 
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them in the words which God's: wiſdom teacheth; -yet ſo men know them 
not, but oppoſe and reſiſt the miniſtration of life and power in their day 
and generation! And this will be bitterneſs in the latter end, even as bitter 


to the profeſſors of this age, . 
305 „ e ee 


Some = — Righteouſneſs or Juſtification. 

Query x. s there not a new covenant under the goſpel, as well as there 
was an old covenant under the law ? 
| Query 2. What did the old covenant require? Did it not require obe- 
dience to the law of Moſes? What doth the new covenant require? Doth 
it not require faith in Chriſt and obedience to his Spirit? Doth it not re- 
quire faith in the grace, and obedience to the grace which bri 3 

tion. teaching to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, Sc. 

Query 3. What is the righteouſneſs or juſtification in the old covenant ? 
What doth God juſtify in the old covenant? Doth he not juſtify the obe- 
dience thereto, and condemn all diſobedience ? What is the righteouſneſs or 
Juſtification of the new covenant ? What doth God juſtify in men under the 
new covenant ? Doth he not juſtify their faith in Chriſt, and their obedience 
to the law of his Spirit? Is not whatſoever is not of faith fin, and condemned ; 

and whatſoever is of faith holy, and,juſtified ? 

Query 4. What is faith? Is it not the gift of God? What i is obedience ? ? 
Doth it not flow from faith? Is it not performed by the power and in the 
newneſs of the Spirit? and is not that juſtifiable, and always juſtified in the 
ſight of God? Doth it not ſpring from the new tree, from the holy root of 
life in the heart ? and whatſoever ſprings therefrom,” is it not holy and righ- 
teous ? And is not whatſoever is truly Vols and righteous, juſtified and ac- 
counted righteous by the holy and righteous God; 

Query 5. To what end was Chriſt made under the law, and did fulfill — 
righteouſneſs of the law? Was it not that he might accompliſh and fulfill 
that righteouſneſs, and ſo make way for the bringing in of the everlaſtin 
righteouſneſs, even of the righteouſneſs of his own nature and Spirit, which 
is everlaſting? Is not this the righteouſneſs which the children of the new 
covenant e 3 in the new an living way ? Is not this far beyond the 
righteouſneſs of the law, if they could fulfill it ever ſo exactly from the 
letter? For I feel a vaſt difference between that righteouſneſa ich would 
belong to me from the law, and the righteouſneſs which flows into 
heart from the nature and Spirit of Chriſt revealed in me, and which — 

up in me from my union with him: for this is abſolutely a Woo: of 
another nature, 0 a e. kind, of another root. . 
Vai. II. i low Hd bor: ee en frat 4 -  - Query 
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Query 6. If Chriſt's fulfilling the law of: Moſes, che law of the firſt cove=- 
nant, were imputed to us as our righteoulnels, and we juſtified in the ſight: 
of God thereby, were not then our righteouſneſs the righteouſneſs of the 
firſt covenant in nature, and our juſtification. a juſtification. by the righte- 
ouſneſs of the firſt covenant ? For Chriſt was made under the law, made 
under the firſt covenant, and fulfilled the righteouſneſs of the firſt cove- 
nant; ſo that if that be imputed to us for righteouſneſs, then the righ- 
teouſneſs of the firſt covenant is imputed. to us for righteouſneſs, and is our 


righteouſneſs. | | N | 

Query 7. Was not faith imputed to Abraham for righteouſneſs ?: What 
was his righteouſneſs? Was it not the faith which he had from Chriſt, 
whereby and wherewith he believed God 2 Is not faith of the nature of 
Chriſt ? Is not true faith juſtified for ever, and doth it not juſtify him in. 
whom it is found? And doth not goſpel-obedience flow from faith? and 
_ hath it not of the nature of faith. in it? Oh! how. pure and precious was 
it in the eye of God, that Abraham reaſoned not, conſulted not with fleſh. 
and blood, but retired into faith in the pure power | He believed God, ſay 
the ſcriptures, and it was accounted to bim for righteouſneſs : and ſhall it 
not be imputed to us. alſo, if we have the fame faith, and believe in the 
ſame power? FAY | 1 1 55 


Some Queries about being under the Lau, and being under Grace. 
HE THER they that have received the Spirit of grace, 


Query 1. 
and are under the Spirit of grace; I ſay, whether they are 
under the-law alſo, or witneſs freedom therefrom ? N | 
Query 2. What is the law? Is it not a miniſtration of death, of bondage, 
of. condemnation ? What is the Spirir of. the Lord, the Spirit of grace? Is 
it not a Spirit of life, a Spirit of liberty, a Spirit that frees from bondage? 
They that have received it, and are in ſubjection to it, do they not partake: 
of its liberty, and through it come into dominion over ſin and death? - 
Query 3. Is the law to the righteous or unrighteous ? Whom was it made 
for? He that cometh. into the holy and righteous nature of the feed, doth he 
not come from under the law? Doth he not come into the nature, ſtate and 
Spirit, which is. free from the la Wr? | , 
Query 4, What is it to corne through the law into the liberty and redemp- 
tion of ſons? What is it to know the ſeed free in the particular, and to 
come into the freedom of the ſeed ? Doth not the Son free, the Truth. 
of God make free, all that come to it and dwell in it? and are not they 
that are made free by it, free indeed? O Sion! thy children are all free- 
born! Jeruſalem which is above, is free, which is the mother of us all; and. 
the bringeth forth. none but free. children. They that dwell in. the — 
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their States by. For it is good for: every one to know. 
be miſtaken 1 in a Matter of fo great Concernment. 


of notion, the) 
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> 1. 18 t, heart, mind, foul and for God to 

Yo $34 ſin Who dwells in thy and hody, + remple for Spirit or 
che unc ? Is that diſlodged and purged out of thee, wick which 
God will not dwell? Is that diſcovered and taken away, in which the wicked 
one dwelleth? O Jeruſalem ! wafh thine heart from wickedneſs; bow long 
ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee! O Jeruſalem! wilt chou not be 
made clean? When ſhall it once be? Is not forbearing to touch every un- 
clean thing, and cleanſing from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, more neceſ- 
ſary to the ſtate of a fon and daughter n —. 
dre aware of? Read 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. and chap. vn. x. 

Dnery 2. Is Chriſt revealed in thee? Doth God dwell aber in any 
heart, but where Chriſt i is, but where he is inwardly and ſpiritually revealed ? 
Know ye not that Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates? And can any know 
Chriſt in them, who have not had him revealed there by the Father? Al. 
moſt all ſorts of pretenders to Chrift own him as fpoken of without; but 
the true Chriſtian witneffeth him revealed within: for it pleaſeth the Father 
to reveal the Son in ſuch ; and none can mhm but 
as Chriſt is in ſome meaſure made manifeſt within. * 15 
Query 3. Ho doſt thou confeſs Jefus to be the Lord? Isirby notions from 
the = or by feeling his Spirit and power revealed within, and thy heart 
made ſubject to his Spirit and power inwardly revealed? For qere is a con- 
feſſing Chriſt in and by the Spirit, and a confeſſing him without che Spirit, 

according as men can read, conceive, and apprehend of him from che letter. 
Conſider which of theſe thine is. 
Query 4. Art thou come out of the apoſtaſy and ſpirit of darkneſs, into 
che light and Spirit of Chriſt? What was the apoſtafy from? Was it net 
from the Spirit, from the anointing? Wherein did ir conſiſt ? Did ic _— 
in holding a knowledge of Chrift, and form of godlinefs out of the 
Art thou returned to the anointing? To the Holy Spirit of che — 
Haſt thou received it? Doſt thou Ie and walk in it, and not fut che 
laſts of the fleſh? - 

Query g. Doſt thou knw the tree of righteouſneſs, and the * un- 
righteouſneſs, inwardly ? Haſt thou felt the axe laid to the root of the cor- 
rupt tree, and it cut down; and the holy plant of God (the plant of his 

B b b 2 renown) 
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renown) planted. in thy heart, and bringing forth fruit to him? Can the 
fruit ever become good in thee till the tree be made good? Can the corrupt 
tree ever bring forth the holy fruit of righteouſneſs to the Lord? Ohl mind 
thy growth! I mean, from what thou groweſt, and from what thy fruit 
proceedeth : for all the knowledge, faith, love, zeal, practices, Sc, which 
proceed not from the renewed Spirit and nature, is not the good fruit which 
God calls for and accepts; but the denying the leaſt cuſtom or faſhion. of 
this world, from à renewed nature, and from the drawings and teachings of 
God's Spirit, is good fruit, and accepted by him. 
Query 6. Can any be redeemed to God, but by his judgment and righ- 
teouſneſs revealed in them? Is the foul.redeemed from its enemies, while its 
enemies remain in ſtrength, and have the dominion over it? Where grace 
is received, and the ſoul taught by it and ſubject to it; doth it not break 
the dominion of ſin? As the ſpirit of judgment and. burning is felt in any 
heart, doth it not cut down and burn up ſin there? And as the righteous 
Spirit is turned to, is not his righteous nature received, and doth not the 
holy and righteous ſeed pune uf in the heart? and as it ſpringeth up, doth 
it not redeem and deliver that which is joined to it? Can any be redeemed 
by a righteouſneſs at a diſtance, without partaking of the new, and holy, 
and righteous image of the Son? And. he that is righteous in meaſure, 
he may do righteouſneſs : but no man can do righteouſneſs, until he become 
righteous, by being joined to, changed by, and in ſome "meaſure brought 


forth a new: plant to God, in the new, righteous, and holy ſeed. See 


1 Jobn iii. 7 | | my 
Query 7. Do ye indeed know the new covenant ? Was it ever inwardly re- 


vealed in you? Do ye know the difference between reading the holy direc- 
tions given forth: in the ſcriptures, and ſo getting them into your minds and 


practiſing them, as well as you can; I ſay, do ye know the difference be- 
tween this and God's writing them in your hearts,, and cauſing you to walk 
in his ways? Do ye know the difference between reading in the letter and 
in the Spirit; and between walking according to the oldneſs of the letter, 
and according to. the newneſs of. the Spirit ? Oh ! that ye might not be de- 
ceived about theſe things, but might know the truth, as it is in Jeſus, and 


come into fellowſhip with us therein! For truly our fellowſhip is with the 


Father and the Son, in that which changeth not, but is one and the ſame 
for ever: yea, the Lord our God hath redeemed us out of all the changeable 


Ways, religions and worſhips, into the one pure way of life, and into the 


worſhip in the one Spirit and truth, which changeth not, but is ſtill what 
it was, even one and the ſame before the law of Moſes, or writings of the 
prophets, all the time of the law, while Chriſt was in the fleſh, afterwards 
when he was revealed in Spirit, and all the time of the apoſtaſy, and after 


the apoſtaſy, and ſo for ever. 
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Queſt. 7 HY doth God. after the. apoftafy ſend an angel in preach the- 
Q . everlaſting goſpel, after a. manner different from what” it was 
| preached before the apoſtaſy ? Hor was it ,preached before: the apaſta) Was it 
zot preached thus, T hat in Cbriſt alone is remiſſion ef fins, and ſalvation through 
faith in his blood? How is it to be preached after tbe apoftaſy? Is not an angel 
from God ſent to preach it thus ; Fear God, and give glory ta him; for the hour 
of his judgment is come; and "worſhip him: that made heaven and earth; and 
the ſea, and the fountains of waters* Is this the ſame goſpel: that was 
preached before? How different is the ſound thereof | Surely this would: ſeem not. 
the ſame, but rather another goſpel,. to any man who is not taught of God, and 
bath nat received of bim * true r to ee and diſcern the nature 
of things. 

a The goſpel. iS abs fame in ſubſtance, though. differing i in Grad 
and manner of appearance; and they that judge not according to appear- 
ance, bur judge righteous judgment, experience it to be the ſame : for who- 
ever receives the goſpel thus preached, receives the power of God unto 
ſalvation, which goeth along with his fear, and with the hour of qudgrnant; 
and with the true worſhip. _. 1 

And this is the reaſon why the Lord ſends his angel thus to preach. its 85 
that he might ſhut out the birth of the falſe wiſdom, and convey it to the 
children of the true wiſdom. For in the apoſtaſy, the doctrines of — 
knowledge of Chriſt had been corrupted, and held in the wrong part; and 
| eps er, =o knowledge: and a dead belief, nnen | 

Therefore to ſhut out theſe, God fo orders his: goſpel to . be preached, as 
theſe cannot underſtand it, nor know it to be the goſpel, nor come into 
this ſpiritual miniſtration of it; but thoſe whom the Lord toucheth, whoſe 
hearts he openeth and quickeneth, they (in the demonſtration of his Spirit) 
have the ſenſe and obedience of it: for men had got a form af religion, a 
form of knowledge, a form of doctrine, a form of worſhip out of the power. 
Therefore the Lord comes with the light of his Spirit, to ſever between that 
which was known and held out of the power, and that which was received 
and held in the power, and ſo preached the truth, that none but thoſe that a 
are of the truth, can own and receive it. 

Had he ſent an angel to preach the birth of Chriſt, the death of Chriſt, his ; 
reſurrection, c. all So dead would receive this; but to preach thus, Fear Ged, x 
come to the Spirit of judgment and burning; worſhip him that made the heaven, the. 
earth, the ſea, and fountains of waters; who can underſtand what this means? 
Who can know this to be the everlaſting goſpel, but he that is taught of 


| God? 
run 
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* This is to preach God the creator, ſaith the wiſe [profeſſor ; this is not ts 
preach Chriſt the redeemer; this is nos to preach the everlaſting goſpel, will they 
readily ſay. Ves; but God vho is wiſe, and knows what the goſpel is, 
and ſends his angel to preach it after the apoſtaſy, ſends it thus to be preach- 
ed to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people: read Rev. iv. 6, 7. and 
conſider ſeriouſiy, and ſpurn not againſt. the way of God's preaching his 
everlaſting truth, herein is w 3 eternal ſalvation and happineſs 
of mankind ; yea, more eſpecially of this age, who ought to bow to God 
in this his way of diſpenſing his truth, which he himſelf hath choſen. 
Nou, confider this one thing; was ever the goſpel thus preached before 
this age? The ſame goſpel was preached from the beginning; but was it 
ever thus preached before? The ſeed of the woman ſball bruiſe the Serpent's 
head; ſo it was preached to Adam: In thy ſeed ſhall all the families of the 
earih.be blefſed; ſo it was preached to Abraham: To us a child is born, to us 
a Son is given, &c. ſo it was preached in the days of the prophets : By this 
man, every one that believeth in his name, ſhall receive -remiſſion of fins. So it 
was preached in the apoſtles days. | 5 
And in the reformation from popery, ſome of the doctrines about -free 
juſtification. by grace, and of remiſſion of fins by faith in Chriſt, &c. were re- 
yived ; but, was it ever —_—_— thus before our age ? Did perſons ever come 
forth in the power and authority of God, bidding men fear him, and be 
ſenſible of the hour of his judgment, even of his mighty day which was at 
hand; and come out of all falſe ways and worſhips, into the worſhip of 
him who made heaven and earth, and the fea, and fountains of waters? 1 
fay, did perſons ever come forth thus, and preach the everlaſting goſpel 


thus, preach. theſe doctrines to men, as the goſpel of God, before this day ? 


And let men well conſider, whether it be not indeed of God, and by his 
command and power thus preached ; and take heed of oppoſing his meſſage, 
leſt they be found fighters againft him. | | 

For mind: was not this always the ſum and ſubſtance in every diſpenſa- 
tion? Could men be ſaved by believing that the ſeed of the woman ſpould 
bruiſe the Serpent's bead? Or that in Abraham's ſeed all the families of the 
earth ſhould be bleſſed ? Or, that a child ſhould be born, and a Son given? Or 
that, through Chriſt's name, remiſfion of fins was to be bad, &c.? without 
coming into the true fear, which teacheth and cauſeth to depart from evil; 
and without giving glory to God, in bowing to his Spirit's inſtructions and 
teachings ; and without worſhipping him, who made heaven and earth, and 
| fea, and fountains of waters? Or could any fear the Lord, and give glory to 

him, and come under the hour of his judgment, and worſhip him, who 
made heaven, and earth, and ſea, and fountains of waters; but they mutt 
2 the power of the goſpel overcoming their ſpirits, and leading them 

ither. 5 3 ' 


X. Two 


Queſt. 2. But hat is the way wherein God teacheth you ? may ſome ſay. 
 Anſw. Thus God teacheth us, by giving us an 1 to know 
him that is true, and by opening an ear in us to hear his voice ; and ſo, 
being kept within the limits of that underſtanding and ear, we come to 
hear and know aright.  —_ et bac V 
Take beed (ſaid Chriſt) bow ye bear. Ohl the Lord hath made us ſenſible 
of the weight of that ſcripture; and we have often experienced, that it is 
eaſy to hear amiſs, and read amiſs, and pray amiſs, and believe amiſs, and 
hope amiſs; but hard to do any of theſe aright. Therefore, we are taught 
ſtill to wait for the ſtirring of the waters, for the moving of God's Holy 
Spirit upon our ſpirits. and then healing virtue and ability is felt and re- 
ccived from him, to perform what he require. . 
Thus, when we read the ſcriptures, our eyes are towards him, and we 
watch againſt our own underſtandings, againſt what they could gather 
or comprehend of themſelves, and wait to feel how he will open our ſpirits, 
and what he will make manifeſt to them, being opened; and if he drop 
down nothing, we gather nothing; but if he give light, then in his 34 
we ſee and receive light. So in praying, we wait to feel the birth of life 
(which is of the Father, and which the Father. hears) breathe in us; and. 
ſo far as the Spirit of the Father breathes upon it, and it breathes to the Fa- 
ther, ſo far we pray; and when life ſtops, we ſtop, and dare not offer up to 
God any ſacrifice of our own, but what the Father prepares and gives us, 
So in eating and drinking, and whatever we do, our heart is retired to the 
Lord, and we wait to feel every thing ſanctified by his preſence and bleſſing :; 
and, indeed, here every thing is ſweet unto us. And in whatever God en- 
ables us to do, we narrowly watch to that direction of Chriſt, not to let the 
left band know what the right baud doth. For we are nothing of ourſelves, 
nor can do any thing of ourſelves; therefore whatever is done in us, as we 
feel the grace of God, the virtue and power of his life working all in us; 
lo it is ſtill given us to attribute all the honour and glory thereto... 


And. 
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And in this temper of oo we find nothing too hard for us; for the 
ſtrength of Chriſt is ſtill at hand, even in the midſt of our weakneſs; and 


the riches of the kingdom is ſtill at hand in the midſt of our poverty and 


nothingnels ; and his ſtrength works, and our weakneſs doth not hinder the 
lory of him that works through it. So being beaten to it, by conſtant 
nie and daily experience, that it is not by our willing or running, accord- 
ing to our wiſdom and ſtrength, that we can attain any thing; but by God's 
ſhewing merty to us in Chriſt; we therefore daily wait at the poſts of God's 
heavenly wiſdom, to feel the gate of mercy and tender love opened to us, 
and mercy and love flow in upon us; whereby we may, and dally do obtain 
what our hearts deſire and ſeek after, bleſſed be the Lord for ever. 
And truly here in the ſpringings of love, and openings of mercy from our 
God, we have fellowſhip and converſe with the Father and Son, and one 
with another, in the holy Spirit of life; and we teſtify of theſe things to 
others, that they alſo might come'into the ſame fellowſhip; and be of the 
ſame faith which flows from, and abides in, and makes living, in the power 
and life eternal. ” | e 1 | 
© The Lord guide all tender, breathing, panting 'ſpirits hither, that they 
may be ſatisfied in the goodneſs and loving-kindneſs of the Lord, and may 
eat abundantly of the fatneſs of his houſe, 'and drink of the rivers of his 
pleaſures, and not wander up and down any longer in their own barren 
thoughts, apprehenſions, and conceivings upon the ſcriptures. 


Of the threefold Appearance of Chriſt ; to wit, under the Law, in a 
Body of Fleſh, and in his Spirit and Power. . 


TNIRST, Under the law. Various were the appearances of Chriſt ; 
T* ſometimes as an angel, in the likeneſs of a man; ſo to Abraham, and 
o to Jacob, when Jacob wreſtled with him, and prevailed, and had over- 


come; ſo to Joſhua, or the captain of the Lord's hoſt, at his beſiege- 


ing Jericho; ſo to Moſes in the buſh, he appeared as an angel, A#s vii. 
35. ſo likewiſe in viſions. Thoſe glorious appearances of God to the pro- 
phets in viſions, were the appearances of Chriſt; as particularly, that glo- 
rious appearance of God fitting upon a throne, and his train filling the tem- 
ple, and the Seraphims crying, Holy] holy ! holy is the Lord of hoſts, his 
glory is the fulneſs of the whole earth! Iſa. vi. This was an appearance of 
Chriſt to Iſaiah, as is manifeſt, 7obn xii. 41. where the Evangeliſt (relat- 


ing to that place) uſeth this expreſſion : Theſe things Jr when he ſaw 


his glory, and ſpake of him. So he was the angel of God's preſence, which 


went before the Jews, in all their journeyings and travels out of Egypt, 
through the ſea, and in the wilderneſs, and in the time of the Judges; and 
wrought all their deliverances for them, as is ſignified, Ja. Ixiii. 9. n 

| | a _ their 


7 
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their affiitions he was aſflicted, and the angel of his pre n So 
with the Three Children, he appeared in the 2 the fiery e 
in @ form like the Son of Cad. as Nebuchadnezzar judged, Dax. iii. a g. | 

Now indeed the whole law was a ſhadow of him, 4 IC OA 
the ſubſtance of it, and to perform that inwardly in the hearts of his, which 
the law figured forth, and repreſented outwardly. Thus Moſes and all the 
prophets were forerunners of him, the great prophet of the ſpiritual Iſrael 
of God. All the prieſts, eſpecially the high hee rieſt, were types and fore« 
runners of him, and to end in him, who is the high-prieſt over the houſhold 
of God for ever. The judges and ſaviours were types of him, the great. 
Saviour and Redeemer : for they ſaved. not by their own ſtrength, but by 
his Spirit and power coming upon them; ſo that the yoke (which was made 
and brought upon them by their rebellion againſt — — and diſobes 5 
dience to his law) was ſtill broken, becauſe of the anointing. 

David, Solomon, and the good kings, were types of bim. Dad,, of ; 

his conqueſt over his ſpiritual enemies; Solomon, of his ruling his eld in 
7 after he had conquered their enemies. | 
_- Circumciſion was a type of his circumciſing the heart, that his e 
(his holy ſeed) might love the Lord their an with all a heart, and 
live, 
The babe and blood of the lamb, was a type of his blood, and 
ſprinkled upon the conſcience, which preſerveth againſt the ſtroke and 
power of the deſtroyer ; and ſo God rg over all ſuch, when hid: vilits 
for ſin and tranſgreſſion. 

The outward ſabbath was a type of the pure reſt, which Chriſt gives t to 
thoſe that believe in his name : for indeed they that truly believe in him 
do enter into reſt, and ceaſe from their own labour and workings of them- 
ſelves, and witneſs God's Wenne in . both 10 will and zo 45 of bis _ 
pleaſure. 

The outward law, in the! Inter, writtom in Hat FS of 3 was a dee | 
of the inward, living, pure, powerful, ſpiritual law of love and life, which 
God writes in the hearts of his children, which conſtrains them to obedience; - 
and enables them to do all that God requires of them with. eaſe and delight. 
For truly the yoke of his law is eaſy, and the burden of his commandments 
is light; ſo that they are not at all wann to them that are under, ny 
in ſubjection to, his Spirit. 

When the mind is gathered, and brought from under. — ſpirit ni 
power of darkneſs into his Spirit and power, oh! how eaſy is it tu believe, 
to love, to obey, Sc. Indeed there is nothing but love, and faith, and 
obedience, and life, and righteouſneſs, and holineſs, and pure power, and 
peace, and joy here. For ihe old things are paſſad aay, and all oye! are 
become new-1n Chriſt, to them that are in the new creation in him. 

So Canaan, the Holy Land, repreſented the Land of life, or countty of 
life, into which God gathers, and in which he feeds and preſerves. all the 

Vor. II. 0 CE 3 . 


of the Spirit — —— — ded Gods 

PFF | 
outward Jeruſalem ſignified the inhabiters. of the new and inward __ 
lem; and the temple ſignied Chriſt's body; and the bodies of the ſaints, 


W which are temples; which the Holy One dwells in the midſt of. And that 


altar in the outward the altar in this inward temple, which: 
all the true, inward, ſpiritual 8 partake: of / and none; elſe. 
The fire in the outward temple, and the ——ů— lights 
which were never to go out, ſignified the holy fire in the -ſpirigual temple, 
which comes from heaven, where with all the the ſir tual ſacrifices are to be 
offered up; and the candleſtick is to hold the ene prieſts to 
keep the lamps burning) or God will remove. it, out ef its place. So the 
_ garments of the prieſts ſignified the robes of righteouſneſs, innocency, 
and purity, where with nme 
prie hood to him) are to be cloathed. 

And the ark ſignified that which holds. the law. of the nem coenant f 
and the pot of manna, with which kind of food God fed and nouriſhed 
the ſoul in the wilderneſs, before he brought it into the Holy Land, muſt 
be for an everlaſting memorial in the land of the living. For indeed Chriſt 


0 appeared to, 2 — that people in e eee 


and in a pillar of fire ight; which ſignified the leadings of God's Spirit 
in the r 6" the = Jai. iv. 5, And he was the rock that followed 
them; and he was the manna of which they did eat, and the water of which 
they did drink; for they did eat and drink of the heavenly things in a 
figure, and (as their ſpirits were at any time ned) had a taſte and ſenſe 
of the true food, in and through the yea, doubtleſs, at ſome 
times, they had all ſome ſenſe, and did 4 — ſpiritual. meat 
as we now eat of, and did all drink of the ſame ſpiritual drint as we now 
drink of, 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. for they were not only all under the cloud, and 
did not only 2 . the ſea, but they were alſo all baptiaed in the 
cloud:and-in tha ſea, CE oo ear 


lung 
praiſe, though they ſoon afterwards forgot bis works, Hal. cvi. 11, 12. 
So likewiſe there was Aarbm's rod, that budded, laid up in the ark; which 
is the evidence of the true prieſthood and miniſtry for ever; and that which 
is ſo, is not to be E r IEP": 1g 
ud, as of God. No 


In 
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Now in be Babe eee ee gave him to 

9 fulfilled all Saen (che righteouſneſs of the letter, the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Spirit) that he wighit bring bir though "the righteouſneſs of 
the: law. or letter, into the righteouſneſs of che Spirit and power, into the 
righteouſneſs of the new life; and here that ſcripture is read and fulfilled, 
I through. the'law am dead to-the lau, that I might live to Gad, Sed his whole | 
life was a doing the: will of the Father, which ſent him. 

When he was but twelve years old, he diſputed | withy the Gar, ai 
teachers of: the law, hearing andaſking them queſtions (diſcovering the pure 
wiſdom of the Father which dwelt in him) becauſe it was his Fa er's buſi- 
neſs which he was to be about, as he told his mother. Late ii. 49. And 


- when the Lord led him into the wilderneſs to be tried, he went and was 


tempted, that he might fight the battle againſt his great adverſary.” And 
when the Spirit of the Lord was upon him, moving him to preach the 
goſpel, he preached the goſpel in the Spirit and power of the Father, and 
vent about doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of the devil, 
his Father's Spirit led and guided him: for he did nothing of himſelf, or in 
his own will, or for - himſelf; but all in the will and time of the Father. 

- | Mine hour is not yet come, ſaid he to his mother, when ſhe was haſty to have 
him do that miracle of turning water into wine, John ii. 4. And fo when 
his brethren urged him to go up to the feaſt, John vil. 3. 4. "op nine, ſaid 
he, is not yet come; your time is always ready, ver. 5. 

Thus he did always pleaſe his Father, and ſeek the honour” of kim that 
Fen him; and was obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs, bein 
willing to drink of the cup which his Father gave him to drink: and 
having finiſhed his work, he returned from whence he came, and ſat — 
at the right-hand of che majeſty on high, being exalted above all principa- 
lities, and Powers, and dannen both 1 in this world, and 1 in that which is 
to come. | 

Thirdly, Now the third appearance of Chriſt, «hich theſe two dutwird 
' appearances made way for, was his appearance in Spirit, even his pure, in- 

ward, beavenly appearance in the hearts of his children. This he bids his 
diſciples wait for; telling them, that be would not leave them comfortleſs, but 
would come again to them. | They had had the appearance of the bridegroom 
in the fleſh, and he was to go away. It could not be helped; it was ne- 
0 for them that he ſhould go away; but (ſaith he) I will come again. 
The power and preſence. that is now with you in a body of fleſh, 
ſhall viſit you in Spirit, and ſo abide with you for ever. For he that is now 
with you ſhall be in you; till that time ye ſhall have ſorrow, and be like a 
travailing woman; but the world, in the mtan time, ſhall rejoice; but 7 
will ſee you again, and your heart ſhall: rajoice,, and your joy no man takes from 
you. And was it not ſo? Did not Chriſt ſend the Spirit, the Comforter ? 
Did he not come in the Spirit and power of the Moſt High, to be with 
them always to the end of the ward ? _ he not bid them /tay and wait at 
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deere for, that; appeatance of Hime gl rte e e his. 
& and meſlay till de came in the power and authority. of ns. Father to 
88 with them? And i en he came Wik 


which paſſed all the underſtanding of man; which ey and peace nme dm 
tate from ibem; which joy they were not Promiſed: thar ther ſhould; rccride 
till he came and ſaw them again? Tea, truly; in the e 

and power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt there is a \ ſeeing eye to ce. Vea, it was 
ſo, in ſome meaſure, with ſome precious ones in the days of old, which that 
promiſe, (Pſal. xxxii. 8. I will guide thee with mine eye) intimates for the eye 
of the ſoul muſt be upon God's yes) and obſerve the motion thereof, if it 
be guided thereby. 

And truly this adminiſtration of the Spirit and power of ahne 
ceeding glorious, and they that come into it, come into the glory and he- 
venly dominion and authority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (and ſo are made 
kings by him, and wear crowns in his preſence, though they: ſtill caſt them 
at his feet) and are changed from glory to glory and behold, as in a mirror, 
the glory of the Lord, which none can t but with the. * e _ 

ſome meaſure changed and glorified. 

No this diſpenſation. of the gelpel in e — — in * 
apoſtles days, and the church Was exceeding: chaſte, pure, and beautiful 
then, without ſpot or wrinkle; though there were ſome crept into the out- 
ward court, which were ſpots. among them; but that did not mar the 
beauty of the reſt, but they could bring victory and dominion to him that 
fat on the throne, and witneſſed that ſalvation, and ſtrength, and the king - 
dom of our God, and the power of his Chriſt was come. For the man- 
child was born, and was among them; and the glorious woman (the my 
the ſpouſe of Chriſt) was cloath d with be ſun, | &c. and had both her, huſ- 

band (her Lord and head) and the man- child (the pure birth of life) with 


jo "anljrobatls. and fall of glory? Hadi they not then. the: joy and peace 


her. But there was a falling away after this, and a thick dark night, and 5 


a very great and univerſal apoſtaſy from the Spirit and power of the apoliles; a 
many departing out of the fear into the high - mindedneſa, and not | 
| their: 8 in the faith, and love, and obedience of the Wy but bold- 
ing a form godlineſs Out of the power. POE & eg Ss S BELA «. 
But God, in his tender mercies, determined. to A Sarah Me to preach 
his everlaſting goſpel again; and in due time ſo did, as ws A — 'Xtv. 
6, 7. (Mark: none could preach the everlaſting; goſpel the a 
by any ordination or ſucceſſion of miniſtry left amongſt men; but there mutt | 
be a new receiving of the goſpel, by a new meſſage. and commiſſion from 
on high). And God likewiſe ſent forth his Spirit of judgment and burning 
to conſume the whore (the falſe church) which was grown very great, ſitting 
peoples, multitudes, nations, and tungues; and to bring the true 
church out of the wilderneſs into enjoyment of her beauty and glory. again. | 
And . ſhe comes again, ſhe comes as a morning without clouds, with- 


y 


ch 
Ions 
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Out any veil, without any outward types or ſhadows'<f the glory to be re- 


_ vealed, even in the pure and heavenly glory itſelf, 


He that hath a true eye, let him read this ; and he that hath an heart 


opened by the Lord, let him acknowl it : for the name of the Lord 
ir en edge nan L. 


- woe Frags de Seng ene edeemed-ones bow to him, 
and acknowledge him the only Anointed One, the only Lord and Ki 
over all, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 12 A wing 


Concerning Mount Sinai, and Mount Sion. 


AS not Sinai the mount that might be touched, an earthly mount, 
from whence was the miniſtration of the law outward; or in the let - 
ter, which gendered to bo , condemnation, and death ? Doth not the 
apoſtle Peter ſay, concerning the law as fo adminiſtered, that it was a yoke 
too heavy for them or their fathers to bear? Acts xv. 10. | 
Is not the goſpel Sion a ſpiritual mount, an heavenly mount, a mount 
that cannot be touched by human ſenſes, a mount from whence is the mi- 
niſtration of the Spirit, the miniſtration of liberty, the miniſtration of life, 
the miniſtration of the glory that excelleth ? Is it not the holy mountain, 
whereon the holy — (the New Jeruſalem) is built, and where the King of 
Righteouſneſs rules in righteouſneſs and peace over all his ſubjects; where 
he makes to them the feaſt of fat things, and of wines on the lees well re- 
fined ; where be and his ſup together, eating and drinking the bread and 
wine of the kingdom, even the living bread, and the fruit of the living 
vine? | | 
Is not the whole miniſtration of life, from the beginning to end, from 
Mount Sion? Is it, any of it, from Mount Sinai ? 

Is not Sion to be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with 
righteouſneſs ? Doth either the judgment, or the righteouſneſs, wherewith 
Sion and her converts are to be redeemed, come from Mount Sinai ? Do 
they not both come from Mount Sion? 133 

Out of Sion ſhall go forth the law, and Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, 
Iſai. ii. He that underſtandeth this ſcri „ knoweth the goſpel ſtate. 

Tie are not come (ſaid the apoſtle) to the mount that might — and 
that burned with fire ; nor unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and the 
found of a trumpet, and the voice of words, &c.; but ye are come to Mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 7, &c. Heb. xii. 

Now they that are come thither, they witneſs the law of the Spirit of 
life in Chrit Jeſus, which maketh free from the law of fin and death; and 
o” ow Word of eternal life iſſuing thence, even from that Sion and Je- 


Mind 


* 


= in ſeveral weighty, THe 383 
Mind that ſcripture, Cal. iv. 25, 26. For thi, e Men vines in Ara- 
Ba, and anfwereth 'to "Jeruſalem, which 'nbw i, and is in bondage, with ber 
children ; but Jeruſalem which is above is fre „ tobith"is tht mother of us all. 

We read, Rev. xi. 19. That ibe temple g 


ber ſeen in bis emple he ark of bis Fw 2 — W 
there was ſeen in Bis the ark 1 3 OD | 
and voices, and thundering „ and an N N os ia 
thole lightnings, voices, > Unanlertigs, ifſhe ; = K e or gut of 
Sion ? Doth not the 12 of the tribe be of Judah rohr out of Sion againſt his 
enemies, and ſhoot the arrows of his 5 0 from thence? And if he 
judge his enemies from thence, doth he not judge his people from thence 
alſo? Is not his fire in Sion, and his furnace in eruſalem? And doth not 
the Spirit of judg nent and burning (b LA which he waſheth and purgeth away 
the blood and filth of the dau ghter of Sion) iſſue forth from thee ? oh 
that men had a 575 and ſpirfrual underſtanding of theſe things, an both 
Th of God to know and a concerning the Bn of his ad 
om 


of the Sinica of Mount Sinai, and Mount: Sion. 


TOUNT Sinai was chat mount of earth which the voice — 
ſence of the Lord ſhook at the miniſtration of the law outward. 

Not there is an inward earth, which is to. be ſhaken alſo; even che na- | 
ture which tranſgreſſed, the nature which was ſubject to fin, and under 
= curſe, the earth which brings forth briars and thorns. Into the earth 

the plough of the Lord is to g. to break it up, and overturn, it, that there 
may be 4 new earth formed, fit to 2 — ſeed; out of 
which it may ſpring, and bring forth fruit to God. Yea, not only che 
earth, but alſo the heavens, are to be ſhaken, yea, and removed too; tho 
the ſhaking of Mount Sinai did not ſigni n of 
the earth. But yet once more (ſaith the ) I ſhake not earth only, but 900 
keaven; which ſignißeth the removing of thoſe things that may be ſhaken, 
that thoſe things which cannot be ſhaken may remain. 

There is that which is changeable, and there is that which is unchange- 
able. The old earth, and the old heavens, are changeable; the new hea- 
vens, and the new. earth, are unchangeable. There is a changeable minds 
a changeable ſpirit, a changeable nature, a c le will, a changeable 

. one while goeth this 
way, and another while that w E which 
man learns not of the Spirit — but after a traditional way, and 
by the ſearch of his own hunting IP 75 into that part which is 
old and earthly, There is man's kindling a fire there, s beating ous fart: 
there, with which he compaſſeth about = warmeth himſelf 2 — unto. 
himſelf peace and joy, hope and ide Sc. But when. 


384 Life and Immortality brougbt to Light, &c. 
pears, and his voice is heard (When he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earth, 
yea, and the heavens alſo) all theſe will be ſhaken; and fall like untimely 
figs at the ruſhing of a mighty wind and terrible tempeſt. 
For the day of the Lord, the day of his pure appearance, the day of the 
brightneſs of his riſing, will be upon all that is high and lofty ; upon all that 
is proud and lifred up above the pure ſeed. Every cedar of Lebanon, and oak 
of Baſhan, that is high and lifted up; every high mountain and hill that are 
lifted up; every high tower, and fenced wall; every ſhip of Tarſtiſh, and 
pleaſant picture, &c, ſhall all feel the terror of his majeſty : and that alone 
which is of the pure ſeed, gathered into the ſeed, and changed into the 
nature of the ſeed, that alone ſhall ſtand. Nothing elſe ſhall be able to 
dwell with the devouring fire, and everlaſting burnings : ſo that it may be 
very well ſaid, Tho may abide the day of his coming; and who ſhall ſtand when 
he appeareth ? For he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers ſoap; and he 
.ometh with his fan in his hand, to fan away the chaff; and ſhall fit as a 
zefiner and purifier of ſilver, to purify the ſons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and ſilver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righte- 
ouſneſs, pleaſant to the Lord; which none can do but thoſe that are puri- 
fied by him. 3 3 125 1 | 

And happy will they be, whoſe religion and worſhip in that day will ſtand 
the trial, and bear the fire. And oh! bleſſed for ever be the Lord, who is 
come near to judgment, and is a ſwift witneſs againſt all deceit and un- 
righteouſneſs; but a juſtifier of them whoſe conſciences he has ſprinkled 
with the blood of Jeſus. A 3, 50 8 5 

But now, as the Lord taketh away the old, ſo he bringeth in the new. 
As he removeth the old earth, and the old heavens, wherein dwelt un- 

righteouſneſs ; ſo he formeth and bringeth forth the new heavens, and the 
new earth, wherein dwells — : 4 

And here the kingdom is known and received, which can never be ſhaken. 
Here 1s the Mount Sion, which ſhall never be removed, and the Jeruſalem, 
one of whoſe ſtakes or cords ſhall never be plucked up, or broken. Here 
is the city which hath everlaſting foundations, whoſe builder and maker is 
God. wy x 4 17 

Bleſſed are they that come hither, and dwell here; who are not come to 
the mount that may be touched and ſhaken, and removed (read inwardly) ; 
but to the holy mount of God, and whereon all the buildings of life are 
raiſed, and whereon they ſtand firm for ever. M | 
And all that are herein built up and eſtabliſhed can truly ſay, and fing in 
ſpirit, Bleſſed be the Lord God of . Iſrael, and bleſſed by him ſhall be the habi- 
ration of juſtice, and mountain of holineſs, from this time forth for evermore. 
For Jeruſalem is now become a quiet habitation, and the king of glory 
reigneth therein : for the Lord of Hoſts, who hath created the new heavens, 
and the new earth, hath created Jeruſalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy; 
and they ſhall be glad, and rejoice, and bleſs themſelves in him, for ever 


and ever. Amen, Amen. XVI. 


PA 
' 


\ > 9 
0 A ; . 
o > ** 4 — » 
* SS ww * 4 2 * 9 - 
* I , 1 2 = 2 1 N Rd of ; ' N 1 
* = 3 4 8 S+ 4 ** N 
% . * K 44. 2 $708 * IF % 4 5 1 . k 6 * 4 *%.- inal n 
50 — * - * * - 
- 4 . ' * 
* 1 $ / F : * + N L * * p , — 1 . * * E's 1 R - — * > $F> 3 1 
4 » 2 N * 
* A 


£> 4 . 5 " * XIV 
; \ L ns OT 4 | we I +> #8 © >, . 
« : 2h 5 
per , a #3 x * 1 © ** — 2 > 
| "© 2 in the Ten r 
g 3 ; , 22 * 
* q — 3 


"N OD's: temple. under the. goſpel is the light of his Son, the Spirit of 
his Son, and thoſe which are renewed, and built up an habita- 
tion for him in the Spirit of his Son, -and thoſe bodies in which renewed 
minds and ſpirits dwell. God is light, and he dwelleth in light; God is | 
Spirit, and his building is holy and ſpiritual ; for he dwelleth in nothing 
that is dark, or corrupt, or unclean, - + oC 
And that which is ſacrificed or offered up. to God muſt be clean and 
pure. No unclean thought, no unclean defire, nothing that is earthly, or 
fleſhly, or ſelfiſh, muſt be offered up to God; but the pure breathings of 
his own Spirit: for whatſoever is of him, and comes from him, is ac- 
cepted with him ; but whatever man can invent, or' form, or offer up of 
his own, or of himſelf (though it be ever ſo gs ee and taking in man's 
eye), yet it is but abomination in the fight of the Lord.  - 7 
Thus all the ſacrifices of the Gentiles (or heatheniſh nature) are rejected. 
Thus all the ſacrifices of the Jews outward (or of the profeſſing mind and 
nature, without the true life) are rejected alſo. . hott go 
MN berewith ſhall I come before the Lord (ſaid the prophet of the Lord of 
old) and bow myſelf before the high God ? Shall I come before bim with burnt- 
offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of 
rams, with ten thouſands of rivers of oil? Shall I give nn firſt-born for 
tranſpreſſion ; the fruit of my body for the fin of my ſoul ? Mic. vi. 6, 7. 
What ſaith the anſwer of God? No, no; this is not the way to come to 
pardon of fin, or to acceptance with the Lord; but come to that which 
teacheth what is good, and what the Lord requireth of thee, O man; which is 
to do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with the Lord. Come 
| thither in the teachings of God's Spirit, and worſhip there, and there thou 
ſhalt witneſs forgiveneſs of ſins, and acceptance with the Lord, Mic. vi. 7, 8. 
and Jai. i. 16, 17, 18. For it was not offering ſacrifices of old (appointed 
under the law) that would do the thing, nor mens pleading the ſacrifice un- 
der the goſpel; but coming to that Spirit which teacheth holineſs, and be- 
ing ſubject to that Spirit, and offering in that Spirit (to the Father) what 
proceeds therefrom. So that his building in the Spirit is the only temple, 
and the ſacrifices or offerings in the Spirit are the only offerings of the New- 
Teſtameat. 6 | | 23 1 
And here every groan or ſigh towards the Lord after that which is pure, 
every ſupplication in the Spirit, every acknowledgment of the goodneſs of 
the 1 in a true — you ſenſe, are of a 2 ſavour in the noſtrils of 
the Lord: yea, ul pitality, relieving the poor, or doing any thing 
that is good from the good and holy root, are — — to the 
ei D d d Lord. 
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Lord. Read theſe ſcriptures following (and if the Lord open thine eyes» 
thou mayeſt thereby come to ſee both what the temple and ſacrifices are), 
1 Cor. iii. 16, and 2 Cor. vi. 16. 2 * 7. 155 1 21, 22. Heb. iii. 6. 
Rev. xxi. 24. Jobn iv. 23. Pſal. xc. ving are for the 
temple : then for the ſacrifices, Paal 1 14, 15. — li. 16, 17. and cxli. 2. 
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whom be ſent to preath the goſpel? 
* This is the meflage which they heard of him, and which they de- 
clared onto others, That God: is light, and in bim is no darkneſs at all. 


Queſt. 2. What tuns Chriſt's intent in ſending aden with this ſee; and 
for tohat end were they to declare it to others ? 


Anſw. For the opening of mens eyes and harry that men mi _—_ 

to a ſight and ſenſe of the darkneſs, and to a fight and ſenſe of — 

and might be turned from darkneſs to light (and ſo from Satan's power to 

God); and might come out of the one into the other (that is, out of the 
darkneſs into the light), and ſo might walk in the . as God is in the 

light. . 
Queſt. 3. What is the danger of abiding in darkneſs * 

. Anſw. In the darkneſs is fin, death, condemnation, and deſtruction of 
the — — ſeparation from God and Chriſt for ever. 

What is the benefit of being turned to the light, and of coming into 
the IS — walking in the light, as God is in the ligbt? 

Anſw. The benefits are great and many; three whereof 1 may now men- 
tion, which comprehend and contain in them many more. 

Firſt, In the light, remiſſion of ſins is received; for there is the blood of 
ſprinkling, wherewith thoſe are ſprinkled that come thither ; and indeed 
none can walk and abide there, but they come to witneſs the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, God's Son, cleanfing them from all fin; and tue, real cleanſing i 18 
no- where elſe witneſſed. 
a Secondly, They have fellowſhip with ths Father and the Son; and come 
alſo into fellowſhip with the ſaints in light; which are great myſteries, and 
none knows what they mean but ſuch as are in that holy fellowſhip. 

Thirdly, They there receive the earneſt of the everlaſting: inheritance, 
and the Ealing up by God's Holy Spirit unto the day of full redemption. 

RI 5. Where is _ n, which men are to be hw php hg #7 


Queſt. 1.7 


ae 


* LY. 

2 * in ſeveral weighty Queries. 83877 

- Anſw. It is within, chiefly within; there is Satan's ies 3 there is 
che houſe, which the frong man armed keepeth ; where his goods are in 
peace, till a fronger than he cometh to trouble and diſpoſſeſs him. | 
. . ON NT be 
 Anfw. It appears within alſo ; it ſhines in the darkneſs: for thither Chriſt 
{the ſtronger) comes, with the light of his Spirit, to overcome and diſpoſſeſs 
the ſtrong man of his houſe and kingdom 
4 = 7. When deth the light of Corift 5 Spirit ſhine # in the darkueſs of man's 

art 

Anſw. When, and-as God pleaſeth. For the light i is his, and he cauſeth 
it to ſhine (in the hearts of the ſons and daughters of men) according to 

his pleaſure; and therefore men are to wait for the ſhining of his pure hea- 

od 5 light in their hearts, that with it the darkneſs may be reſiſted, over- 
cine and ſubdued in them, and ſcattered and diſpelled from them, and 
their hearts filled with the light and power of life. 

Queſt. 8. How may a man perceive or know the light when it ſhines ? 

Anſw. By its ſhining : for light (both outward and inward) manifeſts both 
itſelf and other things by its own ſhining. And as there is no diſcernin 
the things of this world but by the light of the world; fo there is no diſ- 
cerning the things of the other world but by the light of the other world ; 
that is, there is no diſcerning ſpiritual things but by the light and Spirit of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which God cauſeth to ſhine in the heart; which light 
ſearcheth the hear., and trieth the rows, and diſcovereth the moſt hidden 
things there. 

Object. But the heart is deceirful above all things, and Satan can transform 

himſelf into the likeneſs of an angel of light , ſo that he ſhines inwardly too by 

bis feigned appearances : how then may I know the ſhinings of the true light of 

Chriſt's Spirit in my heart, from his falſe ſhinings and transformings ? 

Anfiv. God hath a witneſs in mens conſciences : For as God hath not 
left himſelf without witneſs outwardly, but all his works teſtify of him 
(his works of goodneſs, love, mercy, power, Cc. teſtify of his goodneſs, 
love, on power, Sc.); fo he hath not left himſelf without witneſs in- 

but there is ſomewhat in men to teſtify of God, and for God, and 
againſt his enemy, and all deceitful n ene which witneſs always 
ſpeaketh faithfully, and teſtifieth truth. 

Therefore he that cometh to diſcern that, and mind thas; ſhall aud hae 
near him which will always witneſs for God * _ occaſion, and „ rr 
all the appearanees and devices of the enemy. | 

Now no man can come to diſeern or diſtinguiſh in caſes of this nature, 
but as that which is of God, and for God, gives the judgment in him; 

and he that 7 thus ſhalt nev age according to the ſhews and ap- 


pearances o ä but ſhall ſtill judge the true an SE Judgment. 
Ddd2: Q.ueſt. 
LE . 
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Queſt. 9. V bat is the nature and properties of tbe ligbt of Cbriſt's Spirit; 
I will it do in the hearis of thoſe that turn to yy _— * jy pop 
in iti? | e | 58 0 
Anſiv. It hath a moſt excellent nature and properties, and it will work 
wonderfully in the hearts of thoſe that receive it, and walk in it towards 
the redeeming and ſaving them from ſin, and the powers of darkneſs: ſo 
that following this light, and abiding and walking in it, they cannot be 
overcome by the enemy of their ſouls; but muſt needs conquer and over- 
come him. To inſtance in ſome: N if 
. Firſt, Ir hath an enlightening or manifeſting property. It will diſcover 
all that is of God, and likewiſe all that is againſt him. It will diſcover the 
very myſtery of death, and the moſt ſubtil workings of the enemy in the 
myſtery of darkneſs, and deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs.. And it will 
diſcover the myſtery of life, and the myſtery of the way of holineſs. So 
that not only the precepts of holineſs, but the way of the 1 the 
way of obeying the holy will and Spirit of God in every thing, is here 
learned. f 8 yh £2 
Secondly, It hath an awakening property. This light will not let a man 
ſleep in ſin, or grow heavy and dull (if he hearken to it); but it awakens 
him that ſleeps : and whoever is truly awakened at any time, is awakened 
by this light; by the ſhining thereof in his heart; by the manifeſtation of 
God to his ſpirit by it. This teſtimony Paul gives, Epbeſ. v. 13, 14. 
. Whatſoever doth make manifeſt is light. Wherefore - he ſaith, Awake, thou 
that ſleepeſt, &c. | | | | | 
Thirdly, It hath a quickening property. For it is the light of life, the 
light of Chriſt's Spirit, which is living and powerful; and it hath life and 
power in it, and quickeneth and raiſeth the man to whom it reacheth, and 
giveth him ability to'ariſe from the dead. | 5 5 
Fourthly, It hath a cleanſing, a ſanctifying, a purifying property. Oh! 
how clean it makes within! The light is pure, and it maketh pure. All 
the defilement and corruption is in the darkneſs; none of it is in the light; 
but the light purgeth it away, where it findeth entertainment. | 
Fifthly, It hath an uniting and ſeparating property. It unites to God; 
it unites to that which is pure; and it ſeparates from ſin, Satan, darkneſs, 
and . 3 5 | | OS 
Sixthly, It hath a preſerving nature ro . It preſerves the man 
in whom it dwells; $a where it hath — 2 1 out the 
darkneſs; ſo that darkneſs cannot break in where it hath place, and is kept 
to: nor can the mind break out from the Lord, which keeps in the ſenſe, 
ſavour, and ſeaſoning of the light of his Spirit. 5 RT. 
Indeed time would fail me, to ſpeak of the excellent nature, virtues, and 
properties thereof; but come, taſte, and. ſee how ſweet the light is, and 
what a pleaſant thing it is to behold the ſhinings of this Sun. 
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5 ſeveral weigh Kern, 339 
Queſt. 10. Doth God viſit all men with tbis lib oo 
Auſi. Yes; as God loveth all men, and would have all men ſaved, fo he 

viſiteth all men (more or leſs) with that which is able to diſcover the dark - 
neſs to them, and to ſave them therefrom. E 
Queſt. 11. What is the reaſon then that all men are not ſaved hy it? 
Anſww. Becauſe they do not receive it, and join to it againſt the darkneſs; 
but join to the darkneſs, and hearken to the wiſdom =_ reaſonings thereof, 
againſt the appearances and diſcoveries of the light. 5 
Queſt. 12. How comes it that men do ſo? _. \ | 5 
Anſw. From their love to the darkneſs and to the deeds of darkneſs; 
which they know they ſhould not love, becauſe they have ſomewhat near 
them, which often ſhews them the evil, both of the darkneſs that is in them, 
and of the deeds that come from it. So that this is the condemnation, that 
men love the darkneſs, cleave to the darkneſs, and follow the darkneſs ; but 
hate the light, and turn from the light, which in the love and mercy of God 
follows them, to bring them out of love with the darkneſs, and to bring 
them into the ſenſe of, and fellowſhip with him in the light. 1 
Queſt. 13, How come ſome to love the ligbt? AE eat Tolls 5, 
Anſw.. God affords a capacity therein to all, and God is Love; and from 
the flowings of his love, and aboundings of his mercy to all, are men be- 
gotten to him; and the obedient are kept by him in ſubjection to that, 
which many reſiſting the ſtrivings of his Spirit. with them, are finally given 
up to hardneſs of heart, who turn from and hate the light. So that to 
God and his grace is to be attributed the ſalvation of all that are ſaved; 
and to man, his own deſtruction and periſhing from the way of life, not- 
withſtanding the tender viſitations of God, to recover and reconcile man to 
himſelf, through the blood of his Son. 1 1 ond Þooaddag | 
Queſt. 14. Againſt whom do they rebel, that rebel againſt the light? 
Anſw. They rebel againſt Chriſt, from whom the light comes; and will 
Chriſt ſave ſuch as rebel againſt him? Oh! that men did aright conſider 
this thing! for it is a greater matter to know, and be ſubje& to the 
light of Chriſt's Spirit, as it ſhines from him in the heart, than men are 
aware of. Now that which diſcovers the hidden things of darkneſs in the 
heart, and reproves for it, is the light of Chriſt's Spirit, and not another. 
Oh! that all that deſire to know what and where the true light is, did un- 
derſtand ſo! EE, 3 a ater at = Hi 
ueſt. 15. What do they miſs of, who. do not know nor heed the light. of 
C briſt's Spirit, nor mind the reproofs thereof in their | hearts, but.look on it.as in- 
ferior in kind and nature to what it is __ | 4: 
Anſw. They miſs of many great and precious privileges, e | 
know it and have received it, and ſo walk in it, and are ſubject to it, do ex- 
perience and are acquainted with. „ | 
Firſt, They miſs of knowing the ways of it: for in this light there are- 
ways or. paths of holineſs, paths of life, paths of righteouſneſs, paths of 
| | 85 Peace,, 


' 
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peace, paths of Joy; paths of refreſhment and conſolation, wherein all 
oy 


" 


theſe things are xt with by thoſe that walk there; which they that 
know not the light (or rebel againſt the hght) are not acquainted with. See 


Job xxiv. 13. 


| 013, 00247 293861 of Bug cn; | 
Secondly, They miſs of the lighting of their candle by it: for God lights 
his candle in the heart by this light, and by no other thing; ſo that in this 
his light, they whoſe candle is lighted by him, fee light, 1 
David had experience of this, and from that experience ſpake, Thou wilt 
light my candle; the Lord my God will enlighten my darkneſs, Pal. xvii. 28. 
And Job had experience of this alſo, as thoſe words of his plainly ſignify, 
Fob xxix. 2, Sc. where he ſaith, Oh! that were as in the days paſt, oben 
his candle fhined upon my head, and by his light I walked through darkneſs. 
And all the children of God, who in this day wait for the ſhinings of the 
light of his Spirit in their hearts, and are ſubject to him therein, they expe- 
rience the fame, and know the Word of life (which is nigh in the mouth 
and heart) to be à lanthorn to the feet, and a light to the paths, of the loweſt 
and meaneſt here.. | $14 9 36 l DAS: ee 
Thirdly, They miſs of the ſending forth, or revelation of that from God, 
which leads to his holy hill and to his tabernacles, which David experienced 
and defired more of, Pſal. xliii. 3. For, who ſhall dwell in God's holy bill, or 
abide in bis taßernacle? Pſal. xv. 1. He that walketh uprighily, and worketh 
righteoufneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in bis heart, &c. be fhall never be moved, 
ver. 2. to the end, and Jai. xxxiii. x5, Sc. But how ſhall any come 
thither ? Surely by God's light and truth ſent forth from his Spirit into 
their ſpirits: This is the way of aſcending thither in all ages and ge- 
nerations. 48" ARS 
Fourthly, They ſlight that meaſure of light given them, and deſpiſe the 
day of a ings, and therefore miſs of the pouring forth of God's Spirit 
upon them, which is plentifully poured forth upon the ſons and daughters 
of the ſpiritual} and heavenly Jeruſalem, in this day of God's viſiting the 
earth again after the apoſtaſy; bleſſed be the name of the Lord! And how 
comes it to be poured forth upon them? How comes wiſdom to pour out 
her ſpirit unto them ? Why ; they hearken to her reproofs, turning thereat, 
and forſaking that which they are reproved for, and fo come into wiſdom's 
fear; and then wiſdom opens her ſecrets, and pours out her ſpirit, and 
makes known her words to thoſe that are ſubject to her reproofs and learn her 
fear, which is the fear of the New Covenant. See Prov. i. 23. He that re- 
ceiveth the convincer of fin, and followeth his kadings, out of the fins he 
15 convinced of (and into the paths of righteouſneſs and holineſs, into which 
he is the leader) cannot miſs of the Comforter, or of his comforts ; for he 
is one and the ſame with the convincer or reprover. 


XVI. The 


* [i _ 
* 
8 * 
. 5 * s 
2 * © * 0 - k " * 
D * 2 , . 1 . * . L . 
f ©. | " f \ *% k 4 
— 0 « * * * 
» * % . f Y 11 
en ** A 9 « * x : % : 1 * £ } \ M 
„ +2 a ; * A : 


The no s i, Eleftion, and-o be fal fired of its a af 
45 | " Conper ng Election a 


Avi faith, the Lord hth ſt are him that is udy or fall 
iv. This is God's choice. God is the great potter, who — 
veſſels upon the wheel of his power; ſome to honour, ſome to diſhonour z 
but not before they were. Some he melteth and tendereth for ſalvation, 
who hearken to his voice; others he hardeneth and giveth up for deſtruction, 
— rebel againſt his Spirit. Oh! how ſhould a < fear Before him, who 
power over them, as the potter over the clay, that they ſhould reve- 
rence and obey him, leſt his power break them to pieces! 
- Now this is moſt certain: the holy man, the righteous man, the godly 
man, he that is renewed in the fpirit of his mind; this is a veſſel of honour, 
fitred and chofen by God unto honour : but he that i is corrupt, dead, filthy, 
polluted, &c.-this is the veſſel which God re) For the righteous God 
loveth righteouſneſs for ever, and the holy God loveth - holineſs for ever; 
and he at is holy and righteous, is of him, and choſen by him: but all 
that is unholy and unrighteous, is of another nature and Tpune, and ſo. re- 
jected and caſt out by his pure nature and Spirit. 
Therefore every one that would be accepted of che Lord and ack his 6 
choice, is to mind that, and be ſubject to that, whereby God fitteth veſſels 
for himſelf; which is the Holy Spirit, nature, and life of his Son, wherein 
every man is accepted (as he is called thither, gathered thither, and found 
there) and none rejected: but out of this every man is rejected, but none 
accepted; for God is no reſpedler of perſons. 
He carried himſelf equally to every Je under the: old covenant; nnd. 
he carrieth himſelf equally towards all who obey the call of his Spirit into 
the new and hving covenant; ſo that the truth ſtandeth for ever, that in 
every nation, tongue and people, he that feareth God and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs, is accepted of him, and none elſe. And this is the great mercy 
and tender love of God to all men; that which bringeth into his fear, and 
teacheth and enableth to work righteouſneſs," is near every man, which is 
the word of faith, the word of life, the word of power, the word of recon- 
ciliation ; ſo that no man need go far to ſeek out ſalvation : for Chriſt, the 
Saviour and ſalvation of God, is nigh to every man, in the light of that 
Holy Spirit of truth wherewith God viſiteth mankind, and wherein he 
ſpeaketh peace and reconciliation, both to them that are nigh; and to them 
that are afar off, as they hear the voice of the 3 of the Lord n 
and learn ſubjection W 2 
| Give all diligence to make. your calling and cleftion ſure; ſaid the apoſtle Perer, - 
2 Pet. i. 10. How 193 may ſome ſay? "A give all ara b 
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to add to your faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temper- 


ance, and to temperance patience, and to patience godlineſs, and to godlineſs bro- 


therly-kindneſs,' and to brotherly-kindneſs love : for if theſe things be in you and 
abound, ye cannot-be barren in the knowledge of Chriſt, but muſt needs be fruitful. 
Well, but what then? What if they be fruitful? Why, if they be fruitful, 
then (to be ſure) they are choſen branches; for God caſts off none but that 
which is dry, barren, dead, and unfruitful. Feel life, which is active and 
bears fruit, thou feeleſt the choice of God, thou anſwereſt the end of thy 


* call, c. and herein as thou comeſt to ſettlement and eſtabliſhment, thou 


wilt find thy calling and election made ſure to thee, and an entrance mini- 
ſtered to thee abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour. Jeſus Chriſt. For Chriſt hath the key of the kingdom, and ſhutteth 
out no ſuch as theſe, but giveth them further admittance day by day. An 

ſo by this means thou wilt witneſs tranſlation further and further, out of the 
kingdom of darkneſs into the kingdom of God's dear Son, and an inherit- 
ance and poſſeſſion of life and glory in meaſure; which will be an earneſt 
to thee of the full inheritance in due time, and a ſeal upon thy heart unto 
the day of full redemption: yea, thou mayeſt then alſo come to ſee how 
thou waſt loved and choſen in Chriſt before the foundation of the world, 

through obedience unto, and ſanctification of the Spirit, manifeſted in time, 
2 Theſſ. ii. 13. (For known unto God are all his works from the beginning, 
before ever any of them were wrought.) If thou feel that which cometh 
forth from the Lord to call and gather to him, and to renew and ſanctify, 
and make fit for him, and to make thee fruitful (from the holy root and 
power of life) in that which is good; this is enough for thee, and thy ſoul is 
ſafe and bleſſed here: for here thou knoweſt that, and art in that bleſſed 
ſeed of promiſe, into which all that are gathered and abide, are bleſſed in 


and with it. 


Now as concerning election . itſelf, obſerve this; that it is in Chriſt, and 


not out of him. For it was the intent of God to honour his Son, even as 


his Son honoured him : and this was the honour which God gave him, That 
be ſhould be bis ſalvation to the ends of the earth, that whoſoever believed on 


Him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. That he ſhould be the way 


for all mankind to come to the Father, through faith in him; that as in Adam 
all died, ſo in Chriſt all might be made alive; and as in Adam all men were 
ſhut up in death and condemnation, ſo the free gift might come upon all, 
and the way of life and redemption be opened to all, in him. | 

Mind the figure, the brazen ſerpent, which was not lifted up that a 
certain number might be healed, and no more; but that every one that was 
wounded, every one that was ſtung with ſerpents, might look up and 
be healed. 3 | ERA 1 

So was Chriſt lifted up, that every ſinner that was ſtung with ſin and the 
ſerpent, might look up to the phyſician of ſouls, and receive virtue and 
hkaling from him, according to that precious ſcripture, Look unto me, and be 


* 
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e ſeved, all the ends of the, earth, And: whoeper is_a-thirſ, let bim ce. 
and whoever will, let bim come and drink of the water Me ib the Tea, God 
ſtands ready, by his Holy Spirit and Ane kick is near men. 
to kindle the true thirſt in them, and to take them truly willing, © To 
op yey Farther 17 WO Gln py a ng te p Sd 
There is predeſtination, election, calling, juſtifying, glorifying : eſe 
tination unde hotinebs, election in that which is holy, eue out & darkneſs 
into light, juſtifying and glorifying in the light, through A renewing and 
ſanctification of the Spirit. All theſe God ordereth and manageth accord- 
ing to his good will, and according as he hath purpoſed in himſelf; although 
he be not the decteer, nor author of fin or rebellion againſt himſelf, which 
is the cauſe of the creature's condemnation, . ©o © © | 
Thus all things are as preſent with God before they were: for God did 
foreknow Adam's fall (though he was not therefore the author of it) before 
it came to paſs; and he foreknew how his power, and love, and mercy, 
ſhould work towards men and for men, in and through Chriſt; and how 
far he would viſit men therewith, and how far men would reſiſt and ſtrive 
againſt his Holy and good Spirit; and he determined how long his Spirit 
ſhould ſtrive with nations and perſons : for with ſome he would long wait to 
be gracious; with others he would be quicker and more ſevere, according 
to their provocations. VVV 
Now bis love, his mercy, his power, his good Spirit, are his own; 
and he may ſhew forth the operations of them towards men according to 
his pleaſure; and who may ſay unto him, What doſt thou? May he not 
do with his own what he pleaſeth (who is good and righteous in all his ways) ? 
and becauſe he may ſhew mercy as long as he will, and harden as foon as 
he will (as he ſees cauſe). May it not be truly ſaid, That be hath mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will, FA hardeneth ? But that he 
hardenerh any, without firſt giving them a day of mercy and viſitations of 
mercy, following them with mercy, and forbearing them in mercy; and ſo 
by the riches of his goodneſs, forbearance, - and long-ſuffering, leading 
them to repentance, that they might eſcape his wrath, and the dread of his 
werful vengeance, becauſe of ſin: I ſay, that God hardens any before 
Fo hath dealt thus with them, from a meer will in himſelf, becauſe he would 
deſtroy the moſt and far greateſt part of men; this the ſcriptures no-where 
teſtify to, but abundantly teſtify againſt. For how long did God ftrive 
with the old world, even to have ſaved them, whom afterwards he did de- 
ſtroy ? And how did he ſtrive with that people of the Jews (yea, and with 
other nations alſo, though they might ſeem caft off)? 4s T live, ſaith the 
Lord (and he ſpeaketh his heart), I defire not the death of the wicked, but ra- 
ther that they might return and live. I am not the deſtroyer, I am the Saviour, 
and my delight is not to deſtroy, but to ſave. *O Iſrael! thy deſtruftion is of 
Self; but in me is thy help, And no man's blood will lie at God's door 
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Therefore as God hath Prepared: a Saviour, ſo there is no want of 
love, or mercy, or power on his part, to draw men to the Saviour; but 
this is the condemnation, that meh harden themſelves againſt the drawings 
of his Spirit, and againſt the operation of his holy Tight and power, when 
it appeareth, and is willing to work in and upon their hearts, This is not 
the condemnation of men, chat light doth not ſhine in their hearts; but 
that they love the darkneſs more than the light, which appears and ſhines 
in them, and is there witneſſing againſt and drawing from the darkneſs. And 
ſo when it ſhall at laſt be made manifeſt, how light hath appeared to all 
men, and God's Spirit therein, and thereby ſtriven with all men, and how 
they have refuſed, and would not be turned from their darkneſs to the 
light of the Lord; every mouth will be ſtopped before him, and all men 
that periſh, juſtly condemned for refuſing and neglecting fo great ſalvation : 
for the light of the ſun of God's everlaſting day, and the found of his Spirit 
of life, viſiting dark man, reacheth throughout all the earth, and his voice 


and words to the ends of the world. 


| e, XVII. | 
Some Obſervations concerning the Prieſthood of CnrisT, from ſeveral 
5 Paſſages in the Epiſtle to the HERBRRwWS. 


Obſerv. 1. 


T HO is the apoſtle and high-prieſt of our profeſſion ? It is 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, whom Gol! hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom he made the worlds; and who 1s the expreſs 
hn: # of his Father's ſubſtance, &c. Heb. i. and chap. iii. 1. 
.  Obſerv, 2. Why this high-prieſt was to ſuffer death? which was, that he 
might taſte death for every man, and ſo through ſuffering become a perfect 
Saviour, or perfect captain of ſalvation, to all the ſons that were to be 
brought by him to glory, chap. ij. 9, io. | | 
Obſerv, 3. Why he partook of fleſh and blood? one reaſon whereof was, 
becauſe the children (and that therein he might ſhew them an example. of 
_ righteouſneſs, that he might condemn himſelf in the fleſh), were partakers 
of fleſh and blood; for that was the very ground or reaſon that he took part 
of the ſame: another reaſon was that which was mentioned before; that he 
might taſte death, and through death deftroy him who had the power of 
death, and fo break open the priſon-doors, and deliver thoſe who were cap- 
tives under him, chap. ii. 14, 15. | | | 
Ohhſerv. 4. Why he was tempted; and why in all things it behoved him 
to be made like unto his brethren ? which was, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high-prieft in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
ins of the people. For his own ſuffering under temptations (even the ſenſe 
thereof) renders him merciful, tender, faithful, and ready to help and ſuc- 


Four his 1n all their temptations, chap. ii. 17, 18. | | 
| | Mark; 


; #\ . 


ä : ral weighty Queries... 1 1 — | 
: Mark ; Chak was. not only to die, and ſo offer up 2 Kere, 
ment, bit he was alſo to make reconciliation by it ever afterw fr ln his 
children (in caſe of tranſgreſſion) whenever 4 ſhould be. 80 faith John. 
If any man ſin, tue babe an advocate with the Father (to plead . ul 
ing and blotting out of the ſin); and be is the f. Lale I, reconcil 
for our fins ; as the old tranſlation renders it, 150 

Obferv, N15 Chriſt, our apoſtle and high-prieſt, is as achte over all is 
houſe as Moſes was over his, There i is not one of the 8 not one of 
his family, but he will teach: not one ſoul belo be to him, but he 2 
ſuccour, being tempted ; nor any one, but he will be an advocate and r 


conciliation for (in caſe of ſin), in and according to the way that God! 
appointed, Heb. iii. 2. 


Obſerv. 6. Who are Chriſt's houſe ? over whom is he an apaſtle and hi h 
rieſt? It is over his own houſe; whoſe houſe are all ſuch as are called b 
im, if they receive and hold faſt that which gives a right to him, and int 

in him, chap. iii. 6. and ver. 14. For as under the law, the (=: of phy ; 
prieſt only over the outward Iſrael, the Jews natural; ſo under. Bol 
Chriſt is appointed of God high-prieſt over the inward Je ews, the Jews 1 

Obſerv. 7. How this apoſtle or high- prieſt of our profeſſion doth work in 
the hearts of his family or houſhold ? which is by the Word- of Life, by the 

Word of his own eternal power, which pierceth deep, and divideth between 
ſoul and ſpirit, joints and 'marrow, diſcerning and judging every thought 
and intent, and bringing every high reaſoning and imagination. into capti- 
vity, that the heart, ſoul, mind and ſpirit, with all the thoughts and | intents 
thereof, may become ſubject to his Sp and power, chap. iv. 12. 

O8jerv. 8. What an advantage we have, by having ſuch an high-prieſt (as 
was tempted like us, and touched with the ſenſe of our infirmities) of coming 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need! For he who experimentally knew what the weakneſs of 
our fleſh is, and what it was to be tempted therein, and how needful and ſeaſon- 
able hel 2 from his Father then was; fo urely he cannot but be ready to give out, 
and multiply grace and mercy to his in the time of their need, chap. iv. 15, 16. 
Obſerv. 9. How Chriſt came to be an high-prieſt ? which was not by his 
own taking the oor to himſelf, but by God? 's glorifying him with the 
call thereto, chap. v. 4. 5.. 

Obſerv. 10. Jow God fitted Chriſt, and made him a perfect high-prieſt ? 2 
which was by preparing for him a body of fleſh, and exerciſing him in the 
days of his with many trials and temptations; and at laſt with a bitter 
baptiſm, and cup of 7-29: in which he felt and bare the and ſorrows 
of his people, and cried mightily to his Father, and was heard in that he 
feared: and ſo having himſelf perfectly learned obedience to his Father, he 
knows how to OS + the author of eternal ſalvation to all that obey him. 
For Chriſt, who was heard and Cave from death in his obedience to his Fa- 
ther, is e to be the leader and Saviour of his people, to ſave and 


Eee! redeem 


redeem them if their obedience” unte Him, knie leger into, "and in the way 
and paths of life, c 22 ROS NE Le Sr it, 
Obſerv. 11. Where il. mediates for his people? which is within the veil, 
in the heavenly place, in the holieſt of all, where the anchor of our hope reacheth 
to him and faſteneth upon him, and there remains ſure and ſtedfaſt; fo that 
we are ſtayed upon him, the rock of life and power, againſt all the ſtorms and 
tempeſts of the powers of darkneſs, both inward and outward, cbap. vi. 19, 20. 
Obſerv. 12. After what order Chriſt was made an n Which was 
after the order of Melchizedeck, who was king of righteouſneſs, and king 
of peace, even after an holy and heavenly order: not after the order of the 
earthly prieſthood, the high-prieſts whereof were taken from amongſt men, 
but after his order who was made mention of; without father, without mo- 
ther, without deſcent (for who can declare his generation ?) without begin- 
og A of life; chap. vii. 1, 2, 3. and 135. 
Obſerv. 13. That this prieſt put an end to and ranger the laws of the 
other earthly, ſhadowy prieſthood of Levi, by which perfection was not, that 
he might bring in that prieſthood of his own, by which perfection was to 
be, chap. vii. ver. 11, &. e e, e 55 
Obſerv. 14. How Chriſt was made prieſt after a different manner from the 
prieſts of the law: for they were made prieſts after the law of a carnal com- 
mandment; but Chriſt was not made prieſt ſo, but after the power of an 
endleſs life, chap. vii. 16. | „ 5 
Ob ſerv. 15. That the work of Chriſt's prieſthood continueth until it be 
finiſhed; that is, till this high-prieſt hath ſaved all whom he is to fave, 
which is thus: as in all ages the Father draweth ſouls to him, ſo he is to 
- fave them; to deſtroy their enemies, to blot out their fins, to break down 
what ſtands between God and them, and ſo to bring them into the true one- 
neſs; for God will never be reconciled to his 'enemy the devil, nor to man 
while in union with him, chap. vii. 24, 25. 
Odbſerv. 16. That this high-prieſt needeth not to offer many ſacrifices to 
atone by, as the prieſts under the law needed to do often: for he was a 
perfect prieſt, and offered up one perfect, ſpotleſs ſacrifice ; and is a propi- 
tiation for the fins of the whole world, chap. vii. 27, 28. Hr 
© Obſero. 17. What ſanctuary is Chriſt the high-prieſt and miniſter of? 
which is, of that ſanctuary and true tabernacle which the Lord pitcheth, and 
not man, chap. viii. 2. | 9 | 
Obſerv. 18. What he hath to offer? for every high-prieſt was ordained to 
offer both gifts and ſacrifices. He hath the heavenly gifts and ſacrifices to 
offer; even all the gifts and ſpiritual ſacrifices that are revived and brought 
forth by him in the holy place, even in his temple or fpiritual houſe within 
the veil; he is to offer them all up to his Father, ver. 3, &c. 3 
Obſerv. 19. What vovenant he is mediator of? even a better covenant 
than the prieſts under the law were mediators of, which is eſtabliſned upon 
better, promiſes: a covenant, wherein there is no defectiveneſs or — 
| wherein 
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an offering in righteouſneſs, chap. ix. 9, 10, 11. and Mal. iii. 1 8 a 
So that there is a different ſtatt witneſſed by the people of God in this 


f the Lamb, that their conſciences might be purged. from dead works to 

ſerve the living God, as his cleanſed,” holy, renewed people, ver. 13, 14. 
Obſerv. 23. For what cauſe Chriſt was mediator of the New Teſtament? 

which was, that by means of death for the redemption of the tranſgreſſors 
under the firft Teftament, they which are called might receive the promiſe of 
eternal inheritance, ver. 13. For God hath made Chfiſt a propitiation for 
all men, both Jews and Gentiles, that through faith in his blood; his righ- 
teouſneſs might be declared for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through 


the zolpel, in this inward covenant, believers are ſprinkled with the blood 
of the L. 


the forbearance of God, that he might he juſt, and a juſtifier of him Who is of 
the faith of Jeſus, Rom. iii. 18, 16. © Sd that they that were under the firſt co- 


venant, hearkening unto him, and believing in him, were juſtißed from all 
things, from which they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes, A. 088 
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"Obſerv, 24. The neceſfuy of Chriſt d death, which was, hetauſe he was to 
make way by his own blood into the halieſt, to appear before God for us 3 
and to ſprinkle the heavenly things wich the blood: of a ſactifice, of an 
higher and better nature than the blood of bulls and goats was; for that 
was the blood of the covenant, which was to paſs away, hüt he was to ſprin- 

kle his with the blood of the everlaſti 5 covenant ; and by this his E 

and blood (ſprinkled upon the hearts of his) his covenant comes to be of 

force, ver. 16. to 25. and chap. xiii. 20, 21. 00 
Obſerv. 25. That this high-prieſt need not often offer. facrifices, to put 

away fin, as the prieſts of the law did ; becauſe this one offering is ſufficient, 

and the blood thereof ſprinkled * the conſcience, is able to purge away 
dead works, wherever it is ſprinkled. There needeth not any other offer- 
ing, nor any other blood to do it; but all that is now. further needed, or to 
be expected by bis, is his appearing the ſecond time, without ſin, unto ſal- 

— in the pure virtue, power, and life of his own Spirit, ver. 25, to 

the end. | 5 "OE: | ; 38 2 
Obſerv. 26. What it was, that was the thing of great value with the Fa- 

ther, in Chriſt giving up himſelf to death? It was his obedience. He did 

obey his Father in all things, not doing his own will, but the will of him 
that ſent him. He was obedient to death, even the death of the croſs : and ſo, 

as by one man's diſobedience, death came upon all; fo by the obedience of 
one, the free gift-came upan all, which-free gift is unto life ; for life comes 
upon all that come to him, and believe in him, through the free gift, 

which is freely tendered to, and come upon all; Rom. v. 18, 19. 

Obſerv. 27. That God took away ſacrifices, and burnt-offerings, which 

were appointed by the old covenant, that he might eſtabliſh this obedience 

among all his children. Chriſt led the way, and all are to follow him 
in the new obedience, and to walk in newneſs of Spirit before the Lord, 

| Ov. 28. That we are ſanctified by the ſame will, by which Chriſt was 
ſanctified, or ſanctifieth himſelf. In ſubjection to the ſame will, which the 
head obeyed (even in denying themſelves, taking up the croſs to their own 
wills, and ſubmitting to God's) are the members ſanctified. The Spirit of 

God works them into holineſs by this will of God, and through the offering 

of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once, ver. 10. Jobn xvii. 19. 9 
So mark : there is the will of God, the offering up the body of Jeſus, 

the pouring out the Spirit of grace, the new-covenant, and faith in Chriſt, 

Sc. All theſe tend to work out one and the ſame thing, and they all con- 

cur thereto, in their ſeveral orders and places. 

. _ Obferv. 29. That as this 0 an ſanctifies men, ſo he perfects them; 
and when they are fully ſanctified, then they are for- ever perfected; but till 
then, Chriſt, the high-prieſt of our profeſſion, hath ſomewhat to do upon 

them towards the perfecting of them, that he may preſent them ſpotleſs, 

and blameleſs to his Father, ver. 14, 15, . e 


Odſerv. 
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So; come into this covenant, came under this . i is nO 
more remembering of ſin there, but perfect forgiveneſs through this one 
offering, and fo no more need of any more ſacrificing or offering for fins to 
ſuch, ver. 13.— 19. n with the ed 
this one offering, Iſa. Iii. 1 15 

Obſerv. 31. The ur privilege of thoſe, who do indeed delieve in 
Chriſt, and are ſprinkled with the and how they are to ieee and 
make uſe of that privilege. 


Firſt, They have liberty, confidence, or boldneſs, to enter into the holieſt 


by the blood of Jeſus, ver. 19. What is more holy than God's Spirit ? Is 


not that the moſt holy ? Why, chere they are to 3 for they that 


worſhip the Father in the new coyenant, or according to the new covenant, 
muſt worſhip him in the Spirit, and in the truth; yea, and muſt alſo live 
in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, which i is the place of everlaſting. reſt, 
and land of the living. | 

Secondly, Take notice how they come into the holieſt, which is by the 
new and living way, which Chriſt hath prepared, or conſecrated. en 
his fleſh, ver. 20. 

Thirdly, They have an high « ups cieſt there rer Wer Pond of Gai, wha 
pears before God in the holieſt, and ſtands ready chere to oe al. 
offices of prieſt-hood for his houſhold, vr 220. 5s 

Fourthly, There is an orderly way of drawing vi 
ſhipping him in the holieſt ? T is a certain manner, after which, be- 
lievers are to approach, and draw nigh to God: which js z x. With a true 
heart. 2. In fullneſs of faith, or in full aſſurance of faith; not waveringly. 
but as thoſe that are called of God, and ſhall be helped by him, and ac- 
cepted of him through their high-prieſt. 3. In purity of conſcience and 
converſation, having their hearts ſprinkled from an evil n and 
their bodies waſhed with pure water, ver. 22, 23. and P/al. xxvi. 6. Chrift 
came by water and blood; ſo here is both the water 2 the blood, accord- 
ing to the figures thereof, under the law. 

Obſerv. 32. Whither they came in the apoſtles days, who knew Chriſt as 
their high-prieſt and mediator, and who partook of the blood of ſprinkling ? 
They came to ſpiritual Mount Sion, and bo the city of che ring God, he 
heavenly Jeruſalem, Heb. xii. 22. 

Obſerve likewiſe where they walked, who felt the. virtue o Chyiſt's 
_ cleanſing them; which was in the Lebe, as God 5 ts in the light, I John 


"Hows what lhe: ia har hd: the beine n to walk in? 1s i nov 
light of the — the new Jeruſalem ? 1s it vt dhe ht che 
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that the nations of them that are Taved amꝑiſt alle in d Rev. xxi. 24. Tea, 
this light, this city, and the holy waters of the ſanctuary, which flow and 
ſtream from the fiver of life there, were in meaſufe non ancl experienced 
in the days of old, which David: prayed for, and experienced a ſenſe: of, 
*P/al. xliii. 3. and xvi. 4d" Weagihe knew alſo the blood of the everlaſting 
* covenant, praying and waiting to be ſprinkled and cleanſed therewith, Pſal. 
n. 6. For he looked through the / outward: figure, to what his ſoul 
needed to purge and waſh ir inwardly; which outward: hyſſop, or outward 
water of purification, he knew would not do; for he that ſaw through the 
wages acrifices, to the inward, could not chuſe but ſee through theſe 
But that power, virtue, and life of God's Spirit, which could create a 
clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit in him, and bring him into God's pre- 
ſence, where he might feel the upholdings of his free Spirit, and partake 
of the joy of God's ſalvation and deliverance from that which had defiled 
him; this was it he prayed for; knowing aſſuredly, he ſhould here meet 
with the true hyſſop, and water of life, and blood of the covenant, which 
purgeth the heart and conſcience. from dead works, and maketh it whiter 
than the ſnow in God's ſight, ver. 10, 11, 12. For he that delighted not 
in ſacrifice, nor burnt-offerings, neither could he delight in hyſſop, or water, 
or blood, outward or natural; but in that which melteth the heart, and 
purifieth the conſcience, from that which is dead and unclean, in that is 
God's delight; and in that which is melted, broken, and purified by it, 
ver. 16, 17. 8 n | R 8 . 
Obſerv. Laſtly, That there is a fin unto death, a kind of ſinning for 
which there is no ſacrifice (but a certain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, to deſtroy and devour the adverſaries, ver. 26, 27.), 
which is a wilful deſpiſing this covenant; which he that doth, muſt die 
without mercy ; as he that deſpiſed Moſes's law did, ver. 28, 29. For the 
Lord will revenge this ſin, whereſoever he finds it; and ſuch ſhall know, 
that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God, when he 
comes to judge them, ver. 30, 4. | | : 
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XVIII. | 
A brief Relation of the Eſtate or Condition the Lord found many of us 
in, when be came to viſit us, and make known to us the bleſſed Mi- 
niſtration of bis Spirit and Power, and of ſome of his Dealings with 
us, in inſtructing and nurturing us up therem ; with a few Words 
of Exbortation. | N 1 = | 


Tf. E RE are chambers of imagery in many people; and ſtrong-holds, 
and reaſonings, and imaginations, and high thoughts, exalted above 
the pure ſeed and meaſure of life in their hearts. For every true Chriſtian, 
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every true believer, hath received . ſomewhat of Chriſt's Spirit, ſome pro- 
portion of — and truth from the fullneſs of Chriſt, which is as leaven 
and ſalt, to leaven the heart, and ſeaſon the mind and ſpirit witn. 

But all do not diſtinctly know this, nor are all that do know it ſubje& 
to it; ſo that this doth not lead, and command, and rule in all; but there 
is ſomewhat which holds captive, and the enemy of the ſoul hath the rule 
and dominion in many mens ſpirits, profeſſing godlineſs ; whereby the ſeed 
is kept under in them, and their Gal kept back from that redemption and 
deliverance, which they ſhould partake of, in and with the ſeed. So many 
talk of the goſpel (and ſpeak great words of Chriſt, and 1 by 
him) who know not immortality brought to light, nor the dead raiſed by it, 
to hve to God and praiſe his name. 6:7 5 . | | 

Now in theſe chambers of im „ in theſe ſtrong-holds, there are many F 
pleaſant pictures, many images of the heavenly things, which men form in 
their minds, from their own apprehendings and conceivings 4 the 
ſcriptures. For men reading the ſcriptures, not in the life, Spirit, and . 
power which gave them forth, but with that which is natural, they come | 
not to the true, pure, heavenly, living knowledge; but only obtain a na- 
tural knowledge, according to which they believe and worſhip; and ſo fall 
down before, and according to, the apprehenſions and imaginations of their 
own minds; and fo one believes and worſhips one way, and another believes and 
worſhips another way. And truly, here men worſhip they know not what; 
but they that are the true Jews, know what they worſhip ; for falvation is 

of the true Jews, who worſhip neither at this mountain, nor at the other 
mountain; but only in Spirit, and in truth, even in the life and power of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 340.4 2547, e . 
Thus it is with all men in their ſeveral profeſſions of religion in the dark- 
neſs, in the apoſtaſy from the true life and power, which all ſorts have 
erred and wandered from, but few have returned to. Ah! few have found 
the pearl of price, which hath been long loſt ; but have - contented them- 
ſelves with a literal relation and knowledge concerning the pear}, without 
2 and poſſeſſing the pearl itſelf. Yea, indeed, this was the ſtate of 
darkneſs the Lord found us all in, when he came to viſit us; for the ſtrong 
man armed had his ſtrong-holds in us, whereby he held us in the bands 
of death, and kept us captive, and free from that righteous life and power 
which we thirſted after. But when the ſtronger than he came, he battered his 
ſtrength, he aſſaulted and took his ſtrong-holds; he brake all his reaſon- 
ings, knowledge, wiſdom, and ſubtilty, wherein he truſted, and made ſpoil 
of his goods, and delivered the captives from under his hand. 8 
For, inderd, when the mighty day of the Lord came upon us, and his 
pure heavenly light ſhone in our hearts, God ſearched Jerufalem as with 
candles, diſcovering the moſt hidden things of: Eſau's nature inwardly : and 
then all the knowledge and wiſdom, all the underſtanding and experiences, 
which were treaſured up in us out of the pure life, out of the truth, which 
Vol. II. Ff f lives 
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lives. and abides, they were found dead, and condemned as dead in us, and 


ſo caſt forth, as the treaſures of Egypt and Babylon, and thrown to the 

batts and moles; who either creep up and down in the earthly nature, or 

— * in the dark dreams and imaginations of the night of darkneſs and 
a 

ary 24 when the true ight ſhines, it diſcovers what the. 0 0 and what 

the night is; and the t things which are of the day, and the things alſo 

which are of the night. 


Now when the Lord thus appeared 1 unto us, and cauſed the light of his 


Son to ſhine in us, many of us quick] 9s: wy out of Egypt, turning our 


backs upon the darkneſs; and went willingly into the wilderneſs, to travel 
along with the Lord, and to be —— and fitted there for the 

the land which 
flows with milk and honey (which is pure heavenly. food), /whither they that 
come, find the excellent vine, which bears the heavenly grapes, of which is 
the wine of the kingdoin, and the true olive, which yields ſweet oil; and 
houſes which they-built not, wherein are many manſions of reſt and 
glory; and vineyards which they planted not, wherein the living 3 
grow, and ſpring up in the SR of the Lord, who dwells among his, 

d holy plantations. 

But there were others, who were loth to come out of Egypt, or to for- 
ſake the idols and way of worſhip in Egypt and Babylon, whom the ene- 
my long held captive 1n their thoughts and reaſpnings, and in the diſput- 
ings of their minds, 


Now theſe ſuffered much, and felt many of the irokes and dreadful 


Judgments of the Lord, poured out upon that ſpirit. in them, which held 


them captive, and upon them for their hearkenings and joinings to the ſub- 
til twinings, and entangling reaſonings and ſuggeſtions of that ſpirit. For 
the enemy uſeth all his ſtrength and ſubtilty to the utmeſt, to hold his 
captives in ſubjection to him, and under his power, as long as ever he can. 
He keeps every hold, he ſtrengthens every reaſoning, and every thought 
and imagination of che mind againſt God's call, againſt the appearances of 
his Spirit i in the heart. Do not go yet (ſaith the enemy); thy way is not yet 


Plain before thee, thy light is not yet clear enough ; the reaſon or 1 


which is objected, is not yet fully anſwered. Thou art to try all tbings; 
there is this, or that, or the other conſideration, which thou Mes not Jet rk, o or 
conſidered of fully, and ſatisfattorily to thy own heart. 

Thus many pure drawings of the Father (in which there was light ſuſfi- 
cient for the ſoul to follow) have been loſt, . and the ſoul thereby hach miſſ- 
ed of the hand which was put forth (in the tander ny che LONG to 
help and fave it. 


Queſt. But ſome may ſay ; What have ye. n of — 8 — 


we, or more than ye knew err. when ye walked among us, and pructiſed the 


ordinauces which coe pratiiſe * Have not we 1 — _ the- —_— ? 
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Do a puh them ? And is not the Spirit ef God in the ſeriptures ? ure 
„ and fo, having the eee, we Dave the” Spirit of | 
G ro? 10 : 
Anſw; It is not in my heart to enter into diſpute now, ids I am ſenſi- 
ble of the darkneſs from whence this objection ariſeth : and oh! that it 
were removed from their hearts in whom it is; for truly, we ourſelves were 
once there; and when we were there, we knew not the ſcriptures aright, as 
we ought'to know, nor the power of God! But to anſwer plainly and di. 
"= to the thing itſelf © : 
re are tree things T ſhall mention {befides many others, which might 
15 mentioned) which the Lord hath — us, ſince his Spirit and power 
hath appeared to us, and led us out of the darknels; towards, and into, 
the land of light; which are theſe. He hath taught us to believe, he hath 
— us to obey, and he hack taught us to pray to bim 1 in che name of 
18 n. 122221 
Object. Why, id je evt. len theſe be e ö 
Ale No, not ſo as the Lord hath now tau There was indeed 
ſome true faith from the true feed in us, an | Bing true obedience, and 
ſome pure breathings to the Father, in the days of our former profellion; . 
but we knew not the root from Whenee they came, fo as to turn it, and 
abide in it; and ſo the holy deſires, ànd true ſenſe in us, were often made 
a prey of, and we ſtill in want and Penury in a ſtrange land, and could not 
enjoy (poſſeſs or retain) what was freely given us of our God and Father 
in Chi; but ſtill a fleſhly wiſdom, a fleſhly comprehenſion, a fleſhly na- 
ture, mind. and knowledge (which i in that tay went with us for ſpiritual, as 
well as it doth fo with hots now), pecked up over it; and fo Hagar was in 
the houſe, and would be miſtreſs here, but was no "caſt outwith her Teed. 
Oh! who can read, and truly underſtand this! But when the Lord turned 
us to the light of his Spirit, and by the light and power of his Spirit 
brake the bonds and chains of darkneſs in us; then we could believe in 
him who appeared, and (in the ſtrength and virtue received from him) 
we could obey him, yielding our members inſtruments of righteouſpeſs 0 
do his will; and in the Spirit of the Son (which — then received in the 
faith, even the heavenly Spirit, the moſt excellent Sp _— could pray to 
the Father; firſt, ſighing and groaning before hit terwards Poufing 
out our requeſts and ſtpplications do Hit, Witli giving of thanks. 1 
Queſt. How did the Lord dete you t0 Believe © « v hat aul be teach pon 0 | 
believe now, more than before? * FRY 287 . . 
Anſeo. It i is written in the ets, all. chen be taught of . 
— in che new ene 2 55 i hey hall all. E an, frm 
ide leaſt to the 
Now, us We were bwescht by the Lojd! into the light of this covenant, 
we were taught thus to know him, and to believe in him, and his Son; as 
thus made known, So that we PFC revealing the Son, and oh 
Fff 2 
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Son revealing the Father; and our hearts were drawn to believe in both, as 
they were both revealed in us, and to us, and the revealing was in the 
Spirit of both, in the light of both, in the life of both, in the power of 
both; which Spirit, which light, which life, which power is one; ſo that 
he that indeed knows the Son, knows the Father alſo; and he that indeed 
knows the Father, knows the Son alſo. . 
Very deep and weighty was that anſwer of Chriſt to Philip, when Philip 
ſaid; ſhexw us: the Father, and it ſufficeth. Haſt thou not ſeen me, Philip? ſaid 
Chriſt. How is it that thou ſayeſt, ſhew us the Father ? He that bath. ſeen me, 
hath ſeen the Father alſo. Are they not one nature, one wiſdom, one 
power, one pure eternal being? Can the one poſſibly be ſeen, and not the 
ether? Though they may be diſtinguiſhed in manifeſtation, in the hearts 
where they are received; is it. poſſible they ſhould be divided. and ſeparated 
the one from the other ? | fy A453 813 
Thoſe that thus apprehend, plainly manifeſt, that they never received 
the true knowledge of the Father and Son; but have only notions and ap- 
prehenſions of man's wiſdom concerning them. 0 
So now to us there is but one God and. Father, Of whom: are all things; 
and we in bim; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom. are all things, and we by 
bim; and but one Spirit and power of life, which. we have received. of the 
Son and Father, through which we believe, and lay hold on the pure eter- 
nal power and Is of the Almighty,. which. redeems and faves the 
ſoul; and. ſo believing on him, who raiſed up our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead, here we meet with juſtification, and are at peace with our God, 
1 laying hold on his ſtrength, and being held by it. gh 
| | And ſo here, in the new covenant, under the teachings of God's Spirit, 
we witneſs that ſcripture fulfilled in our hearts, J. xxvii. 4, 5. 
ueſt. How. did the Lord teach you to obey? Ye do not obey the ten com- 
mandments ; ye neither learned, nor teach them: but all that ye obey is all light 
and fpirit within., which may be a ſpirit of deluſion, for aught ue know; and 
we believe it is ſo, becauſe. we ds not find it agreeing with the ſcriptures, nor 
you in the practice of the ordinances. of Cbriſt, according to the ſcriptures. 
Anſwu. That harſh. ſpirit, which in this manner objecteth, is not very fit 
nor likely to receive or embrace information, from the meek and tender 
Spirit of the Lamb; but there are ſome, who are broken and tendered, 
and fit to receive impreſſion and information from the Holy Spirit and power 
of our God; and to them, and for their ſakes, are my anſwers given forth 
and directed. So, for their ſakes, I ſhall proceed in plainneſs, and evi- 
dence of truth, anſwering, as the Lord fhall open my heart. 1 
Truly, the Lord hath taught us obedience, ſo as we never learned be- 
fore; putting his laws into our minds, and writing them in our hearts, and 
giving us his good Spirit to dwell in us, to quicken and help us to obey 
and perform his holy laws. And thoſe two commandments (on which the 
whole law and prophets hang); to wit, To /ave God with all our hearts, and 
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3 . as taught by Moſes and Chriſt; yea, the very 
ſubſtance of the law written in tables of ſtone, he hath inwardly written 
in our hearts, and taught us to obſerve and obey; ſo that we have no other 

God but him, who brought us out of ſpiritual Egypt, by his out · ſtretched 
arm and holy power, revealed inwardly for us, as ic was outwardly for that 
people of the Jews, whom God redeemed out of outward Egypft. 

Indeed before, other Lords had rule over us, and ſomewhat ill got 
between us and our God; fo that, when we were without the limits' of the 

ure power, we were idolaters in God's fight, though v we then knew it not; 
bur now we make mention of the Lord's name only. 

So the Lord hath taught us not to make any image, or likeneſs of his 
appearance, or of the heavenly things; not to form any thing in our minds 
from the ſcriptures; but to wait on ou, to know: his. W revealed in 
their on pure nature. 

The Lord hath likewiſe, rings us to fandtify this name, which he bend 
made known to us, and not to take it in vain; but to reverence his holy 
power and Spirit, in every degree of its appearance; for the name of our 
_ is living, and 1 is aply ſanctifird, and not taken in ung by thoſe s 
are livi 

Alſo the Lord hath taught us to ahne and keep: his holy ſabbath, * | 
day of reſt (even the day of the goſpel-reſt, for that is the ſabbath now); 
not doing our own works, or thinking our own thoughts, or kindling a fire 
_ of ourſelves, on his holy day; but ceaſing from our own willing and run- 

ning, and from all the works of the fleſh; and waiting to feel him work in 
us, both to will and to do of his good pleaſure ; which works in the Spirit 
oem of faith, of 1 * of mercy, Sc.) break not the n e or 
abbat t | 

And having thus earned the duties of the firſt table (the Lord having 
circumciſed our hearts to love the Lord our God. with all aur bearts, and 
to exalt him, his Spirit, his nature, his will, his name, his day in us), 
the duties of the ſecond table are eaſy and natural to us, and we cannot 
but dozo others as we would be done unto ; and ſo love and honour all men 
in the Lord, as the Lord teacheth us from the true and holy balance. 
Therefore, we cannot kill, or commit adultery, or Laus, or bear falſe witneſs, 
or covet any thing that is our neighbour's. © 

Then, for the laws and ordinances of the new roſtamene 3 the miniſtra- 
tion of the goſpel is a miniſtration of Spirit and power; even of the light 
of the everlaſting day, which the true mim was ſent to turn mens minds 
from the darkneſs to. 

And here we ſee what was taught and required before the 0 while 
the church was in its firſt glory; and what was permitted and. practiſed by 
permiſſion ; which were ſuch kind of things, as were not of the nature of 
the kingdom, not of the nature of the light of the goſpel-day; but of a 
lower nature, of an outwatd nature, of an earthly (clementary) _—_— 
nic 


206 Lie and Immbiytality brought to Light, &c. 
which vere to be. ſhaken: in due time, that that which could not be ſhaken 
(which they ſignified of, and repreſented) might remain, and be eſtabliſhed 

in the ſpiritual and heavenly Jeruſalem (which is the Jeruſalem of the goſ- 
pel) without any ſuch thing as could be ſtaken; as is teſtified, Herb. xii. 
22, to the end: and we underſtand alfo from God's Spirit, and from the 
ſcriptures of truth; that all ſuch kind of things were part of, or belong- 
ing to, the outward court; which was ſhaken, and given to the Gentiles, 
when God's Spirit meaſured what he would have abide with his true, in- 
ward, ſpiritual Jews; and what he would leave to the profeſſing world; 
= in mind, nature, and fpirit, and in God's account allo, are but Gen- 
Queſt. How did God teach you to pray? Surely ye never learned the Lord's 
prayer; for ye do not pratiiſe that among uus. 

Anſw. As God brought us into a ſenſible condition, ſo we came to feel 
our waits, and the need of our fouls, inwardly and ſpiritualljx. 

Now, waiting on the Lord in this ſenſe, when we meet together, and 
when we are alone alſo, the Lord breatheth upon us, and kindleth in us fer- 
vent defires and longings of ſoul after that which is pure, and to be deliver- 
ed from that which is impure ; and that we might be ingraffed more and 
more into Chriſt; and that judgment and I upon all 
that is not of God in us, and that our hearts might be ſo united to the 
Lord, as that we might fear his name fully. For we feel and obſerve, that 
all our life and ſtrength: flows from the union of our ſouls with. the Lord 
and therefore, above all things, we cry for that, and for ſeparation from 
that ſpirit which captivateth into the things of the earth, and in the earthly 


mind and nature.. 8 oro 40 i 4 | 

So we watch unto prayer, and watch for help from God in our calling 
upon him; and are dads ſenſible that we have need. both of watching 
and praying continually,” the enemy is ſo near, and the ſoul's ſnares and 
dangers © man.. 875 CULAR BER en 

And truly, Chrift, our Lord and maſter, who taught his difaples to pray 
formerly, hath taught us alſo to pray that very prayer; though not to ſay 
the words outwardly in the will of men, or in our own will; he hath taught 
our hearts to breathe after the ſame things, even that the name of our 
heavenly Father might be hallowed or ſanctified more and more, among all 
that call upon his name in truth, and eſpecially in our own hearts; and that 
his kingdom might come more and more, that he might reign more in 
Nr ge and the kingdom of fin and Satan be thrown down; and that 
his will might be done, even in our earth, as it is done in heavenly places 
where all the hoſts of God obey him; and that we might have every day a 
Proportion of the heaveniy bread, whereby our ſouls may live to him; and 

3 food and proviſion outward alſo, according as he ſeeth good, who 

careth for us. X | | | 


Now, 
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Noz as we are kept in the light, and watch to the light which diſcovers 
things, we ſee what we are kept out of, and what we at any time are en- 
tangled in, and fo zreſpaſs againſt the Lord; and then we are taught to beg 
pardon, and to wait where pardon is to be received, through our advocate, 
even as God hath taught us to forgive. © - 

| Yet this doth not imbolden any of the little ones to ſin; but they pray 
that they may not be led (or fall) into temptaiion; but may witneſs deliverance 
from the evil, which the enemy watcheth to betray and inſnare them wih. 
And theſe cries are put up to him, who is ready to hear, and who can an- 
ſwer and fulfill the deſires of them that love and fear him; and indeed nor 
only ſo, but they are alſo put up in faith, that in the way of God the 
ſoul ſhall obtain and receive what it prayeth and waiteth fo. 
Now we witneſs this to be true religion, and undefiled before God; and we 
are ſenſible that the Lord hath taught us this, and is with us in our faith, 
which he hath given us; in our obedience, in our praying to him in the 
name of his Son, in our watching, in our waiting, in the ſilence of our 
ſpirits, before his mighty and glorious majeſty. | 2 
Oh! that ye all knew our God, and his Chriſt, in the ſame covenant and 
power of life, wherein it hath pleaſed him to make himſelf manifeſt to 
us! Oh! awake! awake! out of your dreams, come out of the night of 
ſin and darkneſs, into the light of the day! _ „ 4 
Be not offended that I call them dreams of the night, for they are no 
better before the light of the day. Oh! be not contented with dreams 
concerning God; with dreams concerning fellowſhip with him and che 
ſaints in light; with dreams concerning remiſſion, concerning juſtification, 
concerning peace, concerning ſanctification, concerning the help of God's 
Spirit in prayer, S-. + 25 =, 

Ah! friends, dear friends (for ye, in whom there are any true breatheings 

after the Lord, are ſo to me); oh! let go the dead for the living; away 
with dead knowledge, dead faith, dead hope, dead prayers, dead under- 
ſtanding of the ſcriptures, dead ſtrivings after holineſs, which ye ſhall never 
obtain, but be ſtill bowed down under corruption, when at any time 
truly ſenſible, notwithſtanding all theſe (truly groaning and complaining is 
your beſt ſtate here, for your peace here is wrong); and come to feel that 
raiſed in you, in the true retired waiting upon the Lord, which ſhall cer- 
tainly obtain in you, as your minds are united to it, and come into the 
true ſenſe and ſubjection under it; and then ye ſhall obtain in it, and with 
it, what the hearts of all the upright (whether in captivity, or out of cap» 

tivity) breathe after! 930.1447 GOT © ne 
Oh! therefore, be not any longer prejudiced, by the ſubtil devices and 
deceits of the enemy, againſt that in your hearts which reproves hecaule 
of ſin; and likewiſe draws and leads into that which is holy; for it is no 
leſs than the pure, heavenly light of God's own Spirit, * 


408 Life and Immortality brought to Light, &c. 


through miſtake, miſunderſtanding, or want of true-experience, may judge 


Concerning the Goſpel State. 


HE goſpel is a miniſtration of the new covenant, or a ſpiritual mi- 

niſtration of the ſubſtance of all that was ſhadowed out under the 
law. There were many things under the law; but in the goſpel, God 
hath gathered all into one; in Chriſt there is but one ſeed, one Spirit, one 
life, one power, which redeems, one circumcifion, one baptiſm, one 
faith, &c. „„ | Fog”. 

The law was given by Moſes, and the miniſtration thereof continued 
through the prophets, until the ſeed ſhould come, which was to put an 
end to the law, and the righteouſneſs thereof (as in the letter) and bring in 
the righteouſneſs in the ſpirit, which ſhould laſt for ever. | | | 

The goſpel is by Chriſt, by whom God ſpake in the laſt days, who is 
the beloved Son, the prophet and high-prieſt of God, who is to be heard 
for ever; who taught his diſciples, while he was with them on earth, in 
that body of fleſh which his Father prepared for him; and afterwards by his 
Spirit (or holy anointing) whereby he continueth teaching his children, 
and bringing them up in the virtue, life, and power of the new covenant ; 
giving them a new heart and ſpirit, and cauſing the old nature of the 
earthly Adam to die in them, and paſs away from them. 9 8160 

The law was given to the Jew outward, and is againſt nature in man, 
which ſeems forward to obey, but will not. | 

The law alſo is given to check that part (or nature in man) which is 

above the ſeed, to which were all the ſhadows and types outward. 
But in the goſpel, which is the power of _- to the redemption of the 
ſoul, that part is done away, and the ſeed raiſed, and comes to live in the 
_ and the foul in the power which quickens it, in and through the 
eed. 

And ſo, here the life, and virtue, and nature of the ſeed overſhadows 
all, and changes all in the goſpel-miniſtration; ſo that here is a new hea- 
ven, and a new earth, wherein God reigns, and where righteouſneſs dwells; 
and the old things, wherein unrighteouſneſs dwelt, and wherein the devil 
reigned, are done away, and ſo his kingdom is deſtroyed, and laid waſte in 
man, and the kingdom of Chriſt ſet up, exalted, and eſtabliſhed. 

Then comes the mountain of the Lord's houſe to be known on the top, 
and above all the mountains and hills; and then is the flowing of the en- 
lightened ſoul thither, to learn of the Lord in his holy ſanctuary, that it 
may know his ways, and walk in his paths. Then is the voice of the true 
ſhepherd heard, and the law known (the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt 
Jeſus) which cometh out of Sion, and the Word of the Lord (even the _ 
| ne 
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One of Iſrael). gvhich cometh from Feruſalem. Then is the day of the Lord 
known z the mighty, wage an de of the 22 which is wt upon 
all fleſh, filencing it in the dread and awe of him, who is holy and pure; 
and the ſeed is then raiſed to, life, and in life and power, and the Lord 
alone exalted in that foul. For the San exalted the Father only, in_the days 
of bis fleſh;*and it is ſo now, - where-ever the ſame ſeed and power of life 
is nade_ manifeſt, c bored meds 

Then, after this ſhaking, after the work of this terrible day of the Lord 
in the heart, when God hath purged away the filth and blood of the defil 
ſoul and ſpirit, oP his Spirit of judgment and burning, then that which is 
left ſhall be called holy, and dedicated to the Lord, even in every one that 
is written and reckoned by God among the living in his Jeruſalem. _ And 
all God's tabernacles and dwelling-places on his holy mountain, and in his 
holy city, will he cover with the glory of his preſence ; and all their aſſem- 
blies (by his cloudy pillar, and by his ſhining flame) will God be a defence 

about; before 4 5 brightneſs (and the ariſing of his life and power in 
the midſt of his people) Satan with his devices and fiery darts ſhall fall ike 
flaſhes of lightning, and his ſtorms and winds ſhall not be able to pro 
vail againſt the houſes or dyelling-places which God builds on this his holy 
mountain of peace and ſalvation” _ | | i 

Then the rod of the ſtem of Jeſſe is known, and the branch which grow- 
eth out of his root, and the Spirit of the Lord reſting upon him. For 
grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt; and where the grace and truth which 
comes by Feſus Chriſt is received, and his everlaſting covenant entered into, 
there the ſame Spirit is poured forth, and reſts (even 1 the ſons), and 
true judgment is ſet up in the heart, and the ſoul eſtabliſhed in the righte- 
ouſneſs and peace of his kingdom. | oe oi 
So if any want wiſdom, let him aſk in faith; it is preſently given 
from the Spirit of wiſdom, which is. poured out upon the ſeed; which is 

a Spirit of underſtanding and knowledge, and of pure heavenly fear, &c. 
which maketh quick in underſtanding the fear of the Lord; which fear 
(being underſtood and obſerved) keepeth the heart clean, teaching it to 
avoid and keep out of all that defiles; ſo that here is not ſo much as a 
touching the unclean thing by any of the ſons and daughters, who are led 
by God's Spirit, and live and walk in the Spirit; but a following of the law 
of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus fully and perfectly. 

Leet ſin and imperfection received back to Sodom, Egypt, and Babylon, 
from whence it came; but let holineſs and unſtained beauty dwell in Sion; 
ha, let Urim and Thummim, even God's light and perfection, be with 
his redeemed people for ever and ever. 


* 


4 


Here the wolf dwells with the lamb, and the leopard lies with the kid, and 
the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, and the little child 
leads them. Here the lion devours not, but eats ſtraw like the ox; and 
the ſucking child, and the weaned child, can play in the hole of the aſp, and 
Vor. I. | Gge n ä 1 Ai bo 2 : put 


410 Life and | tality rought to Light, &c. 
put his hand on the cockatrice's den; and they that are in the power can 
tread upon ſerpents, and they cannot hurt, wound, poiſon, or deſtroy ; for 
there is ſafety all over God's holy mountain, and the venom or poiſon of 
the wicked ſpirit cannot reach thither, to hurt or poiſbn any there: for 
God's earth is filled with knowledge, with life, with pure living knowledge, 
which preſerves out of the reach of darkneſs and death. oo 
Nay, here Ephraim doth not envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim; for © 

the envying, vexing nature and ſpirit is taken out of them both. And 
here is turned to the Lord a people of a pure language, who ſpeak the 
truth as they feel it, as they receive it from the Lord, in the life of it, in 
the true ſenſe and underſtanding of it, and not according to their own ap- 
prehendings or imaginings concerning it, which are the vatious and many 
languages of Babe]. For in the feed, and of the ſeed, is the pure lan- 
guage; but out from the ſeed are the many voices and languages (even 
the confuſion of Babel); one ſpeaking as he apprehends, thus; another 
ſpeaking as he conceives, thus; ſo plainly manifeſting” that they are out 
Rout the evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit, whoſe voice is one, and 
language one, in all, in the day of the goſpel. . And he that ſpeaks other- 
wiſe than the law and teſtimony of life ſpeaks in the heart, it is either be- 
cauſe he knoweth not, or is not yet gathered into, the morning-light of the 
everlaſting day of the goſpel; for there all are to ſpeak, as the oracles of 


L 


God, the truth as it is in Jeſus. | 
In this day the anger of God is turned away, and condemnation come to 
an end (for there is no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit); and the Comforter is come, by whom 
God comforts the ſou]; and the foul with joy draweth water out of the wells 
or ſprings of the Comforter. Yea, the foul is gathered into the love (or 
into God, who is love), where the Saviour and ſalvation is felt, and God 
found ſuch a preſent: help and ſtrength in time of trouble, that fear is 
done away, and the Lord truſted and hoped in; yea, and boaſted of, in 
every condition. So that his name is made mention of, and ſung of, and 
exalted over all that can come to oppoſe or break down the work of his, 
power in the heart; inſomuch that the inhabitant of Sion cries 'out and 
ſhouts againſt the enemy, when he appears, becauſe the Holy One of Iſrael 
is ſo great in the midſt of her, who breaks the ſpear and the bow, the ſhield 
and the battle, Selah. See 1/ai. xii. | „ | | 
Yea, in this day the feaſt of fat things is made on God's holy mountain; 
of fat things full of marrow, and wines on the lees well refined. And in 
this mountain the veil of the covering (ſpread over the heart) is done away: 
for in the ſeed there is no feigned covering ; but an opening of the unveiled 
Fits to ſee the unveiled life and power, even the revealed arm of the Re- 
deemer. 7 8 
Who bath believed our report; and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? 
It was ſaid ſo in the old covenant, in the law diſpenſation ; but it is «ny | 
| 10 
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away in Chriſt, and the children there with open face behold (as in a mirror) 


the Wo che Lore „ Lewy dog Es £7 KG 
And here, where the ſeed is revealed, and the foul come into the ſeed, 
and become one with the ſeed, that is felt which breaketh the ſerpent's head; 
and when his head is broken, death is ſoon ſwallowed up in victory, and 
the tears of ſorrow wiped away (ſo that there is no room for any tears now, 
but tears of joy, tears of melting love and ſweetneſs, before the Lord), and 
the rebuke Ps of uncircumciſion taken away. For when God circum- 
ciſeth the heart, to love the Lord with all the beart, then it receiveth life 
from him, and then the ſhame and rebuke of the uncircumciſed and dead 
ſtate paſſeth away. | | 


And then faith the ſoul, Lo! this is my God I ſo much wanted, and ſo long 


waited for. Ob! be is come, be is come, to judge my heart in righteouſneſs, and 


to bring under all that. bath kept the ſeed under in me; and I feel him, my ſout's 
ſalvation, and my beart is glad in bim. And now I know the land of Fudab 


(for that land outwardly was but a figure of the inward), and the ſtrong city 


_ that is therein (which the righteous nation that _— the truth enters in at 
the gates of) where Ged appointeth ſalvation for wa 
xxv. and chap. xxvi. | | 


and bulwarks. See Iſai. 
And in this day, when the ſeed is raiſed, when the goſpel power reacheth 


to the ſeed, and raiſeth up the ſoul with the ſeed, and puniſheth Leviathan, 


that crooked ſerpent, and deftroyeth the place where the age lay, fo 
that as ſuch a place it can be found no more, becauſe the Lord hath made 
all things new, and laid waſte the old, then ſhall be ſung to her that was 
afflicted a vineyard of red wine, which the Lord will keep and water every 


moment, leſt any hurt it; yea, the Lord (who is the keeper of Iſrael, who 


neither ſlumbereth nor ſleepeth) will keep it night and day; and though 
fury be not in the Lord, yet he will go through the briars and thorns which 


ſet themſelves in battle againſt him, to hinder the current of his love and 


| bleſſings upon his heritage. 


But as for his people, God will be very * gracious to them, anſwering 
a 


them in all that they call upon him for, and being with them in the fire, 
and in the water; ſo that the waters ſhall not be able to overwhelm them, 


nor the flame of the fierceſt fire kindle upon them. For the enemies' fire 
ſhall not be able to burn up God's heritage, nor their waters to overflow 


them; but God's fire and waters ſhall overflow and conſume the adverſaries, 


as he pleaſeth to let forth his overflowing ſcourge and fiery indignation upon 
them | : 


The goſpel is a ſtate of pouring out the Spirit of God upon his ſeed, 


and his bleſſing upon his off-ſpring ; wherein he ſtrengthens that which is 
weak, and confirms that which is feeble; wherein he comforts worm Ja- 
cob, and recompenſeth vengeance to that which oppreſſed him, that which 


wounded him, that which bowed him down, that which cloſed his eye, 


Gg g 2 ſtopped 


— 
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ſtopped his ear, made him dumb and lame, hardened his heart from God's 
fear, Sc. that nature, that wiſdom,” that ſpirit, that power, is viſited with 
vengeance., That which emptied. him of the good, and made him deſo- 
late and ſolitary, is now ſmitten, diſtreſſed, ind made folitaty; and the 
priſoner of hope looſed, and brought out of the pit; and the" blind eye 
opened, and the deaf ear unſtopped, and the lame made to leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb to ſing, and the 1 ground become 
a pool, and the thirſty land ſprings of water; and that natufe wherein dra- 
cons dwelt is now changed, and life dwells there; and the holy ne earth 
brings forth her increaſe of life to the Lord, and the way of holineſs is 
made plain; which rough Eſau, or conceited Iſhmael, or ſacrificing Cain, 
(who hath not the true brotherly love in him) cannot come into; but holy 
Abel, bleſſed Iſaac, plain Jacob, walked therein, and inherited the bleſſing; 
and the ranſomed of the Lord return from all their defolations, captivities, 
and ſcatterings in the apoſtaſy, and come to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting 
Joy upon their heads, where they obtain joy and gladneſs, and where ſor- 
row and ſighing flee away. For when the Comforter is come to the ſoul, 
when the Spirit from on high is poured out upon it, then the wilderneſs 
becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful field is counted for a foreſt; then 
judgment dwells in the wilderneſs, and righteouſneſs remains in the fruitful 
field; then righteouſneſs is known, and the work thereof; and the work of 
righteouſneſs is peace, and the effect of righteoutneſs quietneſs, and aſ- 
ſurance for ever. And the people of God then dwell (even his holy Iſrael, 
his ſpiritual Iſrael, . the redeemed ones by his Spirit and power) in a peace- 
able habitation, and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting-places, where 

their God is to them as a munition of rocks, and as broad rivers of love, 
life, righteouſneſs, peace, joy, and bleſſedneſs for ever. | 
In the goſpel ſtate, the Lord, the Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael, 
who is the teacher of his people in the new covenant, who teacheth them 
to profit therein, and leadeth them in the way that they ſhould go: I ſay, 
in the goſpel ſtate he is known, and his voice hearkened to. My ſheep (thoſe 
Sa gather and redeem) hear my voice, end follow me, ſaith Chriſt ; who 
feed my flock like a ſhepherd, guiding them by my Spirit into freſh and 
green paſtures, gathering my lambs with my arm, carrying them in my 
boſom, and gently leading thoſe that are with young. Yea, I bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not, and lead them in paths they have 
not known. I make dark things light before them, and crooked things 
ſtrait. Theſe things do I do unto them, and will not forfake them. Yea, 
worm Jacob, which was tram pied upon by all, is now made a ſharp threſh- 
ing inſtrument having teeth, which threſheth the mountains (beating them 
ſmall) and makes the hills as chaff, which fans them, and the wind carrieth 
them away, and the whirlwind ſcattereth them; but Jacob rejoiceth in his 
God, and glorieth in the Holy One of Ifracl ; who openeth rivers in high- 
places, and fountains in the midſt of vallies; and makes the — 
| poo 
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pool of water, and the dry land ſprings of water. For the Lord hath com- 
forted Sion, and had compaſſion on her waſte „and on her oppreſſed ſeed. 
in Babylon; and hath ſaid to the priſoners, Go forth; and to them that ſat in 
darkneſs, ſbew.yourſehves abroad in the light; and he hath made her wilderneſs 
like Eden; and her deſart like the garden of the Lord; fo that Joy and 
gladneſs is found in her (even the joy of God's Spirit, which is unſpeax- 
able, and full of glory), with thankſgiving, and the voice of melody: for 
the deſtroyer, and thoſe that made her waſte, are gone forth of her, and 
great is the the Holy One in the midſt of her. So that the barren, that 
did not bear, ſings; and ſhe cries aloud, and breaks forth into ſinging, that 
did not travail with child; for. ſhe travails not now in vain, but rings 
forth abundantly : ſo that more are the children of the deſolate than of the 
formerly married wife. And how can it be otherwiſe ? For the Maker is 
the huſband, who hath made an everlaſting covenant of peace with the ſoul 
in the Son of his love, and. keeps and preſerves in that covenant, where 
the Lord can never be wroth the ſoul, nor rebuke it: for here all the chil- 
dren of the Lord are taught of the Lord, and kept in his holy fear, and in 
ſubjection to his Spirit; and great is their peace, and in righteouſneſs are 
they eſtabliſned, and are far from oppreſſion, the terror whereof cannot 
come near them. | FATS Ss its 
There are three or four things yet more on my heart to mention con-. 
cerning the goſpel ſtate. Choo, Bans 
Firſt, In it the goſpel faſt is known ; which is not to afflif the ſoul, or 
hang down the head like a bulruſh for a day ; but to looſe the' bands of 
| wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppreſſed go free, to 
break every yoke, to deal one's bread to the hungry (0 uiſit the fatherleſs 
and widows in their affiiftion, and to keep one's ſelf unſpotted from the 
worldly ſpirit and nature, which defiles, and ſo not to touch the unclean 
thing). | | * Os „ 
Then the light of the ſoul breaks forth as the morning, and its health 
ſprings forth ſpeedily, and its righteouſneſs goeth before it (for that which 
Judgeth unrighteouſneſs, that is its righteouſneſs; which inſtead of coming 
after, to reprove and condemn, now goeth before), and the glory of the 
Lord is the reward, coming after to preſerve and defend all that ſprings up 
in the power. Oh! bleſſed is he that witneſſeth this ſtate ! 5 
Secondly, In the goſpel ſtate the goſpel ſabbath is kept, and known to 
be God's holy day, and called a delight (the holy of the Lord, honourable), 
and the Lord is honoured in it by the ſoul while it walketh not in its own 
ways, nor findeth its own pleaſures, nor ſpeaketh its own words: and then 
the ſoul delighteth itſelf in the Lord, who then (in this ſtate) cauſeth it to 
ride on the high-places of the earth, and feedeth it with the. heritage of Ja- 
cob its father. What is that? What is Jacob's heritage? What is it that 
Jacob is to be fed with, and inherit? Is it any leſs than the life and bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the promiſed land? Is it any leſs than the hidden manna ? Is. it 
x 2ny 
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any leſs than the fruit of the living vine? wunde che ſweetneſs | 
pr fatneſs of the true 'olive-tree? . ; 5 

Thirdly, In it the garment of a is put on, even the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt; for here the filthy garments are put off, and the pure garments 
put on. For here the Lord hath appointed to them that have mourned in 
Sion, to give them beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for monrning, and the. garment 
of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs, that they might be called trees of rig - 
teouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. So that 
here the ſoul can truly fay, I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul ſhall be 
joyful in my God; for be hath cloathed me with the garments of ſalvation ; be 
hath covered me with the rabe of 1 For as the earth bringeth 
forth her bud, and as the garden cauſeth the things that are ſown in it to 
ſpring forth, ſo the Lord hath cauſed righteouſneſs and praiſe to ſpring 
forth before the eyes of all that are truly opened by him; and he will not 
draw back his arm, or put up the ſword which he hath drawn, till he hath 
deſtroyed his adverſaries, and laid waſte the mount of Eſau, and made his 
Jeruſalem the praiſe of the whole earth. Amen, hallelujab.! ! ; 

And here is the love which caſteth out fear, and removeth care; ſo that 

they that dwell here are careful in nothing, but in every thing make their 
requeſts known to God by prayer and ſupplication, with thankigiving ; and 
the peace of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, guards the heart and mind, 
through Chriſt Jeſus. So that here God glorifieth the ſoul, changing it 
from glory to glory, in and by his Spirit; and God is praiſed and glorified 
in and by the ſoul, and the heart kept pure and chaſte in the eye of the 
Lord; and the converſation ordered aright by his Spirit and power, in 
which the ſoul lives and walks, and his ſalvation ſeen and enjoyed daily 
more and more. So that here is a poſſeſſion or inheritance of life in the 
kingdom (in the holy land of the living) of which there is no end. Ever- 
laſting endleſs prayers to the Holy One of Iſrael (whoſe tabernacle is with 
men, and who dwelleth in the midſt of his people) for ever and ever. 
Now if any one doubt concerning the truth of theſe things, this word. 

is in my heart to ſuch, Come, and ſee. Oh! come and ſee the glory of the 
Lord, and the power of his life, and righteouſneſs of his kingdom, which 

is now revealed, after the long night of darkneſs! Oh! bleſſed, bleſſed be 
his name, who hath cauſed his light to ſhine, and opened the eye (which was 
once blind) to ſee it! 

Queſt. But how may I come to ſee the * of the goſpel fate? 

 Anſw. Come to the ſeed, and wait to feel and receive the power which 
raiſeth the ſeed in the heart, and bringeth the heart, ſoul, mind, and ſpirit 
into union with the ſeed. 


Queſt. But how may I come to the ſced; and bow may I wait aright to feel 
and receive the power which raiſeth it ? 


Anſw. Mind that in thee which ſearcheth the heart, and what it reacheth 
to, and * in thee; what it . thee from, what it my 
thee 


SEE, 
* nn 
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thee to; how it ſheweth thee thine own inability: to follow, and how it giveth 
ability when thou art weary of toiling and labouring of thyſelf. Oh! this is 
be whom we have waited for! Thus he appeared to us; thus he taught us 
to turn in, and to turn from the kingdom of darkneſs within, towards the 
kingdom of light, which the ſeedſman had ſown in us as a grain of 


muſtard- ſeed; which when we found, we knew it to be the pearl of price 
and were made willing to ſell all for it; and now it is purchaſed, and alſo 
poſſeſſed in a good meaſure ; bleſſed be the name of our merciful God, and 
render father, for ever and ever. en e e 
O hungering and thirſting ſoul after life (after truth, after the Lamb's 
righteouſneſs), do thou alſo wait to be taught of the Lord (who thus taught 
us), and then do thou go and do ſo likewiſe, and thou wilt never repent of 
this purchaſe, or of what thou parteſt with for it, when once thou comeſt 
to enjoy and poſſeſs any proportion of it. 1 | 1 0 | 
The Lord make thee ſenſible of the viſits, drawings, and leadings of his 
Holy Spirit, and guide thy feet thereby into the way of truth and peace. 


{ 


Concerning Baptiſm. 


4 


He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall-be ſaved ; bur ke that believerh nor, 
| ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. „ 


= \HIS is a very weighty ſcripture, and neceſſary for every Chriſtian 
rightly to- underſtand, that bo may ſo believe, and be ſo baptized, as 
to witneſs ſalvation by the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. E e 

Now what believing is this which is here required as neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and which the promiſe of ſalvation is to? Is it any leſs than a believing in tbe 
Lord Feſus Chrift, from a ſenſe of the power which the Father hath given 
him to fave with? Is it not an inward believing; a- believing wich the 
heart? And what baptiſm or waſhing is it which faves? Is it not an in- 
ward waſhing, a waſhing of the ſoul, a waſhing of the heart, a waſhing of 
the conſcience, from dead works, to ſerve the living God? Doth outward 
waſhing fave the foul? Inward waſhing doth; baptizing into the name doth.” 
Bodily exerciſe profiteth little; but godlineſs (the inwardly renewing and 
waſhing of the mind) profiteth greatly. We | 

There is one faith, one baptiſm. Is not the true faith inward and ſpiritual? 
Is not the one baptiſm ſo alſo ? Sure I am, that he that thus believeth, and 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, remaineth in the 
filthy, unwaſhed ſtate, in which there neither is, not can be, ſalvation ; but 
judgment and condemnation, death and deſtruction, for ever. 

The apoſtle Peter ſhews, Pet. iii. what the baptiſm is which faveth, even 
that which is the antitype, or which inwardly or ſpiritually anſwers — 
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ark. The Greek word is Arme, which ſignifieth the antitybe, or that 

: which anſwers to the type; the ſubſtance, wlich comes inſtead of the figure 

or ſhadow; and ſo it is more properly and naturally rendered in the old 
tranſlation thus : The baptiſm that now is, anſwering that figure, ſaveth. For 
as Noah's ark ſaved the bodies of thoſe that were in it when God came to 
judge and deſtroy the old world; fo the inward waſhing ſaveth thoſe that 
are waſhed thereby from the wrath and deſtruction which will come upon 
all that are unwaſhed. _ 804 | ee e me; Dy bent 

Now leſt any ſhould miſunderſtand and miſapply his words, as if he 
youu concerning outward baptiſm, or waſhing, he explaineth himſelf in 
the following words : Not (alth he) the putting away of the filth of the feſo, 
not the outward waſhing of the body, that is not it that ſaves ; but that bap- 
tiſm which cauſeth the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, by 5 

reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. For this is the effect of the inward baptiſm; 
ſin being waſhed away by the water of life, by the blood of the Lamb, that 
which is new, that which is renewed, riſeth up out of the water which 
waſheth away fin; and then the pure and good conſcience anſwers to God, 
and the ſoul knows and partakes of both the death and reſurrection of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and ſo being baptized by the one baptiſm, even the 
baptiſm of Chriſt, into the one body, comes into the ſtate and fellowſhip of 
the living. Another apoſtle alſo ſpeaketh of the inward waſhing, even the 
waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; by which, ſaith 
he, God according to his mercy ſaved us, Titus iii. 5. 

The apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of a circumciſion made without hands, and tells 
wherein it conſiſts; to wit, in putting off the body of the fins of the fleſh: 
and ſheweth how this is effected; namely, not by Moſes's circumciſion, but 
by the circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. ii. 21. And truly they who are thus 
circumciſed are the true circumciſion, the ſpiritual circumciſion, who wor- 
ſhip God in the Spirit, and have no confidence in the fleſh, but rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus, who thus circumciſeth them. Now in the next verſe he 
ſpeaketh of baptiſm, of being buried with Chriſt in baptiſm, and of riſing with 
Bim in the ſame, through the faith of the operation of God, who raiſed him from 
_ the dead. What is this baptiſm ? Is it inferior to the circumciſion before 
ſpoken of? Is it not without hands alſo ? What is it that buries into the 
death of Chriſt; that raiſeth into the life of Chriſt through the faith of the 
operation of God? Is not this the one ſpiritual and heavenly baptiſm, 
wherewith the one body is baptized by the one Spirit ? What doth outward 
circumciſion avail ? Doth it avail any thing? What doth outward waſhing 
avail? Doth it avail any more than outward circumciſion ? But the inward 
circumciſion of the Jew inward, and the inward waſhing of the ſoul from 
| fin, doth avail very much. 

Now for that place, Matt. xxviii. 19. where Chriſt expreſly command- 
eth baptizing, it is a queſtion very weighty, and worthy duly to be con- 
ſidered, what baptiſm he there commandeth. For if it be outward — 

| | they 


4 


in the name,” or rather (as the Greek is) into the name of 


| d it to be the inward: * baptiſm z 
bur if it es — — and foinitnal baptiſm-which Chriſt intended: in thoſe 
words, then they greatly err who apprehend it to be the outward. "Now 
conſider the words in the fear and weight of God's Spirit. 

It is ſaid, Go teach, baptizing ; but it is nat ſaid, baptizing with water, but 
"Fan and of 


the Son, and of the Holy Gbeſt. 

Now to baptize with water is one thing, arid to baptine into the name is 
another; as they who experience the ſpiritual baptiſm know ir to be. For 
the word of faith turns men from Satan to the power of life; and then 2 
they receive the power, and are e of the power, th 
baptized into the power and virtue of life; and ſo they are e buried (ſo for 
as they come into Chriſt) by the power of his Spirit, with this heavenly 


_ baptiſm, into death unto! fin, and by the ſame power are made alive unto 


righteouſneſs ;” and ſo the name of the Lord, the name of the Father, Son 


and Spirit, comes over them, and they riſe up in it unto life and righte- 


ouſneſs, and fo are dead unto fin, and alive unto God. Now any outward | 
circumciſing or waſhing can be but a _— of this ; but the inward cir- 


| com—_ and waſhing is the thing itſel 


For Chriſt ſent not his able mi- 
niſters the New Teſtament to miniſter the letter, or to miniſter the 
figures of things; but to miniſter the Spirit, (elſe how were they able mi- 
niſters of the Spirit?) to miniſter the ſubſtance; not to miniſter a circum- 
ciſion or baptiſm which might be ſhaken and paſs away, as outward and 
elementary, but to miniſter the circumcifion and baptiſm which cannot be 
ſhaken ; which is the circumciſion and baptiſm of the goſpel, the circum- 
cifion and baptiſm of the Spirit, the circumciſion and baptiſm of the king- 
dom, which is never to be ſhaken and paſs away as elementary, but to ſtand 
and abide for. ever. Read Heb. xii. 26, 27, 28. and conſider how all elemen- 


tary and outward things which could be ſhaken, were to be ſhaken and paſs 


away; that thoſe things which were of an higher nature (even of the nature | 
of the kingdom), might remain and be eſtabliſhed in their ſtead. 

And indeed as the inward circumciſion could not be throughly and. 
alone eſtabliſhed while the figure thereof remained, the ſame may be truly 
ſaid concerning the inward baptiſm ; ſo that by this it may appear, that 
the baptiſm of water cannot be the baptiſm which Chriſt intended in this 
place, becauſe the baptiſm here ſpoken of was to continue to the end of 
the world; but the baptiſm of water is plainly of ſuch an outward ele- 


mentary nature, as might be ſhaken as well as circumciſion, and fo was 


to be ſhaken in due time, that that which could not be ſhaken might re- 


main. Read alſo Rev. xi. 12. where it is plainly Ggnified, under that 


phraſe of the outward court being left out of God's meaſure, and given 
to the Gentiles, that things of ſuch a nature were ſhaken; and fo were 
thoſe that were not the true and ſpiritual worſhippers in God's ſight. Far 


they are Jews under the goſpel who are Jews inwardly ; and they who are 
Vor. Ms HK not 


— 
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(2 


no Jews inwardly, are by God's Spirit numbered amongſt the Gentiles, 

And conſider how not only the notorious Heathen, but ſuch as had got the 
form of godlineſs, but denied the pomer thereof, were rejected, with their outſide 
ſhadows, as really as outward Jeruſalem was rejected. to be trodden under foot 

of the Gentiles. _ | AR xy e 
Object. 1. But againſt this it is objedted, tbat the baptiſm af the Spirit cannot 
be the baptiſm ſpoken of in this place, becauſe the baptiſm ſpoken of in this place 
is commanded ; but the baptiſm of the Spirit was never commangaed, nor. was it 
any man's fin not to be ſo baptized. wy 


— 


Anſw. Surely this is a. great miſtake. Was the inward waſhing of the 
heart never commanded ? Rent your hearts, and not your garments, What 
is this but the ſpiritual baptiſm ? The goſpel is a miniſtration of inward 
things, and the inward things are ſtrictly commanded there. Can any 
man be ſaved without inward = 55.1 and is he not commanded to re- 
ceive inward baptizing? and doth he not ſin, if he do not wait to receive 
it, and give up his heart and ſoul to be baptized by God's Holy Spirit? If 
the eye were opened in people to look into the goſpel-miniſtration, and 
into the inward nature of things, this might eaſily be demonſtrated to the 
leaſt babe there. For as the goſpel was before the law, and could not 
be diſannulled by the law; ſo this miniſtration of the Spirit's baptiſm (for 
nature and kind) was long before John's baptiſm, and could not be dif- 
annulled by any outward miniſtration of baptiſm, but abideth the ſame for 
ever; and is to have its place in the goſpel-ſtate, where the figures and 
ſhadows of things paſs away, and that which 1s true, laſting and ſubſtantial, 

filleth up the room thereof, | 


= 


Now the baptiſm of the Spirit, or the ſpiritual waſhing and circumciſing 
the heart (which is all one in ſubſtance), was called for and required of the 
Jews under the law; and it was their ſin not to anſwer God's call and re- 
quiring therein, Conſider theſe ſcriptures following, with many more of 
the like nature; Break up your fallow-ground, and ſow not. among thorns, 
Jer. iv. 3. Can the fallow-ground be broken up, and the thorns rooted 
out (elſe the ſowing will be amongſt them), without the circumciſion or 
baptiſm of the Spirit, which is all one in nature and ground? Again: Cir- 
cumciſe the fore-ſkin of your hearts, and be no more ſtiff-necked, Deut. x. 16. 
Make you a new heart and a new ſpirit , for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ! 
Ezek. xvii. 31. (Is not this all one in ſubſtance with that ſcripture, He 
that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved?) O Feruſalem, waſh thine heart 
from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved ! how long ſhall thy vain thoughts 

lodge within thee ! Jer. iv. 14. Waſh ye, make you clean, put. away the evil of 
| your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well; ſeek judg- 
ment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, plead for the widow. Come 
now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: though your fins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as ſnow , though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
woot. If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the land; but 7 - 
| | refuſe 
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refuſe tens ye Pall be devoured with the ford: for the mouth of the Lord 
barb Reden it, Iſai. i. 16. to 21, © © 

Is not here the true baptiſm, and the remiſſion of ans, which enſueth 
thereupon, with the bleſſing on the baptized eftate, and the curſe on the 
unbaptized, which extendeth both 9 NV and Gentile ? for with God a 
is no reſpeñt of perſons. © 

Oh I that men could read the ſcriptures of much, with the true ſpirit 
and with the true underftanding | For theſe things which were written to 
the people of the Jews, were written for our learning; and precious things 
may be learned from the ſcriptures, by thoſe whoſe eyes are opened 
the Lord, and who keep cloſe in their reading to that which anointeth and 
openeth the eye; whereas others cannot but miſunderſtand and wreſt them, 


to their own great danger at leaſt, if not to the ruin and deſtruRtion of 
their ſouls. 


I ſhall here mention but one place more, which is that of Pal. li. 19. 
The ſacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit, a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. Can any offer up the ſacrifice to God, but he who is 
inwardly and ſpiritually waſhed from that which defileth and hardeneth? 
And doth not God require this baptiſm ? And what is this but the baptiſm 
of the Spirit? who thus waſheth the foul with his heavenly water, in the 
miniſtration of his word and power, when the virtue and efficacy thereof 
reacheth to the heart, in and through the faith. 

Object. 2. The baptiſm of the Spirit cannot be here intended, becauſe this bap- 
 tiſm is to be adminiſtered by men; but the baptiſm of the Spirit was never admi- | 

niſtered by men; Feſus Chriſt was the alone miniſter of this baptiſm. 

Anſwwv. The apoſtle faith, that God bad made them able miniſters of the New 
Teſtament ;, not of the letter, but of the Spirit : for the letter killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life, 2 Cor. iii. 6. 

Mark ; They were made able miniſters by God, of that which giveth 
life : and that they did miniſter the Spirit by impoſition of hands, is mani- 
feſt, As xix. 6. and in many other ſcriptures. 
| Indeed the apoſtles were not able of themſelves, or by any virtue or 
ſtrength of their own, to beget men to God, or to baptize men into his name 

and power; but their ſufficiency was of God. 
Again, Paul was ſent to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, As xxvi. 1 8. 
Now, opening the eyes of the blind is as peculiar to Chrift, as baptizing 
with the Spirit can be. 

When Chriſt gave his apoſtles commiſſion to teach, baptizing, he told 
them, All power in heaven and earth was given bim; and bid them not depart 
from Jeruſalem, but wait for the promiſe of the Father : for Jobn truly bap- 
 tzed with water, but ye fall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt* not many days 

bence; and that then they ſhould receive power. What to do? To baptize 
with water? or to baptize into the name with the ſame baptiſm eee 

they themſelves were — ? See Matt. xxviit. and Als i. 
Hhh2 Now 
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Now if this commiſſion (here given to the apoſtles, Matt. xxviii. 16, 
&c.) was to baptize with water, then Paul was inferior to the other apoſ- 
tles: for he, though he had ſeen the Lord, and was ſent from him to open 
the eyes of the Gentiles; yet he was not ſent to baptize with water, as he 
expreſsly ſaith : be was not ſent. to baptize (that is, outwardly with water) 
but to preath the goſpel. But if the baptiſm intended by Chriſt was inward 
and ſpiritual, even into the name, virtue, life, and power of the Spirit, 
then Paul had the apoſtolick commiſſion as fully as any of the reſt, and the 
grace and power of God did work as. mightily in him to this end as in 
any of them. Eta | 
But men are as much miſtaken about the teaching required by this com- 
miſſion as about this baptiſm : for this teaching is not a literal teaching 
of things, or a diſcipline into an outward knowledge and way, but a teach- 
ing in the Spirit and power; and him whom God enableth ſo to do, he 
_ alſo enableth to baptize into the ſame Spirit and power. Yea, indeed, when 
the life and power miniſters (the word ſpoken being mixed with faith in 
them that hear), it brings the earthly part under, and brings the life and 
power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt over the heart and ſpirit. And this is the 
true baptiſm, and the ſubſtance of the figure or ſhadow,. which was. before 
the figure either of baptiſm or circumciſion was, and remains when. they 
are gone. | wrt” 
Object. 3. This baptiſm in the commiſſion was to all nations; but. the baptiſm 
of the Spirit fell only on ſome. few at the beginning. | | 
Anſw. The promiſe of receiving the Spirit is upon believing, and it 
extendeth to every one that believeth. He that believeth on me, as the ſcrip- 
ture hath. ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water: but this 
Tpake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould receive, Jobn 
vii. 38, 39. | | | | 
Anſwerably Peter ſaid to that great aſſembly to which he preached, 
whereof there were added about three thouſand ſouls, Repent and be baptized 
every one of you, in the name of Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye 
ſhall receive the gift. of the Holy Ghoſt : for the promiſe is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God ſhail 
call, Acts ii. 38, 39. | | 
Indeed ſeveral gifts of the Spirit were given. (ſome to one, ſome to an- 
other, according to the pleaſure of the giver), and diverſities of maniteſta- 
tions and operations of the ſame inward life and power: but every one re- 
ceived ſo much of the Spirit as to make him a ſon, and to cry Abha Father, 
— BAA ĩ ˙ A | _—__ | 
And this is the one waſhing which all the flock. are waſhed with, and fo 
baptized into the one, pure, living body: and this is the ſubſtance of the 
figure, which ſubſtance belongs to the goſpel-ſtate ; though God alſo ſaw 
an uſe of ſome figures in that day, and fo inclined their hearts then to 
make uſe of them, which his gathered ſons and daughters (by the ebe. 
| ET | pirit 


iin ſeveral. weighty Querie. Jon 
Spirit and power in this day) would make uſe of alſo,” if the Lord dit. ſo 
require them. For the Lord is our judge, and the Lord is our king, the 
Lord is our lawgiver; who by his Spirit and power determines in every 
age what he would have his people do; and who leads into the way of 
life, truth, and holineſs, which always was and is but one and the ſins 
for ever. | e 8 | It 
And what if the Lord, who hath cauſed his everlaſting day to dawn again, 
and the everlaſting goſpel to be preached again, will have every ſhadow and 


figure to fly away (ſeeing they are but of one elementary nature and uſe, and 


not everlaſting and abiding); who may gainſay him herein, and ſay, that 
this is not the miniſtration of the everlaſting ſubſtance, or the ſame goſpel 
the apoſtles preached, becauſe ſome ſhadows which they expect, and have a 
ſtrong belief concerning, are not found therein? n 
Object. 4. The baptiſm in this commiſſion cannot be the baptiſm of the Spirit, 
becauſe it is to be adminiſtered in the name of the Spirit. | 
Anſw. The Greek word is not 'r, which ſignifieth in; but ss, which ſig- 
nifieth into: fo that the baptiſm here commanded is to baptize into the 
name, into the Father's name, into the Son's name, into the Spirit's name, 
by turning them from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan to God; 
and then the power and life of God's Holy Spirit comes over their hearts 
and minds, and breaketh the power of Satan, and waſheth their conſciences 
from that which is dead, and plungeth or dippeth them into that which 
is living. VV | ol 
Now as God made them able miniſters of the New Teſtament (which is 
a ſpiritual miniſtry, an inward miniſtry), and gave them the heavenly trea- 
ſure of life and of his Spirit to miniſter with; ſo he required and expected 
of them the work of the ſpiritual miniſtry, which was the ſpiritual teaching 
and ſpiritual baptizing into the inward name. | te. 
But that there was alſo a baptizing with outward water, that T do not 
deny; and that it was of uſe, as a type to the weak and ceremonious ſtate 
the Jews were in (when Chrift ſent forth his apoſtles to gather them out of 
the law-ſtate into the goſpel-ſtate) I am alſo fatisfied in: but it hath, been 
fince corrupted, and ſet up above its place by apoſtates; and every one 
ſhould conſider and wait on the Lord, to know what God requires and will 
accept of him. For the kingdom of God ſtands not in meats or drinks, or 
any outward waſhings, nor comes in the way of. man's obſervation, but in 
an heavenly ſeed, and in the Holy Spirit and power of life; which, happy 
are they who are made partakers of, baptized with, and led by. God will 
try every man's religion, work and practices, by the true reed or meaſuring 
line: bleſſed is he. whoſe. religion will bear that trial! | n 
It is a great matter to know the goſpel- ſtate and miniſtration, the goſpel- 
Spirit and power, the goſpel-church and ordinances, the words of the holy 
prophets concerning the day of the goſpel, the words of Chriſt ä 
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the kingdom and power of God, the words of the apoſtles concerning the 
8 faith, and the Word which was from the beginning. 5 
Theſe are weighty things, and of great concernment, about which men 
may eaſily miſs and wreſt the ſcriptures, unleſs they be enlightened by the 
Lord in the renewing of their minds, and their eye kept to the holy anoint- 
ing, that they may not out-run (and ſo imagine and conceive of themſelves 
according to their own ability of underſtanding), but know and keep to 
the gift and inſpiration of the Almighty, which giveth true underſtanding. - 
For as no man knoweth the mind of a man, but man's own ſpirit within 
him; fo the mind of God (in the words which his Spirit ſpake), no man 
knoweth but his Spirit. And there is a key of knowledge to open the 
words of ſcripture by, which they cannot be opened without; I mean, ſuch 
ſcriptures as relate to the myſtery of life and ſalvation, which was always hid 
from the wiſe and prudent in every age. | | 
The phariſees had got a great deal of knowledge and underſtanding of the 
law of God, and propheſies of things to come, from the words of Moſes 
and the prophets; but they had not the key of knowledge; and /o they 
erred, not knowing the ſcriptures (notwithſtanding all their diligent reading 
and ſtudying them), nor the power of God. | & 
Every one had need be wary leſt he err after the ſame manner, and ſo ſet 
up his own apprehenſions from the ſcriptures, inſtead of God's truth and 
the mind of his Holy Spirit; for then he cannot but alſo oppoſe that which 
is indeed his truth, and truly agreeable to the ſcriptures, though to man's 
miſ-biaſſed judgment it may ſeem different or contrary. 
The Lord beget in peoples hearts true deſires after himſelf, and guide 
them into the way wherein they may obtain all the deſires of their ſouls, 
which he begets in them; and the Lord preſerve all that fear him, from 
claſhing againſt the preſent diſpenſation of his life and power in their day 


and generation 


The phariſees little thought they would have killed the prophets, had they 
lived in their days: nay, they greatly condemned their fathers for ſo doing; 
and yet they themſelves crucified Chriſt. And many now little think they 

would have crucified Chriſt, had they lived in the days of his fleſh; and yet 
they diſdain, reproach, and perſecute the appearance of the ſame Spirit, life 
and power, as it now appeareth in his ſaints, whom he hath redeemed and 
dwelleth in, and in whom he manifeſteth himſelf, preacheth and ſuffereth, 
whatever men think of them. | | 

Oh! bleſſed are they that are not offended in Chriſt, in the preſent appear- 
ance of his life and power! For they are not offended at him who —_ life 
in the Father's name to all that receive him and wait upon him, and worſhip 
in the quickenings and virtue of his Spirit. 


XXI. Some 


int ſeveral weighty Queries. 443 


Some Queſtions anſwered, . concerning the Gentiles doing by Nature the 
Things contained in the Law; and fo ſhewing the Work of the Law 
written in their Hearts, Rom. ii. 14, 15. „ Oey oe» 


Queſt. r. Y 'what' nature did the Gentiles the things contained in the law? 
| By tbe enlightened or unenlightened nature? By nature, as it 
lieth corrupted in the fall, or by nature in ſome meaſure renewed by the light of 
God's Spirit ſhining in the heart? And by what covenant was the law written 
in their hearts? Is not the writing of the law in the heart a promiſe of the 
new covenant * And can it be writ in any heart, but by virtue of the new cove- 
nan! Is not the leaſt writing of the law in the beart a degree of the promiſe ? 
For the old covenant contains only the law in the letter; but the new covenant. 
contains the writing of the law in the heart by the Spirit. „„ 
Anſw. The apoſtle had ſhewed before, that that which might be known 
of God was manifeſt in them, for God had ſhewed it unto them; ſo that 
they had a manifeſtation of the light of God's Spirit in them, whereby 
they might diſcern his eternal power and godhead, in or by the things 
made; for that whick is viſible ſhadows out and declares that which is in- 
viſible, which the inward eye ſees, being opened by the Lord. | 
Now their hearts being joined to this manifeſtation of God within, it 
changeth the heart and nature; and in the changed heart and nature, God 
_ writes his law; and the law being writ in any meaſure in the heart, it hath 
ſome power upon man, to cauſe him to ſubject to it, and anſwer what God 


requires of him thereby; and ſo his heart and conſcience will accuſe him, or 


excuſe him, as he is found anſwering or rebelling againſt the holy light 
and law of God's Spirit within, manifeſting the will of God unto him. 
For God, though he peculiarly choſe the Jews, and in that ſenſe had caſt off 
the Gentiles, not chooſing them ſo to be his peculiar people, yet he was 
not the God of the Jews only, but of the Gentiles alſo; and had a care of 
their precious fouls, viſiting them with that light, and inward manifeſtation 
of his Spirit, which was able to ſave and deliver them from the darkneſs. - 
And it is teſtified, they came thus far by this inward manifeſtation of God 
in their hearts, and what God had ſhewed them thereby, that they knew 
God, Rom. i. 21. They had a true knowledge of God from the light 
within; they had a meaſure of the pure and heavenly gift: but they were 
not thankful for ſo great a gift, in their dark ſtate; and when they came 
to ſome true knowledge, did not glorify God, according to what they knew 
of the Lord, from the light of his Spirit within; but ran out from the 
meaſure of the gift into imaginations, into the concervings of their own 
wiſdom; and this brought darkneſs upon them, and gave deceit power 
over their hearts. . 15 
Now, , 
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Now, if they had not profeſſed themſelves to be wiſe, but kept low to 
the manifeſtation of God's Spirit, and-denied their own wiſdom, they might 
have been truly wiſe ; but running out from the meaſure of the gift, into 
their own wiſdom and thoughts, they became fools as to the true wiſdom, 
and wandered into groſs idolatrous conceptions, and brought great judg- 
ments from God upon themſelves. And this was their condemnation (not 
that the light of God had not ſhone in their hearts; not that that which 
might be known of God was not manifeſt in them; but) hat they loved 
their own dark wiſdom, thoughts, and conceivings, more than the manifeſtation 
of the light of God's Spirit within. _ | 1 it | | 

Queſt. 2. But if God was the God of the Gentiles, and thus wifited them, 
were any of them ſaved thereby? Did not all the Gentiles 2 periſh, not- 
withſtanding this light, or manifeſtation of God's Spirit witbinmnn. ; 

Anſw. God forbid, that the inward manifeſtation of his light and viſitation 
of his Holy Spirit, ſhould be of no effect to none of the Gentiles ; but that 
they ſhould all periſh notwithſtanding it! It is teſtified here, that ſome of 
them came ſo far as to have their nature changed, ſo that they were a law 
to themſelves, and did by nature the things contained in the law; which 
it is impoſſible for corrupt fallen man to do. And theſe hearkening to 
that, and following that which led them thus far, could not chuſe but like 
to retain God in their knowledge, which the generality (who followed their 
own wiſdom) did not; -whereupon God gave them over to a reprobate mind, 
ver. 28. | gt | 

But now, thoſe that had the law written in their hearts, and anſwered it, 
fearing God, and working righteouſneſs, and liking to retain God in their 
knowledge, ſuch God did not give up to a reprobate mind, but kept them 
ſavoury to himſelf, and made them more and more partakers of the true 
and inward circumciſion; ſo that their want of outward circumciſion 
was no hinderance to them as to acceptance with God, - but their uncircum- 
ciſion went with God for circumciſion. | | 

And this their ſtate (from the inward life and power) judged the Jew, 
who boaſted ſo much of his ſtate, becauſe of the letter of the law, and 
outward circumciſion, Rom. ii. 26, 27. Yea, this ſtate ſhall be juſtified by 
God, when God cometh to judge the ſecrets of men by Feſus Chriſt, according to 
my Goſpel, ſaid Paul, ver. 16. Jeſus Chriſt is the judge, who will juſtify 
whatever his Spirit hath made known of God the Father in the hearts of 
the Gentiles, and them in their ſenſe thereof, and ſubjection thereto. | 

That man who hath bowed to the Spirit, been taught by the Spirit (hav- 
ing had the law of God written in his heart), and learned obedience in the 
new nature, ſo as to do the things contained in the law, and hath received 
the inward circumciſion, which cutteth off, teacheth to deny, and keep 
down that which is corrupt; which will never anſwer the law, nor ſuffer 
the man in whom it rules to anſwer it; I ſay, he that cometh into the ſenſe 
of God's Spirit, and the law thereof, and into the denial of his own ſpirit, 


he 


he bears that which in ſubſtance is the croſs of Chriſt, which crucifieth the 


worldly nature and ſpirit; and as he is truly circumciſed, ſo muſt he needs 


Father of glory, will condemn none whom he finds in Chriſt, ſubjeted to 
Chriſt, one in nature with the image of his Son; and Chriſt will condemn 
none whom he finds in his Spirit, taught” by his Spirit, receiving holy laws 
from, his Spirit, and walking in obedience thereto. And indeed I doubt 
not, but the merciful God hath ſaved many among the Gentiles, in all ages 
and S axe] by. the 108 of his holy Spirit working their minds into 
tlie ſenſe thereof, and into ſubjection thereto, according to the manifeſtation 
thereof within them. For it is not the having much knowledge that ſaves, 


but the PHO, ſubje& to the meaſure of the gift which comes from the 


alſo be juſtified and ſaved under this yoke. For the Lord God of life, the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour. WE ME 52 | 1 
Queſt. 3. But how can thoſe be juſtified according to Paul's Loſpel, who never 
heard Paul's goſpel? _ | | | 4 


1 „e a 
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Anſw. Paul's goſpel is the goſpel of Chriſt, the recrlalting: eie the 
7 © 


is the goſpel; where-ever the law is in any meaſure written, within, there 1s 
| ſomewhat of the goſpel. _ «ie 11 0 rele RT 
If a man believe in that which ſhines within, which manifeſts the will of 
God within, he believes in that power which raiſed our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
from the grave; and if he lay hold on it by faith, he lays hold on God's 
ſtrength, which inwardly viſits to fave the ſoul; Yea, and if he obey it, he 
obeys the goſpel, and ſhall not be condemned for diſobedience, when Chrift 
appears in flames of fire, to judge and condemn all the ungodly. L 


Concerning the Rule of the Children of the New Covenant. 


| HAT was the rule of the Jew outward, as to their outward ſtate? 
Was not the law and teſtimony outward ? Did not God make the law 
in the letter? What js the rule of the Jew inward ? Is not the law and tef- 
timony inward ? Is not the goſpel a miniſtration of Spirit and power? And 
is it not a more 7 miniſtration than the law of the letter ? Under 
the law, God ſpake by Moſes and the prophets; but under the: goſpel he 
ſpeaketh by his Son: and do not the ſheep hear his Son's (the "true Shep 
herd's) voice? We all, like ſheep, have gone aſtray ; but (bleſſed. be 12 
Lord) are now returned to the Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls: and' ſhall 
we not hear him, and follow him, whitherſoever he goes and leads by his 
holy and good Spirit? A prophet ſhall rhe Lord your God raiſe up, unto. you, 
* unto 1 him ſhall ye bear in all things, ſaid Moſes. Dick Möſes Thy, 
Vol. II. | Ii i 
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My words ſhall be your rute; of, the wottls 68 ths e ta , 
als wen, in the days of che new coveriant t? Nay, he did not fay fo; but, 
im ſpall ye Bear in all things ; and he chat will not hear fim ſhall be cur 
olf; yea, verily, ir is ſo. He is che thinifter of ie; wil he that doth not 
hear Fim, And reteive life; virtue, and power from Him, he bullds but from 
the letter (from what he apprehends flom the letter) bur is really fepa rated 
and cut off from the miniſtry of the life and power. He that bath an ear, 
let bim bear; and he that hath ah heart, let him conſider. 

Now, the true Jew, the Jew inward, in whoſe heart God writes his law 
by the finger of bis Spirit, he is to read and to meditare on the inward 
law written in his heart, as the dutward Jew was to read afid theditate on 
the outward law. And as, in obedience to the outward law, the outward 
Jew was bleſſed, and free from the curſe, and his ourward enemies; fo, ini 
obedience to the inward law (the law of che Spirit of life), the inward Jew 
reaps the ſpiritual, bleſſings, and, becomes inwardly free from his inward and 
ſpiritual enemies. 7 all tuoto the truih, and the truth all make you free, 
laid Chriſt to his diſciples; and every true diſciple in the obedience of the 
truth witneſſeth lr. 15 18 5 
And here the myſtery of all (which was outwardly written and teſtified 
of) is known; the myſtery of the law, the myſtety of the prophecies, the 
myſtery of the goſpel, the myſtery of the fellowſhip in and with the ſaints 
in light; the myſtery of the faith, which is held in a pure conſcience; the 
myſtery of the — 8 which ariſeth from the true and inward circumciſion; 
the myſtery of the hope, Which anchors within the veil, and purifies the 

heart, as he is pure. For the true children, the children of the heavenly 
wiſdom, being children of the hidden life, are begotten in a myſtery ; for 
the Spirit of God breatheth upon them no man knoweth how; and. thus is 
every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Now as they are begotten in the myſtery of life, ſo the myſtery belongs 
to them, and is revealed and opened in them; inſomuch that they know 
God not only as outwardly deſcribed, but as inwardly revealed and mani- 
feſted in Chriſt, his bright and heavenly image. 5 
So here the one truth is known, even as it is in Jeſus; the one way is 
known; the one name of the Lord (which is and was the ſtrong tower in 
all ages and generations, which the righteous did, and do ſtill, fly unto and 
are fafe) is known, here the one baptiſm is known; here the one ſupper is 
known: yea, here the One God is . as Father and Son, in the 
One Spirit and truth. So that here is no dreaming in the night, by mens 
comprehendings and conceivings upon the ſcriptures ; but here is ſeei a 
with the true eye, in a meaſure of the light of the everlaſting day, which is 
given to the children of light, who live in the light, and walk in the light, 

and in the true light (which now ſhines) ſee the pure and eternal light daily 
more and more. 5 | . | we 

7 | e CY 0 
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— Who winds not count all droſs and dung (even all the know he 

zather and comprehend of himſelf) for the excellency of this knowledge 
-whic God. gives to thoſe that are turned to the light and power of his 
Spirit, from the darkneſs of their own thoughts, ræaſonings and -conceivings 
upon the ſeriptures, and do wait upon him therein, even in his holy temple, 
meg and day? For all under the goſpel are to be prieſts to God; and. all 
his prieſts are to wait upon him, and worſhip him in his holy temple ; = 
10 watch diligently that neither the fire go out,..nor the 1 go out, nor 
the ſalt be wanting to ſeaſon and keep the heart melted broken, that 
it may be a continual acceptable ſacri b 0 the Lord... 

Time was, when we alſo: did believe that the E were the 5 
rule of faith and practice; and fo bent ourſelves to ſearch out and. obſerve 
what we found written therein, hoping thereby to have attained to that, which 
our ſouls deſired after. But we found all the directions thereof weak as to ub, 
through the fleſh, and fin had {till power over us; and we apy not; What 
it was to be made free by the don; free hy the truth, free indeed Ivar 
which ſtood near to tempt and draw us into ſin. But when the light of 
God's holy Spirit hined upon us, and our minds were hy him turned me 


to, and his law written on our hearts, in- and by the new. covenant, Wi 
he revealed in us, and made with us, in and through his Son; then we 
the miniſtration of the power of the endleſs life, and 3 Experiment 
aſſured, that in the goſpel - adminiſtration, which-is an we gt hand by of 
Spirit and power, nothing leſs than Spirit and power can be I, 
| Mark; In the old covenant, letter (gr; outward, directions) was a rule; 
but the living commandment; or Word in the heart, is. rule in the 
new covenant; living laws; laws livingly written ; flaws Fin give li fe to 
| _ is RE regs they are-the living, pomertul, and effet Fechuel 
rule. 
Nor do we undervalue the ſcriptures, in Thus ging hononr. to il 
and his Spirit; for it is their honour t teſtify of , Chriſt and 155 rit, 
who is the pure, certain, infallible rule 7 the new life, and who. gives to 
fulfill all che holy directions, which are nen in the ſcriptures, ee 
the way of life. 115 7059225 
Amun, at à diſtance, way eaſily ſpeak. uncertainly ;, but let 4 apap. 
joined to God's Spirit, and feel his holy nature, movings, leading, 
guidings, he cannot but acknowledge them to be his certain a 
rule; for nothing / 18 more certain than God's Spirit, 5 the 2 andigt- 
ing, \which is truck and in0 Bic, ard dat fre, b, "of a * 
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A A tax a ming : the _: FOE > 1 coun 22 | 
Judgment, &C. deve Janis Was fo dehghies in, and. 2 4% 


4 "Y Fon. aeg . ert, 4. 
. Gn nein 
AVID "I thu Werd i is a lan to wy ai ad 4 ligt to ay . 
He found i: " fwecter than the boncy, and 227 boney- comb. He deſired to 
Ze taught God's ſtatutes, and to learn the way of bis prece ny Ne. n be 
2 read, Pſal. xix. and in other places. ** . 5 — 
ery 1. What was this Word or Law, which there was duck an earneſt 
Gene in David after; by obſerving whereof he became wiſer than his 
Teachers? Was it the law of Moſes, the law outward: 3 or was it the Word 
and Law of life inward? — 
If it be faid, Ir was the Jaw of Moſes; then T query in the eon place: 
Qrery 2. What rule had David from the law of Moſes to ſay, That God 
Agred not facrifice, nor delighted in burnt-offerings ? Did not God deſire and 
require of his people under the law that they ſhould perform theſe things? 
And did he not accept of them, and delight in them, when they performed 
them aright in faith and obedience to him? Was not the Lord pleaſed 
with Abel's ſacrifice? And did not God ſmell a ſweet ſavour in Noab's ſa- 
crifice? How could David ſay in truth, and from a true Spirit, that Goo did 
neither defire them, nor delight in them? | 
| 3. Ought not David to try this Spirit, which tute thus in r him, 
whether! 2 was of God or no? Should he receive a teſtimony from any 
Spirit ſo directly contrary in appearance to the foregoing teſtimonies of God's 
Spirit in the holy ſcriptures, without a full and certain evidence and demon- 
ſtration that it was the Spirit of God? | 
| wery 4. How was David to try, or how might he certainly try this Spirit, 
whother | it was of God or no? Was he to try it thus, whether it ſpake ac- 
cording to the teſtimony and law of Moſes, according to what Moſes had 
* in this matter, which certainly was of God, and was given by God 
r'a law or rule to that people the ' Bray ? If he had tried it thus,” would 
he not have judged it a ſpirit different from the Spirit of Moſes, - ſpeaking 
contrary to the law and teſtimonies which God gave forth by him? For — 
fice and burnt- offering was ſtrictly required there, and God often teſtified 
his acceptance thereof, and delight therein. So that God did accept and 
did delight therein in one reſpect, and did not accept nor delight at all in 
them, in another reſpect; but his aim was at another thing, and at other 
ſacrifices, which David clearly ſaw. And ſo David's eye, mind, heart, and 
ſpirit being gathered inward, even thither where God's eye and heart was, 
he there had a clear ſight, and gave a certain ſound concerning what was ac- 
ceptable in the eye o ofthe Lord, and what not; and ſo — God did not de- 


fire 


Px 


1. ſeveral weighty Neri. Ina Dd $29. 
fire ſacrifice,” nor delight in; burnt-offering, Pſal. li. 16. Though the language 
of the law of Moſes ſpeaketh far. atherwiſe, where: Rat, ſacrifices 
and ſuch ovtward things/arc,exprefſcd as of great value with the Lord, and 


o \ 


* 
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Quer 5. May not the ſame Spitit, or the children of God in the 
Spirit, ſay to the Lord in this day, concerning ing of the ſame outward 
nature, Thou defroſt, wot ſuch u K le e of would wwe perform them. Tben 
delighteſt-not in outward ſhadows of the; things of. the kingdom. Thou 27 wy 
oul ward waſhing the bach with water, or eating and drinking of outward bread 
and cine, which avail. ng more than circumciſion and the paſſover. If thy delight 
were in things" of ibis nature, and thay did/t require, them, of us, how. 1 70 
would we be found in the pratiice of them before thee : But thy delight is in that 
water which waſheth: the, ſoul. from its filth, and in the ſouls that. are waſped 
therewith,” Aud thou defireſt to ſee thy children feeding an the living bread, the 
bread which comes down from heaven, and 10 drint of the wine which refreſheth, 
and maketh glad the heart bath of God and man. | 


© * ” 


Quer 6. If any of the children of thg Moſk High ſhould in this feel. che 
life whetewith God hath quickened them open in their hearts, and ſuch a 
teſtimony ariſing from his Spirit in them, how ſhould they try whether this 
ſpirit and voice were of God or no? Should they look into the writings of 
the evangeliſts and apoſtles, to ſee whether baptiſm with outward water, and 
eating of outward. bread, and drinking of outward, wine, was ever com- 
manded and practiſed in the apoſtles days? And if they ſuppoſe bree 
that it was commanded, or find it was practiſed, may they thereupon ſafely 
conclude that it is a wrong ſpirit, and wrong voice, that teſtifieth thus in 
them, and not the voice and Spirit of the Lord? Had David tried and 
judged thus, might not he have judged and condemned. the Spirit and voice 
of God in his day? And if we try and judge in this manner, may not we 
judge and congemn the Spirit and voice of God in our day? David ſaw 
clearly that outward ſacrifices were not the abiding thing, but ſignifications 
of that which was abiding; and this ſight greatly ſhook them in his ſpirit. 
The Lord hath likewiſe ſhewn. us clearly. that outward water, bread, and 
wine are not the ſubſtantial,. the ſpiritual, the heavenly water, the heavenly 
bread'and wine; but of the nature of ſuch things as were to be ſhaken, that 
Fr mo which cannot be ſhaken. may remain. in the goſpek ſtate and 
ingdom. | | | 45 PR 5 | 
Ohl therefore, let men take heed. how, they build, or how they Judge 
concerning the appearances of God, by their own apprehenſions upon t 
letter of the ſcriptures... But let every one be careful to. build upon the 
rock Chriſt ; upon his Spirit, his life, his power inwardly revealed, which 
the birth which is of him knows; and that birth being kept to, reyeals in. 
and to us: but no man, by his. own, conceivings and apprehenſions upon 
the letter „ eyer knew, or can know, the Spirit and voice of the Lord. ö FER 
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439 Life and Thimpytality brought #0. Light, &c. 
Ad thus men may come, waiting here in humility and fear upon the 
Lord, to judge true and righteous judgment concernjhg-=the appearances of 
God, and the things of his kingdom; which they cati hever do by their 
own underſtanding, and n from the ſcriptures; out of 
the light and quickening life of God's Spirit. For man is dead, dark, and 
corrupt, but as he is quickened, enlightened, and his heart ſanAified by 
God's Holy Spirit: What can a dead man ſee? Whät: can à dead man 
hear? Can he heat the living ſound before he is quickened by it? Do not 
the ſcriptures relate, and treat of, ſpiritual things? And can che natural 


man underſtand them? Can man's unholy mind underſtand the words of 


God's pure Holy Spirit, which were given forth through veſſels that were 
fanAifed ne Hom the womb), and when the Spirit of the Lord was upon 
them, and they gathered by his Spirit into an holy living ſenſe? © 
Oh ! that men faw their need of the Lord, to open their hearts, and that 

_ fleſh might be ſilent in them, that they might come to witneſs the birth of 
God's Spirit, and the precious underſtanding of the. heavenly things which 
is therein given! And then that underſtanding which is not precious, nor 
living, nor of God, but of themſelves, would not be of ſo great value with 
them: for indeed, through this great miſtake, many (ſome whereof are 
zealous and knowittg, according to the eſteem of men) reject that which is 
of God, and ſet up that which is of themſelves, even of their own appre- 
hending and conceiving; which will be bitterneſs and ſorrow in the latter 
end, when that eye ſhall be opened in them, which is at preſent cloſed in 

too too many. 2 . OH DORA Df DIES 
Bleſſed is he who can truly ſay, The Lord hath opened un che in me, even 
the true eye, the pure eye, the living eye; and with that eye I mow ſee; but 
with the eye wherewith I ſaw before, I now ſee not + and "now I know: the dif- 
ference between ſeeing the ſame things with my own eye, and with the eye which 
God hath given me. So that now my earneſt defire and prayer to the Lord is, 
to keep open in me for ever that eye which he hath vpenod; and alſo to keep 
that eye ſhut, which he in his tender mercy. to me hath been pleaſed td cloſe up 
Frog vw: U N 
And truly this is the ground of the great difference between us and 
others, about the things of God ; for though we own the ſame things, and 
- ſpeak of the ſame things, yet we own them not alike, nor ſpeak of chem 
alike. '* Why fo? Becauſe we ſee them with different eyes, and ſo have a 
different ſenſe of them. wy | anger 
Others call things true, and fo acknowledge them as they apprehend them 
from the letter: we call things true, as they are demonſtrated to us by 
God's Spirit, and as we feel the virtue, life, and power of them from God, 
in our Hearts. Kn — 9 228 4 fi 2 | TE. {Io ? 
Now this we are aſſured is the true way of knowledge; therefore is it 
our hearts deſire (in true love to all, eſpecially to thoſe in whom there are 

any tender breathings after God), that people might ſo wait upon the Lord, 
| | | A 


1 8 \ 437 
3; that they might; b. E by him into it, and quickened day more and 
mare. by him in παπ, P b 

And indeed thoſe teachings, and demonſtnions of wc, which ace 
given and pecciyed-i0 dhe pure ſenſe, and ng life, they are 
the teachings of God's Spot according to 2 new —— ; which is a 
miniſtration not of the letter (uo, not of thoſe ſhadowy: or dead things 
which are adminiſtered therein), but of the Te gov life. For the law 
is letter, but the goſpel 3 - The goſpel-ſtate is a ſtate of 
fulfilling thoſe things in the Spirit and e endleſs life, in the 


new) Covenant, whic r e . e why Wee 
the law in the ald covenant. 


Oy 475 N Ef XXIV. 5 | f | FH 
Some ome. Obſervations on 2 PET. ili. 14. 15, 16. 


Wherefore beloved, ſeeing that ye look for ſuch 9 5 be diligent; that ye may be 
found 22775 him in e without ſpot and blameleſs. And account thai the long- 
| Suffering of aur Lords ſalvation; even as our beloved brother Paul alſo, as- 
"cording to.the, wiſdom given unto bim, hath written unto you: As a lo 3 in all his 
| epiſtles;, ſpeaking in them of theſe things ; in which are ſome things hard to be 
: underfto 10 they that are unlearned and unſtable TW as thy * * the 
ot ber ſcriptures unto their own defirudtion. 7 


wrote of. They wrote of the the goſpel 3 
wrote of the /+ eri Cbriſ, and the glory that. my obow, 72 

vation of the 3 true reſt, Which believers ſhould: receive, and | 
into in him, 1 Pet, i. a, Sc. and Heb. iv. 39. They wrote —— 4 
times of reformation, wherein thoſe things ſhould. be reformed under the ſe- 
cond. covenant, which had been amiſs a the firſt, Heb. viii. They wrote 
« the times of reftitution, and refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord, Acts iii. 
19. 21. For in the new covenant, there is a renewing and reſtoring ; and the 
pee preſence of God, which. refreſheth, is witneſſed and enjoyed. there. 
wrote of the everlaſting kingdom, the tingdam which cannot. be ens, 
Heb. xii. 28, which ſtands in that Link which ſhakes all things that sf 

be ſhaken, but itſelf is unmoveable. ; They wrot wrote of the day of the Eur 
the day of the goſpel, which brings darkneſs 2 — upon man's ſpiric 
and glory, and deſolation upon his buildings, melting and diſſolving the 
old heavens and the old earth, wherein ent had a place, * | 


bringing forth the | new heavens and the new. earth, herd dwells os i 
 teouſneſs, Jai. I. 16. 


Obſero. I. W. peter, Paul, ge e men of Go 


Far if ay mas be in Chriſt, ag: 6 6, new, creatien; ld things gas erg, 
and all e become ry, e in his glory in che heart; 
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439 Life and Trimprtality brought to Light, &c. 
And thus men may come, waiting here in humility and fear upon the 
Lord, to judge true and righteous judgment concerning: the appearances of 
God, and che things of his kingdem; which they cah hever do by their 
own underſtanding, and compretefiding things from the ſcriptures; out of 
the light and quickening life of God's Spirit. For man is dead, dark, and 
corrupt, but as he is quickened, enlightened, and his heart ſanfified by 
God's Holy Spirit. What can a dead man ſee? Whät: can u dead man 
hear? Can he hear the living ſound before he is quickened by it? Do not 
the ſeriptures relate, and treat of, ſpiritual things ?- And can che natural 
man underſtand them? Can man's unholy mind underſtand the words of 
God's pure Holy Spirit, which were given forth through veſſels that were 
fanctifed (ſome from the womb), and when the Spirit of the Lord was upon 
them, and they gathered by his Spirit into an holy liviag ſenſe ? © 

Ohl that men ſaw their need of the Lord, to open their hearts, and that 
fleſh might be filent in them, that they might come to witneſs the birth of 
God's Spirit, and the precious underſtanding of the heavenly things which 
is therein given! And then that underſtanding which is not precious, nor 
living, nor of God, but of themſelves, would not be of ſo great value with 
them: for indeed, through this great miſtake, many (ſome whereof are 
zealous and knowing, according to the eſteem of men) reject that which is 
of God, and ſet up that which is of themſelves, even of their own appre- 

hending and conceiving; which will be bitterneſs and ſorrow in the latter 
end, when that eye ſhall be opened in them, which is at preſent cloſed in 
too too many, = e 465 ee DN A e DIAL: 

Bleſſed is he who can truly ſay, The Lord hath opened an cye in me, even 
the true eye, the pure eye, the living eye; and with that eye I'now ſoe; but 
with the eye wherewith I ſaw before, I now ſee not: and mow I know the dif- 
ference between ſeeing the ſame things with my own eye, and with the eye which 
God hath given me. So that now my earneſt deſire and prayer to the Lord is, 
to keep open in me for ever that eye which he. bath ypemed ;, and alſo to keep 
that eye ſhut, which he in his tender mercy. to me hath been pleaſed to cloſe up 
in me. | * FI 25 © 
And truly this is the ground of the great difference between us and 
others, about the things of God; for though we own the ſame things, and 
- ſpeak of the ſame things, yet we own them not alike, nor ſpeak of them 
alke. Why fo? Becauſe we ſee them with different eyes, and ſo have a 
different ſenſe of them. 5 | COT. 

Others call things true, and ſo acknowledge them as they apprehend them 
from the letter: we call things true, as they are demonſtrated 'to us by 
God's Spirit, and as we feel the virtue, life, and power of them from God, 
rr ak oe EY n 

Now this we are aſſured is the true way of knowledge; therefore is it 
our hearts defire (in true love to all, eſpecially to thoſe in whom there are 
any tender breathings after God), that people might ſo wait upon the Lord, 
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Whore beloved, Ra that ye EN? pal hich Oy be Alke, that ye m7 3 
| found of him in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs. And account that the long- 
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| eg to.the, wiſdom given unto him, hath written unto you: As « % £487 all bis 
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other ſcriptures unto their own dir en. 


Odſerv. I. W. HAT Peter, Paul, and, the reſt. of bly men of Goa 
wrote of the 

vation of the ſoul ; and true reſt, which believers ſhould receive, and 

into in him, 1 Pet. i. a, Sc. and Heb. iv. 39. hey wrote — — 4 
times of reformation, wherein thoſe things ſhould be reformed under SF ſe- 
cond. covenant, which had been amiſs under the firſt, Heb. vii. 


of the 2imes of reſtitution, and refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord, Adis fl. ini. 
19. 21. For in the new covenant, there is a renewing and reſtoring; and the 
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pure preſence of God, which refreſheth, is witneſſed and enjoyed there. 


They wrote of the everlaſting kingdom, the kingdom which, 2 ee 

Heb. xii. 28. which ſtands in that power which ſhakes : Tr 
be ſhaken, but itſelf is unmovrable. . 
the day of ibe goſpel, which brings darkneſs ee Ke Seed s ſpirit 
and glory, and deſolation upon his buildings ne and a the 
old heavens and the old earth, wherein u 


bringing forth the new Ae and the new: cart, 2 righ- 
teouſneſs, Jai. li. 16. 3 


For if am mas be in Crit, thgrs 5s 6 new crvatian: eld things, 
. all . become _ at Chriſt's appearing in. his * m. 
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the new heavens, and the new earth, may be inwardly witheſſed and ex- 
N and the King of Glory'found lieting on his-chwone, and eie = 
ing t n. 6 4 KR ** 42 > 
"a 0% v. 2. How Peter and Paul, with the reſt of the-apoſtles and holy 2 
men of God, wrote. They wrote according to the wiſdom giuen unto them. 
| They wrote not in their own wills, or according to their on wiſdom; but 
kept to the gift and light of the Spirit, which they had: received from the 
Lord. They waited to obſervè the Lord go before, the of the Lord 
move, and alſo give ability from the meaſure and wk of life, which he had 
beſtowed upon them. 

And theſe are the proper limits of writing and ſpeaking under the mini- 
ſtration of the goſpel; which is a miniſtration. of the Spirit and power, and 
not of the literal knowledge of things, according to man's nn 
and comprehenſion. 

Obſerv. 3. That there are ſome things in the writings of Paul (and i in the 
other eres alſo), hard to be underſtood ; which every one that hath 
true life and true ſenſe, does not at firſt underſtand, but only ſuch as are 
de 5 to 2 capacity. For the writings of the apoſtles, and miniſtrations of 

e Spirit, are to ſeveral ſtates and capacities, and can only be underſtood 
according to the growth and capac =o of each ſtate; much leſs can the carnal 
mind underſtand or digeſt that which is high and ſpiritual. | 
. Obferv. 4. That there are ſome among thoſe whom the Lord viſiteth, and 
Teacheth to by his power, who do not attain to the knowledge of the truth, 
nor come to the eſtab bliſhment therein: ſome that are always learning, but 
never come to the true, heavenly, ſpiritual knowledge of the things of God; 
ſome that know Chriſt only according to the letter, but not according to his 
Spirit and power. Some there are that learn in ſüch a way, as they can 
never come truly and thoroughly to underſtand: for it is God that openeth 
the heart and ear; it is Chriſt who hath, and giveth, the key of knowledge; 
but 1 learn what they can of the things of God and Chriſt, without 
having their hearts and ears opened by the Lord, and without the true 
key of knowledge; and fo thoſe: remain unlearned and unſtable as to the 
myſtery of godlineſs,” as to the myſtery of life and ſalvation,” and as to the 
nature: of the things of God's kingdom.” - 

Obſerv. 5. That thoſe who are — and unſtable in ithe. made of 
with, are wreſters of the ſcripture. They cannot underſtand things'as they 
are, not having the key; and ſo they wreſt them, and ſtrive to make chem 
ſpeak, as they apprehend and would have them. bade 2739.50 

And here in this ſtate, in this wiſdom, is both adding'to; and diminih- 
ing from, the holy words of truth: for in many places they add ef cheir 
own — and in 1 other ere diminiſh from the rift and intent 
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n they came from God, nor have at all that virtue 
r 
And indeed wreſting the ſcriptures is an high, preſumptuous, 
voking act, and brin God 8 — againſt, and curſe — the N 
Now it is impoſſible for any man not to wreſt the ſcriptures, unleſs he 
keep cloſe to God's Spirit to receive from him the underſtanding of them; 
for the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth underſtanding, and not another thing. 
God knoweth what he intendeth, in the words he ſpake concerning the 
| heavenly things; but man knoweth not, but as his ſpirit is opened and 
enlightened by the Lord. „ >. © | 
Bleſſed is he who waiteth upon and watcheth to God's Spirit in reading ” 
the Scriptures, not leaning to his own underſtanding and apprehenſion of | 
things, but waiting to feel his mind opened and quickened by the Lord, 
that in the renewings of his mind he may learn of God that which is new 
and living, which is not comprehended in the letter (or in literal deſcriptions 
of things) but in the Spirit and power itſelf, which is the limits of the new 
covenant, out of which the children of life are not to depart, but to abide, 
dwell, and grow up therein. Nn OY 


* | 3 
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Concerning the goſpel miniſtry, or right way of teaching and learning 
the myſtery of life and ſalvation. . 5 
W HEN Chriſt came in the fullneſs of time, in that body prepared for 


him by the Father (he who was filled with the Spirit, and anointed 
of God to preach the goſpel), he preached the kingdom of God, bidding 
men ſeek it, directing them where to ſeek it, and how they might find it; 
telling them, in ſeveral parables, what it was like, and where to look for 
it, even within their own hearts; and that they might the better diſcern it, 
ſhadowed out the being, nature, and properties of it, in ſeveral reſem- 
blances. He compared it to a treaſure 2 in a field, which the wiſe merchant 
ſelleth all to buy; to a pearl bid in the earth, to a loſt piece of filver, which 
they that ſweep their own houſes, and ſearch with the true candle, may find; to 
d talent (for ſuch is the free-gift of the pure and heavenly life); to leaven 
(hidden leaven); to a ſeed; to ſalt, &c. e reſt! 

So when Chriſt ſent his apoſtles after him, in the ſame Spirit and power 
wherein he himſelf came and miniſtered, he ſent them to preach the ſame 
thing, giving them this meſſage to declare to men, that God is light, and in 
bim is no darkneſs at all; and that Chriſt is the way, the truth and the life , 

and that the life was manifeſted ;, ſo that they heard, and ſaw, and taſted, and 
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handled of it; and ſo were to direct men how to come into fellowſhip with - 


| them in this life, and to walk in the light, as God is in the light. 


Thus Paul likewiſe, who was ſent after the reſt, was ſent to turn men : 


from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 18. 
Now people being turned to the light (where they may receive under- 


ſtanding, and feel virtue, and know the anointing, and hear the voice of 


the ſhepherd), thoſe who are over them in the Lord, and are made uſe of 


by him as inſtruments to turn their minds hither, may be ſenſible of their 


conditions, and may have a word of direction from God to ſpeak to them. 
And this teaching is not the teaching of man, but the teaching of the holy 


- anointing ; and he that heareth this teaching, heareth Chriſt ; and he that 


rejecteth this teaching, rejects Chriſt. 


Yet (though the Lord pleaſeth thus to miniſter from the heavenly trea- 7 


ſure in ſome veſſels, which he hath prepared for that end) pebple are not 
always to be expecting penſions, or portions of food from others without; 
but to know and to come to the bread and water of life in their own houſes, 


that there they may eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, 
as all do who have true life in them. 


Now to give forth precepts of holineſs (as the way in the apoſtaſy hath 


been) before mens minds are turned to that which enlighteneth, and giveth 
power to believe and obey; that is not the way of the goſpel; but the 
way of the goſpel is to bring to the foundation of light and life in the par- 
_ ticular, and ſo to diſſettle the ſpirit from that which is dead, and found it 
upon that which is living ; that a living building of pure life, of living ma- 
terials, of living ſtones, may be raiſed up unto the Lord; in which temple he 
dwells and appears, exercifing his authority and power. 
For indeed God dwelleth in the temples of his own building, which are 
built by and in his Spirit; but in all other temples, which are built out of 
the Spirit, and only by men (not by God) in a way of imitation from 


the letter, in which they ſet up the likeneſſes of things, and fo ſet them- 
ſelves to pray and preach, according to their apprehending and forming of 


things; I ſay, in theſe buildings the Holy Spirit of God dwelleth not; but 
that ſpirit which hath thus deceived them. : 

And thus men erring in their hearts concerning the light, concerning 
the power, concerning the foundation (not knowing how it is indeed laid 


in Sion) concerning the ſcriptures of truth (which can only be underſtood = 


in the light and inſpiration of the Almighty, from whence they were given 
forth) they can never come to know Chriſt and his Spirit livingly revealed 
in power in their own hearts, nor the new and living way, and how to walk 
therein, nor the ruth as it is in Feſus, according to the miniſtration of the 


New Teſtament (which is not after the letter, but after the Spirit), nor the 
new covenant, which is made with the ſoul in Chriſt, wherein all things are 


made 'new, and the old done away; nor the law of the Spirit of life in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus written in the heart, which blots out the other law, even _ 
| | w 
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law of fin and death, and makes free therefrom; and ſo they cannot wit- 
neſs what it is to come from under the law, where fin reigns, into and under 
grace, where life reigns and hath the dominion: ee Ae 


Who knows the truth which makes free? Could men then fay, they 
never be made free from the body of fin on this ſide the grave & V 


received grace for grace from Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and knows the virtue of 


nt? Could men then teſtify againſt it for ſin; as if the grace of Chrift 
could never deliver from it, and give dominion over it here in this life ? 
who knows the faith which gives victory, the hope which purifies, the love 
which unites to God, and conſtrains unto the obedience of the goſpel, and 
whole ſtrength in the heart is ſtronger than the ſtrength of death ? 

Oh! the goſpel-religion, the goſpel-ſpirit, the goſpel-power, the goſpel- 
love, the goſpel-faith, the 1 the goſpel- knowledge, the 
 goſpel-worſhip, hath been loſt for many ages and generations! And now 
God hath: cauſed: it to ſhine forth and appear again, what a flood of re- 


proaches doth the dragon ſend forth againſt it? And how do men ſtrive to 


uphold their dead knowledge, and their dead buildings, their dead ways, 
their dead worſhips, Sc. which they think highly of, and magnify ; blaſ- 


E that which is living, which came from God, is accompanied with 


his power, and hath the evidence and demonſtration of his Spirit going 
along with it! | | . 

Well, all fleſh is graſs, and its beauty fhall fade. Let it paint and make 
a flouriſh as long as it can; yet the breath of the Lord hath blown upon 
it, and it is already withered, and ſhall wither daily more and more. But 
the Word of the Lord, which quickeneth and changeth the heart (which 
his deſpiſed ſervants have been viſited with, and have teſtified, and do teſtify 
of) ſhall abide for ever, when that ſpirit, wiſdom, and religion, which hath 

| oppoſed, ſhall vaniſh like ſmoke, and ſink under eternal condemnation. 


D 8 
A few Words concerning the old and new Covenant; with ſome 
Queries thereupon. . 


HE old covenant was that covenant which God made with that 

people the Jews, when he took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt outward. The new covenam is that covenant which 
God makes with the ſoul, when he takes it by the hand to lead it out of 


Egypt inward, which is the land of darkneſs and pollution. 


The ald covenant was made with the outward” people, with the ſeed of 
Abraham according. to the fleſh. The zew covenant is made with the inward 


people, with the ſeed of Abraham. according to tie ſpirit; according to tlie 


faith, according to the promiſe: for in this covenant, not they that are tlie 
children of the fleſh are of Abraham; but the children of the promife are 


accounted for the ſeed. 8 
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The old covenant conſiſted in laws and directions outward, which that 
nation and people had fully and exactly given them from God, above all 
nations and people of the earth. The new. covenant. conſiſts in life and 
Spirit inward, which the holy people, the renewed people, the redeemed 
people, are viſited with, and made partakers of, above all other people. 

Under the old covenant, though the Lord did great things before the 
eyes of that people in Egypt, and exerciſed them with ſigns, miracles, and 
trials alſo in the wilderneſs; yet the Lord did not give them an heart to 
perceive, and eyes to ſee, and ears to hear: unto that day, as mentioned in 
Deut. xxix. 2, 3, 4. the veil was over their hearts. But the other covenant 
contains the giving of a new heart, the opening of the blind eye, the unſtopping 
of the deaf ear, the writing the law in the heart, the putting the pure fear in 
the inward parts, the putting God's Spirit within them, and fo cauſing them 
to walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep his judgments, and do them. Where- 
upon theſe Queries. are in my heart : | 20 

Query 1. Will not this covenant inwardly reform the heart, ſoul, mind, 
and conſcience, and amend all in this inward, ſpiritual, renewed people, 
which was amiſs in that outward, earthly,. unrenewed people? 

Query 2. Doth not the ſoul begin to enter into this covenant ſo ſoon as 
_ it anſwers the Lord in the viſits of his love, turning from ſin unto 

im ? | 

Query 3. How precious is that grace of the goſpel which brings into this 
* covenant? For the people of the Jews came into the old covenant by the 

law which was given by Moſes; but the children of the new covenant come 
thereinto by receiving the grace and truth which comes by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Quer) 4. Can any poſſibly enter into the covenant without coming to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and receiving grace from him? Can obſerving pre- 
cepts, and directions from ſcripture, bring into this covenant ? Or 1s it the 
receiving grace, truth, life in the inward parts, from Chriſt the Lord, 
which rips into this covenant ? Oh! wait to know the miniſtration of the 


ſpel, and covenant of life, with the entrance thereinto, O all that truly 
eſire the ſalvation of your ſouls ! | 


Query 5. Wherein doth the miniſtry of this covenant conſiſt; or how is: 
the teaching thereof? Is it by getting a form of knowledge out of the let- 
ter, or miniſtring the letter? Is it not a miniſtration not of the letter, but 
of the Spirit? The apoſtle ſaid ſo, who knew what it was, and was made an 
able miniſter thereof by God, 2 Cor. iti. 6. Truly none can miniſter goſ- 


pelly, none can miniſter under the new covenant,. but thoſe that miniſter 
trom and in the Spirit. : - 
| | | XXVII. 
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| XXVII. 2 | 
Queries on Rom. vith, viith, and viith Chapters. 


| From ChAp. vi. : 
Query 1. HAT is it to be baptized into Chriſt ? Is it not to be bap- 
| } Y tized into his death? Are not they that are truly baptized into 
Chriſt buried with him by baptiſm into death? That lite as Chriſt was raiſed 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo they alſo ſhould walk in the 
newneſs of life. How can they that are dead to fin live any longer therein? 
Query 2. What was the end of Chriſt's manifeſtation in the fleſh, and 
ſending his Spirit? Was it not to deſtroy the works of the devil; to crucify 
the old man, that the body of fix might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we 
ſhould not ſerve fin ? | | | 
Query 3. Is he that is crucified with Chriſt, and dead unto fin, freed from ſin? 
Doth the truth of Chrift, the life of Chrift, the Spirit of Chriſt, the Power 
of Chriſt, make thoſe that receive and obey it free indeed; fo that fin can- 
not have dominion-over them, to make them do what they hate, or to hin- 
der them from doing what God requires? Did not Chriſt himſelf die to fin 
once, but now lives to God? And are not believers after this manner to 
reckon. themſelves dead indeed unto fin, but alive unto God, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord? | | | 
Query 4. Have believers received power from Chriſt (who had all power 
in heaven and earth given-unto bim) to become ſons? Have they received 
the Spirit of the Father, which hath dominion over ſin? Can they ſtop 
or hinder the reign of it in their mortal body, and refuſe obeying the- 
luſts 2 and not yield their members inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs 
unto in ? | | 
Query 5. Are believers alive from the dead? And can they yield their 
members ſervants - to K re for God to work in and by them, ac- 
cording to his will and pleaſure? Can they ever come to ſuch a ſtate, as to 
do nothing againſt the truth, but for the truth? % do all things through- 
Chriſt that ſtrengtbens them ? | | 
Query 6. Is this true, that to whom people yield themſelves ſervants to 
obey, his ſervants they are to whom they obey, whether of /in unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteouſneſs ? | | | h 
Query 7. Do men, or is it poſſible for men; in receiving, joining to, and 
obeying the truth, to be made free from ſin, and become the ſervants of 
righteouſneſs? | | | 
Query 8. Cannot men have their fruit unto holineſs, and at the end ever- 
laſting life, without being made free from ſin, and becoming ſervants to 
God? Is the wages of ſin death after a man hath believed? After a man _ 
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turned from ſin to Chriſt, if he hearken afterwards to Satan and commit fin, 
doth he reap death thereby? See alſo Gal. vi. 7, 8. | 
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From CAA p. vii. 


Query 1. What law is that which hath dominion over a man as long as 
he liveth; and what life is that in man which the law hath dominion over? 
Query 2. How doth a man become dead to the law, that he might be 
married to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead, that be ſhould 
bring forth fruit unto God? Can any be married to the raiſed living huſband, 
but the quickened, raiſed and living foul? And can any elſe bring forth 
fruit to God ? TE | | 
Query 3. What is the ſtate of being in the fleſh, and of knowing the 
things of God after the fleſh ? of receiving directions and practiſing duties 
in that ſtate ? Do not the motions of ſin (which all outward laws and direc- 
tions do but ſtir up, but cannot overcome) work in. the members there, in 
that ſtate, to bring forth fruit unto death? | 
Query 4. How comes a man to be delivered from the law? Is. it not by 
the death of that in him which held him captive unto fin ? And why do 
God: quicken with a new life, and kill in the hearts of his that wherein they 
were held? Is it not that they ſhould ſerve him in newneſs of Spirit, and 
not in the oldneſs of the letter? For the letter-killeth, and the literal ſervice 
and worſhip is dead, and that worſhip alone is living and goſpel-worſhip, 
which is in the newneſs of the Spirit; for ſuch alone the Father ſeeketh to 
worſhip him, and ſuch worſhip alone he accepteth. | | 
Query g. Is the law fin becauſe it ſtirs up ſin? Nay; the law itſelf is not 
ſin, but that which diſcovers and makes 1t known : for no man can know 
fin, but by the law or light which diſcovers it. | 
Query 6. How is fin dead without the law? And how doth it take oc- 
caſion by the commandment to work in the heart all manner of concu- 
Piſcence ? 8 | | 
Query 7. How. was Paul alive without the law once? Could he ſacrifice, 
could he read the ſcriptures, could he be knowing, could he be zealous, 
could he walk according to the law in the letter blameleſs in that ſtate ? See 
Phil. iii. 4, 5, 6. AT 8 
Query 8. What commandment was that, upon the coming whereof ſin re- 
vived, and he died? Was it the law in the letter, or the law in the Spirit? 
He ſaith, tbe commandment which was to life, he found to be unto death. What 
is the commandment which is to life? Is it not the word nigh. in the mouth 
aud heart ? See Deut. xxxix. | 
Query 9. How came fin to take occaſion by the commandment (which 
comes forth holily, and as juſt and good from God), to deceive and ſlay 
him? What was it which it deceived and flew? Was it not that part which 
thought it could obey and ſerve God, if his will was made manifeſt ; which 
now, when the law indeed came, found it could not? Nor can any man 
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obey the holy law of life, till this nature, wiſdom and ſpirit, be in ſome 
meaſure, ſlain in him. | | OS 1 5 
Query 10. Doth then the holy law of God, which God ordains and ſends 
unto life, miniſter death to the ſoul? Or doth ſin (being provoked and 
ſtirred up to put forth its ſtrength to fave its life, and retain its dominion in 
the heart, take occaſion by the commandment to work death, and ſhew the 


| exceeding evil and ſinfulneſs of its nature? 


Query 11. Is not the law ſpiritual? Can fin gain any ſtrength or advan 
by that which 3s ſpiritual ? Surely, nay 3 3 occaſion then * 
rannize over and captivate me (who am carnal and fold under it), till the 
power of the Lord make a change in my ſtate, working me from under the 
dominion of it. 15 | | 5 
ey 12. How is it with the ſoul in the ſtate of captivity, when fin is 
revived by the law, the ſoul dead as to its former life and ſtrength, and 
not yet come under the dominion and power of grace? Doth it not do what 
it allows not, and-not do the good it would ? Yea, doth not the enemy of- 
tentimes even force it to do what it hates, the ſoul being as yet weak in 
the faith, whereby alone ſtrength is received to reſiſt him? Is not this 
ſtate experienced in ſcme meaſure by every traveller? Doth not every 
one feel the ſtrength of ſin, and his own inability, either to will ar do of 
himſelf on which ts good, &c. before he witneſs help and deliverance from 
the Lord? 

Query 13. Doth God impute to the ſoul, or to fin, the effect of this cap- 
tivity, and work of fin and Satan upon the heart, againſt the bent and 
earneſt deſires and endeavours of the ſoul ? 5 1 
Query 4. When is the ſoul in this ſtate of trouble and captivity.? Is it not 
after ſome appearance and operation of God's power in the heart? Is it 
not after the mind is turned from ſin, and deſireth to be joined to the 
holy law of life and obey it? Is it not after God hath wrought the will 
in the mind to do good; ſo that the conſent is given to the law, and 
the will is preſent; but how to perform that which is good it findeth - 
ws. becauſe faith is yet ſo weak, and ſin and unbelief fo ſtrong in the 

eart? | | 

Query 15. Is not this the time of bitter warfare, and day of terrible 
diſtreſs in the heart, and of feeling the wickedneſs of the eſtate, becauſe 
of ſin; and of crying out, and longing after the ſalvation and deliverance of 
the goſpel? Oh! woe is me, who ſhall deliver me, poor captive, ſaith the foul, 
in this ſtate ! i 

Query 16. Is not God very tender to the ſoul in this ſtate, daily blotting 
out, and not imputing fin? Oh! if it were not for the exceeding mercy and 
tender love, and help of the Lord in this ſtate, it were impoſſible for any 
ever to come through it! But thanks be to God, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, who both upholds in it, and carries through it, ſo that a change 
comes to be witneſſed, and a better ſtate known by thoſe who conſent not 
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law of life againſt it. 


| From CnAr. viii. IK 944 4 
Query 1. What is that ſtate wherein there is no condemnation ? Is not 
that the ſtate of the redeemed ſouls in Chriſt ? Doth not condemnation fol- 
low, where there is fin and diſobedience ? See Heb. ii. 1, Sc. Doth not 
God condemn fin, and the ſoul becauſe of ſin, till it be driven from fin 


by the law unto Chriſt, and learn of him to walk as he walked, even not 


after the fleſh, but after the Spirit ? For to the Spirit, to the Seed, to the 


heavenly man, there is no condemnation ; nor to them that walk after 


the Spirit. ER 

8 2. How come any to walk after the Spirit? Can any walk after the 
Spirit, but as they are made free, by the power of Chriſt revealed in their 
hearts againſt the power of Satan, from the law of ſin and death? Will not 
ſin and death captivate a man, and entangle him in luſts, evil motions and 
works, till their ſtrength be broken in him, and his ſoul delivered and ſet 
free therefrom? | | 


Query 3. How doth the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus make 


free from the law of ſin and death? Is it not thus? Did not God condemn 


ſin in Chriſt's fleſh ? and doth not the ſame Spirit and law of hfe condemn it 
in ours alſo, and bring the judgment and juſtice of the holy law of life over 


at? And fo bringing the ſoul off from that which is unholy, unto the holy 
and righteous Spirit and nature of Chriſt ; and bringing it to walk out of 


the deadneſs of fin, in the newneſs of life; it is removed from thence where 
the condemnation is, thither where .the condemnation cannot come : for in 
Chriſt, in the new nature, in the heavenly image, in the newneſs of the 
Spirit, there never was, nor ever can be, any condemnation. 

Query 4. Would God have the righteouſneſs of the law fulfilled in his 
children? Would he have them walk exactly with him in the new covenant, 
which both comprehends and exceeds the righteouſneſs of the old covenant ? 
Conſider whether Chriſt fulfilling the old covenant be their righteouſneſs, or 
his fulfilling the new in them and for them: for he both doth away their 
eG and alſo brings in the righteouſneſs into them, which is 
of his own pure, heavenly and everlaſting nature. Is not he the image of 
God ? Is not he righteouſneſs? And when he is in them, and they changed 
into his nature and Spirit, is not he their righteouſneſs? Oh! wait to de- 
termine this thing, all that deſire to know and partake of the righteouſneſs 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the true and pure ſenſe of life, and in the evi- 
| dence and demonſtration of God's Holy Spirit. | 


Query g. Do not all men act according to the principle, whether of fleſh or 
Spirit, to which their minds are joined? Do not they which are of the fleth 


mind, favour, approve, deſire after, and delight in that which is fleſhly ? 


But they chat are after the Spirit, do not they mind, favour, defire after, 
| | approve, 
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- Query 7. Is not t fleſh enmity againſt tO wh tric which is 
enmity againſt God, who is r life, do'any Gag "hou deaden 

and kill where it finds entrance? Life peace is witneſſed in ſub 
$ that 


to God, who gives it to them chat obey the the lew of his Spirit. 
which is in — enmity, and ſtands i enmity, ſubject (or can it be 
ſubject) to the holy law of God? Nay ; there mult be a new creation felt 
10 the heart, before eg can i a ſubjeftion to that which 1 is pure and 
vin | 
— Can e en dhe are n G Wh that are not truly and inwardly | 
changed by the Spirit and power of the goſpel ; I ſay, can the pleaſe God 
in any thing they do? Can they believe, or pray, or read the ſcriptures, or 
practiſe any thing they obſerve from the ſeriptutes, ſo as to 4 
thereby? Nay ſurely, without changing the principle, without the 
heart changed by God's power, there is no right believing, — ing 
any thing to pleaſe God. This makes moſt mens religion and performances 
unſavoury, becauſe they know not, nor are turned to, and guided by, that 
principle and ſeed of life, which ſeaſons and makes ſavoury: 
| gery 9. How may a man know whether he be in.the fleſh, or in the | 
Spirit? If he be in the ks un doth not the Spirit dwell in him ? For the 
Spirit createth anew, and the Spirit dwelleth in that which he new-createth, 
It is the ſtrong man armed who keeps and dwells in the old houſe ;' but the 
Spirit of Chriſt keeps and dwells in the new houſe : and if any man have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt Frocwickfianding al his religion, knowledge, faith, Prayers, 
N 9 
Query 10. If C the vicke 8 (che livi ) 2 man, 
doth he not Kill ſin dane 10 n — cauſe of fin? Can 
fin live there, where Chriſt dwells? and is nor his Spirit life there, to quicken 
in and unto righteouſneſs ? Yea, is it poſſible that Chriſt ſhould dwell i 
any man's heart by his Spirit, and his Spirit vo be quikening the more 
body in which he dwells?" Oh f how precious is it to feel the quite 
fe and power! This is a daily ſeal of the true religion; and tie daily 
b * dwells 
Ae Cadets: ey * 
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Query 11. To which are we debtory, who are redeemed to God by his 
Spirit and power? Are we debtors to the fleſh, to live after the fleſh, which 
brings into bondage to ſin and death? Or are we debtors to that Spirit and 
power of life, which hath made us alive to God, and preſerveth us in life, 
and quickeneth us-unto life, day by dax? 

Query 12. Is it poſſible that any one ſhould; come to life, but by the mor- 
tifying, denying, and deſtroying of that Which nouriſheth ſin, and leads into 

death? and what can do that but the power of God's Spirit ? ?T?⁊..r: 


Query 13. Are not all the ſons of God led by his Spirit! Oh! how ne- 
ceſſary then is it for every man to be ſure, both that he hath received God's 
Spirit, and that he be led by i? . 1 2 0 oo tig 1 e 

Query 14. What is the ſpirit of bondage, which begetteth fear when God 
wakeneth the ſoul? and what is the Spirit of adoption, whereby the foul 
can cry Abba, Father ? Can any cry Abba, Father, but thoſe: that are begotten 
of God's Spirit? Many men put up requeſts, and are able to make long 
prayers (perhaps ſuch as may be taking to the eye of man's wiſdom), and 
yet know not that Spirit which begetteth life in the heart, and teacheth to 
cry Abba, Father, FT „ i 
Query 15. Is it not a precious thing for people truly to feel the Spirit of 
God bearing witneſs, with their ſpirits, that they are God's children; heirs 
of God, and co-heirs with Chriſt ; and ſo leading them through the ſufferings, 
that they may come to partake with him of his glory? But do any come to 


partake of his glory, who do not firſt come through the ſufferings? _ -. 


. 
' A further Teſtimony in brief concerning the Work of GO D upon 
| our Hearts, who are called QUAKERS. 


T hath been with us, and ſo we have felt it from the Lord, juſt as is ex- 
| preſſed, Tit. ii. 3. Not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration and 
. renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. | | | 

We are à people who have been greatly diſtreſſed (many of us) for want 
of that life and power which was revealed in the apoſtles days. We are a 
race. of travellers, who have been travelling out of the nature, wiſdom, 
Þirit, and courſe of this world (which is vain and paſſeth away) towards 
our reſting-place, We have wandered from mountain to hill, from one way 
of religion to another, ſeeking after him whom our ſouls dearly loved. In- 
deed the watchmen have often laughed at us and mocked us, wiſhing us to 
return to them; but that would not ſtill the cry of our fouls, which were 
ſick with earneſt deſire, not after formal ways of religion, but after life 
and immortality, that it might be again brought to ligbt (as it had been 

in the apoſtles days), and our ſouls made partakers thereof. Now, after 
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many a weary ſtep and deep ſickneſs of heart, when we were come even 
near to deſpair of ever finding and enjoying what our ſouls ſo ſorely longed 
after, it pleaſed the Lord at length in his tender mercy to appear among us, 
and by the directions of his Holy Spirit to turn our minds inwards; tw. 
ing us, that that which we ſought without, was to be found within: telling 
us, that there was the kingdom, which was not to be found by obſervations 
without, but by meeting with, and ſubjecting to, the light and power of 
life within. And when we were ſollicitous how to know it from the dark- 
neſs. and deceit within, this anſwer was = us from the Lord; its na- 
ture will diſcover itſelf; it will turn againſt all darkneſs and deceit in the 
heart; it will find out and reprove whatever is reproveable, and furniſh the 
ſoul with ſtrength againſt it. Oh! blefſed ſound from the Lord God of Life, 
who thus drew our hearts to wait upon him ; and ſhewed us how to wait, 
and what to wait for, and where we might meet with that which our 

hearts ſo exceedingly deſired and panted after! And truly as our minds were 
thus turned inwards, the holy light did ſhine upon us from the Sun of 
righteouſneſs, and the pure life and nature from the Son of God did ſpring 
up in us; and we felt the power of God revealed in our hearts, and the 
old image of ſin and unrighteouſneſs — defacing, and our ſouls creating 
anew (in Chriſt Jeſus) into the holy and heavenly image. So that here we 
felt the mercy of God, which ſaved his people in all ages, reaching to us 
alſo; and his Spirit regenerating, renewing, and waſhing us, with the water 
and blood which cleanſeth: and as we were regenerated and renewed more 
and more, ſo we were ſtill waſhed more and more, and came more into fel- 
 lowſhip with Chriſt in his death; and were alſo raiſed up by him more and 
more into his life, and taught to ſet our affections more on things above, 
and leſs on things below; which are of an enſnaring and entangling nature, 
in which the minds of the ſons of men are held captive, until they meet 
with that royal, excellent, noble Spirit and power, which breaks the chains 
and fetters of darkneſs, and redeems out of them. And now we can teſtify 
(in true ſenſe, and in the evidence and demonſtration of God's Spirit) that 

not by working, willing, or running of ourſelves ;' not by any works of 
righteouſneſs, which we had done or could do; but by the tender mercy of 
God viſiting, and by the operation of his Holy Spirit upon us (in and 
through regenerating, renewing, and waſhing us from that which defiled 
and ſtained our fouls, and made them guilty in his fight, and liable to his 
wrath), were we ſaved from the wrath to come, and from the ways of tranfs 
greſſion wherein we walked, before our God thus viſited un. 

Now it is the fincere defire of our fouls, that this tender merey of God 
might take effect on others alſo; and that they might likewiſe be hghred-by 
him to the place where wiſdom teacheth her children, and where the true re- 
demption of the foul is witneſſed, and the true knowledge of the Father 
and of Chriſt (which is life eternal), given and received; that petple might 
not be hardened to deſtruction, and wy of their fouls; hy a fooliſh and 
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vain religion, wherein is not the ſubſtance and kernel (which alone can 

nouriſh up to life eternal), but only ſome ſhew and appearance thereof, 

which cannot really ſatisfy that which is indeed begotten and born of God's 
1 5 | : XXIX. = F in | 4 5 ? 

A brief Account of the Ground of our Worſhip, and bow. it comet® 
Zo paſs that we cannot conform to the Spirit of this World, or to the 
Wills of Men therein, but only to the Spirit and Will of our God. 


E fear God, who made heaven and earth, whoſe power is over all, 
who hath cauſed the light of his Holy Spirit to ſhine in our hearts, 
thereby teaching us how to. worſhip him acceptably in Spirit and truth; 
which worſhip he hath required of us, that we meer together ſo to do in 
thoſe aſſemblies, which he hath gathered by his power, and ordereth by his 
Spirit, either in ſilence or ſound of words, according to his pleaſure. _ 
And God, who hath appointed us thus to worſhip him, hath power over 
our bodies and ſouls, and can deſtroy and caſt both into hell, if we ſhould 
deny the truth and way of worſhip which he hath taught us. Yea, if we 
ſhould deny this way of worſhip, we ſhould deny Chriſt, and be denied by 
him before his Father in heaven. For he himſelf hath ſaid, that neither at 
the mountain of Samaria, nor at Jeruſalem, ſhould men worſhip ; but they 
that worſhip the Father, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, Now 
men cannot worſhip in Spirit and in Truth as they pleaſe, or in the ways of 
their own inventing and ſetting up; but he that worſhippeth in Spirit and 
Truth muſt firſt be made ſpiritual ; and then muſt wait in filence of the fleſh 
for God's Spirit to quicken him unto ſpiritual worſhip. For they that wor- 
ſhip otherwiſe than thus, worſhip at beſt but after the oldneſs of the letter, 
and not in the newneſs of the Spirit, which is the only worſhip God ſeeketh, 
and requireth, under the New Teſtament, | 
Beſides, we have found God's preſence with us, and bleſſing upon us, in 
this way of worſhip; and our hearts greatly melted and warmed therein, 
and power given us over our paſſions and corruptions inwardly, and to 
order our lives and converſations holily, righteouſly, and innocently out- 
wardly : which preſence of God, and holy power over fin and vanity, af- 
fections and luſts, we would not loſe for ten thouſand worlds. And what 
an unjuſt and unthankful thing were it in us to turn from this way of wor- 
ſhip which God hath called us to, where we have met with theſe things, 
to that way of worſhip where we did not meet with theſe things, and 
where others do not, nor can, meet with them ? For theſe things are only 
to be met with in that way of worſhip which God hath appointed and 
bleſſed, and not in that way of worſhip which man hath invented and ſet up, 
which every profane and wicked perſon can cry up and enjoy his luſts under; 
but they that axe otherwiſe taught of God can by no means ſubmit to, with- 
out grievouſly ſinning againſt him. 15 And 
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Now magiſtracy was never ordained of God, nor power given to men by 
him, to force people to ſin againſt him. eit enen 
And is it not a great ſin to worſhip againſt one's faith, according to the 
wills and precepts of men, contrary Do teachings and requirings of his 
Holy Spirit? Are not they that do thus hypocrites ? Was power given unto | 
magiſtrates to make them hypocrites; or to encourage people unto truth 
and uprightneſs both towards God and men? To wait upon God in his fear, 
to be taught by him the true way of worſhip, is not this good and right in 
his ſight? And to worſhip in Spirit and truth as he teacheth, is not this to 
do well? And was not the magiſtrate ordained of God to be aterror to evil- 
doers, and a praiſe to-them that do well? The magiſtrate ſaith we do not 
obey him; but he ſhould rather enquire whether he doth not require that 
of us wherein we cannot obey him, without ſinning againſt the Lord, and 
againſt the light of his Holy Spirit in our own hearts and conſciences, and 
ſo bring God's wrath upon us, and provoke him to deſtroy us both body and 
ſoul? But if men will needs be angry with us for ſerving the Lord, and 
worſhipping him according to his holy law and will, we had better undergo 
their anger and unjuſt puniſhments for obeying our God, than come under 
his wrath for diſobedience. And God is our witneſs that no ſtubbornneſs, 
wilfulneſs, or contempt of authority, engageth us in the leaſt. to continue 
through many ſufferings in this way of meeting together to worſhip our 
God; but only obedience to the goſpel and power of Chriſt, which we 
have found this viſitation and miniſtration of life from on high to be to us, 
by its redeeming us out of ſin, and from the ſpirit of this world. And the 
| ſame that hath redeemed us in ſome meaſure, hath required us thus to wait 
on the Lord to have our redemption perfected; and in thus waiting upon 
him, it is daily added to, and carried'on; bleſſed be the name of our God. 
But if we ſhould forbear thus to meet, we ſhould turn from, ſin againſt, 
and provoke our God (who hath already redeemed us in part, and is ſtill 
further and further redeeming us), and turn back to Egypt, Sodom, and 
Babylon, where is the darkneſs, Juſt and confuſion, and not the holy order 
of God's Spirit, neither. in the converſations nor in the worſhips of thaſe 
that dwell and abide there. | dar Nan ends 
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Some Queries concerning knowing and owning the Lord. Tofu Chrift 
truly and aright, who hath been the only Saviour and Redeemer in 
all Ages and Generations; and there never was, and never ſhall be, 
any other. | . a alto as ch. 
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wardly revealed in their hearts, as the Word and power of eternal life? Or 
whether they are the true knowers and owners of Chriſt, who know ald 
| 5 own 
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own him not only according to a literal deſcription of him in the ſcriptures, 
but alſo as inwardly revealed by the Father, witneſſing him formed in 
them, and their hearts changed into his holy and heavenly image, by vir- 
tue of his inward appearance, and operation of his Spirit and power in 
men 274-2 1540! > | 5 +4.2 


Query 2. Whether they truly and rightly know the death and refurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, who know only the relation of them in the ſcriptures, but 
are not made conformable to his death, nor raiſed by him in the power of 
his life ? Or whether they are the true and * knowers of his death and 
reſurrection, who are buried with him by the holy baptiſm of his Spirit into 
death, who through the Spirit have mortified the deeds of the body, and 
witneſs the holy ſeed of life raiſed and living in them, and themſelves raifed + 
and made alive to God, in and through the power of the Father revealed 
in them? To | 

Query 3. Whether they truly and rightly confeſs Chriſt to be the Lord 
and king, prieſt and prophet of his people, who confeſs it only from the 
reading of it to be ſo in the ſcriptures? Or whether they are not the true 
and right confeſſors of Chriſt's kingly, prieſtly, and prophetical offices, who 
witneſs him exerciſing them in them; who witneſs him overcoming and 
reigning over fin and death in them; over whom other lords, even the 
ſpirits and powers and darkneſs, have not dominion now, but Chriſt only; 
and in whom he miniſtereth as in his temple, offering ſpiritual gifts and ſa- 
crifices to his Father, and who alſo propheſieth there, opening and reveal- 
ing the myſteries of his kingdom to them, as he doth to the leaſt babes 
that are truly begotten and born of his Spirit? | 
Query 4. Do they or can they truly know Chriſt's voice, who never ex- 
perienced the Word of life ſpeaking in their hearts? Where doth the falſe 
prophet ſpeak? Doth he not ſpeak within? And where doth the true 
Shepherd ſpeak ? Doth he not ſpeak within alſo, even in the heart? And 

do not the ſheep hear, know, and diſtinguiſh his voice there? 7 85 

Query g. Who knoweth the truth as it is in Jeſus? Do any do fo but 
thoſe that have felt the drawings of the Father; come unto the Son in the 
drawings; and received life from and abide in him? Do any know the truth 
in Jeſus but thoſe that witneſs virtue, freedom, life, and power, by the truth 
in ſome meaſure ? Doth not that ſaying and promiſe of Chriſt (Jobn viii. 
31, 32.) ſtand firm in every age? If ye continue in my words, then are ye my 
diſciples indeed. And ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 

Woes fey ESD <9, 

Query 6. Who are ingrafted into Chriſt ? Can any one be ingrafted into 
him but as he is inwardly revealed and made known? Yea, is not he in 
them who are ingrafted into him, and are not they in him ? Is not he that 
is truly regenerated cut off from the old ſtock within, from the root of bit- 
terneſs within; and is not he implanted into the new ſtock within alſo ; in- 
ſomuch as he ſenſibly feeleth the pure holy root of life bear him, and the 
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45 thereaf Hrioging up in him, cauſing him to bring forth fruit to God in 
ue 1caiQn © a ET. OT TO TIE TESBS52 2653 ere * 10! 
Query 7. Who prayeth in the name of Cheiſt? Doth he who fairh cheſe 
or ſuch-like words in the beſt ſeriouſneſs and ſenfibleneſs. he can in his own 
will, Hear me, O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake : I confeſs I any\unworthyz burt 
„ beg of thee in his name who is worthy, Sc.“ or he who prayeth in the 
child's nature, on the Father's breathing upon him, in the Spirit of che 
Father which is given him, and in the time and will of the Father? He 
that doth. but ſigh or groan in and from the Spirit, doth not that ſigh or 
groan aſcend, up to the Father in Chriſt's name? Alas! how outward is 
mens religion! But the inward ſtreams and current of the true, pure, and 
heavenly: religion they r ( d LnepaR. 
Query 8, Who receiveth Chriſt ? Do any but thoſe who receive and bos 
to the light of his Spirit inwardly revealed? Can any receive him but they 
that hear his knocks and open to him? Do any know the inward voice of the 
Shepherd, beſides the Sheep? And can any receive his voice, and not gen 
ceive him? And can any who are ignorant of, and refuſe his voice, receive 
Query 9. Who do truly and rightly believe in Chriſt? Do any do ſo, or 
can any do ſo, but they who firſt feel life, from whence the true faith 
rings? Ah! that all the faith in men were daſhed, but what, comes from 
life, unites to life, and abides in life! | | 


0 


Query 10. Whom doth Chriſt gather from the barren mountains? Are 
they not his ſheep; his poor, diſtreſſed, ſcattered, wounded, fainting, and 
almoſt famiſhed ſheep? What are the mountains he gathers them from? Are 
they not the ſeveral dead ways, worſhips, and gatherings without life? And 
out of whoſe mouths doth he reſcue them ? Is it not out of the mouths;of 
the ſhepherds that made a prey of them; who fed them not with life, with 
virtue, with pure living knowledge; but with words, with dreams, with 

apprehenſions of their own, concerning the things of God? And whither 
doth he lead them? Is it not to his own holy; mountain (which is exalted by. 
God, and eſtabliſhed over and on top of all thoſe other mountains) where 

the freſh paſtures are, and where the ſtreams of life flow, and run plen-: 
tifully 9 5 7 ö n wary ii 97 901 
Query 11. Who are Chriſt's kindred according to the Spirit? Who is his, 
mother, fiſter, brother? Are any ſo but they that do the will of the Father? 

And is this obedience a working according to the law, or of the righteouſ- 
neſs of the law? Nay is it not racher of the nature and righteouſneſs of 
the goſpel ? Is not that which floweth from him who is righteous, righteaus, 


alſo; even as he is righteous. ö 1 % „ iin en e 

Query 12. To whom doth Chriſt give power to becqme ſons? Is it got 
to as many as truly and rightly receive him, and believe in his 9 To 
as many as received him of old, to them he gave power tq Become tt lan. 
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God. Doth he not do ſo ſtill? What is it to receive power to become. a 
ſon ? Let the heart that hath received it anſwer ; for the Notioniſt cannot. 
Query 13. What is the reaſon ſo many who are high in notion and pro- 
feſſion, cannot own this precious appearance of the Spirit, power, and glory 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in this our day, in the hearts of his children, after 
the long night of darkneſs, which hath ſo long covered the earth? Is not 
this the very reaſon, even becauſe they do not truly and rightly know either 
the Father or the Son? Can any ſee or know him that begets, and with 
the ſame eye not fee or know him that is begotten of him? Can any love 
Chriſt, and not love his brethren? Is not wiſdom, in her appearances, juſti- 
fied of her children in this age, as well as formerly j? 
Query 14. Are there two Chriſts, one manifeſted without, and another 
revealed within; or is it the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt who in the days of his 
fleſh appeared outwardly, that was afterwards manifeſted. within as the myſ- 
tery of life, and hope of glory; who alſo in this our day is revealed and 
made known within unto his, by the ſame eternal Spirit? ; 
Query 15. He that truly and rightly knoweth the Spirit of Chrift, doth 
he not know Chriſt alſo ? Even as he that knoweth Chriſt muſt needs know 
the Father alſo. Are not the Father and Chriſt one? Could any one fee 
Chriſt, even in the days of his fleſh, and not ſee the Father alſo? (ſee John 
xiv. 9.) So is not Chriſt and the Spirit one in like manner? And are not 
all that are truly of Chriſt, begotten by, gathered into, and do they not 
kve and walk in, that one Spirit of his? And do they not there know the 
chings of God as they are, and teſtify of what they have ſeen and known? 
Though they that are out of that Spirit and power know neither him, nor 
the ws 4-98 of life that comes by him, no more than the Jews Knew his 
appearance outwardly in their day. | ey 


A Query added concerning Imputation. 


Que y N what ſtate was Abraham when faith was imputed to him for 
75 I righteouſneſs? Was he in the ungodly ſtate; in the ſtate of un- 
belief and diſobedience to the Spirit and er of the Lord; or was he in 
the fenſe of God's power, in the belief of him who could raiſe up his fon 
from the dead, and in the performance of obedience unto him, giving up 
his ſon at the Lord's command ? ; ts 

And in what ftate muſt we be, when we witneſs faith imputed to us alſo 
for righteouſneſs ? Muſt we not be in the ſenſe of the ſame power, and in 
the belief of it, and in the obedience of faith? Read Rom. iv. and con- 
ſider : for the righteouſneſs of the goſpel is not imputed in or by the works 
of the law, but in the obedience of faith. bo 3 e 

It is true, God juſtifieth the ungodly ; through faith he makes them juſt 
and godly; but doth he juſtify or accept them in the ungodly ſtate? Doth 
he not firſt make a change in them by his power? Dotli he not firſt in ſome 
meaſure purify their hearts by faith ? | The 
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„ CONCLUSION. 


Tage are a great many who profeſs the goſpel ſtate, and — 
are in Chriſt, and under grace, and freely juſtified by grace; ſo that 
they look upon. their fins as covered by the Lord, — to them, 

they believing (as they pretend) in the name of his Son, and ing his 
goſpel, Sc. I ſay, many profeſs theſe things, who do not at Know 
what they mean truly and rightly, as in God's fight. | 

For it is a great matter to be in Chriſt, even to knorw bim that Gs tas, 
and to be in bim that is true; to come out of darkneſs into his light, out of 
death into his life; out of Satan's kingdom, and out of ſubjection to fin, 
into his kingdom, and into ſubjection to his Spirit. If any man be in 
Chriſt, he is a new creature; old things ate paſſed away, and all things be- 
come new. Is this true? Doth he that is in Chriſt withels this ? And he 
that doth not witneſs this, is he in Chriſt ? + 

Ah! how many then are deceived about their being in him and of their 
hope in him! For how few of thoſe who talk of — in Chriſt know what 
the new creation in him means, or what it is to have Chriſt formed in them 
How few know his Spirit by receiving it, by union with it! which yet if a 
man have not, he is none of his. How few know how to try ſpirits by the 
holy anointing, which is only able to try, and diſcover ſuch falſe ſpirits as 
come in the ſheeps cloathing, and as miniſters of righteouſneſs, and yet 
come with the deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, to draw men from the 
Spirit and power, or to keep them in a dead form of ee 4 wor- 
ſhip, without true life. 

So for being under grace, few truly 8 r it is; for grace is that 
which hath dominion over fin, and which giveth dominion to thoſe that 
are under it. Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, ſaid the apoſtle ; for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. Therefore yield not your members ſer- 
vants or inſtruments to fin. Ye did ſo when ye were free from righteoul- 
neſs ; but now let not fin reign in your mortal bodies, ſeeing M gives 
you power over it, and makes you free from it unto righteouſneſs 

So juſtification by grace is only to them who are taught by grace. The | 
grace of God brings ſalvation, redemption, juſtification to them, and no 
others; for their ſins only are blotted out, covered, and not imputed, who 
receive grace, hear the voice of it, and obey it. Ham and your ſouls Mall 
live. In hearing the grace which teacheth from God, ſouls come to live in 
his ſight; and the living are juſtified by him; and in the living way and 
path of life are the ſins blotted out, and the garment given which covers 
the nakedneſs; which garment is to be girt about the ſoul, and kept cloſe 
on, or the nakednels and ſhame will pe and be Wen re 
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So to believe in the name of Chriſt, and to fly to his name, and truſt in 
and power; theſe are great matters, and very few of thoſe that make pro- 
feſſion of them truly know them: for his name is hving (he was dead, but 
is alive) and his preſence, heavenly virtue, and power is in it. They that 
know his name, know that which is above every name. They know that 
which Rath an authority from God to bring all things under (both in the 
heatt, and alſo in the life and converſation) that God alone may be exalted. 

The goſpel ſtate is a great ſtate, an high Rate, a ſtate not of ſhadowy 
things, but of the everlaſting kingdom, where the ſubſtanee of the things 
under the law is given to, and poſſeſſed by, thoſe that are there, as they 
grow up in the goſpel power and covenant. There the goſpel faſt is known, . 
the faſt which God hath choſen, which is to looſe the bands of wickedneſs 
(which bind down'the good, even that which is of God in the heart) to take 
off the heavy burdens, under which, and by which, that which is pure is 
bowed down, and to let the oppreſſed ſeed go free. This is the faſt which 
God hath choſen under the goſpel ; the pure and undefiled faſt, even to viſit 
the fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, and to keep one's ſelf unſpotted 
from the world. And to thoſe that obſerve this faſt God maketh a feaſt of 
fat things; for their light breaketh forth as the morning, and their health 
groweth up ſpeedily ; and their righteouſneſs goeth before them, and the 
glory of the Lord gathereth them up, or is their rereward ; and the Lord is 
nigh unto them, and is ready to anfwer them in all that they call upon him 
for, as was promiſed, [/ai. lviii. 8, 9. Now being come to this feaſt, they 
are to keep it with unleavened bread, as to the fleſh, and as to man's wil- 
dom; but with the bread which is leavened with the Spirit, leavened with 
life; and with the wine of the kingdom; which Chriſt eats and drinks with 
his redeemed-ones, new in the goſpel ſpirit and power, which is his Father's 
kingdom: for the kingdom of God ſtandeth not in meats or drinks, or 
any other outward thing, no not in good words. concerning the things of the 
kingdom; but in Spirit, power, and life itſelf, and in the righteouſneſs, 
peace, and joy, which is in the Spirit. 
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The be Falsing appears to e wrote Ke to 
the Qurnis andt'ANTMADYERSIONS of an Author 
not named therein. It is ſuppoſed, our Friend Tsaac 
PeNINGTON might have mentioned him in the Title, 
or pointed him out by ſome ſhort introductor Addreſs, 
which, thro' Accident, was omitted by the owns 
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New Covenant. | 


(HE way, the truth, oh life; U evechiting way, "his Seilen 
truth, the everlaſting life; that is the rule in the new covenant. G 
ſent Chriſt bis Son, the Word of eternal life, a light 1 into the world ; and — 
- meſſage and drift of the goſpel, is to turn men from the inward darkneſs to 
the inward light; and being turned to it, the manifeſtation of this light is 
to be the rule, Which mant the way of light and truth as immediately 
in the heart, as ever the darkneſs did the way of deceit and error. | 
The promiſe of the new covenant is, I will put my Spirit within them; 
and this Spirit hath an inward law and teſtimony, which it writeth in 
the heart; which inward law and teſtimony is to be the rule of the heart. 
And as the outward Jews were to have recourſe to the outward law and teſti- 
mony, fo the inward Jews are to have recourſe to the inward law and tefti- 
mony ; and to witneſs the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus revealed in 
them, and their minds and ſpirits ſubjected thereto : and this is near, bright, 
and powerful in thoſe who receive the Spirit, and with him the law and 
power of the endleſs life. 

The letter killeth : the Jews underſtopd not the way of nie by the letter; 1 
therefore, the promiſe was, I will pour out my Spirit upon all eb: and be- 
cauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son; and thou ſhalt 
hear a voice behind thee, ſaying, This is the way, walk in it. And this voice 
is to be hearkened 103 this Prophet (which God raiferh up to the foulin the 
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new covenant) is to be heard in all things: and he chat hears his voice, and 
| a Irorn® and he chat hears at den hr, PS Hr EIT what 

e WII. J 

In Chriſt Jeſus, neither circumeiſjon avaiterh any nor un 8 
ſion, but the new creation; if any man walk according to - this rule, peace 
be upon him, Cc. What doth the apoſtle call the rule here ? Out wait on 
the Lord to read in the Spirit, and rightly to underſtanc. 

If a man receive the Spirit, and walk in the newneſs of the Ale, and 

uickenings thereof every day, hath he not a rule which is certain and in- 
talible ? if any man be in Chriſt, there is a new creation; and the limits 
of that new creation (which is the light and power of the endleſs life, or 
of God's Holy Spirit dwelling within) are his rule. And within the bounds 
of that (within the bounds of his light, his life, his motions, his inſtruc- 
tions) man never errs; but out of it, deceit, and darkneſs, and error is 
always at hand. | 

Yet (though we do own Chriſt to be the rule) we do not deny making 
uſe of the ſcriptures to try doctrines and forms of religion by; but know, 
that what is of God, doth and will agree therewith ; and what doth not agree 
therewith, is not of God; and that our fore-fathers i in the faith, were led 
to batter the ſuperſtitions and idolatries of the Papiſts, by the teſtimony of 
the ſcriptures. And we have alſo the teſtimony of the ſcriptures with us, 

both to the light and Spirit within, and againſt forms formerly invented, or 
now practiſed, out of the life and power. But we believe the Spirit to be 
a touch-ſtone beyond the ſcriptures, and to be that which giveth ability to 
try and diſcern, not only words, but ſpirits; whereas a man may hold the 
form of doctrine and godlineſs, and yet want the power: in which caſe, no- 
thing can try ſuch a ſpirit, but the Spirit of God, which is in the ſpiritual 
man. And for calling the ſcriptures the Word of God, we cannot but look 
upon it as an improper expreſſion, They being Many Words, not the One 
Word; and Chriſt is called in the ſcripture, not only the Word God, but 
the Word of God. And if, in the fear of the Lord, and true ſenſe, we 
keep herein to the expreſſions of ſcripture, and its form of words, which 
are ſound; ſurely we cannot juſtly be blamed for ſo doing. „ 

But whereas ye affirm the ſcripture to be the rule; conſider ſeriouſly, 
and anſwer me this queſtion. How is it a rule? Whether it be a rule, as it is 
literally underſtood ? Or, Whether it muſt not be interpreted, before it can be un- 
derſtood as à rule? If it muſt be interpreted, What muſt be the interpreter , 
whether muſt it be the Spirit of God, or a man's wiſdom ? 

As to that queſtion, V betber the writings of * now be ad equal weight 
with the ſcriptures; 1 have this to fay : 

The weight of the words which are from God's Spirit, is according to 
the ſtrength of life which he pleaſeth to cloathe them with. Ne ſent forth 
Moſes, the prophets, the Son in that body of fleſh, the apoſtles, in his 
name and authority; and the ang that he lends with the everlaſting goſ- 


pel, 
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pel, after the apoſtaſy, to preach to every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
peop „ p — yea, the! ddr l EL 
fends in any age, hath a peculiar reference to the ſtate of the york tha” 
the ſtate of the people of God in that age; and none'En Night HE wheth 3 
it be ſignified by word or writing) without daſhing againſt God's authority,” 
and. deſpiſing him that ſpeaketh in theſe latter days. Tea, the immediate 
word of. the Lord, ſpoken and declared at this day, by any man to whom it 

leaſeth the Lord to commit the fame; is of no leſs authority, nor more to 
bo ſighted now, than it was in his ſervants in the days paſt, by whom the 
{criptures were given forth. ; „„ 


ts 7 Hundi 18 
HRIST is that word of eternal life, which was glorified with the Fa- 
Ai ther before the world was; who in the full appointed time took up 
the body of fleſh, prepared by the Father, to do the will in, and did the 
will in it, fulfilling all righteouſneſs, to the ſatisfaction of the very heart of 
the Father; for whoſe name's ſake the ſins of believers are pardoned. _ And 
this ſame word of eternal life, and no other, which took that body of fleth 
upon him, is alſo manifeſted, and dwelleth in the hearts of his ſaints ; who 
(as they receive him in the faith which is of him) dwells in them richly, 
manifeſting in the veſſel the treaſures of his divine wiſdom and knowledge. 
Now, this is the precious knowledge of Chrift indeed; and this is it every 
one is to wait for, to find a meaſure Of the ſame life, the fullneſs whereof 
dwells in him bodily, dwelling in our mortal bodies, and making us like 
unto him, in ſpirit, nature, and converſation. And he that knoweth not, 
but oppoſeth this (in any of its appearances, or operations), either in him- 
ſelf or others, is ſo far of the dark antichriſtian ſpirit. bes | 


Concerning Chriſt. 


Concerning the Form of Sound Wordt. 


OT only the form of ſound words, but alſo the good knowledge of 
the heavenly things themſelves, have been miſerably loft, and buried 
in the ruins of the great apoſtaſy. And though God hath oftentimes 
touched men's ſpirits, and given them ſome ſenſe of the antichriſtian ſtate 
of darkneſs; yet have they not had that regard thereunto, ſo as to be led 
thereby out of the ſtate of darkneſs, but are found in Babylon, by the 
Spirit of the Lord, at the very time of his coming to deſtroy her. For 
though the Spirit of the Lord call out of Babylon; yet there is great dan- 
ger of not obſerving and following the call; but of abiding ſtill there, and 

F %%% 8 12 
Now, though men have had the ſcriptures, yet wanting the Spirit of 

God, and not knowing how to turn their minds deter, and diſtinguiſh bis 

voice from the voice of their o ſpirits and reaſonings (yea, of the EE 


454 Concerning the Form ef Sound Words. 
alſo, who lieth in wait to ſteal into mens minds falſe apprehenſions from the 
ſcriptures), they have not come into a clear underſtanding, either of the things 
or words of ſcripture; but with that knowledge, and thaſe apprehenſions 
of things, which they have gathered, they have many-times been ready to 
fight rather againſt Chriſt than antichriſt; and ſo theit confeſſions of faith, 
and expoſitions of ſcriptures, have been mixed things; rather ſuiting to 
their own beliefs and apprehenſions, than the true nature of the things. 
themſelves: yea, by this gathered knowledge, they have been in great 
danger of a deſperate oppoſing the pure adminiſtration of God's truth, 
from and in the light and power of his own Spirit. Likewiſe, the churches 
they have gathered and built up, they have done in a way of imitation of what 
was done once formerly by the power, and in the authority, of the Spirit; 
but not in the ſame power, life, and authority. I might ſay the fame about 
their ordinances and duties; wherein the Lord (God knoweth) hath mani- 
_ to others, and can manifeſt to them, that they have erred very 
much., 5 

It is true, ye have rejected ſome wood, hay, and ſtubble; and we acknow- 
ledge the Lord's goodneſs to you, in that ye have gone ſo far. Lea, but 
there is yet more to be rejected; and all imitations, and knowledges, and 
interpretations of ſcripture out of the pure life, are to be laid aſide; and 
the Spirit of the Lord waited upon, in the light which is of him; to which 
the mind is to be turned from the darknels, and in which it is to abide. 
Now here ye are very ſhort; not ſo much as come to the outward: owning 
or underſtanding of the way; fo far ae ye from walking therein. 

Thar ye ſeek to find the power and operation of Truth in your hearts, I 
do believe it concerning divers of you; and do bleſs the Lord in reference 
to any of you that it 1s ſo with you; and from my heart deſire for you, 
that your hearts may be anſwered by the Lord therein, and that ye may feel 
preſervation through that which is of him in you; though diſtinctly ye 
know it not, nor how to have your minds turned towards, and to wait 
upon, the Lord 1n it. | | 70 
So to ſeek to have Chriſt formed in you, and to know union with him, 
and a real implanting into him; to know him as a vine, as head, a living 
ſtone, a root, as meat indeed, and drink indeed, c. this is precious in- 
deed to deſire, but much more precious to witneſs: and oh! that ye alſo 

new the way, the living way, wherein God communicateth theſe things 
abundantly, to thoſe who once fat in the deſolate and barren places, mourn- 
ing and ſorely crying out for the want of them; for then ye would not op- 
1 > chap turning people from darkneſs to light, but be one with us 
therein! | | | 5 

The integrity which is in any of you, is of God; and though tbe ſoul 
miſtake about a duty or ordinance, yet the cry therein after him is not 
wholly rejected and deſpiſed by him. But ye would know much more of 
him, if ye were acquainted with him in his own way, and worſhipped him 


— in 


deeper thing than ſo. 


in the everlaſting ordinance, which is tlie pure light of his Son; which was 
befote the letter, brings the ſoul nearer to the Lord than the letter can, and 
gives a fuller cominumion with the Lord in Spirit, than can be had or en- 
joyed through words or conceptions of things. And the end of the letters 
teſtimony is to bring into the Spirit and power, which is the admiriſtration 
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Concerning imward Impreſſions. |, 5 
A EL the impreſſions which are from the holy pure power of the living 
FA God; are of the. goſpel adminiſtration, and are of great uſe_and vir- 
tue; and he that is gathered out of the dark power, into the pure power of 
God, who is light, and who gathers into the light, by the meſſage and mi- 
niſtration of the goſpel, in that light hath a diſcerning of the power int 
which he is gathered, from the power out of which he is gathered. 9 5 
here he neither can nor dares receive any impreſſion of the dark ſpirit and 
power (which is known and experienced to work in great ſubtilty and de- 
ceiveableneſs) nor refuſe any motion or impreſſion which is of the Pure, and. 
Holy One. But ye lay the great ſtreſs: upon owning - doctrinals according 
| to your apprehenſions of them; whereas ye muſt come much further out of 
Babylon, out of man's ſpirit and wiſdom, more into the pure fear and wait- 
ing upon God, more into the ſenſe and power of truth, and into the light 
and knowledge which is thereof, before your doctrinals can be owned and 
ſubſcribed to, by that which is of God. And this ſprings in my heart in 
true love, and tenderneſs, and melting bowels concerning you: Oh! that 
ye held the head ! I queſtion not, but that ye hold notions about the head, 
according to your underſtanding of things; but to hold the head is a far 


As for' that paſſage about communion with God, apply it; Oh! apply 
it, or rather wait for the Spirit of the Lord to apply it cloſe to your hearts! 
For it is poſſible, by his light and Spirit in his own due ſeaſon, he may 
may make manifeſt to you, that much of that which goeth with you for 
communion with God, is not really ſo: and, indeed, in the true love and 
upright tenderneſs of my heart towards you, I would not have you. miſtaken 
about theſe things. As for raptures, the error is eaſy; but in that which 
hes low in the pure fear is the preſervation. And, friend; I pray conſider 
this queſtion, which now is in my heart to thee. Thou ſpeakeſt of depart- 
ing from the faith: Ah! friend, art thou. yet come to the faith? Do. not. 
anſwer it lightly ; for I put it not. ſlightly to thee, nor without a cauſe. 
For through the faith of the Son of God, an other-guiſe knowledge and 
:enſe of things, in this day of the Lord's power, is received, thanthau haſt 
yet attained. SEL VJ 1042396. to 4: 4 

That a man's doctrinals are right according to ſcripture: in all the main 
ſubſtantials, is no infallible rule to try what power it is that works in him, 

| or. 
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or what his ſpirit is; becauſe deceit works in a myſtery and the ſpirit of 
error may come in ſheep's cloathing, and may get, good words and fair 
ſpeeches to deceive the hearts of the ſimple. And there were thoſe that hel 
a form of godlineſs, and had not the true power, but denied it; and ſuc 
were to be turned from; becauſe, denying the true power, they denied 
the Lord that bought them, and ſo held not the head; and he that doth 
ſo, whatſoever he holds of the doctrine of ſcriptures, hath ſufficient cauſe 
to queſtion his communion with God, and alſo the truth of his raviſhments 
and ſpiritual enjoyments, and all his duties and graces. 5 | 

Again; a man may apprehend his doctrinals to be right, as to the main 
ſubſtantials, when indeed they are not ſo. For the doctrines of the goſpel 
are myſteries. Faith is a myſtery ; the love of and in the Spirit a myſtery; 
obedience to the truth a myſtery ; the right confeſſion of Chriſt in and thro' 
the Spirit a myſtery; the worſhip of God in Spirit a myſtery ; juſtifica- 
tion, ſanctification. and the peace and joy of the Spirit, myſteries of the 
kingdom, Sc. and it is eaſy miſſing and miſunderſtanding theſe things, 
but hard to come to the true knowledge of them ; and if any. of the true, 
inward, ſpiritual knowledge of theſe in s be received at any time, it is 
hard retaining it, nay impoſſible 1. to do, but in that which gave 
it. And indeed this is the great myſtery of religion; to wit, to begin in 
the Spirit, and fo to travel on in the pure light, life, and knowledge there- 
of, and not to entertain or mix with any thing of the fleſh. But now if a 
man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, or if he be not able to diſtinguiſh the 
Spirit of Chriſt, in its voice, motions, and workings, from the other Spirit, 
and from his own wiſdom and underſtanding; when he reads a ſcripture, he 
may eaſily err and miſtake about the doctrines thereof, and let in ſomewhat 
of his own, or the other ſpirit's forming, inſtead of that which is the pure 
truth of God. And then this which he hath ſo let in, will cauſe him to 
misjudge concerning the truth, when God manifeſts and brings it forth. 
purely and unmixedly in others, and make him a great enemy to it. 

This was the caſe of the Scribes and Phariſees and great prieſts, in the 
time of Chriſt; they ſtudied the law, gave interpretations of it, being ap- 
pointed by God to preſerve the people's knowledge; and by their under- 
ſtanding of the law and prophets, Chriſt could not be the Meſſiah; for, 
plainly, that appearance 7 his diſagreed with the law and the prophets, 
according to their underſtanding of them. Chriſt was to abide for ever ; 
but he ſaid, the Son of man muſt be lifted up. Yea, the very diſciples 
themſelves underſtood not this for a long time: and if the ſenſe of the life 
and power of the Father in him, had not bowed down their ſpirits, they 
alſo would have reaſoned againſt him in many things. When Chriſt cometh, 
no man knoweth whence he is: but we know this man whence he is. And 
when Nichodemus (who was touched with the ſenſe of his power) ſeemed 
to favour him; what ſaid they to him? Search and look, for out of Gaiilee 

ariſeth no prophet, And they themſelves, in ſearching, and looking, and try- 


ing 
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ing by the ſcri . with Moſes,” and the law which 
he had pon om God (who they ſaid they knew was f God): but whereas 
Moſes had given a ſtrict command abvut the ſabbath, upon which thert 

was no work to be done, nor burthen borne, &c. he, on the other hand, 
bids a man tate up bis bed and wall on the ſabbath day. How could this be the 
 Meſfiab, of whom Moſes wrote (would they ſay in their hearts)? Would he 
teach and practiſe contrary to Moſes? So that there is no certain trying by 
the ſcriptures, further than a man is certain that he hath the. underſtand- 
ing of thoſe ſcriptures which he trieth by, from God's Spirit. For was nut 
this plain to them, that no burthen was to be borne on the ſabbath ? And 
do they not herein (according to their underſtandings and knowledge of 
the e Chtiſt contrary to Moſes and the prophets? What then 
would follow naturally? A deceiver! a deceiver, would: they preſentiy cry. 
He cannot be of God; let him talk of what power he will, it cannot be 


God's power: we need a further Ggn from him, -before we can believe him 


15 bet 2599454 9 off yr 33 NEG 
But the way of trying dodtrines by the unerring Spirit, and pure bght of 
truth in the heart, is certain and infallible. He: whe is truth, marks, hu. 
never deceives about truth; yea, the very inſtindt of his life and nature 
diſtinguiſhes things truly, and never teaches the heart to err, who! id ac- 
quainted with it, and keepeth to it. And what is the Spirit which is 
and why is he given? Is he not above the letter? And where he ia received, 
is he not to be acknowledged above it? Is not his law of light, Written by 
Bis ger in the heart, above any literal deſcription or command of it We 
mult tet the Spirit above the ſcriptures, and * miniſtration: of: the Spirit 
above the miniſtration of the letter. We cannot be clear before the Lord, 
6 ing way to any profeſſors on the earth herein, but muſl teſtify for 
God againſt them. Yea, he that hath received the andiating, and knoweth 
how it teacheth, and how it preſerveth from all that ſeduceth, cannot but 


? ++» 


about the myſtery of God, Cie, Se., becauſe the Spiit archeth the 
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Spirit: therefore, there is n neceſſity for people firſt to be turned to the 

Spirit of God, as being the firſt ſtep in the way to true ſaying knowledge. 
5 1 Fr ke 114 £9 4A! art Foes e ys 44+ " 1 f 


1 
1 
98 * +> * 1} $ 7 
ZT3VO 31H TED © ©1350. Wirk 1 ) : 
* 8 4 7 2 N £ 
TS N = * ? * 1 * * 4 
Concerning t r 
+ | f 5 1 1 7 ' 


YHRIST, who had all power given him by the Father, and authority 
LA to ſend forth meſſengers to preach the (goſpel of his ſalvation, he ſent 
forth his apoſtles and ſervants to teſtify and declare of it. 

That which they were to preach and teſtify of, was, 7 bat which was from 
the beginning ; even the eternal life, which was with the Father, and was ma- 
nifeſted unto them, And this is the meſſage which they heard of him, and 
were to declare to others, That God is light, and in hin is no darkneſs at all. 
'And this word of faith, this word which was from the beginning, this word 
which reconciles the ſoul to God, they were to pteach, as near in the heart 
and in the mouth. And the intent of their preaching and teſtifying of this, 
was to turn men to it; from the darkneſs within to the light within; from 

tbe power of Satan within, to the power of God within. Thus was the 
goſpel preached before the apoſtaſy, and thus is it again preached after the 

apoſtaſy; and this light, this life, this power of the inviſible word, is wit- 
neſſed again to become the ſalvation, as it was before the apoſtaſy. 

Now here, being turned to this, this diſcovers the darknefs, the loft 
eſtate, the captivity, the bands, the miſery of the ſoul, and gives to long 
after the Saviour; and not only ſo, but it alſo ſheweth the Saviour whom 
it cauſeth the ſoul to long after; and in the waiting upon the Saviour in the 
light which is of him, giveth to partake of his ſalvation: mY 

And ſo here we come to have that work of God renewed in our hearts 
and ſpirits, which at any time was formerly wrought; and wrought more 
clearly and effectually; as it muſt needs be, as the mind is turned toward 
and gathered into the pure light, life, and power. And in this we are 
taught to own Chriſt, as he appeared in that body of fleſh, and what he 
did in the life and virtue of the Father; yea, the preciouſneſs of that his 

_ Aacrifice, both in its own nature, and in the eye of the Father; and we 
bleſs the Lord for him, and believe in the Father through him. Yea, we 
bleſs the Lord for the declarations of the good things in the fcriptures, and 
read them with joy and thankfulneſs to the Father, and in the watch againſt 
that which would imagine about them; for we know any ſuch thing (let in- 
to the mind) darkens. So that we do not fall ſhort in a true owning of 
Chriſt, as he appeared in that body; and alſo we know and own the ſame 
word of eternal life appearing in us; fo that we can ſay truly with the apoſtle, 
it bath pleaſed the Father to reveal the Son in us, and it is the eternal life, it is 
the Son indeed of the Holy God, and not another. A 1515 | 
Now, for that way of working which thou ſpeakeſt of, of ſeeing a man's 
nakedneſs, filthineſs, wretched, loſt, undone condition; of being —— 


| Concerning tb Light; _ 
of his own impotency; that his help is not in himſelf; that all his righre- 
ouſneſs is as filthy rags; of crying out, what ſhall I dof Woe is me, I am 
undone ! What ſhall I do to be ſaved? How ſhall I a before the Lord? 
And ſo of mourning in ſecret, and the ſore running, &c. and the diſcovery 
of Chriſt, as was in that day, az offered without money, without price, Sc. 
and fo the ſoul's humble and cordial caſting itſelf ' upon him, Sc. and de- 
firing to know him, not only as a Saviout, but as a Lord alſo, reigning over ity, 
&c. All this we knew, in the true and ſenſible experience, as it was re* 
vealed in that day. But we knew not the word of life within to be the word 
(though we felt operations from it); and fo were not founded upon the 
rock, upon the word of life, as revealed within; and ſo when the':ſtorme. 
came, they had greater power upon our ſpirits than we believed they could 
poſſibly have. And now in the Lord's freſh viſiting of us, we have not loſt 
any thing we had before, nor do deny any thing that God wrought in us 


then; but have it again with advantage, and precious additions, from the 


Lord God, in that pure light of life wherewith he hath viſited uus. 
And now God having demonſtrated this thing to us, ſhewing us what it 
is, and giving us to partake of the precious virtues of it; how can we call 
it leſs than a meaſure of Chriſt, of his Spirit; than the ſeed of the king- 
dom; than the heavenly leaven, Sc.? knowing and experiencing it aſſur- 
edly to be that very thing which Chriſt ſo called in his parables; and that 
in you which is offended at us for it, we know to be nat the true birth, but 
the birth of another wiſdom, which is to be caſt out with its mother : and 
it will be a happy day with you, if ever ye come to witneſs the caſting of 
it out; which ye can never do, till ye come to know, and own, =F be 
ſubject to, Chriſt within, to the pure commandment and Word of life in the 
heart, to the law which cometh out of Sion, and to the teſtimony and word 
of the Lord from Jeruſalem. And they that come not to know it caſt out 
of them by the power, they thereby will be caſt out with it. „ 
But that there are ſome glimmerings of light remaining in fallen man, 
directing concerning many things morally good, as to honour parents, to 
deal juſtly, ro do as we would be done unto, Cc. there is, thou ſayeſt, a 
light diſcovering theſe things as duties, and the cantrary ta be evil, and 
there is alſo ſome. anſwerable ſtrength to come up to ſuch moralities. If 
thou meaneſt a light diſtinct from the Spirit and divine nature of God, L 
deſire thee to manifeſt it from ſcripture: for Adam was to die the death 
that very day that he ſinned. And the death and curſe came upon his poſ- 
terity, who are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; but the light that diſcovers 
and leads out of evil is from Chriſt. That which maketh fin manifeſt, is 
his light. I read that the grace which bringeth ſalvation, hath 8 
1 


all men; and that that teaches men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 


and gives them ſtrength fo to do; and that it is the work of the Spirit to 
convince of ſin; and that the Spirit of the Lord ſtrived with the old world 
to reduce them from their evil ways . and that he nnn, | 
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Spirit to inſtruct them, but they rebelled againſt him: but that there are 
ſome glimmerings of light diſtinct from the Spirit of Chriſt, teaching fal- 
len man to do this, and ſome anſwerable ſtrength in him to walk up there- 
tO, J read nor. * 1 | OT 493012 41,0129 TR enn * * 
It js the promiſe of the new covenant, that God will write his laws in the 
heart; and whatever of his law is written in any man's heart, it is by virtue 
thereof; for man is dead unto God's law naturally, and his eye blinded by 
the God of the world; but that which opens his eye to ſee what the law 
faith, is the light of the Spirit. For that which maketh manifeſt is light; 
and that which may be known of God in the Gentiles, is made manitett 
to them by the light of God in them; which ſhineth in their darkneſs, but 
their darkneſs cannot comprehend it; but it fathometh and comprehendeth 
the darkneſs, and is able to gather the mind out of it, being ſubjected to 
it, in the will which it creates and begets, through the eternal power which 
viſits by it, and is preſent with it, to work the mind out of, and deliver it 
from, the darkneſs, And as this light comes from Chriſt (for he is ihe true 
light, that enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world) ſo it diſcovers 
and maketh manifeſt Chriſt, in his nature and Spirit, and leadeth and 
guideth towards him; and he that is led to him in Spirit, and born of him 
in Spirit, cannot miſs of the benefit and virtue of what he did in that body 
of fleſh; being gathered into, and found in, that which is of him, to which 
all belongs. And in and by this is received that nature wherein the law is 
anſwered; and the work of anſwering the law, is through the renewing of 
the mind, and an evidence of ſomewhat of a new nature; every degree of 
which nature is begotten and maintained by Chriſt, the power of God; 
who is over the fall, and the whole corruption thereof. But by the old cor- 
rupt nature or mind, can no man do the things contained in the law; for it 
is enmity againſt God, and is not ſubject to his holy law; neither indeed 
can be. But the law is ſpiritual, holy, juſt, and good, converting the ſoul, 
and making wife the ſimple; which work it effecteth, where-ever it is 
written in the heart, by the finger of God's Spirit. | | 
Then again, as touching God's imputing Chriſt's active and paſſive obe- 
dience, Sc. we do not lay the ſtreſs of juſtification in believing a notion, 
concerning Chriſt's active and paſſive obedience ; but this we know, that 
Chriſt did obey and ſuffer, and that it was for our ſakes; and that, for Ris 
fake, there is a gift given us from the Father, to draw us to Chriſt; and 
that he that is overcome to God, by the gift of his light, is thereby drawn 
out of the darkneſs ; and that that gift brings every man (that hears the 
heavenly voice thereof, and follows it) into the Son's light, into the Son's 
nature, into the Son's life, into the Son's Spirit; in which, the Gentiles 
might partake of remiſſion of ſins for his ſake, being gathered thereby out 
of the darkneſs, into his light and power. For though they had never 
heard the outward ſound or name Chriſt; yet feeling the thing, and being 
gathered to God by the thing, the value and virtue of it — _ 
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dound to them : for it is not the outward name, but the inward life and 
wer, which is the Saviour. TS W 2 ente 
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And whereas the voice of the Spirit ſaith, Ho, every one that ebirfterby; roms 


ye to the waters; what are the waters to which the thirſty are invited to come ?: 
Did we not believe in Chriſt, and caſt ourſelves on: Chriſt in that day, ac- 
cording as thou apprehendeſt? And yet the xhirſt and cry of our ſouls was 


not ſatisfied. But the living waters ſatisfy the thirſt. Nor is it a be- 


lieving a relation concerning the thing; but à receiving of the thing, of 
the milk, of the wine, of the living water, which anſwers the deſire of the 
thirſty ſoul. And by coming to the living waters, and hearing the living 
voice, and eating and drinking the living the ſoul lives, and the ever- 
laſting covenant is made with it, even the ſure mercies of David, which are 


ſure in the covenant of life for ever. And thoſe that are living, in and by 


the true life, cannot defire to reap or enjoy any thing out of the hew cove- 
nant. of life,, but only in it. e OE tTIN 

This is in my heart concerning you: Ye lay the ſtreſs upon a notion, and 
upon an act of the creature from and upon a notion; which they that are 
out of the life may perform; and who (that hath any ſenſe of a man in 
him) would not perform, to avoid periſhing ? That is, who would not thus 
caſt himſelf upon Chriſt, if believing after ſuch a manner would ſave him? 
And yet there is alſo a difference, a very great difference, between doin 
of it now, when Chriſt is generally owned as the Saviour, and doing it then, 
when he was generally diſowned. In them who thus believed, it argued the 
teachings of the life and power ſo to do; but now the form of owning Chriſt 
is far more common than any form or way of diſowning him. So that now, 
not the word, nor the form, nor the outward'owning, or the caſting of the 
foul upon Chriſt, is ſo much to be conſidered or valued; but rather the 
power, the light, the life, the gift, wherein and whereby this is alone 
rightly and truly done. And he that owneth Chriſt aright, will own that 
which is of Chriſt, the manifeſtation and gift of his Spirit, the ſhining of 
his pure light, firſt in the darkneſs, and then out of the darkneſs, to that 
mind which it hath gathered and preſerveth out of the darkneſs. 

And then for being compleat in Chriſt in a relative way, while the heart 
is unmortified, and unſubdued to God; it is a dangerous miſtaking about 
theſe things. I do confeſs" that fins are pardoned upon a true belief, and 
the ſoul enters into the covenant of life, and is accepted with the Lord, as 
it finds entrance thereinto, and walks therein. And there is no condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt, who walk not after the fleſb, but after the 


Spirit. But if there be an hearkening to the fleſh, and walking after the luſts 


and deſires thereof, is there no condemnation then? Is not the juſtification 
in the covenant, and according to the laws of the covenant? Alas! alas 
ho do men imagine concerning things] and fo in their imaginatious juſtify 
themſelves wherein the Lord condemns them; and know not the way of 
the couenant, and of the juſtification thereof. Eor there is a ne. etwenant. 
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as well as as an old (and the new is not like the old); and a walking with 
God in the new covenant; and every ſtep in it his life juſtifies, and every 
ſtep out of it his life condemns ; and the Mediator of the new covenant jul- 
tifies it according to the new covenant, and never otherwiſe, For the way 
of God is perfect (the way of life, the way of reconciliation, the way of re- 
demption), and the foul is only accepted and juſtified of the Lord therein. 
Yea, juſtification is a myſtery to man's wiſdom and underſtanding, with all 
his knowledge he can gather from ſcripture : and he only knows it who 
feels it, and hath the experience of it, in that which is true, and which 


cannot deceive. 
Concerning Juſtification. 


E apoſtle James faith expreſly, That by works a man is juſtified, 
. and not by faith only; and his words were from God's Spirit, and 
are true, and the Lord ſaw an uſe and ſervice of them. There are works 
which are excluded the covenant of life, and there are works which are not 
excluded, no not to juſtification. There are works required by the cove- 
nant; works wrought in the faith and by the power of God; and when 
they are brought to the light, it is made manifeſt that they were wrought in 
God ; even works that are of his Son, wrought in the life and by the Spirit 
of his Son, and theſe the Father always juſtifieth. Yet we do not ſay this 
is a man's juſtification for his ſins paſt, but they are forgiven for his name's 
fake: nor do they expiate fins afterward committed, Wc. but the advocate 
intercedes, and his blood waſhes them away. Bur this we fay, that alone 
in the faith, in the obedience of the new covenant, the juſtification of the 
new covenant is witnefſed : and the new covenant juſtifieth no fin, nor the 
foul in ſin; but purgeth away the fin, and juſtifieth from it, waſhing off 
the venom and defilement of the wicked ſpirit from the conſcience, which 
the Lord purgeth by the faith, and by the virtue of the water and blood 
which the faith brings in. | | | 
Now having been led by God into the pure covenant of life, and having 
there had the true ſenſe, knowledge, and experience of things, even of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, we cannot but ſpeak and teſtify of it as we have 
felt and received it; and here we know and find certainly and infallibly, 
that it is not the law of works which juſtifieth the believer, nor the obedi- 
ence or righteouſneſs thereof; but there is a righteouſneſs revealed, of 
an higher nature and kind than the righteouſneſs of that law, which is made 
the ſouPs in and by the faith. And this is Chriſt's righteouſneſs, the righte- 
ouſneſs of his life, the righteouſneſs of his nature, the righteouſneſs of his 
Spirit, which is revealed in the foul, and which, in the union with Chriſt, 
becomes the ſous, and Chriſt thereby is made of God unto us righteouſ- 
neſs. And the works which are wrought in man by this righteous Spirit 
and holy power, are of far more value in themſelves, and of more accepta- 
tion with God, than man's obedience to the law could be, could he obey 
? | ever 


propitiation for the ſins of the whole world: and not only ſo, but he hath 
given him as a light to enlighten all the dark parts of the earth, that every 
ſoul might believe in his light, and by its guidance and power come out f 
the darkneſs: and the free gift is as large and as powerful to ſave, as the 
offence or offences are to deſtroy. So that God hath not only ſaid it, but 
he hath manifeſted that he deſireth not the death of a ſinner; but would 
have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of his truth, and gift of 
his grace, that they might be ſaved thereby. And this is the goſpel, even 
the grace which bringeth ſalvation, and the power of eternal life, to all 

ens doors; by and in which the Spirit of the Lord God (who is able to 
ſave) ſtrives with them and in them (according to his pleaſure) againſt the 
enemy. . 

Now for men to interpret à ſcripture: ſo as to overturn this, contrary to 
the very drift of the goſpel, and contrary to the very nature and heart of 
God, they do not well, nor by the guidance of his Spirit in bacon And 
now in love to thee, though I have not much freedom to open theſe things, 
knowing that they are above the ſtate of moſt people to underſtand, and 
that it is rather proper for them to wait in what is clear and manifeſt, than to 
meddle with things hard to be underſtood; and deeply myſterious, before 
the Spirit of the Lord opens them to them: yet I — in love I find free - 
dom in the Lord to ſay a little to thee. Mind the words of the apoſtle, in 
fear and reverence towards the Lord. What if God, willing to ſhew his wrath, 
and to make his power known,. endured_with much long-ſuffering the veſſels of. bis 
wrath fitted to deſtruction? | 


Now conſider, how is God willing to ſhew his wrath, and to make the power - 


of his deſtroying a veſſel known? Is it a thing natural to him? Is it not con- 
trary to his nature to deſtroy ? Any who can teſtify any thing of the life of 
God in their hearts, do they find any thing of a deſtroying nature in it? 
Chriſt, who was the-expreſs image of God, did not. he come to. ſave? Did 
he come to deſtroy any? And when any reſiſted the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves, was it not grievous to him? O Feraſalem!. Feriſalem ] bao often 
would I have gathered thee ! Here the heart of God towards the ſons of men 
may be read, as in a true glaſs. And before the Lord gives them up to 
deſtruction, doth he not endure them with. much long: ſuffering? Ang ls it 
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nat the proper intent of the goodneſs, forbearance, and long - ſuffering af 
Gol proper ene 8 Wy ii. 4. And ESO led er. 
long: ſufferiug ta repent, do they not witneſs it_ſalyayon ? 2 Pet. ii. 15, 
Ah! wait on God, that thou mayeſt underſtand. theſe Tings t m him ag 
they are; and not according to the imaginations and reaſonings of thine own 
wiſdom and underſtanding. It hath been a long night of darkneſs, where- 
in many miſapprehenſions- and falſe conceivings upon ſcriptures have been 
ede which the Lord pitied us under, and bare with us in them; 
but now it is high time to bow down to and receive that light which purgeth 
the veſſel from all ſuch miſapprehenſions and miſconceivings, which are 
a8 really hay and ſtubble in the ſight of God, as the grollelt darkneſs af 


popery is. 


Concerning Baptiſm. — __ | 


IJ E own the one baptiſm ; and, bleſſed be the Lord, are baptized 
VY therewith into one body. That of water was but the forerunner's, 
but the ſhadow. of Chriſt's baptiſm, which is with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
Now when Chriſt ſent his apoſtles to preach and baptize, did he ſend them 
to baptize with the forerunner's baptiſm, or with his own baptiſm, when 
he ſaid, Go teach all nations, baptizing them into the name, &c. ? Paul pro- 
feſſeth openly he was not ſent to baptize, but to preach the goſpel. Was 
he not an apoſtle ? Had he not ſeen the Lord? Had he not his commiſſion 
from him? Did not the apoſtolick commiſſion contain baptiſm as fully as 

reaching ? Is it not ſaid, He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be feed = 

"es, without doubt, it did contain Chriſt's baptiſm (without which there 
is no ſalvation) as well as preaching ; but the baptiſm of water, which was 
a figure of the thing (which Paul Nig find freedom to do to ſome) Paul ſaid 
he was not ſent to He did it not by commandment, but he might do 
it by permiſſion, as well as circumciſe ; which was another figure of the 
ſame thing. | | | : 


THO | Concerning Perfection. 


HRIST 1s a perfect phyſician, and is able to work a perte& cure on 

the heart that believeth in him, and waiteth upon him: yea, he came 

to deſtroy the works of the devil, to cleanſe man's mind of the darkneſs and 
power of Satan, and to fill it with the life and power of truth; and he ſent 
forth a miniſtry. not only for the beginning, but for the perfecting of the 
work: yea, his Word in the mouth and heart 1s . ſharper than a 
two-edged ſword, and he can caſt out the ſtrong man, and cut down all 
that is corrupt and contrary. to himſelf, and break down every ſtrong- hold 
in the mind, and ſpoil all the goods of the enemy. Chriſt likewiſe bids his 
diſciples be perfect, as their beavenly Father is perfect; and the apoſtle bids 


men 


— Th „ 
men perfett bolineſs in the fear of God, that they might be ſeparared 
men oof not fo much as touch, the unclean thing; might val promiſes 
of Gods dwelling in them, and walking in them, whioſe E mplk I under the 
re 1 And if a man wait upon God in — 
ing, and power and virtue of the new covenant, even t 

put into the — "Thick keepeth the heart clean, and will nor: ſafitr it to 
depart from the Lord, and witneſs the powerful law: of the endleſs li 
giving him dominion over the law of fin and death in the members, and the 
Spirit of the Lord put within him, cauſing him to walk in his ways, and = 
keep his ſtatutes and do them; ſurely this man cometh near to 
Did Chriſt cure perfectly ourwardly in the days of his fleſn; and ſhall be 
not cure perfectly inwardly, in the day of his Spirit? Yes, certainly; the 
lame, the deaf, the blind, the dumb, the lepers, waiting upon him in the 
way of his covenant, ſhall be cured by him as perfectly inwardly, as ever 
the others were outwardly. And then is the day of joy, and of re 
the good things which the promiſes contain, feedin on the feaſt ye 
things on God's holy mountain, in peace of ſpitit, in ſecurity from the ſoul's 
enemies, none of them being able to come near to hurt or deſtroy; nay, not fo 
much as to make afraid on the mountain of God's holineſs: andithen the 
ſong of Moſes, and the ſong of the Lamb is ſung, and walking in the 
way of holineſs witneſſed ; which no unclean thing can pals over to, but 
only the ranſomed and redeemed of the Lord. 

Now if any man come in truth to witneſs this from the 2255 and hath 
found by his conſuming fire the droſs burnt up in him, and his ſoul cleanſed 
from what is corrupt and unrighteous; doth he deceive himſelf, or is he a 
liar, if he fay the Lord hath cleanſed: me from all my u m_ teouſneſs? And 

did John ſpeak there of his own ſtate, or of the ſtate of the other apoſtles 
and believers, -who were grown up in the. life and power of truth, and had 
overcome the wicked-one, by the ſtrength of Chriſt in them? Or did he 
| ſpeak condeſcendingly (as the apoſtles often did with the weak: becoming 
as weak, when they were exalted by God to an higher ſtate than that con- 
dition fignified) ? Had he not tellowſhip with the Father and the Son? And 
was not his joy full? And is the joy of any full, while ſin, while corruption, 
is near and hath power; while Satan, while the powers of darkneſs, are 
not trodden under foot? There is a ſtate af righteauſneſs without Chriſt, 
wherein if a man ſay he bath no ſin (and ſo thinks he hath no need of 
Chriſt) he deceives himſelf. But there is a power in Chriſt to perfect the 
work of redemption in the heart; to ſanctify the creature wholly, in body, 
ſoul, and ſpirit; yea, his leaven received will work, and works daily, till 
it hath wroughtall out, and the whole be leavened; and he that truly feeleth 
it ſo, and can ſay in God's preſence, and in the true fear and humility of 
heart, The old leaven is WD rought out, and the new hath wholly | lens 
vened me: this is not the: voice of deceit, m_ of ruth, in W Macs 
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5 Lags he thar'queſtibn, Whether Chrilt hack — in hs Spirir all 
along in the ſouls of bis true people? | #8294; 0 

"Auf: There hath been hi of Chili's te With wines long 
the apoſtaſy. 32535 — Chrift's reign in the 
heart: yea, there are ny agar never rough the ſuffering which 

$ before the rei de power hey. che eroſs, and the 

2 death thereby of all chat flands im the way of Chriſt's pure reign- 

mg, is yet to be taken vp, and many journeys to be gone, before men come 
to witneſs Chriſt's kingdom, and the of his Spirit therein s: 

There are ſome other paſſages which 1 find in my heart to ſay ſomewhat 

to. One is this: That ye now  throigh mercy when ye are well; that 
2 7 are ſatisfied, c. 

There hath been a cloudy and a atk day; which, for its thickneſs, may 
well be called night; wherein the people of the Lord have been ſenctered 

from mountain to hill, ſeeking their reſting- place. 

Now it hath pleaſed the Lord, after this thick night of tne to ga- 
ther the ſcattered ſheep, and to decome the phyſician (in the miniſtfation 
of his Spirit, life, and power) to heal them and bind them up. 

And thoſe that have been ſick and diſtreſſed, and brought into the true 
ſenſe, they feel the need of the phyſician, and bleſs his name for the beal- 
ing which he bringeth with him under his wings. 

But there are ſome that are fat and ſtrong, and whole and compleat by 
an imputed righteouſneſs, according to their own apprehending; and theſe 
are well; theſe are ſatisfied; they have no need of this viſirarion of God, 
nor of this — of life and power from on high. 

There was a church once, before the apoſtaſy took place, that knew ah 
truth better than ye do, that ſaid, She was rich, increaſed with goods, and 
had need of nothing; and yet wanted the tried gold, the white raiment, 
and the eye - ſave. And if ye knew how aright to wait on the Lord, and 
receive counſel and light from him, perhaps ye might therein ſee alſo, that 
ye are deſtitute of and want the ſame things. 

Now in that we teſtify to you that we have been in your ſtate, and fully 
experienced it, and ſeen in the light of the Lord the truth thereof, and the 
defects thereof; and in love, and in the leadings of God's Spirit, are drawn 
to teſtify thereof to you, and have from him received the knowledge of the 
Being way, which was made manifeſt before the apoſtaſy, and is now again; 
and are taught and enabled by the Lord to walk with him therein, the 
Lord having led us into that, and brought us forth in that, from which all 
the apoſtates have erred, and out of which they all are; this ſhould not be 
_ a'thing ſlighted by you; but being a weighty teſtimony, and of great con- 
cernment to you, ſhould be weightily conſidered of, and determined in you, 
by that which alone is able to decide it. Now if ye weigh this teſtimony by 
{riptures, and have not a true underſtanding of thoſe tures from God, 
| ye will but r err the more, and be the more confident and hardened 

| in 
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thereof, 7 age hear - 
eth and owneth it, and feeleth the work. of is love 20d gras pon pod 
bleſſeth his name therefore. Nb fb ths 
As for thoſe expreſſions, «lt we for thee that Jelys ;hriff. is thines 
« £46 en him, in the princi i 
is of him, thou mayeſt ſay ſo truly. But is it not ſtr 
ſhouldſt be af it, and nat be able to know and own it, in this ay: 
nifeſtation: but call the light, which is ſpiritual and eternal (and Aa 
and — of Chak), natural? What! of God, of 
received the Spirit, the well) and yet not know. the myſtery 5 7 
within, nor its pure voice in this preſent day! but limit the unlimited One 
to a form of words formerly. Son by himl, hom do. theſe things with 
what 8 are decply, in the miſt, wha. know, nat 
Chriſt from antichriſt; but Goh, againſt Chriſt and his light, as if it were 
of antichriſt or nature. Now we are one with any of you (though ye ar ry 
it not) ſo far as ye know and are of the truth, * feel true "900m nad 
ever is of God in you. i WT LAS | 

Thus in faithfulneſs 20 God, and in x love to cruth and renee to the 
I have. given forth that which ſprang. in me towards thee. And indeed 
ſingly breathe to the Lord in my ie that it may be ſerviceable. in the 
hands of the Lord for thy good; even to ſhake that knowledge and ſenſe 
which is not of him in thee (though thou ſtrongly believeſt it to be of him), 
and ſo 40; bring thee to the infallible ſenſe and experience of the true foun- 
dation, and to a fixed building and eſtabliſhment, in Spirit thereupon, in 
that light which is of the Father; that therein thou mayeſt own and Lk take 
of the miniſtration of the everlaſting and pure power in thy preſent day and 
gcngoatieny: which is now ſo diſpenicd,, as it hath, not been Gnce. the night 

of the apoſtaſy. Bleſſed be his A. 7 5 light ſhines, whoſe life is mage 
manifeſt, whoſe power is riſen out of, and i over, the ls ; who 
love and merey abounds in the ats of the ere e who. aby 

dantly partake. of the covenant of life, and of the precious promiſes of th 
goſpel, — ache ch were te 
a in the ages to come after t ay. and, ace o revealed, and. are 
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yet more to be revealed, to the increaſe of the glory of his name, and of 
the joy and conſolation of his redeemed-ones who find that to be God's 
power and wiſdom, and mighty redemption to them, which to: others is a 
_— -block, weakneſs, and fooliſhneſs': and he who ever was, and ſtil} 
3, the life, is once again become a ſtumbling- ſtone, and rock of offence to 
both the houſes of Mack; ho though - they have lon zafter him, and 
breathed for him, and prayed that his 25 miglit come; yet now, 
when he is come, they know him not, but are wile and ſtrong in reſiſting 
and oppoſing him; which is much to their hurt and great danger, as the 
Lord God ſeeth in the light wherein he dwells, and as he back given his 
children, who dwell with him in the ſame light, to fee with his eye And 
friend take heed that thou. turn not the edge of thy weapon, even of thy 
ſeripture· knowledge, againſt Chriſt (there were thoſe that once did ſo); nor 
that thy table become thy ſnare: for that was the curſe which lighted on 
thoſe ho oppoſed Chriſt's appearance in fleſh; and it may alſo (in the 
Juſt and moft righteous e een of God) befall thole' ng: ee his ap- 
peararice in ſpirit in this his dax. 994. 
And as for what I have written unto thee, thou ure one day einde has 
I have written to thee in true love, and in the true light: and ſenſe of truth: 
and if thou canſt retire into that which is of God in thee, and receive the 
true ſenſe and underſtanding there, thou wilt there frel it ſo now. And 
oh that thou couldſt diſtinguiſh between God's witneſs in thy heart, and 
the voice of thy underſtanding and gathered knowledge | that thou mighiteſt 
receive a being, life, Nye ſenſe, and underſtanding, in that which is pure 


of God; that.the gold might be ſeparated from. the n . there a 
come forth a veſſel for the ee 
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| Nan is . oc ol being in him, er 
in him, obeying his ray, 70 128. ave 3 to 3 
was ba to the ſoul' S experience, and according to the ic tures, and none 
of them are to be excluded. God hath i e Chriſt to be 4 prince. | 
and a Saviour, to give repentance, faith, and remiſſion o* ſins z a EL in, the; 
exerciſe of that repentance and faith, The righteoutneſs and ju arion is 
received... And the Lord condemns the unbeliever, heeaule ket Noh 14555 
and the diſobedient, becauſe he obeys not the goſpel: and he ſtifies 
the belie ver. and the obedient, becauſe of the faith and e or 115 
Son which be finds in them. And in this faith, the righteouſneſs, the pu 
rigbteouſneſs, flows; the Spirit of the Lord covers; and it is- not 65 
the principle, but allo the garment, of righteouſneſs and ; alvation j ye oe 
that Chriſt did in the fleſh comes in here, and the ſou} feels and 725 of 
the virtue. and value af it all, being faynd here. But out of this are the 
notions and imaginations of mens n wg upon, and about ſcripty res, C cdn-+ 
cerning the thing; who indeed and in truth (as it rei is) know it not. 


74%. 10 Second. | 
1 are two covenants,: and there are works of each, works required 
by eh. In the old covenant, obedience to the law of Moſes is required. 
In the new covenant, believing i in Chriſt (this i, tbe" 760 rk of Gad, that ye be e- 
eve in bim whom he hath ſent) and obedience to his glpel and Holy Spirit! 
Now theſe, and the works of the old, are not one and the ſame, nor* pine 
the ſame acceptance and juſtification with the Lord. Nay, though a man 
could perform all the law of Moſes exactly, yet would he not be therein ſo 
juſtified in the ſight of God as de behever is; his, faith and obedience: 
which he-receiveth from Chriſt and performeth in the ſtrength- of his grace 
and new life, being of an higher kind, and more excellent nature, than 
mays fulfilling the jaw in his own natural capacity and principle can be. 1 
am ſorry thou haſt no better a knowledge and favour of the things of the 
kingdom, than to teſtify a. diſlike of chis diſtinction. And as for the Papiſts, 
we meddle not wich them, farther than we are led by che. Lord: — 
em 1 lenow: not what they hold as to this thing 
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881 ai rm an Fa: 1 tr, to . of def 
ing againſt the 5 
fear, they ſhould 2 the 
gener rt 

And thoug ring Fa eh in ak 
true way of grein into ans che 
being fallen, the Lord alone is e to rebuild, as be but at 5 Ne * 
men, reading the ſeriptures of the glory of the former chorch-ſtare; 

9775  ongin; after it (which was good), but withal roo forward to thruft th . 
| elves. into it, and build by imitation, without the clear Night, leadings, and 

idance of the Spirit; and fo have not built up in the fre life an power 
which the building » was, at firſt, apd can alone be truly raiſed again. 

aw che Lord being come forth, in his power, and 1 vp his own 
building, rhe fame Spirit that raiſeth up that, tefUifieth a inſt all the other, 
which are raiſed up without it, And indeed the teſtimony againſt the pre- 
ſent * and congregations gathered out of the power, is God's, not 
ours. Buvt conſider ſeriouſly; Joh ien a reed 2 1 him to meaſure the 
temple, Ce. when patt was to if reſerved for od. ar — Part to be given 
to the Gentiles, But who gave you power to ather churches, or practiſt 
thoſe which ye call Wrede mo bath required 727% things at 
your hands ? And where doſt thou read, that the Gentiles did tread down 
the outward court after it was given them ? They trod torn the holy IN 
indeed forty-rwo months. TT 
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To the Fearth. 


So far as ; you ſee, hear, taſte, feel any thing in ra og light $: "Y 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, we rejoice 2709.7 ; and he defire the in- 
creaſe thereof in you: but we would not have yo ciltaken about IE 
things, | ber wh "ne 
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2th mn f. To the Fifth. 
»Ganolaning the word or commandment which Moſes 1 of, * 
which Paul ſaid was the word of faith whigh they preached. Ua 


- If the' firſt covenant had been faultleſs, there had not been place left 
for a ſecond. For if there. had been 4 lam given, which would baue giuun 
bfe, rigbteonſneſs ſhould have been by that leu. But notwithſtanding the won - 
ders which God did in E and the wilderneſs, - and the giving the law 
and ordinances, -&c.- yet the veil was upon them, and tb Lord bad not gives 
them an beart 10 per erive, nor cyet #0: ſet, nor cars 40 bear, 10 that ery. dey. 
Deut. xxix. 4. Well then; there was a deceſſiy of a another edvenant; 
and theſe words which Moſes now fpeaks to them from God, wete words 
Cm covenant befides that made in Ho bz. g 

9 


al FI to.chy A | 4773 
But where is-the commandment of chis covenatit ? Where i is the law of 
this covenant ? Where is the Word of this covenant ? It is not hidden 
Wia deal n eee ven, ae ſhouldſt ſay, 
us to v al it un at we may 
hear it, ade Þ, Neither is it beyond the fea; 1 4 Ne 
uno thee, in thy. mouth, and in thy, beart,. this this mig? bs 3 
nigh Word of the other covenant, whereby Cad circumciſeth the heart, 18 
love the Lord God with all the heart, is the, Word cremal, and no other; 
who hath received this power of on Father, and none elſe bath received it: 
and in the obedience to him, his 4 15 is revealed and nectivedd, 
and made the ſoul's, from faith to faith. And it is in vain for e. to _ 
to blind our eyes either concerning this ſcripture, or wang. eee 
itſelf which this ſcripture teſtifies. of; God having opened 
heart, which ſees and knows, and which in the true light, W is en 
and of the Word, ſees him who is inviſible and eternal, even the wer be 
power, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, which was in and with the Father 
fore the world was. And this was the Word, before it took up the 
of fleſh, and is ſtill the Word, and no other; and its commandment is 
life eternal; in the pure faith whereof, and in che pure obedience ä 
he giveth life abundantly: but out of the faith and obedience thereto, he 
| doth neither give life, nor the juſtification of life; but the deceits of the 
enemy there prevail in mens minds concerning theſe N 
Now had the Jews under the law come to this Word, th bad hy the | 
light thereof underitood the law, and by the r thereof fulfilled it. And 
n Chriſt and the apoſtles preached, had Ker un heard, felt this Word 
they could not but in their 8 have believed him to be the Lord, and 
vs have confeſſed his reſurrection from the dead; which, in that day, it 
1 great thing to confeſs, being not revealed by fleſh and 1 nor the 
teſti ny then eaſily ſwallowed by the fleſhly and earthly part, but generally 
oppoſed. by it. But now theſe things are received and acknowledged by 
multitudes without the power; and as ſo received, are of no value, not can 
fave; but the owning and receiving, and being born of the Spirit, life, 
and power (which was in him) faves, and gives ſuch an acknowledgment 
| — things, as is of the Bee an eee eee wub . 
ther. 
But, alas friend, how hat» thou tented- ang perverted. this: kaiprare, 
turning aſide the intent of God's Spirit, and putting thine o.•mn 
upon his words, ſtriving to make them ſpeak. whas-thou wouldſt have.ther | 
Is. this reading of the ſcri in reverence, humility, and gadly feat ? 
Oh!. — would give thee. 2 ſenſe of what ow al dong herginel, For 
neither Moſes nor Paul doth thus reſtrain them, nor mention any ſycl 
of people as thou ſpeakeſt of zubut thou, by thy expoſition, void 
the mind of God, and the drift of his Spirit im the ſcriptutes. If thau haſt, 
in this wiſdom and latitude of thy own ſpirit, read the ſcriptures, not know- 
ing 


Po” | | 
Ah | friend, if thou kaoweſt God's Spirit, keep to t; ifiithou knoweſt it 

not; wait for it to beeorhe why guide and leader; and *hoyupener ef ſorip- 

tyres. and the myſteries oh, the ingdom to thee. y * N. N „ n eek 0. 
The light chich enlighteneth every man that comerhinto-the world, and 
the eternal Word or Son | of God, id the ſame. - 3 ſuining in 
the darkneſs, ſhineth and enlighteneth with the true light And the end of 
its enlightening is, that therein men might feel the drawings of che Fa- 

ther ache ſtrivings of his Spirit; and inthe faith thereof, and ſubjection 

theseto; come out of the dark neee. 
New the condemnation is not * becauſe Chriſt hath not ſufficiently en- 
lightened: them, or that there goeth not ſufficient power with his light to 
redeem ſtom the darkneſs ; but becauſe men turn the deaf ear to him, will 
mot hear him; but, in love to the darkneſs, hear the voice of him who 
dwells in the darkneſs. But the Spirit of Chriſt, who is in the light, and 
wells in che light, who ſtrives with the dark world by his light, is able to 
conquer and overcome the darkneſs. Lea, the Word of lite, nigh in the 
mouth and heart, is able to overcome the power of death there, to quicken, 
to gather to God, to ſet the captive free, &c. And the reaſon why men 
periſh, is not through God's inſufficient viſiting of them, but becauſe of 
their turning from the meaſure of the manifeſtation of. his Spirit. ny 
deſpiſe the day of ſmall things; they will not come to that wherein the life 
and virtue was hid, and ſo loſe: the day of their viſitation, and mils of the 
good which God intended to them there. 
And whereas thou: ſayeſt, The light doth not, nor cannot, diſcover 
«* Chriſt, and his being raiſed from the dead, Sc.“ I. cannot but ſay, on 
the other hand, what doth diſcover them, but the light? How came the 
{criprures to declare of Chriſt ? Was it not from the Spirit? And is not that 
ſame. light till with the Spirit, by Fhich the ſcriptures were given forth? 
And can he not give it forth without the letter, where he ſeeth need of it, 
and vouchſafeth ſo to do? But how can the vaſt unbelieving multitudes of 
the world experience what the light and Spirit of the Lord can do, being not 
ſubject to it, but rebelling. againſt it, 70 xxiv. 13. And why may not 
men now, by the light of the Spirit, come to know that Chriſt is come, 
dead, and- riſen, as well as theſe things were known and believed before 
the ſcnptures were written? Let, if a man ſhouid not know the autward 
death: of Chriſt, and his railing from the outward grave; yet being ia the 
faith of the power. (which whomſoever it toucheth and draweth to it, it re- 
deems) that gives him a right to all that was done by Chriſt ; for then he 
hath union with the thing which ſaves, and ſtrength. from it againſt that 
which deſtroys. Yea, there was. a time when the diſciples of Chriſt were in 
the faith, and yet neither knew nor believed his death and reſurrection: 
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ea, Peter, with no ſmall confidence; fad, Lord, "this Bult gt be wits thee, 
.D te. Xvi. 22. I: 7 EVE £3 e _—_ u W r 1 * & oy . : 
As touching that paſſage” of renouncing the works not only of "the old 
covenant, but even thoſe of the new alſo, as filthy rags, that is we na 

unſeriptural and unſavoury ; the works of the new covenant being fruits 
God's Holy Spirit, which he works in us and for us. If any man be in 
Chriſt, there is a new creation (Where the old things are paſſed away); and 
he that walks after this rule, walks in the newneſs of the Spirit, and the 
Spirit moves, and lives, and works in him. Not I, but Chriſt in me, And 
as the root is holy, ſo is alſo the fruit, The fear which God puts into the 
heart is clean, and keeps the heart clean; and out of the good, any ho- 
neſt, and clean heart, comes good, honeft, and clean fruit, which s not 
unclean, like filthy rags. Read 7/ai. lxiv. 5. and conſider it, waiting on 
the Lord to open thine underſtanding, ' Were the works which the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, Heb; xi. and Jam. ii. 24 to be reckoned as filthy rags? 
Abraham was acquainted with the inviſible eternal Word, and was turned 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God; and in 
his converted eſtate had the promiſe of the ſeed; and ſaw, with the reſt of | 
the prophets, through the day of his fleſh to the day of his Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 
10, II, 12. | | ds 3p EE 
David was a ſpiritual man, and knew the Word of the new covenant z 
which is a lantern to the feet, and a light to the paths, of the children of 
the new covenant, who witneſs and experience their way cleanſed by taking 
heed thereto according to this Word. And the precepts, ſtatutes, laws, 
commandments, ordinances, judgments, Fc. of this Word are a myſtery to 
all that are not acquainted with it. But they that are acquainted with it, 
and in the pure fear and humility wait upon it, they learn of it the way of 
2 precepts, and are guided by the Spirit of the Lord in the way ever- 

aſting. _ | : 
The wiſdom which Solomon ſpeaks of, is undoubtedly Chriſt, the Word 
eternal, It is much thou ſhouldſt boggle at this. He is the Sun of the 
inward world, which enlightens the dark inward world; not that they ſhould 
abide in the darkneſs, but by the virtue and power of his light come out 
of it, And friend; mark theſe following words, and wait upon the Lord 
for the true underſtanding of them. Till thou witneſs the inward Word, 
with the inward law and teſtimony thereof, and know its commandment to 
be a lamp, and its law a light, Fe. thou canſt never witneſs the perfect 
keeping and preſervation from the evil woman, from the flattery of the 
tongue of the ſtrange woman; but wilt be apt to luſt after her beauty in 
thy heart, and to be taken with her eye- ids. But if thou know and keep 
wiſdom's NY thou wilt thereby — ers 7 —— | 
to that ſaying: riſt, If a man keep m mes, be ſhall never ſee death, 
And Chriſt reed his olle to t Br ts Ppist Geeste th ſayings 
from, who teacheth not only the greateſt, but the leaſt, in the ne covenans; 
Vo I. II. | Ppp | Writuig 
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writing his law in their hearts, which law is light. And if any man hear 
the inward voice of wiſdom, and turn at her reproofs, ſhe will pour out 
her 1 unto him, ſhe will make known ber words unto him. 

The ſame thing that teaches to do juſtly, and love mercy, teacheth alſo 
to walk humbly with the Lord. It is the ſame grace which brings ſalva- 
tion, which teacherh to live godlily, that teacheth alſo to live ſoberly and 
righteouſly. What I had in my former profeſſion and congregational way, 
the Lord brake by a mighty hand; but yet in tender mercy he was with 
me, preſerving me in the midſt of the ſtorms, and floods, and roarings of 
the enemy upon me, till his freſh viſiting of me. And he viſited me with 
his own Spirit, with the eternal light, life, and power thereof; and I know 
it to be the ſame thing which had been with me from the beginning; yea, 
the child, being quickened and raiſed out of the grave, preſently knew its 
Father, and cannot but honour and bear teſtimony to that appearance of 
truth, wherewith his Father viſited him, and wherein he bath felt the re- 
newing and reſtoring of his former work. And they that knew me for- 
merly, before the Lord daſhed me to pieces, could and did witneſs, that 
the 14 had given me true humility, and my ſoul did witneſs a walking 
with him in the humility which he gave me. And now I witneſs from 
him, in this precious diſpenſation of his life and power, the very ſame hu- 
mility (and bleſſed be his name, with great increaſe), and a freſh walking 
with him therein, in a freſh ſenſe and meltings and bowings of ſpirit before 
him night and day. I do confeſs I took it to be a natural thing, and 
overlooked and deſpiſed it, till the Lord opened my underſtanding, and 
ſhewed me what it was, and how he wrought by it, and that it was a my- 
ſtery hid from all, but thoſe to whom he revealed it. And indeed I do 
hang daily upon the Lord in this for life and power, and am very weak 
without, but ſtrong as it pleaſeth the Father to manifeſt himſelf in me, and 
to breathe upon me through it; yea, indeed, my life, peace, reſt, hope, 
Joy, delight, Sc. is a continual gift from the Father of ſpirits, who hath 
manifeſted himſelf near unto me, and ſhewn me his dwelling-place. And 
I am ſatisfied that the Spirit of the Lord, by his immediate light, is able 
to reach the darkeſt heart in the darkeſt part of the world, and to turn 
= mind to, and give him belief in, that which ſaves, and to ſave him 
thereby. | | 

The word of faith which the apoſtles preached, and the word of life 
eternal, and the light which enlighteneth every man that cometh into the 
world, differ not, but are the ſame; and the light wherewith he enlightens 
them, that they might believe in him who enlighteneth, is of the {ame na- 
ture with the Enlightener, and ſufficient to guide them to the faith of him. 
But friend; take heed of reproaching the truth. Though thou mayeſt do it 
ignorantly, yet it is not wholly excuſable. Haſt thou heard the preaching 
which thou ſpeakeſt thus ſlightly of? If thou haſt not, ſurely thou ſhouldeit 
have heard and conſidered, before thou hadſt judged. Thou ſetteſt up 


thine 
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thine own underſtanding, and a judgment according to the e enen of 
things to thee, inſtead of the true and righteous judgment; therein expoſin 
95 to the — judgment of the Lord, who judgeth in tr . 

fs, and far otherwiſe in this matter than thou doſt. | 

— is the pearl of price, or treaſure hid in a field. The beld is e 
world. The word is in man's heart. And yet this myſtery was hid from 
ages and generations; and the kingdom which the Phariſees ſought, un 
within them; who were as far from any ſenſe and underſtanding of it, as 
the Gentiles; and ſo though it was within them, yet N were without 1 ity 
they had no knowledge, no underitanding, no ſenſe of it, had reaped no 
benefit by it, but were enemies and alienated in their pool from it. Ah]! 
what — and underſtanding is that, to which this is unſpiritual and un- 
ſavoury ? But how bold and preſumptuous, do mens apprehenſions (which. 
they take-up from the letter of the ſcriptures, without che light and lead- 
ing of God's Spirit) make them, even to fly in the face of that which is 
certainly known, witneſſed, and experienced to be of Gods as well as held 
forth in the ſcriptures, as Col. i. 27, fee the Greek. _ | 

As to thoſe harſh expreſſions, vilifying the truth of our God, and the 
converſion to him thereby; I ſhall only ſay this; well, friend, go on; re- 
proach us and our teſtimony, and the truth of our God, as being able to 
lead us no further than morality, c. we aſſuredly know and experience, 
and faithfully teſtify as in God's ſight, that 1 it hath i: us further into the 
myſtery and power of life, and into union and fellowſhip with the Father 
and the Son, than your doctrines ever have done or can de. For the ap- 
prehenſions of man upon ſcriptures are paſſing, away, and the pure truth it- 
ſelf, which the ſcriptures teſtify _ is bead revealed, and further to be 
revealed, and to have the glory. 

Ye think we ſet up a natural light, and eſteem i it Wien but we are 
taught of God to diſtinguiſn, underſtandingly and experimentally, between 
nature, and him from whom nature came; who is the word of life, the 
Lord God of life, beſides whom there is no Saviour; who is near to every 
man to warn him of, turn him and deliver him from, the devourer and 
oppreſſor of the ſoul. Now though the veſſels in which the light ſhines be 
natural, and filled with darkneſs, and become darkneſs in the darkneſs; 
yet the Diſcoverer, Reprover, and Checker thereof, which giveth the aich 
found in the veſſel, is ſpiritual; even the Spirit of the Lord God, whic 
ſtriveth with fallen man in the midſt of his darkneſs. and captivity at ſeaſons, 
according to his good pleaſure. This tlie Shepherd of our ſouls hath taught 
us, opening our cars, and cauſing us to hear and know his voice, and, 113 
learn of him; who is truth, and ſpeaketh truth; Who is _ and Malt and 
giveth of his own exeraal life and We eee ü -f 
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es | 8 8 ets nf. 216% To the Sixth, 1196 ab ν gl 400 hor 
What others have been I know not; but-this: know concerning myſelf, 
that. I was ſettled firmly in the doctrines which ye now own, and in the con- 
gregational way of worſhip, till the Lord ſmote me and brake me to pieces. 
Which ſuch as I did converſe with (to wit, teachers, and others of eſteem 
in that way) profeſſed they could not conceive the ground of; but ſaid it 
was a prerogative caſe, and did not doubt but the iſſue thereof would be 
good unto me. But what if the ſheep were ſcattered, before the Shepherd 
came to gather them? What if they were wandering from mountain to hill, 
jecking their reſting place? What if they went mourning up and down 
from one watchman to another, from one fort: of people to ancther, in- 
quiring after their beloved? Did this make them unfit to be pitied and 
viſited by the Shepherd? What ſort did Chriſt gather in the days of his 
fleſh? Were they not deſpiſed of the wiſe, learned, ſettled ones (in their 
knowledge of the law and prophets) ? Bur bleſſed be the Lord, who hath 
now maniteſtly revealed the foundation, and the kingdom that can never be 
ſhaken, and in his mercy and tender love, and by his power, fixed them 
| thereon; that they know in whom they have believed, and how they came 
to believe; and have taken up the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wherein 
the power is manifeſted to crucity that, which cannot otherwiſe be crucified. 
The Seventh hath been largely ſpoken to already. b 


D2D̃ꝛ ˙ oF To the Eighth. | 1 
The Lord God knoweth, that it is not in my heart to judge or ſet at 
nought any man; but in faithfulneſs to God, and in tender love to ſouls, 
to teſtify to others what I have ſeen in his light, as he requireth of me. 
And is this ſetting them at nought ? It is true, they cannot believe nor re- 
ceive the teſtimony in the ſtate wherein they ſtand ; but that doth not diſ- 
annul or weaken it; but truth and its teſtimony ſtands, notwithſtanding 
their rejecting and riſing up againſt it. | | | 
To the firſt particularly, To own and contend earneſtly for the ſcriptures 
| aright, is good; but it was not good formerly to ſet up the writings of 
Moſes and the prophets above and againſt Chriſt ; nor is it good now to ſet 
up the ſcriptures above the Spirit, or to make them the tryer inſtead of the 
anointing, Jobn ii. 27. for the ſcriptures came from the Spirit, and they 
reſtify of the Spirit; and the Spirit is to be received and to dwell in the 
foul as in its temple: and here the King and Law-giver of the church (with 
the balance of the ſanctuary) is indeed known. And he that receives the 
Spirit is to live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, and in the light of the 
New Jeruſalem; which light is eternal, diſcovering, diſpoſſeſſing, and work- 

ing out the darkneſs, and ſo taking up its place. 
Now though ye may aim at having things concerning churches, and 
church-worſhip, regulated according to the ſcriptures; yet ye may * err 
erein 
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therein, and cannot but err therein, if your — be not opened 
and kept open by the Spirit; yea, ye may not wait for the Spirit's gather- 
wg and building, but may gather of yourſelves, and build of *y6arfelves ; 
whereas the apoſtles were to wait for the power from on high to d their 
work with. And were ꝓour eyes truly opened, ye would quickly and eaflyß 
ſee, that neither your preaching nor praying is at all like theirs. They 
ſpake what they received from the Spirit; ye, what ye apprehend and con- 

ceive concerning words ſpoken. of by the Spirit. This is very ſhort of 
ſpeaking as God's oracles. And one ſort of you conceives thus, and another 
— concerning the ſcriptures, Cc. e n 
To the ſecond. Till ye know the Spirit, and come to the true waiting up- 
on the Spirit, and underſtand his voice, ye can never recover the form of 
ſound words by reading the ſcriptures; but will be liable to be ſetting up 
your own conceivings and apprehenſions, inſtead of the truth itſelf. And 
till ye have the true underſtanding of the Spirit, ye cannot but alſo err 
concerning the power, and about your experiences of things; and ſo will 
be continually in great danger of being deceived, and of deceiving one an- 
other's es, „ hn 7 r t , ee e eee 
To the third. Ye have a notion about Chriſt's active and paſſive obedi- 
ence. being imputed to the ſoul as its righteouſneſs, which the ſcriptures ' 
ſpeak not; and which manifeſts that ye do not know how the righteouſneſs 
is revealed, and how the Son is made of God unto them righteouſneſs, 
who wait upon him in the faith, and obey his goſpel. For the righteouſ- 


neſs is revealed in the faith, and is further and further made the ſoul's, in 
and by the faith. | . „ ee | 


To the Ninth. _ e | | 
God is my witneſs (whom I worſhip in ſpirit, and in whoſe fear I write 
and ſpeak) that I dearly love you; and in the truth and dearneſs of love, ear- 
neſtly deſire concerning you, that ye may not miſtake about Chriſt,” his 
Spirit, his ſcriptures ; about faith, love, mortification; and about the righte- 
ouſneſs, peace, and joy of the kingdom, or any other ſpiritual. thing; but 
may know, experience, and enjoy the truth and ſubſtance of things, as 
they are in Jeſus. Now, if ye — and have received, the true livin 
faith, and witneſs the powerful, purifying virtue of it, which God hath. 
given to overcome. the world, and the wicked one with; how comes it 
about that there is ſuch a belief in you, that it can never do its work per- 
fectly in this world, but only in part? Surely this belief is not of, or from, 
the true faith; nor to the honour of him that hath given it. Fot the 
ſpiritual weapons are mighty through God, to the pulling down of the 
ftrong- holds, and bringing all (even every thought) into ſubjection to Chriſt. 
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That God did: as much for Judas as for Peter, is not our doctrine: for 
God giveth more or leſs out of his rich treaſury, according to his own good 
aſure. But the unprofitable ſervant had alſo a talent giwen him, which 
did not improve, but hid it in a napkin; and his Lord condemned him 
therefore. There were others had talents likewiſe, which they did improve, 
and their Lord accepted and juſtified them therein; faying; Well done, good 
and faithful ſervant, thou haſt been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things; enter into the joy of thy Lori. 
Now is there juſt ground for any of theſe ſervants to boaſt and ſay, the 
other had a talent as well as I; but I made myſelf to differ; I improved 
my talent; whereas he did not? The true Jew doth believe, doth obey the 
goſpel, and hath praiſe of God (he that hateth the light, doth not believe 
nor obey); and yet he ſeeth no ground of boaſting : for it was not he, of 
himſelf, but the grace and power of the Lord, wrought all in him. And 
what is done in, and by, and through the power of the Lord; the honour - 
and glory thereof properly belongs to the Lord. Yea, he that is in the true 
faith, feels that which excludes boaſting, and keeps in the ſenſe of the love 
and mercy. Oh! that thou kneweſt a limit and check to this wiſdom, 
and theſe reaſonings in thee, which are not of, but againſt, the truth; as 
that light which thou deſpiſeſt would manifeſt to thee, if thou kneweſt the 
nature and virtue of it, and didſt cleave unto it. In this wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding thou mayeſt read much, and comprehend much, and be greatly 
taken with thine apprehenſions upon ſcriptures ; but it is ſhut out of the 
true knowledge of them, and out of the Spirit and power of life, which 
they that wrote them were in, and witneſſed of. : 
As for free-will; we own no ſuch thing as man's free-will to good in the 
fallen eſtate. But the Spirit of the Lord changeth and reneweth the will 
in the day of his power; and whoever he ſtriveth with, and draweth, may 
come in the drawing; virtue iſſuing out with the drawing from him that 
draweth, And this is not the condemnation, that men cannot come to the 
Son, that they might have life; but that they do not come; that they do 
not turn, at the reproof of his wiſdom, from that which he ſtands ready to 
turn them from. | Rn 1 
There may be high admirations concerning God and his love, in the 
natural part; which we have known, and are made able in the Lord to 
judge of, ſince he hath taught us to diſtinguiſh of things: and this is 
chaffy in all ſorts of men. But there is a feeling of the pure nature of 


inn 


heavenly love, and a ſinking therein into the deep ſenſe thereof; and an 
acknowledging of it to God, in the humility, in the fear, in the Spirit, 
and in the power. Now this is indeed from the beloved, and accepted with 
God in the beloved. And in this his children, who are ſtripped of their 
own ability of admiring and loving, are taught of him to love and 3 

| | im, 
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him, being gathered out of that which is natural of man, into that which 
is ſpiritual, and of God. 

As for the Four Queries at che cloſe, which I propounded in love, and 
for 5 oo to thee; it ſeemeth to me ſtrange thou ſhouldſt ſay thou 
3 to che ſenſe of them, and yer ſo waive the main drift and 


Deke Firſt was, Concerning Chriſt's being anni born of his chuck ; 
to which thou haſt. ſaid nothing at all, but that the firſt Chriſtians and 
churches were very glorious, Oc. Which they alſo can own, who have 
denied the faith, and are not in the truth. 

To the Second thou haſt anſwered as little, nor. rightly according to the 
letter, putting in the dragon inſtead of the beaſt. 

Thy Third and Fourth are alſo ſhort, and not directly to the thing; put 
L wrote not to contend. The Lord God ſhew thee mercy, bring down the 

wrong wiſdom in thee, bring thee into a capacity of knowing and receiv- 

ing his pure living truth, that thou mayeſt not witneſs or fight againſt him; 

"os in and by his Spirit, underſtand the ſcriptures aright, and witneſs for 
im 
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HERE is a word of advice in my heart to thee, which it behoveth 
thee ſeriouſly and uprightly to wait on the Lord, to be made able 
to weigh and conſider aright; it is this. Take heed of ſetting up the let- 
ter above or -againſt the Spirit (for that is not right in the fight of God) 
and take heed alſo of ſetting up thine own wiſdom, conceivings, and ap- 
prehenfions above both; for that is a dangerous way of erring, and may 
prove a great ſnare to thy ſoul; as it hath been formerly, and is at this 
day to many. If ye had known what this meaneth (ſaid Chriſt) I evill have 
mercy, and net ſacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltleſs. We 
own. the ſcriptures truly and ſingly, being taught of God ſo to do, and do 
not hold forth any thing, contrary thereto, or deny any thing therein con- 
tained z but are witneſſes (living witneſſes) of the truths exprefied and re- 
lated therein; but mens meanings and conceivings thereupon (who, though 
they will acknowledge, that a man cannot underitand the ſcriptures with- 
out the Spirit, yet will venture, in their own wiſdom, ſpirit, and under- 
ſtanging, to expound and give meanings) we cannot own, nor them, in 
ſuch their apprehenſions and practices. = 
That in thee, or any, which breathes after the Lord, we have unity with; 
but that wiſdom and comprehenſion which is above it, and a veil over it, 
and contrary to js nature, and which is a limit and bond to the precious ſeed, 
we cannot have unity with, becauſe it is of the ſame nature with that 
which the Lord hath condemned and deſtroyed in us, and he will not 
ſuffer it to live in others, where his life and power prevails, | 
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Given forth in true and tender Love, for the Help of any ſuch of the 
| Race of the true nn. as may NE in need thereof, ) 
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Vor. II. by Qqq THE 


T hath pleaſed the Lord to unſeaT Afſd open the fountain of life in the 

midſt of his heritage, ſo that in his light do they ſee light, and in his 
life do they reap and enjoy life. And the precious promiſes are fulfilled in the 
midſt of them, of ſending the Comforter, and pouring out of the Holy 
Spirit, ſo that he that believeth, © out of his belly do flow rivers of living 
e water.” Yea, the Lord hath a vineyard, which he keepeth night and 
day (leſt any hurt it), and watereth every moment. Oh! the ſtreams of 
life, the ſtreams of love, the ſtreams of grace, the ſtreams of mercy, the 
ſtreams of peace, the ſtreams of joy and conſolation, which flow from him 
into the boſoms of his children! Indeed grace, and mercy, and peace are 
multiplied from God our Father, in and through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
daily, inſomuch as that ſaying of Chriſt to his diſciples (John xiv. 26, 27.) 
is now fulfilled, J fay not that I will pray the Father for you; for the Fa- 
« ther himſelf loveth you,” &c. The Father, in his love, hath brought 
us to the Son; and the Son, in the ſame love, hath brought us back to 
the Father; and now the love flows from the Father in and through the 
Son, moſt naturally and abundantly. And where the heart 1s circumciſed, 
and much forgiven, there love returns back moſt truly and abundantly ; fo 
that the Lord our God, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is loved with all the heart, 
and with all the ſoul, and nothing is thought too good to ſacrifice to him, 
nor nothing too much to ſuffer for him. Oh! the pure love that ſprings 
and flows between the heavenly Father and the ſpiritual child! The beſt 
love that is to be found in this world (in the men of the world) 1s not worthy 


to be a ſhadow of it. God is love, and his children are of him, and par- 


take of, and dwell in, the ſame love; though the enmity, and higheſt wiſ- 
dom of this world, know them not; as it never could know the children of 
the true wiſdom. | | 

Now from this fountain do not only iſſue ſprings and ſtreams of life to 
refreſh our own hearts; but teſtimonies concerning the life which we — 


* 


PR EFA CE. cecelxxxiii 
and partake of, and concerning our travels from the dark land through: 1: 
valley of tears (where he that gave us life was our well) towards our reſting- 


P Theſe alſo ſpring up in us for the ſakes of others; of which nature are he 
things which follow, in this little treatiſe. For not for my own ſake only 
did they ſpring up in me, but to ſignify to others of the mercy the Lord 
| hath ſhewn me, and the way wherein he hath led me, and what he hath 
given me to taſte of and experience in the way; which will anſwer every 
true palate, every palate that is ſeaſoned with life, and with true experience. 
And having received them from the Lord for this very end, to hold them 
forth to others, in love and in tenderneſs of ſpirit my heart is freely given up 
to him therein; not aiming at any thing thereby but his glory ſingly, and 
the good of ſuch fouls to whom he ſhall pleaſe to extend favour and ſhew 
mercy, in opening the heavenly myſtery of life and ſalvation, 

I have often ſaid in my heart, Who bath begotten me there? Who would have 
ſaid that Sarab ſhould have given children ſuck * My wound was deep, and 
ſeemed incurable z but bleſſed be the Lord, who hath made known to me 
the phyſician of value, for whom no diſeaſe is too hard, but he is able ta 
cure every ſickneſs, and to relieve and reſcue all that are captived and 
oppreſſed by the devil, that come unto him, and wait upon him, in the 
way of his righteous judgments and moſt tender mercies, For after all my 
religion and deep exerciſes, and inward experiences and knowledge, I came 
to ſuch a loſs of what I once had, that I ſenſibly felt I knew not the Lord, 
and lay continually groaning and mourning after him, and deeply afflicted 
for want of him. Oh! the pure, living, and precious life, and ſweet pre- 
ſence of my God, that my foul wanted! inſomuch as my moiſture was 
turned into the drought of ſummer, and my bones grown dry and withered ! 
But at length the Lord, in his goodneſs (Oh! bleſſed for ever be his name!) 
breathed upon the dry bones, and I felt life enter from him inta.me, and 
the days of deep ſorrow and diſtreſs were at length forgotten, becauſe a hea- 
venly birth was at length conceived and brought forth. And now where is 
the ſackcloth? Where are the aſnes? Oh! there is beauty in life, inſtead of 
the aſhes in the ſtate without life; and the garment of praiſe, inſtead of the 
ſpirit of heavineſs! O glory, glory, to the binder up of the bruiſed and 
proken- ones, to the Redeemer of the captives, to the repairer of the 
breaches, to the builder up of the waſted and defolate-ones ! Glory to his 
tender mercy, glory to his grace, glory to his love, glory to his wiſdom, 
glory to his power, for ever and ever. Amen. x 
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A faithful Teſtimony concerning the True and Pure 


May of Life; with Breatheings for ſuch as have Deſires 
after it, and yet are Strangers to it. 


holineſs, after the preſence of the Lord, after union with him, 

after the nature and image of his Son, after a ſeparation from 
what was contrary to him, and a being brought forth in the power of his 
life. 5 : | 

Now bleſſed be the Lord, that is revealed which anſwers the cry; 
which ſo far as my ſoul comes to partake of, it is refreſhed and ſatisfied with 
the ſupply of that, which it thirſted and cried after. 

And all that have felt the true cry, Oh! that they might alſo be taught 
of God, and learn aright how to wait upon him, and to walk humbly and 
in fear before him, that nothing might come between them and the cry of 
their ſouls; but they might be led by him into the enjoyment and poſſeſſion 
of that, which the true birth (which 1s born of the Spirit, and is Spirit) 
naturally longs after. 

Now truly there is no other way to life and ſatisfaction, than by believ- 
ing in that power, and following that power, which raiſed Chriſt from the 
dead; for that is to work the work in all that are ſaved. To feel this power 
revealed within, to have the mind turned to this power, to follow this 
power in the regencrating work and path, is the way to partake of its vir- 
tue, and to experience the redemption which is thereby and therefrom. 

And he that is born of the Spirit, and hath his eye opened by the Spirit, 


and daily exerciſed thereby; he knoweth the Spirit, and is acquainted _ 


T H1S hath been the cry of my ſoul from my childhood, even after 
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his ſtirrings and-movings, and taught of God to diſtinguiſh them from the 
evil ſpirit, its ſtirrings and movings; and ſo doth not quench the Spirit of 
God, nor grieve it when it moves; nor give way to the other ſpirit, when 
it moves and allures. Ee ay | - 
Now the ſpirit of deceit allures and guides men not ſo much by outward 
rules, as by an inward evil nature, and by the law of ſin and death. So 
the Spirit of truth leads into truth, by the newneſs and power of its own 
life revealed in the heart, by the pure inſtinct of life within, and by the 
law of God written in the nature of the new creature, which .is nearer than 
words without. For God blots out of the hearts of his what Satan had writ- 
ten there, and writes by the finger of his Spirit what he would have the new- 
birth read there; and indeed there is a kingdom of life, of righteouſneſs, of 
true peace, and joy (yea, of the holy power and wiſdom of the Moſt High), 
for his children (which are born of his Spirit, and ſpring up of the im- 
mortal ſeed) to read. | Th 
Oh! why ſhould mens eyes be cloſed, and their hearts hardened againſt 
the truth! Why ſhould they cry up Chriſt in words, and cry out againſt 
his life and power where it is revealed ! Is this to kiſs the Son ? Can ſuch 
chuſe (who are guilty of this) but periſh in the way of their ſouls travels? 
And how many mult needs periſh in their reſiſting the power of truth, and 
precious teſtimony of God's Holy Spirit (in this our day) tending to their 
reſcue and ſalvation from that which captivates and deſtroys ? a 
Chriſt came to deſtroy ſin, he having received power from his Father ſo 
to do. He knoweth it to be of a deſtroying nature, and that it will de- 
ſtroy the ſoul, where it is not by the power of life conſumed and deſtroyed 
in the ſoul. Oh! moſt precious to us is that viſitation of truth, light, life, 
and power, which ſearcheth out and diſcovereth fin to the very root, and 
al deſtroys it! Oh! glorious is that axe of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt which is 
laid to the root of the corrupt tree, and is daily hewing at and cutting it 
down, that it might cumber the ground no more ; but that the heart might 
become good earth, ſanctified earth, circumciſed by the Lord to bring forth 
good fruit, good grapes, a good increaſe of the good ſeed of life to the 
good huſbandman, who is worthy to reap, even in this world, the grace and 
mercy, love and goodneſs, wiſdom and power, Sc. which he plentifully 
ſoweth in the ſpirits of his daily. Glory to his name over all for ever, who 
hath exalted, exalteth, and will exalt, that which the ſeveral ſorts of high 
profeſſors, in their wiſdom, trample upon and deſpiſe. | 


* 
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Concerning the perfefting of God's Work in the Heart. 


S it not the will of God that his people and children ſhould be ſanctied 

throughout, in ſoul, in body, in ſpirit ? | 

Is it not the will of Chriſt that his diſciples ſhould be perfect, as their 
heavenly Father is perfect? | | 

Did he not bid them pray, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven? And would he never have them believe and expect that it 
ſhould be done in earth, as it is in heaven? 

Doth not he who hath the true, pure, living hope (which anchors within 
the veil) purify himſelf, even as He is pure ? 

Is not this the way to enjoy the promiſes of God's holy preſence (who ta- 
bernacleth in his people that are cleanſed and ſanctified) to cleanſe. ourſelves 
from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in God's fear? Will 
God dwell in an unholy temple ? Will he dwell where ſin dwells ? He may 
indeed to ſuch, when at any time they are tender, and truly melted before 
him, be to them as a wayfaring man that -tarries for a night; but he will 
not take up his abode there, walk there, ſup there, and give them to ſup 
with him ? | 

Hath not Chriſt received all power both in heaven and earth from his 
Father? Is not this the end of receiving his power, to bring down the ſoul's 
enemies, and to purify and ſanctify his church, that it may be without ſpot, 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing? Is he not the captain of our ſalvation, 
anointed to fight the battles of the Lord? Where is the fight? Where is 
the ſtrong man to be found, caſt out, his goods ſpoiled, and the houſe 
emptied of him, and all that belongs to him ? Is not Chriſt the author of 
faith, the finiſher of faith; and doth not he carry on the work of faith with 
power? And what is the work of faith? Is it not to fight with, and over- 
come, fin; to be too hard for the enemy at all his weapons ? Is there not 
a whole armour of light, life, and ſalvation prepared? What is it prepared 
for? Is it not that the children of light ſhould be wholly armed with it ? 
Were there never any wholly armed with it; or can the enemy prevail on 
thoſe that are wholly armed with it? Are thoſe that are armed with it afraid 
of the enemy, his power, his ſnares, his wiles ? Or are they bold in the 
faith, following on, in the ſpiritual battles, him who rideth before them, 
_ conquering, and to conquer? - | | 

Oh! that mens eyes were opened by the Lord! then might they ſee the 
glory of truth, in the pure light which ſhines from God's holy mountain; 
and ſuch dark doctrines of the night (which tend to the diſhonour of Chriſt, 
his power, and love, and to the upholding of the enemy's kingdom) would 
pals away, and prevail no more in the — of any that truly 181 x 5 
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Lord; but they would quietly wait and hope for his ſalvation, that by the 
law of the- Spirit of life in Chrif Jeſus, they might be made free from the 
law of fin and death, and not always be ſubject thereto! For all whom the 
Son maketh free, they are free indeed; and being made free by him, ma 
ſerve God in freedom of Spirit, without fear, in holineſs and righteouſn 
before him, all the days of their lives. And then they know the power 
and virtue of the new covenant, and the defence which is thereby, where 
the wing of the Almighty overſhadows, and his falvation (revealed therein) 
is experienced for a ſufficient wall and bulwark againſt the enemy. 


N III. 
Concerning the true Chriſt, how it may be certainly and infallibly 


known which is be. 


HILE people were in expectation and muſed in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he were the Chriſt or no, John anſwers ' 

the caſe, and tells them how they might diſcern and know the true Chriſt. 
It is not he that baptizeth with water, but he that baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with fire. He che fan is in his hand, wherewith he cometh 
thoroughly to purge his floor, gathering the wheat into his garner, and burning 
the chaff with fire unquenchable. Now he that knoweth him that doth this 
work, and experienceth him doing this work in him, doth he not know 
Chriſt? Oh! is it not precious to be baptized by him whom God hath ap- 
ointed to baptize? Oh! the fan, the precious fan, wherewith Chriſt (who. 
is the power and wiſdom of God) ſeparates the precious from the vile, ſe- 
vers the wheat and the chaff, gathers the wheat into the precious treaſury, 
and lets out the unquenchable fire upon the chaff! Our God is a conſuming fire, 
ſaith the apoſtle. To what is he a conſuming fire? Is it not to the chaffy, 
earthy, drofly nature in men and women ? Why bring the chaff near to the 
fire, will it not burn it up? And then (as that is burnt up and conſumed) 
that which is pure, that which is upright, that which is tender, that which 
is born of God, can dwell with, and delight in, the- devouring fire, and. 
everlaſting burnings. For God is not terrible to the child which is born of 
him, to him who is brought forth in the image and Spirit of his Son; but 
to the tranſgreſſing nature, to the ſeed of evil-doers, which are naturally in- 
clined to do evil, and every day doing evil, he is terrible for evermore. 
Oh! bleſſed are they who believe in that power, and experience that power: 
near, which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, and are baptized with his baptiſm ! 
They have acceſs to God : for ſo the true Jews have been inwardly cleanſed: 
and kept clean; but the unclean, who have only a notion of Chriſt's blood, 
and of his righteouſneſs, but are not waſhed thereby, nor cloathed there-. 
with, nor ever knew what it was to put off the filthy garment, and to put 
on the white raiment, they may pray in their own wills and ſpirits; but 
they know not what it is to draw Rk to. God in the Spirit and life of Sag 
N 1 8 n,. 
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Son, and ſo are yet to learn what it is to pray to the Father in the name of 
Chriſt. For none truly know Chriſt, but they who truly know and are led 
by his infallible Spirit. They that have not the Spirit of Chriſt are none of bis ; 
and they that have his Spirit, have that which is infallible. It is one thing 
to have words ſpoken concerning Chriſt, or formerly by Chriſt; another 
thing to have the infallible Spirit itſelf; to be infallibly born of the Spirit, 
and. brought up in the light and life of the Spirit, that he may certainly 
know the Shepherd's voice from the voice of every ſtrange ſpirit. | 


IV. 


Some QUERIES o, ſuch as affirm the Scriptures to be the only Rule, and 

deny the Spirit, the Seed of the Kingdom, the new Covenant, the 
holy Leaven of Life, the Law written *n the Heart, to be the Rule 
of the Children of the new Covenant. 


Query 1. OW are the ſcriptures the rule; or which of the ſcriptures 
| H are the rule? Are the whole ſcriptures the rule, from the 
beginning of Gene/ffs to the Revelations ? Or are ſome parts of them the 
rule, ſome others not? If ſome parts of them be the rule, and ſome not, 
which parts are the rule, and which are not the rule ? As to inſtance, in the 
book of Job; his friends ſpake many words concerning God, which were 
not ſo right as Job's, Fob xlii. And alſo Job himſelf, in ſome of his words 
and ſpeeches, darkened counſel by words without knowledge, as he himſelf 


which not; and which of Job's words are the rule, and which not ? 
Query 2. Moles was the miniſter of the old covenant (for he miniſtered 
to the Jews the old covenant, which was glorious in its day); but he was 
not the miniſter of the new covenant. Now the new covenant, and mi- 
niſtration thereof, exceeds the old in glory. The writing of the law in- 
wardly in the tables of the heart, is a more glorious miniſtration than the 
writing of it outwardly in tables of ſtone. Now were Moſes's words to the 
Jews under the old covenant intended by God to be the rule of the chil- 
dren of light under the new covenant ? Shall the words of that miniſtration, 
which was to pals away, be the rule of the children of that miniſtration which 
is to abide for ever? I | 

Query 3. Did Moſes ſay, That when Chriſt came, my words which I 
ſpeak or write ſhall be your rule, or part of your rule? Or did he not rather 
lay, When God raiſeth up that prophet, him ſhall ye hear in all things? Is there 
any one that is truly a ſheep, who is not ſo made by him who gives life to 
the foul? And after he is made alive, and knows the ſhepherd's voice, 1s 
he not to hear his voice for ever, who gives lite eternal, and who leads into 
the paſtures of life, and to the pure ſtill waters, all that hear his voice and 
follow him? Read John xiv. 3, 4. and 47s iii. 22, and conſider, 


- Query 


confeſſed, Joh xlii. 3. Now which of Job's friends words are the rule, and 
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any the honour beſides him to be the immediate forerunner and preparer of 
the way, and to point to the Lamb of God as he did? And yet was not he 
to decreaſe in his miniſtry (it being not the goſpel miniſtration of the Spirit 
and power, as Chriſt's was) and Chriſt to increaſe in his goſpel-miniſtra- 

tion? Is not the leaſt in the kingdom greater than John? And are not all 
that are quickened by Chriſt, and follow him, led by him into the king- 
dom? And who can give the rule of life in the kingdom but the king 
thereof? In the laſt days doth not the Lord ſpeak to his people by his Son? 
And is not he faithful in all his houſe, as a fon, to give the law and rule 
of life to them in Chriſt? FEY ON : BR con 
Query 5. Are not all that are foldiers and ſubjects under Chriſt to follow 
him, their Lord and Captain, whitheridever he goes or rules? How can 
they know whither he goes or rules, but by an inward eye and ear fixed 
upon, and open to him? So that when once they know his Spirit (the voice 
of his Spirit, as his true ſheep do), his movings, his drawings, his leadings, 

his going before, is their rule to follow. And they are not to grieve or 
quench his Spirit, in drawing back from any thing that he leads and draws 
them to. | | * | | 
Query 6. Is not Chriſt the way, the truth, the life; the living way, the 
living truth? Is not the living way the rule to them that live? Is not the 
truth itſelf the rule of all that are true? What ſhould rule and guide the 
ſpiritual man, that is born of the Spirit, but the wiſdom of the Spirit, but 
the oracle of God manifeſted in his temple and ſanctuary? That which is 
born of the Spirit, is Spirit, in which the Spirit is to dwell; and he in 
whom he dwells is to be ruled by him. „„ 8 8 
Query 7. What is that which the apoſtle calls the rule, Gal. vi. 15, 16. 
which if a man walk r to, peace will be upon him? Ts it not the 

Word, power, and wiſdom of God? Doth not he that walketh according 
to that, walk in the newneſs of the Spirit? Doth not he that walketh out 
of that, walk in the oldneſs of the letter at the beſt? Doth not he that be- 
lieveth according to that, hopeth according to that, prayeth according to 
that; I ſay, doth not he believe, hope, and pray according to the rule? 
Doth not he that believeth, hopeth, prayeth otherwiſe (though ever ſo 
zealouſly and affectionately), yet, at belt, can any better be ſaid of it, but 
that it is but in the oidneſs of the letter, and ſo is not in the right way 
which God requires in the goſpel-covenant ? 

Query 8. Is not the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus the law of the 
new covenant ?: And is not that the rule to the children of the new cove- 
nant ? Is not the truth which makes free, the way and rule to them who 
are made free by it? Is the letter or Spirit the rule under the miniſtration 
of the Spirit? Let: that which is ſenſible, and which feels and knows the 
truth and way of life (as it is in Jeſus) anſwer. Men may ſearch the ſcrip- 
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. „and: yet not eome to Chriſt for life ; and men may get deſcriptions 
and a baia of things out of the ſcriptures, and yet not receive from 


him the rule of the new life. ae e 
Concerning the Light, wherewith Chriſt the Life enhighteneth every 


In bim was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light ſoineth in 
; darkneſs, and the darkneſs comprehended it not. JOHN i. 4, 5. 55 


| HAT is the darkneſs which comprehendeth not the light? Is it 
: not man in the unregenerate ſtate? Te were darkneſs, faith the 
apoſtle, ſpeaking concerning them as they had been in that ſtate. 


Now it pleaſeth the Lord that in this darkneſs his pure light ſhould ſhine, 


to gather man out of the darkneſs. For unleſs light ſhould ſhine on man 


in his dark ſtate, he could never be gathered out of it; but he that is turned 
to the light, and followeth it, cannot abide in the darknefs ; but cometh 
into that which gathereth and preſerveth the mind out of it. 

But of what nature is this light, which ſhineth in man in his dark ſtate ? 
It is of a living nature; it is light which flows from life; it is light which 
hath life in it; it is the life of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of the Word eter- 


nal, which is the light of men. And he who cometh to the true under- 


ſtanding, may thereby diſtinguiſh it from all other lights whatſoever, 

There is a vaſt difference between it and the reaſon and underſtanding of 
a man: for the natural man, with his underſtanding, is dead; but this is 
living and powerfully operating in man, as it finds entrance, and as his 
mind is joined to it, He that is dead, indeed, knows it not; but he that 
is alive unto God, feels the virtue of it. This light is above all gathered 
knowledge whatſoever, and above all deſcriptions of things whatſoever : for 
it 1s the thing itſelf, even of the nature of him from whom it flows. A 
man may get a notion from this into his mind, which he may retain the 
dead knowledge of, yea, his notion may quickly be dead in them; but he 


that dwells in the thing itſelf, knows that, and dwells in that which never 
dies, | b 


. | 
A few Words further concerning Perfection. 


\ A THAT was the intent of God in commending Job to Satan for a 
VV perfect and upright man, one that feared God and eſchewed evil? 
Was it not to repreſent him as a perſon whom he could not make any breach 
upon, or prevail upon to ſin? Thou haſt been ranging up and down = 
, | | earth, 
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earth, tempting many, defiling many ; hat ſayeſt thou to my ſetvant Job, 
Satan, is not he perfect? Is not. he upright to me in his heart, and all his 
ways ? Canſt thou make any breach upon him: bd IR tes 
What ſaith Satan hereto? Doth he object any ſin againſt Job? He is the 
accuſer, of the brethren; and if he have where with to accuſe, he will not 
fail to lay it to their charge, even beforę the throne of God. But what 
hath he to ſay againſt Job ? What can he object (either againſt his upright- 
neſs, or againſt his perfection) to the Lord? Oh! ſays he, thou haſt ſer an 
hedge about him. He ſerves thee indeed perfectly and uprightly; I con- 
fels I have nothing to lay to his charge: but doth he ſerve thee for nought ? 
But take away thy hedge, ſuffer me to winnow him, and thou ſhalt quickly 
ſee I ſhall have ſomewhat to lay to his charge, and that no ſmall matter nei- 
ther: for do but take away thy blefling from him, wherewith thou haſt ſo 
abundantly bleſſed him, and he will ſoon curſe thee to thy face. © 
Well, the Lord giveth him leave to try if he can ſtain Job's uprightneſs 
and perfection: and now begins the trial, whether the deviPs temptations' 
| ſhall bring him to (in, or the fear of the Lord prevail to preſerve him 
from ſin. ? Et — OT 
Firſt, the devil hath power to touch all he hath; which he ſoon doth. 
What doth this produce ? Doth he fin againſt the Lord, doth he mur- 
mur, doth he blaſpheme, as the devil had faid? No; he fell on the ground 
and worſhipped, acknowledging all to be the Lord's, and bleſſing his name. 
So that, in all this ſore affliction, he ſinned not, nor charged God fooliſhly, 
Job. i. 10 21, 42. | T4 | 15 | 
But the commendation which God had given him, of being a perfect and 


Now mind, Can any man, that hath his heart made upright by the Lord, 
rom the purity, 


Doth not he that fins depart out of his light, out of his life, out of his 
power, into the darkneſs, into the death, into the temp.ation of the ene- 
my ? 1s it not promiſed, I will put my fear in their hearts, and they-ſhall 
not depart from me: while the fear which God puts into the heart abides 
there, can that man fin? Doth not the pure fear cleanſe the heart, and 


keep 
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p it clean, chat the conſcience may be void of offence, both towards God 
and man? Is the conſcience void of offence, where ſin is committed either 
againſt God or man? When the blood flows in the pute light, doth it not 
waſh ? Doth it not waſn clean? Doth it not make whiter than the ſnow ? 
When fin is entered into afterwards, and committed again, doth it not de- 
file? Oh! read in the true ſenſe, in the true experience, with the true 
underſtanding, which God gives. | BE 367 107 510 F471 


* 
£ ks 


Concerning Imputation f Righteouſneſs. 


HE ſcripture faith, that Abraham believed God, and it was counted 

unto him for righteouſneſs ; and that ſo it ſhall be alſo to all that be- 

lieve as he did, even in the ſame power which he believed in, Rom. iv. 
23, 24. | | 


Now thus we witneſs the thing: our minds being turned from fin, and 
turned to the pure gift of God, that works a change in us. Herein we 
feel faith ſpring vp, which faſtens our ſpirits to the power of life ; and then 
we feel that (in the power of life) flow upon our ſpirits, which waſheth 
away our ſin; and all that is done in this holy and righteous faith, is of the 
holy, righteous life and power, and accepted with the Lord; and that 
which condemns ſin in us, never condemns any work which is wrought in 
God, but juſtifies it. So that the root of fin, with all that flows from it. 
is condemned by the righteous principle of life; but the root of holineſs, 
with all that flows from it, is juſtified. And this is our righteouſneſs, 
even Chriſt the holy power of life, who condemns and caſts out ſin: and 
it is great joy to any of us to feel the root of ſin ſtruck at, and con- 
demned by his power, and him caſting ſin out of us, and the root of righ- 
teouſneſs growing up in us, and bearing us, and cauſing us to bring forth 
fruit to God. And here we ſenſibly find we have right to the ſcriptures, 
to the promiſes, to all that Chriſt did and ſuffered for us, and witneſs the 
Propitiation by and through him, and bleſs God for all the diſpenſations of 
life, wherein he hath appeared to the children of men in any age, which 
were all glorious and excellent in their ſeaſon; but the diſpenſation of the 
Spirit is the ſtanding diſpenſation, which excels in glory, which Chriſt, 
in the days of his fleſh, pointed his diſciples to wait for, which his going 
away was to make way for. This diſpenſation was revealed and ſet up, 
before the apoſtaſy from the life and Spirit of the apoſtles, and is again re- 

vealed and ſet up in power and great glory, after the long night of apoſtaſy; 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord for ever. For the po Mk is already 
paſſed away from many ſpirits, and the true light again ſhineth. Glory in 
the higheſt to the God of lite and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Same QUERIES concerning the Time and Wark of Refotiation. 
0 | 1 0 112290 ofct 73: 8.) £77 1 | $5 4537 2 MY 1 | 8 N 1 
7A did ths ume ef Reftrmation aul Subſtance e of 
Vi re)) fignify and Feint at in relation td tie myftery 
Was it not for the bringing in of the goſpet ; the day of Chriſt's Spirit and, 
power; the day of his inward e the day of his taking 
floor ; the laying his axe 
corrupt tree, that he may deſtroy the works of the devil in mens hearts, 
caſting down and plucking up what his heavenly Father hath not plante 
ſons of Levi, as gold and ſilver is purged, that they tnay offer unto 
Lord an offering in righteouſneſs ; is not this the time of reformation ? -. 
not he create anew ? Doth not he blot out the old image,and form into a ne. 
lump ? For if any man be in Chrift; there is a renewing there; a new buiſd- 
but what is new. He is faithful (in all his houſe) inwardly to judge, con- 
demn, crucify, ſubdue, deſtroy whatſoever is contrary to the nature and 


feu E tes, & o. 
Query 1. 5 
2 
his fan into his hand, to purge his laying his axe to the root of the 
there ? When he cometh as a refiner's fire, and fuller's ſoap, to purify oe 
* „ 
Query -2. Who is the reformer?” Is it not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Dofh 
ing there; yea, old things are paſſed away there; there is nothing in him 
Spirit of his Father, and to form and build up the ſpirits of his in that 


ful than him who corrupteth it. IN 9 2 | e DRY 
Query 4. Where doth Chriſt reform and new-create ? Is it not in the new. 
covenant; in the faith and obedience thereof? Doth he not, by the Iaws. 
thereof, break and diſannul the laws of the old covenant, and make void. 
the covenant of hell and death; and ſo make an everlaſting covenant of life 
and peace; even an holy, pure, living agreement, between God bis Father 
and the ſouls of his? Thus by his light he overcomes darkneſs; by his life 
he overcomes death; by his pure nature and Spirit he overcoriies (chains 
down, ſubdues, and deſtroys) that which is impure, breaking the bofid of 
ſin and iniquity, and letting the opreſſed go free from under it. Thus he 
manifeſts himſelf to be the Saviour by his holy anointing, breaking the 
yoke of the oppreſſor, Jai. x. 27. k 8 
Query 5. Whom doth Chriſt reform? Are they not thoſe who take his 
yoke upon them, and learn of him? Are they not thoſe who are turned to 
the light of his Spirit, inwardly made manifeſt ; turned from the darkneſs, 
walking no more therein, but in his pure light? They that own his inward 
appearance in their hearts, and turn (from the enmity there) to him, receiv- 
ing his light, his law, his life, his Spirit, them doth he exerciſe daily, and 
1s daily reforming their heats and ways thereby. But if an, man rec. ve h 
5 | not 
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©his light, his life, his Spirit, within, ſuch an one is none of his; and 
he may reform” himſelf as much as Re can, but he knoweth not yet the 
day of the true reformation. I 3 
Que 6. How are they to walk whom Chriſt has begun to re 
not in that light, in that Spirit, in that covenant, in that grace, wherein 
ahd whereby. he hath in ſame meaſure reformed them? Is it not in the new- 
neſs of the Spirit, and in the newneſs of the law thereof? Here Chriſt walked 
before the Father in all well-pleafing (Lo, I come; 1 delight. to do ti will, 
O'my God; yea, thy law is within my Heart, ſaid he, Pſal. xl. 7. 8.) and here 
all his are alſo to walk, 1 Jobn iu. ö. For indeed there is no pleaſing the 
Father, or Chriſt our Lord and maſter, out of the virtue, life, and newneſs 
, ̃ ͤ ͤwuö og af/acon.o te. ai + 
Nur 7. What was the glory that was to follow the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
ſpoken of, 1 Pet. i. 11? Was it not the glory of his inward retormation in 
e hearts of the children of the new covenant? Doth not Chriſt give of his 
grace in the goſpel? And doth not his grace make a glorious change? Doth 
not he give of his Spirit to his children? And doth not his Spirit change 
from ſin, from ſhame, into holineſs, into true beauty, into the heavenly 
glory, and fo from glory to glory, tranſlating more and more into the 
glory? Doth not Chriſt appear gloriouſly in the hearts of his, and in the 
_ afſemblies of his, who meet together in his name, and wait upon him in 
that which is pure and living of him? And is there not a covering, or de- 
fence of the wing of the Almighty, upon the glory? Ja. iv. 84. 
Query 8. Was not this glory brought forth in the days of the apoſtles? 
Was not great grace then upon them all? I mean ſuch as received and held 
the truth in the love of it). Did they not witneſs the peace which paſſeth 
man's underſtanding? Had they not received the holy and ſpiritual under- 
Nanding from him that is true; and were they not in him that is true? Did 
they not know victory and dominion over fin and death? Did not the little 
babes witneſs pardon of fin, and know him who preſerveth from ſin? Had 
not the young men overcome the wicked-one; and were not the elders 
ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might? Were they not come to 
the ſpiritual Sion, and heavenly Jeruſalem; and did they not walk in the 
light of the lamb, and of the holy city, before God the judge of all? There 
is no man, in theſe our days, can ſo much as conceive the glory of that 
ſtate, but he that hath taſted of a meaſure thereof. „ 
Very 9. Was not this glory eclipſed, and did not a great darkneſs come 
over it, hiding it from the ſons of men, ſo that (for ages and generations) 
they knew not the true Spirit, the true light, the true life, the everlaſting 
covenant, the holy goſpel, the true church, the man-child, Sc. but theſe, 
with many other heaven'y myſteries, have been hid from their eyes. | 
Query 10. What hath got up ſince theſe have been hid? Have not 
the ſhadows of the night took place, and overſpread the Chriſtian ſtate, in- 
ſtead of the light of the day? Hath not antichriit gat up, and a falſe church 
. | 0 — appeared; 


o 
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appeared; that which hath been tender, and begotten of God, ſaibbed, 
bowed down, curbed, and perſecuted, and falſe devotion and worſhip ſet 
Query 11. Muſt not antichriſt be deſtroyed, the falſe church judged, the 
true church come out of the wilderneſs. into which ſhe fled, the man- child 
appear again, conquering and to conquer all which hath riſen up from che 
| ſpirit of darkneſs ſince the firſt rue Jr of the goſpel? And is not 
the goſpel to be preached again to them that dwell on earth; even to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people? Rev. xiv. 6. 
Now who is wiſe to underſtand the appearance of the Lord, and the be- 
ginning of theſe things, which is in a way contrary to man's wiſdom and 
ſo he that will diſcern them, muſt come out from following of the man's 
own ſpirit, nature, and wiſdom in himſelf, into the ſenſe and leadings of 
him who grveth the true eye-ſight. The appearance of the Lord is inward 
and ſpiritual, and he muſt have an inward and ſpiritual eye who diſcerneth 
it. It was faid of old, by mockers and fcoffers, Where is the promiſe of 
his coming? For all things continue as they were from the beginning. The 
ſame ſpirit will fay ſo ſtill; and yet, to that eye which the Lord hath opened, 
he is already come inwardly, ſpiritually, in his. own pure eternal life. and 
power; and the precious effects of his coming are made manifeſt in man 
hearts; bleſſed be his name. Yea, he is further to appear in glory ind puts 
brightneſs ; and ſo we wait further for his appearance, both in our own hearts, 
and in the hearts of the children of men. e have met with our beloved; 
our God, whom we waited for, hath appeared. The Sun of righteouſneſs 
hath ariſen, with healing under his wings, and we have felt virtue and 
healing from him, and cannot but rejoice and teftify of his ſalvation. 
| And what further manifeſtations of himſelf he hath yet to give forth, we 
are ſure to partake of, being formed by him in Spirit, and found in that 
wherein he appears, and from whence his glory ſhines. Oh! that all that 
love the Lord Jefus Chriſt in any meaſure of ſincerity, did know the way of 
the goſpel, which is in the Spirit, light, life, and power, which is eternal, 
even in the grace and truth which is in him! And his kingdom, which is 
| ſpiritual, and not of this world, cannot be ſhaken by this world (nor his 
Mount Sion removed); but is able to ſhake all nations and kingdoms which 
kiſs not the Son, but oppoſe him. Bleſſed are they who are turned ta the. 
light of his Spirit, and who therein kiſs and obey him. 
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Some QureRIEs concerning the Spirit of Cbriſt, or the Spirit of the 
Father (it being one and the fame Spirit for thoſe who take them- 
fetves to be Chriftians { and under the Goſpel Diſpenſation } to confider 
and examine themſelves by, that they may not be dereived, either con- 
cerning their preſent Eſtate here, or the eternal Eſtate of their Souls 


* 


Bereafter; ſeeing the Apoſtle ſo expreſy ſaith, If any Man hath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. vii. TY I 
Query 1. OST thou know the Holy Spirit of the Father? Thou mayeſt 
£5 have read ſomewhat concerning it, and have apprehenſions 
in thy mind about it ; but doſt thou truly know what it is. by its inward ap- 
pearances and operations in thine own heart? 4 . 
Query 2. Haſt thou received God's Holy Spirit into thy heart? Haſt thou 
let in Chriſt's Spirit, when he hath e at the door of thy heart, and 
received him? For he that is a true child, moſt naturally breatheth and 
crieth for the Father's Spirit; and way Father alſo molt naturally giveth his 
Spirit to them that truly and rightly aſk it of him, Luke xi. 13. and chou 
muſt thankfully receive the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, when the Father 
gives him. | 8 r 4 
Query 3. Doth the Spirit of Chriſt dwell in thee? Hath the ſtronger man 
caſt the ſtrong man out of thee, and taken poſſeſſion of thy heart, and doth 
he dwell therein? Then thou mayeſt truly ſay, that thou art built up by 
God an habitation for him in the Spirit. Thea thou art waſhed and cleanſed 
by him from thy filthineſs; and luſts or vain thoughts do not lodge in thee. 
For the Holy Spirit of Chriſt will not dwell where ſuch things loge; bur 
come out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you, and be a father to you, and ye ſhall be my 
ſons and daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty, in whom I will dwell and 
walk, 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16, 17. | Ts” 
Query 4. Doth God's Spirit lead thee into all truth that thou needeſt 
know and walk in? Art thou a true Child, depending upon, and guided 
by, the Spirit of the Father? Canſt thou not ſee thy way, but as he maketh 
it known to thee? Art thou a follower of the ſpotleſs Lamb, in the ſame _ 
Spirit wherein he walked? If it be thus with thee, then art thou a child 
of God indeed. | | 2 
Query 5. Doſt thou live in the Spirit? Doſt thou feel the Spirit of God 
to be a fountain of life, from whence life ſprings up into thee daily? Doſt 
thou witneſs that ſcripture fulfilled in thee, He that believeth on me, as the 
ſcripture hath ſaid, ont of his belly ſball flow rivers of living water? Haſt thou 
received the living water from Chriſt? And is that living water become a 
well of life in thee ? | | 
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Query 6. Doſt thou walk in the Spirit, in the life thereof, in the newneſs 
thereof ſpringing up in thy heart? Doſt thou know the difference between 
walking in the oldneſs of the letter, and in the newneſs of the Spirit? 

Query 7. Didſt thou ever learn of the Father, to know Chriſt? And didſt 
thou ever learn of Chriſt, to know the Father? And hath the Father in- 
deed revealed the Son to thee, and the Son indeed revealed the Father to 


thee? Or art thou yet only in the dead and dry notions, or barren compre- 
henſions about theſe things? | 


Query 8. Doſt thou know how the letter killeth, and how the Spirit 
quickeneth and maketh alive? And art thou made alive by the Spirit, and 
born of the heavenly water and Spirit, and ſo become ſpiritual as the ſcrip- 
ture teſtifieth ? That which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. 
Query q. Art thou come under the miniſtration of the Spirit? Doſt thou 
know what the miniſtration of the Spirit is? Or doſt thou only know what 
the letter ſaith-concerning the miniſtration of the Spirit, but art altogether 
ignorant of the miniſtration itſelf ? | 5 

Query 10. Doſt thou know what the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt 
Jeſus means? Haſt thou ever received this law; the law of the new cove- 
nant; the holy law of life written in thy heart by the finger of God's Spirit? 
For the ſame Spirit that wrote the law of the letter in tables of ſtone, writeth 
the law of the Spirit in the fleſhly tables of the heart. . 

Query 11. Doſt thou not grieve the Holy Spirit, nor quench it, nor deſ- 
pile tlic propheſyings thereof in thine own heart? For Chriſt is a king, a 
prieſt, a prophet , and he miniſters in his ſanctuary, in his temple (which 
the holy renewed heart is), in and by his Spirit. : 
Query 12. Doſt thou know what the anointing is? Art thou anointed 
therewith? And doth thy whole ability lie therein, inſomuch as that 
thou art daily ſenſible thou canſt not do any thing of thyſelf, but {till findeſt 
God working in thee, both to will and to do that which is right in his eyes, of 

his own good pleaſure ? 55 5 
Query 13. Did thy religion begin in the Spirit? In the living miniſtration 
of the new covenant? Did thy knowledge begin ſo; to wit, in feeling God 
opening thy heart by his Spirit, and giving thee the underſtanding whereby 
thou mighteſt know him? Did thy faich begin in his power, and doth it 
ſtand in the ſame power to this day? Oh! that men were ſenſible what 
is the right religion, and of the inward appearance of God's holy arm and 
power, which alone can redeem, and fave the ſoul out of the hands of its 
enemies ? | | 3 

Query 14. Doth thy worſhip ſtand in the Spirit, and inward life of truth 
in thy heart? Art thou ſuch a worſhipper as the Father hath ſought out 
and made ſo? Or art thou a worſhipper of thine own or other mens mak- 
ing? And doſt thou keep within the limits of the living and ſpiritual Wor- 
ip, and not tranſgreſs the law thereof? ol, 
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Ohl who would be miſtaken and deceived about ſuch weighty things as 
theſe, of fo great neceſſity and concern? Who would miſs of God's Spirit, 
and of the law and covenant of life in Chriſt Jeſus, and be only in a dream 

concerning theſe things, without the true, demonſtrative knowledge, poſ- 
ſeſſion, and enjoyment of them? | 


Of the true Way {the Way of Holineſs, the Way of Life), and of 
4 the true Teaching and Knowledge. | : 


HRIST is the way, the only way to the Father; there is not another, 
A i Now every one that will truly know Chriſt, and come to Chriſt, muſt 
learn of the Father. It is written in the prophets, All thy children ſhall be 
taught of the Lord; every one therefore that hath heard and learned of the Fa- 
ther, cometh unto me, ſaid Chriſt. Here are two things neceſſary for every 
one that would come to Chriſt. One is hearing of the Father; the other 
is, learning what he teacheth. For though a man do hear the living voice 
of the Father, yet if he do not learn and keep the inſtruction of life re- 
ceived from him, he may be drawn aſide before he come to the Son. But 
he whoſe ears are opened to hear the voice, and who feels the inſtruction of 
life from the Father, to go to him in whom he hath placed life; here the 
Spirit of the Father ſecretly draws in the inwards of a man's mind and 
ſpirit, from that which is really dead, to that which is truly living. 

Now, when a man is come to the Son, in whom the Father hath placed 
the*fullneſs of life, then he ſhall witneſs him the way to the Father, and 
he will teach him daily of the Father. And here is the ſtate of true ſub- 
jection to the Son experienced, whom the ſoul muſt hear (and of whom he is 


to learn) in all things; who diſcovers the inward darkneſs in man's mind, 


and breaks down that in him which is contrary to God, having a daily croſs 


ready for that which is to be crucified in him, whereby he ſhall die daily to 


* 


himſelf. And as he dies to himſelf, Chriſt will reveal himſelf more and 


more in him, and he ſhall feel the pure ſeed of life ſpringing more and 
more up in him, and living in him, and he in it; in and through which 
he ſhall come more and more into union and fellowſhip with the Father of 
ſpirits, and the whole. living body of his church and people. X 

But now, to learn of the Father to come to the Son, and to learn of the 
Son to know the Father, and to walk in the newneſs of ſpirit before him 


(and not in an old dead knowledge and fleſhly underſtanding), theſe are 
great myſteries, which none can learn by a literal conception and compre- 


nenſion of things, but as they are quickened, and their minds and under- 
ſtandings opened and kept open by the Lord. Therefore this is the great 
ful and true wiſdom, to know the Shepherd and his voice; and his man- 
per of appearing, and to what he appears z which is to his own ſheep, ” 

| | | the 
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the true birth, And his way and manner of appearing to that birth, is by 
viliting and reaching to it by his power opening it, thereby giving it to 
ſee, hear, and underſtand; but ſhutting up himſelf from the contrary na- 
ture, wiſdom, and ſpirit in all nen. | =O 

There is ſomewhat which maketh a fair ſhew in the fleſhly part, as if it 
were of God; but God knoweth what and who are his. Now it is for the 
true children, that the milk of the word, and the bread of life is; and 
them the Lord is ſtill gracious to, and heareth all the deſires and breathe- 
ings of their hearts; them he preſerveth and viſiteth in Egypt, and alſo 
bringeth out thence. Them he leadeth through the wilderneſs, dividing 
the Red-Sea before them; before them alſo he divideth Jordan (the river 
of judgment), cauſing them to paſs through it alſo, that they may enter 
into the Holy Land. _ And their lot he defendeth in the Holy Land, in their 
ſubjection to the Spirit and law of life which rules there. But the contrary 
birth falleth ſhort by the way, and cannot enter into, nor abide in, that 
which is pure and living of God. | 

Now in the lowly ſeed the whole myſtery of life is learned, by thoſe that 
come thither, and wait there, growing up into him who is the head; but 
no leſſon of life, and of the truth as it is in Jeſus, is learned out of it. 
Oh! how careful had men need be to know this ſeed in themſelves, and to 
witneſs its daily ſpringing up and growth in them. 3 | 


> 4 
Concerning Separation from the Spirit and Ways of the World. 
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| H ERE is a _—_— of ſeparation from the ſpirit, ways, and wor- 

| ſhips of the world, by thoſe that will be the Lord's people. The 
Jews outward were to be a ſeparated people from all other people (from 
their gods, from their worſhips) if they would enjoy the favour of the 
Lord, and the bleſſings of the good land. God had ſeparated them from 
all other nations, and they were not to mingle with them ; neither in their 
worſhip, nor marriages, Sc. So the Jews inward, who are God's gathering 
of ſpiritual worſhippers, out of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, 
are to be a ſeparated. and holy people to the Lord. For when God caſt off 
the Jews, he ſought out worſhippers in their ſtead, even for a ſpiritual na- 
tion and holy people of inward Jews, inſtead of that outward people, out- 
ward place of worſhip, and outward land, which he caſt off. Now thoſe 
whom God ſeeks to be the new, inward, and ſpiritual worſhippers (inſtead 
of the literal and outward) muſt come out of all other ways and gather- 
ings, upon the many mountains, to the mountain of the Lord's houſe, 
and to the place of his gathering : the command is expreſs, Come out from 
among them, and be ye feparate ; ond. 777 not the unclean thing, and 1 will 

* 
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receive you, &c. 2 Cor. vi. It is true, I ſeek you for worſhippers, and N. 
call you to the goſpel-feaſt of fat things, and I will receive you if ome; 
but ye mult firſt come out from among all the falſe ways and falſe worſhip- 
pers, and depart from (and not fo much as touch) that which is unelean 
(the unclean 335 his unclean ways and worſhippers) and then I will re- 
ceive you, and own you as my ſons and daughters, and be a Father to you; 
not elſe. Mark now; The Jews outward (im their day) muſt be ſeparate 
from all the Heathen outward, if they would be judged and owned by God 
for true worſhippers according to the law. The primaive Chriſtians were to 
eparate from both Heathen and Jews too (even their temple, prieſts, and 
ordinances, which were once of God) if they would be worſhippers, true 
worſhippers under the goſpel, worſhippers of God's ſegking, And the 
_ Chriſtians, after the antichriſtian corruption and datkneſs, muſt Tome out 
of Babylon; that is, out of all forms of religion, and buildings out of the 
life and power (for that is Babylon, the city of conpfuſion, Which is built, 
itands out of, and practiſeth out of, the order and vnit r the Spirit), ff 
they will be found worſhippers in the day of reſtoration; after the long 
darkneſs of the apoſtaſy, they muſt not worſhip the beaſt (nor worſhip 
God, as the beaſt teachetli and requireth; for in ſo worſhipping, God is 
not worſhipped, but the beaſt) nor bear his name, nor receive his mark, 
either on their forehead or right hand, nor be of the number of his name. 
Now the command 1s as expreis to come out of Babylon; that is, to ſepa- 
rate from all antichriſtian ways and worſhips; as ever it was to ſeparate 
from the Heathen and Jews; and there is no being a true worſhipper 
in God's ſight, but in the true way of ſeparation from all falſe worſhippers, 
who worthip in forms and appearances of godlineſs, out of the life and 
power. | | | * T 
b Now, oh ! how precious it is to feel God's ſeeking, God's gathering, God's 
ſeparating, God's teaching, leading, drawing into the truth, and rrue way 
of worſhip! For there are ſelf- ſeparations, which are out of the true Spirit, 
life and power. Vea, God may begin the ſeparation, and another wil- 
dom may ſtep in, and carry it on, out of the limits of the ſweet, innocent 
Spirit, life and power. Oh! blefſed is he who is ſeparated by the Lord 
from all that is not of him! But he that is but ſenſual, and hath not the 
Spirit, but only by a literal knowledge ſeparateth himſelf, he differeth from 
others but in the outward form and appearance of godlineſs; but is one in 
nature and ground with thoſe whom he ſeparateth from. Thus the Papiſts, 
and all pretended Chriſtians (of the ſame ſpirit) who feel not the true 
Spirit, power, and life, are but one in the ground, how great ſoever cheir 
difference outwardly ſeem. And thoſe that ſeparate further and further 
—_ to the utmoſt extent outwardly, or in way of appearance) being not 
eparated by the Lord from that nature and ſpirit wherein the enmity 
lodgeth, they are ſtill inhabitants of one and the ſame city (for * w_ of 
h | | abylon 
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Babylon is very large) and daughters of one and the ſame mother, even of 
the wiſdom which is from beneath; which wiſdom, in its higheſt exaltation, 
is far beneath the nature and true excel of the pure and heavenly wiſ- 
dom, even in its loweſt and moſt coi::-:p ible appearance. Oh! bleſſed 
is the religion, the worſhip, the ſeparacion, the fear of the Moſt High God, 
the faith, the knowledge, which begins in the Spirit and power (even in 
the evidence and demonſtration of God's own Spirit), and which ſtands and 
abides therein! For herein are the children of light diſtinguiſhed, and kept 
diſtin& (by God Almighty, who hath made the difference) from all the chil- 
dren of darkneſs. " 
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They alſo that erred in gie, ſhall know * and the 
murmured fhall learn dofrine. Is A. XXiX. 24. Bleſſed 7 K 
LoRD, it is ſo. This Prophecy is ſenſibly and _——- 
fulfilled, and * * more and more. 


. 


HRIST, who came from the” Father, and knew the way of truth 
4 and life cverlaſting, and was to guide men to the Father, being the 
only way unto him, preached the kingdom, and bid men ſeek the kingdom; 
teaching and inſtructing them in many parables concerning it, and direct- 
ing them where and how {© find it. | 


The apoſtles likew'iſe (who ſucceeded Chriſt in the ſame Spirit and power 
wherein he miniſtered} preached the ſame kingdom, declaring and deſcrib- 
ing what it was, and wherein it conſiſted ; namely, not in word, but in 
power (even in the power which ſhakes all that is to be ſhaken, but cannot 
be ſhaken itſelf, nor the kingdom which is in it, 1 Cor. iii. 20. and Heb. xii. 
28.) Nor was the kingdom of God meat and drink (or any outward thing); 

but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17. 

And they preached not in vain; for the life was inwardly revealed in 
many, the power inwardly revealed, and the righteouſneſs, peace, and joy 
thereof felt. For fuch as truly believed and obeyed the goſpel, received the 
kingdom which could never be ſhaken, and had an entrance miniſtered to 
them thereinto, according to their diligence and carefulneſs in the truth. 

Now afterwards a great darkneſs came over, and this glorious kingdom 
was again veiied, and the kingdom of darkneſs and deceit overſpread the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity; and in this time notions and outward knowledges 
took with men, inſtead of the life and truth itſelf, wherein the kingdom 
and power, ſtands. | e „ 

But, bleſſed be the Lord, the light of life again ſhines out of and over the 
darkneſs, and the kingdom is again received, and the entrance into it again 
known; and from what is ſeen and heard (and in meaſure enjoyed and 
poſſeſſed) is a faithful teſtimony given forth. And bleſſed are they who 
hear the joyful ſound; for it is no leſs than the ſound of life itſelf, the 
power itſelf, the goſpel itſelf, the Spirit himſelf, manifeſting himſelf in, and 
peaking through, veſſels according to his pleaſure. 


Now 


PREFACE. | dy 
Now they that receive this light, which is teſtified of, and witneſſed to, 
receive Chriſt ; but they that deſpiſe and reject it, reject him; as will be 
made manifeſt in the day of the Lord: whatever men, in their wiſdom and 
comprehenſions, judge to the contrary, who know not, nor are able to 
judge of the appearances of the Lord, or of the glory of this diſpenſa- 
tion, ; | 
For this diſpenſation is indeed moſt precious, — and living, bein 
a diſpenſation of the ſeed and power of life itſelf, whereby God tranſlatet 
out of darkneſs, and the regions thereof, into the kingdom of his dear 
Son, and into his glorious image. Which, reader, not that thou mayeſt 
have only notions concerning, but mayeſt really come to partake of, is the 
end of my giving forth theſe things following; which . ſweetly, freſhly, liv- 
ingly, and powerfully ſprang up in my heart for thy ſake, and are in great 


love preſented to thy view, 


By a ſufferer for the truth which' lives in him, 
and in which he lives, through the tender 
mercy of the Lord, and to the glory of 

the riches of his grace, 


ISAAC PENINGTON. 
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1 
Concerning God's Teachings. 


It is written in the prophets (ſaid Chriſt) they ſhall be all taught of God. Every 
one therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me, John vi. 45. Vor the prophets indeed had ſaid, All thy children ſhall be 
taught of the Lord, and they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of them to the 
greateſt of them. ; 


OW whoſe children are they which ſhall all be taught of the Lord ? 
And which are they which ſhall all know the Lord by the teach- 
ings of his Spirit, from the leaſt to the greateſt ? Are they not the children - 
of the free woman, the children of the Jeruſalem which is from above, 
which is the mother of all that are truly living? Now all her children the 
Father of life begets, and taketh care to teach them the true, pure, hea- 
venly, living knowledge; ſo that they indeed know the Lord, being taught 
by the anointing ſo to do; and they indeed know Chriſt, the Father reveal- 
ing him to them : for none knows the Father but the Son, and none knows 
the Son but the Father, and he to whom the Father reveals him. Fleſb and 
blood bath not revealed it to thee, but my Father which is in heaven (ſaid Chriſt 
to Peter, Matt. xvi. 17.) And it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in me, 
ſaid Paul, Gal. i. 15, 16. And how did Paul preach Chriſt among the Gen- 
tiles ? Did he not preach him as a myſtery hid from ages and generations, 
which none but the Father could reveal and make manifeſt ? And gu 

| e 
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e is known and made manifeſt, is he not known within, revealed within. 
made manifeſt within? Cal. i. 26, 27. and 1 Jabn i. 2. Mark: The life was 
manifeſted. Thus they came to know Chriſt ; and if they would bring others 
to the knowledge of Chriſt, they muſt bring others to che manifeſtation-of. 
the ſame life, and ſhew unto them that eternal life which was with the Fa- 
ther, and was manifeſted unto them, ver. 2. Now that they might do thus, 
they were to preach the light to them (even this meſſage, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkneſs at all, ver. f.) and to turn them to the light 
(Ads xxvi. 18.) in which alone men can ſee and receive the life which is 
eternal. Men may know or comprehend many things concerning the 
Meſſiah from the letter; but they can only know the Meſſiah himſelf in the 
light which ſhines into their hearts, and which he ſent his apoſtles to direct 
and turn their minds to. For they directed them to the Word within, light 
within, life within, Spirit within; to feel after the manifeſtation of God 
within, which was communicated to the very Gentiles, Rom. i. 17. And fa 
Paul directed the Gentiles to-feek after and find God nigh, and not afar off, 
A8s xvii. 27. Oh! this is precious to find and feel God near, Chriſt near; 
in his light to ſee light; in his life to feel and enjoy life! For here (in the 
place of darkneſs, in the place of fin and death, in the place where dra- 
gons lay, 1/a. xxxv, 7.) is the redeeming power to be felt, and the deliver- 
ance of the ſoul experienced by thoſe that truly believe. 5 BE tx? £1 
The Scribes and Phariſees had a knowledge that the Meſſiah was to come; 
but how came they by it? Why they had read ſo in the letter of the ſcrip- 
tures. The profeſſors of this age have a knowledge that Chriſt is come; 
how came they by that? Why they have read ſo in the writings of the 
evangeliſts and apoſtles. But who hath believed the report of life now, 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord (which is now ſtretched forth) re- 
vealed ? Who hath heard and learned of the Father to know the Son, and 
ſo to come to him, even from the inward revelation of his Spirit, and from 
the inward living knowledge which is thereby? Every one therefore (ſaith 
Chriſt) every one of theſe children, every one that is taught of God (be- 
cauſe of what they have heard and learned of the Father) cometh to the 
Son. Now every one that is thus drawn, and tlrus cometh, Chriſt receiveth, 
and giveth to all ſuch eternal life; and they know him who giveth them 
eternal life, and who preſerveth and maintaineth life in them. Others have 
but a notional knowledge of him; but do not indeed know him that is 


true, nor are in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 


— 


very God and life eternal, 1 John v. 20. | 
And ſo they that are taught of God, learn of him to repent from dead 
works, and do repent them thereof; whereas others, through hardneſs of 
heart, do not ſo much as diſcern which are dead works, which not, in 
matters of worſhip. Others do not know the true difference between that 
which is dead and that which is living; but death (unknown to them) lives 
and reigns in their very ——— and apprehenſions of things; _ in 
1 2 eir 
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theit faith, in their duties, yea, in all they believe and perform to God. 

For as Paul was alive without the law once, even when he walked according 

>; to the letter of the law blameleſs; fo all forts are now dead, in the midi 

| - of all their knowledges and practices from the letter (how much alive ſoever 
they may ſeem to themſelves therein) till they come to the miniſtration of 
the Spirit. For the letter killeth; but the Spirit quickeneth, or giveth life, 
2 Cor. iii. 6. and ver. 3. This therefore is the work of a true miniſter, to beget 
into the Spirit, and into the life; but ah! how little do men know what dead 
works are, and what it is truly to witneſs repentance from them] Men 

out of God's Spirit, light, and power, are ſo far from repenting for them, 
that they do not ſo much as rightly diftinguiſh and diſcern them; but take 
that for living which is dead; kindling a fire of themſelves, and compaſſing 
themſelves about with ſparks, thinking the warmth thereof to be the true 
warmth. Now if men are not come to the true repentance from dead 
works, much leſs are they come to the true faith towards God; and fo are 
yet in their ſins, yet out of Chriſt, having never learned of the Father to 
come to him; and ſo are ſtill in Egypt's ſpirit, in Egypt's wiſdom, and in 
that hold their religion : and whenever God appears in his Spirit and power, 
he will not be that to them which they expect ; but a dreadful ſtroke from 
him will come upon all their ways and worſhips, which are as abominable 
to God as they are pleaſing to them. But alas! to what end are words to 
that ear, to that ſpirit, which 1s like the deaf adder, which will not hearken 
to the voice of the charmer, charm he ever ſo wiſely ! Could the letter- 
learned Scribes and Phariſees hear the voice of Chriſt in the days of his 
fleſh? Nay; they could not, in that gain-ſaying ſpirit. Can the letter- 
learned profeſſors, in the ſame ſpirit, hear the voice of Chriſt's Spirit now? 
Nay ; they cannot. And they that cannot hear the voice of the ſeconu 
Adam, the voice of the quickening Spirit, the voice of him who gives life 
to the ſoul, how can they live? And if they firſt receive not life - from 
Chriſt, how can they perform any living action to God? How. can they 
worſhip in the Spirit and in the living truth, who are not gathered into 
the Spirit and into the living truth? Oh! that men could confider aright f 
of theſe things, and wait on the Lord for the true underſtanding of them 
For without the true knowledge of God and Chriſt (without that know- 
ledge which is life eternal) men muſt needs periſh. It cannot be other- 
wiſe ; for the true knowledge only faves, and therefore they which have it 


not muſt needs periſh. 
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Au the ile pal wait for bis low, Isi. xl. . 


HA is that law which the iſles were and are to wait for? Is it hot. 
the grace and truth which comes by Jeſus Chriſt, 'even the grace 

in the inward parts, the truth in the inward parts? The. law outward was 
given by Moſes to the outward. Jews; but grace and truth comes by Jeſus 
Chriſt. That is the law of the Jew inward, which the iſles of the Gentiles: 


were to wait for. | 8 | MOI TS; ep 
The apoſtle holdeth forth Chriſt to be the ſoul's maſter (he is the Shep- 
herd, Lord, King, and Biſhop of the foul), to whom every one _ mult 
give an account. Now what muſt men give an account to him of? Is it 

not of the grace and truth which comes by him? If any man hath received 
that, obeyed that, believing the ſound, report, and voice of that, and ſo 
loved and followed it, will it not be ſaid unto him, Well done, good and 
faithful ſervant ? But if wt one hath neglected and deſpiſed the grace 
( (not improving the talent, but improving his own natural abilities, while 
God's talent lay wrapped up in a napkin, and hid in the earth) will not that 
perſon be judged a flothful ſervant as to improving the talent, whatever 
he hath been as to improving his own natural parts and abilities? 

Now mind: If Chriſt be an inward, a ſpiritual maſter, what is his law 
Hut the inward teachings of his Spirit? A prophet ſhall the Lord your 
God raiſe up unto you like unto me, him ſhall ye hear in all things; and 
he. that will not hear him, how ſecure and confident ſoever he may ſeem 
to himſelf of his ſtate at preſent; yet It ſhall come to paſs that he ſhall be 
cut off and deſtroyed from among God's people. Are not the words, the 
voice,. the motions, the leadings, the drawings, the commands of his Spirit, 
the law to all that are ſpirituat? Doth he not ſay to one, Go, and he goeth; 
and to another, Come, and he cometh; to another, Do this, and he doth 
it? Here is the glory of che great Lord and King, and of the great High- 
prieſt, over the houſhold of God, in that he giveth forth precepts ac- 
cording to his holy will and pleaſure; and all his ſheep know his voice, and 
follow him; and all his children and ſervants obſerve and obey him. 

If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit, ſaid the holy apoſtle. 
Here, are the limits of the children of the new covenant ; here is the law of 
life (the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus), the law of the new covenant, 
written in the heart, which none can read but with the new eye. The 
children of the fleſh may read the letter, and comprehend concerning the 

letter, and gather rules and obſervaticns out of the letter; but the chil- 
dren of the new covenant alone can read the law of life in the heart. And 


this 


n 
% * . * 
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this law is the path of life, the path of all that are renewed by God's Spirit, 


"which the Jew inward is to read diligently, and to have his delight therein, 
and to meditate thereon day and night. And this:law is light, true light, 


pure light, ſpiritual light, yea, the light which is eternal, and never varies; 
and the commandment which comes therefrom is a lamp, which they that 
receive know it to be no leſs than life everlaſting ; for indeed the com- 
mandments of Chriſt's Spirit are felt to be ſo. Now; this commandment, 
this law, this light, ſhines: in the darkneſs at firſt W out of 


the darkneſs more and more (as it is believed, received, obeyed, and walked 


in) unto the perfect day; ſee Prov. iv. 18, 19. | „ 
Qusſt. But how may I wait for, come to know, and receive this law ? 
I am not of the ſtock of the Jews natural, but of the iſles of the Gentiles ; 
how may I meet with and receive the law of lite from Chriſt, or the grace 
and truth which comes by him ? a 


Anſw, The way of receiving it, is to mind that which enlightens and 
rene ws the mind, drawing it out of the nature and ſpirit of this world, and 


out of the ways, worſhips, knowledge, and cuſtoms thereof, into that which 


ſeaſons it otherwiſe, and opens it another way. Now here the grace is 


met with, here the truth is met with, here the Spirit of life is met with; 


here the inward change is felt, and the new law written in the heart and 


ſpirit. And here the mind comes to prove and know what is that good, 
that acceptable and perfect will of God: for God is the teacher in the new 
covenant, and his teachings are here, even in that which he renews. He 


* 


gathereth into his Spirit, and he teacheth thoſe that abide in his Spirit, and 


get] unto them eternal life, eternal virtue, eternal nouriſhment, in and 
rom his Spirit. But they that may be great ſearchers into the letter, and 
comprehenders from the letter, and practiſers according to their apprehen- 


ſions of the letter (not being gathered into nor reading in the Spirit) they 
miſs of eternal life, and of the redeeming arm and power, and are not 
ſaved from ſin by the blood of Chriſt; but are yet in tranſgreſſion, dark- 


neſs, and death, even until now. The Lord, who knoweth all things, make. 
manifeſt their eſtates and conditions unto them, that they periſh not for ever; 
but may learn of the Father to know the Son, and of the Son to know the 
Father, and come to witneſs true life manifeſted in their own hearts, that 
they may have fellowſhip with the Father and Son therein. For he that 1s 
not turned from darknefs unto light (from the darkneſs within in his own 
heart, unto the light which God cauſeth to ſhine there) doth not yet know 
Chriſt livingly and ſavingly; but is only in the notions and comprehenſions 
concerning him, which cannot ſave. For it is the life and power of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, inwardly revealed againſt the power of ſin and death, 
which 1s alone able to ſave therefrom. : | | 


Now conſider with yourſelves, (all who would not be deceived in this | 


matter) have ye known this law? Have ye received it in meaſure, and do 


ye wait to know and receive it daily more and more? Then are ye Chriſtians 
| | indeed, 
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indeed, and of the houſe of Jacob, which walk in the light of the Lord, 
. and .in the- light of the holy * whoſe light the Lamb is. But without 

this law, without this light, without the inward writing of God's Spirit in 
your hearts, ye cannot be inward Jews, nor children of the new covenant. 

Theſe are weighty things, and to be conſidered weightily, and weighed - 
in the balance of the ſanctuary. Oh! wait to know what it is to go into 
the ſanctuary, and to weigh things there in the balance thereof, which ex- 
actly and infallibly weigheth and determineth whatever is brought thither ! 
For of a truth ye cannot underſtand any ſcripture aright which treateth of 
any ſpiritual and heavenly myſtery, but as ye are taught of God, to bring 
it unto the balance of the ſanctuary, and to weigh it there; where all your 
own apprehenſions, meanings, and conceptions will fall, and the mind and 
intent of God's Spirit be alone owned and juſtified. Ah! what a vaſt dif- 
ference there is between weighing mens apprehenſions and conceivings upon 
ſcriptures in the balance of their own underſtandings, and weighing them in 
the true balance! In the former are all the erring judgments; but in the 
latter is the true, unerring judgment of God's own Spirit, in the light which 
is eternal; which judgment will ſtand for ever. 
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5 III. 1 


A brief Relation concerning myſelf, in reference to what has befallen 
me in my Purſuit after Truth. 


Was acquainted with a ſpring of life from my childhood, which en- 
I lightened me in my tender years, and pointed my heart towards the 
Lord, begetting true ſenſe in me, and faith, and hope, and love, and hu- 
mility, and i, Go Sc. ſo that indeed I was a wonder to ſome that knew 
me, becauſe of -the ſavour and life of religion which dwelt in my heart, 
and appeared in my converſation. 17 | 

But I never durſt truſt the ſpring of my life, and the ſpringings up of life 
therefrom ;. but, in reading the ſcriptures, gathered what knowledge I could 
therefrom, and ſet this over the ſpring and ſpringings of life in me, and 
indeed judged that I ought ſo to do. Rs | 

Notwithſtanding which, the Lord was very tender and .merciful to me, 
helping me to pray, and helping me to underſtand the ſcriptures, and 
opening and warming my heart every day. . 
And truly my ſoul was very near the Lord, and my heart was made and 
preſerved very low and humble before him, and very ſenſible of his rich 
love and mercy to me in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; as I did daily from my 
heart cry grace, grace, unto him, in every thing my ſoul received and 
partook of from him. 3 | | e | 

Indeed I did not look to have been ſo broken, ſhattered, and diſtreſſed, 
as I afterwards was, and could by no means underſtand the meaning * 


of, my heart truly and earneſtly deſiring after the Lord and hot having the 
ſenſe of any guilt upon me. Divers came to ſee me, ſome to enquire. into, 
and conſider of, my condition; others to bewail it, and (if poſſible) ad- 
miaiſter ſome relief, help, and comfort to me; and divers were the judg- 
ments they had concerning me. Some would ſay it was deep melancholy; 
others would narrowly ſearch, and enquire howz and in what manner; and 
in what way L had walked; and were jealous that I had ſinned againſt the 
Lord, and provoked him ſome way or other, and that ſome iniquity lay as 
a load upon me: but, after thorough converſe with me, they would ſtill ex- 
preſs that they were of another mind; · and that the hand of the Lord was in 
it, and it was an eminent caſe, and would end in good to my foul; © | 
At chat time, when I was broken and daſhed to pieces in my religion, I 
was in a congregational way; but ſoon after parted with them, yet in great 
love, relating to them how the hand of the Lord was upon me, and how L 
was: ſmitten in the inward part of my religion, and could not now hold up 
an outward form of that which I inwardly wanted, having loſt my God, my 
Chriſt, my faith, my knowledge, my life, my all. And ſo we parted 
very lovingly, I wiſhing them well, even the preſence of that God whom I 
wanted; promiſing to return to them again, if ever I met with that which 
my ſoul wanted, and had clearneſs in the Lord ſo to do. 7 | 
After I was parted from them, I never joined to any way or N but 
lay mourning day and night, pleading with the Lord why he had forſaken 
me, and why I ſhould be made fo miſerable through my love to him, and 
ſincere deſires after him. For truly I can ſay, I had not been capable of ſo 
much miſery as my ſoul lay in for many years, had not my love been ſo 
deep and true towards the Lord my God, and my deſires ſo great after the 
ſenſible enjoyment of his Spirit, according to the promiſe and way of the goſ- 
pel. Yet this I can alſo . in uprightneſs of heart, It was not gifts I de- 
fired to appear and ſhine before men in; but grace and holineſs, and the 
Spirit of the Lord dyelling in me, to act my heart by his grace, and to 
preſerye me in holineſs. LD 8 ; 8 
Now indeed the Lord at length had compaſſion on me, and viſited me; 

though in a time and way wherein I expected him not: nor was I willing (as 
to the natural part) to have that the way which God ſhewed me to be the 
way ; but the Lord opened my eye, and that which I know to be of him in 
me cloſed with it, and owned it; and the pure ſeed was raiſed by his power, 
and my heart taught to know and own the ſeed, and to bow and wor- 
ſhip before the Lord in the pure power, which was then in my heart. So 
that of a truth I ſenſibly knew and felt my Saviour, and was taught by him 
to take up the croſs, 'and to deny that underſtanding, knowledge, and wiſ- 
dom, which had fo long ſtood in my way; and then I learned that leſſon 
(being really taught it of the Lord) what it is indeed to become a fool far 
Chriſt's ſake. I cannot ſay but I had learned ſomewhat of it formerly; but 
never knew how to keep to what I had learned till that day. PIP 
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And then God ſhewed me (by degrees, as he nurtured me up in the 
heavenly ſenſe and experience of his Spirit) the workings of the good in 
me, and the workings of the ſubtilty; and how himſelf had, in time paſt, 
taught me to pray, and to underſtand the ſcriptures, and to believe in his 
Son, and know ſome things aright; but withal, how a knowledge and un- 
derſtanding of another nature had crept, in, and gained ground upon me 
(which indeed I knew not how to diſtinguiſh thoroughly from the other, 
and watch againſt), and fo the truth came not to live in me, nor I to live 

in that, according to the utmoſt deſire and travail of my foul. | ; 
But now of a truth, by this bleſſed viſitation of the everlaſting goſpel, 
the Lord hath at length brought me back to the ſame ſpring I was ac- 
quainted with at firſt, and joined my heart in true ſenſe and underſtanding 
to it; ſo that the life that I live is by the ſpringing up of life in me; and 
I know the Lord my God, by being daily taught by him ſo to do; and I 
love him, by feeling my heart circumciſed and conſtrained through the new 
nature thereunto. And truly it is natural to the good feed in me, and 
to my foul in and through the ſame, to truſt my Father, and to ſuffer any 
thing that he requires of me, who freely giveth me both to do and to ſuf- 
ter: for indeed I live not of myſelf, but by a continual gift and quickening 
of life in my heart. ak: . eee | 
And oh ! that others alſo could come to hear the teſtimony of truth and 
life from God's Holy Spirit, and be turned thereby to the pure principle 
and Spirit of life ſelf (which many formerly had a true taſte of, but are 
now turned aſide to another nature and ſpirit, though they themſelves know 
it not), that they might witneſs the goſpel- power, and know the ſpiritual 
and heavenly Jeruſalem, and ſuck at her breaſts, and be dandled on her 
knee, who is the mother and bringer-up of all that are truly living. 


A Queſtion about preaching the everlaſting Goſpel anſwered. 


Queſt, OW is the everlaſting goſpel (wherein Chriſt is truly made 
known, and ſalvation really witneſſed in the hearts of thoſe that 
receive it) preached at this day? How hath the Lord appointed it to be 
preached, and how is it preached, and how may men come to hear it, that 
their ſouls may hve? Are not they bleſſed that hear the joyful found: - 
thereof ? Are not they wretched and miſerable, and blind and naked, who 
miſtake and miſs concerning that ſound of it, which it pleaſeth the Spirit of 
the Lord to give forth in this day? MO ns r 4 
It is wonderful to conſider how the truth, the goſpel, the life, the 
power which faves, is one and the ſame in all ages and generations, and 


yet ſtill hid from the wiſe, prudent, profeſſing eye, in every age and ge- 
neration, 
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laid to the root of the corrupt tree, and hath 


Now let me ſpeak a few words to this thing; not only from what I 
have felt in my heart, but have alfo read in the ſcriptures. of truth. 
Anſam. The goſpel, after the apoſtaſy, is thus to be preached : Fear God, 
and give glory to him; for the hour. of bi judgment is come: and worſhip bim 
that made beaven and eartb, &c. Rev. xiv. 6, 7. He that knoweth the 
reacher that preacheth this; he that hath heard this preached in his own 
eart; he that hath met with that fear which God's Spirit teacheth, and 
giveth; he that hath known the hour of God's judgment, and had the axe 
— taught by the Son to 

worſhip the Father in Spirit and Truth; he hath without doubt met with 
the golpe], the everlaſting goſpel: and if God require of ſuch an one, and 
aſſiſt him by his Spirit and power to preach this to others, he is a preacher 
of the everlaſting goſpel, and an able miniſter of the New Teſtament, not 
of the letter, but of the Spirit. But all ſhould take heed of preaching 


their own. formings and conceivings upon the letter (as too many do in this 


day, who reproach, revile, and perſecute the life and power), for that falls 
Mort of true preaching the letter. with en oat cat 

Ohl that theſe things were weighty upon mens ſpirits, that they might 
learn aright to ſearch and underſtand the ſcriptures, and know how the Fa- 
ther hath revealed the Son in this day, and how to come to him, to receive 
life from: him ! For many (who ſeem knowing) through. ignorance, miſtake 


in this matter, and ſo run on in their own wills, wiſdoms, and comprehen- 


ſion of things, and miſs of the drawings of the Father, and ſo come not 


aright to the Son; but only according to what they themſelves imagine and 


apprehend from what they have gathered and conceived upon the ſcrip- 
TUres.. : | : 5 

God, who commanded light to ſhine in this outward world, hath judged 
it neceſſary to cauſe the light of his Spirit to ſhine inwardly in mens hearts , 


and this = the knowledge of the ſcriptures, and the true ſenſe and diſ- 


cerning of inward and ſpiritual things; yea, here the Son is known, and 
his blood felt cleanſing; which the ſcriptures without-do not make manifeſt; 
but this the ſcriptures are a clear and faithful record of, and teſtimony to. 
Men had need take heed how they read, and how they underſtand, the 
ſcriptures (in what light, in what ſpirit), for it is eaſy erring; but without 
the preſence and guidance of God herein, men cannot walk ſafely. And 
truly it is great preſumption in any man to read the ſcriptures boldly, with- 
out fear and reverence to him who is the author of them; or to put any 
of his meanings and conceivings upon God's words; which it is hard for 
him to forbear doing, who readeth them in the liberty of his own ſpirit, 
out of the light of God's Spirit, which is the limit and yoke of the true 
readers and underſtanders of the ſcriptures. | 
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1 ſaid, in the time of the prophets, under the miniſtration of the 
law, that 2be prieſt's lips ſbould keep (knowledge, and they (that is, the out- 
ward Ifrael, Ifrael after the fleſh) ſbauld ſeek the law. at his mouth ; fur bie ix 
the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, Mal. i. 7. And doth not Chriſt, our High- 
prieſt; and the Apoſtle of our profeſſion, keep all the people's knowledge ? And 
are they not all to ſeek the law of life, the law of the new covenant, at his 
mouth? Is not he the meſſenger of the covenant, who brings tidings of the 
covenant of life and peace; and muſt not the foul that will live hear him? 
La. lv. 1, 2, 3. Is not he the ſealed and Sent-One of the Father, to open 
the blind eye, and to bring the priſoner out of the pit? Is not he the Sher 
herd of the ſpiritual flock ? And are not ſuch as are called out of the world 
(and ſanctified by him) his ſheep? And are not all his ſheep to hear his 
voice, and follow him? Is not he the prophet, like Moſes, appointed by 
God, for all the ſpiritual Iſrael to hear in all things? (Is not his Spirit to 
teach and lead into all truth? Can any elſe lead into truth; or can any 
come into truth unleſs they be led ?) And they that will not hear the 2 5 
gn | Uuu 2 0 
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of his Spirit in theſe latter days (ſeeing God, in theſe laſt days, ſpeaketh by 
his Son, and faith to all the true diſciples and followers of the Lamb, Hear 


ye him); are they not to be cut off from che comforts of his Spirit, 


from the pure refreſhments of his Spirit, from the life of his Spirit, an 
from the living Iſrael, and ſo to be numbered among the dead and unre- 
deemed ? 1 | | % a ies nern Um W347 WH} . 
Chriſt faith, I am the way, the trutb, and the life. It is he alone tl is 
the living way, which leads to the Father. Now how is Chriſt the wiy.to 
the Father ? (1k is. he the truth? How is he the life? Is he fo by aug 
literal and outward knowledge of bim; or by the inward, fpiritua}, and 


hving knowledge of him? They that Know his Spirit, know the way; and 
they that walk in his Spirit, walk in the way. "This js mot certain they 

that walk not in the oldneſs of the letter, but in the 'newneſs and life of th 

Spirit, they walk in the new and living way. How is the letter old; and 
how is the Spirit new? How is Chriſt known after the fleſh, and ſo to be 
known no more? And how is he known after the Spirit, and fo to be Known 
for ever? Man is but fleſh, and his eg and underſtanding of things 

of his own fetching from the literal relation and deſcriptions of them, is 
but the knowledge of the fleſhly part; but there is a new eye, a new un- 
derſtanding, a new heart and mind, to which the Father reveals him; and 
that ae which the new- birth receives of the Father, that is ſpiritual, 
true, pure, heavenly, living knowledge: And fo the children of the king- 


dom are to dwell in that light wherein the Father reveals the things of 
the kingdom; and this differenceth them from all the literal knowers of the 
things of God upon the face of the earth. Now this is it which fatisfieth 
my heart concerning my knowledge'of the things of God, even that I have 
ſo learned to know Chriſt, and to believe in him (and to repent from dead 
works, and to obey him, and ſuffer for him) as I could never have learned, 
unleſs the Father himſelf had ga 7 me. And now ſeeing and partaking 
of the difference, I cannot but teſtify againſt. all dead teachings, unto the 
Spirit's teaching, which is living; knowing aſſuredly, that no other teach- 
ing or learning the things of God will amount to true knowledge, 
or be owned in the day of the Lord, but that which is of and in the 
Spirit. 5 
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_ witneſſed imto in the Scriptures, and ae 4 Me 
© theſe That. truly « and liomghy / know the Lord © 8 8 ET „noh. 


FISDOM is j IK Be fas Rid Chrilt, A. 1 19. Nö, | 
"wha 18 wiſdom ? What is worn ? Is it not the heavenly mother 
e living ?” It is the oh Si vel be gets all, ho are truly begotten to 
Lord? Now where, and into 75 doth de beget them? In the ear 
nature, in the Earthly wiſdom, in the Kinks ſpirit, or out. of ir} in and in- 
to that which is heayenly. w 
Now all that are of this hedvinly beget 8e and "birch, they know” (owh 
and juſtify) that wiſdom, 'wherein' "They Ji They Jury as na 
ture of truth, the light of truth, rhe life of t 1 he power of truth, the 
appearance of truth in their age and generation?” be falſe birth win ow 
and juſtify the words of truth which Were formerly ſpoken, and the form 
apppearances thereof (as the Scribes and Phariſees did Moſes and the prü- 
ets, who denied Chriſt, who was truth, and ſpake truth beyond cher); 
bur the true birth knowerk' and juſtifieth the preſent words, and the 
it appearances of truth, which the falſe birth ill Nighteth ; and defpiſeth.” 
= — man therefore v will judge aright concerning the things of God, 
he m be {ure to be of Sh true birth (a child of the true wiſdom) and 
that he keep to that nature, Spirit, and birth, to which God giveth the diſ- 
cerning. For there is an = of diſcerning, and a way of diſcerning, _ 
is a gift; and he that know aright, and judge aright, muſt ke 
the oY, of light, the gift of grace, the gift of the Spirit, the gift o the 
holy anointing ; and be watchful and careful to judge in it, and take heed 
of judging out of it. For though a man be come to a ſpiritual ſtare, and 
hath received” the gift of grace, knowledge, and diſcerning; yet if he” be 
not watctiful to "Keep t& to the 8 he may ealily err, and 05 amis. 
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Concerning Chri eg s Righteouſneſs, which is - the 2 2 all 
bis Samts. © 


HRIST is the head, his ſaints the bodys and do they n not 110 partake 
of one nature, one Spirit, one virtue, one life, one — ? 
Doth not Chriſt give them of his own righteouſneſs, even of T righteouſ- 
neſs which his Father gave him? And is not that righteouſneſs which 
Chriſt giveth them, their righteouſneſs? What was - Chriſt's righteouſneſs ? 
Was it not the righteouſneſs of God revealed in him, communicated to him, 
and made his? And what is / their eee ? Is not the ſame Sade: 


him, and made the righteouſneſs,of 


multiply thy ſeed ; and thou ſhalt fee of the travail of be, 


of Moſes the ſaints evangelical righteouſneſs? Or is his ,righteouſneſs re- 
vealed in them, from faith to faith? Was his being circumciſed qutwardly, 
their circumciſion ? Or is his inward circumciſing them, ch eir circ mcifion ? 
Which of theſe is the goſpel circumciſion; the circumciſing of his fleſh 
outwardly, or the Nane of their hearts inwardly ? Again, was his 
being outwardly baptized, their baptiſm ?. Or is the inward baptiſm of the 
Spirit, the goſpel-baptiſm ? Doth he not fulfill the righteouſneſs of the law 
of the Spirit of life in them, who believe in his Spirit and power, and walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit ? Was Noe e ip the 
Spirit? And are not all his juſtified in the Spirit alſo ? Whatſoever is of God, 


whatſoever is wrought in God, doth not God juſtify ? Is not the perſon here 
juſtified, the faith juſtified, the works juſtified with the jake of life, 
and of God's Holy Spirit, from whence they proceed? And here Chriſt's 
words are verified, He that doth truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds 
be manifeſt, that they are wrought in God, John ui; 21, And are not his 
deeds then juſtified ? He that is united to the Spirit of God (and acquaint- 
ed with the Spirit of God, and knows his yoice) hears, and fees, and feels, 
and underſtands what God condemns, and alſo, what he juſtibes ; who never 
condemns any thing that ariſeth from himſelf, and is wrought in himſelf; 
but only that which cometh from the fleſh, and is wrought in the fleſh. 
And here he ſees (in the true light) what faith is imputed tor righteouſneſs, 
and what faith is ſhut out; and what works are accounted righteous, and 
what works are ſhut out: and how Enoch walked with God in-the righteous 
Spirit and life, and was therein juſtified ;, and how Noah built an ark in the 
faith, being moved with fear, and was therein with his family ſaved. So 
Abel ſacrificed in the faith, By which be obtained witneſs that be was righte- 
ous," God teſtifying of bis gifts, Heb. xi. 4. Mark; his ſacrifice, his gi 
came from a righteous Spirit, and ſo the righteous God teſtified of his gift; 
and ſuch are all the ſacrifices now, that are offered up in God's Spirit, and 
in the true faith. And fo we alfo ſee how Abraham (the father of the 
faithful) was juſtified by works, James ii. 21. and how God was pleaſed with 
him, becauſe he had done that thing of offering up his only fon eee! 
| | | comman 
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command. Alſo Phinehag's zeal for the Lord, in executing. judgment, 
was highly eſteemed of the Lord, and as counted to bim fer. abn. 
unto aff generations for der more, Pfa. evi. 30% % & 

But alas! How do men miſteke about the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, about 
the goſpel-righteouſneſs : and, in effect, make it but the righteouſneſs of 
the law, but the righteouſneſs of the old covenant,” performed in the e 

ſon of another for us, and imputed to us? Whereas it is the righteouineſs 

of another covenant, even of the new and living covenant, wluch the Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt worketh, both in us and for us. Now whoever receiveth .this 

righteouſneſs from him, and is cloathed with it by him, he findeth it to be 

the righteouſneſs of the goſpel, the new and living righteouſneſs, the true 
and everlaſting righteouſneſs, both of the Father and Son, which the ſouls 
of thoſe that truly believe, partake of in them and with chem. "Ih" 

Now conſider a ſcripture or two, to evidence this further: ot 

The apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. iii. 17, 18. Tbe Lord is that * (the Lord 
Jeſus is the ſecond Adam, the quickening Spirit) in whom the veil is dong. 
away, ver. 15. And fo the true Chriſtian (in whom the peil is done away, 
who is come into the true. Jiberty of the ue with open face, bebolding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, is change into the Jame image. 

Now mind: if man be changed into the heavenly image, if he partake 
of Chriſt's image, 1s he not made righteous, and become truly righteous 
therein ? Was not the image of the firſt Adam holy and righreous ? And is 
not the image of the ſecond Adam holy and righteous alſo? And are not 
they that are : changed from the image of ſin and Satan, into Chriſt's image, 
holy and righteous in that image? Are they not changed from unrighteouſ- 
neſs to righteouſneſs? And is not this image, whereinto 7 are changed, 
and wherein they are new created by God, their righteouſneſs? Whoever is 
ingrafted into Chriſt, is he not ingrafted into righteouſneſs ? Cut off from 
unrighteouſneſs, and ingrafted into righteouſneſs; even into the righteous 
nature and Spirit of the Lamb? And doth he. not partake: of the righte- 
ouſneſs of the vine or olive-tree, into which he is ingrafted? And doth not 
that become his righteouſneſs? If the root be holy, then are alſo the 
branches; and if the root be righteous, ſo are alſo the branches; and that 
is the righteouſneſs and holinefs of the es which they have from the 
root. - 

The other ſcripture is that of Epb. iv. 22, 23, 24. which ſpeaks of put- 
ting off the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts; 
and of being renewed in the ſpirit of the mind, and putting on the new 
man, which after God is created in righ hteouſneſs and true holineſs. Mark; 
here is the new creation. Now conſider. well, what is the holineſs and 
righteouſneſs of the new creation ? Is not that which is put off, old, cor- 
rupt, unhol Fa unrightequs ? Is not that which is put on, new holy, righte- 
ous; even the image before ow of, Chriſt the heavenly image, the new 


man, 
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man, which is created and formed in man? And then God owneth ſuch to 
PEPE fn | oe TINS 30h nag 
No man can do that which is. righteous, but he that firſt partakes of 
God's righteous nature and Spine The tree muſt firſt be good, before the 
fruit can be ſo. A man muſt firſt be renewed and made righteous, before 
he can bring forth righteouſneſs. So that he that doth bring forth righte- 
ouſneſs, without doubt he is inwardly renewed, without doubt he is inwardly 
righteons. Did the Gentiles do by nature the things contained in the law? 
en, without doubt, they were partakers of another nature than the old 
corrupt nature, which is not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be. Little children, let no man deceive you; he that doth righteouſneſs, is righte- 
ous, even as he is righteous, 1 John. iii. 7. This is the true and weighty 
judgment of God's Spirit; and he that judgeth otherwiſe is deceived, and 
erreth in this particular; and ſheweth that he doth not/ yet know God's 
righteouſneſs, and Chriſt's righteouſneſs, which is one and the fame. For, 
If ye know that he ts righteous, ye know that every one that deeth righteouſneſs 
is born of him, 1 John ii. 29. Mark; the new birth precedes the doing of 
righteouſneſs; and the doing of righteouſneſs is a certain evidence of the 
new birth. He that doth righteouſneſs is born of God; this fruit can ariſe 
from no other but the pure, living, heavenly root. | +, £1 


EX = 
Of the Grace of the Goſpel. 


HE prophets of old propheſied of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 
f lory that ſnould follow, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. Now what was the glory 
which ſhould follow ? Was it not the ſetting up Chriſt's inward and inviſi- 
ble kingdom in the hearts of men? Was it not God's abundant pourin 
out his Spirit, and filling veſſels therewith; ſo that the Spirit of grace bo. 
of glory ſhould reſt upon believers, as it had done upon Chriſt? Was it 
not God's tabernacling in men, and becoming their God, and making them 
his people ? Was it not the fulfilling the precious promiſes concerning the 
goſpel-ſtate, whereby men ſhould be made partakers of the divine nature 
(of the heavenly image), and be changed from glory to glory, by the re- 
newing Spirit and power? Was it not to have Fllowſhip with Chriſt, not 
only in his ſufferings and death, bur alſo in his reſurrection and kingdom; 
where the bread and wine of the kingdom is eaten and drank, and the 
feaſt of fat things partaken of? Is it not a glorious ſtate to be tranſlated out 
of the kingdom of darkneſs, into the kingdom of the dear Son? And to 
dwell with Chriſt in the kingdom; and ſup there with him, and he with 
them ? To have fellowſhip (pure fellowſhip, living fellowſhip) with the Fa- 


ther and the Son, that the bleſſedneſs and joy of the ſoul in the goſpel-ſtate 
c 
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The law was a miniſtration of ſhadows; for under it Werd the various and 
many ſhadows:of the good things to come, Which wete to be poſſeſſed and 
enjoyed in the days of the goſpel. In the law there was an outward people 
(the Jews ourward) an outward' covenant; an outward land of > 
plenty and reſt; an outward” Sion; outward Jeruſalem, * outward "temple, 
outward ark, outward table, outward la ver, outward candlefticks,” outward 
lamps, outward oil, outward anointing, outward circumcifion and ſacrifi- 
ces, outward new moons and ſabbaths, outward kings, outward prieſts, 
and outward victories over outward enemies, eee. 
But now, in the goſpel, there is the ſubſtance of theſe things inwardly. 
revealed, and inwardly poſſeſſed and enjoyed ; even the Jew inward (the 
new man of the heart) an inward covenant of life and peace, an inward 
lang of bleſſedneſs, of reſt; an in ward ſabbath or day of nth os (which 
the rue believer keepeth in the faith, not bearing any burden, kindling 
any fire, nor doing any work of the fleſh therein); an inward Sion, an in- 
ward Jeruſalem or holy city; an inward temple (in which is the Holy of Ho- 
lies), an inward ark, in which the law of life is treaſured up; inward table, 
inward laver, inward candleſtick; inward lamp, inward oil, inward anoint- 
ing, inward circumciſion and ſacrifices, and ſolemn ſeaſons; the inward 
King of Glory, ward prophet and prieſt known, even Chriſt within, who 
giveth victories and dominion over the inward enemies, and giveth his to 
partake of his kingdom and pricfthood, Rev. i. 6. Yea, and (by his 
Spirit poured out upon them) maketh his ſeers and prophets alſo, as it is 
written, I will pour out my Spirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons and your daughters 
1 £14 r TO FRO CHEE FE! hs 14S 00 
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Now, was not this fulfilled after the ſufferings of Chriſt in the fleſh'? And 
is it not daily more and more fulfilled, as the ſufferings of Chriſt, which 
are yet behind, are filled up in his body the chürch? Did not the glory 
then ſucceed? Was not the goſpelſpirit and power then revealed and be- 
ſtowed? And did it not bring into theygoſpel-ſtate ? Were not the precious 
promiſes fulfilled therein? 2 Peter i. 5, 6. Arte they not all yea and amen 
in Chriſt? Is not the veil or covering taken away in him'? Is not the glory 
revealed in him? Is not the Lord one, and His hame one in him? Is chere 
not glory then in the higheſt, on earch peace, ànd good- will ationg men 

as well as good-will in God towards men? Where is then the enmity and 

wars ; the luſts and fightings ? Where is the envy of Judah or Epbraim, or 
the vexing one another here? Are not theſe things drowned in the fove and 
in the peace, ip the life and in the power which is revealed in the gofpel⸗ 
ſtate, and pri up in the -goſpel-ſpirit ? They know not what ſpirit they 
are of, who would have fire come down from heaven upon the ditobedient 
and gainſayers. To be lure, they are not of the golpel-ſpirit, not of Chriſt's 
Spirit, who came not to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſeek and ſave that which 


was loſt, and to overcome by the overflowings of his love and tender viſits 
Vr. h IP . of 
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of his life. And how do his children make war in this day? Is it not with 
innocency, with meekneſs, with patience, with bowels, of love, with long 
ſuffering, with truth, with righteouſneſs, like the followers of the Lamb, 
like the children of him who abounds therein? Indeed there is a ſword 
given, there is a threſhing inſtrument, there are darts and arrows to be ſhot 
into the hearts of the King's enemies, P/a. xlv. 3, 4, 5. But it is not to 
deſtroy the creature, but rather to ſmite and wound that ſpirit which capti- 
vates it, that the creature may witneſs deliverance and freedom therefrom: 
though it is true, that they who join with that ſpirit, muſt partake of its 
judgments and plagues, even to deſtruction, if they ſo continue. 5 
Now this glory is wrapped up in the grace which is miniſtered by the 
oſpel; and where grace is ſown, the glory is ſown (there is a true ſeed of 
= glory); and where grace abounds, the glory abounds, It was faid con- 
cerning the firſt gathering of Chriſtians by the apoſtles, that great Mace 
was upon them all, Acts iv. 33. and indeed, it was a precious and glorious 
ſtate, which they were gathered into and brought forth in. Now the grace 
is revealed again, the grace is poured forth again, the grace hath appeared, 
teaching and bringing ſalvation again; doth it not behove every one to 
know 1t and partake of it? Not to be content with words concerning the 
grace, but to know. the grace itſelf, receiving it from the hand of him 
that giveth it, and hearing the voice, reproofs, and inſtructions of it? 
Hear, and your ſouls ſhall live. Whom ſhould they hear? Are they not to 
hear Chriſt, the great prophet ? How ſhall they hear Chriſt ? Is there any 
other way, than by hearing his grace teaching them ? Than by hearkening 
to the meaſure of the gift of grace, which is by Jeſus Chriſt ? The law was 
given by Moſes (all his people, all his children, all his family were to come 
under the law, to be governed by the law). Grace and truth comes by Je- 
fus Chriſt (all his children, all his people, all his family are to come un- 
der the grace, to be governed by the grace), who is faithful in all his 
houſe, diſpenſing of his grace and truth to all his, as Moſes did of the law 
(committed to him) to all under him. So then, all that deſire to be truly 
Chriſtians, let them wait to know what the grace and truth which Chrilt 
giveth is, and to partake of it and come under it; under its teachings, 
under its influences, under its protection, under its government (by being 
ſubje& to it; and in every thing guided by it) that they may know what 
that ſcripture means, in the true and ip: 0p ys: Sin ſhall not 
bave dominion over you, fer ye are not under the law, but under grace, Rom. 
vi. 14. 5 1 
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A Rueſtion anſwered concerning real Holineſs, © * 


Queſt, RE not perſons to be really holy (really ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus) 
A who would be received by the Lord, and enjoy fellowſhip with him 
as ſons and daughters, in the goſpel of his Sn? | RS 
Anſtw. Under the law, that people of the Jews were to be Fg 198 from 
the Heathen, to be outwardly circumciſed and cleanſed by the water and 


blood of purifying (which ſanctified to the purifying of the fleſh), and not 


to touch any dead or unclean thing ; for any ſuch thing polluted them, and 
thoſe that were unclean muſt be kept without the camp, as unfit for the holy 


_ communion with God and his people, till cleanſed. 


ow what did this ſignify ? Did it not ſignify that pure and clean ſtate 
inwardly, which God requireth under the g0 fel ? Did it not ſignify the in- 
ward circumciſion of the heart and ſpirit before the Lord, and the cleanſing 
of the ſoul, mind, and body, before its appearing to worſhip in the inward 
and ſpiritual temple ? Heb. x. 22. Is there not a Jeruſalem under the goſ- 
pel, into which no uncircumciſed or unclean _ is to enter, or appear 
before God there? Mark what the apoſtle ſaith, Heb. xii. Le are not come to 
the Mount that might be touched, to outward Mount Sinai, or Sion, to the 
appearance of God there; but ye are come to the inward Sion, and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to fellowſhip with God, 
and Chriſt there, ver. 18.— 22: f | 2 pin 85 
Now what is the way to this holy fellowſhip and heavenly communion ? 
Doth not God himſelf preſcribe it? 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. Wherefore come out 
from * them, and be ſeparated, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing, and I will receive you ; I will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
ſons and daughters, 1 the Lord Almighty. For God would ha a people 
repreſentatively holy in the time of hs law (yet not deſtitute of inward bo. 
lineſs), and he will have a people really holy in the time of the goſpel. He 
that defileth the temple of S him will God deſtroy : but keep the temple 
pure, holy, and then the Holy God will dwell and appear there, according 
to his promiſe z I will dwell in them, and walk in them. And this is eternally 
true, and witneſſed by certain experience among them that know the Lord; 
that if any thing that is unclean be touched, there is a defilement thereby, 
and there muſt be a cleanſing felt, before an admittance into the preſence 
of the Holy God, and enjoying fellowſhip with him again. 8855 
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Concerning the Law of Sin in the Fleſhly Mind, and the Law of Life 
and Holineſs in the Renewed Mind; and whence each have their 
Strength. Pic | N 


HAT is the law of fin? Who writes it in the mind? And what is 
| it when it is writ? When luſt hath concerved, it bringeth forth Ain: 
and fin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death, James i. 15. So that the 
firſt beginning of ſin is evil luſt; and the whole corruption that is in the 
world, is through luſt; 2 Peter i. 4. Now whence cometh that Juſt? Is it 
not begotten in the mind and ſpirit by the tempter ? And what is the law, 
both of the luſting, and of the ſins committed through the luſt? Is it not 
the luſtful nature, the luſtful will, the luſtful wiſdom, the luſtful deſires and 
paſſions, which the God of this world begetteth in the worldly part? So on 
the other hand, there is an holy law in the holy and renewed mind.” 
Whence cometh that law? Doth it not come from God? Doth it not come 
from the Holy One? Is it not he that blots out Satan's law, and then writes 
his own law in the hearts of his? Now, what is his law? Is it not of a 
contrary nature to Satan's law ? What God writeth in the, hearts of his, 
teaching them holineſs, requiring holineſs, enlightening the mind unto ho- 
lineſs; manifeſting the good, perfect, and acceptable will, is not that his 
law? Under the old covenant the law was at a diſtance, writ in tables of 
ſtone; but under the new covenant the law is nigh, written in the heart by 
the Spirit and power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For he is King, the inward 
King, the ſpiritual King of his people, who cometh to reform, and amend 
by his covenant, what was amiſs under the former. Now, becauſe he found 
under the old covenant, that laws outwardly written would never bri 
men into, and keep men in, ſubjection to his Father; therefore he = 
inwardly by his Spirit and power, and viſiteth with the inward eternal day, 
even the day of his power; and ſo maketh his people willing to receive the 
law of his Spirit of life, which maketh free from the law of fin and deatb. 
For this law being inward and ſpiritual, and more powerful than the other, 
overcomes the other law, even the law of fin and death (though it be inward 
and ſpiritual, and inwardly written alſo), and ſetteth free from it; Rom. vi. 
18. and viii. 2. 75 | 
Now theſe laws have each their ſtrength from him that writes them. 
The law of fin and death hath its ſtrength from the, god of this world, 
the prince of darkneſs, who ruleth in all that are diſobedient to the Spirit 
and power of Chriſt. The law of holineſs, the law of lite, the law of faith 
in the power, the law of obedience to God's Holy Spirit, hath its ſtrength 
from the Holy One, from the prince of life and peace; for Satan is near 
his ſubje&s, and dwells in them, to act them, and to make his laws 2 
| in 


4 * | 5 
| by » God's Teachings, Cc. = 
fin and difabediefice forcible in them. Every motion and temptation to ſin 
he kindles, and adds vigour to, that he may ſet on flame the wicked ſpirits 
of men after ſin, vanity, pride, luſt, uncleanneſs, cruelty, and all manner 
of wickedneſs, that they may draw on iniquity as with cart-ropes, and drink 
it in as the ox doth water (James iii. 6.) And the Lord alſo is near to the 
foul; the king of holineſs, the king of righteouſneſs and peace is near, to 
give ſtrength to every holy deſire in the heart, and to every motion of his 
Spirit towards that which is good and holy. Hence it is, that he that truſts 
God's Spirit, watching to, and following the movings and gs there- 
of, finds life flow in, virtue and ſtrength flow in, to carry on effectually in 
that -which the Spirit of the Lord moves to. So ape” come but truly to 
know a. motion, to underſtand the drawings and Teadings of God's Spirit, 
ſtrength is never wanting to him who giveth up in the aith to follow the 
Lord in that which he moves and draws to. And this is the great ſkill of 
Chriſtianity, 'to come inwardly to know the Lord ; to know the inward ap- 
pearances of the Shepherd, his leadings out into the paſtures, where eternal 
life is fed on; and again imo the fold of reſt, which is no leſs than the 
boſom of love, and life etefhal. How the ad of the new man, the 
growth of the Chriſtian ſtate, is in the exerciſe under the law of life, under 
the law of the Spirit. For the Spirit exerciſeth the mind by his law, and 
the mind is to give up to the exerciſe thereof, and to wait upon the Lord 
in it day and night; finding itſelf never without, but ſtill under the law to 
_ Chriſt in every thing. And indeed how can a. man do any thing, aright 
without the ſenſe and knowledge of the law? How can a man fight aright 
with his ſpiritual enemies without underſtanding the law of fighting? For 
there is a lawful fighting, and an unlawful fighting, againſt the ſoul's ene- 
mies. The unlawtul fighting is in the ſelf-will, wiſdom, and ſtrength, ac- 
cording to one's own apprehenſions and conceivings, which gains no real 
ground; and therefore they that ſo fight cannot overcome. The lawful. 
fighting is in the faith, in the wiſdom and guidance of the Lord, in his 
Spirit and power, and this is ever ſucceſsful. So there is a lawful running, 
and an unlawful running the race, which the apoſtle plainly implieth, when 
he faith,” So run that ye may obtain, 1 Cor. ix. 24. So likewiſe there is a 
law of prayer, a law of faith, a law of love, a law of new obedience, a Jaw 
of liberty (for the liberty under the goſpel is nor boundleſs, but bounded 
by the Spirit) a royal law, which the king of glory writes, and Keeps livipg 
in the heart; by which his will is underſtood, and the yay. of life known, 
which never can be underſtood by any but thoſe in whom this law is 
written, even the law of the new covenant, the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus?” -i**: 1175 , V 


| Read and conſider this ſeriouſly : for indeed it contains the very myſtery 
of Chriſtianity and redemption. | For redemption is not by a notiohal Know- 
ledge of Chrilt (it is not fo witneſſed by any), but by receiving and fub- 
jecting to the law of his Spifit. And mind and wait to know and: under- 
ſtand whether this be not the law which David ſpeaks of, when he 500 
; 41 


* 
i 
4 
7 : 
p F 
& 4 
| 
= 
4 9 
3 
9 
+ >; 
: 4 
_ od N . 


i 
1 
1 4 
„ 

bt 

7 . 
' YL 


alſo to preach the goſpel to all nations, that he might be God's ſalvation to 


Pal. xix..7, Ge. The law of the Lord is perfeft, convert the' foul The 


 Feftimony of the Lord is ſure, making wi * fimple. The flatutes of the Lord 


F<. 


are right, rejoicing the heart, the commandment of the Lord pure, enligbteniug 


«the eyes; the fear of the Lord clean, enduring for ever; the judgments of the 


Lord truth, altogether righteous, | Certainly the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus is all this, containing in it the commandment which is life 
everlaſting, and the ſure teſtimony, and all the holy ſtatutes, judgments, 
and fear, which the ſoul need to learn; and is indeed perfect, and able to 
convert and inſtruct perfectly the converted foul. And here the ſcripture 


is fulfilled under this holy law of the Spirit and power of life, They ſhall not 


teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know the 


Lord (they ſhall not dowſo in this covenant, under this miniſtration, which 


is a miniſtration not of the letter, but of the Spirit); for they ſhall all know 
me, from the lenſt of them to the greateſt of them, by the teachings of my own 
Spirit, by my N my law in their hearts, by my holy unction, which 
ſnall teach my chil 
1 Job ii. 27. Fer. xxxi. and Heb. viii. „ 

Come, be not deceived about the new covenant; but wait to find the 


entrance thereinto, and to feel the virtue thereof, and to know and receive 
the law and power thereof, as becometh Chriſtians, 


XII. 


Concerning God's gathering us home to 75% who are a People deſpiſed 
and rejected of Men, and in ſcorn by them called QUAKERS. 


T pleaſed the Lord, who is rich in mercy and goodneſs, to pity our 
wanderings and ſore diſtreſſes, and at length to gather us home to the 
light and Spirit of his Son, which was the 1 — in the apoſtles 
days. , | ; | | 
Now that by which God gathered us was the power of Chriſt, and the 
reaching of the everlaſting goſpel by the miniſtry which he hath raiſed up 
in theſe latter days. For as the Lord raiſed up a miniſtry to preach it at 
rſt, when he had ſome of the Jews and many of the Gentiles to gather; 
ſo he hath raiſed up a miniſtry to preach it again after the apoſtaſy, that he 
may cauſe the ſound thereof to go through all nations. And this miniſtry 
hath been raiſed to go forth in the ſame virtue, power, and Spirit wherein 
the foregoing miniſtry was ſent. 5 
God promiſed of old, that he would ſeek after, ſearch out, and gather 
home, his ſcattered ſheep himſelf, and become their Shepherd, Ezek. xxxiv. 
Now this was fulfilled in a great meaſure in 'the days of Chrift and his 
apoſtles, when Chriſt came himſelf, and alfo ſent his apoſtles after him, to 
ſeek and gather the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael; and not only ſo, but 


the 


ren, my anointed-ones, all that they need to know, 


— 
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the ends of thec earth, gathering and ſaving loſt and ſcattered fouls out ot 
every quarter and corner thereof r 
But afterwards (after the ſpre Aug of the goſpel, and Chriſt's gathering 
of many thereby) there was a great apoſtaſy, and ſcattering from this holy 
ſtandard of life and falvation, and darkneſs overſpread the nations again, 
and an antichriſtian reign and kingdom got up, under a form and forms of 
ineſs, without the life and power; in which forms people generally 
have been ſcattered from the life and power, which indeed is the goſpel. 
Nou, in this cloudy and dark time, great hath been the loſs and Gates 
of the poor hungry ſheep; their ſhepherds and watchmen not being able 
to preach the goſpel diſtinctly to them, and direct their minds to the Spirit 
5 power which ſaves: therefore God, in Pity to this ſad and loſt con- 
dition of his ſheep, ſends his angel to preach his everlaſting goſpet to tbem 
that dwell on the earth; to every nation, kindred, tongue, 2 people, Rev. 
nin: 6 Pk 2 3s 8B 
Now as the former publiſhing of the goſpel began at the ſcattered Jews, 
who were God's le under the law; fo this begins at the ſcattered 
Chriſtians, who had ſome true deſires, and had been ſeeking after the Lord 
(from mountain to hill, and hill to mountain), but could by no means find 
him; nor by any of the watchmen hear any certain news of their ſouls be- 
loved. But the Lord, in his tender love and rich mercy, in the appointed 
time, ſends forth the Shepherd of Iſrael to ſeek and find them out. And, 
bleſſed be the Lord, he ſought them effectually, and hath found out many, 
and perſuaded them to follow him ; and hath brought their weary fouls home 
to their proper reſting-place, where they dwell under the care of the Shep- 
herd a Biſhop of their ſouls. - : 
But if any ſhall yet further enquire, How, and by whom, the goſpel was 
preached unto us? My anſwer is, By the Shepherd himſelf. God himſelf gave 
forth the ſound, and great hath. been the company of them that publiſhed 
it; and our ears and hearts were opened by the Lord to hear the ſound, 
and know the Shepherd's voice. N W 3 
And mind my words (which the Spirit of the Lord is now uttering forth 
through me; for they are words of truth, and certain Vw ger : 
they that do not hear and own the ſound thereof now (from this miniſtry” 
which the Lord hath now choſen, and ſent forth), would not have heard 


nor owned the ſound thereof in Chriſt's and his apoſtles days, had they 
lived therein; but have reproached and oppoſed than, had they lived then 
in thoſe days, as they do now in theſe days. For of a truth it is the voice 
and ſound of one and the ſame Spirit and wiſdom ; and tie that do deſpiſt 
the one, would have deſpiſed the other, had they lived in the day of the 
appearance and manifeſtation thereof. F 

And then, for the manner of its preaching, it was juſt fach''as'is de- 
ſcribed, ver. 7. of Rev. xiv. For we are commanded to fear God, and give 
glory to bim, becauſe the hour of bis judgment (the great and terrible day ow 


0 


the Lord) tua come; and therefore:to leave off al falſe ways and worſbigs, 
and learn to worſhip the living God, the Creator of all, in Spirit and in 
truth. And truly it was a terribis dato the man of fin in, us, for the 
vdgments of God were revealed againſt him, and we in fear lay ündet che 
ee that we might learn righteouſneſs, and witneſs che redemption 
ze Now being thus curned to that light, and Spirit, and power, which, 
judgeth, it wrought effectually in us againſt the darkneſs and power. of Sa- 
tan; ſearching, trying, maniteſting, judging the ſecrers of our hearts daily. 
It tried all our knowledge, all our faith, al our deſires, all, our thoughts, 
words, ways, and worſhips; , ſo that all things were naked and open before 
him with whom he had to do; and what had gone before, as glorious and 
taking in our eyes, was now. manifeſted to be loathſome and abominable in 
the ſight of God. For indeed the axe was laid to the root of the tree, and 
every plant which the heavenly Father had not planted was he now plucking 
up, that they might no longer cumber the ground; but he might have 
room for his own ſeeds and plants of holineſs and righteouſneſs, which he 
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' was ready to ſow in his own garden. 


And ſo at length we came to witneſs (abiding the trial of this dreadful 
day, wherein our God appeared to us as a, conſuming fire) a new heaven 
and a new earth inwardly; and no more ſea of wickedneſs, no more ſea 
of inward trouble; but righteouſneſs, peace, and joy inwardly; and our 
God becoming a rich portion to us, watching over us in molt tender care 
and love, and delighting in Us to do us good, making known to us the 
riches of the goſpel, even the feaſt of fat things; and giving us to partake 
of the well or fountain of living waters in our own hearts, which ſprings up 
freſhly in us daily unto life eternal. So that we were not only invited to the 
Vaters, but taught alſo to come thereto : and when we came, we were not 
{ent away empty, but had the water of life given us; which became ſuch a 
well, as out of it flow ſtreams of living water. Ah! bleſſed be the Lord! 
Did we ever think, in our dry, dead, barren, eſtate, to have ſcen ſuch a 
day as this.? t. E 1 Fl £1 
And all this we met with in the way of ſelf-denial, and taking up the 
croſs; in denying our own wiſdom, our own knowledge, our own kack our 
own Tighteauſneſs, and all that we could call our own; and owning a 
- little ſeed of light and life eternal, even the ſeed of the everlaſting king-. 
dom, which the Shepherd of Iſrael. diſcovered to us, and helped us to 
ſearch after, and taught.us how to find; which was indeed in a way very 
deſpiſeable, even to & eye of our own wiſdom. For thus it, was: 


We had been long looking out abroad, ſearching very diligently the ſcrip-. 
tures, and other ſerious books, for great, full, certain, and undoubted 
wiſdom and knowledge; but now we were directed to turn inwards (even 
thither where we thought no good was to be found) to mind the. appear- 
ance of God there, the Spirit of God teſtifying to us (according to the 

| 1 ſcriptures 


ſcriptures of truth) that the kingdom was \ within and there we were di- 
rected to ſearch. for the leaſt of all ſeeds, and: to mind the loweſt appear · 
| Was ing againſt ſin and darkneſs; and ſo by 
minding and obſerying that in us which turned againſt ſin and darkneſs, we 
came by degrees to find we had met with the pure, living, eternal Spirit ; 
and by obſerving the movings, ſtirrings, guidings, directions, and law 
thereof, we found, ere we were aware, that we had met with the law of the 
new covenant, the law of the Spirit of life, which had life and virtue in it, 
to enable us to do the holy will; and then our hearts rejoiced, being made 
truly ſenſible that we had found that which we had mourned after, and 
— — for all our days. And then we began to fee our way more clearly, 
and to wait on our God for his teachings, and to follow the Lamb, our 
leader, with joy and comfort. For indeed this experience greatly ſettled 
our ſpirits; knowing aſſuredly, that as none but Chriſt could do thoſe 
works outwardly which he did in the days of his fleſh; ſo none beneath 
his Spirit could do theſe works inwardly, enlighten inwardly, enliven in- 
wardly, bind up and heal inwardly, open the inward eye, the inward ear, 
the cloſed heart, and looſen the dumb tongue, fo as the touch of his power, 
and virtue of his life and holy preſence among us, hath done very fre- 
quentl * and livingly. | 
now is this teſtimony nothing to you, O ye profeſſors, that we have 
found him by God's holy guidance (or rather have been found by him) whom 
we could never find in your ways and gatherings ? But ſtill that which God 
had quickened in us was there unſatisfied, weary, panting, and gaſping, 
for want of, and after, the breath of life. 

Oh! come and ſee if this be not he indeed! Wait to feel the cloſing 
of that eye which cannot ſee (which God hath ordained ſhall neyer Fe), 
and for his opening the eye which is as yet blind in you (to which he giveth 
the true ſight), that ye periſh not from the way of life, through miſtakes 
and deceits from the miſts of darkneſs, which are yet over alf who have 
not ſeen the light of God's day. To the law, and to the teſtimony (to the 
inward Jaw, and 0 N teſtimony, if ye be inward Jews; for the law in- 
wardly written is light, even the light of the living, and the teſtimony of 
Jeſus is the Spirit X prophecy) ; for he that knoweth not theſe, , nor walk- 
eth according to theſe, nor ſpeaketh according to this Word. it is becauſe 
there is as yet no morning in him. 

Oh! come to the morning light of the everlaſting day! come 70 the 
Son's. light, to the Son's Spirit! Wait for the dawning of the 7 55 
righteouinels, love, and peace, and for the ariſing of the y-ſtar. is, 
DIE. TO YOUR OWN ,WISPOM (it. was the word livingly. ſpoken to me, 170 
entered my ſoul when it was ſpoken; never departing rom me, though. 1 
was long in learning it), and know what it is to ſuffer with Chrift, that ye 
may allo een with him. | | 
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530 A Treatiſe concerning 
Ah! if that _ were lighted in you, which ye = much reproach and 
deſpiſe the lighy of, ye might ſee, that inſtead of ſuffeting with, Chriſt, that 
Which is of Sig bn you Ml t, the pure lie of his Spirit) ſuffers 
by you, and the worldly ſpirit lives (ſhall J add, and reigns) in you, under 
all your profeſſions, knowledge, faith, worſhips, duties, Ordinances, as ye 
call them, who want the knowledge of the everlaſting ordinance, even of 
the Spirit and power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which is the great ordinance 
and way of the goſpel! And he that is ſubject to this ordinance ſnall be 
ſaved; but he that miſſeth of this, ſhall periſh; let him ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, and practiſe according to what he apprehends therefrom, as exactly as 
he can, without this Spirit and power. b e e Bb 


„ 0 ; 
A few Words concerning the Worſhip which our God hath taught us. 


UR worſhip is a deep exerciſe of our ſpirits before the Lord, which 
O doth not conſiſt in an exerciſing the natural part or natural mind, 
either to hear or ſpeak words, or in praying according to what we, of our- 
ſelves, can apprehend or comprehend concerning our needs; but we wait, 
in ſilence of the fleſhly part, to hear with the new ear, what God ſhall pleaſe 
to ſpeak inwardly in our own hearts, or outwardly through others, who ſpeak 
with the new tongue, which he unlooſeth, and teacheth to ſpeak ; and we 
pray in the Spirit, and with the new underſtanding, as God pleaſeth to 
quicken, draw forth, and open our hearts towards himſelf. Wd 
Thus our minds being gathered into the meaſure, or gift of grace, which 
is by Jeſus Chriſt; here we appear before our God, and here our God, and 
his Chriſt, is witneſſed in the midſt of us. | 8 
This is that gathering in the name, which the promiſe is to, where we 
meet together, waiting with one conſent on the Father of life, e nd | 
confeſſing to him in the name of his Son; and that fleſhly part, that fleſhly 
underſtanding, that fleſhly wiſdom, that fleſhly will, which will not bow, is 
chained down, and kept under by the power of life, which God ſtretcheth 
forth over it, and ſubdueth it by. So then, there is the ſweet communion 
enjoyed, the ſweet love flowing, the ſweet peace of ſpirit reaped, which the 
Father breathes upon, and gives to his children; the ſweet joy and refreſh- 
ment in the Lord our righteouſneſs, who cauſeth righteouſneſs to drop down 
from heaven, and truth to ſpring up out of the earth. And ſo our Father 
is felt bleſſing us, bleſſing our land, bleſſing our en, delighting in 
us, and over us to do us good; and our land yields its increaſe to the Lord 
— life, who hath redeemed it, and planted the precious plants and ſeeds of 
ife in it. = 
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N O W this ought to be the great care of every renewed mind, even to 
41 V keep out that which is unclean. The enemy will be aſſaulting, tempt- 
ing, caſting into the mind that which is unclean; but the pure, chaſte mind 
will not entertain or touch it, but withdraw and retire from it into the 
place of ſafety, into the ſtrong tower of defence, from all the aſſaults and 
anhoyances of the enemy; Such the Lord receiveth, ſuch the Lord delight- 
eth in as his dear children, and in every reſpect carrieth himſelf as a Father 
to; and this is a precious ſtate truly to enjoy. 
Now, bleſſed be the Lord, who hath revealed and beſtowed on his ſons 
and daughters, in theſe latter days, that light of his Holy Spirit, which 
ſearcheth the moſt inward parts, diſcovering every thing that is of a con- 
trary nature to itſelf, turning and ſeparating the mind therefrom, and bring- 
ing the mind, heart, ſoul, and ſpirit under that, which is a croſs and yoke 
to it, and hath power from God to crucify and ſubdue it; that ſo life and 
immortality may be brought to light, and reign in the heart; and death 
and uncleanneſs be ſwallowed up in victory. For this is the intent of the 
goſpel, and of Chriſt's appearance, even to deſtroy ſin, and _ up the 
holy ſeed, and eſtabliſh the law of the new covenant, the law of love, the 
law of life, righteouſneſs, and holineſs, in which the renewed ſhould walk 
before the Lord all their days. . 
And God forbid, but that the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (which is 
the Power of God unto ſalvation), ſhould attain its end, and the will of God 
be ful 


filled; which is the ſanctification of his people in ſoul, body, and 


ſpirit ; that they may be wholly leavened with the leaven of his kingdom, 
and become a new lump to him. 5 
The Lord bring this to paſs in the hearts of the children of men, 
ing down all religions which have not the true virtue in them; and propa- 
gate and eſtabliſn the religion more and more, which ſtands in the evidence, 


demonſtration, virtue, and power of his own Spirit; that men may be re- 


deemed. out. of, and preſerved from, deceit, in matters of religion, wherein 
the eternal condition of their ſouls is ſo deeply concerned! Amen. 
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QUESTION ANSWERED 


CONCERNING 


* the SCRIPTURES night. "3 
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QUESTION. 


| How may a Man know, whether he readeth; as 2 
tures to his Advantage and Benefit? Or whether he 
readeth them to his Diſadvantage or Hurt Ph: 


; T* AT the holy ſcriptures, written by men inſpited — God 8 


2 


1 
*4 


Spirit, were of great uſe and benefit to thoſe to whom they were 
written (they rightly underſtanding them, and becoming ſubject 
to the voice of God's Spirit in thoſe that wrote or arg them) is an un- 
deniable truth. | 
And that they were not only writeen for them, but for others ao, in 
future ages, who alſo may reap denelit in the reading of nn chis i as 
manifeſt. ny 
Yet that men may ſo read them, as not to underſkand chern aticht, but 
miſapply them to their own hurt; that is true alſo, and hath been often, 
and 1s ftill evidenced by lamentable experience. 
The Jews, the Scribes and Phariſees, heard and read the law and: pro- | 
phets to their hurt; ſome in a ſpirit of direct oppoſition to the truths and 
xs God, held out by the prophets z others in a ſpirit of miſunder- 
anding. 
Thus the Scribes and Phariſees, in Chriſt's time, ſo read the words of 
Moſes and the prophets (who teſtified concerning the Son, and his coming, 


as that thereby they became ſtrong, wiſe, and confident, in oppoſing him 
when he came. They thought they could prove by ſcriptures, that bis 
was not, could not be He: He was to be a gloricus Ning, und t reſtor 
Iſrael. This was a mean man, a carpenter's ſon; and ſo taught, and ſo be- 
haved himſelf, that if men Believed in bim, the Romans would rbrreby be prv- 
 voked to deſtroy their place and nation. He was an eater, a drinker, a friend 
of publicans and ſinners, a frequent breaker of the ſabbath, a Galilean, 
Sc. And ſhall Chriſt come out of Galilee? Search and look; for out of Galilee 
ariſeth no prophet, John vii. 52. As if they had ſaid, can this be the Meſ- 
ſtah, of whom the ſeriptures have ſo abundantly propheſied, who cometh 
out of Galilee, out of which the ſcriptures have not propheſied of ſo much 
as any prophet to ariſe ? Thus they read the ſcriptures to their hurt. 
And ſo afterwards, in the apoſtles days, men wreſted the words of the 
apoſtles, as they did alſo the other ſcriptures, to their own deſtruction. 
And ſince, in the apoſtaſy from the apoſtles ſpirit, life, and doctrine, and 
the coming up of many ſects, heads, and horns; which of them have not 
ſo read the ſeriptures, as to confirm themſelves even in thoſe very doctriness 


and practices, which are directly contrary to the doctrines, practices, and 
ſpirit of the apoſtles ? - - hob If 
Yea, ſince God's breaking the darkneſs of the night, and 'cauſing-the 
light of his day again to ariſe, how do men read and underſtand ſcriptures? 
Even ſo as to oppoſe this light, life, ſpirit, and power, now it is again made 
manifeſt; thinking and judging its appearance now (according to their un- 
derſtanding of, and apprehenſions on the ſcriptures); to be as contrary to its 
appearance in the apoſtles days, as the Scribes and Phariſees judged Chriſt's 
appearance in their days, to be different from, and contrary, to, What the 
prophets had propheſied concerning the Meſſiah. r van $1: Yoo 
Therefore it is a matter of very great weight, for a man to know hen 
he reads the ſcriptures aright, that his table (whereon he feeds, and by 
which food he hopes to live to God, and be accepted with him) begome 
not his ſnare, and ſet him further off from God. For it is as true in this 
day, as it was in Chriſt's day; that publicans and harlots ate nearer.; the 
kingdom, than thoſe Who are in the ſpirit, viſdom, and -rightepuſnels of the 
Scribes and Phariſees; who have a knowledge, a belief, an hope, a gcal, Sc. 
from a miſunderſtanding of the ſcriptures; for this is wrong in a myſtery of 
deceit, which is worſe in its nature, and more dangerous to the perſon jn 
wn it is, and to the fouls of others, than the, deceit which is openly 
maniteſt. | „ ; 911190 mon 2177 039% 3 
Well then; Is it not worth the diligent enquiry, and waiting upon God 
to know, What is the rigbt reading of ine ſeniptures; and whether 4 mau ſo 
read them, as is to the benefit and prafit of bis ſoul, or to H Joſs, and detri- 
ment? To come then to the Anſwer, which, is as followeths! 21! !nn 1g 
Anſiu. He that reads the ſcriptures in a true mraſure ef life received 
from God, he reads them aright; and whenever he ſo readeth, d denn 
| | | ene 
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benefit. He that readeth out of that, readeth to his hurt; that being then 
up in him, 'which miſunderſtands, miſapplies; and grows conceited, wiſe, 
aid confident, according to the fleſn; and To he is thereby liable to, and in 
great danger of, ſetting up his interpretations, inſtead of the meaning of 
God's Spirit; and of condemning that which doth not aſſent and agree 
therewith, though it be ever ſo neceſſary and precious a truth of God, and 
ever ſo fully demonſtrated by his Spirit, to thoſe who are in the true faith 


and underſtanding. | a e 
The true birth is meek, tender, gentle, fearing before the Lord, waiting 
upon him, often crying to him, that it may not be deceived, that a wrong 
thing get not up in it; that it receive not any thing for truth, but what he 
knoweth to be truth; and when the Lord pleaſeth to give the true know- 
ledge, that it hold that knowledge of his truth in righteouſneſs, in his 
life, in his will, in his wiſdom, Sc. But the wrong birth is not ſo, nor is 
its courſe thus; but that is ſubril in ſearching and forming of things, and 
holding them in the ſubtilty, and drawing the wrong part in others to own 
and acknowledge that, which it repreſents and holds forth as trut nn, 
There is a wiſdom in man, which is againſt God; which wiſdom oppoſeth 
the wiſdom of God two ways; either in a direct, oppoſite way, or in a ſe- 
cret, ſubtil, undermining way. Now no man can come to God, or truly 
underſtand or receive the things of God, but as this wiſdom comes to be 
confounded and deſtroyed in him, by the light and power of God. All its 
ſtrong-holds, all its ſubtil imaginations, all its reaſonings and conſultings 
muſt be daſhed, and brought to nought, before the truth of God can have 
full place and power in the heart. Now in the true diſcovery of this wiſ- 
dom to man, and in his denial of it, watching againſt it, and turning to the 
other; he may wait upon God aright, receive the knowledge of the hea- 
venly myſteries aright, read the ſcriptures aright, come to the true ſenſe, un- 
derſtanding, and experience of them; bur at any time, fo far as he is out of 
this, he is liable to the ſnare, to the miſunderſtanding of ſcriptures, and to 
the fleſhly confidence that ariſeth thereupon. So that, having taken up a 
miſunderſtanding of a ſcripture, or ſome ſcriptures ; he will even boldly 
venture to ſpeak evil of the heavenly and ſpiritual dignities, which are of 
God, and the holy truths which are held forth by his holy miniſters; againſt 
the prophets in their day, againſt Chriſt and his apoſtles in their day, againſt 
the witneſſes in the times of the apoſtaſy, and againſt the angel (learn who 
that is) that is to preach the everlaſting goſpel again, after the apoſtaſy. 
Ah! how doth this wiſdom deſtroy and entangle ; and how hath it deſtroyed 
and entangled many at this day, who think they are greatly for God in 
thoſe things and practices, wherein they are directly againſt him; and that 
they only oppoſe error, and a wrong ſpirit, when they are oppoſing his 
truth and his holy Spirit | And it is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, while 
they judge and act from that which is wrong, and in that which is wrong. 
Now mark; tO | =. Fed | , 
| The 


concerning reading tbe Scriptures aright. 535 
The Spirit, the truth, the life, the ſubſtance, is God's for ever: the un- 
clean ſpirit cannot enter into it, the unclean. womb cannot conceiye of it, 
nor bring it forth; but the letter, the ſhell, the outward figure, the out- 
ward relations and deſcriptions. of things; the other ſpirit, wiſdom, and 
nature in man may read, gueſs at, transform, receive, believe, and build 
up with according to the fleſh. | And hete is the foundation and riſe of anti- 
chriſt and Babylon, among them who raiſe up a building, a knowledge, a 
faith, an hope, a church, a worſhip, duties, ordinances, juſtification, on 
tification, &c. in imitation of Sion. But they are not the thing itſelf, 
but falſe repreſentations of the thing; either ſuch as were invented by man, 
or ſuch as were once appointed, and made uſe of by the Spirit of the Lord. 
For there is little difference between inventing a new thing, and making 
uſe of an old thing, which once was of God, but is now underſtood, ob- 
ſerved, and > practiſed out of the ſenſe, light, and guidance of his Spirit, 
in another ſpirit, and according to another wiſdom. Now this is not the 
right way of reformation; to wit, to return to outward (literal) things, 
which were practiſed by the Jews in their day, or by the former Chriſtians 
in their day; but to return to the Spirit that they were in, and to feel (in 
the true life and leadings thereof) what it teacheth and requireth to be ob- 
ferved and practiſed now, For there are things, whoſe value is not in them- 
ſelves, but in God's requiring of them; which the wrong ſpirit may get in- 
to, and the Lord may draw his people out of them (as he did out of the 
outward court, into the inward building or temple, by his light and Spirit 
within, when he gave the outward court to the Gentiles, Rev. xi. 1.—8.) 
And he that is found in thoſe things, after God hath given them to the 
Gentiles, and drawn his people out of them; is not therein owned or accept- 
ed of God, though God may bear with him in the time of his ignorance; 
yet if he abide in them, after the riſing of light, and its teſtimony, the 
Lord will not ſo bear with him; but will condemn him, and deal with him 
as a tranſgreſſor of that covenant, wherein life and peace with him is wit- 
neſſed . „ ee 
Therefore, in all things that concern God, whether in reading the ſcrip- 
tures, praying, or obſerving any thing ye call duties and ordinances; Oh! 
that ye would approve yourſelves Chriſtians indeed, waiting to know your 
guide and leader, and the true limits which are ſet by God; that ye mai 
ſerve him in the true faith, Spirit, and underſtanding, even in that which 
God knoweth to be ſo, and not in that which ye may falſly account ſo! For 
mark; if ye be Chriſtians, are ye not in Chriſt, and is not Chriſt in you? 
And are ye not to feel his life, and the guidance of his Spirit, ſo as ye may 
live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, read in the Spitit, i In 
the Spirit, believe in the Spirit, worſhip in the Spirit, and in the holy un- 
derſtanding of his truth, which is of him? oe fa ne N ry I I 520 
He that would be right in religion, muſt, have a right beginning, - How 
is that? He muſt begin in the Spirit: his Knowledge, his faith, his lone. 


. e, — 
peace, his joy, his rig 18 8, his c. muſt 
bin "gt beds 1 muſt come out of his on ſpirit, his own. wiſdom, the 
counſels and thoughts of his own heart; and wait on him, "who. Wee 
the work of regeneration and life in the hearrtt. | 

And he muſt afterwards diligently watch againſt that. ſpirit and idem 
from which the Lord hath led him, that it at no time again enter him; 
for it will be ſtriving to lead him out of the way, with likeneſſes, and falſe 
images of things, with knowledge falſly fo called, with a faith which is not 
truly of God, nor of the ſame nature with that which he firſt felt; with 
falle hopes; falſe fears, falſe joys, a falſe. righteouſneſs and holineſs, which 
are not Chriſt's, nor according to the ſcriptures z. but only ſuch as he appre- 
hends to be ſo. For a man, who once taſted the truth, and in ſome mea- 
ſure judged aright, may afterwards err in his palate and judgment; and 
then take the wrong for the true, not keeping co that, hw being now in 
that, which formerly gave him the true- reliſh. 

Now, he that would meet with the true religion, the religion of the go 
pel, muſt meet with the power, receive the power, believe, dwell, and act 
in the power. For Chriſt was made a king, prieſt, and prophet, not after 
the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endleſs life: 
and his covenant is not like the old, in word or letter; but in 10 ſame 
power and life wherein the prieſts were made miniſters. 

So the knowledge here, the faith here, the hope here, Sc. are not lite- 
ral, but living. He that receiveth this knowledge, receiveth living know- 
ledge. This faich gives victory over unbelief, and over that ſpirit whoſe 
ſtrength lies in unbelief. This hope purifies the heart even as he is pure. 
And he that receiveth the righteouſneſs of this covenant, receiveth a vi 
garment, which hath power in it over death and unrighteouſneſs. The 
beginning of this religion, of this power and holy inward: covenant, is 
ſweet; but the pure progreſs and going on of it much more pleaſant, as 
the Lord gives to feel the growth and ſweet living freſhneſs-of it; not- 
withſtanding the temptations, fears, troubles, trials, oppoſitions, and great 
dangers, both within and without, which the life (which was at firſt turned 
to) being ſtill kept to, by the power which is from it, and through the 
faith which is in it, in its own ſeaſons and way of its own wiſdom overcomes, 
giving the ſoul that is diligent and faithful to witneſs, that all its ways are 
Plegſantneſt, and its paths peace; yea, the very yoke is eaſy and the burden 
ligbt, when the mind and will is changed by the power, and r and 
aſſiſted by the Lord in its ſubjection to the power. 

So the Lord God of tender mercies (who pitieth the miſerable d err- 
ing out of the way, eſpecially thoſe in whom be hath begot deſires after 
himſelf) remove the ſtumbling- blocks, and lead the wandering Jews (who 
are entangled in their own thoughts and reaſonings about the letter) into 
that which is of himſelf in them, which is Spirit and dife, and was before 
the letter, and - excells. * letter 1 8 its diſpenſation) in glory; and is to 


remain 


of true ſonſnip is witneſſed, therefore God pours out the Spirit of his Son 
upon theſe; and then the Spirit being received, which is above the letter, 
a life is to be felt and lived in beyond words; even that which the good 
words lead ta, and end aß e WONT Cot 0 RITES 


And here the truth, ſweetneſs, and fulnefs of words is known, felt, and 
wineſſed, even in that which comprehends them, and gives them their due 
weight and meaſure. Nor can any poſſibly underſtand the words of the 
Spirit, but he that is in the Spirit; and then he knows the place of the 
words, which came from the Spirit, and of the Spirit from whom the 
words came. And this is precious; but not to be witneſſed 9 the wiſe 
diſputer, but by the ſerious traveller, who firſt is broken and daſhed to pieces 
in his own wiſdom, and then afterwards healed, led, and guided by the eter- 
nal Spirit of wiſdom, which is the ſure and unerring gan W 

The Spirit of God knoweth the things of God, and the ſtates of per- 
ſons, and what is proper or improper for them: he knew what was proper 
for the Jews under the law and prophets, what was proper for them in 
Egypt, what in the Wilderneſs, what in Canaan, and what in their ſeveral 
diſperſions and captivities; for the diſciples, in the days of Chriſt's appear- 
ance in fleſh, for the churches in the days of the apoſtles, for the witneſſes 
and mourners in the times of the apoſtaſy, and for thoſe who by his power 
are raiſed up, and delivered out of the apoſtaſy. | e 4 

And the Spirit of the Lord doth not only know the ſtate thus in gene- 
ral, but likewiſe every fouls particular ſtate, and how to apply things to its 
ſtate. There are ſome newly quickened, newly come out of the dark neſs. 
There are ſeveral ſtates and degrees of growth; there is a tempted: ſtare, a 
wandering ſtate, a back-fliding ſtate, a ſhaken ftate, an eſtabliſhed ſtate, 
Sc. Now there is ſomewhat proper to every one according to his ftate, 

which the Spirit of the Lord knows; and thoſe who are called out by him, 
to miniſter in his name and power, know alſo, as his Spirit lealiih to 
teach them, and make manifeſt to them. All truths are not proper to every 


ſtate, nor all remedies to every diſeaſe. Chriſt had many things to teach 
You. II. 2 222 
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nid ſay to his diſciples which they were not able to beat 
reading the riprures, though be ſhould underſtand rhe | crux 
reads yet he is apt to miſupply things,” as to himſelf or othets, 

Lord guide and help him. - He is apt to apply that to him, Which belongs 
not to him; and thruſt that from him, which belongs to him. 
Thus may a man eaſily err and wander, from error to error, and roi and 
wear out himſelf in his ſeveral apprehenſions, ways, and practices (think- 
ing he doth as he ought, and as God: requires of him, according to the 

that, whi ns the ſcriptures aright, and gives the right uſe of them. 
= fades wait on the Lord to feel —— from him, through a 
meaſure of his life revealed, and the mind gathered into, and purged 
thereby; and then wait for the Spirit's appearing to thee in this meaſure; 
further quickening, puritying, guiding thee, and manifeſting his truth 
therein to thee, — 15 g as he ſees thy need, eſtate, and condition to re- 
8 And thus thou wilt be like a child, living not upon a wiſdom, of thy 
own, but upon thy Father's wiſdom, and not gathering a knowledge ac- 
cording to thy own will, and into thy own comprehenſion ; but receiving 
it as a gift daily from the hands of the Father, and ſo thou ſhalt always 
have it freſh and living, and ſafe for thy uſe ; whereas that, whilſt thou 
keepeſt in thy comprehenſion, and canſt run to when thou liſteſt, and make 
uſe of when thou liſteſt, putrifies, and yields but corrupt nouriſhment ; feed- 
ing not the living, but the dead in thee; and fo thy very knowledge cor- 
rupts thy mind, and brings it into death; and thou haſt only ſuch a 
knowledge as may be held in the dead part, and fo liveſt and walkeſt as 
man may live and walk, without the pure life and preſence of God. 

So this is the anſwer which was in my heart (and indeed ſprang up in 
me, as the queſtion was laid before me in ſpirit). In the true meaſure of 
life, which is from God, and one with him, the ſcriptures are rightly read 
and underſtood, in the will of God, by him that doth it in the holy under- 
ſtanding which comes from him: not in a man's own will or underſtand- 
ing; for he cannot underſtand what ſcriptures he will, or when he will, or 
as he will; but he muſt wait on him who hath the key, who underftandeth 
what is fit and proper for him, to know, or not to know; and fo openeth 
or ſhutteth in his eternal pleaſure, and according to his eternal wiſdom ; 
and what he openeth to thee, that is proper for thee to know; and what he 
ſhutteth from thee, that is proper tor thee (as yet) not to know; but to 
wait the times and ſeaſons of things, which are in the Father's hand. And 
ſo, what the Lord reveals not to thee, that is yet a ſecret with him, as to 
thee; but what he reveals to thee, that is thine in his fear and counſel to 
feed on, and make uſe of. | x 

So here, in the gathering of life, in the holy building, there is a holy 
order and wiſdom from the Moſt High, wherein every one waits on _ 
| : | | - Maſter, 
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A few Words to ſuch as Complain for Want of Power. 
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| many as received him, to them gave he power (not only to ſtand againſt 
in, but) to become the ſons of God; he did ſo formerly, and he doth fo. ſtill. 
And they that are true Jews, born after the Spirit, truly circumciſed, and 
are indeed come to Mount Sion, and the heavenly Jeruſalem inwardly ; 
feed” on God's holy mountain, and dwell in his holy city, in the build- 
ing that is from above, for the birth which is from above, There is no com- 
Plaining in the ſtreets of this city, but what God requireth is! performed; 
and what God promiſeth to his, is enjoyed there; according to the ſeveral 
ſtates and conditions of each, and according to the ability which is given in 
the new covenant, where God fulfilleth the good pleaſure of his gaodneſs, 
and the work of faith with power, in the hearts of his daily. Everlaſting 
praiſes and honour to his name. = LL 1 of 
Oh! the precious name of Jeſus, in which the ſpirits of the redeemed 
meet, in which name is power; and he who is the arm and power of God, 
is in the midſt of them. : enn HEHE * 
They who receive him who is the power, who is a ſpiritual vine and 
olive-tree to all his, who yields daily of the living ſap and virtue to them 
(wherein there is power); how can they want power? Or how can they but 
pre the Lord, who daily miniſters unto them of the power of the end- 
eſs life ? When the holy life and power ſprings, and 1s felt, praiſes to the 
Lord cannot but ſpring with it. | 8 


So that it concerns all people ſeriouſly to conſider, whether the reaſon 
why they have not power, be not becauſe they do not receive Chriſt, who 
hath all power in heaven and earth given to him. For many talk of Chriſt, 
but few come to him in the Father's drawings; ſo will not receive him; like 
the Jews who waited for his appearance, and yet rejected him when he 
came. 7 | | 
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Bs feceive Chriſt, for he is the ſame that ever he was. To as 
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ISAAC PENING TON. 


SOMEWHAT 


SOME WHAT-REUATING TO 


CHURCH- GOVERNMENT 


I a I BABRIN THE Gf ho 


44. * 1 


Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs, and Bleſſed Effects © 


the True ChuRch- GOVERNMENT, are here and 


chere hinted at; and this Clearly manifeſted, =, | 


Fg”: #4 


That the Authority and Power of. CurisT's, Spirit in his Church, 


* no uſurped or Antichriſtian Authority, nor contrary to 
the True Light and Liberty of any particular Mem- Fj 
dare but a 8 and Preſerver of ij. 
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pen loike Paſſages; in a late Book, Intituled, 66 Anti- : 
1 chriſt” 8 Transformations within, « diſcovered 4: 4 
WHEREIN, THE. mMn 


A Tune is made manifeſt, A 0 1 * 
within cleared from his falſe Imputations and Fretenees to it. 


*% 
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Witten l in Obedience to him that i is True; "who. hath given a certain Teſti-. 
mony againſt him that is Falſe, to very many in this his Day; and, 


among others, to me alſo; whom he hath pleaſed to gather * own: 
among his Children and Servants in Truth, - 


ISAAC PENING TON. 


For Ged is 2 the py of confu ifs, but of rote, as in al BA of Oe „ 1 0 OR. 


xiv. 


33+ 
For what have 1 to do, to judge them 40% that are without ? Do not he judge them that a are with= 
in? 1'Cos. v. 12. 


The government fall be ger his ſolder, &c. Of the increaſe Ow governnent and peace, no * 
end, &c. Is A. ix. 6, 


Woe unto the world, bad e of offences for it it muſt needs bs thet offences come: ut aue to; that... 
man, by whom the offence cometh ! ATT. xviii. 7 


For there muſt fo alſo herefies my you ; that 1 which are approved may be made manifef | 
among you, OR. X1. 19 . 


Alſo 5 your 3 og — ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe. things, to draw 4 — diſciples, after, 


them. ACTS xx. 3O. 
Fer nat he that cortmendeth himſelf is approved; but whom the Lord commendeth. 2 Cor. x. 18. 
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Y T hath pleaſed God, in theſe our days, to cauſe his true light to ſhine 
forth out of darkneſs. Oh I everlaſtingly bleſſed be his name! He 
th laid the foundation of life in many hearts, and gathered his once de- 
folate people into families and churches ; and hath been with them, and is 
with. them, dwelling among them, - preſerving them, building up Sion more 
and more, and cauſing his glory more N to appear therein. The 
living God hath made us a living people, and honoureth us with his living 
preſence, and with the daily ma latin of his pure power. Oh} glory, 
glory, is ſounded t him, in kig aus ſpringing. life, in the hearce of bis 
children, day. by day. 1 ee] e 
But the enemy of God and his appearance, hath wrought againſt his 
power and work many ways, and hath endeavoured to ſtop the gathering 
to the light and building up, not only by outward force, but al by all 
the devices and myſterious workings he could invent. But bleſſed be the 
Lord, who hath appeared againſt them all, and preſerved his remnant from 
them all; though ſome that have not watched and lain low, but being ſoar- 
ing high, in that part where the ſnare is laid and takes, have ftumbled and 
fallen. Yet truth ſtands, and the gathering in the truth ſtands; and the 
life which God hath raiſed, and to which he hath given dominion, reigns; 
and much is ſubdued, and the Lord is going on to ſubdue more and more 
under it daily, in the hearts of ſuch as ſenſibly and livingly, and not no- 
tionally and in a dead formal way, wait upon him and worſhip him. 
Now, the foreſt and moſt miſchievous way of oppoſing truth, is by pre- 
tending to it. Who could more advantageouſly or readily betray Chriſt, 
than an apoſtle of Chriſt ? And who can be fitter to undermine the light, 
than he who in words cries it up; and yet is departed from it, and ſecretly 
fights againſt it, and would bring forth, propagate, and ſet up an hideous, 
monſtrous, comprehenſive kind of knowledge (which is contrary to it, and 
cannot conſiſt with it) in the name of it? Ms . 1 | 
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Ah! that this perſon, who now agaiflt the truth, and the church 
and miniſtry which is in and of the * v5 but what he pretends to 
be! For then I ſhould gladly have received his teſtimony, and not have 
reſtimonics...thereof,.... He-- — — ä — 
and antichriſt, I confeſs his work comes from one ef them, even anti- 
chriſt, who would deſtroy Chriſt's work, kingdom, and building, and the 
miniſtry which he makes uſe of, both to plant, water, and build up but 
not from that Chriſt who hath gathere a church to himſelf, and is with the 
church which he hath gathered, and bleſſeth the church which he hath 
ahne a owneth —— in their aſſemblings, and in their a lr 


whick ng and teſtimony; will ſtandz when the diſowning, and falſe t 
monies Ades File were foie ; will fall, and end in their own 


row and 1 
2 I have here written, I have written in an holy L in the 
and 1 TE, of truth, with true love to ſouls; ye eveh < 
A is bien g ae dae the f Per 
Spirit, c its ts holy teffiriony, and would fain exalt his critical . 
notions, el the pin Sr and evidence of truth, in the hearts of 


Garde Lord bring down the Kingilon sf Girlie, and 2h his och KI 
The 1gdom cxalt own king- 
4 e the hire of men hr tr hone 


dom in the 
ee re Hip 
it; bo againlt the life, 1 1 foe e th Ln, a - 

nnn Wo r oo iv 


2 : n 7 ern Ar 
"et N 1 r fy + Iggingen ET F 4d 9 ns n 
wb > V. wes, * 3 * w # * * "= 2 0 
Wo j 4 : | 25 rn 1 1 
4 214 of £ — · * EE 1 9 A* ; Þ 2 . 1 3 : : 4 7 a+ 8 I „ - . 
ir OT PODS TDN 3 F$- 57 44% 1 0 ' wy 
Þ ti 7 2 4 V 8 1 | «fp uf f ' 8 
! + "3 1 A * 
1 The 1 \ $3,508 1111 en ef of 
h " 1 > 
2 . 5 5 ER ; ; 4.4 oh T: „ 
4 ** 7 das 4 < 31 4 7 L * | Ws FT 73 * i - 8 WY | 15 N "7 = 3} * 0 7 x A 1:15 a 1 LY n £3 TY; ” ** * 4. 
'S | * 2 , 
7 * * z . - 14 1 , + %* 
4 g 5 + >> £ : 185 9 : * . 4 4 
an Atti 5 100 ölen $5.4 * pf! . SERA Þ F N 
114 þ %. 4 : 9 f N 1 > 4 25%. ; 
4 ' 5 " 4 1 144. . irn þ 9141 1 
r Ts on oe 1 TER; WG 166277 1 1 42 
a 0 \ -— "VF "7 73, 
| : + 3 p 7 " FEI 4 _ > 5 I * ">. 4 1 4 : A 33 ; ** b, of 4 k ** * 1 4 
Dutes SAM in 11 1 ee $37 425 1 5. 44 r A is 74 Mis. 


i 7 * _ EOS "0 5 - 5 
EA 1 


1 21 2 he x 4214 3 Tu Ju 
4 * 4 ' a 1 — 4 : ## 22 H 
S097 > 6 SÞ9f to 51.51 $5 bt a: e 2 0 i iir an i. l az WIL 


10t Din van et: M089 G47 t Weid $413, Ar 4 37, Þ 211 
g I | Hass 4F 306 yviizags 
' _ Anode 10 r eonon on Hag gig of! 2 wo 
| 70 292 10 wit Tis 24.245 {438 SOFT? bot. 103 Of v.35 G3}, gala 
Anil Sd Duft og o 10 d na Od. b A 7 ft 20: es Nh — 
151 b 3 abit br ird 1457 has qu M £9199 bow i Ol 21 ned? 
t AC n 35) ng SR qo] ie n bluow hai ii ERR 2g; 
OY 1 «} <2 law oOnd in ban 4 Sviiddd-190m9% % a. 


REMARKS 


£ $ >= : * . 1 ö 4s . i "i 170 4 
> 1 = 7 4 4 8 o * 19 1 : 4 2 
1e v3 21 
110 9 
o * 
nf * a . 
ES ' erf 
4 111.3 * . 


a 


” * 
. . F 
* . of: . 

: 3 ; 12 . ER i 
y 4 P 3 g 
®;z. "NS - 41 . 8 : $> +4 & 44 4 K 4 ek - 3 ; 0 F * I y * 5 o 6 
1 * A : 
y 4 3 * — > 5 5 ye * hes n 8 4 
* G — 
* N 
8 ILY * 
E 


Upon ſome Paſſages in a late Boox, intituled 


ANTICHRIsT's Transformation s Within, &c. 


HH firſt thing that I ſhall obſerve is, That he doth deny that man. 
FF +Hath any rule, power, dominion, government, or authority, either given 
22 or committed to bim from the Lord, as pertaining to the conſcience in 
%%% 

| Remark, God ſent Chriſt into the world, and he gave him power and au- 
thority in his name to do whatever he required of him. And Chrift ſends 
his ſervants and miniſters into the world, as ſheep among wolves, and he. 
gives them power and authority to do whatever he requires of them, and 
which he expects from them, and would have done by them. And their 
work relates to the conſcience, and to the worſhip of God ; and their power 
and authority extends thither, where their work hes. They are ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, and they have power and authority in Chriſt's ſtead to beſeech 
men to be reconciled to God. For as Chriſt came in his Father's name, to 
fulfil the work which the Father gave him to do, ſo they come in Chriſt's 
name, to fulfil the work which he gives them to do. They have power to 
feed the flock; they have power to watch over them; they have power to 
build up in that which is good; and they have power and authority to teſtify 
againſt and hammer down that which is evil; they have power to reprove; 
they have power and authority to viſit with a ſpirit of meekneſs, and power 
to come with God's rod, yea, with his ſword, and to ſmite that with it 
which riſeth up againſt the truth, againſt the life, againſt the Spirit, againſt 
the holy way and work of the Lord, and holy order and government of his 
Truth and Spirit. | . 

That Chriſt hath ſent forth his ſervants, his miniſters, his ambaſſadors, 
about things relating to the conſcience, is ſo manifeſt, that it cannot be 
denied. But that kd bach ſent them forth with power and authority in things 
pertaining to the conſcience, relating to the worſhip of God, that this man 
denies ; but all that have received the truth, hold the truth, and keep the 
truth, cannot but acknowledge it 1 A 


Now 
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Now the reaſon he gives why he denies man any rule, pane; 2 


pertaining to the — in things relating to the worſhip g 


men, &c. TE 5 

Rem. erde e e e te 
him that is freely grahtd. Bur/the queſtipn is, whet 8 
given of this power to is children, and his ſervants and miniſters, $*his 
Father gave of it unto him? Doth not he give power to as many as believe 
in his name to become ſons of God ? Did not he make his apoſtles able mi- 
niſters of the new covenant, in the Spirit and power wich he gave them? 
| All-power is given me in beaven and in earth, ſaid Chriſt, Matt, xxvili. 18. 
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, &c: ver. 19.; but wait at Jeruſalem for 
the power firſt, Ads i. 8. So when the _ came upon them, it led 
them forth in their work, and they had powe ather, and power ta build 
UP, and: power to govern and watch over „ foe of God, over which the 

oly Ghoſt had made them overſeers, As xx. 28. And Paul ſpeak 8 
the power the Lord had given him to uſe ſharpneſs, even againſt the 
that church of Corinth, who would not be ſubject to him in that which he 
had received from the. Lord, 2 Cor. xiii. 10. But this power was to edifica- 
tion, but not to deſtruction. For though he had power from Chriſt the 
Lord, and did by that Spirit, and in that power, deliver Hymenevus and 
Alexander unto atan; yet it was not that they ſhould be deſtroyed, by the 
Devil, but that, by feeling themſelves. out of the truth, and under the do- 
minion of a wrong ſpirit, they might come to true ſenſe and underſtanding, 
and learn not to blaſpheme the truth, nor the dignities whom God hath 
made honourable in the truth, 1 Tim. i. 20. And not the apoſtle only, 
but the church of Corinth, had a ſhare in the ſame power; and therefore 
the apoſtle, knowing what was given and committed to them, exhorts them, 
that in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when they were gathered toge- 
ther, and his Spirit, with the power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to deliver ſuch 
an one to Satan: but this was not for deſtruction, to deſtroy the ſoul; but 
to bring it back into a ſtate of edification and ſalvation, which now, by de- 
parting from the truth, it was gone from. It was indeed for the deſtruction 
of the fleſh, but not of the ſpirit; but that the Oy might be en in che 
day of the Lord Jeſus, 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 

Secondly, The next thing I ſhall ; En is this: be ſaith, There i is 0 1 glory 
o be given to man, although he be born of the light. 

Rem. That glory and honour is to be given to man, which God gives 
to man, who hath ſaid, Them tbat honour me, I wall. bongur ;, and; they thet 
deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly efteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. He: that brings his deeds 
to the light, they being juſtified and approved there, he hath honour in 

the light. His deeds being made manifeſt that they are, wrought in God, 
that is honour enough for him, Fobn iii. 21, The children of light ſeek 
Vol. II. A for 
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for glory, and honour, and immortality, and eternal life; and that glory 
and honour they have, and eternal life from God, Rows. ii. 7. They ſeek 
not the honour that is from men, but the honour that cometh from God 
only, John v. 44. the honour in the truth, in the life, in the power, which 
God gives them in the hearts of all that are truly ſenſible and living. For 
hondũring the Lord and his truth, how can I but honour thoſe that are ho- 
nourable in his eye, and who are glorious in his truth! For indeed the 
children of light, the tender, the humble, the contrite and broken- hearted 
ones, are glorious in his eye, and the. Lord doth exalt them in due time; 
for after the true humility, and in the true humility, they come to partake 
of the true honour, '1 Pet. v. 5, 6. And ſo every true Jew, every true ſer- 
vant, every faithful ſteward, every true miniſter, that is faithful in the uſe 
of his gift and talent, hath praiſe of God, Rom. ii. 29.; and they that are 
of God, honour thoſe whom God honours, glorifying the Lord for them, 
and honouring them in the Lord, 2 Cor. vin. 18. Oh! how could this 
man ſay, there is no glory to be given to man, though he be born of the 
light, When-as the king's daughter is all glorious within, and man in that 
birth is nothing but glorious in the eye of the Lord! Man, having ſinned, 
fell ſhort of the glory of God; but coming out af ſin, cometh into the 
glory again, and is daily more and more changed into the glorious image 
of the Son, from glory to glory, Sc. 2 Cor. iii. 18. The aim of God is 
to bring many ſons to glory, Heb. ii. 10.; and as they come out of dark- 
neſs and ſin into light and holineſs, they come into the glory, and are in the 
glory. Is it not their glory in the Lord, and in his light, to be owned and 
acknowledged by them that are one with them in the ſame light? They 
who love God, and honour God, cannot but love them, and honour 
them, who are begotten by him, and who are in an eſpecial manner 
made uſe of by him in his Service, for the good of ſouls, and for the 
preſervation and building up of the church. The apoſtle ſpeaks of 
double honour to be given to the elders that rule well, eſpecially they 
who labour in the Word and doctrine, and would (from the Spirit of 
God) have them counted worthy of it, 1 Tim. v. 17. How far is this man 
from the apoſtle's mind, who would have no glory given to any man, 
no not to the children of light, nor miniſters in the light, who in the apoſtles 
days were the glory of Chriſt! 2 Cor. viii. 23. Yea, the juſt that live by 
faith in Chriſt, and are gathered by him out of Satan's kingdom into his 
ſpiritual kingdom, and walk in the light, as God is in the light, there light 
doth ſhine in them, and they do ſhine as the ſun in the firmament; and 
they that are honoured by the Lord to turn many to righteouſneſs, do ſhine 
as ſtars: and though one ſtar differs from another in glory; yet all that 
come into the true nature and heavenly image of the Son, do come into a 
| meaſure of the true glory, and have ſome of the glory given them which 
God gave to Chriſt; and in that are glorious, partaking of his Spirit, king- 
| dom, 
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dom, power, and holy dominion over ſin and Satan, all which is truly glo- 
rious, Jobn xvii. 22. n to | by 4 


7 


_ Thirdly, The third thing I ſhall obſerve is this: be faith, All 1 f0 be given 


to Chriſt, the light in man, unto whom alone it doth belong, who is the true mini- 


fter, and hath power in himſelf to teach all the ſons and daughters of men, &c. 


Rem. That Chriſt is the true miniſter, that is not denied; but doth not 


Chriſt, who is the true miniſter in the power of the endleſs life, ſend forth 
diſciples and ambaſſadors in the ſame power, and make them, through his Spi- 
rit and power, able miniſters of the NewTeſtament? And they that hear them, 
do they not hear Chrilt ? And they that deſpiſe or deny them, do they not 
deſpiſe or deny Chriſt ? And doth not Chriſt ſay to the ſeventy diſciples, He 
that heareth you, heareth me; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he 
that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me? Luke x. 16. It is antichriſt that 
ſo vainly pretends to ſet up Chriſt, or his light, or Spirit, or power, as to 
deny thoſe that are ſent of him, and miniſter in his name. As man is in 
the fall, he is corrupt, and his works are out of God, and he is there to 
be denied, ceaſed from, and not accounted of; but in the reſtoration, in 
union and fellowſhip with the Lord, he is a worker together with God, and 
is there to be owned, and hath a ſhare in miniſtring out of the heavenly 
treaſure that dwells in him. So Chriſt was the great Miniſter, who had 
the fullneſs ; and they that have gifts from him for the work of the mini- 
ſtry, and who miniſter in and from the gift, and in that are able and. faith- 
ful, are eſteemed and accounted as miniſters by him. So faith the apoſtle, 
As every man hath received the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as 
good ſtewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man ſpeał, let him ſpeak as 
. the oracles of God; if any man miniſter, let him do it as of the ability which God 

giveth , that God in all tbings may be glorified through Feſus Chriſt, to whom be 
praiſe and dominion for ever and ever, Amen, 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11, And Paul 
ſaith, he was made a miniſter of. the goſpel according to the gift of the grace 
of God given unto him, by the effectual working of his power, Epheſ. iii. 7. 


Now the gift is given, not to thoſe that are wile after the fleſh (unleſs that 


wiſdom is firſt broken); but to ſuch as are mean, poor, weak, low, or 
ſome way or other contemptible in the eye of man's wiſdom, and eaſy to be 
diſregarded and deſpiſed by men. Yea, it is hard to deſpiſe the man whom 
God ſends, without deſpiſing his gift in him; and the gift cannot be de- 
ſpiſed or rejected, without deſpiſing or rejecting him that gave it; as the 
apoſtle told the church of the Theſſalonians, he that deſpiſed or rejected, 
deſpiſed or rejected not man, but God (who gives his Holy Spirit to them 

whom he ſends forth to miniſter in his name), 1 Theſſ. iv. 8. He had been 
beſeeching and exhorting the brethren by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that as 
they had received of them how they ought to walk, and to pleaſe God, ſo 
they would abound more and more. For ye. know, ſaid. he, what command- 
ments we gave you-by the Lord Fejus Chriſt... Mark : the, apoſtle. did not only 
turn them to the Word of life and power in themſelves ;- but did give them 
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commandments from the Word of life in him, and they received of them 
whom Chriſt ſent torth, how they ought to walk, Se. ver. 1, 2. And life 
hath not loſt any of its authority; but the power may teach and command 
others through any veſſel when it pleafeth ; and they that are the true ſheep, 
know the voice of the true Shepherd, ſpeaking either in their own. hearts, 
or through any other inſtrument unto them. And the voice of wiſdom in 
any, is in every age ſtill heard and juſtified of her children; and he that is 
of God heareth his voice, in thoſe whom he ſends in this age, as well as in 
former ages; and he that is not of God heareth not his voice z and hereby 
the Spirit of truth and ſpirit of error 1s known in this, as well as in former 
ages, 1 John iv. 6. | why TID Dae, 
Fourthly, The fourth paſſage I ſhall take notice of, is in theſe words: 
Wherefore, laid he, whoſoever doth exalt Chriſt the light, who is the true Mi- 
niſter, before themſelves, by Chriſt the light within ſhall thoſe be exalted. 
Neem. This is very different from what went before: for before he de- 
nied all glory and exaltation at all to man, although he be born of the light; 
here he ſpeaks of exalting Chriſt, the true miniſter, before themſelves; 
which doubtleſs every true miniſter, and every child of light, cannot but 
do; and herein he confeſſeth they ſhall be exalted by Chriſt the light. 
Then glory is given to them; and he that ſees them thus exalted by the 
light, cannot but eſteem them, as ſo honoured and exalted by Chriſt, and give 
them that glory which Chriſt hath given them. And happy would it be 
with this man, could he ſee the true church, which God hath brought out 
of the Wilderneſs, and beautified and gloriouſly built up to a great height; 
and the elders and miniſters whom he preſerveth, and is with, and makes 
ule of in his ſervice, and give them in his heart the honour and glory 
which God had glorified them with. But that he cannot do, till he come 
out of Babylon, and out of that dark and confuſed ſpirit wherein he wrote 
theſe things, into that light and holy Spirit of truth, which diſcovers what 
they are (to thoſe that are in the truth), and condemns the ground and root 
out of which they ſprang. N 
Fifthly, The next thing to be obſerved by me is this: He Jayeth it down 
as his judgment, faith, and belief, that whatever is written to the churches, 
ought to be written from God's infallible Spirit, and the Word of eternal 
life; wherein I am one with him: for what good can any thing do the 
living, but what comes from life, and from God's infallible Spirit, which 
alone is able rightly to exhort, adviſe, admoniſh, warn, and build up the 
ſpiritual? But his inference thereupon is that which is before me to take 
notice of. M Perefore, faith he, your paper to the churches is not to be owned 
y the churches, inaſmuch as it was written from a fight, or @ ſenſe, and from 
the ſenſible part, and not in and from the Spirit of Revelation. 

Rem. God hath, in his holy church and living people, opened the eye 
that was once blind, and daily anointeth that eye, giving a true ſight, and 
in the ſpringings of life giveth a true ſenſe ; and that which giveth this, . the 
e pirit 
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Spirit of revelation ; and what is written in this, fight and ſenſe, is wrirtett 
from the Spirit of revelation. And the called people of the Lord Wait upon | 
the Lord, that they may be kept in this fight, ſenſe, and Spirit, in what 
they do at all times; but more eſpecially; when they confider of things 
relating to the churches, even to the welfare, holy order, and peace thereof, 
that God's Spirit may have its ſcope every- where, and N C8 have 
place in the;churches of Chriſt. And though every one be nt an eye and 
_ ear-witneſs of what is to be conſidered of for the good of the churches ; yet 
every one waits to feel things in the opening and ſpringing life, and in that 
to ſpeak, conſider, or «Figs have often ſeen the carriage of things after this 
manner, to the joy of my heart, and cauſing of my ſoul livingly to blefs 
the Lord for it; and therefore may I, yea ought I, now thus to ſpeak this 
teſtimony, which the Lord hath livingly given me, being at this time re- 
quired of me. Oh! that men knew the ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity of our 
ſpirits before the Lord, in our conſidering things relating to his church, 
and how we retire out of man's wiſdom (affectionate part, and comprehend- 
ing part, as he ſpeaks) to feel the ſpringing life, and God's holy guidance 
there; and how the Lord doth ſatisfy bleſs us with it! So that we can 
ſay, in truth and uprightneſs of heart, not we (as men) of ourſelves do 
things on truth's account; but he on whoſe ſhoulders God hath laid the 
government rules and reigns among us; and things are ordered by his 
counſel and wiſdom to his praiſe. And the peace and comfort of God's 
Spirit remains with us, in the midſt of all the reproaches and oppoſitions 
we meet with from that evil ſpirit, which envieth and oppoſeth us many 
ways. This one word more is with me, as to this particular : God hath 
given, believers, his church, ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil; 
and thoſe ſenfes are not without the true life and Spirit, and every motion 
and action of them is in that life, and in that Spirit. | | 
And whereas he further ſaith : Whatſoever is written, declared, or given 
forth, in the fight, or in the ſenſe, or from the ſenſible part, it is not to be 
owned , for the ſenſible part is that which hath been in the tranſgreſſion with the 
woman, GC. | Id; ES 5 
Rem. Herein he is greatly miſtaken : for friends in truth do not ſpeak, 
or write, or admoniſh, or reprove, or give warning from that part; bur 
from the ſight and ſenſe which God gives to his own birth ; and it is the 
Spirit of God that gives both the ſight and ſenſe, and ſpeaks through them; 
and thoſe whoſe ears are circumciſed and opened know the voice, and give 
glory to God, and are obedient to his Spirit, when it gives advice and 
warning through any; which thoſe that are in the comprehending' part, 
and conſider and judge in that, cannot have the ſenſe f. 
Sixthly, He faith, Antichriſt will bring a veil over the underſtanding of men 
and women, aud yet they, for the preſent, cannot perceive it. 285 


F + 


Rem. This is very true. I would he and others, who are veiled by an- 
tichriſt, did ſee it; for then he would not eſteem thôſe veiled whom the 
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Lord hath unveiled, nor attribute theſe ſayings of his, and this his book, 
to the light within, which thoſe whom the Lord hath unveiled, and keepeth 
unveiled, in his pure Spirit and quickening life, know to have come from 

the darkneſs within, and not ftom the true light; but the true eye, in the 
truly living, fees through it, and hath no union with it; but returns it back 
thicher, from whence it came. Oh! how deeply doth antichriſt blind and 
deceive men; that that which is their own ſtate, they cannot ſee to be fo! 
But apply it to others, whoſe ſtate it is not, and fo juſtify themſelves in 
that wherein God condemns them, and condemn others in that wherein 
God juſtifieth them! This is ſad work, and will have a fad iſſue ! t 
 Seventhly, He ſaith, There is an inviſible woman in every viſible man, and 
there is an inviſible man in every vifible woman; and the man Chriſt Feſns, who 
is the light of the world, bc is in them both, &c. | 5 
Rem. Is not he now in the notional and comprehending part, muddling 
himſelf and others (whoſe ears are open to him) about a woman in a man, 
and a man in a woman, and Chriſt in both? Whereas truth is a plain 
thing; which they that come to feel and abide in, feel and witneſs redemp- 
tion, and preſervation out of the comprehending part, and the dead no- 
tional knowledge thereof. | | 

Eighthly, He faith, He doth not own the judgment and opinion of thoſe mini- 
ſters, nor yet their ſuperiority, who ſay, he that is not juſtified by the witneſs of 
God in friends, is condemned by it in himſelf. | 8 

Rem. I ſhall not now argue that there are true miniſters, and that there 
is a true ſuperiority (ſome being greater and ſome leſs in the covenant and 
life of truth), which every one that heareth and learneth of the Father, and 
ſo is taught of God, will own: but to the thing itſelf. The witneſs of Gd 
is but one in all, and it condemns nothing but what is not of God; and 
what his witneſs in another condemns in me, his witneſs in me (whenever it 
ariſeth and ſpeaketh in me concerning that thing) cannot but condemn 
alſo. | | | 

It is true, as he ſaith, that uſtification is by Chriſt alone, who is the bead 
in every member, &c. 
| Rem. But Chriſt is in other members alſo, as well as in one; and his life 
hath power to judge and condemn ; and it judgeth and condemneth no- 
where, but that which is to be judged and condemned. So that where-ever 
Chriſt's life in any judgeth and condemneth any thing, that is judged and 
condemned by Chriſt. And the ſaints have power and authority in Chriſt, 
not only to judge and condemn the world, but alſo to judge and condemn 
fallen angels and ſpirits. To what end are they bid to try the ſpirits, if 
after they have tried them, they may not judge and condemn -what they 
find life and truth judging and condemning ? | 

Ninthly, He excepts againſt that paſſage in friends paper (as he recites it) 
that none are to miniſter, but thoſe that are reconciled to the church, and have 
be approbation of the elders. | ee on Jn 


Rem. 
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Kem. What is the end of miniſtering, but to gather out of the world 
into the church, or to build up the church? And are they fit to do either, 
who are not reconciled to the church? Or whom the Spirit, life, and p. wer 


in the church and elders hath not unity with? , 9 75 


. 


He further ſaith, That Gad was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf, 


* * 
* 


k / 
«> » 4 . 


and not to the church (ſaith he); he remembers no 185 ſcripture. Ty 
Rem. God added to the church ſuch as ſhould be ſaved; and were they 

not reconciled to it before they were added? And Chriſt ſaid, concerning 
that brother that would not hear the church; that he ſhould be'looked upon 


my : 


as an Heathen or a publican ; and are ſuch as will not be reconciled to the 
church, nor hear it, allowed by God to miniſter, , either to gather into the 
church, or to build up in it? Ah! ſurely it cannot be. There can be no 
true miniſtering out of the life and Spirit of the body, or church that is in 
God. And all ſuch as have thus gone out from God, in whom the church 
is, have miniſtered againſt the life, Spirit, and power, but not in it; but in 
antichriſt's ſpirit and power, and againſt the truth, oo 


. Y 7 


' Tenthly, He faith, Chriſt the light within, will not give Lr power and al. 


n 


 thorily out of his on band to am man or men; for unto him alone is all Judg- 


— 


ment in heaven and in earth committed in matters of conſciente. 
EKem. Is Chriſt's power given out of his hands, when his life and Spirit 
in one judgech concerning that which is evil and out of the truth in an- 
other? Doth not the ſpiritual man judge all things? Doth not Chriſt teach 
and enable him fo to do? Is there not ſuch a gift of his to diſcern ſpirits? 
Cannot the ear that is circumciſed, and kept open by the Lord, try ſpeeches 
and actions, and diſcern when they are out of the life, and when in the 
life? And doth he give the power and authority out of his own hands, in 
enabling them ſo to do? What dark expreſſions are theſe, and dead too; 
not ſo much as literally true? 1 | 


Eleventhly, He ſaith, Chriſt the light within is able to break, and be is alſo 
able to bind up that which he hath broken, and to heal that which he hath wound- 
2 | words 11 

Rem. And hath not Chriſt put a ſpiritual rod and ſword into the hands of 
his church and miniſtry, with which to ſmite and wound, as his Spirit 

guides and leads them? Have they not power both to bind and looſe as 
Chriſt ſauh? And is not this a wounding and healing virtue and power? 
After Chriſt had ſaid, Tell the church; but if he neglect to hear the' church, 
let him be unto tbee as an heathen man or @ publican; doth he not immediate] 
add, Verily I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound 
in beaven : and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall be lIooſed in heaven? 
Matt. xviii. 17, 18. Is not this power and authority neceſſary to the true 
church? What! a church, and not have power over her own members; hut 
every one left to the dictates of what they ſhall call the light within, and 
not be ſubject to the judgment of the true light, Spirit, and power of 
Chriii, the head in the lving body? What a church was this? A mere Jo 


bel, and heap of confuſion, a body that would never be at unity in itſelf. 
But God is the God of the, order of his own Spirit, life, and power; and 
not of ſuch confuſion. This doctrine may go for truth in lon, but 
can neyer be owned in God's Jeruſalem, where his Spirit did bulſd up and 
defends the buildings, and judgeth out all ſuch ſandy and windy doctrines, 
which are looſe and airy, and have not a ground or bottom in the truth. 
Twelfth, He ſaith, There is fallibility attends all thoſe, who are regenerat- 
ed, and born of the Spirit of God, who is light, and that it is Ppoffible for them 
to err from the light again, ke. pts Malt n 
Rem. He doth herein lay the ſtate of the truly regenerate and born of God 
lower than the ſcripture Jays it, The ſcripture fuck, Whoſotver is born of 
God, doth not commit fin; for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot ſin, be- 
cauſe be is born of God, 1 John il. 9. And again, We know that whoſorver 
Zs born of God ſinneth not; but be that is begotten of God keepeth himſelf, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not, chap. v. 18. F 
There is a gathering into the ſeed, and an abiding in the ſeed; and there 
the ſoul is in the ſtrong tower, and munition of rocks, where the enemy 
cannot reach. Adam in the fall was in a fallible ſtate. Is the renewed, the 
| redeemed ſtate as fallible? What ſtate is that wherein truth is fo natural, and 
the ſoul ſo one with it, that it can do nothing againſt the truth, but for the 
truth, as Paul ſpeaks? What ſtate is that, wherein men overcoming, ſhall 
become pillars in the houſe of God, and ſhall go no more out? Rev. iii. 
12. But let men be ever ſo fallible, the infallible Spirit and power is 
given to the church of God, to guide them in true underſtanding and judg- 
ment, eſpecially in all things that relate to and concern them as a body; 
and they that are of the truth, and in the truth, love the judgment of 
Chriſt the head in her; but they that are of another ſpirit, and would have 
liberty out of the truth, to the transforming nature and ſpirit, cannot abide 
it. What were my life in me, if it did not judge in me? And what were 
the church's life, if it did not judge in her, and condemn all that rifeth _ 
up from a contrary ſpirit and nature? What means that promiſe, Ja. liv. ' 
17. No weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every tongue that 
riſeth againſt thee in judgment, ſhalt thou condemn ? 8 
Yet he confeſſeth, That God is infallible, and that no fallibility attends 
bim; but denies the very regenerate and born of the Spirit to be infallible, and 
that it is poſſible for them to err from the light again; the enemy, which is 

the power of darkneſs, preſenting to them the fruit of the tree of knowledge, &c. 
Rem, If God be infallible, as he confeſſeth (though it is to be queſtioned, 
whether from any true knowledge of his nature, or only from the comprehen- 
ſion), and God beget children; into what doth he beget them? Whether 
into a fallible nature and ſpirit, or into his own nature and Spirit, the leaſt 
degree whereof is infallible ? When men are truly turned to God, there are 
great and precious promiſes made to them, which through faith, obedience, 
and diligence, they come to enjoy, whereby they are made partakers 4 the 
ine 


, | 1 . 1 85 I 2 
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divine nature, 2 Peter i. 4. And when they partake of the divine nature, 
do they partake of a nature that is fallible, or infallible? He that is joined 
to the Lord, is one Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17. And is that one Spirit a fallible, 
or infallible Spirit ? There is one baptiſm, where with the truly living are 
baptized; and doth that baptiſm waſh away that which is fallible or no? 


The church of Chriſt, the body of Chriſt, che ſpouſe of Chriſt, the chaſte 


virgin that is married to Chriſt, is one with Chriſt: is it one with him in 
fallibility, or in infallibility? Bear with" me; for I am conſtrained to ſpeak 
theſe things for truth's ſake, for the church's ſake; yea, for Chriſt's ſake, 
and for the ſakes of them who cry up the light within in words, and yet 
are deceived about it, and know it not; but are erred. from it, and have 
ſet up the darkneſs of antichriſt in their minds, inſtead of it, which with 
them goes for the true light; and in this they judge that which is true, as 
if it were falſe, and juſtify that which is falſe, as if it were true, both i 
themſelves and others; both which are an abomination to the Lord. 
Fe faith, There is à fallibil 


ity attends all thoſe that are regenerate, and born 
of the Spirit of God. An EI FILE TIFE (EC ITN ; „r var 


Rem. What all? Thoſe that come to the higheſt pitch, and greateſt 
growth, can they not paſs fallibility, and arrive at infallibility in a meaſure, 
and abide in it? To be regenerated and born of God, is an high ſtate; it 
is not for every notioniſt and comprehender to be talking what is experi- 
enced there. There is a regenerating, and a being regenerated. There 
is a following Chriſt in the regeneration, and there is a conformity to him 
in his death, and in his life too. It is not good for him to be ſpeaking 
much concerning that ſtate, but rather to wait to be led into it, and to ar- 
rive at it in the true travel. But how he that is regenerated is one with 
Chriſt (and is in the meaſure as he is) is hard to be known, and harder 
to be uttered. But he that is in this ſtate, hath witneſſed the holy calling, 
and faithfulneſs to him that called, and the election, and is one of the 
choſen, or ele& of God; and Chriſt faith, ſuch are beyond fallibility ; for 
{peaking of falſe Chriſts, he ſaith, If it were poſſible, they ſhould deceive the 
very Eleft, Matt. xxiv. 24. plainly ſignifying, that it is impoſſible. _ 

Now their poſſibility of erring he lays upon the enemy's preſenting to them 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge, ' whilſt they are in Eden, p. 6. 


Rem. The enemy's preſenting temptations, doth not imply a poſſibility 


of letting in the temptation, and ſo of erring, in all to whom he doth pre- 
ſent things. For lie preſented things to Chriſt, and yet it was impoſſible 
for that Spirit and nature that Chriſt was of, to let in his temptations. 
But then, immediately in the next words he ſheweth, How this poſſibility 
of falling is upon the enemy's preſenting to them' the fruit of the tree of know- 
_ ledge, namely thus, I Heir minds taking delight in it, and they feeding upon it, 
| the enemy bath power to dra their minds out of Eden again. 
- Rem. The regenerate and born of God, are partakers of the divine na- 
ture, and wait on God fob living food, and receive it of him, and live by 
Lol. II. Bbbb | | 
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ir, and cannot abige dead, dry,, notional, food, nor feed upon it, Bleſſed: 
be the Lord, there is that birth known, which can feed — but life. 
itſelf, And let the power of darkneſs preſent the fruit of the dead tree 
ever ſo often; the living babe will not meddle with it, but hungers and 
thirſts after righteouſneſs, and defires the ſincere milk of the pure living 
word, that it may grow / thereby. And if this holy. nature be put into the 
babe, how much ſtronger is it in thaſe. that are grown. in truth, and who 
come to be naturalized into it, the contrary nature being crucißed, and 
45255 in them by the crol of Chriſt, and the new and holy nature ruling in 
Thbirtęentbly. He ſaith, Wherefare I do believe that ] caught not to ſubjett my- 
felf to what the church impoſelbb . r RoL ty 
Nen. The church of God under the lay, walking in that outward cove- 
. Nant, was a glorious camp or body; and had outward. power, according 
to the outward law, appertaining to it. And the church of God under the” 
goſpel, walking with. God according to the covenant of the goſpel, is a glo- 
rious, ſpiritual body, and hath inward power belonging to it; and though 
net the church merely as men, yet that Spirit and power in the church, 
onght to be obeyed by every member thereof, in things pertaining to God. 
So it was in the ap ſtles days; they that were, not diſorderly and unruly, 
were obedient to the Spirit and power of God in the apoſtles and churches 
then, 2 Cor. vii. 15. and chap., xxix. who had power to judge thoſe. that 
were within, 1 Cor. v. 12. And thoſe that are indeed of God, will be 
obedient and ſubje& to his Spirit and power in his church. now. And 
there is nothing elſe deſired, = _ obedience to the Lord, as he moves, 
guides, leads and orders, both in the particular, and in the general. 
His reaſons why, he doth not believe that he ought to ſubject himſelf to 
what the church impoſeth, are theſe : For then, ſaith he, I muſt believe that 
it is God in them, which dab impoſe thoſe yokes of bondage upon their brethren. 
Rem. The church is called into the liberty of the goſpel, and her chil- 
dren' are born of the word immortal, and of the truth which makes free; 
and it is not the church's nature, either to receive or impoſe yokes of 
bondage, but to ſtand faſt, and to exhort all her members to ſtand faſt, in 
the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made them free, But where there is any 
thing unruly, or contrary to the power, that is to be yoked down. by the 
ower. | . | THR 1 
i And the particular waiting upon, God in his Holy Spirit, light, and 
power; the Spirit, light, and power, will diſcoyer what is diſorderly, and 
unruly, and not of God in the particular, and lay, a yoke upon it. The 
church alſo waiting upon God, in their meetings together in bis name, the 
Lord will diſcover what is hurtful to the body, and cpntrary to the life of 
the body, and lay yokes upon it; and he that refuſeth this yoke, keeps 
N which is impure and fleſhly, and keeps down the juſt in him- 
elf. | 1 | 
1 But, 


Paſſages, &. 535 
But, indeed, he that doth not believe God in his church, and that his 
Spirit, life, and rp fits as King there; he is not in a capacity to obey 
arighr, becauſe he dorh not diſcern nor acknowledge that in the church, 
which alone is to be ob 
Another reaſon he gives . Becauſe (he faith) be muſt all then 2 
that the church is infallible, and cannot err. 

Rem. The Spirit of God is infallible, the power whereby the church was | 
gathered and built up, is infallible. Chriſt is infallible, and hath' given to 
his church of his infallible Spirit; without which they cannot be preſerved 
or act aright: and is the church in God fallible ? And this Spirit will not 
fail them in their waiting upon him; and the church which is one with 

Chriſt, married to Chriſt, joined to Chriſt, partaketh of his holy, lying, 
and infallible nature. 
Judge in the truth, how it would ſuit : an holy head, an unholy body 
a living head, a dead 'body ; an infallible head, an elect and choſen head 
but a body very liable to be deceived and err. Hath not the church chat 
Spirit, that life, that power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt her head with her, 
'that'is able to keep her from erring? And is it not her earneſt travail and 
deſire to keep to it herſelf, and to have all her members kept to. it? And 
will not that power keep and preſerve all that keep to- it ? 
He addeth further to the foregoing words, Which R [ cannot believe, 
for then I muſt believe theſe particulars following. 
Firſt, J muſt believe that "they are as infallible as God is; and that it is as 
impoſſi 2 for them to err, as it.is for God to err. | | 
Anſw, No. A man may believe that God hath given to his church a gl. 
rious proportion of his Spirit, to dwell in them, and guide them, as his 
ſons, ſpouſe, and wife; and that they are married to him that is infallible, 
and partake of a bleſſed proportion of his nature; and yet not believe 
that they are as infallible as God is. The Lord-is abſolutely infallible of 
himſelf; what infallibility the church hath, is by gift, by union, and com- 
munion with the Lord her huſband ahd Maker. 

Bur doth he believe, or will he' go about to maintain, that the church hath 
nothing of the infallible Spirit of her huſband? Or that ſhe is to act in a 
fallible fpirit? Or that ſhe is to act nothing at all? But only direct men to 

the light and Spirit within, and let her members alone, though ſhe infalli- 
bly (by the infallible Spirit and power) know that they are deceived and err, 

athl ſee (with the anointed eye) that they are going from, and acting von- 
trary to, the light in their own particulars? If ſhe ſhould do fo, ſhe would 
ſhew little care over her children, and ſmall regard or faithfulneſs to him, 
who hath entruſted her with his own Spirit and power, for edification and 
ſalvation, and not for deſtruction. 
Secondly, That no man or woman | fall ever attain .to any bigher meaſure of 

the grace of God than they, and'that they are come to the ä revelation that 
can be atiainable by the Spirit of God. 

B b b b 2 Anſcb. 
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FAnſo,- The higheſt meaſure of, life and 3 4s — 
the government of the church; but a true meaſure. And a true meaſute 
the Lord hath ordained for his church; and Chriſt; the Head, is not abſent 
from his church; but preſent with it, to ſupply with what wiſdom and power 
he ſeeth needful. And here is the attainment and growth in grace? Is it 
in the church, or out of the church? Doth not the Lord add to the church 
ſuch as ſhall be ſaved? And is not their growth there? And if any mem- 
ber be bleſſed, and grow ever ſo abundantly in grace, it is the growth of 
the church, and the church is glad of it. Now if it be a true growth, 
they would have unity with the church, and mind the peace of the church, 
— be ſubject to the Spirit and pure power of life in the church; elſe their 
growth is in another ſpirit, which the true church can never wu. 
© Thirdly, And that there is no more to be made known by the Spirit of Ged, in 
the ſons and daughters of men, but what already is made known to them. 
Anſw. The particular's owning a meaſure of life, of truth, of the Spin 
* power, doth not argue there is no more to be n known or re- 
vealed in the particular. And the church's owning a fuller meaſure dwell- 
ing in the body than in any one particular (for the. greateſt fullneſs in any 
particular. doth but 0 to make up the largeneſs or fullneſs in the body), 
doth not argue that the church ſhall not grow, or be enlarged or filled as 
it grows. But if he-intend the growth of any departing from the church, 
or out of the Spirit of life of the church, who hath her life from the Head, 
and is in unity with the Head, that growth we cannot but deny, finding 
it by conſtant trial and experience to be a growth in notion and e 
henſion, out of the feeling life and power. 
Now this kind of growth I do not deſire ever to knows the Lord alſo 
eſerve others out of it, and open their ears to hear the voice of Chriſt, 
and of his church, that they may be preſerved out of it! For had this been 
hearkened and kept to, things had been better with — 6<9709 to cheir in- 
ward ſtate, and true peace with the Lord, than they have Nit 
Fourthly, Or if there be any thing more to be revealed by the Spirit o God, 
that God will make it known to them, and to none elſe. 5 
Anſw. The true church doth not limit God where he ſhall reveal, or not 
reveal; but owneth God in whatever it reveals in any man upon the face of 
the earth. For being in unity with God's Spirit, and born of the immortal 
life, they are in the feeling ſenſe and knowledge of what came from the life 
in ages paſt, or in the preſent age, and are in unity with it; yet they 
know the Lord revealeth the myſtery of his truth and goes in the 
churches, and the growth is in the churches. ; 
Now if any in Lucifer's nature will hearken to that is which deſpiſerh 
God's church, and rend from it, and think to grow above it, and expect 
this growth in their high notions and comprehenſions about things, in that 
exalted mind, ſhould be owned by the church, they will be - miſtaken : for 
: the ue Spirit, which knows all things, and * the church, will _ 
guide 


guide che 3 tuch — gen, ge, . 3 

demꝭ it in its greateſt ſpreadin and exaltation. 47 e emen 20 

There were thoſe in the a « who would tm be ene 
and to be ſpiritual, far above the — and ſuch as lay low in the truth, 
and obeyed the holy — and yet were far ſhort of their life; as 
may be feen abundantly in his epiſtles to the church of Corinth. But what 
ſaith the apoſtle concerning ſueh? f any man think bimſelf a prophet, or ſpiri- 
tual, let him acknowledge the things that I write unto you are the commandments - 
of. the Lord, 1 Cor. xit. 37. And did not he give commandments about 
thoſe that were unruly, and would not be ſubject to the order, power, and i 
government of God's Spirit in the church? And did not the apoſtle ſay of 
unruly perſons, and vain talkers and deceivers, that mouths muſt be Roppea?: 
Tit. i. 10, 11. What! had the church or miniſters, in the firſt promulgation of 
the goſpel, power to ſtop mouths? Yea; in the Spirit that was in them, 
and with them, they knew which were the vain talkers, the unruly, and de- 
ceivers; and what mouths were to be Weta and what pour would ſtop | 
them 0 

Fifthly, he Gith, Priemds, 4 would have you ſeriouſly take into your conjfltrs- | 
tion ſome of your dofirines and principles which are commonly preached among us, 
how they can ſtand with God's Joverggyy, gs and glory, ous either the | 
ſeed or God ſhould ariſe in man? _ | 
Neem. Chriſt preached a feed, even the king m, like a grain of muſ- 
tard-feed, and the ſeed fown in man. Now if it was ſown in man, in his 
earthly. heart, nature, and ſpirit, then the earth was over it, and did cover 
it, and it was to ſpring up or ariſe over and above the earth, and the ure 
power, wiſdom and glory of the Father to _ to be manifeſted in it. 

Is this ſuch a ſtrange doctrine to him? Where are his ff — ſenſes? 


How was he convinced? Was it without the feeling of the ſeed? If he 


truly felt it, where did he feel it? Did he not feel it in the earth? Was 5 


there not much over it? 


1 am ſure we, who were truly convinced, felt it fo; felt the pure ſeed. 
under ſuffering, the pure life under, the pure meaſure of truth under, and, 
much of the earth over it, the Lamb ſlain inwardly by ſin and tranſgreſſion; 
and bleſſed be the Lord, we felt alſo the earth judged, and removed out of 
its place 3 the earth ploughed up, and the ſeed ſpringing over all that is 
conn and n up in that which "I made you; over that which was" 
old. | 

And did not God ariſe outwardly, in the manifeſtarion of his power ot > 
wardly, among the outward Jews? And doth not he ariſe inwardly, in the 
manifeſtation of his power inwardly, among the inward' Jews? Are the'ene- 
mies ever ſcattered inwardly till God's arifing inwardly? What kind of 


convincement or growth hath _ man been 22 e ee Books 
experienced theſe er 5 9 503 0 12 | bi 
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Now 


lis firſt queſtion is. V betbher the Light, or Spirit, Seed, and God, be not all 
one and the ſame thing? ee ES : YG DS ot W ll cath 
Anw. God is the fullneſs, the ſeed is a meaſure and manifeſtation of 
him, the infinite fullneſs. And as he is light and Spirit, ſo the-ſeed that 
comes from him, or that the good thuſbandman ſows, is light and Spirit 
Hlis ſecond queſtion is, How tame this ſeed of God to be under, or bentath, 
in man? | N N r 
Anſw. Any man that knows the truth in holy experience, and hath been 
tempted, and let in ſin upon him, may know what comes then under, and 
how it comes under. The Spirit by fin is: grieved; yea, the Holy Spirit 
may be quenched, and man may crucify to himſelf the Lord e 485 
His third and fourth queſtions are, What ſhall raiſe it up! And, By 
 Anfw. to both. The power of God, the Spirit of God, the life of God, 
entering into its own in man, entering into the witneſs, raiſeth it up, 
brings that under which reſiſted, oppreſſed, and kept it down. The power 
of the Almighty, by his out-ſtretched arm, cruſheth Pharaoh inwardly, and 
brings his ſpiritual ſeed out of ſpiritual Egypt, Sodom, and Babylon ; in 
all which the Lord, in all ages, hath inwardly and fpiritually been' crucified 
by'them that have reſiſted his Holy Spirit in the pure manifeſtations thereof; 
for what is done to it, is done to him. Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? 
Laſtly, #hether the appearance of God in man, to man by his Spirit, be not 
for the quictening and raiſing of man, both ſoul and body, out of a. ftate of bon- 
dage and captivity ? 1 „ 
Anſw. Yes, it is; but how doth God raiſe up man ? Is it not by joining 
him to his ſeed, and caufing him to bow to his ſeed, and ſuffer with his 
feed, and deny that which is contrary to his ſeed; fo that the ſeed, which 
hath been grieved and burdened with fin and iniquity, may riſe up over it, 
and cruſh the head of the ſerpent, in the authority, power, and dominion of 
the Father's life? Who of the redeemed-ones, that have witneſſed true re- 
demption, have not witneſſed God bringing that up which was down, low, 
deep | the heart, and bringing that down, which was high and exalted 
over it? U.S; 23k ns %ͤ Og Sev | 
But for the raiſing of God, that is but his miſreprſentation of this ſound 
doctrine, and holy experience: for Chriſt himſelf, who was God, and the 
reſurrection and the life; yet the God-head was not raiſed in him, but the 
reſurrection and the life raiſed that body. And that of him which he ſoweth 
in us, and which differeth in the ſoul, through the ſoul's ſin, he raiſeth up 
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in · his own holy dominion, in them that come ta ee eee e 
the croſs with that which crucifieth ſin. A n vim ngo lintit 
This is ſound doctrine, and ſound experience, univerſally experienced by» 
all that know the inward truth, and have ſubjected to it. They have. fel 
what truth. was, and where it was; and what it is, and where it is; and · 
what they are in it, and by it; bleſſings and praiſes over all unto him, Who 
by the working of his moſt glorious, po wer, hath brought this about in a. 
remnant whom the Lord bath. yiſited, os ſhewn mercy to. t in 
Let him wait for true underſtanding from him who is able:ts giverit, 
and anſwer me this one queſtion then, Doth not the devil, the enemy of man- 
kind, bunt after, the precious life, even in thoſe that: come #0 witneſs redemption. 
iu meaſure from him! And if at any. time. they hearken ta his temptatians, and 
let. him. in, doth 40. the, life receive a wound? Es wat 508 erst mne nn not- 
the tender, righteous, liuing ous e RRR! 
Oh! the tender mercy of God to permit his truth, "hi Gs hin Son, not. 
only ta ſuffer for man. without the gates af Jeruſalem, but alſo to ſuffer in 
man, even in the ſtreets of Sodom, where our Lord in ages Pak Crue. 
cified, and is ſpiritually crucified to this day! Rev. xi. 8 | 
He: faith,” The kingdom of heaven is within all men and women, and beaven i is 
above bell, and the light is above darkneſs, p. 7. 
. Rem. If he mean that their nature is fo, I grant it; but if be mean that: 
heaven, or the light which is heavenly, is uppermoſt in men who are un- 
der the kingdom and power of darkneſs, he is utterly miſtaken : for in the 
kingdom where Satan and antichriſt reign, antichriſt is there exalted (in that 
heart) ted is called God ; even. above the light, Spirit, and. power 
which gr to be worſhipped and obeyed. there, but is not: and there isi 
need of the arm and power of God to be awakened, and to put on ſtrength. 
there, to cut Rahab, wound the Dragon, and bring him under, and to. 
bring up the ſeed into his heavenly authority, We wn and Mo aA, 
is due unto, it) in that heart. 
He ſaith, The, ſeed is ta redeem, and not to be redeemed. 55 
Kem. This is true, relating to the ſeed, as it is. in itſelf: 3 God has 
beſtowed it on man, given it as a gift in man, and it condeſcends to his 
condition, deſcending into the lower parts of the earth, and ſuffering with 
man, that it might bring man into. its death and ſufferings, and ſo raiſe him in 
and with uſelf ſo the mighty power of life, from whence it came, is to be 
revealed i mn, it, and bong. I it out of Egypt, and the darkneſs wherein it finds 
man, and in the tender love of God to man, bears a ſhare with him. It is 
not only the Jew, outwardly that pierced Chriſt, but the ſoul inwardly by tranſ- 
greſſion pierceth his life and Spirit; and as it comes to true ſenſe and faith, 
looks upon him whom it hath. pierced by ſin, and moutns birzerly, over him; 
and turns from and hates 1 ſin whereby it pierced him, u bn 591110 
He faith, The ſeed i in oth man and woman is hoth Ae Cirifh aa — 
the feed fi the ESE in all, and be is in himſelf, &c. p. 7. 
Rem. 
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"Rei" Who derles that God and Chrift, "and the holy 883. Which are one 
in nature, though not in meaſure and follnelt, as he is W himſelf, is above 
the ſeed of the ſerpent? . . 2b-et 

Ile addeth further, Neither hath man's mind been fo. Hindel, thar'be could 
not fee bit fins by the tight, P. 8. L. 38. (as corrected by the errata.) 

Rem. There is an eye that the God of this world blinds, that it may nor 
ſee the glorious ſhinings of the light, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. And the yah. ac 
is blind cannot ſee, till God opens it. The outward eye cannot 
ſhining" of the outward fun, but as it is opened; nor can the inward: 8 


ſee in ward things, but as the Lord opens it. Paul was ſent to the Gentiles, 


to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, Ads xxvi, 18. 
So that man's eye is blinded, that though the light tive in the darkneſs, 
yet he cannot ſee, nor walk in the way of the light, but as God aneints 
and opens his eye; Heine thine eyes with eye ſalve, that thou mayeft ſee, Rev, 
n 

But I beſeech him, in in the tender bowels of love, to conſider where kis | 
ſtanding is, and what it is in him that brings forth theſe things; for I am 
ſure it is not the true light, where-with God hath ſhined in the hearts of 
his people, and doth ſhine at this day. He miſtakes the true li ht in others, 
and calls it darkneſs ; and alſo miſtakes the darkneſs in ns and calls it 
light: and whither, after this rate, may he wander in his uncertain notions 
and comprehenſions; and while he is thus talking of God, and heaven, 
and the light within, let him take heed leſt he be found among them who 
| blaſpheme God, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven? | 
What I have hitherto took notice of, may ſufficiently manifeſt, even to 
| himſelf, could he retire low enough, where the true u an 
knowledge is given, how he hath erred from the true light, and 1 be 
tended to it, and not been led by it, in what he hath now writ. 

As for the other part of his book, though I could ſay much to = if the 
Lord did require me; yet finding it chiefly to be matter of notion and cri- 
ticiſm, my heart is not engaged to meddle with it; for it is not in me, to 


| bring people into ſuch critical diſputes, about an inviſible man, or inviſible 


woman, or who was the firſt inviſible man; which one while he ſcems to 
call God or Chriſt, another while the ſon of perdition, or power of dark- 
_ the firſt inviſible man, as page 21. £ or which L. am; ſatisfied, he 

can produce no ere which he requires of friends, for pray _ 


I muſt confeſs, I ſee no profit i in his meddling wich) fach things — *. 
ther a drawing the minds of the people into forbidden knowledge, and airy: 
_ comprehenſion about the heavenly things, and feeding that part in in them 
ſelves which ſhould not thus be ſuffered to fly aloft, but be kept under. 

And happy were it for him, if he could feel the truth, ſeed, and life 
(which is grieved in him), riſe above them, trample. e and reign 


Over 


Remarks npon fame Paſſages, &. $61 
over them: but he. muſt experience, west humility. dee, ravel, be 
ore he can come to witneſs 

As for his denying himſelf to be of us; indeed be hath ſofficiendy. mani» 
feſted by this book, and by his ſtrange notions and enſions therein, 
that he is not of us; but a ſtranger to that life, ſpirit and power, A. 
gathered, guideth, and rve 22 of ſuch paths as theſa. 

And oh! that he not hug fo ap notions (and thoſe. very ſtran 

ones too, contrary to the truth and holy experience, in the hearts df 
redeemed ones, and. the. holy ſcriptures, as hath been already ſnewed), w 
get ſuch comprehenſions into his brain, concerning the ſaving power; but 
wait to deſcend, and come down thither, where he may feel it in his heart, 
and that will preſerve him, for the future, from ſuch contradictions and 
confuſions, which the other part of his book is alſo too full of; which, if 
the Lord pleaſe, he may draw forth ſome: other to lay open, for the vindi- 
cation of truth, and its true teſtimony, from his ſpirit and falſe teſtimony, 
uttered in very ſtrange and extravagant expreſſions; not at all ſuitable to 
the nature of truth, — rather to the nature of that dark ſpirit from whence. 
it came; which the Lord of his tender mercy manifeſt to him, and redeem 
him from, into a tender, e humble nn the n _ 
1 af life in 1 heart. 


POSTSCRIPT. , 


NINCE ths writing of he Farrar: uo 157 Fl jnreiiit t6 midi 
with the reſt, there hath ſomething lain upon me, as to ſome few pat- 
Rees Were alſo, to write a few words, by way of teſtimony to one or 
two particulars therein: bur that which mainly lay upon me, was ſomewhat 
in relation to his Poſtſcript; he looking upon it as fo unanfrerable, and 
yet ſo plain and clear an anſwer ariſing to it in my heart. 

Firſt, As to his main controverſy with friends, about the Chrift that died 
at Feruſalem (he — That: neither juſtification nor condemnation is by 
him; and r 1 friends, as having gone back'to the profeſſors CO and 
Saviour,” 10% e e. bout the gates of Jeruſalem, as page 17. 21. 26. ) his 
is in my heart to M 
Rem. Is Chrift vided? Is there one Chriſt Har tec without the Fo 
of Jerufalem, and another that did not die? Or is it not the ſame” Nord 
Jefus* ; who died without the gates of Jeruſalem, act er the 
fleſh, an yet was then alive in the Spirit? Do we affrm chat rhe head 
died ? (No, we do nor {6 muck as affirm, that bis ſout dio, as he dotlt, + Pape 
19.) but-agcording;to the” flefff he died; chat is, he who was the ref 
our and the life,” laid down” his life, and * it 1 aan be 
the commandment of his Father. 


„ 
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Thus ee been tauglit of God to believe; a to hold i it forth; 
And we have no other juſtifier, condemner, Saviour, or interceflor, than 
he that laid down the life of the body, offering it up a ſacrifice to his Fa- 
ther, without the gates of Jeruſulem. bo is be that-juſtifieth ? Ts it not God, 
in and through him? And, bo is be that — it not Chr that 
died? And where did he die? Was'it not without the gates of Jenner | 


| Zea rather,” that is riſen again," &c. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
Secondly, The next thing that lies upon me to take notice of; is re 
againſt ſenſe, and diſowning the exhortation to come Go a eee and 70 U 
in a ſenſe, and abide in a ſenſe, c. as page ag. Th 

Rem. Though I have given a touch at this already, in che peeing part; mor 
there is ſomewhat more ſies upon me. The inward man, the new man, the ſpi- 
ritual man, hath inward” and fpiritual ſenſes. ' Chriſt's ſheep have ſpiritual 
ears to hear his voice with; and a ſpiritual _ is given o the een, unn 
to ſee him who otherwiſe is inviſible. 

There is alſo a ſpiritual taſte to ſavour and diſtinguiſh eulen that which 
is living, and that which is dead; between that which is corrupt and un- 
wholeſome, and that which is wholeſome food: and by the exerciſe of theſe 

ſenſes, the children of God become more and more ſkilful in diſcerning be- 
| tween good and evil, Heb. v. 14. And in this living ſenſe; the elect cry 
unto God againſt their enemies, and are heard and preſerved 'by. him, _ 
hall in due time be fully delivered, Luke xviii. 7, 8. 
The truly living are truly ſenſible. Indeed, if he could take away the 
ſenſe of life, and the judgment of life from God's people, it were an eaſy 
matter to deceive them with ſuch kind of notions and comprehenſions, as 
he hath brought forth in this his book. But the Lord hath given a livi 
ſenſe or ſenſes to his, and pure living judgment therein; which their 
minds being kept to, it is impoſſible for this ſpirit, or _ ſuch like, with 
all its inchantments, to prevail upon them, becauſe the ſheep's ear knows 
the ſound and voice of fe, from the ſound and voice of death, r e anti- 
chriſt transform in any of his miniſters ever ſo myſteriouſly. We eon | 

He ſaith, God is not a ſenſe,” nor is bis Spirit a ſenſe. os 
Rem. It is not for him, in his notional way, to ſay what God i is — that 
made the eye, ſhall not he ſee? He that made the ear, ſhall not he hear? 
Doth he beget his children into a living ſenſe; and: beſtow living ſenſes up- 
on them? And hath not he the thing in himſelf much more? 

But let me afk him this queſtion; did God, the holy begetter of life, 
ever beget him into a living ſenſe ? If not, he was never of us; if ithe 
Lord did, let him wait to be begotten ſo again, and he ſhall ſoon be one of 
us again, and judge in the true Spirit, life, and power, what he hath here 
writ and publiſhed abroad in the wrong; and he ſhall no er. believe, 
that this his writing was written from the teſtimony of Jeſus in him (as be 
expreſſeth, page 21.), but ſnall experience the life bf Jeſus 8 it in 
his own heart, as I am ſure it * One and doth in mine, and cannot 


but 
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but do in all that have been / gathered t eee nen 
livingly ſenſible. et no 1015110 d tüte om un eg 


£ + 2 tis vpon — ing od hc wol hes upon me. is that 


2 2 worſhip in | lence 3 225 in public 2 aud women either 
a, or elſe kneel: down, and ih men dll put eff their bent: herein (he 
orſhip, reverence, and , adore tbe, form ound; aud the; words, 


then indicate, i they. can: Indeed heath ſufficiently, eee u. and more 
than God hath allowed him to do, or pill juſtify. Wii 0 erat 


Rem, The t Tips pokes is nakedly and an thus Went God, by.thearm 


of his, power, hered a people to himſelf, and taught chemito; worr 
thip N in 99 0 own Spiri and truth; yea, he bath ta to 1 
tinually retired, ; and — gs in his ary Heins a 

by in! all Ende: Axe} 465 air 9 e VOM fo) eie dier 


| Al 5 0 pr 165 

480 we are — or Frequired of the Lon o ee | out hasy, * 
kneel on our knees. FA 

But when the Lord nave and calleth any: forth (for the aſſembly, or in 
the name and on the behalf of the aſſembly) to offer prayer or praiſes to 
God; then, to ſignify our unity in the Spirit, ab our joint reverence to 
our God, we are moved either to kneel, or ſtand, as the Lord ſhall incline 
our hearts, and to uncover our heads before him. And in this we do not 
adore the form, as our God knoweth and beareth witneſs z but him who 
harkr taught us the form, and who reacherh us o e eee 71 
juſtifieth us in the uſe and practice thereof. 

And what ſpirit is this that condemneth us after this vaunking IM. 
as if he had brought forth ſuch: a manifeſt mma * our ring the 
form, as could not be anſwered? 

The laſt thing „ lies on me to take * ol bs "ohabs worth aboyr 
the cloſe of his po 1. have yet another book, that 1s uritten in and 
From the 
all anticbriſt's miniſters in this nation, &c. EM A cl 2663 

Rem. This teſtimony lies on my heart concerning him; that he is not in a 
on capacity, to write or ſpeak. in or from God's Spirit. He, may 


Leee z: pretend 


hey d. 
more than the word. of life in their hearts, & , N ts; pradtice; he would have . 


Spirit of f God, 1 tendency of "which book in oor th pver/broging 4 
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to have written this, or to write another book; from God's s Spirit, 
ut he doth but take the name of the Lord in vain in ſo doing, and the 


ee Lord will withour- „through ſome of thoſe what are in 
Din dre, glue 4 dur adh Ectrain found, and teſtiinoiy; againſt his 
— pretences. 


Oh! that he could indeed think, or write, or ſpeak againft anitichrift's 
miniſters, and againſt'the ſpirit of -antichrift; which if ever he be able from 
God to do, he muſt firſt ſee how antichriſt hath prevailed over him, and 
darkened him, and how he dwelleth and * mage in his heart, as if he 
were God; yea, he muſt deny his: prefent light and ſpirit, and call it no 
mote Chriſt; but feel that 1 80 e and low in hint riſe {though 
his ſenſe of it, and ſubjection to it) over that Much is now ſo high, and To 
exalted above the meaſure of truth in his Own heart; which, if it were ſo, 
or might once be fo, how glad would my foul be for his ſake; (which is now 
grieved to ſee him fo lifted up, and ſo miſtaken, and fo deeply to err, 
both concerning himſelf, and God's people, church, and «miniſters, and 
concerning God's light and Spirit ; TT op debaſing, and caſting down 
_ to exalt himſelf; that ſo he might᷑ ſet ene vp he of the 
right, da be Joſtißec and owned * che ohe ey, 

r! (1435 \ FL . þ 33 * ph 

The Lord, if it be bis will, in . merey to Him, d hich den 
from his high ſeat, and exalt that holy blood of the covenant, which is now 
trampled: under foot by him, that his ſoul may be faved, and not | 
for ever (in the day that never Wall have end) from the We the 
Lord, and from the Ban er bis power. Aen. ee Gu 
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Thad i ye admit Vii» unto "fuch, and to ag ur th ts 7 abe with ws, E 
laboureth, 1 Cor. xvi. 16. | 

Obey them "that have the Fule aver ho, and ſubmit your ſelves; uf they watch 
for your ſouls, as they that. muſt give account, that they may do it with joy, 
and not with grief; for that il unprofitable for you, Hz. xiii. 17. 

Likewiſe, ye younger, ſubmit yourſelves unto the elder ;, yea, all of you be ſub- 

Jett one to another, and be cloathed with humility : for God reſifteth the proud, 
amd giveth grace to the bumble, 1 PETER v. g. 

And be not drunk with wine, won is exceſs : but be filled with the Spirit, and 
Submitting your ſelves one to another in the fear of God, Evan. v. 18. 21. 
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bo ocesbon of 'theifalliving of bur dear frietide the! brechen in 
5 New-England, cruel r many hard uſages, and at laſt 
(ſome of them) death itſelf, for their obedience and faithful teſtimony to 
the n _— andoe-covering there 
of, by the grounds and cauſes, praducedith jultify:their-proceedings; I 
9 2 the 1 and unreaſonablenefs thereof, 4 a | 
intituled, An Examination of the Grounds or Cauſes,” which are faid to 
< induce the Court of Boſton in New- England, to make that Order or Law 
« of Baniſhment upon pain of Death againſt the Qpak RS, Ct.“ Where- 
unto ſomewhat was added (being very proper to the ſübject in hand) about 

the authority and governmeht Which Chriſt excluded out of his churc 

which alſo occaſioned ſomewhat concerning the true church gdvernment. 
Now this latter part (about church-government) hathł᷑ ber ſo miſre pre- 
ſented, as if, becauſe the wrong church; government was excluded, the ex- 
cluſion of all church- government was intended by me, there being no no- 
tice taken of my owning the true church-government, but only ſome paſ- 
ſages of my diſowning the falſe produced, as if they intended to overturn 
and deny all church- government, which never was intended by me: for in 
that very book, which is thus made uſe of, I did poſitively affirm the neceſ- 
ſity and uſe of the true church- government, which may more fully appear 
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venir Nane nett ! Met, Kai Hui ane ae 21 0 20 
on the ming that L am miſrepreſented, and t. of 
5 n e ee eee _ mn heart; 


25 985 eee eee eee er e eee ge 
ne dom hon —— 5 nm — 
that my | © 

whict Chriſt excluded out of by churc. — 
anch. To. add ſomewhat, in way of confirmation of 
tender ſenſe, which was then upon my heart. 
7 hirdh,: To propoſe ſome queſtions, as I ſhall. find coy ariſe in my 
4 weary Fours: to "PR; Jpanifelt, the \nirem of ey; bags is this 
NN . n 
ere To annex ſorrembiag, which is mentioned and: immediately 
added in the very ſame part of the book, concerning true church- 
government; which plainiy manifeſteth that I was not — the true 
| church government, nor did mention or intend any of Kings to 

binder, deny, or oppoſe the true church merit, of wied? a 

there e abſolute ne . 
_ Fifibly, It is on my heart to rations further, concen- 

ing the necellity, uſefulneſs, and, benefit of the true chun | 


ment. 
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The firſt 3 RG John — hn Pennyman cites out of this 
cerning the authority and government which 
church, from e xX. 254, t0.29. are theſe, - 


8 + Jl 
5 k . . - ” F * 4 $ p 4 * Se . 
4s « r — | j * 2 ? 1 : * F 7 
nee a 55 % 959 me haves a 
* + of "IS £. — * 23 - * * * + 4 <A $ - ; . : * £ 14. 5 4 414 92 &f ; , 
— & . : - 4 4 s $0 
” 85 px ae %** ©, 1s; q 7 & 4 ab % [ J , * 9 * T 5 5 Here 
K . + 3 1 4 * ha — "4 : |: * 7 $2 £ 'F # * * - r ES 4 : . $ 0 
. « — Sf L484 » FFI. A t 10 AS | IS RAE TY L# 3 alk 1 120 . 11 "1+ : 
4 L 3 E - . 
- 
- 


2 "Loire Chriſt cuts af ke meer — — 2 ae l 'the. corrupt 


th 


) 
(yen? 
* 


1 
ere 
14 * 


nature oof. _ —— Was ever and anon ſpringing up even in the. aiſci- 
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_ Confirm, It is the full belief of my heart, that Chriſt hath cut off that 
power and authority which grows * in the corrupt nature of man, and 
wholly excluded it out of his church, even very expreſly in this forecited 


{i | ni 
e 90 
Qumeſt. But doth this 7. or nd = he would have no auth 
all? Doth this exclude the authoxity and mor ment of his Spirit and 


power in his church? Doth not he, notwi ing this, ſay, Go tell the 


ck And enjoin the members of the — to — the church, upon 
e 


Holy Ghoſt make 
t what is an overſeer? Or in what were they to overſee? Were they not 
to, overſee in the true light, to which eveny child of light is. to be ſub 
And they that did reſiſt the light. : power of the Hol Ghoſt 
any of the overſeers; were they not unruly, and departers from the light 
in themſelves ĩ thaugh they might ptetead:they-were Rill for the light, _ 
that it. was the avericers. that were departed. and and m it ; bs 5 


ki COL 


rity at 


ld. no! 
n nw he. wou ee 


of being accovinted Heathens and publicans? And did not the 
— appoint overſeers — the church? Ads xx. 28. 
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The next Words he cites are theſe 5 * bee 

I 0 things art dere excluded by Chrift, from whence al the „ he 
ariſeth in the church, all the tyranny and oppreſſion of mens confeiences, 
and of their perſons, eſtates and liberties for con e Firſt, Great- 


ven: Secondly, The Ws e and" Arbe by Bop that world 


Ban rein; and that t | 
Hiemetitioned ſcripture. * Me 


Se great th therein. 105 
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and 1 mens conſciences, hd bf” their perſons,” Mas Ian oy, 


d for eg RN ow: doth, ariſe if e wrong 5 th eatnefs, a0 then 
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$ afe here EXC led by Fc tn the 


eſts But, is therę not a true eatneſs? Thoſe that lie low before the 
a hop 0 10 humbled : ge under his m mighty hand; doth not the 


E LS bane 5 10 We, 1175 2 Ke g then witty his Spirir,” ie, virtue, and 


Jn ? And 1s not that great 


Them ? And 10 W not hi ighly favouft 

xalted in the eye of the Lord therein? 6887 none 5 how great 

are in the eye of the Lord, who are poor and low, and r in 
their 


| Some Miſrepreſentation. a 309 
their own eyes I) And is there not atrue authority and dominion vf God's 
Spirit in the church in general, as well as in the r. over che ſpirit 
and power of darkneſs? Becauſe of which Spirit, becauſe of Which power, 
© becauſe of which holy authority and dominiqn, the you 1025 — Yay not 
be able to Prevail againſt it. | 


His next ciration is this (which though "OE TH long, I am nillng to 
"recite Fasane chat wy ay may the more apes} be 


FF HIS ſpirit muſt de heyy) out from anom ine: this afdiring ſpirit; ebis y, 
1 ui ſpirit, which loves to be great, . 
—— exalt itſelf becauſe of the gifts it hath received, and wol bring 
| others into N this ſpirit muſt be ſubdued 3 Chrifts di ele, 

or it will ruin all. The Lord gives grace and knowledge for another” end, 

Iban for men to take upon them to be great, and rule over others becauſe 
e it. And be, that becauſe of this, thinks bimſelf fit to rule over other 

men conſeientes, and to make them bow to what be knows, or takes, ic be 

truth, be loſeth his own. life thereby ; and ſo far as be prevails u _ others, 

Be doth but deſtroy their life too. Therefore the diſciples, or church of Chriſt, 

' are to watch over every ſuch ſpirit ; to beat it down, to teſtify againſt it, 

i turn from it, to lay it flat, to put t 1 in its 88 ow thor 52 beneath 
all, and ſo not ef rants e 


. . 755 


Before I come to the eee of 1 * I judge it it meet to ſet down | 
the foregoing clauſe or paragraph omitted by him, which will very much 
help to clear the naked drift and intent of theſe words. The wens 


paragraph runs thus: N. 


Sucb 4 kind 0 F ereatneſs_ 45 is in the „ etz is the deftruftion of the life of 
.. Chriſt; and ſuch a kind dominion and authority as is among the nations, 
is a dive overturning of the kingdom of Chriſt. © It ſets up another power 
than Chriſt's, another greatneſs than Chriſt's, another kind of ' authority 
lan Ckriſt's; and ſo eats out the virtue and life d his M$ and e 
55 41 Juſt like one of the kingdoms of this world. | 


"This (which r hy went before) Ting this ated,” ma e 
open the thing of itſelf. Yet for further ſatisfaction, I ſhall add a confirma- 
tion to the truth of that 1 he hath cited ; and that in e e 


becauſe of. ſhe, length of the citation. 21 aus Aw 


| Confirm. Fir,” An alpiring ſpirit, a we! . e irit, i" Sen e to be | 

great, which loyes to have ominion, w ich. 19 0 os 1 Sc. muſt 
de kept out from among the "diſciples ang church of Chriſt.” There muſt 
nat be ſuch a ſpirit, or loving to be great, or ſuch a Tubog among them, 

Ws oY II. Dddd 23 
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as is in the world, No; life alone, the Spirit alone, the humble ſeed alone, 
the truth alone, the grace alone muſt rule among chem; and God forbid 
the authority and government thereof ſhould be ſtopt in any. It cannot 
be well with the church that it ſhould be fo, that God's Spirit ſhould be 
grieved or quenched, or ſtopped in its holy way of governing and ordet- 
ing the church of its own building. 3 | > 
Second, That which would exalt itſelf becauſe of the gifts it hath re- 
ceived, and would bring others into ſubjection; this ſpirit. muſt be ſubdued 
among Chriſt's diſciples, or it will ruin all. God alone, Chriſt alone, the 
Spirit alone, the truth alone, the ſeed alone, is to be exalted in the church; 
not fleſh, not ſelf, not the aſpiring, lofty, ruling ſpirit. 
Third, The Lord gives grace and knowledge for another end, than for. 
men to take upon them to be great, and rule over others becauſe of it.. 
Man, without grace and true knowledge, is high and exalted,” and would 
be ruling over, and ſubjecting others; but true ce and knowledge 
brings man down, and keeps him low, even out of every deſire of aſpir- 
ing and ruling over others, in earneſt breatheings and endeavours that. 
both the grace and ſpirit may teach and rule both over himſelf and others. 
Fourth, Becauſe God hath given a man knowledge, he muſt not take upon 
him to rule over others with his knowledge. Chriſt did not rule over his dif- 
ciples with his knowledge, nor require them to believe what he knew to be 
truth. Nor may any man at this day, though ever ſo full. of God's holy 
Spirit and power, take upon him (above what his Lord and maſter did) to 
rule over other mens conſciences. If he do, he will do it out of the lead- 
ings of life,, and of God's holy Spirit; and ſo will wound and hurt his own 
life thereby; and fo far as herein he prevails on others, he will hurt their 
life too | | SE UE RT 
Fifth, Therefore this ſpirit (which Chriſt never was of himſelf, nor en- 
couraged in his diſciples) the church is to watch over, beat down, teſtify 
againſt, turn from, lay flat, and keep beneath all, and fo not ſuffer it to 
ariſe. | | W 
Queſt. But doth all this hinder, deny, or oppoſe Chriſt's Spirit, Chriſt's 
power, Chriſt's truth and grace from ariſing in the church, in a way of 
ſpiritual and holy government? Becauſe man is not to aſpire, nor take 1 
on him to reign or rule, becauſe of grace, gifts, or knowledge received; 
ſhall not therefore the head govern the body? Shall not life, and truth, 
and the wiſdom of God, ſpring in the church, to order and govern the 
church? But muſt every man be left to the dictates of what he calls light in 
him, and not be reproved or teſtified againſt, though the Spirit of God 
manifeſt it (to them that are indeed * 2 light, life, Spirit, and power) 
that it is not light, as perſons may pretend and imagine; real darkneſs, 
groſs darkneſs, darkneſs that may be felt, even by the leaſt babes that are 


0 3 5 ; 


* \ * — 1 * 


in the true, living ſenſe? 
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had been kept down; if the ping lofty fpirit, which exalts elk, and 
loves to have tlie preheminence over thar-which it ſhould be ſubject to both 
in itſelf and others, had been judged,” beat down, denied turned from, Wa 
how could the ſpirit of antichriſt, which is the ſpirit that would be exalt- 
ing itſelf above all that is indeed of God, urs een bob up This is the wolf 
that worries the lambs; and if this power pirit be kept out of the 
church, how can there be any wolf Found! there, worry he ane 
lambs and I Chriſt? 

Vn Bat did ever antichtiſt's power get up by the ebe of choponer 
of Chriſt ia his church? Doth not that power turn againſt antichriſt, and 
keep out antichriſt ? Did that power ever worry the lambs ? Nay; rather 
doth it not cheriſh, feed, bulld up, and preſerve the lambs? And is it poſs 
ſible but antichriſt's power ſhould get up, unleſs this power be watched to, 
and obſerved, in its ordering and governing g the church, and diſcovering 
the ſubtil working of the wolfiſh ſpirit of hriſt; which appears in the 
ſheep's cloathing, and may pr to the hghr' within, that it might draw 
men from that which is indeed' the light within,” into that which is indeed 
darkneſs in the fight of the Lord, and in the fight of al chat are — 
9 and ſenſible W. him ? 


We next Citation. 


Thin: 838 of the miniſters of Chriſt, is to keep the confine pe to 
and to preſerve. men from receiving any truths as from them 
further ben the Spirit opens, or to imitate am of their fratticess Furt wide 
than the Spirit leads, ; and. perſuages them , for perſons are gqxceed- 
ing prone to receive — as truths, from thoſe they baus an high opinion 
of, and to imitate their «gs nd "A hurt * own ha and ens 
danger their fall. ; b | FA 95 
— When the miniſter of Chridz 1 the EY of Sip 
finds men in darkneſs, with their conſciences defiled, — the door of 
8 * — AD MIC great work 1 ay to as them to Vet light, © 
pirit, and power, w 7 hearts may be o r conſcienc 
waſhed, and there may be NR for Chriſt Spin 855 It i Powe 
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2 into 


572 Some Miſrepriſentar ion vf Me, &,, 

into them.” Then the conſcience being opened to Chriſt, their pres &h . 
Fr, labour; and vock, is to/kebp it open, and that that" may not be let 
in again by them, which will ſhut it againſt Chriſt. ' For as there is one 
ſpinit opens to Chriſt, fo there is another will ſhut,” even after the heart and 
conſcience is opened, if a man hearken to irt. 


; 


And the way of receiving truth, is in the evidence and demonſtration of 
God's Spirit in one's own particular; and this is for ever the aim and care 
of the miniſters of Chriſt to keep men to, and not to allure men to receive 
truths as from them, but from Chriſt ; or to imitate their practices, further 
than the Spirit leads, guides, and perſuades them. For the miniſters of 
Chriſt are ſenſible how exceeding prone perſons are to receive things as 
truths, from thoſe they have an high opinion of; and to imitate their prac- 
tices, and ſo hurt their own growth, and endanger their fouls.| Now i hes 
on my heart to teſtify, upon this occaſion, that I have found the miniſters 
of Chriſt, whom I have converſed with in this age, walk ſo towards me and 
others, ſtill turning me to that light, Spirit, and truth in my own particu- 
lar, wherein the knowledge of truth was to be given me by the Lord, and 
not impoſing upon me that which they knew to be truth, before the Lord 
had prepared and fitted my heart for the knowledge thereof. And this 
is ſtill the courſe and practice of the miniſters of Chriſt to this dax. 
Queſt. But muſt not the miniſter of Chriſt, who is ordained of God to 
watch for the ſoul, watch againſt that, which (if hearkened to by any parti- 
cular) will ſhut the conſcience againſt Chriſt, and open it to another Nast 
who is often working in a myſtery to deceive it? And if they ſee the work. 
ings of this other Pint in any, ought they not, in faithfulneſs to Chriſt, 
and to the ſouls of ſuch, to warn them of it? And if any, having let in 
the wrong ſpirit, turn from, and deny, the EE which the Lord once 
taught them (and wherein the teſtimony of truth ſtands) into practices 
which are of the world, and anſwer the world's ſpirit, and tend to weaker 
the faithful teſtimonies of others in the true light and Spirit; ought the 
miniſter of Chriſt to leave theſe perſons to their openneſs to a wrong ſpirit, and 
wrong practices, wherein they deny the Lord that bought them and en9 
lighteged them, and are ſhut up againſt the viſitations and teſtimonies of 
God's true Spirit and power in his children, who keep their habitarions in 
that light which theſe are departed from, though they make ever fo great 


„„ The next Citation. | wn ar 
I poer hearts f Boe fimply Ho they rome thith#t where they once taſted re- 


1 freſoment, to find wholeſome advice, not 'ſuſptHting what is got up there 
.* ſince; and ſo give dominion t6 a wrong thing, and take direftions from a 
"wrong ſhit, and etriy their own Tape? Therefore the main thing 
s. xo keep the conſcience pure to the Lord, und wot te take things for truths 


becauſe 


Some: Mifreproſentati ens of hes. ee, 373 
becauſe others. ſes them to le . . 49; 220 till the. Spirit me 
" | mani eee run. int, Wor ſhips, 775 es, 
ces, becauſe others are led t hes but {ei N Spirit, le e. 
tber. He that mattes babe ih rich (even in rei gion, running "inta, 
Lehe, and into 1 and performances 72 be feel a.true.and. E 
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e exverienced in” clam Be. ie abs EX 
when ſome, having departed. from the power whereby the innocent lambs 
had taſted ſweet nouriſhment and refreſhment through them, and haye come 
afterwards, for that which is wholeſome, not ſuſpecting what was got up in 
them ſince, and ſo gave dominion to a wrong thing, and took Ae een 
from a wrong ſpirit, and betrayed. their own limplicity. | 

| -2ueſt. But had theſe reſorted to the church, and. waited for judgment 
from the church, to whom God has given eyes to ſee, in ſuch caſes as may 
paſs the eye- ſight of the particular, and a mouth to ſpeak ; might not the 
church have been inſtrumental to have opened the true eye in them alſo, 
and ſo have preſerved them from being inſnared, by any that ran out from 
the truth in their own particulars, and loſt, their habitation therein? And 
mark, when the church was in its great glory, cloathed with the ſun, and 
the moon under its feet, and aye yoo with a 1 9 of N ſtars, Jo the 
dragon, even then, . might prevai ſome ſtars, and with his tail ſw 
them down from dale Pe * N church he could not prevail 585 
The gates of hell, the power of che dragon, the mouth of the dj 
the tail of the dragon (which: what if I ſhould fay is the falſe prophet wick 
in) cannot. NG 

Farther Confirm. Indeed, the main thing is to "IL the conſcience pure 
to the Lord. To bring men to that which purifies the conſcience, and to 
keep them to it, this is the great work. Men muſt not take things for 
truths, becauſe others ſee them to be truths (that is not God's way, nor did 
his miniſters ever fo teach) but to wait till God's Spirit makes them manifeſt; 
to the particular. Nor muſt men run into worſhips,. duties, performances, 
or practices, becauſe others are led thither, but wait till the Spirit lead every 
one in his own. particular A | 

9eft. Where is the faithful miniſter that teacheth otherwiſe, or | aQtiſerh 
otherwiſe at this day? I am fure I never met with any thing of this na- 
ture from any of them, but only one that ran out in his own particular, 
who firſt endeavoured to draw me from eſtèeming or taking directions from 
others, and then would have given me directions himſelf, and would 8 


and undertake to propheſy great things of me, that he might have 
up that part in me, w wang could have anſwered. him. And though he 

| a Ree, <P at this Vere which the Lord 

Further 
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ſelf be dead, yet his ſpirit is 
Aer and preſetve! bis p 
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Furtber Confirm. It is not good 


urther Confirm. It ih, hot good to make haſte to be rich (no not in tell 
gion). He that rightly believech, and abideth in the true and living faith, 
makes not haſte to fun into knowledge, worſhips, and performances, be- 
fore he feel his guide] but rather chuſeth to be as'a weaned child, lying 
low before the Lord, in brokenneſs of ſpirit, and not meddling with things 
too high for him; and ſo he is kept in innocency, poverty, and humility 
before the Lord, and preſerved out of the bed of the ſtranger (the ſtrange 
ſpirit and power), and fo not judged or condemned by the Bord, for either 
_ {pirttual adultery or idolatry. wen NI |? ! 95. WAS. oF? 10, wil 
2veft.- But he that lets in a wrong ſpirit, that miſtakes about the light in 
him, and judgeth that which is indeed darkneſs to be it, and errs from the 
true church, and denies the authority of God's Spirit and power in it, and 
is not preſerved thereby, but entangled and bewitched: with this wrong 
{pirir, and in it teſtifies againſt the true church and the true Spirit, and the 
miniſtry and miniſters of Chriſt; is not he joined to the: ſpitit of whore - 
dom in his own particular? And hath not he ſet up an idol in his on 
Heart, inſtead of the true light there? And doth not he worſhip and obe 
that idol, that w ſpirit, that wrong power? And will not the Lord 
viſit and judge him for his ſpiritual adultery and idolatry from the true? 
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IN the apoſtles days, Chriſtians were too apt to firive after a wrong unity and 
1 wniformity in outward practices and obſervations, and to judge one another 
_ unrighteauſly in theſe things. And mark, it is not the different prattics 
from one another that breaks the peace and unity, but the judging 2 
- decauſe of differing practices. He. that keeps not a day, may unite in the 
ſame 12 the life, in the ſame love with 22 that 2 a day; 
and be-who keeps a day, may unite in beart and foul with the ſame Spirit 
and life in him who keeps not a day; but be that judgeth the other becauſe 
of either , of theſe, errs from the Spirit, from the love, from the life, and 
Jo breaks the bond of unity. And be that draws another to am practice, be. 
fore the Ife in his own particular lead him, doth as much as in bim lies io 
 deftroy the ſoul of that perſon. This was the apoſtle*s rule, for every 
ts perform ſingly to the Lord what he did, and not for one to medale wit, 
' the light or conſcience of another, &c. but every one to keep cloſe to their 
ou meaſure, &c. and bere is the true unity in the Spirit, in the inwar 
life, and not in an outward umformity ; that was not neceſſary in the apo: 


dies | days, nor is it neceſſary now: and that eye, which ſo dotes upon it, 
| foal begs. #5 neceſſary. | ts Oe A 1 


Confirm. This is ſo manifeſt from that ſeripture ture quoted by me, which is 
here omitted, that he that ſhall read that ſcriprure, which is Rom. xiv. may 
eaſily obſerve the apoſtle affirming and teaching theſe things. © Gl 

| | | at 


That even in the a ſtles days, Chriſt: Chriſtians » were too apt to firive FAY A 
wrong unity, and cap ormi practices and obſervations, and to 
judge one another pace e c 8 in Ne ings, is manifeſt from the ſeve- 
ral inſtruQtions"and exhortations given to this churc LH this. chap. 7 ver. 
2, 3 4. One believeth that he may eat 1 ht ;. anotber bd is weak 24 


 berbs. Let not 12 that eateth, "deſpiſe bim t at tate D nat; % tet no 

thar eateth not, judge bim hat [oy for received bim. Who art 

thau that judg ther mau ſervant , "To, his own 055 be Sandeth or Tal. 
erb; yea, he 25105 3 bolden up, for God 4s able'to make him ftand. © 
| Yea, in matters of worſhip, (as. keeping and obſerving a day to God, or 
not Keepin it] it is nat the different practice from one another that breaks 
the — the judging of one's another, becauſe of differing practices. 
So the apoſtle plainly holds forth, Ver. Fo 6. 15 on man eſteemeth one day above 
another ; 1 pr 8 every day. very man be fully perſuaded in bis 
own mind. He that regardeth the. hs A it unto the Lord; and be that 
regardeth not the day, to the Lord be 2K not regard it. He that eateth, ,eateth | 
to the Lord, for be givetb God thanks, and be that eateth not, to the Lord be 
eateth not; and giveth God thanks. | 

And "mg that draws another to any practice, before ae life in his own 
particular lead him, doth as much as in him lies to deſtroy the ſoul of that 
perſon. So the apoſtle ſignifies, ver. 5. (which was quoted in my book) in 
that he faith, Deſtrey not bim with thy meat, for whom Chriſt died. So 
that not an outward uniformity in all thing, but an unity, in the one Spirit 
and life, is the neceſſary thing. And there may. be unity, and love, and 
life, and peace, without an uniformity i in proline further than the Spirit 
of Cod wn eld pas, 9 A By f 

But if the hath taught a t e eye in him 

that he opened in others, and brought bim into unity and uniformity with 
the church, in the practices which the Lord hath taught it; and he after- 
wards let in another ſpirit, and fall from theſe, practices, and judge the very 
church itſelf for continuing in them; may not the church teſtify to chi 
perſon, that he is erred from his guide, bath loſt the light in himſelf, and 
ſo judgeth amiſs, both concerning himſelf and concerning the church of 
God? This hath been the ſtate of ſome who went out from among us for- 
merly, and may alſo be the ſtate of ſome who .g9 out from us now. For as 
there is one that gathers to the true church; ſo there is another that en- 
deavours to draw and ſcatter from it, and chen to cauſe men to turn head 
againſt it, as if it were not of God, but apoſtatized from the Spirit and 
principle of truth, which indeed is 1 ſtate and condition in God's 
ſight; but not the church's, which was gathered and K by him, 


glory to the Lord, over all the accuſationa o the ac » through what. 
mouth er ke utter en pn... 
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aq 1 The next Citation. 


O how foks ant e is it to the 1 ritual Bos to > Be 15 5 5 
forts of believers, ſeveral forms of Chriſtians in the ſchool of Chriſt, 
every one learning their own leſſon, performing their own peculiar fer vice, 
and knowing, owning, and loving one another in their ſeveral places, and 
different performances to their maſter, to whom they are to give an account, 
and not to quarrel one with another about their different practices This is 

the true ground of love and unity, not that ſuch a man walks and does 
Ju as J do, but becauſe I feel the ſame A het life in 32 and that be 
wells; in his rank, in his own order, in his proper way and mY of * : 
tion to that. And this is far more pleaſing to me, than i ; 

in the track wherein I wall; nay (ſo far as I am ſpiri 7 7 41 75 | 


much as defire that he ſhould do ſo, oe be be particularly led thereto, by f 
the ſame Spirit that led me. 5 


Confirm. The ſpiritual eye beholdeth chin s aright, beholdeth thi I 
the Lord, and taſteth ſweetneſs in, and is thing d with, that which is res ae : 
If every one did eye the Lord, ſubject to the Lord, anſwer the light and 
Spirit of the Lord in their own hearts, though the forms in the ſchool of 
Chriſt be higher or lower, the leſſons different, and the practices anſwer- 
able, yet every one minding his own place and leſſon, and performing his 
own peculiar ſervice, the ſpiritual eye would be delighted therewith. And 
thoſe that are of the true ſeed and birth do know, own, and love one an- 
other in their ſeveral places, and different performances to their maſter, to 
whom they are to give an account; and do not quarrel with one another 
about their different performances. Oh! how ſweetly is this practiſed and 
experienced among us at this day! 

And unity in the life is the ground of true brotherly love and fellowſhip. 
Not that another man walks juſt as I do; but though he be weaker or 
ſtronger, yet he walks by the ſame principle of light, and is felt in the - 
ſame Spirit of life, which guideth both the weak and the ſtrong, in their 
ſeveral ranks, order, proper way, and place of ſubjection, to that one Spine 
of life and truth, which all are to be ſubject to. 

Nay, he that is truly ſpiritual and ſtrong in the 5 Spirit of the 
Lord, cannot deſire that the weak ſhould walk juſt as he does; but only as 
they are ſtrengthened, taught, and led thereunto, by the fame Spirit _ "a 
ſtrengthened, taught, and led him, J 

Queſt. This is true concerning every one that is in the faith, that nth 
the true light, that is in the true Spirit; and keeps his rank, order, place, 
and ſubjection, though in a weak and low degree; but will this hold good 
concerning any that have erred from the faith, have made ſhipwreck there- 
of; and have turned from the true light and Spirit 1 in themſelves, and . 

ir 


their rank, order, and teſtimony againſt the "world, — are again become 
one with the world, even ig thoſe tices which the pirit of the 
world delights 1 in, and whit the 2 of the Lord hath teſtified, and till 
 reflifieth againſt, in al that ar and, keep 10 their firſt Iþ 
light? Is the church to bea their p or on ſuch 
or believe that they now walk according. to the light which firſt eg 
them? 1s not the. ſpirit of juc lgment 1 with the church? Hath not God given 
her diceraing ? He be | 15 Power and authority from God to try ſpirits ? 
Yea, and W judg e f. its, that have loſt their habitation in the light, 
1 h they Ba ſtill Pretend to dwell there; can ſhe not try thoſe which 
y are Jews and are not, but have loſt. the light, Spirit, and power 
ele h circumciſeth, and keepeth circumciſed, and are run back into the un- 
circumciſed aths of the world SY which came from, and anſwer the un- 
circumciſed ſpirit ani, e in themſelves and others ?: | 
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ND be that knows what it is to renew any truths from the Spirit, and 
to be led into any practices by the Spirit, and how prone the fliſhly part 
is to make baſte, and how dangerous that haſte is, Will not be forward to 
preſs his knowledge or practices upon others, but rather wait patiently till 
. + the Lord fit them for the receiving thereof, and fear left they 8 receive 
and pratiiſe too ſoon, even in that part which cannot ſerve the | 


| Con firm. I will ſend the comforter, the Spirit of truth, caith Chriſt ts is 
diſciples, and he ſhall lead you into all truth. Now the diſciple of Chriſt is 
led into truth, in the croſs to that part wherein others may receive the no- 
tions of things; yea, perhaps of truth irſelf. And the diſciple muſt alſo 
abide in the croſs, after that the Lord hath given him the true knowledge, 
or he cannot be rightly led into the practice of what he knows. So that 
the diſciple comes very hardly, both by his knowledge, and by his ability 
to practiſe, what the Spirit of God teacheth him and requireth of him. 
There | is a fleſhly part indeed, prone to make haſte ; but that haſte is dan- 
gerous, and that fleſhly part, in all its haſty deſires and motions, is to be 
denied, and kept down. And he that is diligent i in denying and keeping 
down that fleſhy: 3 in himſelf (with the forwardneſs and haſtineſs = 
of) cannot eaſily be forward to preſs his knowledge and 2 ＋ 
others; but will be patiently waiting on the Lord, for theit y and 
ſonable underſtanding of the truth, and growtn in it; and — Jeſt 
ſhould run before their guide, and be practiſing too ſoon even in that part 
which cannot ſerve the Lord; for the Lord muſt be feryed a Open in 
his Spirit and truth; and thither are all to be directed and brought, and 
N wind to be . kept, or * nnd W ge aan nere 
arighht. 
Vol. . Were has Qu. 
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wa ill for er ie age inſt? 15 not We . — to s ſpirit, and 
theſe faRtices, and tlie Fenan that hath hearktened to this e e 
found in theſe practices? That he may turn from this ſpirit and practices, 
to the true Spirit, and to the true teſtimony and practices which it once 
taught him, and ſtill teacheth all that hearken to its voice and hay mo- 
tions, and liſten not to the voice _ as, 0: crdin wh a a ſtranger... 9 o$35d! 
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The next Citation. =. oY 3 | 855 walk 15 

H E great error of the flate WW the apoſtaſy, hath OW to; ſet up an oat- 

T. ward order and uniformity, and to make mens conſciences Jen thereto, 

either by,atguments of wiſdam, or . by force but the property of the true 

church. 22 ts, to leave the conſcience to its full liber ery in the Lord, 

to preſerve it ſingle and entire for the Lord ta exerciſe, a feek unity 

in the light, SF; in the Spirit, walking ſweetly and barnoniouſy 2 
in the midſt of differing froficer. 


Confirm. That there have been ages of apoſtaſy Hom the true Spirit and 
power of the apoſtles, is very manifeſt, both by the doctrines, diſcipline 
and cruel practices of thoſe, that would have themſelves accounted the inde 
church, and true believers and Chriſtians. And that they have ſet 3 
outward order and conformity, and have uſed both arguments of Fi om 
and alſo force, to make mens conſciences to bend thereto; this. is. as mani- 
feſt as the former. Now that this hath been an error, and a great error, is 
very manifeſt alſo; becauſe it is contrary to the nature of conſcience, 
which is to be led by God's Spirit, not bent by man's wiſdom and conſtraint, 
and contrary to Chriſt and is apoſtles doctrine and practice, who: would 
have every man fully perſuaded of what he performs to God, from whom 
he muſt receive the reward and approbation, or the diſlike and-puniſhment, 
for his anſwering or diſobeying "the light which God ſets up, or cauſeth to 
ſhine, in his own conſcience, 

Sod the property of the true church - government, and thepragice and 
path of the true church in theſe our days, is to leave the conſcience to its 
ull Hberty in the Lord ; to Pres it ſingle and entire for the Lord, and 

to ſeek unity in the light and in the Spirit, walking ſweetly and harmoniouſly 


together in the midſt of differing practices. Nay, it is not che deſite 
the church at this day, that any ſhould come up into the practice, or holy 
order of the goſpel, according to what the Lord hath taught Wr Vor 
onl as the Lord teacheth and leadeth them. 
2 Concerning what conſcience is this to be underſtood ? 35 it ro be 
underſtood of the tender and weak eanſcience? Or of the hard _ ſeared 
conſcience ? 


eee 


by him f 


ids hee for- 
ſaken — true 155 * Spirit, — power, and 8 —— the truth, and 
is in a „ wilful, hardened: liberty and ſubtilty, to be left to its 
liberty, and 39 hat fre which. den ir ur and hardenech it in a had ik 
liberty? Can there be any unity, in the light and in the Spirit, had wi 
thoſe who are erred from the lig t and — the Spirit, and are . 5 
their own hearts concerning it, and 00, 7 t only pretend to it? Can they 
walk ſweetly and barmonicuſly tog bo” Bring practices, who — 
alſo in the ground, and are not one in * foundation even in the true 
and Spirit Td Lord? Ought not the church to this ſpirit, with $ 
libercy and evil conſcience (for that ſpirit will male the conſciences of all 
that let it in, evil), as well as, to the utmoſt, to cheriſh the liberty of the 
tender conſciences in and to the Lord? Read and conſider theſe 9 
fol eee N. . 2 eee, e 
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| The next Citation 
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A225 this 7 1 ann HP Ra toncerning my 3 F Pirie <5 
ward to draw any, kit bur to any — T believed to be true, ar 10 any 
pratlict tr way of worſbiß I obſerved or walked in; but defired thut ür 

' potoer ant headings of ae e them, and I was afraid læſt men 
Poul vbctive things from my band, and not from the Lord c. He hath 
ricten in the margent of the book he ſent me, Ob! what a Fn | 
iris was beret Intiſnating = if it were not ſo with me now. I 


cbm Bleſſed be the Lord, it was & with me formerly, and.is 10 with 
me daily” more and more; for as T wait on the Lord in his truth, which 
makes tender; ſo upon this occaſion, being forced to it, J cannot but con- 
feſs, that T'witnefs the Lord daily more and more uniting my ſpirit to him 
in his truth; and as truth increaſeth, ſo the tenderneſs which comes from 
it till increaſeth in me, and I do not (nay, I may ee the cuntrary 
is ſo written on my heart) ſo! much as deſire to rt o hat practice 
or way of worſhip I believe to be true, and am taught G04 to o | 
but this A. the longing of my ſoul, that che power and leading of life may 
Fold re e them; and I daily behave myſelf as one that is . teſt men 
Id receive things from my hand, and not from the Lord's. 

' Oxeſt: Let, where I find perfons: manifeſtly; warp and turn ali the 
truth, and let in a wrong thing, and reſtify againſt the t -way of 
the Lord, and their hiearts hardened -- by the ſubtiley of Heh who hath-de- 
ceived them may I not ſingly and faithfully teſtify ĩt - to them, in 
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holy teſtimony and practices thereof,” and not cor 


from the light and truth, 'who abide in it, nor juſtify themſelves as abiding 
Dun * Fee Ni ; «$37 


Init, when they are really departed from it: £ 
en N neee on 2rvel i. Trav vis a>; 
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His laſt Citation of Words of mine is out of another Bock, intituled, 

en Anſiwer to the common Objection, &c. p. 8. The Words are 
14 theſe — 4 110 e 11 $i * 1 77 . — „„ | ered roxy — 
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the true church-power, bit at beſt but 4 
Her „ 204) Senn ons hivabahuns: 
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Confirm. The power which Chriſt hath given his church is not to ſpare 


worſhip, to be ſure is not the tr 


wit offthe ere. "fas © ord wer) 
-. Queſt. But that power in the church which doth not ſpare © om but 
is very gentle and tender to all tender conſciences, is not that the true 


cannot ſhelter that Which is indeed contrary to it from the holy and righ- 
teous judgment of the Spirit and power of God in his church i | 


Thus. I have gone over theſe ſeveral citations of John Pennymans, and 
punctually ſet them down as he had cited them, and ſpoken mate words to 8 
the confirmation of them, to manifeſt to others, as I find it plainly with 
me before the Lord; that I am fully the ſame at this day, in the ſenſe and 
delief of my heart, as I was then; believing the ſame truth, and as teady 
to hold it forth, if the Lord at any time. ſhall call me unto it, as I 
was then. But I was not then | againſt true church government; nor 
did intend; this to encourage any man to ſhelter himſelf, by 4 pre- 
rence to the light in himſelf, againſt true church- government; aſſuredly 
knowing that the ſpirit of the prophets is e to the prophets; 
and that he that is truly ſubject to, the light and Spirit of God in his 
own heart, will be taught thereby ta be ſubject to it allo. in others. For 
the life, Spirit, and power of God doth not riſe in vain in any; and he that 
hath the true ear open, will hear its. voice in whomſoever it ſpeaks; and he 
that doth not hear its voice, when it ſpeaks through any to him, doth not 
hear with the circumciſed ear, nor underſtand with the circumciſed heart. 
So that John a in citing theſe my words, as if in ſo writing I was 
againſt the true church- government, or ſetting up the government of any 
particular man (upon any pretence whatſoever) above the ſenſe, underſtand- 
ing, and judgment of the true church, does me great wrong, even before 
the Lord, who knoweth that it was otherwiſe with me in that day; and lie 
greatly wrongeth my words, which did not ſignify any ſuch thing: for in 
the very ſame book, and in ſome of the pages which he quotes, there is ex- 
reſſed a ſenſe of, and a teſtimony to, the true church- government, which 
e the Spirit of the Lord will give forth, and lead his into, as the 
neceſſities and occaſions of the church require. For as the Lord is not 
wanting to the particular, ſo will he not be wanting to the general: but he 
Js fahl, who hath promiſed to be with his church and people, who. wait 
upon him, and look up to him for the light and judgment of his Spirit in 
things wherein he engageth them, and which require their ſingle diſcerning 
and judgment in 24/12 C212 , | 

To manifeſt, therefore, from this very book, what my belief was, and 

how hearty I was to church- government, and ſenſible of the neceſſity and 

uſefulneſs of it, I ſhall recite ſome paſſages out of it. e 
Firſt, I ſhall mention the title =" that part of my, book, which had John 
Pennyman expreſſed fully, as it is in the title - page, is thus: ¶ pereunto 
ſomewhat is added about the authority and government. which Chriſt excluded out 
of his church; wbich occafioneth; ſomewhat concerning the true churth-government. 
This. might have poiſed. people's ſpirits .in the reading of his Citations, 
from judging me to direct men to the ſetting up of any thing in their 
minds 26% conſciences which they may call light, in oppoſition to the light 
and Spirit of God in his church, or to ſet up a private judgment in them- 
ſelves, above the light and judgment of God's Spirit in the church. For as 
the church is to be tender of every member, ſo every member is to be * 
| an 
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582 Some-Miſreprefe | of me, &c. 


and regardful de ee f the poyer the a 
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ver 28 nothing to butt in the mountain of God's bolingſt; but there is 4e 
teous ſcepter, a feet ſcepter, 6 N ſcepter, which riacheth the ſpirit in the 
power of life, but toucheth not the outward man. To which 1 may add, 1 * 

wet of the church is not to hurt the outward _ "ax þ nor thi. tout 
wow but is for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the may be ſaved. 
And when the church hath teſtified againſt their practices, or denied their 


ſpirit; it leaves them to the Lord; yet ſtill praying to him that repentance 


fn be given them, and mercy ſhewn them by 8 WW 8 0 W 8e 
r ever. 


Another Paſſage ih p. 77. . kde 


| Za ho is v v. F 
and trample upon it : and afterwards, that in thee - ariſe with: os fit bs 
teach, Jea, and to rule in the Lord, cc. N . $i 


P. 78. The example of Chriſt is 1 mbodid ade n wrong au- 


thority over his diſciples, though he was their Lord and Maſter, which ſig- 


nified both greatneſs above them, and authority over them, ſee tine 15. 
Yet Chrift took not upon him this kind of greatneſs, nor did exerciſe this kind of 
authority; but he was a ſervant, &c. and did miniſter. 
So that there was one kind of greatneſs and authority which Chriſt did 
not exerciſe, and which his church alſo is not to meddle with: but there 
was another kind of authority which he had, and which he, who hath all 
power in heaven and earth, giveth to his church, to partake with him i in, 
and to act in his name. 
But + ſhould I mention any ſuch ſmall touches at the thing, how! i 
is directly ſpoken to in a Queſtion propounded, and the Auſwer thereto, 
79, 80. Ge.? I ſhall therefore ſet down the Queſtion, and part oh the 6 
Ro thereto z "the whole being too long to be here inferted. 


Queſt. Bur is there to be nv greatneſs, no authority, A SA 
Feſus, or in the Church of Chriſt? Is every one to do what be will, to de 
fut ect to bis own fancies and imaginations, to the inventions of his own 
"corrupt heart? What 2 confuſed building will this be ? Sarely this will not 
- „ even e and 


et Fs 


Ave, There i is to > be ods kind E yredtmeſs, no ſuch kind Aer 
Yet there is both a greatuels and * ſuitable to the ſtate of arab 
uita | 


6 „ me, &. 35 
ſuitable to chat we Chats e they are. There are lane, there 
are governments, there are governors, there is a ruling, and theres. 3 ſub · 

ection; but all in the Spirit, all ſuitable to that which is to be governed ; 
but no government of, or according to, the fleſh.. As Chriſt's kingdom is 
not of this world, ſa the N 14 hes church and people is not ac- 
cording to the world: 5 as that wh gathers is h and that which 
is athered is ſpiritual, ſo that which is phony is the ſpirits of his people, 
and they are to be .governed by his Spirit, and ſpiritually, and not after a 
fleſhly manner. Thus Chriſt himſelf, though he Finiffered to his 25155 
yet he alſo was their Lord and Maſter, and in the Spirit and life of the. 
ther ruled over them; and thus the apoſtles, and other miniſters of Chi 
had likewiſe in the Spirit the care of the churches, and authority in FA 
Lord by his Spirit to govern the ſpirits of his people: not to Sei after 
a fleſhly manner, by their own wills, nor to preſcribe to them in a lordly way, 
either what they ſhould believe or ry bur in the light and in the power 
of the Spirit, to make their way into every one's conſcience in the ſight of 
God, miniſtring to every one in the Spirit according to their capacity and 
growth, and waiting patiently for God to convey the food and nouriſhment, 
and to build their ſpirits up in the faith b 
The ſpirit of the prophets is ſubject to the Prophets. Here is the govern- 
ment; here 1s the-law of rule anc 17 2521 in the life. Every one feel- 
ing a meaſure of the Spirit in himſelf, is thereby taught to own and ſub- 
ject to a greater meaſure of the ſame Spirit in p fig He that hath. yo 
meaſure of the Spirit of God, he is not of God, he | is none of Ohrift 82 and | 
he that hath received a meaſure of the Spirit, in the Jay irit feels an- 
other's meaſure, and owneth it in its place and fervi Knoweth its 
moving, and cannot quench it, but giveth way to it wit 7 and delight. 
When the Spirit moves in any one to ſpeak, the ſame beo moves in the 
other to be ſubject and give way: and fo every one keepi to his own 
meaſure in the Spirit, here can be no diforder, but true ſubjection of every 
| 2 and where this is e it cannot be c . outward 
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Secondly, That the Conſtience be Ha rn, chat ee be received | N ac- 
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584 Same Miftefreſenta 
+; There is likewiſe.an O gef ien anſwere 


ws bf m4 J 5 8 3 . 5 Is | 4-4), SEE! 111 1 e 5 40 4 604 5 ha Ye ; Ty 
Object. But is not uniformity lovely; and doth not the apeſtis exhort Chriſtians 
Is beef one mind; and were it not a fweet thing if we were all of one heart, 
/ AAA ES CH EY: 


MIWers d about Uniformity, . 87 88. which 
being very, large, and tending further to open the rep heart in 
thing, ſhall allo here, annex. GYSHI LT x OF Ne * Fil fy "oF > Me uh 
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' Anfw, Yea, uniformity is very lovely, and to be deſired and waited for, 
as the Opirit of the Lord, which is one, leads and draws into one. But for 


the fleſhly part (the wiſe reaſoning part of man) by fleſhly ways and means 
to ſtrive 8 about a fleſhly Nui e W ich inſnares and 1 0 
bears the tender conſcience, this is not lovely, nor ſpiritual, nor Chriſtian. 

And the apoſtle who exhorts Chriſtians to one mind, yet doth, not bid them 
force one another into one mind, but walk together ſweetly fo far as they 
had attained ; and wherein they were otherwiſe minded, God in his due 
time would reveal more to them, Ph]. iii. 15, 16. He that hath, to him 
ſhall be given. And the intent and work of the miniſtry (with the ſeveral 
miniſtrations of it) is to bring into the unity (Epheſ. iv. 13.) as perſons are 
able to follow, and not to force all men into one practice or way; that is 
the way to deſtroy the faith, and the true unity, and at beſt can introduce 
but a fleſhly appearance of unity in ſuch a form of worſhip and godlineſs as 
eats out the power. And for being of one heart, and one way, bleſſed be 
the Lord, this is in meaſure known and witneſſed, The way is one; Chriſt 
the truth of God; and he that is in the faith, and in the obedience to 
that light which ſhines from his Spirit into the heart of every believer, hath 
a taſte of the one heart, and of the one way ; and knoweth that no variety 
of practices (which is of God) can make a breach in the true unity. This 
is the one way, for every one to be ſubject to that light of Chriſt's Spirit 
which he hath received from Chriſt ;- and every one keeping here, there is 
alſo one heart kept in the midſt of all the variety and diverſity of practices. 
And the unity being thus kept, all will come into one outwardly alſo at 
length, as the light grows in every one, and as every one grows into the 
light : but this muſt be patiently waited for from the hand of God (who 
hath the right way of effecting it, and who alone can do it) and not harſhly 
and cruelly attempted by the rough hand of man. | 


Now J deſire all that would not injure and wrong another (in taking 
part of one's ſenſe and mind, and concealing the other) to obſerve how ſe- 
rious my heart is in the ſight of the Lord concerning church-government, 
and unity and uniformity among the people of the Lord, in the Spirit and 
power of the Lord, as the Lord ſhall pleaſe rightly and orderly to bring it 
torth, and not otherwiſe. And my words fo plainly ſignifying, and holding 


forth 


Some Miſrepreſentations of me, &c. 585 
forth this, Oh! how will J. Pennyman anſwer it to the great God, for thus 
miſrepreſenting me, and ſtriving to make my words ſignify that which they 
never did, and as a proof how contrary our doctrine was then, to what it 
hath been of late years; whereas, in that very book he cites, my words are 
full concerning church- government, the authority of the church, and the 
duty of ſubjection to it in the life, as was before recited. 5 

I have been in a great travail of fpirit for J. Pennyman, the Lord hav- 
ing ſnewed me his ſpirit and ſtate (as he hath alſo done to many others, 
who abide in this pure holy light which he hath forſaken, and is departed 
from); and this hath been the cry of my heart to the God and Father of 

my life for him, in great brokenneſs and tears, many times; Father, for- 
give him, for be knows not what he does. He knows not what Spirit and power 
he afts againſt, nor what Spirit and power it is that leads him. Ob |! that be 
might ſee it, and turn from it, and live] And oh! that all that err, and are 
miſtaken in judgment, might have a ſenſe of that which is truth indeed, and of 
that which is darkneſs indeed in their own hearts; and might not put darkneſs 
for light, and light for darkheſs, as too many now do, to fh great hurt f their 
own ſouls, and the hardening of others againſt God's precious way and truth, 
which will be bitterneſs in the latter end unto all ſuch ! 
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ADDED, CONCERNING 


mu” HAT it is the holy will and pleaſure of the great God that his 
| church ſhould be governed by his Holy Spirit and -power re- 
vealed in it. God is the God of order, and not of confuſion, and he would 
have every thing in the right and holy order every where, eſpecially in his 
church. He hath given a meaſure of his good Spirit to every man, and he 
would have every man governed thereby : and he hath given more of his 
good =— and holy power to his church than to any particular, and he 
would have his church governed thereby. Read the epiſtles of Chriſt to 
the churches in the ſecond and third chapters of the Revelatrons, and ſee 
how government and care over their members is expected from them. A 
church is a gathering in the name, power, and authority of the Moſt | 
High ; and Chriſt, to whom God gave all power in heaven and earth, is in 
them, and with them. God knows they can do nothing without his power; 
and he is faithful who hath appointed them to meet together in his name, 
and he will not fail them. How hath this been experienced in former days 
And how has this been experienced in this our day, blefſed be the name of 
our God! The life that ſprings in the church, the light that fhines in the 
church, the power and preſence of the Lord that is revealed in his church, 
oh! how glorious is it! God hath not gathered nor preſerved a people 
through ſo many trials, nor ſo exerciſed and built them up m his pure tear, 
Holy Spirit, and living truth, to leave them ſo ſuddenly, and caſt them off, 
as ſome men vainly imagine; but as the Lord hath thrown down that which 
ſhall never be built up more, ſo the Lord hath built up that which ſhall ne- 


ver 


Three or four Gonfiderations added, &c. 587 
ver be thrown down more, and brought many of his people to a ſettled ſtate, 
in the unchangeable truth and power. \ 


_- Secondly, It is the great work of Satan, and the great intereſt of Satan, 
to oppoſe the holy order and government of the Spirit of Chriſt in his 
church. It is that power which threw down his kingdom, and that power 
will keep his kingdom down; yea, the more that authority and power is 
eſtabliſhed in the church, the more he is ſeen through, and his ſtrength 
and ſubtilty avail nothing before the wiſdom and power of God revealed in 
his church. And this we have obſerved, and may obſerve, in this our day, 
the judgment of the church, the life in the church, the light that hach 
ſtayed with the church and holy gathering, while particulars ſometimes have 
been miſtaken, and erred about the light in themſelves, hath. been a itay 
to thoſe that have hearkened to her voice, and a means to help to recover 
thoſe, who through the ſtrength of the temptation, and their too confident. 
leaning to that which they took for the light within, and nor conſulting 
with thoſe whom God had ordained to be an help to the weak, and had a 
clearer eye- ſight and underſtanding in the truth than themſelves; I Jay, the 
light that hath ſtayed with the church, hath been a help to recover ſuch 
who have miſtaken in judgment, and erred from the light in their own par- 
Thirdly, There is great benefit and ſafety to every particular in the holy 
order and government which God hath ordained in his church. God know- 
eth it is not fit for believers or his gathered-ones to be alone, and there- 
fore he hath appointed, that by the ſame power and Spirit which gathered 
them, they ſhould be added to the church which he bath already gathered. 
And then they are in the place where God. takes care of. them ;, where the _ | 


* 7 


Lord God appears; where the Lord God dwells. For as be dwelt out: 
wardly in the national church of the Jews, ſo he dwells inwardly in the ſpi- 
ritual church, and gathering of believers. There life is in its unity and 
ſtrength; there light ſhines: as in its proper place; there the Shepherd is 
who keeps the ſheep from erring; there the leading power, the preſerying 
power, the ordering power, is daily waited for, and experienced in. its 
brightneſs. and clearnets.. M de is to. him that is alone; but bleſſings are upon 
him who is. in unity with, God's holy gathered people, and is in the ſenſe, of, 
and under the guidance of, that Spirit which is continually preſent with 
them. And as we have witneſſed bleſſings in ua orden 9 we 
were gathered and joined to the light, Spirit, and power of the holy God 
in our own. particulars, ſo, we haue witneſſed bleſſings in our unity with the 
life in the body. Oh! how every, motion of life is felt there] How. thę 
wiſdom and power of God is revealed there! What help W to 
every member there! How is the knitting in the life, and the flowing 0 the 

lite and haly power from veſſel. 10 Veſſeb daily experienced the el. Jo cha 
every one is quickened with the pure life; every one ſeaſoned with the 
pure ſalt; every virgin anointed with the holy ointment z every one leavened 
ELLE 9 with 
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-with the leaven which unleavens to fin and Satan, and leavems to God. In- 
deed my ſoul daily bleſſeth the Lord, not only that he hath viſited me, but 
brought me into the holy living foci and that daily the Lord vouch- 
ſafeth to give me to partake of their l e and Spirit, in which life and Spirit 
F have unity with them, and love them, and honour them, and not out of 
it. Oh! praiſes, and everlaſting honour, and renown to the Lord my God, 
who hath remembered me with the favour he bears to his people, and hath 
ſo viſited me with his ſalvation, that he hath given me to ſee the good of 
his choſen, and cauſed my poor, deſolate, mourning foul to rejoice in the 
gladneſs of his nation, and to glory in him with his inheritance. Glorious 
things were ſpoken of the church under the law; a glorious power and 
preſence was with that outward people, under that outward covenant z but 
this was but a ſhadow of the glory that was to be revealed in the church of 
the new covenant, and of the preſence and power of the living God, that 
was to be manifeſted and dwell there. And indeed it is manifeſted, indeed 
it doth dwell there, and thoſe that are the begotten, and born, and pre- 
_ by God's Holy Spirit, and power of the immortal Word of life, _ | 
witneſs it. 

Fourthly, The glory and beauty of the New-Teſtament-church doth in no 
ſmall degree conſiſt in the holy order and government of them, as a ſpiritual 
living body, by the bleſſed Spirit and power of the Lord. © 


There were fond things nana the glory of the church of the Jews un- 
der the covenant did much conſiſt. 

The fir/# was, in the ſalvation where with God Ae em, ag which 
he beſtowed upon them. Happy art thou, O Iſrael! Who is like to thee, 
O people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy belp, and who is the ſword of 
thine excellency. And thine enemies ſhall be found ars unto thee, wad theu ſhalt 
tread upon their high-places, Deut. xxxin. 29. 

Secondly, In the gifts God beſtowed upon them; for God did adorn | 
beautify that people with the good things which he beſtowed upon therh, 
Ezek. xvi. 14 
Thirdly, — the preſence of the Lord their God in the midſt of them, 
the ark of whoſe preſence was with them, and whoſe dwelling-place was 
among them, and who was nigh unto them to be enquired of by them, and 
to anſwer and ſupply them with all that they wanted and called on m 
for, Deut. iv. 7. 

Fourtbly, In the holy ſtatutes and righteous judgments which God grave 
them to be ordered and governed een ver. 5. 6, 
and 8. 8 


f all cheſe are Wr the Nennen bc z 


Firſt, 


Firſt, There is the ſalvation witneſſed, which this outward ſalvatiom of this 
outward people was but a figure of. There che everlaſting arm of God's 
power is revealed in an inward and ſpirituał way and manner: to deſtroy the 
enemies of a man's own houſe, to redeem from Satan, to cut Rahab, co 
wound the dragon inwardly, and to defend his gathered people _ the 
inroads of his ſtrength, and from the ſubtihty of his temptations. 

Secondly, The Lord doth. give great gifts to his churches; he bleſſeth 
them. with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt. Mark the di- 
verſity of gifts, and diverſiy of manifeſtations, which God nn o his 
churches in the apoſtles days, 1 Cor. xii. 4. SGS. 

Thirdly, There was God's preſence revealed; there Chriſt was in ne 
midſt, whenever they were gathered together in his name. Every church 
(as well as that of the Ephebans) was built up together an habitation of 
God through the Spirit, Epbeſ. ii. 22. Tea, Chriſt was head over all — q 
to the church, which is his body, the fullneſs of him that filleth all in | 
_ 1c 22, 23. Tea, they were, and are, the temple of the living God, 
1 r dwell and walk, and be their God, and they his peo- 

e, 2 Cor. vi. 1 
b Fourthly, The holy order of his own Spirit and life God will not Veideb re- 
veal unto them, that they may walk in the Spirit of the goſpel, in the power 
of the goſpel, in the order of the goſpel; and the holy government of God's 
Spirit and power may ſhine in the midſt of them, and that God may bleſs. 
them as an habitation of juſtice, and mountain of holineſs, Jer. xxi. 23. 

The church is a body; every particular ſoul that is renewed, 2 
and kept alive, is a member. Now every member needs the | 
power of that Spirit which quickened it, to nouriſh, keep alive, and — 
it. And the church hath much more need of the Spirit to be preſent 
with it, to guide and order it, and keep it in the holy order, power, and go- 
vernment of life. And this order and holy government in the Spirit 50 
power of the Lord was brought forth in the apoſtles days: for the apoſtles 
did rejoice in it concerning that church of Coloſſe, wi joyed beholding 
their order, and the ſtedfaftneſs of their faith in Chriſt, Cole 1.” 8. For 
the apoſtles and miniſters of Chriſt did ſet things in order in that day, 
Tit. i. 5. 1 Cor. xi. 34. and it was their joy to ſee that order obſerved, and 
their grief when they were unruly, and would not be ſubject to the holy 
order and government of the church, 1 Tefl. v. 14. Tit, i. 10. And: the 
church of Corinth, though it fell ſhort in no gift, yer falling ſhort in ordet, 
e not arriue at the * >? al ILWG 
+ The ſpiritual Solomon, who is full of the — ef God, oh l the 
bleſſed order and holy government that he brings forth among his church 
and people! How doth God eſtabliſh Jeruſalem, and make her a praiſe in 
the earth, but by the holy order and bleſſed government of his Spmric,/go- 
verning her as a church, as a ſpiritual body, by his own pure wiſdom, which 
no other government or order can come near? And truly my heart _ 

een 
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been often affected and filled with a'raviſhin joy, when J have beheld the 
heavenly and bleſſed order and government which the Lord God of wiſdom 
hath already brought forth among us, and guideth us in, to the comfort 
and refreſnment of many, and to the injury and hurt of none, neither with- 
out nor within. And indeed we do not defire any greatneſs or authority of 
man; but only of the Lord our God in the midſt of us, that all men may 
be but his ſervants and miniſters in the church, and to the church, for the 
good of the church. No, no; this is the day of the Lord, of the ſetting 
up and exalting of his power in the church, which the church waiteth for, 
and knoweth the appearance of, and cannot bear the exaltation of man (of 
man's ſpirit, wiſdom, power, and authority) inſtead of the Lord's. Let 
nothing that cometh from the Lord, from his pure life and Spirit in any, 
muſt be rejected: and if the Lord pleaſe to make uſe of thoſe whom he 
did make uſe of to gather home to himſelf; I fay, if he hath given thenr 
gifts, and pleaſe to make uſe of them alſo in building up, and manifeſt- 
ing the holy order of his Holy Spirit and power, the Lord muſt not be re- 
ſiſted or withſtood therein; but whatever comes from him muſt be received 
with thankfulneſs, through what inſtrument ſoever he pleaſe to-convey: it. 
Object. Bat have I not been taught to be ſubjeft to the light in my own heart, 
and to make that my judge? And is not this another, or new, or different doc- 
trine from that, now to tell me I muſt ſubje to the light f God's Spirit in his 
church? Suppoſe that which the church requires, or orders, or holds forth, be dif 
ferent from my light, or be not yet revealed to me by the light wherewith God hath 
enlightened me, muſt I deny the light wherewith God hath enlightened me, and 
fubjet3 to the church's light® Or muſt I pradtiſe as the church orders, before F 
have light and faith in my own particula?ss ono ON 


Anſew. I ſhall anſwer this queſtion according to the naked and plain ſenſe 
of truth in my heart. . 8 
Firſt, God gives power to his church to perform all that he requires of 
her as a church. Now the church is a ſpiritual body, and is to take care 
of her members, to look after them that they mind the truth, and walk 
according to truth, and to admoniſh. and reprove them when they do other- 
wiſe. And every member of the church ought to hear the church, in 
whatever ſhe ſpeaks unto it from God. | | „ rn WP 
Secondly, Every member hath need of the light, Spirit, and power which 
God gives his church, and reveals in his church, for the good of the body, 
and the benefit and advantage of each member therein. 
Thirdly, The light, Spirit and power in the church is never eontrary to 
the light, Spirit, and power in any member; but always one with ir, and 
a cheriſher and preſerver of what God begets, and which anſwers his witneſs 
in any. The new Jeruſalem, the church of God's building in his own Spirit 
and power, is a city at unity with itſelf. T he greateſt degree of light owns, 
and is at unity with, the leaſt; and the leaſt degree of light hath a ſenſe of 
that which is in degree and meaſure above it. 
| | Fourthly,, 


r Church; Covern 


7 N 


_  Fourthly, The light in the weakeſt, which they are at firſt to be gurned 
and afterwards to be kept to, though there is a ſufficiency in it for th 
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particular, yet they are not ſo underſtanding and ſenſible of it. as thoſe 
whoſe ſenſes have been long exerciſed in the living truth, and ate grown 
in the holy experience. Therefore as the elders are to be tender of the 
younger, ſo the younger are to reverence the elders in the. Lord, and not to 
tight their teſtimony, experience, or judgment in the truth. When, we 
were farſt convinced of the truth, were we not in a great degree ignorant 
and doubtful concerning the riſings and motions of it in the heart, which 
the eye being yet weak, could not clearly diſtinguiſh ? And oh ! how helpful 
to us was the tender care and advice of ſuch whom God had made acquainted- 
with thoſe things, and were able to give us true judgment from him, 


r. 


in ſuch caſes as our weak minds were apt to be entangled about, and could | 


not fee through? 1 rt rag e 
. fafthly, Great Sri is needful in fuch caſes, wherein men are too 
prone; to be judging; others, eſpecially the church of God. Every man is 
to take heed of thinking of himſelf more highly than he ought. to think; 


but to think ſoberly, according as God had dealt to every man the meaſure 


of faith, Rom. xii. 3. And the young men (who have not the experience 
of the aged, and are moſt apt to confidence and excurſions) are in a ſpecial 


manner to be exhorted to be ſober- minded, Tit. ii. 6. Men may caſily 


zudge that others err, and that they themſelves keep to the light and mea - 
ſure of truth in their own particulars; but it is hard to do it. But they 
that indeed do it, abide in the humility, and innocency, and lamb- like 
ſpirit, which would give no offence in any thing, neither to Jew nor Gen- 
tile, nor to the o God. If it will go ſo hard with him that offends 
one of Chriſt's litdle-ones, how will it go with him that offends his church, 
wherein his glory and power riſeth, and is eſtabliſned? The church is not 
apt to be ſuch an erring body from the light, Spirit, and power of the 
Lord Jeſus, as many (who miſtake concerning the light in their own par- 
ticulars) are too apt to ſuppoſ ee. VFC 

Laſtly, Ever ſince the fall of man, man hath been ſecretly, or more ma- 
nifeſtly, directed by a light, or the principle within, to direct or guide his 
ways. To Adam the holy ſeed was promiled, which was not only to appear 
outwardly in a body of fleſh, but alio within in man's heart, to bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head there. And the holy patriarchs had not the jetter outwardly, 
but God's Spirit inwardly to be their guide and teacher, which did alſo trive 
vith the wicked old world before the flood. The Jews, alſo were directed 
to the Word nigh in the mouth and heart; and this Word ſhewed alſo 
to the Geptiles what was good, and whar-the Lord required of them; and 
by this Word fuch of the Gentiles as hearkened to it felt ſomewhat of the 
new: creation, and of the new nature, by which nature they did in meaſure 
anſwer the holy law of God,-and do the things contained in the lau, which 
by the old corrupt nature tio inn. can, do... All Chtiſt preachetl "rhe king- 
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dom, or ſeed of the kingdom within. And the ae et the ſame 
word of faith within, which Moſes had teſtified, of. Bat FAD 

{Yer in none of theſe diſpenſations was any. teſtimahy 14 Je 
deſpiſed; but his voice to be heard in the prophets,” in Chriſt. and in the 
apoſtles. And though men are bleſſedly and gloriouſly turned, and to be 
turned to the light within, in theſe our days; yet they are not thereby Rae 
to neglect or deſpiſe the voice of God, in any whom he ſends and f. 
by, and pretend it is contrary to their light ; but to he low before the 2 | 
that inthe true humility and holy fear, they may know the voice of the St 
herd, both in their own hearts, and in. whomſoever he pleaſeth to 
For the Great Almighty God is not limited, but he may ſpeak in and chro 
whom he pleaſeth. He may ſpeak to me from the anointing in my own 
heart, and the holy anointing may pleaſe to ſpeak to me through others; 
and fo far as I am of God, and ſenſible of his appearance, 1 cannot deſpiſe the 
voice of the anointing in my own heart, or through others. Yea, truth 
teacheth that modeſty, temperance, humility, tenderneſs, and ſobriety, that 
I dare' not deſpiſe the voice that pretends to the anointing in any, until I 
have made trial of it. Yea, John — 's voice and teſtimony I durſt 
not condemn, until the Lord my God, in the unerring light and pure ſpring- 
ing life, manifeſted unto me that it was not of him, but of the transform- 
ing enemy, who had bewitched and deceived him by his ſtrong deluſions 
(he forſak ing the rock, which would have been his ſtrength), to receive and 
believe a lie, inſtead of the trutn. 
Oh! bleſſed be the Lord for the building up ſuch a church, and ſpeaki 
to us through his church! And happy are they that hear her voice, and 15 
keep to their own, as to know the voice of their own in the church, and 
are not through temptation prejudiced againſt it. For it is the Lord's 
gathering, and the Lord is with it; and the people who have been gather- 
ed by the Lord, and are daily taught by him, keep with him. And tho? 
ſome may depart from us, and through error of judgment teſtify againſt us, 
yet truth abides, and the Lord's people abide with the truth, and his build- 
ing goeth on, and the holy government of his Son encreaſeth in it, and the 
Lord appears more and more inwardly in his glory, as the hearts of his 
people are made capable to receive it from him. And in all the goings. out 
of any, and apoſtaſies that have been in any, through hearkening to a 
wrong ſpirit, they that have heard and reverenced the voice and teſtimony 
of the church, and God's choſen and bleſſed miniftry, which he'hath raiſed | 
Among us, have ſtill been preſerved; and they that have gone therefrom, 
been betrayed. And it is my faith, this church of Gods a gath ſhall 
{till be preſerved, and grow in the holy dominion and authority of God's 
bleſſed Spirit; and that all her enemies ſhall be found liars unto her, and 
ſhe ſhall tread upon their high places, and ſhall grow and proſper the 
more by all oppoſition ; the everlaſting arm and wiſdom of the Almighty 
being with her, to preſerve, * and bleſs her, ſo be it. — A 
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- WOULD fain here 540 my four Seng) — to tho Lived for 
it) l about religion come to an end, and the 1 underſtand- 
oncing'the true religi and go on in men: 
Hearts. goſpe religion, in the Ho — days, did begin in the evidence 
and — 2 God's Spirit inwardly and it cannot rightly begin 
any otherwiſe now. Nor can it rightly. go on any other way, but accordi 
to its beginning: for they-thas begin in the Spirit, cannot poſſibly rightly 
go on, or be made perfect, by the fleſh. Did the apoſtles in vain — for 
the Spirit and power from on high? Can the Goſpel-miniſtry, or goſpel- 


Gad be dead it? Or did they in turn men 
bn 8 a derer s God. Can change ra ty in the 
—— Spry. and power there ? And to 


heart, without the operation of 


be turned to wait for, and taught to know, the riſings of che pure power of 
the Lord inwardly (which is ſo — 5 to — preſerve, and carry on 


the — the goſpel, 
is e mn by E 8. 2 « paves i be. :and'meurned after all 
_ days, in our ſeveral ſtrains and way — of profeſſion, without the know- 


of this, is now met with; bleſſed. be * Lord God of Iſrael, who 
he ot up . ared the way (according to his promiſe) before the 


— of Al 1 hath an ear to hear What the Spirit ſaith to 
che churches of his own gathering, or from the angel of his own fend. 
may now Wet he bleſſed of the — of the King of Iſrael, and 


cr tee Ko vitiem his b. city's and how'to wait for the 
law going out of Sion, 2 the word of the ord from Jeruſalem, and how 
he may the ſheep's nature, and the ſheep?s ear, which hears the voice 
of the Shepherd, and is not deceived about it. Oh f come out of the vain. 
diſputing mind, and thou comeſt out of deceit | Come into the true ſilence 
— ſtilling of the fleſhly part thither, where God's voice is heard and un- 
derſtood; and thou comeſt into true cettainty. There thou comeſt to _ 


the voice behind thee, callin es Sow ned ra (which is pol- 
Juted, and where thy ſoul's is not and directing N 


to che may or eint WN DOIBEIAE OUL and Tay e 3-thee,-3 Ih mf 
the wa y of peace, th $ 18 © way © 


' holinels z here \| ode 
vellers are to 3 with 4 Jeb _ pit... Now! to obtain the kingdom and 
righteouſneſs of the, | 2 * one 


thirſts, why do ye —— 
— 2 


ho urs de a ' = 1 


—— 1 — ward . 
delivered from — 8 come well of life, — to 


b s in Chriſt Jeſs, whew the true reſt 361 ana the 


DST AE ERR 


you from, and which his love, mercy, and power, „ br; 


preſerve you for ever from i I ſay;irhar — ENS 
e I 


en ment and ſervice 
22 Foy Ye 


| Nye be 

hearts, about theſe Þ and by the veil which the — 
hindered and deprived of your goon in-che-bleffed adininyltgirig 
Spirit, life; und power cf dur Lord Jefusy W⁰ te know\gtty 
(or as man can comprehend pretend emerming him his or mind) K 
value; but to know him inwardly ſpirnuany, to live kD 
pam Sk — every temptati arr 
is © to God — — — 
cellent, and ſatisfactory knowledge Which 445 | 
truly-hungering _ . reg fol roman een bene 7 — enjoy 
ment of! A. en eee Ne e 
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hat i it 188. Where it is to be found: Who aa it there: What 
i up in it: What is its Nature: What its Ef. 
gt Growth,” and Hindrances thereof: Of its Bleſſed- 

”” neſs; and how it makes "Bleſſed ? How CnRI1sT is formed: 1 | 


* "this 15 0 ;, ng Bow the Soul is NAY * eee 
Ad e f h wil W * | acts tl = n 
JJ #47 r e —— 
The ſeed of God is the wor of God; /the ſeed of 154 
8 kingdom the word of the kingdom. It is a meaſure ef 
ane e the grace and truth, which is by Jeſus Chriſt; whereof in 

him =. the fulneſs. It is an heavenly talent, or manifeſtation of his 

in the heart, which is given to man for him, in the virtue and ſtrength of | 
Chriſt, to improve for God. This which God hath placed in man, to wit- 
veſs for himſelf, and to guide man from evil unto aid (in the pure breathe 
ings, quickenings, and ſhinings of it) this is the ſeed, which is freely be. 


ſtowed on man, to ſpring up and remain in him, and to > gather _— wy 
himſelf, into itſelf. 


| Secondly, Who is the ſower of this ſeed ? 

Auſt. God, in and through Chriſt. He is the good ſha," He, 

| by the word which created all in the beginning, creates a-new in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, renews his workmanſhip in man, and puts a meaſure of this word or 

Spirit of life in man's heart, whereby he renews him; and they that are 


thus m_ by him, are his workmanſhip, en in Cu N unto 
works. 


Thirdiy, * is this feed i to be + food? 


4 * 


21405 Anſw. 


erning obne Goa, &. 397 


- Anſw. Where God ſows it, which is in the inward earth. It is an in- 
wad 2 — it is — in — land or —— — —— — 4 . 


7 and ſin, to —— holineſs/ © Lat! of 
 Fourthly, In what ſorts of earth is this heavenly. * whey . 
Anſtw. In all forts; in thorny — ſtony ground, highway g und, 

and good ground. God's inward gh tenings enlighten the inward world 

throughout; fo that God hath hot, left any man without a witneſs in his 
conſtience againſt ſin. So that, though man's*conſcience be corrupt, and 
his light become darkneſs, yet God's wpneſs in his conſcience can never be 
corrupted ;: but whenever it witneſſech there: it witneſſeth the truth for God, 

2 againſt man, and the r and ſearedneſs Wh his — and on- 
esc 7 wn "a whos 7 \T (1k Ali © wo Y 16d ET! 
Fifthly, In what ſort of barth if brings forth * per fell 
-' Anſw. Only in the good ground. It brings forth fruit in other grounds, 

And che fruit it brings forth. 18 —— Fg The convictions. a tha the de- 


fires: begotten there hy it, and that, ariſe from it, are good. The, leaxing 
off. of ſome bad things, and doing ſame good: things, is good x, bar che 
thorns, the cares, the ee the fear of perſecution, that 8 98 * 


— 2 root, and are of another nature, choak the good whit 
beings forth-in the thorny. ground, and ſtifſe and pick. the: ſeed Tels 
as. in ſuch kind of grounds, But in the good ground which yields. igs 
whole nouriſhment — the good ſeed, and will not yield nouriſſ zent to any 
—.— 5. the- good fred not only Nenne — but beine fon! an 0 per- 


' Sixthly, — he d that js bas be de good? r Was 2 (he. grauad 
<_= F bed der len 
Auer. God hach ſhut up all men in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all. The heart that is now ſoft, was once hard. The heart that is 
now. believing, was once in the unbelief. The heart that now loves God, 
vas once inthe enmity. The plough of God, put into the thorny, ground; 
tearing it up, and rooting out the thorns thereof, will change: its nature, 
and make it become better.. Nn d 3 yibao? 
1+ Break ag your follow ground; for 10 a ſaid God . to bis Iſracl 
of old. And the ſtony ground, if the ſtones be picked out of, it, will be 
leſg ſtony ; yea, mot at afl ſtony, if all the ſtones be; picked gut., And the 
highway ground, being incloſed, and. dreſſed hy God's aner 
will bel no longer common or highway ground. Doth notaman, »by cares 
art, and induſtry, change the nature of outward land or ground Surely 
then the Lord, by the word of his power, by his inward. der 115 ev 
and creating good anew, can change the nature of — inwardly. 


9 — Circanking\the Send of Sd, Nr 


No for the cleater and plainer ſignifyin n yer remains n on my 
heart, concerning this Precious iced of life, or ſeed of the kingdom of 
God; I ſhall:diftribute it under cheſe three heads: e 


mentioned i _ I title will be comprized. | SH. tt 
— Mr iy i i ne Fa, 4 . A 1 k 444 LA 
1 What is hid or "wrapped wu in di ſeed, e bel VI bc 
II. The nature of it. . | LO Ach SLOWS 0 
e eee . Strays e t 92 ee ee ee Dov 
ame ; TEf 4! , LOWS - a — 4 n * 2 47 5 
? > Town | fie | 


What i 10 bid: or ne up in this Setkins Sieve Seed, 


He. NDEED there- is o much 'wra pps up in it, as che det ef | 
man cannot conceive, much leis the tongue utter; yet ſomewhat 
have T felt, and ſomewhat is upon my beart, to ſay in anſwer to this thing, 
| under theſe four heads — | 
First, The glory of the king of heaven, the glory of the 5 
— id and wrapped up in it as in a ſeed. ' Whatever Chriſt 
| pears, a enn and ſhines in, is there as in a ſeed. Oh! the ſhootings fo 
4 br abroad of it, are indeed glorious and excellent! How can u 
br Wiel concerning it! the thing itſelf (being inwardly felt, known, 
and enjoyed) is oy far beyond all words! What doth the kingdom of God 
ſtand in? It ſtands not in word, but in power. The power is hid and 
wrapped up in this ſeed. The pure power of life is in this ſeed! The 
ſword that pierceth Leviathan, that woundeth the Serpent's head, that cut- 
teth Rahab and the dragon, is in this ſeed, Doth the kingdom of Gol 
conſiſt in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in God's Spirit? This is all in this 
ſeed, and is partaken of and enjoyed, as this ſeed ſprings up, and gains au- 
thority and dominion in the heart. Yea, the horn of God's anointe, 
the righteous and peaceable ſcepter of the Saviour, is known and exalted 
In this ſeed, as it ſprings up, and ſpreads abroad in the life and virtue of 
the Father. Sen 
Secondiy, The divine nature of God Almighty is hid and wrapped up in 
ir. It is the ſeed of God, and it is of the very nature of God; and he in 
whom it ſprings, and who is gathered into it, born of it, and one with it, 
partakes of the divine nature. Peter ſpeaks of the great and precious = 
miſes, whereby rhe ſaints are made partakers of the divine nature. All the 
iſes are to the ſeed of promiſe, to Chriſt the Son of God, to the ſerd 
of God, to the heirs of hfe and falvation in Chriſt; and they ate all fulfilled = 
to them, and enjoyed by them, who are ingrafted into, and one wirh Chriſt 
the ſeed; which cannot be, but by the grace, by the truth, by the/light, 
life, Spirit, and power, which he fows in the heart; which are not müny 
N dut dag r and r in the one ſeed: 


birdy, 


— | $99 


Third All the graces: and: of God's: Holy Spirits ate hid / and 
. virtues 
vrapped. up in this Oe, ſeed. There + nothing Cod cn pequice.af-the- 
nor nothing the ſaul can deſire of God, dut is hid and wrappediup in his 
fred. So that all that is ngedful, or all hat can he defeed;:isithe grawing 
and ſpreading of this ſeed in the ſoul, and the ſoufs gathering into it, and 
its living, —— abiding, andi acting in it. And oh l the great diffe- 
rence between the foul's ; ſelfiſh ſtriving and willing, and running. to Join 
to God. and Chriſt, and to hve in God and Chriſt; and: God's joining it ta 
himſelf and his Son in this ſeed, and its living, willing, and acting, in the 
dane hes life of this ſeed! To make this a little more plain and evident 
to the hearts of thoſe that deſire, The tas yaderſlandioges: this ching. 1 ſhall 
inſtance Thea particulars. | 
Figl Ihe pure, living, heauenhy kaomledge of dle Father, and of his 
e ba Wrapped up in this ſeed. God is light, and this ſeed, 
WP — — bim, is not darkness, but bght; and in . 
light of chis —— and Chriſt are revealed. |; The divine natime of 
ſprings, up in the, ſeed. (and if 1know, their, mature, I. knaw them) z yea. 
here de (whom the Lord hath, viſited, and { ſhewn. mercy to, thaugh men 
deſpiſe 12 Foontbe .zighteaus\Spurit,,of Chriſt, the righteous, nature. of 
Cos the righteous life of Chriſt, "rand feel hin 10 he one. with the Pacher, 
Jh 4 Of 'the ſame Spirit, nature, and life in us. And he that is Born 
the Spirit, is Spirit, and he that is. united to the Lord. is one Spirit; and 
he that is united to the ſeed, to the meaſure, af grace and truth from Chriſt 
(wherein 2 whetobpuchodoul, is united), is — God, and ingrafted 
into Chriſt, and as, the ſeed Mee and 
as he is formed and newcreated in the ſced, he is the ene 
* * 7 . 4 os 
econay, Falk true fai ive 1 eRual, vi conquering 
faith, which gives victory over the world, iy, over the ng his temp- 
rations, is contained or wrapped: up in this ſeed. .-- Faith is the gift of God, 
the precious gift of God; which is not foung in man's nature, but ſprings 
and grows from the precious ſeed of the kingdom, which God ſow in man's 
heart. So that it is a gift to be waited for, and obtained from God. 
Therefore the Nr Peter, writing to the ſaints in his time, directs his 
iſtle thus, To them who have obtained lite precious faith with us, through, the 
. of. 675 17 aur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Peter i. 1. Faith is a 
Weak thing, an holy thing, which God is the, giver. of, 
which boil he ay thor and finiſher of; and i 7 the holy root, 
ke of life and righteouſneſs, which God ſows in the heart. 
a nat of man's ability of believin or. the faith mhich..is 
found in man's. nature) is the, faith of God's elect, T. i. 1. The faich 
which , God. gives to. them that are born of him, Jobm i. 12, 14, Who. ate 
born of the ſeed Fart 25 by the word, of God which ;liweth - and 
abideth for ever, 1 Peter 1. 23 which * being 9217 in * — 
beart, 


600 Cancer ebe esd of: 
heart, and ON” a proſcrvinigy „and increaſing buch chere (as 3 i. daily ex- | 
2 2 5 bleſſed be © ke Low) is. therefore called the word * 
ith Rom. x. 8. 31 . l e 2 46+ e as n e 4. 420t- 
= 1:1] birdh,. The. pure fear, the holy fear, the heavenly our, which-is: of 'A 
clean and heaven y nature, and endureth for ever; is alſo in this ſeed. The 
-child-like fear is in the Harure of the child; and the more it grows in the 
true child- like nature, the more it grows in this kindly- fear, wherein there 
is no torment, but the pure pleaſure of life, and of holy abedienoe to the 
Father. of life. The child - like fear is a of the ne covenant and 
4 ras to the children of the new covenant, by virtue of the new covenant; 
putting it into their hearts from the ſeed of life ſpringing up in thetn, 
which preſerves them from departipg from the Dt Jer. Xxxü. 40. 

| Pourrhly, The pure divine love is in it. As this ſprings, love to God 
ſprings. As God is love, ſo the ſeed that is. — him partakes of love. 
There is no enmity in it, nor no enmity or ill- will ſprings from it. This is 
it chat makes it fo. natural to the children of God to love; becauſe they 
are born of that ſeed which came from the God of love, whoſe nature is 
love. Oh! how daily is it found, by ſweet-and certain experience, that 

this ſeed (ſpringing up) teacheth and —— to love ! And they that mee 
this ſeed ſpringing up in them, need not to be writ 40,- or outwardly caug 

to love with the brotherly love; for. in it, and by it, and through it, _ 
are taught of God to love one another. So that there needs n but 
the circumciſing of the heart, ing of. the heart, through the obe- 
dience of the truth, the cutting off of that fleſhly mind, nature, hg Frm and | 
wiſdom, which cannot love aright; and the 2 -Jove-will: "os 

towards the Lord, and towards: the brethren, Deut. xxx. 6. * Rs 1. 22. 

yea, it will be natural to love all; and that command of Chriſt's will not be 
grievous; namely, to love enemies, even. the eme Pevilers,. dam. and 
perſecuters, Matt. v. 44... 

Fiſthly,. The pure hope, the hope of the upright, che bien — 
not aſhamed, the hope which goes within the veil, and is a ute and ſtedfaſt 
anchor chere, ſtaying the . mind upon the Lord, who keeps ſuch in perfect 
peace; this hope is contained in, and ſpringeth from, the ſeed. For no- 
thing but that which comes from God (from the holy ſeed of truth and 
righteouſneſs), can ſtay the mind upon God. So that he that feels the-ſecd, 
feels che hope; and keeping to the ſeed (to the holy root) to the end, the 
hope remains to the end. Sa the mind being turned to the light, being turn- 
ed from: Satan's power to God, being turned to Chriſt, being turned to the 
appearance and voice of the word of life within, being turned from tlie 

ſeed. of wickedneſs: and darkneſs, to the holy and righteous feed of the 
kingdom, it is turned to the hope, it is turned to that which begets a true 
and right hope in the heart; which hopes in God's love, hopes in God's 
mercy, hopes in God's kind, tender, and faithful nature; and hath no con- 
lidence nor hope in the fleſh, but in the holy and heavenly. feed, and work 
of righteouſneſs and of the kingdom; * is God's battle- axe and weapon 


; | | | of 


Concerning the Shed of Goa tat 60 
of wan, whereby: le brings dowa the Thi bene ede de 
every temptation, in erer diet, in — in all che wigdy, 

and waves of - perſecution: chat it can be aſſaolted with. For in chjis S 

root df Jeſſe is felt, the ævetlaſting rack and foundatian e 

here the: God of hope: fills: his, chat are gathered hither, and;abide 

| — joy — abe in believing; that theꝝ may. abound, in hope, Sham: 
Wert of the Holy, Ghoſl, Rem. *RV+a:42320 3 23 of 50153 $113 47) 7 

2 big: The true patience, Ahich cbtaits the crown, which: 
fect and entire ſo, that; there is neching Wan tingzouhefe it hack its — 
—̃ Q—U the p pay xi er — — ſuffer any ch 
ment from Gd hard denling from men, a it is contai 
in, — — this ſeed. | As God! is patient, and, long ſuffeting ſo 
this ſeed ig alſo. It is — is of the chtittle, fretful, impatient natpre a 
but he that, receiveth the; Word of faith. o the ſeed. of faith in it he ceiyc h 
faith and lalſo t ſo that ta him it is: not only given, 40 believe, bur 
to ſuſſen alia for the ſake of. Chriſts and1;he! that gbidescin{ctht ſeed,, and 
feels the ſeed remaining in im, andi its nature previuling, can never be 
patient whatſoever: che Lotd-ſuffers to bafablhun. ban amntongh hag e201 

Seventbly, The Lamb's meekneſt in in im Whereſhould the Jamb's 
meckneſs be found, but in s Hatcher s. ſacde or in the Bed of Ie, Fucher's 
| _— 2 — Spirit is received, wittoſſęd and enjoyed; 

off ds wefrinuth pride This ſeedi is: ſowed or hegatten | 

In the CL the heavenly, iſdom and the meekneſs of iudom, che 

true meekneſa of the ru iſdom. is fomd. n ite Here the: ſtalypſ wk ph 
lambvlike name grows Up;/wherein thetenis none afc Fſan air 

Eighthly, Here poverty of » ar "re x — of Spice cis * 

Heis por finder — — andy bad nothing lebt him but this 

ſeed, and the appearance and he of = in this ſee which is not in ons 
own hands neither b but im the will and Apel of -God, > vols , 

- Ninthly; Herve mercifulneſs; towards-others-is- Gab be that is 
brought hither lives only by metcy s and- hel that lives by ex andi 
daily: what f is by morty; cannot but be! mergiful unto orherat, 

Fentiny, Hdte the trut mourning and lametning after che Lord, and bs 
precious: life and preſence, and becaii(e of: the: preſence or Powers of that 
which hinders the geox of the ſeed, and the ſoul's union wich, and enjeyr 
ment of, the Lord in it, is witneſſed.. Fot the true mourning ta which 


the bieſedbeſd belongs, is of: God, from the livitg ſenſe that ariſeth from 

his pure ſeet in the heart; and bleſſed indeed ar hor. that thus mourn. for 

— ſhall becornforteds: i Si A1 £6 
Elev Ale true: knogerin 


gasd- thitftiag > after.ri ee aich 
from this ſeed. It is tlie ſeed of God, he/birch of God, that which 12 
the-ſenſe-ofothe excellency of his-righncouſneſs, that Hangers and. thürſts af. 
ter his righteouſtels. 
Twelfthly, The true ſobriety, modern and tempetance Atiſeth fam, 
this ſeed; and they * are joined to the ſeed, and are and act in the 
* L. II. H h hh a ſeed, 
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ſeed, eaſily learn ſuch ſobriety, moderation, anch te % a they that 
ate out of it cannor poſſibly ler ah ara ah ry 
Laſh, To name no more, the eroſs which: monifies. und erucifesits the 
world and to fin; can only be taken up in the ſeed, or by virtue of the 
ſeed. Indeed che ſeed is a croſs yea, enmity to the ſerpent s nature, 
and courſe; and he that takes it up, its will, its nature, its law of life, 
takes up the croſs to the other nature, will, and che law of ſin and death 
So that fly the holy ſeed, and thou haſt only - a ſhadows:or arahce of 
the croſs; but in afenſe of, and/fabjeRiort to the feed; the oft our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is felt, working: owe HER fin; and the whole: courſe of 
the evil and ſinful nature, ua & and fubduing it. 
Fouribiy, The fourth thing which is. hid or wrapped: up in [the precious 
ſced, which is the laſt that remains to be mentioned by ane at this times 
this; The new covenant, which God makes with the new Ifruel, 4 
he makes the heart new, and writes his law in it, and takes 
heart, and heals all'their backſlidings; and loves them freehy, 2 his 
Spirit within them, cauſing them to walk in his ways, and to kvep! his ſta- 
tutes and Jud ments, and do them; even en, agreement of: the foul 
with God in Chriſt Jeſus, is in this ſeed.” cr ird vs 
God gave Chriſt for a covenant, and die hechbt eee 
by Jeſus Chriſt; which is of his nature, of him the covenantꝭ and all chat 
receive this grace and truth from him, chis holy ſeed of the kingdom, they 
receive the covenant; and they that walk in it, walk in the covenant : 
Here, and here alone, the ne creation. in Chriſt Jeſus is knomm 2 1 
Here, and here alone, the ne to God by Chriſt 1 * cruty underſtood 


and witneſſec. 1% D erbse n D&: ob 
Here, and here alone, the law of the Spirit of life in Chi Jeſusjs vir | 
Bf) e. the heart. 6:25 13954 DL AD WE 1181] : 28108 


4 here, thou never Boost t of the holy agreement wich God and 
with C riſt ; for in this grace and truth, in this ſeed of life, there is nothing 
chat diſagrees with them. Here thou liveſt in the Spirit, walkeſt in che 
Spirit, and doſt not, canſt not, fulfill the luſts of the fleſn. There is no- 
thing here that will either diſpleaſe God, or lead thy ſoul aſide from him; 
but here the Lord guides the feet of his ſaints, and teacheth all of them 
| (from the leaſt babe of them, to the higheſt growth), and puts his law of 

life and new obedience, and his holy Spirit, into their hearts, that none of 
their: ſteps may ſlide. Here the way of - holineſs, wherein God preſerves 
his from erring, Ja. xxxv; 8. is known and walked in. Lea, here Oluiſt 


is known and felt to be the way, the truth, and the life. The ſheep that 
are gathered hither, and come hither, are returned to the Biſhop and Shep- 
2 of their ſouls, who watcheth over them, and powerfully preſerveth 
them, that they run aſtray no more. For whither ſhould they go, or whom 
ſhould they hear, when they have found him, and . * wires with 


I hall 


vor are the words of rrorpal life? 


| c bod 
++ Þ ſhall conelude this head with 4bor: precious — 1 Cm i. 30 
od —.— Chriſt Jeſu, why of rien — made unde — — 
teouſne/s,; and ſanctiirutiun, 9 How are we im 
Chriſt Jeſus,” but by this ſeed of God,» by being born of the Spirit of God. 
by being begotten-out of the ſpirit of by being born the nature and Spirit 
of Chriſt, from this immortal and incarruptible ſeed of liſe, truth, graces 
and Spirit? And how do we put on Chriſt, but by putting on this ſced ? 
And how do we grow up in Chriſt, but by the growing uß in this ſeed and 
feeling this ſeed grow up in us? And here, in truth and demonſtration of 
God's Spirit, we are formed in Chriſt, and Chriſt formed in us, us this ſeed 
roweth up into a form and ſhape in us, and we into a form and ſhape in it: 
— cannot receive this ſeed, but as we part with and deny:our-awn 
wiſdom and fleſnly confidence; and denying chat, and crying to God for 
ä dom God brings up the wiſdom of the ſeed in us, and makes Chriſt 
me unto us wiſdom N. rock we 2 hunger after the true 
righteouſneſs, the heaven * of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, hut as — — off, our on 
teouſneſs.3, and chen becaming — God to huy 
white raiment of him, which is ng righteouſneſs of che ſaints, and lo he 
becomes our righteouſneſs, made ſo of God to us. 

And he is the purger and cleanſer of ſin and unholineſs out uf — — 
and lives, and the holy leavener and ſanctiſier of our hearts; ſo that we 
have nothing of holineſs, but what we have of him and in him, And he 
is our redemption ; our redemption is by him and through him, our re- 
demption is wrought and preſerved e and enjoyed in him; yea he is 
made of God unto us redemption. that having him, we have redemp- 
tion through his blood; yea, he is our redeemer and xedemption for ever- 
more. Alas! what is it to get notions of theſe things into the 2 
comprehenſion ! but to feel them livingly in the heart, is life and 7 
for evermore ; and the knowledge of this ſeed of the kingdom, and of God 
and Chriſt in this ſeed, is the moſt precious * at can be der 
en or ee x | 
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HAT 1s the 'nature the ſeed Cod, * the ford of che der 2 
| Auſiu. Though 222 2 it hath been largely fignified al- 
A under the foregoing head (for the mentioning of what is 
up ia it, abundantiy ſneweth its nature), yet 1 ſhall ſpeak a little more puno- 
tually and expreſiy of it in ſeveral particulars, according ta the:{ctiptures, 
that the reader may have the more diſtinct ſenſe and inward apprehengon of 
it, the Lord opening his heart in reading theſe things. 
Fin. It is of an immortal, a nature, 1 Peter i. ag KR 
2 


604 Colicanming ph Sud G e. 

ſeed that can never die in itſelf, though it may dels dt tits in mam or 
unto man, not putting forth any ats hidden life or virtue in the — 
that hath ſlain it as to himſelf; he having ſlain that hereby God give 
life, is dead in treſpaſſes and in ſins, and cannot Jive any more, till God 
breathe upon and quicken this ſeed in him; and him by this ſeed. This is a 
great myſtery. Doubtleſs the ſecd of life and godlineſs, wherein the Yife 
and godlineſs' of the foul lies hid muſt needs be ene and can- 
not be known but as God reveals it. f return 

Secondly, Its of a gatherin — is of che nature of a net, Nam! 
xiii. 47. It gathers out ef der which is contrary to God, unto God. le 
gathers out of the world, out” of the ſea of wickedneſs, ont of the king: 
dom of darkneſs, out of a man's own nature and ſpirit, into God's nate 
and Spirit, and his light and ons; nen un foul ſhould —_—y 
and walk, and be ſubje&, with God. a et Er! | 
_ Thirdly, It is of a purging; cleanſing nature. It is of the natute of fine) 
of che nature of water, inwardly- and ſpiritually. This ſeed is Spirit and 

life in a meaſure; and by it, or by God's Spirit which dwells and is revealed 
in it, he waſheth and purgeth away the filth of che daughter of Sion, and 
the blood of Jeruſalem from che midſt thereof. There is ſtrength in this 
ſeed, and virtue in this ſeed, againft all the ſtrength of deceit and wicked- 
_ neſs in the other ſeed; and as it fprings up, and is received and joined to 
in the holy fear of the Lord, it prevails over it, and caſteth away its —_ 
neſs, and purgeth away and burneth up its filth, chaff, and'c 

Fourthiy, It is of a ſeaſoning, leavening, ſanctifying nature. It is like alt; 
it is like leaven. It ſeaſons and leavens with life. It — and leavens 

with righteouſneſs. It ſeaſons and leavens with the image of God. 80 
ſoon as ever ** ſprings in the heart, it begins to leaven it; and if it be not 
ſnibbed, or grieved, or hurt, or quenched (for it is of 'a moſt ſenſible 
tender nature), it will go on leavening more and more with the nature 
of truth, into the likeneſs of che God of truth. Mark ix. "506" Tate xn. 

%%% A 
HHiſibh, It is of an e nature. It is a hidden weile or pearl ef 
great price. It makes the wiſe merchant very rich, who ſells all for it, and 
buys the field and it. He that buys the truth, and will by no means ſell 
or part with it, but gives up to it, and makes it his treaſure, oh | how 
doth it enrich his heart with that which is holy and heavenly | ! How rich doth 
it make him towards God ! Matt. Xiu. 44. 46. 

Stxtbly, It is of an improving, growing nature, of a nature that will . 
and may be improved. The one talent may be increaſed into more. The 
little feed,” ke a grain of muſtard-ſeed, will grow in the good ground be- 
yond all herbs, and become a tree, a tree of righteouſneſs of — Lord's 
planting, that he may be grified, Mat. xiii, 31, 32. bre xxv. 16. chap. 
vii. 23. 
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only in ſome few. to give a vaſte thereof n an 


The firſt I ſhall mention is, union aud communion: keith God ike Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and che Father of this ſeed, and of all. that ate 


united to it. Union and communion with God ũs ſtill in this ſeed, and r 


out of it. For as in the ſeed of the Serpent 4 man is ſeparated/from God, 


alienated from his life, and can never come near him, for have fe 
with him; fo in the holy ſeed, in the feed 'of life; angel in the ſeed of righte- 


'owneſs, in the ſeed of faith, the ſbul is united to God, hach aeceſs to — 4 | 


the living fountain, and hath fellowſhip with him in that which is Reit 
hely of him. Men may imagine an union and communlon with 


of chis, but none can truly unite to Ged, or have fellowſhip wirh bies bu 


in the gift, in the grace, in the light, in the ſpirit which is of God: 


Secondly, This ſeed felt ſpringing in the heart, and joined to, being 


down and keeps dewn all that is contrary to God. This honour and power 
God hath given to the feed of the woman (even to the leaſt meaſute of it) 
that it ſhould! bruiſe the Serpent s head, and free the ſoul from captivity'antl 


ſlavery to the wicked one. So that the ſob}, in the Ming Tenſe, authokity, 


and virtue of this, may refuſe yielding its members, irs faculties; its wilt, 
its mind, its underſtanding, its affections to fin and unrighteouſnecſs.' Ten, 
the devil, che great red dragon, the god of the world, che mi ality iin 
and power of darkneſs, being reſiſted in this, is ſtill overcome. When, any 
reſiſt the devil in their own ſtrength (in the ſtrength of their own defires, 


abilities, and reſolutions) he ſtill overcomes them; but they chat reſiſt the 


devil in the faith that ſprings from this feed, AM overcome him. 80 that 
ſin is brought down, and temptations kept out of, by the virtue and power 
of the life and authority of the Saviour, that ſ ings up in this feed of God, 
which the foul that is es to *(leavened with, and Wannen int)! Per. 
takes off. 
Thirdh, As it ſprings, and its operations aro fele and received, it brit 
into the image and nature of God. It blots out the devil's image in 
mind, and makes like God and like Chriſt. Vea, here we have the 
mind of Chriſt; and are one with the mind of 'Chrift: A in the Ser 
ſeed, the Serpent's image and nature is put on; ſo in chis ſced; tit 
of God and Chriſt is put on. Yea, the bo 
ſpirit, the deceitful ſpirit, is here put off, and Chrift 4s An oft; and h- 
ever would know the real putting off of the old man, and the putting on 
af 
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Arft. The effects of the de ed 80 * 


very great, very ſweet, precious and bleſſed, whieh every one comes to en- 
perience, that experienceth the growth en of: it. 1 thall inſtance | 


rpent the dark fpirit, the vithed 
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383 man, which is created 8 ighteouſneſs and holineſs of truth, 
muſt know it in this ſeed.” Here che truth is known as it is in Jeſus, in 


its effectual —_ and virtue, putting off the old image and nature, and 
putting on the new, even the heavenly divine image and nature. 
Fourthly, It brings the mind, the heart, the ſoul, the ſpirit, into the new 
obedience (into its own obedient nature), even to do the will of God with 
- great delight and pleaſure. I delight to do thy will, ſaid Chriſt. This ſeed 
is of his nature. It is a meaſure, a proportion, an heavenly talent of his 
grace and truth; a gift of light and life from him, the fullneſs, given to 
make willing (like him) to do the Father's will, and it really doth ſo, in- 
ſomuch as the ſoul, that is throughly leavened and one with it, can alſo ſay, 
2 delight to do thy will, O Gd! it is become my meat and drink; 
for I am nouriſhed, refreſhed, and delighted with the virtue that I feel ſpring 
in me, in doing thy will, Indeed, it is not ſo at firſt, while there is a na- 
ture, a will, a wiſdom contrary to the nature, will, and wiſdom of God; 
obedience is then hard, the croſs is then a fore yoke upon my neck. But 
that nature being ſubdued, and the nature of the ſeed coming up and pre- 
vailing, what can be more delightful to this new nature, than to do the will 
of its. heavenly Father, and to find the heart of the Father pleaſed with 
the child, which it always is, while the child is in tenderneſs of ſpirit, in 
the holy faith, and in the holy obedience to him! Fo 
Fifthly, It brings into the underſtanding, ſenſe, and enjoyment of all the 
precious promiſes, and to the partaking of all the ſpiritual . bleſſings in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. All the promiſes are to the ſeed, and Yea and Amen 
in Chriſt; and the leaſt meaſure of his life hath a ſhare therein. The ſeed, the 
everlaſting ſeed is the heir; and we joined to the ſeed, born of the ſeed, G — 
ing up in the ſeed, are joint-heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt. 
So that every promiſe comes to be underſtood here, taſted of here, en- 
joyed here. How full are the ſcriptures of ſweet and precious promiſes ! 
Alas! what is it for men to apply them to themſelves, when they have no 
right to them, nor indeed rightly underſtand them, nor were they intended 
by the Lord to their preſent ſtates and conditions. But to come to the true 
underſtanding of the promiſes, to be led by the Lord into that condition, 
and preſerved by him in that condition, to which the promiſes belong, and 
to have him bring home the promiſes to the heart, and drop in the ſweet, 
healing, delighting, refreſhing virtue of them; oh! how ſweet, comfort- 
ing, and gladding is this! Indeed in this ſeed all the curſes of the book paſs 
away, and all the bleſſings flow in, and multiply on the ſoul day by day. 
So that this may well be called the bleſſed ſeed ; for in it the ſoul is bleſſed, 
and filled with bleſſings by him who is. able to multiply them upon the ſoul, 
and to guide the ſoul in the ſafe and right uſe and enjoyment of them. 
But what need 1 mention any more? Here is light, here is life, here is 
righteouſneſs, here is peace, here is heavenly joy, Io is the holy power, 


ſpringing and bringing forth their fruits, and precious operations and effects 


\ © 


in eben n here — — 


and that God will neuer leave nor forſake 1 — pi | 
and abides with ae wee 4 ir. power 
: ; * 8 
* N * | y 4 . : 4 * * of F* _ 
ſalxation. Aon, nr ett oat Hep _ "Fd. 4 005 Nine 
5 4b 4 * ; 4 +'Y% 1 . bi 145 % w 3 L 4 
1 | 3 92 x * * S s | J 7 1 a , 1 * — 3 f * 5 
51 rr 3 $3877, 44 1 . $ +£37 % $43© +- 7 n re reer l : ent 
nn 228 | ; 
+» abs PFY 4 WE, PUTT DOT TY PTY MY PTY. \- 3 : 
* * * — yy wy YO” 7 : 
f z 
* — R © 7 . F 2 4k 4 % ” a . 9 
„ 2 22 7 14 o 7 5 L 4 * * * . 1 4 . F * 4 70 4 « : 
* > ' g 
1 — 1 a A ; i Sa. © '% * 
* 1 wY „ - 2 q { » „„ ID r = . — 4 „ 
CIO) VO TRAY * 5 Nr 
1 * 0 oy : * \ 
{ , 3 a * . * © © #2 « * e 4 
= ; : * % * i 
- 8 FA * £ : 2 N . # . A 
* 9 2 4 9 4 1 ' 8 IP I * Pt | 
L f 2 : * 20 * . LES 
a * 9 4 #3 * v4 4.4 1 * * 1 
af - / > 


£ „„ 1 | 4 4 
1 n s » N 1 ** 
a 4 Fl 6” i l 
7 X * 4 * = en 17 J | ! 
3... N | 

i; O N.« E * it NC 5 
Nr It 26 0. f & © n | N 


6 O D' * 1 N Do M; | 
l as | | I 
Wher by ches KD a of. may be the. beiter Ithafs : 
. trated and — Dake. = . l 
Gs is he kin . b 2 faid he : | 1 
preach to other 5 ? For therefore” was he Ent, L. 1 
a en is th om 61 ben which firſt ohn the * | 5 
ng then Jef er when he began to preach, . kJ men repent, 1 
Bee e. 5 was, 1 iii. 2. and chap, iv. 13. What wou re- 3 
pentance be DE 25 an it fit men for entrance thereinto ? an 
thoſe that truly repented and believed, come puts of the 40 877 of. dark- "all 
neſs and Satan, and enter into the kingdom of dear Son? 2 hart i. 16 
10 11. 2 "ns 
a wery 3 What is the kingdom of God, and the rig] di ot oi 
which Chi (the everlaſting, wiſe, and holy counſellor) adviſeth men f \\ 
to ſeek? Luke vi. 33. Where is this Kg to be found 2 Where ls. ol 
righteouſneſs to be found? What | is it hid and. wrapped up, in? Can. A "Bl 
found in any thing but what it is hid by God and wrapped up in? | 'M 
Query 4. What kind of poverty of ſpirit 1 is it, and who are thoſe'poar 9 
ſpirit, to whom the kingdom of heaven belongs? Matt. v. 3. '= 
uery 5, How may beet know, when the Kingdom: of God'is TT 3 
them? Is it not then manifeſt, when the ſtronger | ag the ftrong 3 — ; 
not only knocks at the door of the heart, but caſts out S atan-thence, -m 
maketh ſpoil of his goods ? Matt. xil. 28, 29. | y 
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6. —— Hf deen Ene wing: re of Gad g 
they not they vhal are born of: water and of the Spirit John di. 5 OE 
vhat Mater? EN — not this. 
wortlrithie king An me as limle c 3: fimpley inno- 
cent (not wiſe wy hn after the fleſh) that know the breaſt thavizna- 
tural and proper for them, and thirſt after and drink in the ſincere milk of 
the word. of life, from. the breaſt of the heavenly wiſdom ? Lake xyii. 4. 


1 Peter i - 2. 

Query 7. Who ſhall in no wilg,eng 57 o the kingdom of heaven? Shall 
not all W be excluded who want ite ding garment, who want the true 
Men b. din Matt. v. Pn PA F - of God i 
| very 8. What are the glad ti of t ngdom ? 46 

that the kingdom of Ao of come, and tha his ne ng is ſet UP, and and Caan 
up therein? Lake viii. 1. Ja. lii. 7. | | 

Query 9. Who are they, before:whiom publicans) and harlots ſhall enter | 
into the kingdom of God? Matt. xxi. 31. Who were they in that 
And wi Are thay in this age)? OH that mepi had beine rige LIK. 
der and underſtind ! 3 F * 

10. Why are they that the kingdom o taken 

* to -a/Gation” bang) age, ana Fe jr fruits thereof? Are they hot the 


wrong builders in every, 2545  AS{are- caughs, by the wrong builders, 
to reject the living IGG ver. 42, 4 


Query 11. Who "he pee ths the children 451 the kit dom. N 725 caſt out 
5 47 55 N Frede [wh here fall de Weeping anc 255 9 ? Mah 


12. Who are Poop God Achern the , my; eries of — da 
in 1 85 age? {el Hob Hig: begoreen 17. «pes ip the Spirit?) 
1 are 00 {ot wit le hites the thyl oy *Kingdom of life and 


ons and the way. thereof Imp in every age? (Are they not the wiſr 
4 Prudeht 3 in 1 Fi * of dhe le ercer,” withour the Piri . 
af. xili. 11. An * f 
Ts . Whs' fe oſe 5 are nigli dite kingdom of God? Are they 
| aſe Sh know that Joy ye is the lies of the law, and chat _e 98275 
Whose i is beyond ſhadows ? Mark xn, 33, 3 
"14. 8 17 ate thoſe that 8 up Ae King om of been A ainſt 
. Ale ch ey not nt thoſe who take apo them und the letter to 
o not turn men to the Spirit, but n otlt 3 in theimſelves 
= Frog Matt. ry 13. Luke $i, 52. Iſa 3x. 22. 
ern 15. What kingdom is chat, wherein he that is leaſt is greater 
than the great ene prophet! ? Wherein he that is feeble ſhall be as David, and 
the houſe vid as God, as the angel of the Lord before the inhabitants 


of jet „ Xl. 14.” Zoe. xp. $.: 
Boy 16. Who were they in the apoſtles 250 (and are there any ſuch i wn | 
this 


This age?) Who ſhall not taſte of death outwardly, till they: have ſeen the 
kingdom of God come with power inwardly? Mark ij. . 

Query 17. What kind of looking back is that, which makes a man unfit 
for the kingdom of God? Is it not a looking back from the plough, and 
not forward to the plough? And what plough is it a man muſt put his hand 
e not look back, that he may be fit for the kingdom of God? Luke 
Query 18. What hand, what foot, what eye is it, which a man may en- 
ter into the kingdom of God with? And what hand, what foot, what eye 
is it, which a man cannot enter into the kingdom of God withal ? Mark 


ix. 47. | | 1 
. 19. What is it to eat bread in the kingdom of God? Is not there 
the feaſt of fat things, and of wines well refined, made to the ſoul; and 
doth it not there ſup with Chriſt, and Chriſt with it? And is not the wine 
of the kingdom there drunk new and freſh with Chriſt? Luke xiv. 15. 
Ja. xxv. 6. Rev. ili. 20. Mark xiv. 23. Luke xxii. 16, 18. Shall not 
the mountains there drop down new wine, and the hills flow with milk, and 
all the rivers of Judah flow with water? And ſhall not a, fountain come 
forth out of the houſe of the Lord, and water the valley of Shittim? Joel 


Query 20. How may one become as à little child, that he may receive 
the Kingdom? Muſt not that man be born anew? Muſt he not be unborn 
after the fleſh,” and born after the Spirit? (And not only fo, but he muſt 
receive, and enter into and abide in the kingdom in that child-like fimpli- 
city, and innocent wiſdom, whereof. he is born)? Luke xviii. 7. John 

F 21, What is that fleſh and blood which cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, and that corruption which cannot put on incorruption ? 1 Cor. xv. 
50. (Let him that readeth underſtand the thing, both in the letter and in the 
* 22. Who are the unrighteous, that ſhall not inherit the kingdom 
of ? Are they not both the manifeſtly unrighteous, and alſo the ſecretly 
unrighteous ; who, though they may preach faith in Chriſt, and the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and may think themſelves: believers. in him, and cloathed 
with his. righteouſneſs, yet have not received power to become the ſons of 
God, nor through the Spirit have mortified the deeds of the body; but, at 
laſt, notwithſtanding all their profeſſion. and. pretence to Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs (out of the faith that works by lave, and out of the fine linnen, in their 
own filthy rags); are found by him workers of iniquity, 1 Car. vi. 6. Lake 
Xili. .26, Rom. viii. 13. 1 Jabn ii. 7. „ 

Query 23. Shall any enter into the kingdom of heaven, but they that da 
the will of Chriſt's Father which is in heaven? Is it enough to pray, Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven? Is it not neceſſary alſo to receive 
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that power which makes willing, and that nature and Spirit whoſe delight i it 
is to do the will of the Father? Matt. vii. 1117 1} 

Query 24. Who ſhall be counted worthy of the kingdom of. God? Shall 
not they who ſuffer for it in the holy faith and patience, , and ſo are willing 
through the much tribulation (whether outward or inward, or both) to en- 
ter into it? Theſſ. i. 4,5. Alt xiv. 22 

Query 25. What are the keys of the 1 of heaven? who hath 
need of them, and whom. are they given unto? Were they given only to 
the apoſtles? Or only to the miniſters of the church? Are they not given 
to every one that hath need of them, to whom God giveth underſtanding 
to open the myſteries of the kingdom with them? Matt. xvi. 19. The 
lawyers were blamed for taking away the key of knowledge, Lale xi. 52. 
Then they from whom they took it, ſhould have. had it, that they might 
have entered into the kingdom of heaven by it, and not have been hin- 
dered from entering for want of it; and they taking it away from others loſt 
it themſelves; for when Chriſt came and preached the kingdom, they 
could not ſee to enter into it, but were blind and oppoſed it, Matt. xxiii. 
13. And now, under the goſpel, if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his (he is not the Father's child, who hath not the. Father's 
Spirit to lead him, Rom. viii. 4.); and he that hath the Meni Chriſt, 
hath he not the key of knowledge 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11.1 

Query 26. What is the joyful ſound, which they that know are bleſſed ? 
Is it not the teſtimony of the kingdom ? Is it not the preaching of the 
goſpel of the kingdom? Which they that repent, and become little chil- 
dren, being begotten and born of the Spirit, believing in the Spirit and 
power of the Lord Jeſus, enter into, and walk in, the light of God's coun- 
tenance there, Pſa. Ixxxix. 15. Gal. iv. 15. 

Query 27. Which is the joyful ſound of the everlaſting goſpel to every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and people, after the ages of the great apoſtaſy 
from the ſpirit and power of the apoſtles? Is it not this, Fear God, and 
give glory to him, for the hour of bis judgment is come; and worſpip the Great 
Creator in ſpirit and in truth ? He that heareth this ſound, in the evidence 
and demonſtration of God's Spirit, doth he not hear the goſpel ? He that 
indeed knoweth this found, doth he not know the joyful: goſpel-ſound ? 
And he that believeth and obeyeth it, doth he not believe and obey tlie 
goſpel, even as God hath appointed it to be preached, and obeyed by all 
nations, kindreds, tongues, and people? Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 

Query 28, What is that kingdom that cometh not with obſervation, but 
is inward, and to be found within? Where men need not ſay, lo here, or 
lo there, but may find the Meſſiah, and his light ſhining in upon them? 
Lake xvii. 20, 21. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

Query 29. What is that kingdom which ſtands not in word, but in power; 


nor is meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy, in the Holy 
Ghoſt ? 1 Cor. iv. 20. Rom, xiv. 17. 


Very 
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Query 30. What is it to come unto and viſit the churches of Chriſt, in 
the fullneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt ? Is it not to come in the 
_ fullneſs of God's Spirit and power, to feed them with the bread of life, to 
fill their hearts with the ſtrength and virtue of life from God, as the Lord 
ſnall pleaſe to drop it into their ſpirits through them, and to build them up 
in the holy faith, that at length they may be filled with all the fullneſs of 
God ? Jobn xxi. 15, 16, 17. Rom. xxv. 29. Eph. iii. 19. 

Query 31. Whom will the Lord aſſemble ? And whom will he gather to 
make up his kingdom of, in the days of the goſpel ? Will not the Lord 
aſſemble her that halteth, and gather her that is driven out, and her that he 
hath afflicted? And will not he make her that halted, a remnant; and her 
that was caſt off, a ſtrong nation? And ſhall not the Lord reign over them 

in Mount Sion, from henceforth, even for ever? (For when Chriſt, the 
inward and ſpiritual King, comes to fit on the throne of his Father David, 
inwardly and ſpiritually, he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, 
and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end, Zuke i. 32, 33.) Mic. iv. 6, 7. 
Exch. . | 

Query 32. What are the places wherein the ſheep of God have been ſcat- 
tered, in the cloudy and dark day, which the Lord promiſed to deliver 
them out of? And what is the good paſture he will feed them in, after he 
hath delivered them? And what are the high mountains of Iſrael, where 
their fold and fat paſtures ſhall be? Are not thoſe things to be fulfilled to 
the ſpiritual people, in the inward and ſpiritual kingdom of the Meſliah ? 
Ezek. xxxiv. 12. 14. John x. 3, 4.—9.—27, 28. 
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SERIOUS PROFESSORS, 


OF THE 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION: 


WHEREIN. 


A BRIEF "Tote of my y Knowledge, Senſe, 
Belief, and Experience Eoncerning the Godhead, 
the. Offering up of the Loxp IJ xs us CHRIST in Bi 
Bedy on the Tree, as a Propitiatory Sacrifice to the 
FarTrER, and the Imputation of his Righteouſneſs to 
thoſe who believe in his Name and Power, is nakedly 
laid before them; wherein T am- not alone, but one 


with thoſe who have ſo learned and experienced the 
lame in the Leadings and 9 hi Hol SpiRTr. 


Written in Love to them (chat they mii have the better Under- 
ſtanding of us, as to theſe Things, and might not think other- 
wiſe either of us, or of the Truth of our Gop, which we bear 
witneſs. to, than there is Cauſe, to their own Hurt. and Pre- 
een 11 | 


! 
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er 
AI SERIOUS 


FRIENDS, 


FT ER it pleaſed the Lord to touch, my heart with the ſenſe of his 
truth, and to manifeft unto me the principle of his life, in the de- 
monſtration and power of his own Spirit, inſomuch as I could 
reaſon, diſpute, conſider about it no longer, but was fully ſatisfied concern- 
ing it; I ſay, after this, the love of God ſprang in me towards you, and 
pure deſires and breatheings unto him, that ye alſo might have the way caſt 
up before you, and might ſo walk therein, as to come to partake of the ſame 
mercy and falvation. How I have mourned before the Lord for you, and de- 
fired that the ſtumbling · blocks might be removed from you, and that ye might 
ſo ſeek as to obtain (not in that wiſdom and diſputing mind, which ſtill is ſnut 
out; but in that meekneſs, humility, and fear which gives entrance) the 
Lord God knoweth. Yea, the defires in me after you are ſtill living ; who 
knoweth, but the Lord may at length hear, and with his key fo open your 
hearts, and fo anoint your eyes with his eye-ſalve, that ye may ſee, acknow- 
ledge, believe in, and receive the beloved of your ſouls, even as he now 
appears (after the long night of darkneſs) a comforter of the droopi 
ſpirits of his people, with the pure light of life, wherein the redeemed 
houſe of Jacob (who ſat in darkntfs, and in the valley of che fhadow of 
death, mourning after him) now in holy rejoicing, and pure joy of ſpirit, 
walk before him? Oh ! the Lord God vifit you, and break in upon you, 
as he hath done upon us, and cauſe you to ſet to your ſeals alſo, as we could 
not but do, that this is he whom all our days we waited for, and longed 
after. And now there are two or three things in my heart to open to you, 
+ | I FF TA? e 1 0 = WS: | 
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ict Profeſſors. & 615 
bew it is with me in reference to them for indeed I have not beet tanght 
2 deny any teſtimony the ſcriptures hold — 3 — gs Jeſus 


An Epifile ta ull fer 


fully to own and knowledge them. 

The firſt is concerning the — — — 
preſs it, and as we have the ſenſible, experimental knowledge 5 deln 
which, Ybere are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Merdi and 
the Holy Spirit; and theſe Three are Une, 1 John v. 7. This I believe fm 
my heart, and haye infallible demonſtrations of; for I khο.]˙ thtee and feel 
three in ſpirit, even an eternal Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, which are h 
one eternal God. And I feel them allo one, and have fellowſhip: 
them (through the tender mercy of the Lord) in their life, and in their ge- 
deeming power. And here I lie low before the Lord in the ens He, 
not deſiring to know and comprehend notionally, but tagteel: the thing in- 
wardly, truly, ſenſibly, and effectually; yea, indeed, chis. is to me he ber 


yond:what. I. ere ene chem, 1 Wen 
invite others hither.¶ 


Now conſider ſeriouſly, Fs a man 2 his heart believe dun concernir 

the eternal” power and God-head; that the Father is Cod, the Word < 

the Holy Spirit God, and: that theſe. are one eternal God, waiting ſa o 
know God, and to be ſubje& to him accurdingly ; is not this man in a right 
frame of heart towards the Lord in this: reſpect ? Indeed friends, e do 
know God. ſenſibly and experimentally to be à Father, Word, and Spirit 

and we worſhip the Father in the Son by his own Spirit, and here meet 
with the ſeal of acceptance with him. 1 * would we contend with you. 
about your crimes in this . but that ye provoke us thereunto, in lay- 
ing to our charge as if we denied the thing; whereas we do not, nor can 
deny che — which the ſcripture uſeth, nor our own ſenſe and ex- 
periencę concerning the thing. To ay let this ſuffice, and let us — 
to know God (and his Son Jeſus Cheilt) in his life, Spirit, and 
wherein is unity and true demonſtration; and not contend. about ſi 
preſſions concerning things, as. are beſide the ſcriptures. For would N ye 
yourſelves think it hard Q mean ſuch of you as read the ſcriptures ſeriquſly, 
defiring to underſtand. — obſerve what is written therein) to have à belief 
Wo TR impoſed on you. otherwiſe than is there written, and otherwiſe 
5 7 1 have the ſenie, Knqwlolge,, and Ju of chem from bed | 

or 


The ſecond. i is concerning the offering of the Lord Telus Chriſt, withour 
the gates of Jeruſalem. Ido exceedingly honour and eſteem that offering, 
_ believing, it had relation to the ſins of the whole world, * a * | 
tiatory ſacrifice; to the Father, therefore. And ſurely he that is redee — 
out of the world up to God by Chriſt, cannot deny that Chriſt was his ran- 
ſom, and that he was bought with a, price,, an Mere * 318 
wih his body and ſpirit, * are 684551 . Vi. Z0. And, ſauh ab 
| apoſtle: 


ary ry ; 


rs An Epiſtis to all. ſerious Profeſſors, &c. 
apoltle Peter, ye know that ye were not redeemed with cotruptible things, 
23 ſilver and gold, from your vain converſation, Ee. but with the precious 
blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſſi and without ſpar, 1 Peter i. 
18, 19. who ſo offered himſelf up to God through the eternal Spirit, Heb. 
ix. 14. This we do on ſingly and nakedly, as in the fight of the Lord; 
though I muſt confeſs we do not lay the ſole ſtreſs upon that which is out- 
ward: and viſible (though we truly and fully acknowledge it in its place), 
but upon that which is inward and inviſible; upon the inward life, the in- 
ward power, the Spirit within; knowing and experiencing daily, that that is 
it which doth the work. The outward fleſh is not the meat indeed, nor the 
outward blood the drink indeed; but it is the Spirit, the life, the ſubſtance, 
which the birth that is born of the Spirit feeds upon and lives by. Oh 
conſider ſeriouſly, and wait on the Lord, rightly to underſtand that ſcrip- 
ture, Jobn vi. 63. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing , 
the words that I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life. What 
doth-this ſcripture lay the ſtreſs upon ? Is it not upon the quickening Spirit, 
and the words which the quickening Spirit ſpeaketh to the ſoul, which are 
living, and give life to thoſe that hear them? Hear, and your foul ſhall live! 
Hear his voice who giveth life, and your fouls ſhall live by him; but can 
any one live without hearing the voice of him, who alone is able to quicken 
and raiſe the ſoul from death, and out of the grave of ſin n 
The third thing is concerning the imputation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
to ſuch as believe in his name and power, which we have felt, witneſſed, 
— % ͤ ͤ ll... 3 24. 3352+ n -r 
Sad viſits men by the light and power of his Holy Spirit, in their dead 
and dark eſtate, even while they are ungodly. Now, they that feel life, 
and in the quickenings of life, by the faith which comes from life, turn to 
the light and power which viſits them, by this faith in the power, they are 
in meaſure tranſplanted out of the unholy root, into the holy root, where 
they partake of the nature and virtue of the true olive - tree; and the mercy 
of the Lord in and through his Son Jeſus Chriſt, is ſpread over them, and 
their iniquities are pardoned, and their tranſgreſſions done away for his 
name ſake, and they are reckoned by God, not as in the old root and unholy 
nature, but that whereon they lay hold by faith, and are in union with, 
they are reckoned by in the eye of the Lord; and they are accepted and 
beloved in him in whom they are found, by him who tranſplanted them 
there, and ingrafted them thereinto. So Tor Chriſt is really theirs, and 
they his; and what he did for them in his body of fleſh is become theirs, 
and they have the benefit, and reap the ſweet fruits of it. And if they fin 
afterwards, they have an advocate who pleads their. cauſe with the Father, 
and who breathes livingly upon them again, and quickens faith in them, 
and gives them to turn from that which ran after them, and overtook them 
and defiled them. So that in this ſtate of true faith in,. and union with, 
the Son, the fountain is felt ſet open for ſin and for uncleanneſs, * 
| ally 
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day waſheth away the pollutions and ſtains of the nnd, whichrit 18 Rable 
ti in the travelling ſtate. OTTER OV > IV! N aner u ban gui! 2 
But now to evety faith this oth not belong, but to the fach only which 
flows from the power of the endleſs life, and which ſtands! in the power. 
The faith 'which' is from the power is precious, having a Precious hature 
and virtue in it, and very precious effects flow from it. For it is the ſub- 
ſtance of things hoped for; it is of a pure nature, which hath domitfion, 
and giveth dominion over the wicked one. There is no overcomifig of the 
faints here; for as it came from the power, ſo it ſtands near the power, and 
engages the power of life againſt the enemy, and ſo is ſtill too hard for him. 
For he that refiſteth the enemy in the true faith, ſtill overcomes him and 
makes him fly, James iv. 7. But that belief on Chriſt, and es His 
righteouſneſs, which is not of this faith, nor in the true light of Hife, but 
according to the creature's apprehenſions concerning things, that is not of 
the ſame nature with this, nor hath the ſame virtue, nor produceth the 
ſame effects; but notwithſtanding ſuch a believing and hoping, men are 
ſtill in their fins, and they are not waſhed away from them by the blood of 
Chriſt, nor remitted or covered by the Spirit of the Lord. And oh that 
men were wary, and did take heed in this matter, that they wn not miſs 
of true pardon from the Lord, and fo find their fins bound by him, in the 
days of his refteting eee ee en re en en ene, 
For there is a ſtate, wherein there is an imputation of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neſs to perſons reached to by the power of the Lord, and coming up out of 
the ungodly ſtate, and fo a real bringing into the righteouſneſs.” For in 
the true growth the foul daily grows more and more out of its own righte- 
ouſneſs, out of the dark, corrupt image, into the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
and into his pure image. Thus Chriſt is formed in the hearts of them that 
truly believe, daily more and more; they receiving him as an heavenly 
leaven, and giving — to be leavened by him, are Gaaged daily more and 
more into the newneſs of Spirit, even until they become a new 1 even 
a lump wholly leavened, ſo that old things are paſſed away, and all thin 
become new; that is, not of old Adam any more, but all of God in Chriſt, 
all of the new nature and Spirit, which is all of it righteous in the figlit of 
| God. Now this is it all ſhould labour for and ſeek after, even the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, to find an entrance miniſtered to them inito 
the everlaſting kingdom, and the "righteouſneſs thereof, that they might 
really put off the old man with his affe&ions and luſts, and put on the fiew 
man ; 'the new man's nature, the new man's image, the new man's yy | 
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the new man's righteouſneſs, the new man's holineſs; that they might have 

the wedding garment on to be married to Chriſtin,” and might be as 4 bfide 
. for the bride-groom.” Oh! it oem e any one to feel his 

ſoul in this ſtate! And who would not travel and wreſtle, and ſtrive and 

Lord for his Son Jeſus Chriſt? For, fr. | 

Vor. II. | | K K K K | under 


ds, there is à coming under grace, 
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under grace's wing, and out of ſhame and confuſion becauſe of ſin, into 
the glory which is in the pure image; and there is a being changed from 
grace to grace, and from glory to glory, by the Spirit and power of the 
rd. Oh! that ſuch as take upon them the profeſſion of Chtiſtianity, 
might feel the power, and wait upon the power, and know what it is to be- 
lieve in the power, and live in the power; for without this, the oppreſſed 
ſtate of Chriſtianity is but dead, and dry, and cold, not having the trur 
living ſap and warmth in it. There are great deceits in the world about 
theſe things, but he that knoweth the truth as it is in Jeſus, who was 
viſited by the power, gathered to the power, and abides in the power, he 
hath that with him which andints his eye and heart, and ſtrengthens them 
againſt the moſt ſubtile devices and deceits of the transforming ſpirit. 
But whoever he be that profeſſeth ' Chriſtianity,” and is not here, he is not 
fafe, but the enemy hath ways of bewitching and deluding him, which 
he hath not where with effectually to withſtand and avaid. 2 
Now having nakedly expreſſed theſe things unto you, as they are in my 
heart, there is a queſtioa lies before me to propound to you, which deſerves 
your _ conſideration of, and ability to anſwer in the ſight of the Lord, 
whic 18 this 2 ; P „ ISS 41 f p 1 477 
Queſt, Do ye rightly, truly, and fully (as the Lord requireth of you) 
know, eſteem, and honour the Son? Do ye own him as God hath revealed 
him in the ſpirits of his children, ſince the apoſtaſy? Do ye feel him as an 
horn of ſalvation lifted up there? Do ye find and experience him revealed 
within by the Father, as the ſeed of the woman, bruiſing the head of the 
ſerpent? Oh! this is precious knowledge, and the right way of truly know- 
ing him as he came from the Father, lived in obedience to him, ſuffered. 
for the fins of the whole world, aſcended again to the Father, and now fits 
with him in glory! For, indeed, it is the chief thing, and that whereon the 
ſoul's reſt depends, to know and feel him near. Oh! that we were one 
here (I mean in the inward ſenſe and acknowledgment of the Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt), and we ſhould ſoon be one in the other allo ! Part; mia 
For we, who are reproachfully by many called Quaxzs, are (for the 
moſt part) a people who have much and long ſought after the Lord, and 
after the experimental knowledge of thoſe truths, which are teſtified of 
and related in the holy ſcriptures. We fought not after a new Chriſt, or a 
new Spirit, or new doctrines concerning Chriſt or his Spirit; but to know 
Chriſt, ſo as to receive life from him, and to live to him in the life and ſpirit 
received from him; this hath been the ſingle aim and deſire of our fouls. 
And if men could with patience conſider what we hold forth, and wait till 
God open their underſtandings, they would not lay ſuch blame upon us as 
they do in many reſpects, but find that we reverence the ſcriptures, believ- 
ing and holding concerning the things of God according as is there expreſſed, 
from a true underſtanding received from the Lord, and in the true light 
and guidance of his Spirit. There is another queſtion ſprings in my heart 
| | | unto 
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unto you, 1 beſcech you conſider of it ſeriouſiy. Perhaps chere nun be a 
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„ret. — ye rightly and weightüg oonſider and embrace that gounſel af 

Chriſt, — 39. x anew pam of Cod 9 

Do ye mind what Chriſt likens the 5 IIS 
ſeed, a pea] hid in a field, a-lirtle Jeaven, a laſt 
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Chriſt's — * kingdom i is — - Under tha law there was a —— 
cle pitched by man; but under the goſpel the true tabernacle and temple 
is witneſſed, which God pitcheth and not man; and the holy, ſpiritual, 
heavenly ſacrifices, and the living covenant, whereof Chriſt is the mediator, 
and the law written in the heart, and the Spirit of the Lord put within, fo 
that his preſence. is as really witneſſed inwargly,_in. that which is truly his 
tabernacle and temple now, as ever it was witnefſed outwardly, in his out- 
ward tabernacle and temple under the law, Oh! that Chriſtians might not 
have the name only, but might be in the life and in the power, wherein 
theſe things are felt and experienced; for indeed the wonders of the Lord 
are ſeen in his temple, and his name is praiſed there, Selah. There he 
breaks the ſhield and the bow, the ſpear and the battle, Selah, There the 
enemy is overcome; the holy victory that bringeth him under, iſſueth out 
thence, Selah. There the well is opened, and the Philiſtine nature hath 
power to ſtop it no more, Selah. There the treaſury of life and wiſdom, 
and the riches of God's goodneſs are made manifeſt for ever. 

Truly, friends, I have not loſt any thing that ever I had, or Aale 
ledged of God in the days of my former profeſſion, by believing in the 
light which God hath now revealed in me, but have it ſtill with me, and in 
greater clearneſs and plainneſs, and fuller demonſtration than I then had it:; 
but that of the fleſh which mixed with it, and hindered it from being right- 

ſerviceable to the Lord, and fully comfortable to me, that the Lord hath 

een — by his ſearching light, ang by * demonſtration of his Spirit 


aud 
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and power. And if at length, after all my deep and long miſery, the 
Lord hath given me to meet with and enjoy that which is: truly excellent 
(among thoſe whom men deſpiſe) I could heartily wiſn fox you, that ye alſo 
might meet with and enjoy the ſame, without paſſing through that miſety 

and bitter anguiſh and diſtreſs of ſpirit, — hah; Lord led nie 
thereto. The Lord preſerve his people, by the arm of his mighty power, 
which he hath ſtretched out for them, and whereby he hath gathered them 
to himſelf. And thoſe which are not yet of this fold, oh I that it would 
pleaſe him to ſeek them out, and bring them home alſo ; that the Lord may 
be one, and his name one amongſt us, and that that which divideth and 
ſcattereth from the living truth, might. be ſcattered. and brought to nought 
every where, in all who would be one, tand pg to * 4 God (wi one 
. in that ee won is true a port, Lacs, e 4 n 3 
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AN SWE R of ſome QUERIES, Sc. 


Query 1. HICH is the goſpel- baptiſi, or of what kind is the bap- 
1 tiſm in the goſpel-ſtate ? Is it outward or inward? Is it the 


$2 (© i | e bf the \nward baptiſm, or #he Muurd uni ſin 
wee W. kürt Opt, of the pd fie & 

N. B's. Anſwer is, It is a ſtooping to God's law. 5 
Reply, This is a very improper anſwer, and not all to the thing in hand; 
for the query was not concerning the ſtooping ar ſubjecting to baptiſm, but 
what the baptiſm\ is, which & td be dope ahUſuBje&&d td, whether that 
be an inward or outward baptiſm ? Whether it be a figure of the holy and 
heavenly baptiſm of the goſpel, or the holy and heavenly baptiſm itſelf ? 
So that, in theſe words, there is no anſwer at all returned to the query, but 
rather the aſſerting of another thing, which the query did not mention, al- 
together improper in this place; för the query tends to determine what the 
baptiſm itſelf is, and when that is once determined, about ſtooping and 
ſubjecting to it, there will be no queſtion T hqpe between us. 
Noy to Aren what this aw of Gow is, Which is 6 be ſtotped te, he 
ht is the law of the Jpirit of life in Chriſt ; quoting to prove it, Rom. 


ſchth, 
viii. 2. Matt. xxviii. 18, 19. Mark xvi. 16. EE 
Reply, That baptiſm, water-baptiſm (as he afterwards expreſſeth it in his 
anſwer to this query), is the law af the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, I never 
read in ſcripture. Nor doth it effect in the heart what the law of the Spirit 
of life in Chriſt Jeſus doth, which the apoſtle 1 made him free from 
the daw of fin and death; and it hath virtue an oe r in tg nature over 
the law of fm nd Nenn "Hitch Water daptifim Farb net. 45 Clalw-oof Fn 
and death is df an inward and {piritudtnature.; and the law of whe Spirit of 


life alſo is oF an inwird ant ſpiritual naturt, Rfongerthanthetawof K n 2 
| | | as cath, 


r ſome — &c. 623 | 
death, and is able to make free from the law of fin and death inwardly. 
But — is an — thing, an elementary thing, not able to 
reach e ; © 5 we” Orr ö a | 

_ conſider, ye who look upan dn be command and ordinance of our 
Lord Chriſt, are ye, or are" they, ho are ptized with” water, 
made free from the law of ſin and death thereby? Nay, Paul himſelf, who 
was by the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus made free from the law 
of fin and death, yet was not made free ſo by outward baptiſm. For if he 


was outwardly baptized (as I am ready to believe he was, it being uſual at 


that time) it was when Ananias came to him, and when the ſcales fell from 
his eyes, and he received ſight, Ads ix. 18. But he was not then made 
free from the law of fin and death; for afterward, in his inward and ſpiritual 
exerciſe and holy travail, he found and complained of a law in his mem» 
bers, warring againſt the law of his mind, and bringing him into captivity 
to the law of fin in his members, Rom. vii. 23, This was not a fate of 
freedom from the law of fin ; for with his fleſh he ſtill ſerved it, while in 
this ſtate. But when by the Spirit the fleſh was crucified, when the law of 
the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus prevailed over the law of br death un 
his members, then he was no longer under Satan's captivity by#fin, but a 
delivered man, made free therefrom, by the law of the Spirit of lite in 
Chrift Jeſus. Then he knew the truth, and the power and virtue of the 
truth manifeſted itſelf in him, and made him free, and he was free indeed; 
and ſaid no more he could not do the good he would, nor forbear doing 
the evil he would not; but he was more than a conqueror over the evil, and 
ſet at liberty to work righteouſneſs, and could do all things through Chriſt 
chat ſtrengthened him. Oh! that ye that plead ſo much for outward water, 
knew this law writ in your hearts, and the effectual power and virtue there- 
of freeing you from the law of fin and death, and then ye would no more 
attribute that to an outward thing. (or to your obedience as to ſuch an out- 
ward thing) which belongs to the Spirit and power of the Lord Jeſus, and 
to the law of his life inwardly written in the heart. 

Another ſcripture he brings to prove water-baptiſm to be the law of the 
Spirit of life in Chriſt ſeſus, is Matt. xxviii. 19, 

Reply, If it were granted, that Chriſt did in that place command unter 
baptiſm, yet that would not prove it to be the law of the The of life in. 
him. The law of the Spirit of life in him is a deep thing (I beſeech ou 
do not. miſtake it), and hath mighty effects in the ry Vieh water - ba 125 
tiſm never. had, nor can have upon any. The law of. the Spirit of Ife 
in Chriſt Jeſus, hath that virtue and power from God in * nature, 
which water - baptiſm is not capable of. The figures, the outward. gef 8 
ſentations, have not a e to recaivethaifrom e 18 . * 5 
law ms ne e 1 | | 


But that outward baptizing with water is there commanded by Chriſt, is 
not at all manifeſt from that ſeripture, but rather the contrary üf it be well 
minded. For Chriſt ſaith, all power was given him in heaven and earth, 
and bids them go and baptiae. Doth he ſay with water ? Nay; doth he not 
ſay. into the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit? So that now, when the 
goſpel is preached in the Spirit and power of God, and his Spirit and power 
reacheth to our hearts, we are by that Spirit and power both taught and 
baptized inwardly, gathered into the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
and baptized into their name. And he that doth this in the heart, teacheth 
the heart to call this the goſpel : baptiſmʒ and to call that which came forth 
in the hands of the fore- runner, the type or figure of this, the repreſenta- 
tion of this, the ſnadow of the goſpel-baptiſm, but not the - goſpel-baptiſm 
itſelf. Indeed we dare not call John's baptiſm, or water · baptiſm, the goſ- 
pel-baptiſm, or Chriſt's baptiſm; the Lord who hath manifeſted things to 
us, and taught us to put a difference between things that really differ, would 
judge and condemn us for ſo doi „% 24% A H en t 
Mark further, Chriſt, who 4aith, All potoer in heaven and earth is given 
me, and therefore bid them go teach and baptize, yet withal bid them wait 
for the ſame Spirit and power which was given him, 425.1; 4—8. And 
then having his Spirit and power, wherewith he inwardly taught and bap- 
tized, might they not be able therewith to reach the heart and conſcience, 
and ſpiritually both to teach and baptize, as inſtruments in God's hand, in 
the ſpringings of his life and power in them? {re eee a 
Now to manifeſt this further; for I feel the Lord opening my heart in 
this thing, and JI hope it is for your ſakes (Oh] ye :miſtaken ones in this 
weighty buſineſs I), that the Lord may explain things of this nature to you, 
and do you good thereby. To whom was this commiſſion or command, 
in the authority and power of God's Spirit gwen, to go and teach all na- 
tions, baptizing them into the name, Sc.? Was it not eſpecially given to 
the apoſtles, who were eſpecially gifted thereunto? And was not Paul one; 
yea, one of the chief, made ſo by God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt? And he being in a ſpecial manner ſent to the Gentiles, or Heathen 
nations (for the Jews were but one nation), did not this commiſſion extend 
to him, and this command lie upon him? Now if this command did extend 
to; inward, ſpiritual, golpel-baptizing, with the Spirit and power of the 
Lord Jeſus, he had it as full as any of them; but if it be underſtood of 
water · baptiſm, we do not find that he had any ſuch commiſſion, but rather 
otherwiſe. Read his commiſſion, Acls xxvi 18. is there any thing of 
water · baptiſm in it? There is remiſſion of ſins, which depends upon be- 
lieving and turning to God, in his illuminating Spirit and power, but no- 
thing of water - baptiſm. And mark, it is God that opens mens eyes, and 
it is God that opens their hearts, and inwardly turns them from darkneſs 
to light, and Satan's power to God; yet Paul was ſent by the Lord to do this. 
And is it an harder matter inwardly to baptize, than to do this ? So that it 
is 
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is not Paul, but the Lord that opens the eyes, and turns men; = 
Lord ſent Paul to do i it, and ſurely the Lord enbled indy by his Spteic 

panes, to do what he ſent him to do. 

Object. But though it is not here particularly expreſſed, yet it may be implied 

ar intended. Or if this commiſſion did not reach to him, the former "apoſtolic 
commiſſion would, be being made ſo extraordinary an apoſtle. Or at leaſt it would 
reach bim as a'teaching diſciple; yor be that Baſs e to reach the _ 
hath alfo authority ts baptize them. 
Anſw. No, Paul neither by this commiſſion, nor by the apoſtolic com- 
miſſion, nor by his diſcipleſhip, had any authority or miſſion from God to 
baptize, if 92 take baptiſm in this place for baptizing with outward water, 
as he himſelf expreſly ſaith, Chriſt ſent me not to baptize (ſpeaking of water- 
baptiſm), but to preach the 'roſpel, 1 Cor. 1. 17. Nay, he thanks God that 
he baptized none of them, to his remembrance, but Criſpus, Gaius, and the 
| houſhold of Stephanus, ver. 14. 16. Now if he had looked upon water- 
baptiſm as Chriſt's ordinance, and as the law of the Spirit of Ii e in Chriſt 
Jeſus, would he thank God he had obeyed it no more? 

Object. But be gives the reaſon of that, leſt any ſhould fay be had id baptized 
in his own name. 

Anſw. Why, perſons might ſay he preached in his own name, yet that 
would not have excuſed him from preaching. No more would mens ſay- 
ing he baptized in his own name, excuſe him from baptizing, if water- 
baptiſm had been Chriſt's command and ordinance. 

The laſt place he brings to prove water-baptiſm to be the law of the 
Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, is Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth, and is bap- 
ized, ſhall be ſaved, but be that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 

— Rey, This ſheweth the neceſſity of the goſpel-baptiſm, but this dot 

not expreſs which the goſpel-baptiſm is, whether an inward or outwa 
waſhing. We know, having been taught by the Lord, that there is no ſal- 
vation without inward waſhing, which 1s alſo'very demonſtrable to others ; ; 
but God forbid that Og: be damned, that are not baptized with out- 
ward water.. 

He faith, This law mas confirmed by them that had the pirit-baptiſm, being 
commanded to be obeyed by them that had the Spirit, Acts x. 47, 48. 
Reply, That Peter did command perſons to be baptized with water, and 

that John's baptiſm, or water-baptiſm, was made uſe of in thoſe days, and 
that John had it from God, and that it was done in God's name, this is not 
denied; but that nr nin was Chriſt's rr or ths | 25 nl, Low 

this -place doth not prove. 

He faith further, The kind of this baptiſm is 2 bringing Mat. 
uL 16. and Ait viü. 38, 39. to prove it. 

Reply, Matt. iii. 16. only proves that Chriſt wes 
but doth not: prove that — | is the goipe-b If I could 
prove by Ren — that Chriſt Was eee, that would-nbr' 

Vote L4H: | prove 
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E. e that e that was to as phe ers nn So thought it 
manifeſt, that Chriſt was . baptized by John, with bis water-baptiſm, 
yet that doth not at all prove that John's water- baptiſm is Chriſt's goſpel- 
baptiſm. The end of John's baptizing with. water was, that Chriſt might 
be made manifeſt, Jahn i i. 31. And when he is made manifeſt (when he who - 
i: the word, who is the life, is made manifeſt, 1 John l. 1, 2.) then men 
muſt come to him, to be baptized by him with his baptiſm, which is with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, Matt. ii. 11. or with the Spurie of judge- 
ment and burning, J. iv. 4. 

That other place of As viii. 38, 39. doth not at all prove that water- 
baptiſm is the goſpel-baptiſm, but only that Philip did baptize the Eunuch 
with water, which is not a. thing denied by us. Tea, what if I ſhould 
grant, that the Lord did honour it as much as any ſhadow, or more than 
other ſhadows, by letting it have a longer time, and atherwiſe; yet that 
will not prove it to be Chriſt's baptiſm, or a goſpel-ordinance.., And if men 
do take it up in tenderneſs of ſpirit, bowing to the Lord, it is ſo much the 
better; yet it is not eaſy to believe that all do ſo; and thoſe that do ſo, may 
err in their judgments, notwithſtanding : though I am perſuaded, the Lord is 
tender to perſons that do things in tenderneſs of heart. to bim, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome error or miſtake in their judgments. ... 

Query 2. What is it that is ta be waſhed in the goſpel- fate! ? Iii the out- 
ward or e, man! And what is the inward nan to be. waſhed with? 

Anſw. His anſwer is, it is the body, the whole man or woman to. go 
into the water, in the name of che Father, Son, and Spirit; ſo that 
the ſoul comes to be ſanQtified by the word and Spirit. For we 

proof of which he quotes, Jabn viii. 32. and chap. xv. 3. 

Reply, That the whole body was to go into the water, according to 1 
baptiſm, is granted; but that this is the goſpel · baptiſm, or Chg s -bap- 
tiſm, is denied by us. It is the inward Jew that is to be waſhed in the goſ- 

ſtate, and is inward water, ſpiritual water, that he is to be waſhed with. 

pray conſider that ſcripture ſeriouſly (and the Lord give you the true under- 
ſtanding thereof), Zech. xiii. 1. Doth not that —.— ſpeak of the goſ- 
pel-ftate? What fountain is it that is opened in the goſpel-ſtate ? Is it. an 
outward fountain of outward waters, which is opened for. ſin and for un- 
cleanneſs, to waſh it away? The Lord knoweth of what nature ſin is, and 
with what water it is to be waſhed away, and therefore openeth that foun- 
tain in the houſe of David in the goſpel-ſtate, which is proper to waſh. it 
away with. What is the houſe of David? Who is the Jew. in the goſpel- 
ſtate? What is the tabernacle or houſe of David that is raiſed up then? 
What is the fountain that is opened there for (in, and for uncleanneis? Can 
fin be waſhed away from any heart and conſcience, but by the water of this 
fountain ? And is not the goſpel-baptiſm with, this water ? Do not thoſe 
that are waſhed with this Water feel the true waſhing, and know it certainly, 
i infallibly, in the demantration. of God's Spirit, to be — 8 
| aptiſm; 


fight of Gods, and hath the inward ſenſe of its cleanneſs from the Lord. 
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ang cr dhe Sul? Teen — — the body, bur the real 
Dory waſhin ſoul? There is the waſhitig of regeneration, Tit. ii. 
g. which is with that which regenerates, which the water 2 the fountain of 
life and holineſs doch, which God opens in the heatt, and walheth the foul 
with, and cauſeth the ſoul to waſh in; but the outward water, which waſherh 
the out ward body, hath no ſuch nature or virtue in it, nor ever was ap- 
pointed by God to ptoduce any ſuch effect. That the ſoul is ſanctified by 
the word and Spirit; is —— but that the ſoul is not ſanctiſied by the 
word and Spirit, unleſs the body is waſhed with ourward water, _—_ is 
denied; and rhe ſcriptures afore · mentioned by him, of Joby viii. 32. and 
chap. xv. 3. do not at all prove any —.— thing. Now the goſpel-obedience 
is to Chriſt's baptiſm, not to John's b. * the foul that is ſubject to 
Chriſt's- baptiſm, doth not live in di — for not taking up John's 
baptiim; which God doth not allow him to do; but in the goſpei- ſtate, 
evety one is to heat the Son, the Shepherd of the foul, ancfollow —— 
ſubſtance, and not Moſev's cireumciſion ot John's baptiſm. ; 

Query 3; M bat it waſhed away bythe poſpel-baptiſm ? H it the filth of. the 
outward body or fleſh? rn 00" rao acer 6: rhe 
| * of the ſoul to be waſhed away ? | 

Anſw. Sin is waſhed away by 1 for the proof where- 
of he quotes, Ads XXli. 16. Rom. vi. 17, 18. 

"Reply, Thus fat we that ſin is waſhed away by the goſpel-bapriſin z 
but what that baptiſm is which waſheth away fin, herein we greatly differ. 
He affirmeth it to be outward: water, and the waſhing of the cut ward man 
therewith. I affirm it to be inward water, from the inward holy fountain 
which God opens in the houſe of David, whereby the ſoul and conſciehcs 
is waſhed from fin, and from uncleangeſs. That place of All, mii. 16. 
ipe aks of - PauPFs . and waſhing away his fins; but doth not 

N. > mir yr ng the body with outward vater is the wathing away 
ſins; but bids him wah away — ſins, calling on the name of the Lord. 
And thus the waſhing away of fins is at this day. eperienced. The Lord 
manifeſts fin, turns the mind againſt it, and cauivtht à ory to the Lord, and 
then the Lord opens the fountain, cauſeth th pure water to flow, which 
the ſoul is waſhed with; and ſo far as it is wiſhed therewith, it is clean in the 


Let that there was a figurative waſhing away of ſins by Jois baptiſm, 1 d 
not deny; for ir was unto yepenrance,/ and they theteby proſe fd repen- 

tance, and were to bring forth fraits dot for repemunte, Matt. im 89 Ney 
doth that other place (Rom. vi. 173 18.) prove, thar wWalhing the body Wien 
outward” Water watherh away fin, or maketh free from ſm; but that whith 
makes free from ſin, is the Power, virtue, and life Of truth führ it che 
heart, waſhing and cleanfing it. It is receiving the truch'in-the lode of ft, 
and being moulded into the nature of it, believing * in che evidenee and 
demonſtration of — ad and I it in the obedivhos of the new 
| 2 nature 
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which was able to pee a dit e this e „ ee 


He faith, And . it appears; Firſt it takes off diſobedience. WIS 6 
© Reply, What is it takes off diſobedience ?. The truth as it is in Jeſus, ther 
life 2nd power of truth, felt and working in the heart, deſtroys: the diſ- 
obedient nature, and takes away the diſobedience thereof; but outward 
waſhing of the body doth not, though. men may apprehend there is an gut- 
ward command for it, and Judge they do it in obedience to that outward 
command. But obedience is from true underſtanding of the mind and will 
of God, and from that holy light of his Spirit wherein the holy under- 
2 is given. And in this obedience the Lord's juſtification is witneſ- 
irh is not witneſſed in the other; I mean in that which men call 
prob Bains to that which they account a liceral command,” according to _ 
conceivings and apprehenſions. 


Secondly, As it] perſons unto Chriſt; for which he quotes Rom. vi. 85 
2. Gal. iii. 27. 


W. „That which leads unto Chriſt, ant into the truth as it is in him, 
ildren of the new covenant know, who are drawn by the Father, and 
* taught and learn of him to come to the Son, Jobn vi. 44, 45. And 
how can we give that honour to John's baptiſm, or outward waſhing the 
body, which belongs to the Father, and his powerful Spirit? Lo be bap- 
tized into Chriſt is a great thing. To be buried with Chriſt by baptiſm in- 
to death, is a precious ſtate, and effected by the inward work of the Spirit 
in the heart, working againſt ſin, working the mind out of ſin, into the 
nature, Spirit, and life of Chriſt. And the being baptized into Chriſt, is 
the real putting on Chriſt, It is the effect of knowing the truth as it is in 


Jeſus, which cauſeth the putting off of the old man, and the renewing in | 


the Spirit of the mind, and putting on the new, Epbeſ. iv. 22, 23, 24. 
But ; wink baptiſm, or the waſhing the body with outward: water, doth. 
none of theſe things, but is only a type or repreſentation of what 1 is d 
in and by the inward baptiſm. _ | 
He adds further, And ſo the ſoul receives Cbriſt in bis phate ond ; 
priefily office; /o by Chriſt we are delivered from all filtbineſs of fleſh and Miri 
that we may per felt bolineſs in the fear of God, _ 5 

Reply, The kingdom of Chriſt is ſpiritual, the kingdom of Chriſt, is 
within, and he that would truly know him as he is king, prophet, and 
prieſt, muſt hear his knocks, know his voice, open to him, and let him in, 
and then he will manifeſt himſelf there, and the ſoul ſhall know what he is, 
even his kin 8. prieſt, and prophet, and feel him exerciſing all _ 
offices, 
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| | ns Hit 
ces, in the authority of bis Father, in the heart. 
—— knowledge i ne ſhalt know Mn dl his. 
thoroughly purging his floor from all imbelief; from all, 1 
from alt chaifmck a) carthlineſs ; yea, from all filthineſs 5 e pd 
ſpirit; for his fan turns againſt chem and his Spirit of judgment and 
burning flames inwardly a them” and a as tk ey Are. co med and - 
burnt up, the pure fear of che Lord is increaſed'in the heart, wherein hali-" 
neſs is | begun, and at length perfected, by the thorough circumcifion and 
baptiſt of the Spirit. But the Corinthians were not cleanſed from wil 85 
of fleſh 'and pre by water-baptiſm, bur were afterwards xhot | 
Paul — do wee + 
4. What water is it that the imward Ifraet ſhall be frinkid Alk. 
;bat boy wy be clean? Is it not imward water, ſpiritual water ? And can any. 
be clean or baptized in the ſight of God, that are not baptized with this n. | 
wherewith God ſprinkleth and waſheth bis ſpiritual and inward Iſrael? 
hes Baptiſm is not ſprinkling, nor ſo rendered by the Spirit, but 
ze; baptize is to dip or put into the water.. 

Reph, ben God ſprinkleth his in ward Iſrael, with the water which "Tay 
| hath promiſed to nh, with, he doth ſufficiently cleanſe them; for whom 
the Lord ſprinkleth with this water, they are cleanſed thereby, Ezek. xxxvi. 
25. And this relates to the goſpel-ſtate , for a new heart is immediately 

romiſed, ver. 26. which is the promiſe of the goſpel-covenant. And the 
blood of ſprinkling in the new-covenant doth ſufficiently waſh and cleanſe, 
Heb. xii. 24. Rev. i. 5. ſprinkling and dipping are but figures; but they - 
are both comprehended in the ſubſtance, which we ſhould wait inwardly to 
feel and experience. The water which Chriſt ſpeaks of, Jobn iii. 2 (which 
place he quotes) is not outward, but of the ſame nature with the Spirit, 
whereof the foul ! is waſhed and born. again, and riſeth 1 in a new NR: 
with Chriſt, ute 

He ſaith, The Nee fits for the Aber, | 

"Reply, It is true, John's baptiſm did require inward Suites (in 
which reſpect it went beyond circumciſion), and ſo where thoſe . 
tions were found, who could forbid water? But Chriſt's baptiſm, the bap- 
tiſm with Spirit and Hre to purify the mind and burn up the droſs, is of an 
higher miniſtration, and a far more glorious baptiſm than that, Malt. . 
11. He Hall baptize you : you, what you? You whom I have baptized With 
water. So that thoſe whom he had baptized to repentance, he tells of an- 
other baptiſm, a more glorious baptiſm than kids, Which pre are hey. ae 15 
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wait for, and feel accompliſhed in them. | N 

Query 5. N bat is the goſpel-circumcifion ? Is it not an inward 0 ritual 
circumciſion? and is not the circumciſing knife, herewith the inw Te acl is is. 
circumciſed, inward" and ſpiritual ?. And is not the goſpel-baptiſm, * 
the ee Fus rs e. as inward and ſpiritual as the gelpel-cir, amciſion 4 
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. Aifw. It is inward, ſpiritual, heavenly, that which God works by the: 
..... . knife.of bis word, Heb. iv. 12. Hoſe vi. 5. ES 
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_ Reph, This is true; we whom: God-hath called, quickened, enlightened, 
cxcumeifed,. and baptized, experience it ſo; and happy is he, if he experi- 
ence it ſo alſo. For the word is living, and makes alive; the word is. quick 
and powerful, ſharper than any two-edged ſword, and it doth inwardiy 
Pierce to the dividing aſunder of the foul and ſpirit (Oh! this is a bleſſed 
experience inwardly, where-ever-it is felt!), and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And this word 
came to the prophets, and did hew through the prophets, and God's judge- 
ments by this word were as a light that went forth. This word is the word 
of life, and the life is manifeſted in it, as the apoſtles knew in their day, 
1 John i. 2. and as God's gathered ones know in this day. _ 5 
Baut let him take heed, leſt he put the letter, or out ward deſcriptions of 

heavenly things, for the word; for the kingdom or goſpel - ſtate ſtands not in 
ſuch kind of words, but in power, 1 Cor. iv. 20. and the apoſtles were 
made able- miniſters of the New Teſtament, nat of the letter, but of the 
Spirit; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit miniſtereth life, 2 < a 6. 
So we diſtinguiſh the word of life (the quick piercing word that giveth 
life), from the words which came from it, A#s v. 20. which words are alſo 
living, as they come from the life; otherwiſe, in the mouth, underſtanding, 
or comprehenſion of him who is not living (nor in a true ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding of them), they are not life. So men ſhould! not ſtrive: to compre- 
hend things with that outward underſtanding, which can never attain there- 
to, but wait to receive the underſtanding from God, whereby. they may 
know him that is true, and his goſpel-ordinance, and the holy laws of his 
kingdom, and be found in the obedience thereof to him in the Spirit. 

Now granting the goſpel-circumciſion to be inward and ſpiritual, how 
can he make the goſpel-baptiſm ta be of a nature inferior to it, even 
outward. and carnal, viz. a waſhing with the elementary water of this crea- 
tion, and not with the inwardly ſanctifying and cleanſing water of life, 
which: God ſprinkleth upon his ſpiritual Ifrael, and alſo plunges their fouls 
into? And conſider ſeriouſly, whether the apoſtle, ſpeaking both of cir- 
cumciſion and baptiſm, Cal. ii. 17, 12. did intend either of them as to the 
outward, and nat rather both of them as to the inward, wherein the true 
inward ſpiritual eircumciſing, and alſo the true inward baptizing, is witneſ- 
ſed, and both without hands; for neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion 
avails (no more doth outward. waſhing the body, or not waſhing it avail) 
but a new creature; the putting off of the body of the ſins of the fleſh by 
the circumciſion. and baptiſm of Chriſt, this avails, and is of great eſteem 
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A Reply to an Anſwer of ſome Queries, Se. 1 

_ Query 6. What is the one baptiſm e the ſpiritual Poe, without which 

there is no ſalvation? Can there be any Jalvation without" tht th waſh 5 

of the ſoul? May there not be ſalvation without the outward uin of tht 
c / . ITS "2 


Auw. That which Chriſt Jeſus commanded for thete is bur dne bap- 
tiſm commanded, and W leads us to Chriſt a 8 
Reply, Was not John's baptiſm commanded,” which was an outward Waſh 
ing? And is not the inward waſhing commanded alſo? Was not Iſrael com- 
manded to circumciſe their hearts, and was not that an inward circuma- 
fion ? And were they not alſo commanded to waſh their hearts from wicked-- 
neſs, and was not that an inward waſhing or baptiſm? How could they do. 
either of theſe ? Why, did nod Moſes direct them to the word nigh in theit 
mouth and heart, whereby both theſe might be done? And can either of 


theſe be done in any heart, but by the operation of this word of life in- 


wardly in the heart? We know, There is no other name under heaven, nor 
way. to be ſaved, but Cbriſ the word of life, and light of men. But they 
that are ſaved by him, muſt know him as a living ſtone within, and come 
from all elſe in their hearts to him (as to a precious foundation-ſtone of 
life), and be new-created by him, circumciſed and baptized into him, and 
ſo walk in him, the new and living way, and ſerve God his Father, in the 
newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter; which happy 
are they that underſtand what it is, and are found in this obedience to the 
Lord, and in thus. worſhipping him in his Spitit and truth, Which is the 
goſpel-ſervice and worſhip. For men may eafily miſtake about the letter; 
but the new birth doth not miſtake concerning the Spirit, nor the true 
ſheep concerning the voice of Chrift, e 
Qiuerxy 7. How are men buried with Chriſt by: baptiſm into deatb I it not 
an inward ſpiritual death, that men are thus buried with Chriſt into? Aud is 
it not effefted by an inward ſpiritual baptiſm *. ps . 
Anſib. By water-baptiſm; for Chriſt was buried, ſo are we. Chriſt. 
woas buried by baptiſm in the water, ſo are we... OO 
Reply, Chriſt was outwardly circumciſed ; fo are we alfo cifeuniciſed; not 
outwardly, as Chriſt was. Chriſt was not circumciſed: to effect any thing 
upon him (for he needed it not), but for our fakes. And he was baptized 
for our fakes alſo, that we alſo might be eircumciſed, and baptized with. 
the circumciſion and baptiſm which we need, which is the Rp 
and baptizing of our ſouls, and not the circumciſing or wathing of & r 
dies: NE ET EI, $: 7, 34 To lks i Ei int 4114 ohr | 
He adds, Chrift did it to fulfil” all righteouſneſs; we to fulfil” the righttals 


law and will of: God, we thereby entering inta covenant with God, robereby "We 
jet to bis ſeal (1 fappoſe he means, our ſeal) "that" be is tra. 0 
Reply, It remains yet to be proyed, that baptizing with water is God's law: 
and will in the goſpehſtate. I 4th ſute there ate thoſe that are tauglit 


echeriſe by han- chat reacheth all bis cideb; fm de leaſt ee the 
9 f | | greats 2 
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© greateſt, in the new covenant? And the new covenant is an inward coye 
nant; which they that hear God's voice therein, and have his law written in 
their hearts, and obey it, are led by him more and more into. Now the 
new covenant is not made with every thirſty one after the living waters, 
but only ſuch as come to Chriſt in the drawings and teachings of his Father; 
and when they are come to Chriſt, incline their ears, and hearken diligently 
to him, Ja. lv. 1, 2, 3. ſuch aſſuredly know and enjoy the ſure metcies 
of David, having God to be their Shepherd to ſpread their table for them; 
and they eat that which is good, and are ſatisfied with the fat things of his 
houſe, and ſo can ſet to their ſeal that God is true and faithful, who hath 
not only promiſed ſuch things, but is daily fulfilling and making them good 
in and to their fouls. 5 —: EF 
Query 8. What is that baptiſm, from whence there certainly and * 
ariſeth the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God! Doth nat this always ariſe 
from the imward baptiſm, from the waſhing away of that which defileth the con- 
ſcience? Is not then the conſcience thereby made good and holy in the fight of God? 
* doth it not then anſwer the holy will, law, and Spirit, of the holy and 
oo God ? | | | Wet | 
: Anſw, The baptiſm of water; being that which Chriſt commanded. 
Reply, Water-baptiſm, or outward waſhing of the body, cannot make 
the conſcience Ka ; for a man may do that upon a miſtake, through error 
of judgment, and go unchanged into it, and come unchanged out of it. 
But the inward circumciſion, and inward baptiſm, doth really cut off and 
waſh away the fin and filth of the conſcience, and ſo make it good; and 
then the good conſcience doth anſwer to God, in what he teacheth and re- 
quireth. But that water-baptiſm was commanded by Chriſt, is ſtill denied 
on our part, and unproved on his. e oh Tal 
= ſaith, A clear conſcience ariſeth from a true conformity to the law of 
LY | 
Reply, This is very true. But what is the law of God in the new cove- 
nant, but what he writes in the heart? God is the teacher of his people in 
the new covenant; and what he teacheth and requireth of them by his 
4 is their law. Chriſt is their law-giver, and he gives forth his law. 
of life, from his Spirit of life, to thoſe that wait for it, Ja. xlii. 2. And 
he likewiſe opens the ſcriprures, and ſhews what God taught and required of 
former ages, and of this preſent age. He ſhews what the ſhadows of the 
law were, and what the miniſtration of the prophets and John was, and 
what the miniſtration of the Son is; who is faithful in all his houſe to 
every one there, as a Son, to give the law of the Spirit of life to them 
even as Moſes the ſervant was to give, the outward law to thoſe of his houſe. 
So that it is not ſufficient to read a ſcripture, or ſcriptures, and ſay this was 
commanded, and this was practiſed of old; but to wait to know how it was 
commanded, and how practiſed, and of what nature it was, whether of the 
everlaſting nature of the kingdom, which is to remain; or of an outward, , 
PS: : ; elementary 


rg was Arr bin gerte, ge. bj 


elementary nature, which might be ſhaken and paſs away, For it was the 
will of God, that all ſuch things ſhould be fhaken and paßs away, that the 
| kingdom itſelf alone, which cannot be ſhaken, might remain, . Heb. xu, 27. 
Concluſion, Ob! that. people knew and experienced the. baptiſm. which is the 
ſubſtance, and then they would not idolige that baptiſm, . or autward waſhing, 
ꝛobich in its nature can be uno more than a, ſign, Hgniſication, or repreſentation of 
that which is the ſubſtance! CO bee e ne bOS. 
Anſcw. Our baptiſm, which is the goſpel-baptiſm, being baptized into 
Chriſt, is that which brings us to the e Shu Jeſus our 
Lord, the ſubſtance of all things. So that ſigns or ſignifications are 
nothing to us, but Chriſt is all to our fouls. 55 

' Reply, That water-baptiſm is the goſpel-baptiſm, can never be proved 
by you, it being neither of the nature of the goſpel, nor commanded by 
Chriſt the law-giver in the goſpel. And that this waſhing with outward 
water is the baptizing into Chriſt, is a very low and dark apprehenſion, far 
from truth, and the right underſtanding of the ſcriptures, and the experi- 
ence of thoſe who are baptized with Chriſt's baptiſm. And that which 
brings to Chriſt, is the Father, by his drawings; not outward baptizing, or 
waſhing the outward man with outward water; that is but a bodily exerciſe, 
and bodily exerciſes profit little, ſo far are they from bringing to Chriſt the 
ſubſtance. And as for what he ſaith concerning ſigns and ſignifications, 
oh!] that it were fo indeed, that they were nothing to you, but Chriſt were 
all to your fouls! For if it were ſo indeed, could ye thus cry up a figure or 
ſhadow of the goſpel-baptiſm, and be fo ignorant of the ſubſtance. Do the 
Jews know the inward circumciſion? Or do ye know the inward baptiſm, 
any more than the Jews knew the inward circumciſion ? Read that ſcrip- 
ture, Rom. ii. 28, 29. and the Lord apply it home to your ſouls; He is 
not a Few which is one outwardly, neither is that circumciſion which is outward 
in the fleſh; but he is a Few which is one inwardly, and circumciſion is that 
of the heart in the Spirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of men, but 
of God. Now may not the Spirit of God ſay in theſe our days (yea, of a 
truth the Spirit of our God doth ſay ſo, and many have heard his voice ſo 
ſpeaking), he is not a Chriſtian which is one outwardly, neither. is that goſ- 
pel-baptiſm, which is outward on the fleſh ; but he is a Chriftian which is 
one inwardly, and the goſpel-baptiſm is that of the heart in the Spirit, not 
in the letter, whoſe. praiſe is not of men, but of God. The Jews praiſed 
the outwardly circumciſed, and ye praiſe the outwardly baptized; but God 
praifeth the inwardly circumciſed and waſhed. So that their juſtification 
and praiſe is of him, and they matter not the juſtification or praiſe of man. 
He adds further, Neither do we theſe things but to obey» bim and follow. his 
footſteps that he went before us in, and ſo he is our leader and commander... 
Reply, Every practice of his he doth not lead or command his diſciples 

to follow him in. He was circumciſed outwardly; are we to take it up 
becauſe it was his footſtep? No more are ve to take up the outward waſh- 
Vor, II. | Mmmm 3 ing, 
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fectually cleanſeth» from fin. Ohl how: plain are 


is the anſwer of a good conſcience in obediet 


n 1 
which cutteth off that which evil, from 1d 
and we are alſo to take up that ach inwar 
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He adds yet, So i hat we are not ank ay thing, tu 7 2 jug 8 Cl 5 
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Reply, I with from my heart ye were . idolizi 7 1 or 
Water-baptiſm, by ſetting it in the place of Chriſt's baptiſm, and attribut- 


ing that to it which belongs to. Chriſt's baptiſm, and not to it. To affirm 


that water · baptiſni is the law of the ict, of life in Chriſt, and that ſtoop 
ing to it = weak to the law of K Spirit, of life in wilt, and p06: 


foul cannot be ſanctilied without going into the + A water z for till then 


it is in diſobedience, and charged as a tranſgreſſor; and the inward-man 
cannot be waſhed while living in diſobedience, and that en is. waſhed 


by: this outward water-baptiſm, and that this takes off diſobedience, IT. 


perſons into Chriſt, with more of this nature What is this but the ic 

of an outward elementary creature and creaturely action, and an under- 
valuing of that water and blood which alone can do this? Now. ab wm 
this idolizing is no reflecting on Chriſt; but on mens error of j ent, 
and their erroneous practices which eniue thereupon; much lefs is it hlaſ- 
phemy, although Chriſt himſelf was accounted a blaſphemer for teſtifying 
the truth, by the profeſſors of that age; and ſuch a judgment, may his. (5: 


| lowers. meet with now, from the pro ors of this age: 


Es faith further, I know that the pretence of al ths is the baptifin. of. the 


" Reply, He is greatly as It is not a pretence, but 4 feeling os, the 
baptiſm. of the Spirit, by che water of the fountain of life 2 God 
opens in the heart, and the being, born of this water and of the £ 
this means we came to know the baptiſm which ſaves, de 8 3 | 
ing and regenerating us therewith; and if we ſhould give the hanour of this 
baptiſm to the waſhing of the body with outward water, we ſhould. fin 
— the Lord, and be unfaithful in the teſtimony he hath Hive: us to 


He ſaith, Take notice that the baptiſm of the Spirit i is 4 promiſe, — 4 A. 


Rephy, That it is a promiſe. is granted; but it is alſo a duty to. receive the 


| promiſe, and to-give up to be baptized by him. Now to open this a lit- 


for I write in love and tender good-wall, and in that which opens my 
— The Spirit of the Lord did ſtrive with the old world. What did he 
ſtrive for? Did he not ſtrive to reclaim them from ſin? To circumciſe 


them? To waſh. them? God gaye his good Spirit to the Jews: to inſtruct 


dem. To what end to e en. on thas they. mighc Oe the 


to God, and that it leads 
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foreſkin of their hearts, and be no more ſtiff necked; and that they might 
be inwardly waſhed in heart from their wickedneſs, and cheir yain —— 
might no longer lodge within them. So that the inward/ circumeiſion and 
the inward baptiſm of the ſoul and conſcience (from hence is the anſwer 
| of a good conſcience), was before" either the outward circumciſion or out- 

ward baptiſm, and is the ſubſtance, whereof the other wete but 6 


oures, 
Tbe Spirit was not only promiſed in the time of the goſpel,” but was alſo 


promiſed in the time 8 the law (though more abundantly promiſed to be 
poured forth in ths goſpel days), Prov. i. 23. No what doth it do when 
poured forth? Doth it not enlighten, quicken, lead, touch, waſh, or ſanc- 
tify, page out the old leaven, and leaven with the new leaven of the 
2 Here is true underſtandin and true experience. Oh! that ye 

might come to witneſs and partake of it! Do 8 to obey ? Oh that 
ye were taught of God to know Chriſt, as the Father reveals ww mwardly, 
—— and put off alt that is contrary unto him, that ye may be bap- 
tied into him, and be found i in him, filled and cloathed with his righte- 


ous Spirit, life, and nature; in which' righteous punt, Hes ad "ONO" _ 


true circumciſion and che true baptiſm is withefſed. | : 
He ſaith, gf r n r Jobs calls the baptiſm of the rn. 


Matt. ifi, 11. 


Reph, Though the Spirit, when poured out according to the e 


the Father, did baptize ſeveral ways; yet that is not it which John there 
calls the baptiſm of the Spirit; but the baptiſm of the Spirit is the in ward 
purging away of ſin and filth, by the Spirit and its fire, or by the Spirit of 
judgment and burning; which thoſe that were baptized by John were 
afterwards to expect and wait for, that with his fan their floor might be 
purged, their chaff burnt up, and the wheat gathered into the garner, 
os... Bt. 

He faith : again, Take notice, that the being baptized with the. Spirit, or bav- 
| e Spirit, does not excuſe us of our being baptized i in water, but rather fits 
us for it. 

Reply, TE baptiſm with water were a command of Chriſt, being baptized 
with the Spirit, or having the Spirit, would not excuſe from it. But if 
baprizing with the Spirit be the goſpel-baptiſm, and that which was figured 
out or repreſented by John's baptiſm, then we are not to turn back from 
the ſubſtance to the figure, or from Chriſt's command to his diſciples, to 
God's command by Jotin to his diſciples. © © 
He quotes As viii, 29. compared with ver. 38, 39. Where (fairf he) 

we may ſee, that the Spirit was in the dort of the adminiſtrution of water- 
baptiſm, as it Teads men to the truth of the: goſpel, and rherefore ir is that the 
apaſtle 29% that by one Spirit we ale baßpt i ized into one dody, 1 Cor. 

xii. 1 
Reg 5 God, from whom che WF wi as; and the zplives; and Nc 
Preac ing and bapriſm, did work in ei 3 7 his , and John's mi- 

| ) M m m m naiſtration 


1 


niſtration being the fight God might Wong _— But 
Yhat this is Chriſt's baptiſm,” commanded by him in the goſpel, or the wa- 
ter thereof the water Where with Chriſt waſheth the ſoul, or che water of 
regeneration whereby God regenerates, that we cannot but deny, _ 
taught of God, and having experience of the contrary. ' Yea it is A. 
feſtly but a ſhadow of Chrilt's baptiſm, and not the baptiſm itſelf; not- — 
baptiſm of his Spirit and fire, wherewith alone the ſoul can ee 
Purged, Matt. iii. 11. compared with Ja. iv. 4. 

But that water-baptiſm leads men into the truth of the goſpel, is ths 
great miſtake. He had ſaid but a few lines before, that it is'the office and 
work of the Spirit of God to lead us into all truths of the goſpel; let him ſtick 
to that, and wait to experience that, and not attribute that to a dead N 
Which belongs to the living Spirit. 

And whereas he interpreteth that ſeriprure, I Cor. xii. 13. of outward 

viſible baptiſm with outward water, that is a very manifeſt miſapprehenſon. 

(I wiſh he did not ſo miſunderſtand and miſinterpret ſcriptures, for want of 
the right key which opens them). For all that are baptized with ontward 
water (whether Jews or Gentiles, bond or free), are not baptized into one 
body; but all that are inwardly baptized by the one Spirit, are baptized in- 
to the one body, whereof Chriſt is head, and they all drink into one Spirit; 

in which Spirit they all have life to act in the body, and have a living ſenſe 


of their place and ſervice in the body, which they who any are W or" 520 
Ne water have not. 


Thus far in way of Reply to his Anſwers to hee Queries, which did 
flow from me, as life and the love of God ſprang up in me, without 
any premeditation at all; which retain their truth, evidence and ſtrength, 

notwithſtanding all that he hath ſaid to invalidate or weaken them. | 
Now follow his Queries returned to conſideration, which it is on my 
heart to return an Anſwer to, in the nakedneſs and plainneſs of truth, 


as the Lord hath pleaſed to open and give me the wer ee and 
experience of the things queried of. 


very 1. Whether the baptiſm of the Spirit be not a promiſe, and the work 
of God to give it to bis creatures, and the baptiſm of afflittions an imputation of 
- wicked men; and but one baptiſm commanded by Chriſt as a duty to JA. unto, 
if not water-boptiſm, what is it then? 
Anſw. The baptiſm Chriſt commands his diſciples to ſubmit to, is ; his 
own baptiſm, the. baptiſm of his Spirit. The true diſciples of Chriſt are in- 
ward Jews and inward Chriſtians, and they are to ſubmit to the inward Cir- 
cumciſion and baptiſm of Chriſt their Lord. They are to be waſhed in- 
wardly with the water of that fountain, which God opens to the houſe of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem for ſin and for uncleanneſs, 
Zech. xiii. 1, Doth God ſet this 12 for the inward and ſpiritual Jews or 


Chriſtians? 


| N — e e t 
ir? moos are to oo with the Holy. Ghoſt, 01 with neg eg : +, i 
11. Every diſciple ought to wait Wo POIs and experience this þ bag. 
They are to be waſhed with the Spirit of judgment and burning, and to 
have their corrupt blood purged away thereby, Ia. iv. 4. They are in- 
wardly to be baptiaed into the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, th 
they may inwardly riſe up in the newneſs of the life, and of that living 
name, Matt. xxviii. 19. They are to be baptized into the one body, 7 
is the ſpiritual body; and by ſpiritual. baptiſm is the ſoul baptized into it 
land not by that which is carnal), and ſo to come to Mount Sion, and the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, and enter into it; which the uncircumciſed and unclean 
cannot enter into, but they alone that know the truth as it is in Jeſus, and 
narf! it, Heb, xii. 22. Jia. lit. 1. and chap. xxvi. 2. 

Query 2. F but one baptiſm commanded, and men cannot 720 80 one another 
with tbe Spirit, and it is ſinful to Me one another, what baptiſm is this one 
en 3 N 
Anw. God mals his apoſtles (and bs as thoſe whom. be makes migi- | 

few] in the goſpel) able miniſters of the Ney - Teſtament, not of the letter, 
but of the Spirit. And if the Lord make them able miniſters in his 
Spirit, what 1d hinder them from. miniſtering, the ſpiritual baptiſm ? 
The ſame Spirit that teacheth through them, is it not able to baptize thro 
them? Who is ſufficient for theſe things, ſaith the apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii. 16, ? 
Were they ſufficient to teach, but as God taught through them? And are 
they not ſufficient to baptize, as God baptizeth through them ? How often 
have we found our ſouls taught and baptized by the water of life flowing 
from the ſpring of life through the holy miniſtry, which Gui hath merci- 
fully raiſed up, and maketh uſe of, in theſe our days ?- 

Query 3. ther it be not the work of God on the inner wan, char brings 
the rand man to be baptized, and obey the commands of God? . 
Anſcw. It was the work of God on the inner man, when John? 8 baptiſm 
was commanded by God, to bring men to John's baptiſm; and it is the 
work of God's Spirit in the heart, which brings men to diſcern and ſubject 

to Chriſt's baptiſm ; for the baptiſm of Chriſt is not diſcerned by man's wit- 
dom, or by the reaſoning mind, but by the ſenſe of life in the heart. bs - 
Quety 4. Whether men can be my Jandified by faith and the Pit, thas 
are bd, to God, and live ſo?” 

_ Anfw. No, they cannot. But true obedience requires woe light miles 
underſtanding}; for all are not obedient who judge themſelves fo, but thoſe 
whom God judgeth fo. The inward Jew is obedient to the inward bap- 
tiſm, which Chriſt hath appointed, e dareth not ſet 55 4 outward in 


its lace. 1 
very 5. Whether the mw of Ged doth not ding berwer Horning o | 
Ide 92 792 and e I 10 0 


6348 A Nepiy to an Anſwer of fome & nerips, Xe. 
Au. They are both figurative expreffions; but they tend to, and end 
in, one and the ſame thing in ſubſtance, which is inward cleaning. \Sprinks 
ling clean water upon the jout doth cleanſe it, Ezck. xxxvi. 29. And dipping 
into, or being overwhelmed with, the water of life, in the pourings out of 
the Spirit upon the ſoul, doth cleanſe alſo. For there is a river, the ſtreamt 
whereof do not only refreſh, but alſo cleanſe and PE ns ay _ 
from the ſoul, as with a flo⸗d. 
I! pray conſider that place, Jia. — 3, 4 5. When God, — he 
fountain of life, pours out water and floods upon him that is a-thirſt, do 
not theſe floods and water waſh him and nouriſh him alſo? Do not they wath 
away that which hinders his ſpringing up and growth in the truth? And is 
not he hereby baptized into the name of the Lord? God is the God of 

Jacob, the Holy One of Iſracl. And doth not one that is waſhed, feeling 
that carried away by the floods and overflowings of the Spirit, inwardly 
feel, and preſently ſay in his heart, 7 am the Lord's? Aud another ſurname 
kimſelf by the name of Iſrael? Now J am one of the ſeed of Jacob indeed, 
and of God's Iſrael, and that name belongs to me. I am inwardly waſhed 
from my former wicked and deceitful heart; that is gone, and a new heart 
and ſpirit of God's creating and forming is witneſſed by me, and God's 
Spirit teſtifies in me, and to me, 7. has J am an ee indeve, in whom is 10 

a 
8 6. Whether the — ug baſe: be not the — of God, and the 
foul obeying of it be not a figu de tuife bath entered, and. taten 3 we 
ſoul of man ? 

Anſfw. It is true; the word 5 God, the quick, powerful, picrcing and 
| of life, the word which lives and abides for ever, and is a commandment 
of life in the heart, (Deut. xxx. 11, to 15. which is the commandment, 
law, or word of the new covenant, chap. xxix. I. which is the word of 
faith, which the apoſtles preached, Rom. x. 8.) this word of God is the 
5 knife, and the foul obeying of it cannot but be e 

y it 
But I am jealous with a godly jealouſy, left he miſtake and call ſome- 
what elſe the word, and reckon his obedience to what he apprehends from 
the letter, to be obedience to the word; and if ſo he greatly deceives his 
own foul. And I have good reaſon thus to be jealous concerning him, be- 
cauſe I find him, in his anſwer to my firſt query, terming water-baptiſm the 
Lich of the Spirit of life in Chriſt ; wiuch cannot but be ſtrange language to 
all that know the nature, virtue, life, and power of the law of the __ 
of life in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Query 7. Whether baptiſm doth not lead ee , as ebebience ts the 
mind of God in Noah's time led ber into the ark, that we may be you oy 
Chriſt, as Noah was by the ark rf? F 

Anſw. It is the Father, by his drawings, pre leads men to Chriſt, ud 
Chi Fe his Spirit baptiſeth them into himſelf. . conforms thoſe to 


himſelf 
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Now it is chis baprifmm, on the-inward waſhing,” which remover. that 
| which deſtroys; and the foul that is ſubject to the miniſtration of Ohriſt 
Spirit, and gives up to be waſhed by him, is waſhed and made clean, and 

comes into the number of the ſaved; for feeling the power which ſawes 
ä — — p orie he mut needs. be faved 
| e 1a mea 


2.243 


Nor was it obedience in Noah's: cimewhich Jed kinks: into the ak, bu 
God's voice or ſpecial command to him, which he received in the faith {By 
faith be prepared the ark, Heb. xi. 7. ), which faith produced — can 
to that it is faith in the mighty power of God which ſaves; which 
works mightily in them that truly believe, mightily cireumciſing, — 
baptizing, mightily burying with Chriſt, burying the ſdul into his death, 
and raiſing it up again in the newneſt of his life. So that here is a real 
inward work of faith, a real inward appearing and working of the power, 
andi a real obedience to, and a going along with the power in ite work, in 
the holy fear and trembling; and ſo the foul works out its ſalvation, by ho 
power which works in it 0b to wil and to do coating: to 2 
fare, Phil. ii. 12, 13. Eph. i. 19, 20. 


Query 8. Iberer Cris 09s net huvied'is the water-baptiſm? We then ing 


baptized, are we not buried with Cbriſ by baptiſm? 
. Anfw. Chriſt was circumciſed with Moſes's circumcifion, andy v 60 
baptiacd with John's baptiſm, which was a dipping into, or burying in, the 
water; yet notwithſtanding this, he hath his own ſpiritual circumeiſion and 
ſpiritual baptiſm, to be adminiſtered in the goſpekdiſpenſation unt his, 
And as all Moſes's diſciples were to be circumciſed with his circumciſion, 
and all John's diſciples to be baptized with his baptiſm unte repentamoe, ſo 
all; Chriſt's diſciples ate to be inwardly circumciſed and baptized wich his 
— and baptiſm, which is the ſubſtance of boch the —— 
— only Abe thus circumciſed, are circumciſed by Cini, and 
thoſe only that are thus baptized, are buried with him by baptiſm imo: hw 
death; which muſt be, before they can truly know a riſing with him in his 
life. May not a man or woman eafily, from an apprehenſion in their un- 
derſtanding, go into the outward water, and riſe up again out of the water, 
and yet not know what it is to die with Chriſt, or rife with Chriſt? But he 
that knoweth the in ward baptiſm, witneſſeth and experienoeth theſe 
being made a partaker with Chriſt, both in his death and reſurtection r 
Query 9. Whether obedience 10 lle law of Ged dotb not give 4 ſuui a good 
conſcience in the fight of God, and diſobedience male the 'confciente guilty # And 
— ever * Corgh can we clear Y fi * while loving un: PEO — 
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waſhed his bands in innacency, Pla. xxvi. 6. whether he did it with | 
water)? This water, this blood, this ſprinkling, this waſhing, i is'received in 
obedience, and not in diſobedience. But what obedience is it received in? 
Is it, received in. obedience to Moſes's circumciſion or John's baptiſm'#-Or 
in obedience. to Chriſt's circumciſion. and baptiſm? And let him, and all of 
is perſuaſion, ſeriouſly weigh, whether. ever the ſoul can be clear of fin 
while: living in ignorance of, or diſobedience; to, Chriſt's. circumciſion and 
baptiſm, whereby alone ſin can be cut off. from. the heart, and waſhed ama 
from the conſcience? .. - OR TO! At. colts noi 
Query 10. Wbether to obey God, be en the ao 19 met with c and 64a 
baptized of Gad ? as n HG 
\ Anſw. Obedience. is better — ſacrifice, and 40. Barben than the fat. of. 
rams. And to obey. Chriſt's. Spirit in the goſpel 3 being in- 
wardly circumciſed and waſhed by him, is far better than to be circumciſec 
with Moſes's circumciſion, or baptized with : John's baptiſm. The day is: 
dawned, and the ſhadews are fled. away, and the obedience is not now to 
the ſhadowy ordinances of Moſes, or TR the Baptiſt, but to the light ß 
the day, which ſhines in the hearts of the children of the new cou,nnt 
And they — have the true knowledge of Chriſt, and the true obe p 
who know the ſhinings of this —— walk with God in che ban d 
* 2 Cor. iv. 6. 1 John i. "I +41 tape 
— 11. Whether man — idaliae God's ordinances, in keqing doing, down: 
ng, ing up to them? _ e He +4 
Auſcw. The that ſet up Moſes's circumciſion, or 1 baptiſm ſor 
Chriſt's "which are not outward, as Moſes's and John's, but inward and 
ſpiritual), they idolize them, and are found guilty of ſo doing, in the light 
of him who judgeth righteouſly. Is it not idolizing . —— 
ſet it up in the place of the ſubſtance? „ e 
Query 12. Whetber mens calling the keeping, doing, loving, and plunge ory 
2 audinances, idolatry, be not ſome of thoſe bard ſpeeches Jude ſpeaks of & | 
XV. , pra 
g _ Anſwo. He ſtill all along takes the thing i in queſtion for granted. We 
grant that Moſes's circumciſion was God's ordinance, and that John's .bap- 
tiſm was God's ordinance ; but that either of theſe is a goſpel-ordinance, 
that Moſes's circumciſion is the circumciſion. of Chriſt, or. John's water-bap- 
tiſm is the baptiim of Chriſt, that we conſcientiouſly and groundedly deny ; ; 
God's Spirit in the Scriptures putting a difference between them, as 
cularly — John's baptiſm and Chriſt's, Matt. ii. 11. So that al 


Sal) müdes the dings  (chrough bis itte) be lamemtably wee 


Reply to an 
and miſapplies that ſcripture, Jude xv. And let him ſeriouſly conſider che- 
ther that ſeripture may not juſtly be applied to them? And whether — 4 
can poſſibly avoid the laſh of it without Tepentance, who deny and revik 
the inward appearance of Chriſt; by the light of his Spirit, in the hearts bf 


his in this our day, and deny his inward circumciſion and baptiſm to be the 


PRES dinance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſetting up John's water-baptifi 
The laſt Query, Whether it be not invading, and labouring to make” wort! 
God's law and commands, when men ſo ſlight, contemn, deſpiſe, write, and do 
all they can to keep people from cloſing in with them, and make then afraid of them 
by their writing and preaching, as ſome do? es "dh 

Anſto. This Query implies a very deep wrong charge againſt the children 
and ſervants of God, for their obedience to God's Spirit. Oh! how will he 
anſwer this to God ! Becauſe we own Chriſt's baptiſm, with the Holy Ghoſt 


and fire, and into the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, with the water 


of the fountain which God opens for ſin and for uncleanneſs, and give teſti- 
mony thereto in the requirings of God's Spirit, having learnt it of him, and 
experienced it from him, and having a neceſſity upon us in his name and 
authority (many times) to teſtify, That this is the goſpel-baptiſm of Chriſt 
our Lord, and that John's water-baptiſm is not the goſpel-baptiſm, but only 


a figure, repreſentation, or ſhadow thereof; therefore this man chargeth us 


with invading, and labouring to make void God's law and commands, with flight- 
ing, contemaing, deſpiſing, &c. Are not theſe hard words, and a very unjuſt 
accuſation againſt God's choſen meſſengers and ſervants, and any whom he 
pleaſeth to make uſe of in this teſtimony ? But the truth is, theſe hard 
words are not ſo much againſt us, as againſt him that ſends us with this 
teſtimony, and is no leſs than a fighting againſt him, who will be too hard 
for you all, and will gather people more and more from the outward water- 
baptiſm of John, to the inward baptiſm by his holy Spirit and fire, which 
happy are they that know and are baptized with. ia 
He faith at the cloſe, I have no end in this, but God's glory. 


 Anſewo. But he greatly miſtakes the way to glorify God; for to ſet the 


ſhadow of a thing, inſtead of the thing itſelf, is not the way to glorify 
Chriſt, or the goſpel-diſpenſation. For Chrift is the Son, who doth not 


come forth with Moſes's circumciſion, or John's baptiſm (who were both 


ſervants), but with the Spirit and power of his Father, wherewith he cir- 


cumciſeth and baptizeth inwardly and fpiritually. And to fer up that which 


is outward in the ſtead of this, is both to diſhonour the Father and the Son. 


The” CON © L US FO N 


OW, for a cloſe, I ſhall open a little of the myſtery of Cx IS, and 

of his enlightening, quickening, circumciſing, and baptizing, from 

tome ſcriptures, as the Lord hath pleaſed to open them in me and to me, 
and give me the inward ſenſe and experience of them. | = 
Vol. II. Nnnn Jobn 
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i. 1. and The vary was in the e 
a is allo the be inning of the creation of 7 
In this word was life, and the life — the light of 'm — and this light, which 
is life in the word, ſhineth in mens darkneſs, which enlighteneth them chat be- 

lieve 1 in it, and the life thereof quickeneth and gi life to them that hear 
its voice, and believe in it; and both the light and life, or the word by its 
light and life, circumciſeth and baptizeth. Doth not the pure light cur off, 
chaſe away, waſh away darkneſs (wherein all fin and uncleanneſs is compre- 
hended) from the heart? Doth not the pure word ws © ures received in _ 
faith, purify the heart ? 
Queſt. But where is this word ? Or bow ſhall a man come at this ward; or 
Bear its voice or commandment, in the obedience whey be is enlightened, n 
ed, tircumciſed, and baptized "107 

 Anſw. It is not far off; It is nigh thee, faith Moſes. Thou needeſt not go 

up to bea ven for it, or down to the deep, &c. For God, in his love to man, 
hath placed it nigher, even in man's mouth and heart, that he might hear 
it and do it, Deut. xxx. and Rom. x. And he that inclines his ear to this 
word, hears and obeys it, lives. And as it is the word of the new cove- 
nant (in which is the light and life of the new covenant), ſo it brings him 
into the new covenant, or makes an everlaſting covenant with him, even 
the ſure mercies of David, Ja. lv. 3. 
Another ſcripture is, 1 Joby i. 1. where he ſpeaks of the fame word, of 
the ſame life, and of the ſame light, wherewith men are enlightened, and 
wherein they are to walk, ver. 7. That which is declared of, that which is 
to be teſtified of by the goſpel-miniſters, is the word, the life, the light. 
This is the meſſage Chriſt gave his apoſtles to preach, That God is light, 
ver. 5. What is "the intent of this meſſage, but zbat men might be turned 
from darkneſs to this light, Acts xxvi. 18. And then the light enlightens 
them, and they ſoon come to feel life, and the word from which the life 
comes. And ſo they that truly receive the teſtimony of the light (which is 
the goſpel-meſſage, ver. 5.) they ſoon come to the manifeſtation of the life 
(or of him who is the life) in their own hearts, and ſo into fellowſhip with 
them that are in the light, and with the Father, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt alſo. 

A third Scripture is, 2 Cor. iv. 6. which ſhews the way of enlightening 
the mind, which is by God's cauling the ght of life to ſhine in the heart ; 

which being believed in, gives the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jeſus Chriſt. God is a Spirit; the knowledge of him is ſpiritual, given 
and received in the ſhinings of his light in the heart. 

Thus we receive the beginnings of our ſpiritual knowledge, and thus we 
receive the increaſe thereof day by day. In his light (in the ſhinings of his 
light in our hearts) we ſee light at firſt, and in the further ſhinings thereof 
we ſee more and more light. | 
The laſt place I ſhall mention, is Matt. xiii. 31. The kingdom of God 
was that which Chriſt much preached, and here he preacheth it as a ſeed 
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ſown in the heart, and that a very little one. Nom conſider. if this be not 
the word of God in. a ſeod, Chriſt in a; ſeed, life an; a ſeed, light in à ſeed, 
God's ſced. (bis ſeed ramainrth in bim, x John iii. 9.) Now, chis ſeed, as at 

in the heart, grows in its on liſe, light, nature, Spirit, power, ec, 


and puts all theſe forth in che heart in which ãt grows, againſt ſin, and to- 
wards 


. Lea, the judgment of God is revealed in the ſpiritual 
light, lite, a of this word againſt ſin, and for righteouſneſs; and 
God's Sion, inward, ſpiritual Sion (or his people and children), is re- 
deemed by the —— and righicouſneſs which is revealed from and in 
this word in the — And this word is ſo powerful againſt ſin, that it 
doth not only cut it off, and waſni it away from the mind and conſcience, 
and ſo make them clean, but it alſo keeps the mind, in which it remains 
las it is regarded and hearkened to), from joining to ſin any more; and if 
ſin cannot be joined to, it can neither my conceived nor brangbe forth, 
1 Jobs iii. 9. James iii. 15. | 

Object. But by this Auris, or e (46 chan calleſ it), Chriſt. 5 
outward appearance, his ſacrifice and blood, as alſo the ſeriptures, with the eu- 
hortations and commands thereof, are all laid «waſte, and made void, A 
uſe or effect, all being attributed to this word, life, and light within, 

Anſw. No, in no- wiſe. This word within, with the life and light e there- 
of, doth not make void any former appearance or miniſtration of God, but 
rather eſtabliſhes them, by owning them in their proper place, uſe, and ſer- 
vice. For he that truly o]s this word, light, life, Spirit, power, Ac. in 
his own heart, muſt allo on it in the hearts of n in Moſes, in the 
prophets, in John, and in its fulneſs in Chriſt in the fleſh; and the virtue of 
all it did in Chriſt, and by Chriſt in the fleſn, towards the ſalvation of 
mankind, which his obedience, and the ſnedding of his blood, was by che 
Father made abſolutely requiſite unto. And the ſcriptures, the inſtructi 
reproofs, exhortations, commands thereof, Wc. in the hand of the Spirit, 
are very uſeful to this day; and the ſhinings of Chriſt, and the quicken- 
ings of his life are felt in them, when the Lord manageth them unto the 
foul for good. Yea, the words that Chriſt ſpoke in the days of bis fleſh, 

are Spirit and life to this day, when he ſpeaks them in the heart. But they 
are not life, as men apprehend, underſtand, or 2 them of chomlelves, 
but rather death, as ſo made uſe of. 

And thoſe that thus only learn che words, or progiiſe the word = 
do not learn aright, or practiſe aright; they do not know Chriſt, aright, 
they do not believe aright, or repent aright ; they cannot know Chriſt -as 
he is the word of life in the heart, nor hear him, nor obey him, nor be 
circumciſed or baptized by him; but are drowned in literal. apprehenſions 
and conceptions of their own, beneath him who is the life. 

Thus the Jews, in their day, waited for the Meſſiah, and ſpake great 
things of the kingdom of the Meſſiah, but knew neither him nor his king- 
dom, when he appeared and preached it. So likewiſe, many now ſpeak 
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great things of Chriſt being come, and of his obedience, death reſurrec- 5 
tion, aſcenſion, &c. and yet know not him, his voice, his app. 
their — — or in — ae 3 but — 1 — « | 
to what they apprehend: e ſcriptures to eternal Cy. while 
Rrangers to the living principle of truth, whereby he gives eternal Tife to 
his ſheep that bear bis voice, and follow the Lamb of God whereſoever be 
goes, and leads along his ſheep with him, Jobn x. 27, 28. 
He that would know God and Chrift to ſalvation, muſt knqw them in 
that myſtery of light and life, wherein and whereby they ſave and deliver 
from the myſtery of fin and death; for there is the myſtery of God, the 
- myſtery of the Father, the myſtery of Chriſt, the myſtery of the goſpel, 
the revelation of the myſtery, the preaching of the myſtery, the myſtery 
of the kingdom of God, the ſpeaking the wiſdom of God in a myſtery, 
the riches of the glory of the myſtery, - acknowledgment of the myſtery, 
the fellowſhip of the myſtery, and the myſtery of the faith held in a pure 
Ry The true minifters of Chriſt are ſtewards of the myſteries of 
God. They have the treaſure of life in their earthen veſſels, and are to 
give forth f rom that treaſure to thoſe they miniſter to, and bring them to 
the diſcerning and partaking of the ſame treaſure in themſelves. : 
Oh! conſider |. conſider } all ye profeſſors of Chriſt, and of the Chrigian 
religion | There is a myſterious power that begets, a myſterious womb that 
conceives and brings forth, a myſterious birth that is begotten and brought 
forth; which hungers after the myſtery, and is fed with the knowledge, life, 
and virtue of the myſtery. That birth which is of a nature below this, 
or feeds on a knowledge below this, and hath a faith and hope beneath the 
nature of the faith and hope which God gives to this birth, is but the 
child or birth of the bond-woman, which is not to inherit with Iſaac the 
true heir; but all ſuch kind of children of the kingdom muſt be caſt out, 
with the bond- woman their mother, Matt. viii. 22. Gal. iv. 30. | 
- The birth of the Father's Spirit and power, is only the true inward = 
or Chriſtian, to which the promiſes, the kingdom, and everlaſting ſalvation 
belongs; and all elſe are but pretenders to be what they are not; who 
after all the fires of their own kindling, and ſparks wherewith they compals 
themſelves about, will at laſt lie down in ſorrow from the hand of the Lord. 


Oh! chat none might be deceived by the enemy of their ſoul, ou mat- 
ters of ſo great concern 
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To Fz1iexDs in and about the Two Chalfonts. 


| | . Ah 5 THE te 2 OF 
Dahn 4 io! on TN 18 
E have a deep place in my heart, and whores are to the Lord for 
you, that ye may live to him, and find his liſe ſpringing up and 
abounding in you. What is it to have a diſtin&- name, or diſtinct 
meetings from the world, unleſs the power of the Lord be felt in your 
hearts, and his preſence in your aſſemblies? Oh! that the Lord would 
awaken you! Oh! that the Lord would quicken you! Oh! that it would 
pleaſe the Lord to raiſe up a ſtrict watch in you, againſt all drowſineſs, and 
careleſſneſs, and temptations, and ſnares of the enemy, that ye may travel 
on your Journey, with your backs upon the world, and your faces towards 
Sion; never looking back to the fleſhly nature, deſires, or luſts, to enter- 
tal any thing of that any more, which ye have parted with in the demon- 
ftrations and leading of life, but ſtill preſſing on further and further, till 
ye come to apprehend and be poſſeſſed of that, for which ye have been 
apprehended by God, and drawn in ſome meaſure towards. 
O my friends! There is a path of life in which ye muſt travel, even to 
the very end of it, or the crown of life is not to be received | Oh! that 
ye might travel on! Oh! that nothing might ſtop you ! Oh 1. that ye might 
every day wait for and feel the leader, and walk on with him in the ſimpli- 
city, uprightneſs, and ſenſe of his life, out of the reach of that wiſdom, 
which is ever and anon forming reaſonings in the heart againſt it, and 
ſtriving to darken, and make the plain way of God intricate to the dul! 
My life often reacheth to you, my ſoul exceedingly longeth after you ! 
And in the ſtirrings of the ſame life be ye alſo helpful to me, crying to 
the Lord for me, that I may abide with him, feel his preſervation, and 
dwell in that which he hath choſen to appear to and refreſh the ſoul in, that 
I may be acceptable to him, and further helpful to you, in the _— of the 
8 | irrings 
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ſtirrings of his precious and powerful life in my heart. The Lord God of 
mercy watch over you, pruning and keeping down all the earthlineſs and 
corruption in any of you, and watering and cherifhing his own plant in you 
all, that ye may daily witneſs the dying and decreaſe of the one, and the 
quickening and growth of the other, even till death be perfectly conſumed 
and ſwallowed up by the growth, power, and preſence of the immortal life 
in you, and your ſouls ſafe and happy in your Gd. 
And ſo to che tender mercies and care of the Lord do I | give you 7 % 
breatheing for you (as for my own ſoul) that ye may be perfectly the Lord's, 
perfectly given unto him, perfectly waiting upon him, and daily receiving 
into your precious veſſels the precious living teſtimonies of his love and ac- 
ceptance, and his ſweet heavenly dews, which will exceedingly refreſh and 
make your hearts glad, as he cauſeth them to deſcend and light upon you, 
So that which is of God in your hearts every day, wait to feel God breathe- 
ing u that it may open unto him, receive ſtrength from him, and ye 
in it be more and more gathered and united to the Lord, even till ye 
wholly become one nature, mind, and ſpirit with him; and then ye will 
ſee the end of your travels, and fit down in his joy, and peace, and pure 
reſt, from all labouring after life, and all ſorrows for the want and abſence 
of it, and all fears of loſing or being ſeparated from it; being eſtabliſhed 
in the power which is over all, and which preſerveth all that are encom- 
paſſed with it, and eſtabliſhed in it, for ever and ever. . 


From Le e ns of — Jour friend and brother, in the 
in £ ury, according to the w ek 1 | F 
God; whos bleſſed, and to be bleſſed * OD my of the 
in all that he doth, or ſuffereth to be mo, and in beget- 
done: 22d of the 3d month 1666. ting of the royal hea- 
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Oh! my friends! prize the rich tender mercy of the Lord, in call 
you out of this world, towards his everlaſting inheritance and fullneſs 
of life! And let not any thing of this world come between him and 
you; but let all that is of this worldly nature, both within and with- 
out, be trampled upon by you, and the price of the high calling of 
our God in Chriſt Jeſus, be faithfully and earneſtly purſued after; that 
none fall ſhort of the hope and glory ſet before him, but that every 
one may ſo run, as certainly to obtain and enjoy for ever, even the 
dominion and reign of God over all that is contrary to him, and the 
ſitting down in the reſt, joy, and peace of his nature for evermore, 


Amen, 
EPISTLE 
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*EPISTLE II. 
To Friends in Truth, in and about che Two Chalſones 


O* let every ſoul wait to Het the pure life of God, that in that we 
may wreſtle with our tender Father, for the opening the depth of 
his bowels and tender mercy, that that may be brought forth in every veſſel, 
and in the whole body, which may make the glory of his name ſhine, and 
may fill the veſſels of his choice with the joy and pleaſure of his ſalvation! 
Oh! that the pure meaſure of his life might be awakened and raiſed in 
your aſſemblies together, that ye might feel the pure fountain, the ſprings 

* in you, the ſtreams running through you, and every foul eeffvſhed, 
fi and fatisfied ; that ye might go away bleſſing his name, who hath 
taught you and given you hearts to wait un him, and who ſheweth 700 
mercy, and giveth you acceptance in your WAtings! 

And, dear friends! watch, that life may be always freſh and ſavoury in 
you, to the ſeaſoning of all your thoughts, words, converſations, and ac- 
tions, that ye may feel the name of God written upon you, and his prect- 
ous preſence in you, and with you. 

And in this freſhneſs remember me, to whom the Lord hath given to re- 
member and breathe for you, who am a priſoner, and have ſuffered man 
— becauſe that of God which is in me cannot bow to that whi 
is of man. 


From Aylesbury priſon, the « 23 of 
the Sixth month, 1666 


. 


EPISTLE III. 


To diligent and faithful Friends, in and about the 
Two Chalfonts. 


O tender and dearly-beloved friends, 


Y ſpirit is at this time touched with the ſenſe of the reat £ 

neſs and mercy of the Lord, inſomuch as I feel breakings, forth 

therein, and repeating there over and over again, Oh! what hath the Lord 

done for us, what hath the Lord done for us? For he hath not only given 
us 
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us a ſenſe and taſte of the precious promiſes in the ſcripture,” but hath alfo 
Jed us in the way of the fulfilling of them. He hath manifeſted that to 
us, wherein not only the promiſe is made, but whereto alſo the promiſe is 
fulfilled. Which of you, that is open and freſh,; doth not know the ſeed 
of life, the living principle, the light eternal, which leads out of death and 
darkneſs, into the land of the living, the holy land, wherein dwells peace 
and righteouſneſs, the land which flows with milk and honey, wherein are 
the vineyards which ye planted not, and the houſes that ye built not, -whefe- 
in the true vine grows, and its branches ſhoot forth and bear the right 
grapes? Oh! my friends, do ye not know the Father which begat you, 
and the Son in whoſe image he hath begotten you, and his Spirit, which is 
the breath, ſtrength, and power of your life? How hath. the Lord God 
advanced you, a poor, afflicted, deſpiſed, perſecuted remnant, above all kin- 
dre families, and profeſſions of the earth? How nigh is the Lord your 
God unto you ? Doth he not tabernacle and dwell in you ? Do ye not feel 
him walking up and down, and taking delight in your ſpirits, who are ſepa- 
rated from the unclean thin d to whom ſubjection to him is become 
pleaſant and natural. Oh! t Lord God give his people a ſenſe what he 
is unto them in this day, and lead them along into their ſeveral poſſeſſions 
and inheritances, that they may fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
each in his portion in the holy land, and in the heavenly dwelling- places 
in Chriſt Jeſus, which the ſouls of thoſe that are redeemed by him are ac-- 
quainted with and ſit in. eel | 
It is on my heart to inſtance in ſome things a little more particularly, 
that the ſenſe and remembrance of God's goodneſs to you herein, may come 
the nearer and cloſer to your ſpirits. | | ; 
Firſt, Have ye not had experience of the Lord's love and faithfulneſs in 
maniteſting his name unto you, which ye have in ſome meaſure known, as 
pure, precious, and excellent, as a ſtrong tower in caſe of danger and aſſaults 
from the enemy? And hath not the Lord taught you, by a ſecret inſtinct 
of his Spirit and life in you, to retire and hide yourſelves in this tower, 
from the violence and fury of the enemy ? And have ye not always found 
relief, ſafety, and protection therein? Indeed, when ye have gone out into 
your own thoughts, and conſulted with the reaſons of the fleſnly mind, there 
ye have met with a wound and a hurt, and have lain open to the ſtroke 
of the betrayer and devourer; but the name of the Lord hath never deeeiv- 
ed or diſappointed any of you that have truſted in it, relying upon his 
kindneſs, tenderneſs, mercy, love and faithfulneſs therein. - 
Secondly, Hath not the Lord given you a proportion of the pure heavenly 
patience, even of the Lamb's meekneſs and patience, and alſo given you to 
poſſeſs your ſouls therein, wherein hath been felt a true meaſure of reſt and 
peace with him, in the midit of all the diſturbances, fears, and troubles, 
both within and without? And hath not this been an help and ſuccour to 
you, even in the time of his judgments, wherein ye have been enabled to 
wait 


wait and um m we « pages, was over-paſt ING 
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* Thirdh, Mato noe God manifeſted to you the place of his'worthip p. even 
ſo that ye know; and have often ex 
truth, and power? And hath he not prepared for you, oy 
the pure offering and ſacrifice, and accepted it at your hand f And Met 
ye not often, yea, may I not ſay always, felt his preſence” — chers 
and the refreſhments which come from his preſence in this day of his merey. 
and; of his tender viſiting and refreſhing” his feed ? 7 2s: 2 

-- Feurthly, Have ye not felt the word of his power ſhaking the mountains, 
burakings the rocks, and making the dark hard part in you; and the ene- 
my of your ſouls, to tremble at the ſound of his voice? Tea, have ye not 
found thereby the ſtony heart in a great meaſure taken out of you, and a 
tender heart, an heart like fleſn, given you inſtead thereof, which hath melted 
and bowed before the Lord, and tenderly received the impreſſions of his Spirit? 
Hifihh, Have ye not found the laws of life, the laws of the new cove- 

nant written by the finger of God's Spirit in this new heart, ſo that ye — 
read the will and h of: @ cps wow * — tare ws Spirit in tlie 
inner man? 706 007 ND 

Sixthly, Hath not he alſo wu 15 Spirit W you, thaes _ have-er 6 
read the law written, but have alſo found a delight (and ability alſo in 
to do his will? For the Lord hath not left you to do what were 2 
cording to the old covenant, but he himſelf worketh in you boch — ol 
and 10 do what is acceptable to him of his on good pleaſure. 

Seventhly, Have ye not found his fear put into your hearts, een a Wirf 
which no precepts of men can teach, nor ye can by no means attain to, 
but as he pleaſeth to give it you? And doth not this fear make you wiſe in 
him to depart! from evil? Doth it not cleanſe out the evil? Doth it not 
keep out the evil? Did ye not find this virtue in it wo _ ye — and 40 
Ye nor {till find it to this very day? - 1 

Eighthly, Do ye not find the blotting out of gun and the not remem- 
bering of your fins by the Lord? Ah! how hath the Lord forgiven you ? 
How doth the Lord pay — ? How doth he- bear with — * — w not 


and the oracious. virtue thervof ? Eo, 2 22 

Ninthiy, Do ye not find the anvintintg near en yea en — 1 
teach you to know the Lord, ſo that ye indeed know him, not accordtn 
to outward. names and apprehenſions only, but his nature in his heavent 
| „ In his inward virtue, manifeſtations, operations, and=appeararices in 
you ?. And this is true knowledge indeed, pure knowledge, 
ledge, living knowledge, which makes you conformable to; —— If wo . 
forth in, the image and likeneſs of What ye knoũwr . 
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Tentliy, Is not the my; of the ranfomed, che way ef holinaſs, become 
glear and pleaſant to you? Hath not the Lord removed many ſtumbling- 
blocks, that he might make the way plain? And is it not a patk wherein 
there is no erring, wherein à way-fater may walk: without fear ar danger, 
the light is ſo certain, the guide ſo faichful, and the path ſo eaſy and infalli- 
ble to the plain, honeſt, ſingle, upright heart, who freely giveth up to che 
Lord, and waiteth to be taught and led by him? Indeed to the wiſe, rea- 
ſoning, diſputing mind it is not thus, nor to you at any time When that 
part is up; but as that is brought down, and the ſimplicity of Chriſt (the 
innocent birth) raiſed in you, da ye not ſtill feel it thus? Iberefore ye had 
need to watch, and pray, and Wait, and believe, that ye may know and 
enjoy the preciouſneſs of your ſpiritual eſtates. and conditions in the Lord. 
and that that which would corrupt and deſtroy, may (by the lifüng up and 
diſplaying of the banner of his love and power in yen) be beat down and 
kept out. ivr aniurott more gt tend (our i ori aropivigdes 
Eleventbly, Hath not God given you. of the true humility, whereby that 
which was once exalted in you above his fear and above his feed, is now 
brought down and laid low, and his pure life and fear in you exalted over 
it? Do ye not know the feigned humility and fear (which man's wiſdom 
teacheth, and man's wiſdom learneth), and abhor them? And is not the 
true fear and humility which ye have received from God, very precious, and 
of. great uſe and ſervice to you? W Ws ES 
\  Twelfibly, Have ye not received the true love, whereby ye are taught 
and enabled to love the Lord yaur God above all, and the brethren, chi 
dren, and fathers in him; yea, and your very enemies allo. How precious 
is this! Who can witneſs this, but he who hath received it! But he whoſe 
heart the Lord hath circumciſed, and from which he hath: cut off the en- 
mity and contentious nature, which cannot truly love neither the Lord nor 
his people, nor his creatures, though it maketh a ſubtil deceitful ſhew 
thereof, to the deluding both of itſelf and others. | | 
_ Thirteentbly, Do ye not know the true righteouſneſs, and the true ſanctifi- 
cation which is in Chriſt Jeſus, and which ye receive and abide in in him, 
which formerly (in a great meaſure) ye did but talk of, and which many to 
this day (whom the Lord hath not gathered, as he hath done you, but hath 
left behind, out of the power, out of the calling, out of the election) have 
only the words of, and their own apprehenſions upon the words, but know 
not, nor feel, nor enjoy the thing itſelf, as ye do this day, bleſſed be the 
name of your merciful God and Redeemer. OY 
Fourteenthly, Do ye not know Sion, the holy hill of God, and Jeruſalem: - 
the, holy city which is built thereon, which hath long been hid, even from 
ages and generations, but now is made manifeſt in the Spirit, and many. 
are already come thither, and many more are travelling thither-wards, and 
ſome dwell and abide therein, and feel the law going forth out of Sion, 
and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, and find their fouls. n 
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by the mighty power of God from death, and hell, and enmity, into the 
nature, love, — life of the Tet, in rr Tight thoſe. thay aſe {ves 
and redeemed by him, walk? ?? 

Fifteenthly, Do ye not know the true — and body of Chriſt; which 
is one ſpirit with him, which is fleſn of his fleſh, and bone of his bones 
And hath not the Lord in his mercy made you members thereof? And 
do ye not feel the nouriſhment, virtue, life, and Spirit of the whole body 
in your own veſſels, and ſo are partakers of the true union and fellowſhip, 
both with- the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and one with another? For he that ig 

thered by, and walks in the true light, is alſo in the true life and fellow- 

ip, both with that which begets, and with that which is begotte. 

Sixteenthly, Do ye not know the kingdom and reign of Chriſt already 1 in 
meaſure ſet up, and daily more and more ſetting up in your hearts? And 
is not his government ſweet, pure, heavenly, precious, refreſhing to chat 
which is of God in you, and an iron hammer and ſcepter to that which is 
earthly and fleſhly. And is it not your joy to feel him reign and overcome 
his enemies, exalting his holy name, power, and ſcepter over them? And 
what he hath done, and what he is doing, and what he yet will do in you, 
of his own tender love, and for his own name's ſake; do not your hearts 
leap within you, when at d thy time the Lord ran to Swe you the —— 
and ſight thereof? 

Seventeemtbly, Do ye not know the faſt which the Lord hath choſen, and 
hath not the Lord helped you to keep that faſt? Have ye not felt his power 
break the bond of iniquity in you, and the once oppreſſed in you comi 
up in a true meaſure of the pure freedom, to terve and worſhip the Lord ? 
And have ye not alſo had a taſte of the feaſt which the Lord hath pre- 
pared on his holy mountain, even of the fat things, and wines on the lees 
well refined, which they that inhabit there eat and drink of W in 
his preſence? ? 

_  Eighteenthly, Do ye not feel God the Laed making an everlaſting cove- 
nant with you, even of the love and mercies ſure to David-and his feed for- 
evermore ? Is not he near you, yea with you and in you, who is the gatherer 
into, and tlie preſerver in, this covenant? Yea, do not ye feel him teaching 
and enabling you to keep covenant with the Lord your God (by the virtue, 
power, and preſence of his life and Spirit in you), even as he keepetli-coves 
nant with you ? Inſomuch as ye begin to feel a ſectlement and eſtahliſnment 
in him that is true, and your calling and election becoming ſure, and the 
danger and fear of falling away or ene n from off your 
tpirits ? 

What ſhall I ſay to you, what ſhall-I mention further, or what all 1 in- 
ſtance in? Have ye not felt the wilderneſs become a fruitful field, ancł the 
fruitful field become a foreſt? Have ye not felt the lame walk, the deaf 
hear, the blind fee, the dumb ſpeak, the leper eleanſed, the dead raiſed, 
Sc.? Have ye not witneſſed the fore ſhaking, and terrible paſſing away (in 
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meaſure) of che old heavens and old earth, and the forming, planting, and 
bringing in (in meaſure) of the new heavens and the new earthy” wherein 
dwells righteouſneſs, in the ſtead thereof? So that in places where dragons 
lay, is now green graſs, with fweet- ſmelling flowers; and in the once 
parched, dead, dry, barren, defolate heaths, are now ſprings and flowings 
of the pure living water? r e 5% St oliw e195 on, 

Friends; There is one, whom the Father hath ſealed (and he is but one, 
yea the very ſame in us all), in whom are all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge, and all the riches and ſubſtance of life; and we, through the 
mercy and goodneſs of the Lord, partake thereof, as we are gathered into 
him, found in him, and abide in lim. 

And now my friends; What hath differenced us from others, or why 
hath the Lord done this for us more than for others? Search your hearts, 
ſee if any of you can find the cauſe thereof in yourſelves. Indeed I can- 
not. From my very heart I cannot but cry grace, grace! mercy, mercy ! 
love, love (deep, tender love) l goodneſs, goodneſs! from the very firſt be- 
ginning, all along, throughout the whole carrying on of the work, to this 
day; and I have nothing elſe to hope in, or plead before my God. Do 1 
believe? It is he gave me faith; yea, he putteth it forth, and cauſeth it to 
act in me, or I eaſily fail therein. Do I will. that which is good in any 
kind? My will is of him, yea it is in him, and hath its creation, preſerva- 
tion, being, and ſtrength from him. Do J obey or do that which is good? 
No, no, not I; but his life, power, and Spirit in me. Dol ſufter inwardly 
or outwardly ? That is not of me neither, but he that hath: given me to be- 
lieve, he allo giveth me to ſuffer, and beareth up my ſpirit in my ſufferings;. 
by his power, and for his name's ſake. So that my heart faith. (and I con- 
fidently believe he will, in his mercy and goodneſs, preſerve me in that 
ſenſe for ever), Not unto me, not unto. me, in any one reſpect, but to thy 
name, to thy holy name, to thy tender name, to thy infinite bowels, and 
precious love and compaſſions in every reſpect, be the acknowledgment and. 
praiſe given of what thou haſt done, and yet doſt, and wilt do in and for 
my ſoul, for ever and ever. - PEW 

And now, my dear friends; As the Lord hath demonſtrated the way of 
life unto you, ſo that it is ſealed in your ſpirits, and ye have walked in it, 
and always met with, not only the promiſes of life, but even life itſelf 
therein; ſo the Lord ſtill watch over you, that nothing ever blind that eye 
in you, which alone can ſee this way ; and the Lord preſerve you in- up- 
rightneſs of heart, that ye may ſingly wait on him, for his farther mani- 
feiting of it in you and to you; and that he, by his living Spirit, would 
continually quicken and rouſe up your ſpirits, to walk diligently and faith- 
fully therein; that ſo ye may come to ſee what ye have not yet ſeen, and 
to deſire what ye have not defired, and may find your hearts and inheri- 
tances enlarged in the Lord. Ah! what is the world, or any worldly thing 
or intereſt, in compariſon of this! The Lord remove every ſnare and every 
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ſtumbling· block out of your way, and every weight and burthen ftom off: 
your ſpirits, that ye may run with joyfulneſs to the end of your courſe, and 
may enter into the full kingdom and: poſſeſſion of life. Ye: have received 
already that which is all; but ye muſt wait for the farther opening and! 
ſpreading of it in you, and your farther growth into it. The Lord's ſoul 
hath travailed for you, and his faithful meſſengers have likewiſe travailed 
and ſought after your ſouls, and your ſouls have travailed, and mourned, 
and waited, and gone through temptations and trials of many kinds, and 
had a taſte of the true peace, the true holineſs, the true righteouſneſs, the 
true joy, even the joy of the everlaſting kingdom. Now the Lord God 
preſerve you, that nothing may interrupt or come between you and that, 
wherein ye have felt him, and wherein is his riches and fulneſs; but that 
ye may always feel that, and abide faithful to the Lord in that, wherein 
the preſervation and growth unto life eternal alone is witneſſ n. 

And friends; Put the Lord in mind, that as he hath pleaſed to manifeſt 
the way, and ſhew that clearly unto you, whereby the heart is joined to him 
and preſerved in him; ſo he would pleaſe, of his free and tender mercy, 
to add this alſo, even to give upright hearts and entire ſpirits, to abide 
with him in that principle of life wherein he hath gathered you, and to 
watch unto, and be faithful to, all his warnings, drawings, movings, and 
leadings, that his Spirit may have no matter of grief againſt you, but it 
may be the delight of his ſoul to do you good continually, and to anſwer 
the deſire of your ſouls in every thing that ye breathe unto him for; that 
the Lord may not be aſhamed to own- you to be his people, and ye may 
feel with joy, and abundant conſolation, that he is your God. And this will 
be enough in all the tribulations, afflictions, and trials that ye meet with, 
either inwardly or outwardly. So the God of love and peace preſerve you, 
in that wherein is fellowſhip with him, and in which his life, love, joy, 
and peace naturally and delightfully ſpring up, and flow into the foul.- 
Amen, Amen. e 8 eee Doi rDkA | 

Written in Aylesbury goal, about. 
1 the Ninth and Tenth of the 
Twelfth Month, 1666. r 
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Dzar FRIENDS, . 
AM deeply ſenſible that it is a day of trouble, rebuke, and diſtreſs, to 
1 the lrael of God. The Lord hath pitched his pure, living tent, and 
begun to build up his beloved city ; the Lord hath indeed had mercy upon 
Sion, and favoured the ruins and deſolations thereof. But the malice and 
rage of the enemy is great, who ſeeketh to compaſs the tent of the holy 
and the beloved city, that he may lay waſte and deſtroy the work and heri- 
tage of God. Now all that feel life, all that are of the true birth, all that 
| Know the ſeed; oh! abide, live, and breathe in the ſeed, that ye may come 
forth in the true life, and in the ſtrength of God's holy Spirit (with ftrong 
cries and tears, with innocency and righteouſneſs, with meekneſs and patience, 
Sc.), to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty. We have no ſtrength 
but our God, nor is our expectation from man (whoſe breath is in his noſ- 
trils, who is to be ceaſed from); but we beheve the voice, that not by 
ſtrength, nor by man's power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
ſhall this work of his. be preſerved and goon. Therefore every one wait to 
feel the ſeed travail and ery daily to the Father, that fo the fpirit of dark- 
neſs. may be hindered, and by the power of life withitood, in all its enter- 
2 againſt the children of light. Oh! let the condition of Jeruſalem 
written upon every one's heart; and as members of the living body, 
feel the wants, afflictions, and diſtreſſes of your fellow-members day by 

day. And let every one ſay in ſpirit; | 
Lord, take care of all thy children. Ob] thou tender Father, conſider what 
they ſuffer for the teſtimony of thy truth, and for thy name's ſake, and uphold 
them, and give them viftorv, and an holy dominion over all, becauſe it belongs to 
thy feed into which thou haſt gathered them, and in which thou haſt united them 
to thyſeif. Oh! carry on thy glorious work, which thy own mighty arm hath 
begun, and cut it ſhort in righteouſneſs for thine Eleff's ſake, that it may be 
Jiniſhed by thee, to thine own everlaſting praiſe. Thy children wait on thee, they 
cry to thee day and night, that they may be preſerved by thee in the well-dcing, 
and in the pure, holy, innocent ſufferings for thy truth's ſake; uniil thou ſay, It 
is enough, until thy holy Spirit ſay, It is finiſhed : my lambs, ye ſball ſuffer no 
more, but now ye ſhall reign with me and my Son for ever. 5 
My dear friends, it is now the time of prayer, and of waiting upon, and 
hoping in, the Lord, who knowetli and conſidereth all our conditions. If 
any be afflicted, let him pray. We are afflited, we are oppreſſed 2 
2 | | cauſe 
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| cauſe or provocation on our parts, only becauſe we fear, and love, and obey 
our God, according as he hath taught us, and becauſe he hath put this 
reſolution into our hearts, that we will abide in ſubjection to him, and 
ſtand to the holy teſtimony which he hath given us to bear, whatever be- 
falls us. And what ſhall [ſeparate us from his love, or come between us. 
and his care over us, who is able to bear us up in all, and carry us over 
all (in the holy dominion and ſtrength of his ſeed) that can fer upon us, 
and ſtrive to turn us out of the way, or to make us faint in the way? 

Dear friends, In my bonds I remember you, and pray for your proſ- 
perity. Do ye alſo remember me in your daily addreſſes and approaches to 
God, that I may receive increaſe of virtue and ſtrengtli from the Lord, by 
the help of your prayers; and, oh! feel the afflictiqns of the afflicted, and 
breathe for them day by day, that the whole body may receive the flbw- 
ings in of life, help, and ſtrength daily, from the pure breatheings of life 
in every member of” the body every day... I... oo ki 

So the God of love and mercies be with, and do 10 to, his Whole he- 
ritage; and fill you (with the reſt of his children) from the pure fountain: 
of life, with frelh ſtreams of life day by day, Amen. This is the hearty 


e | | | | 
Reading Goal, thegth ' Your friend, brother, and companion in the 
" <fthe Siagk Mints,” | faith and patience of the ſaints, who have 
W . lad a fhare in the afffictions which be- 
| | fall his, children and choſen. ones,. 
for his name's fake, _ 
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And truly friends, it is not grievous, but rather joy to me, to undergo 
the ſeveral afflictions and temptations, which my tender Father, in his 
tender love and good- will, orders for me. Yea, all that can taſte, tell 
me, is it not greater riches, and far ſweeter, in this our day, to bear 
the reproach of Chriſt, and to ſuffer for the teſtimony of his precious. 
truth, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin and glory of this world, which. 
are but for a ſeaſon ? 
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Dear friends (whom 1 love in the Lord, and whoſe proſperity and 
growth in the truth I greatly defire), this ſenſe is on my heart; in 

reference to you at this time. e OTE 
IHE Lord's ſoul travaileth for you (having viſited you in tender 
mercy, and with great loving-kindneſs, and he defireth to enjoy and 
Poſſeſs you, as an inheritance for himſelf, to delight in and to do good un- 
to continually ; and I know there are many among you, who have alſo de- 
fired and travailed after the Lord, and have been burthened and grieved 
with that which hath in any meaſure hindered your ſouls enjoying the Lord, 
and your faithful ſerving him, and his delight and pleaſure in you. Now 
friends, this is my preſent deſire and breatheing for you, even that ye may 

be joined further and cloſer in the everlaſting covenant of life and peace 
with the Lord, which muſt never be forgotten on your parts, as it cannot 
be on his; wherein to help all the tender and faithtul-hearted among you, 
this advice ſprang in my heart to you this morning. - 

Mind and watch to that which quickens and enlivens the ſoul towards 
God, and watch againſt that which flats and deadens it; for they are both 
near, and they both ſeck after you, the one for your good, the other for 
your hurt, I need not tell you what theſe are, nor where or how they ap- 
_ pear (ye have been abundantly, and as ye wait on the Lord, are daily in- 

ſtructed therein, bleſſed be the name of the Lord), but in continual watch- 

ing to the one, and againſt the other, is the diligence and care of your 
ſpirits daily to be exerciſed. Oh! at no time let your ſpirits be looſe and 
careleſs! For the enemy waits to do hurt, and the Lord waits to be graci- 
ous, and to do your ſouls good. Watch, therefore, and pray, that ye en- 
ter not into the temptation of the enemy, rior miſs of the tender mercies 
and loving-kindnefles of the Lord, which are ſure to the ſeed (and to all that 
are of and abide in the ſeed) for ever. | 

Oh! who would miſs of the quickening virtue of our God, of being 
anointed with his holy oil, and of having the flames of life kindled fur- 
ther in him? Who would be captivated and brought into ſubjection to fin, 
Satan, vanity, and the ſpirit of this world again, who hath witneſſed any 
proportion of deliverance there from? Ye know that ye can do nothing of 
yourſelves: Oh! what need have ſuch to watch to that, which 1s able to 
work mightily in the heart, and to bring forth the fruits and effects of 


righteouſneſs, 
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ri hteouſneſs, and to bring under, and keep under, kill and ſlay that power 
of unrighteouſneſs, and to root out and bury the dead, out of the ſight 


and remembrance of the living. Glorious things are teſtified (truly teſti- | 


fied) concerning the power of the Lord, and his mighty operation inwardly 
in the hearts of his children, in this day of the preaching of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel again, after the long night of darkneſs. Let none be content, 
without witneſſing and experiencing a meaſure thereof in their own parti- 
cular. - Oh! dwell not with death, vanity, nor corruption | Oh! my dear 
friends, let not vain or earthly thoughts lodge in any of your hearts! but 
dwell with him who is pure, who is living, and gives life to your ſouls z and 
alſo gives peace, and brings it home to you, leaving upon your ſpirits that 
peace which paſſeth all the underſtanding and comprehenſion of man, and 
who maketh his called, choſen, and faithful ones glad with his deliverance 
from the power and temptation of the enemy, and with the flowings in of 
life and redeeming virtue, from the fountain thereof. Judea (the city) is 


known among the living, whoſe walls are ſalvation, and all the gates and 


entrance into it praiſe. | N 
And, my dear friends, mind your meetings together, to wait upon your 
God with great ſeriouſneſs and intention of ſpirit, every one watching to. 
feel life up in your own ſpirits. Oh! ſit down (yea, breathe earneſtly to 
the Lord to give you to ſit down) in the ſilence of, fleſh, and in the ſtill- 
neſs of your ſpirits, waiting for the preſence, appearance, and power of 
your God to be revealed in the midſt of you, that your hearts may be 
ſearched more and more, and the pure judgment revealed againſt what- 
ever would appear or riſe up contrary to the holy nature and will of God, 
and that which is for death, brought into death more and more, and fo the 
bread and water cf life given to that which is to be nouriſhed up in life, 
that all that is impure may be kept down, and that which is pure (the 
plants and trees of righteouineſs) may thrive, flouriſh, and ſpread more and 
more, and you fit down under the ſhadow of your own vine and olive- tree, 
partaking of the ſap and fatneſs thereof. | 
Oh! that every one of you, in all your meetings together, might wit- 
neſs that ſcripture fulfilled in you; They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the 
fatneſs of thy houſe, and thou ſhalt give them, or make them to drink, of the 
rivers of thy pleaſure. | | 
And I beſeech you, in the bowels of tender love, take heed of ſluggiſn- 


neſs, or careleſſneſs, or deadneſs of ſpirit in your meetings; theſe things in 


no-wiſe become the Lord's people, nor your profeſſions of waiting upon 
the living God; ye are to look up, to watch, wait, and breathe for the 
Lord, to be exerciſed by his Spirit, to, have to do with him betore whom 
all things are naked and bare, to offer up that acceptable ſacrifice of a 
broken heart, of pure praiſes, of love, life, humility, thankſgiving, c. 
and to receive what the Father of mercies ſtands ready (in and through the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of his love) to give forth unto you. Can you 
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be thus; exerciſed, while in a drowſy, fluggiſh, careleſs ſpirit? Do not ſuch 
diſhonour the Lord, whoſe name ye ſnould honour? And is not the jealous 
God provoked and grieved by fuch things as theſe, whom ye ſhould' walk 
in all humility, tenderneſs of ſpirit, and well-pleaſingneſs before? 
I beſeech you, therefore, watch againſt all things of this nature, and be 
diligent, that ye may witneſs the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus 
making you free, and fencing you againſt all things of this kind, that ye 
may be a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people, a temple of living ſtones, wherein the living God may dwelt and 
walk, and ſup with you, and give unto you to ſup with him, where ye ſhall 
eat the pure bread life, and drink the wine of the kingdom, which will 
your hearts exceedingly, and the joy of the Lord will become your 
ſtrength ; which ſtrength will carry you above the ſtrength of the enemy, 
and cauſe you to bring forth the fruits of life, and righteouſneſs, 2 
to the Lord; and ſo you ſhall ſhine as lights in your ſeveral places, at 
ſhew forth the praiſes of him, who hath called you out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light; for it is a marvellous light indeed, which the Lord hath 
caufed to ſhine in the ſpirits of his children, whom in this day of his power 
he hath begotten to himſelf, and the life eternal is wrapped up in it; and 
they that truly know it, know it to be no leſs than the light of life, even 
the light which came from the pure life of the Son, and leads to the ha- 
bitation and dwelling-place of the Father. 6h 20 
There is one thing yet remains with me, which I would fain have 
grow in a true, ſenſible, and experimental underſtanding of, which is this; 
to wit, What it is, not to touch the unclean thing. The enemy will be ſtir- 
ring up and caſting in that which is unclean, upon the veſſels which God 
is purifying and preſerving from all pollution. But there is a ſtarting back 
from, and eſchewing the evil, a forſaking of the vain earthly mind and 
thoughts, and a receiving in ſuch temptations and ſuggeſtions no more. 
Oh! that ye might all experimentally know and witneſs what this is! I 
know many of you do in ſome meaſure, blefſed be the God of our mercies, . 
bleſſed be our Saviour and Redeemer, for ever and ever! But oh! more, 
more, more of this knowledge, more of this experience, my heart hvingly 
| breathes for, for myſelf and you, that we may witneſs the ſcripture abun- 
dantly fulfilled in our hearts from the Lord: Mpoſoever is born of God doth 
not commit ſin; for his ſeed remains in him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe he is born 
of God. Oh ! feel the weight of this ſcripture, in that which gives the under- 
ſtanding of it! The Lord hath made a new covenant, and a living cove- 
nant, and prepared a new and living way for the ranſomed to walk in without 
erring, that he might amend all (in this new people) which was amiſs in 
thoſe under the firſt covenant. | | | 
Oh! let the Lord enjoy the deſign of his heart, and his people ſo wait 
upon him, that they may all be renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, and 
the Lord may have a generation of Calebs and Joſhuas, who may Ly 
| | follow 
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follow after him in all things, and who may witneſs his power and preſence 
ſtill with them, and the holy, tender, / merciful God may never be provoked 
by them, to cauſe. him to withdraw his good Spirit from. them, and ſo to 
leave them and forſake them; for if any draw back. from the Lord, and 
from the holy commandment of life, the Lord's ſoul can have no pleaſure 
in ſuch. Oh! that, therefore, there may be none among you drawing back 
to perdition] and take heed of deadneſs, drowſineſs, fluggiſhneſs of ſpirit, 
earthlineſs, fleſhly wiſdom, unbelief, c. for that is a degree thereof, and 
leadeth thitherwards), but all to grow in faith, with diligence, towards the 
ſaving. of your ſouls (which is far nearer than when you firſt believed), 
2 ſhall be ſure in due time to reap even the ſalvation ye wait for, 
if ye faint not, nor grow weary in your minds, but abide in the faith and 
patience, unto the end of your trials, both inward and outward, which are 
meaſured out by the Spirit and wiſdom of the Lord, and not by the wiles 
of your enemies, whom the Lord ſtops and chains at his pleaſure. 
The-grace, mercy, love, and peace of God our Father, and of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, be multiplied unto you, and fill your hearts from day to day, 
according to your ſeveral capacities, and enlarge your capacities, and bring 
you more and more into the heavenly fellowſhip, that your joy therein may 
abound, and ye may daily rejoice in the goodneſs of the Lord, and in his 
exerciſing loving-kindneſs, judgment, and righteouſneſs in the earth. 


Reading Goal, the a i This is from your brother and companion 
3671. Third Month, | in the afflictions, and alſo in the joy and 


glory of this day of the ſalvation of 
our God, which is further to be re- 
vealed and enjoyed by thoſe who 
meekly and patiently wait 

for it, | 


G --? 3 


And all my dear friends, who have known what it is to be uncovered 

and ſtripped of your own righteouſneſs (and of all fleſhly robes and 

_ garments), and to put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, even the innocency 

and righteouſs of his nature and Spirit, and fo to appear before the 

Lord, and walk with him in the garment which he puts upon 

you; oh! friends, keep this garment about you, that ye be not ſtrip- 

ped and robbed of that wherewith God once cloathed you, and fo 
your nakedneſs appear, and men ſee your ſhame ; and inſtead of bein 

an honour, ye become (any of you) a reproach to the name and truth 

of the Lord, which is very honourable, and ſhould: be honoured in 


and by us all. net 
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The direction of this in my heart, was to friends in truth, in Chal- 
font, and thereaways, among whom my heart hath. been greatly com- 
forted and refreſned, who (ſome of you) had ſome knowledge of my 

former great miſery and diſtreſs, for want of the power and preſence of 
the Lord, and are now witneſſes with me of his tender mercy. and 
great ſalvation ; glory to him who fits on the throne, and to the Lamb 
wWhoſe kingdom is exalted over all, who already reigns in righteouſ- 
neſs in the hearts of a remnant; who ſit down, and find reſt and 
peace, and true joy of heart, ſoul, and ſpirit, under the ſhadow of his 
government, and cannot but ſing and found forth praiſes, pure praiſes, 
Hhuonour, and dominion, and ſtrength, to the name and arm which hath 
done the valiant acts, bringing ſin, corruption, death, and the grave 
under, and bringing life and immortality to rule and have dominion, 
... Over it; ſo that he that is pure power and life, is felt tabernacling and 
living in his people, and he gives unto them to live in, and through, 
and with him; and they cannot but ſound praiſes to the power and 
glory of his life from day to day; glory in the. higheſt to our God, 
and to his Chriſt, for ever and ever, Amen, Hallelujah. 1 
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CONCERNING | 
 ComevuLsion in RELIGION. 


Query 1. HETHER every man ought not to endeavour to be fully 
| perſuaded in his own ſoul concerning the religion and wor- 

ſhip which he performs and offers up to God ? [3 
Query 2. Whether, when a man is fully perſuaded concerning the reli- 
gion and worſhip he ought to perform to God, whether he is not then 
bound in conſcience ſo to worſhip and ſerve God, as he is fully perſuaded in 
his own ſoul ? | £73, 
Query 3. Whether, if a man ſhould leave that way of religion and wor- 
ſhip, whereof he is fully perſuaded in his own ſoul, and ſhould worſhip ac- 
cording to the law and worſhip of the country wherein he lives, whether 
this would be accepted of the Lord, and whether his ſoul would not be in 

danger of the diſpleaſure and wrath of the Lord therefore? 


Query 


— in RBigion! 66 

Query 4. Whether God hath given any man or men power, by laws and 1 
— to compel men to worſhip him contrary to the belief of their 

arts and the full perſuaſions of their ſouls ? Is it not written, that what- 
ſoever is not of faith is fin? And hath God given any men power and au- 
thority to compel others to ſin? Surely the end of magiſtracy i is to N | 
men from fin, and not to compel men to ſin. 

Query 5. Whether under the law of Moſes, the worſhip” was not firſt 
made manifeſtly clear to mens hearts and conſciences, and they fully per- 
ſuaded thereof; before they ſuffered any penalties annexed for failing in it, 
or turning alide from it ? 

Query 6. Whether under the goſpel, Chriſt or his apoſtles did ever com- 
pel any by outward force to their way of worſhip, or give any rule for com- 
pulſion after their days. T+:d not they ſay, they were not lords over mens 

faith, but that there was one Lord and Maſter, even Chriſt, to whom every 
man was to give an account? Now if men ſhould commend us for worſhip- 
ing as they teach us, and by laws require of us contrary to the belief and 
full perſuaſion of our own fouls, and Chriſt condemn and puniſh us there- 
fore, would it not go hard with us? 

Query 7. Was it not the beaſt that compelled men to worſhip, and is he 
not branded therefore, Rev. xiii, ? But could he by his laws and penalties 
compel any, whoſe names were written in the book of life, to his worſhip? | 
others indeed he did compel, and cauſe to worſhip, as may be ſeen in that 

Chapter. 
Query 8. Is not Chriſt's kingdom ſpiritual ? Are not the weapons of his 
Warfare ſpiritual ? Are they not mighty through God, to convince and eſta- 
bliſh men in the truth, and in the way of the goſpel-worſhip | ? Would Chriſt 
have any people forced by outward compulſion, to ſerve or worſhip him? 
Whoſoever will, let him come, faith he; and his people are a willing people, 
and God loveth a chearful giver and a chearful worſhipper. Is not com- 
pulſion a great argument againſt that church and miniſtry that uſeth it, 
that they want the ſpiritual weapons? That they want the authority and 
power of the true church and miniſtry, and ſo are fain to ſeek to ſupp. y it 
by the authority and power of Man? For that which is of man, if it were 
not held up by man, would fall; but the truth will grow and increaſe, and 
that which is of God will ſtand and out- live all the violence and oppautions 
of men. And one thing is worthy of very ſerious conſideration O— 
this worſhip, which there is ſuch ſtriving to compel men to, which is ds 
what kind of perſons they are that diſſent from it, and what they are, tor 
the generality, that ſo cry it up. Are not many of them very toole; pro- 
phane, ſwearers, curſers, exceſſive drinkers, yea tame af them Atheiits? Is 
there not a ground of jealouſy at leaſt, if not a ſtrong ai e * 
that worſhip and way of religon which pleaſeth theſe? 

Can that which came from God, and is of God, pleaſe corrupt man? 

And who are they that diſſent from, * dare not prattile it? Art they 0 


me 


- 
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men of tender conſciences, and that fear to offend the Lord, and who ſeek 
after that religion and worſhip, wherein there is truth, life, virtue, and 
power? Now which of theſe are likelieſt to know the truth, and to be —___ 
of the Lord the true worſhip. 
Oh!] that theſe things were ſeriouſly conſidered of ; for though men were 
wicked and prophane themſelves, yet if they did not oppoſe that which is 


good, but could ſuffer others quietly to ſerve and fear the dn neither 
their ſin nor danger would be ſo great. 


Reading Goal, 16th of the 
Ith Month, 1670. 
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| He that rulech over men mult be juſt, ruling: in the fear of God, now 
he that is juſt and ruleth in the fear of God, cannot afflict or puniſh 
any for fearing God, or for worſhip which they perform to him in his 
fear. Shall not he that made the world, be worſhipped by his chil- 
dren and ſervants, according as he requires of them? But ſhall the 
5 authorities of this world oppoſe him therein, and with all their might 
+ ſtop and hinder (as much as in them lies) his children and ſervants 
| from obeying him ? Now the Lord God of heaven and earth (who is 
above all, and hath power over all) knoweth, that not in oppoſition to 
authority, but in the fear of his name, do we (who are called Qua- 

KERS) meet together to worſhip him as he hath required of us; and 

that if we ſhould not ſo do, we ſhould fin againſt him, and be guilty 

of rebellion againſt the King of kings, who is able to ſave and deſtroy 

body and foul | for ever. And in this caſe it is that Chriſt hath bid us 

not fear him that can kill the body, and can go no further, but rather 

to fear him who can kill both body and foul, and caſt them into hell. 

Oh! that the magiſtrates of this nation were juſt, ruling in the fear of 
God! could they then afflict thoſe that fear him as they do, even ſuch 

as are taught by him to love and pray for their enemies? Is not there 

work enough for the magiſtrates ſword againſt manifeſt wicked men, 

but it muſt ſtill be turned againſt thoſe that fear the Lord? Will ye 
provoke the Lord to the utmoſt ? Are ye ſtronger than he? Will ye 
put 1t-to the proof, whether he be able to deliver his people or no? 

Remember, the nations are but as the drop of a bucket, and as the 

ſmall duſt of the balance before him? What then is the wiſdom and 

{trength of one, two, three, or four nations, to his wiſdom and 

- | ſtrength ? 

This is written in our hearts, that God is to have his due, as well as Cæ- 
ſar his; and that God is to have his due in the firſt place, but Cæſar 
after God, and in W to God. But if there be an abſolute _ 

ceſſity 


ceſſity put upon us by men (which they ought not to do), either of 


diſobeying God or Cæſar, we do really believe that queſtion of ſome of 
the apoſtles, in this caſe, to be very weighty, and worthy to be duly 
conſidered, A#s iv. 19. Whether it be right in the ſight of God, 
to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye (for we cannot 
but obey the Lord our God in what he hath required and doth require 
of us). And truly if we ſhould ſo do, great and dreadful woe would be 
upon our ſouls, and we ſhould loſe the enjoyment of God's pteſence, 


and the peace which paſſeth all underſtanding; which we cannot but 
value above our eſtates, liberties, or whatever outward thing we can 


enjoy or poſſeſs in this world, even above our very lives; yea, it were far 
better for every one of us to loſe our lives in our faithful teſtimony to 
the true worſhip of God in Spirit and truth, which he hath taught us, 


and required us to practiſe and give our teſtimony to, than to be 


found unfaithful and diſobedient to him herein. 


Reading Goal, the 12th of the 
7th Month, 1670. 
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CONCERNING THE 
' Diſpenſation of the GOSPEL, 


OR 25 


we rt” 


| Diſpenſation of the S 0 N in SPIRIT, 


LAST DISPENSATION, 


MYSTERY of GOD, the 1 of the 
Work of Redemption, is finiſhed in the Heart, all 
created anew inwardly, all ſubdued that is contrary 
to Gop, the Soul brought into, or tranſlated into, 
the Everlaſting Kingdom, and the Kingdom at length 
delivered up to the Far HER, and Gop becomes All 
in All; where all Names ceaſe, and the Pure Eternal 


Being is known, united to, and lived 1 in, after an un- 
utterable Manner. 
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DrsPEN SATIN H OSPEL, Ge. 


ain er origital ſpring of liglit, life; love, wiſ- 
dom, power, holineſs, righteouſneſs, and all ſpiritual and heavenly 
blefingg : | 


\ To know the Son as the way to the Father, as the way to life, peace, 


O know phe Father"(even/the, Gdg and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
© * Chrift)"as the founta 


4 


and bleſſedneſs in the Father: + © - | 
To know the Son's Spirit, and the Father's alſo, whereby the Father 
draws to the Son, and the Son brings to the Father; whereby the Son 
quickens, begets, renews, ſanctifies, deſtroys, cuts down, burns up that 
whifhy $ {droſly, corrupt, and chaffy 1 yea, not only the fruirs of fin, bur 
the very root itſelf, yea the very earth in which the root grows, and the 
heavens that water the earth are conſumed and paſs away inwardly, and a 
new heaven and a new earth is inwardly planted and formed, wherein dwells 
righteouſneſs; ſo that the cage of unclean birds, the place where the dra- 
gons lay, is ſhaken and removed, and the place of the wicked inwardly 
known no more; but inſtead thereof there are new heavens and earth, 
even of the new creation of God; which earth brings forth the increaſe of 
lifes the fruits of life, the feeds and trees of righteouſneſs, of God's ſows 
ing, Planting, grafting, pruning, and cauſing to grow, that he may be 
glorified: I tay, 5 1 . 
Thus to know. the Father, thus to know the Son, thus to know the Holy 
Spirit of light, life, love, and righteouſneſs, Sc. not notionally in the 
brain, or with a comprehenſive knowledge of the mind, but livingly in the 
heart, in the light that ſhines from the Father and Son, in the life that 
ſprings rom them, in the love which is of them (for, indeed, it is love 
that gives the bright, purely ſenſible and uniting knowledge): this is pre- 
cious knowledge; and all knowledge of the very lame things, any other- 
wiſe than as coming from, and held in, this ſpringing life, 1s of no com- 
pariſon with the excellency (for nature and virtue) of this kind of know- 

ledge. 7 51 
ow there have been two great diſpenſations of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit. The one figurative, the other ſubſtantial, The one called the law, 
| the 


'#* 


Concerning" the Difvbifen bf the Gp, 60; 


the other the goſpel. For under the law the Father was made known, 


the Son made known, the Spirit made known.;, but all in figutes. and. gut- 
a ways of manifeſtation. God was to that people of the Jews a foun- 
rain, of hving waters; and when they forfool A- A8 al 3 in lying wa- 
nities, they forſook the fountain of their own mercies. - They then Forfook 
the fountain of 3 der dägging to thernſtlves broken cifterns that 
could hold no water.. - 

So the Son was made W 05 his types an figures of the W 
the King of righteouſneſs, as the high: prieſt of God, as the prophet that 
God would raiſe up, as the ſpiritual rock which yielded the fpiritual waters, 
of which the ſoul was to drink. And they that were a-thirft were to come 
to him and buy wine and milk of him, and incline their ear to him, that 


they might hear and live, and he would make an everlaſting covenant Pick 
them, even the ſure mercies of David. 


So the Spirit of God, which was typified under a pillar of cloud ad Fre ; 
in the wilderneſs, did firive with man before the law, and was given ro. the 


Jews to inſtru& them, and to plough up their fallow ground, and circum- 
ciſe them inwardly, and to waſh their hearts from wickedneſs and vain 
thoughts, that they might not lodge 1 in them. 

But all this was not properly hot the Spirit and power of it) the diſpen 
ſation of the law; [Sie hid in a myſtery, and running under-groumi, a8 I 
may ſo ſay. This was from another covenant, and part of another cove- 
nant than the eovenant of the law, though in the time of the law. For 
there was another covenant which Moſes declared of, beſides the covenant 
of the law made in Horeb, which was the word of life, or word of faith in 
the mouth and heart, which teacheth the fubſtance of the law, and alfo gives 


power to fulfill the righteouſneſs of the law, to them that hear and receive 


its voice, in the faith which it gives or begets. And ſo the Father of 
ſpirits was known in the time of the law. Chrift the redeemer was known 
to live, yea to hve in the heart in the time of the law. The free Spirit, 
the Spirit of love was received, and the prefence of God felt and eryoyed 
by God's Calebs, Joſhuahs, and Davids (by men after God's own heart) in 
| the time of the jaw. Moſes had his meekneſs and tenderneſs, and was 
made faithful in all God's houſe by the Spirit of Chriſt, this ineck lamb- 
hke Spirit. 

"Now when the ſhadows came to an end, Chriſt the ſubſtance was to 
come. The everlaſting King, the everlaſting high: prieſt, rhe everlaſting 
prop! het was to appear. The everlaſting rock and holy builder was to ap- 
pear, and raiſe up David's Berna in Spirit, and miniſter in the true 
ſanctuary, by his k ight, by his life, by His power, by his righteous' Spirit. 
There is not another tabernacle to be built, not another temple,” not an- 
other Jeruſalem than the heavenly Jerufalem, not another Mount Sion to be 
known or come to, than the gol) i Mount Sion; not another God, than 


God the Judge of all i in the goſpel-ftate; not another word or law of Ne 
Qqq q 2 5 than 


| 
| 


668) Concerning the Diſpenſation of the Geipel. 
than the lay which-goeth forth out of Sion, and the word that iſſueth out: 
from this heavenly Jeruſalem; not another water to wash the ſoul with;: 
not another blood to ſprinkle the conſcience with, not another ſpirit to en- 
lighten, quicken, keep alive, and comfort, than the Spirit of light, life, 
and love from God, which reconciles unto God, and brings into the goſ- 
pel-righteouſneſs, reſt, and peace, and eſtabliſheth the ſoul therein. 
So now, feeling the Spirit of the Son, and being led by him to the Fa- 
ther, and the Father with the Son, by the Holy Spirit, creating me anew,. 
enlightening me, quickening me, raiſing me in life, circumciſing my heart 
to love, I am come to life, and at reſt in him that lives in: me, and works. 
in me, and gives me to live, and work, and reſt in him. For there are the 
ſabbath-day's works, even works of love, works of life, works of righte- 
ouſneſs and holineſs, works that the Lord works in the ſouls in whom he 
dwells and reſts, and which they in the pure reſt, peace, and joy of life, 
work in the Lord their God, who works all their works in them and for 
them. ' | 0 298 
Now in this goſpel-diſpenſation, or in this diſpenſation of the Son in 
Spirit, all other diſpenſations are gathered and wrapped up, and thoroughly 
experienced by the ſoul that travels with and is led by Chriſt, in this his. 
goſpek-diſpenſation. | | | | 110% e 
As firſt, There is Moſes in Spirit known and travelled through. There 
is the miniſtration of the law in the Spirit inwardly commanding known, 
heard, felt, received, before the goſpel-power is given to perform. And 
here is hard travel and ſore exerciſes. Here the Father is known command- 
ing, and the ſoul conſents and would fain obey, but finds the law in the 
members rebelling againſt the law which the mind hath a ſenſe of, and de- 
ſires after. | | FL bo 
Then afterwards comes the diſpenſation of the prophets,. wherein there. 
are prophecies of a better ſtate to come, openings of the mercy and love 
which is to be manifeſted in the latter days, at the end. of theſe trials and. 
exerciſes, wherein the ſoul hath promiſes from God, that the righteouſneſs. 
ſhall be revealed, that power to become a ſon ſhall be given, and the ene- 
my's ſtrength broken, and the bowed down foul raiſed up from under his 
oppreſſion, and the Lord ſhall tread him under the feet of the poor and 
needy, and the hungry and thirſty ſhall be filled with righteouſneſs, and the 
meek come to inherit God's earth, and the beggar come from the dung- 
hill, be raiſed up in the power of life, to ſit among princes, even the princes. 
in the heavenly glory of God's everlaſting kingdom, 
After this ſucceeds John's miniſtry in Spirit, even the levelling the moun- 
tains, the raiſing up the vallies, the preparing the way for the King of 
glory, that he may come in and reveal his glory inwardly, For not in the 
time of the law inwardly, nor in the time of the prophecies inwardly ;. but 
after the ſou] is exerciſed and prepared inwardly (that being waſted which 
hindered, that raiſed up which lay low, that made ſtraight which lay crooked, 
oy | 5 8 | that 


Concerning the Diſpe of rhe- Geſpel. 6 
that made plain that was rough, and ſo the way is prepared and fitted t 
the great appearance of the great God and Saviour; in — — — 
goſpel glory, Spirit, and power); doth” the King come ſuddehly inte his: 
temple; not hen the foundation is laid, but When Sion is built up, 46th 
God appear in his glory therein. Read Ha. xl. 3, 4, 5. and conſider. Af. 
ter John's coming in a body of fleſh, and preparing the Way by his out. 
ward miniſtry, Chriſt came in a body of fleſh, and was revealed as the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, by the life, Spirit, and 
power that that body was filled with. And after John comes in Spirit, and 
prepares the way in any heart, by the mighty and effectual operation of his 
miniſtry there, then Chriſt comes after him in Spirit, in the great power” 
and glory of the Father, and the Father is revealed, and the Son aàlſo in 
the Spirit of light, life, love, and righteouſneſs, and the glory of the Lord 
is beheld with open face, in the glaſs of life and righteouſneſs, and the ſoul 
is changed into the ſame image, and partakes of the heavenly glory, and 
is married or joined to the Lord, to become one ſpirit with him, and hath 
fellowſhip with the Father and the Son in the light of life; and this is the 
goſpel-ſtate and glory, and there is not another. e HD e LAS c, 


Now take one ſcripture more which ſums up all diſpenſarions, and ſets | j 
up the diſpenſation of the Son in Spirit as the laſt, as the diſpenſation of 


the laſt days. It is Heb. i. 1. read but what things are ſpoken of to be 
brought to paſs in the laſt days of the great goſpel-glory, to be revealed 
then of the perfect redeeming to God, and centering in him, of being 
married to him, and becoming one with him; c. and of the Son's being 
the miniſter in the goſpel-ſtate, by the Spirit and power of the endleſs life, 
to bring it all forth, and accompliſh it in the huſbandry and building of 
God. Conſider the place; at ſundry times, and in divers manners, God 
ſpake in times paſt by Moſes, by the prophets, by John; but now the laſt 
days are come, now the laſt diſpenſatiory is come, now the covenant where- 
in God himſelf is the teacher, is come, now the time of building the Sion, 
the Jeruſalem, wherein God himſelf will dwell for ever, is come; now- the 
light of the city of God is-come, which is an. eternal light, an unchange- 
able light. Now the Spirit of love, which brings up the goſpel-life, is 
come, and edifies the holy goſpel-building, in the goſpel-love and life. Oh! 
the light, oh! the life, oh ! the love, oh ! the righteouſneſs, oh! the di- 
vine nature, which is now revealed and. partook of in the Son! He is the 
brightneſs of the Father's glory; and thither he brings his. What would 
ye have more? He deſtroys antichriſt inwardly, by the brightneſs of his 
coming or appearing. Oh! the deſolations that he makes inwardly of ſin 
and iniquity in the hearts of his! He is the expreſs image (or engraving)” 
of his Father's ſubſtance; and he makes thee, who art one with him in his 
Spirit of life and love, of the ſame image with him. He tranſlateth thee 
out of Satan's image, into his very image. His light, his life, his love, 
bis righteouſneſs,” his divine nature, - doth/ not was old as a garment, _ 
| endure: 
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endure and remain the ſame for ever. He is Alpha and Omega. There 


Holy Spirit, wherewith he maketh his free. 


The Eighteenth of the . : 
th Month, 1678. | 


ET ERIENCES. 


Which it hath pleaſed the Lox to give me, concern- 
ing his Way, his Truth, his Church and People, 
againſt whom the Gates of Hell cannot prevail. 


8 O M E 


Firſt, JT hath pleaſed the Lord to manifeſt to me, that there is a light 

wherewith he (in his tender mercy, love, and good-will) enlighten- 
eth mankind. This light I have found my own ſoul enlightened with; 
even from my very childhood, though I never took notice of it to be what 
It is, till the Lord manifeſted it to me. But ever ſince it pleaſed the Lord 


to 


=o 
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to manifeſt it ti me, and to turn my mind to it, I . found it to ſhine 


inwardly in . — Da RT 
| wd tothe out ward eye 5 


Secondiy, By this light in hach pleaſed the Lord to gi ir Sans” ehe'diftinaion 


of chings inwardly in my on heart. The Lord hath ſhewn me by it evi, 


and goud in my ow¼n heart, and taught me to chuſe the good, and refuſe 


the evil. So that as my eye hath been turned to this light, and kept to 


this light, I have kudwn and walked in the way of life; for the power 


which hath» appeared in chis light, hath created me anew, made me 4 


child of ght, and taught and cauſed me to walk in this light, as God is in 


the light. And in this light 1 have experienced fellowſhip with the Father 


hö r en in os F and withallthe dan 10 


| 2 time, apr — while I — Inn — ne 1912 of God's Holy 
Spirit, and bleſſed witneſs 3 but if at any time I hearkened to the enemy, 


the prince of darkneſs, and went by his nn into —_—_— I fill. 


met with condemnation there: 

Fourthly, In this light J have received power to erde a Son to God. 
Oh! it is unutterable to relate what power is here received againſt the ſoul's 
enemies, and to do the will of God ! Indeed, in the light there is power; 
yea, full power, ſuitable to every ſoul's condition. There needs no more 


power (no not to the higheſt condition) than what is laid up, and to be re- 
ceived in this light. All the power of darkneſs is communicated in the _ 
darkneſs, to the children of darkneſs; and all the power of light is com- 
municated in the light, to the children. of light. In the light there is an 
holy will and ability given daily more and more, and the unholy will and 


ability (which troubleth the holy ſeed) removed out of the way. 


Fifibly, In this light I know the true church, the holy a by: the 
| ole pel- ſpirit and power; for none are the true church in the goſpel-days 


ſuch. The law- church was a company of Jews after the fleſn, circum- 
ciſed in fleſh, to keep the outward law of commandments; but th: goſpel- 


church is a company of believers after the Spirit, circumeiſed in Spirit, to 
keep the inward law, even the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which makes free from the law of fin and death. So that all the goſpel- 


church are children of the true woman, growing up in the holy liberty from 


the bondage of fin. and corruption, unto the royal law. of  holidets and 
righteouſneſs. So that being in the light, I ſee the children of light, and 
know that the holy gathering, even the goſpel- church, are ſuch, and that 


none elſe can be of che eech * (out of the light) nn. 


of the nature of the goſpel- church or Spirit in them. Ye: may as well 
make a man without the nature of a man, as a Chriſtian without the nature 
of a Chriſtian. He was not a Jew outward under the law, without the na- 
ture of a Jew outward ; nor is he a Jew inward under the goſpel, with- 
out the nature of a Jew inward. And as the law-church conſiſted of Jews 
outward, ſo the goſpel- church conſiſts of Jews inward; which are children of 
light, and not of darkneſs, and can be known only by them who are in the 
true light. So that the Lord having mercifully gathered me into his goſpel- 
light, theſe things (in his goſpel-light) have been clearly ſeen by me. 
Sixtbly, In this light I know the goſpel-worſhip, the worſhip Which lies 
not in the darkneſs of man's apprehenſions, but in the light which ſhines 
from God in the heart. For the children of God are taught in the light, 
know God their Father in his own pure light, and worſhip in the light, 
wherein they are taught by him to know him. They worſhip in the truth. 
They are led by the Spirit of light and truth, out of darkneſs, out of de- 
ceit, out of all kind of error and unrighteouſneſs; and they worſhip. in 
truth, and in the Spirit, into which they are led, and in which there is no 
deceit nor error. They gather together in the Son's name (in his livi 
name, oh! wait to underitand that !). And there the Son is in the midit 


of them, and his life and Spirit intercedes in them; and in his name 


they offer up the righteous ſacrifices, the holy ſacrifices of life, and the pure 
incenſe, in which the Father is greatly delighted, and ſmells a ſweet ſmell 
and ſavour of reſt. . r 
Seventhly, In this light J have experienced the good conſcience, even the 
conſcience which anſwers to truth, and will not anſwer to unrighteouſneſs. 
Indeed in this light I have felt my heart ſprinkled from an evil conſcience 
(J teſtify it in deep humility of ſpirit, and in great thankfulneſs towards 
the Lord). The darkneſs defiles and ſtains ; but in the pure light the heart 
is waſhed, cleanſed, and ſanctified, from whence ariſeth the anſwer of a 
good conſcience towards God. And in this light the conſcience is {till kept 
good; but though it hath its habitation in the light, if it keep not its habi- 
tation, but go out from thence into the darkneſs, it is ſoon defiled and cor- 
rupted again. SEE 5 
Zighthly, 1 have (and bleſs the Lord I daily do ſtill) experienced faith, the 
heavenly faith of the new birth, the precious gift of God to his own chil- 
dren, in this pure bleſſed light of the Son of God, which ſhines from the 
heavenly glory into the hearts of his redeemed ones. Unbelief came at 
Arſt from the darkneſs, and lodgeth in the darknels, iſſuing thence. into 
thoſe that give ear to the dark ſpirit; but faith ſprings from the holy root 
of life in the heart. Here I cannot but believe, and allo know him in 
whom I do believe, who is the holy power of life and light, who oppoſeth 
and overcometh the prince of — who hath. the power of death. 
And in the light God carries on the work of faith with power; and unbelief, 
which ſtops it, is not able to enter the minds of thoſe, who are ſtayed u 
on the Lord in his pure light. | Ninthly, 
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man's mind comes to be awakened; but in the light is'rightequineſs, juſti- 
mind here grows up into, which the enemy cannot break or 3 * 
deed, in the darkneſs, out of the light, the peace that is there 1s eaſily 
broken; but never in the light is the true peace broken. 


Tenthly, In the light I have experience of the killing 6 morty ing of 


that which is contrary to the light. I kill, I make alive, faith the' Lord. 
Indeed he doth fo in and by his light. Doth not light expel darkneſs in 
the figure? Much more doth it fo in the ſubſtance. Light drives away 
darkneſs, baniſheth darkneſs, deftroyeth darkneſs, in the mind that is truly 
enlightened by the Lord, and fingly gives up to his light. Oh! the deſo- 
lations of darkneſs (the works of darkneſs, the power of darkneſs)" that 
God makes in the hearts of ſuch as are ſenſible of, and ſubject to, the light 


of his Son ſhining there. The Lord there cuts his work ſhort in righteouſ- 


neſs, making an end of the kingdom of darkneſs, revealing his on king- 
dom inſtead thereof, and gathering and tranſlating the mind thereinto. 
Eleventhly, In the light I have experience of the new creation in Chriſt 
Jeſus, even the paſſing away of the old things, and the new things com- 
ing inſtead thereof. The old heart gone, the hard heart gone, and a new 
and tender one inſtead thereof. The old law of fin and death taken our 
of the way, and the law of the Spirit of life in Chrift Jeſus received in 
the place thereof. And the fear of the new covenant put into the new 
heart (in which is the beginning and perfection of the heavenly wiſdom), 
and the Spirit of God pur within, to enlighten, enliven, and fill the mind 
with life and righteouſneſs, and cauſe it to walk with God in the new and 
living way, and to know his ſtatutes and judgments, and do them. 
Twelfthly, In the light the goſpel-love is known and ſprings. In the 
darkneſs is enmity; but in the light is love. It is true indeed, that here 
the whole law is fulfilled, even of loving the Lord God with all the heart, 
ſoul, mind, and ſtrength, and one's neighbour as one's ſelf. Yea, here 
one is not only commanded to love enemies, but taught and enabled ſo to 
do. Tea, keep but here in the light, no enmity can ſpring up, but only 
love to the greateſt enemies, whom we have no coals of wrath, but only 
of love to heap upon. e eee Inn 
Thirteenthly, Here I meet with, and partake of, a cool, meek, patict 


render, gentle, quiet, lowly ſpirit, which is of che Lord, and offimech 


eſteem with him. This is the Lamb's nature, who is light; and this alſo 
is their nature who are of the Lamb, and walk in the light of the Lamb. 
All Efau's roughneſs, all Iſhmael's diſdain and ſcoffing, all Cain's envy and 
cruelty towards his brother, is of the darkneſs, whereof Cain, Iſhmael, 
and Eſau are, and wherein they walk, and their offspring ; but this is not 


found in them who are light in the Lord, and who walk in the light, as he 
[3G eee 
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ſai of Chriſt, Behold the Lamb of God; ſo it may be ſaid of them, behold 
the lambs of God, who are ſweet, meek, gentle, lowly in heart like him, 
bringing forth fruits like him, and walking like ſneep among wolves, as he 
alſo walked. | | | * 75 
Laſtly, (To mention no more) Here, in the light, I meet with certainty, 
aſſurance, ſatisfaction ; yea, infallibility. - I meet with the evidence and de- 
monſtration of God's Spirit, which is infallible. I meet with God's wit- 
neſs, which is an infallible witneſs. . I meet with God's Spirit, which is an 
infallible Spirit, who infallibly leads into all truth, and infallibly guides in 
the truth. I meet with an infallible ſhepherd, who hath an infallible voice, 
and gives to his ſheep an infallible ear, wherewith they infallibly hear. He 
opens an infallible eye, and gives to it an infallible ſight of God, and the 
heavenly myſteries of his kingdom. The Spirit breathes infallibly, begets 
infallibly, leads infallibly, creates a new heart, a right ſpirit ; which heart, 
which ſpirit, is of God's infallible nature, like him; for that which is born 
of the Spirit is Spirit. That which is born of man's fallible ſpirit and wiſ- 
dom is fallible ; but that which is born of God's Spirit and heavenly wiſdom, 
is of the nature of his Spirit and wiſdom ; and hence it is that wiſdom is 
juſtified of her children. The apoſtle ſpeaks to the Galatians of having 
begun in the Spirit, Ch. iii. 3. and did they not begin in that which is in- 
fallible ? And 1 they went on in the Spirit, did they not go on in that which 
is infallible ? I never found the light deceive me, nor did I ever find the 
birth of God's Spirit, the holy elect ſeed, deceived in me. And the new 
and living way, wherein this birth walks, is infallible, in which there is no 
erring by thoſe who eye the Lord, and follow his Spirit therein. This is 
the way caſt up (the way of holineſs, life, and peace, for the ranſomed and 
_ redeemed of the Lord to walk in in the goſpel-days, in which the way- 
faring men, though fools, ſhall not err, Ja. xxxv. 8. The Lord, who 
hath promiſed, is able to make it good. The Lord make it more and 
more manifeſt, and 'bring more and more people into it, and keep them in 
the guidance of his bleſſed Spirit of truth, that they may ſee his light, and 
walk therein, and not let in any temptations from the ſpirit of darkneſs, 
and fo follow him, and miſs of the guide unto, and the preſerver in, the 
new and living way. 5 P OsSx- 


n 


Do 1 that 1, as a + un _ | infallible, crane . us = men 
are infallibie; but God s light, ee, race, God's truth, God's Spirit, 
od's wiſdom and power, is infallible; and ſo far as we partake of that, are 
gathered into, and abide in that, we Puree of that which is infallible, and 


are gathering i into, and abide in that, which is infallible. - And oh! let WW 


men reſt in, or be contented with, that knowledge which is fallible, but 


no true union nor fellowſhip with him in any thing that is fallible. 

that Proteſtants, Papiſts, Jews, Turks, Indians, did all know and 
-own this light, that there might be an end of the darkneſs and miſery, where- 
with mankind hath been ſo long overwhelmed ;/ and happineſs both in par- 
ticular nations, and in the Whole world, might be experienced in the: ſtead 


. after unity and fellowſhip wich the Lord in his infallible Spirit; there 
Ok 


thereof. For mens erring from the light and Spirit of God, hath been the 


cauſe of all their miſery; and their returning to the light and Spirit of God 
(from which all have erred) will take away the cauſe their miſery, and in 
it (as they faithfully ſubject to the Lord and travel therein) they ſhall find 
his power, love, and ee, een —_— their amn en unto . 
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CONCERNING THE | 


TIMES and SEASONS, 


Both which have Been, and which! are yet to Be. 


HEN God made man in his own image, Ea. him in „ pra 
W and giving him dominion over the works of; his hands; then was a 
time of great joy to Adam and Eve, and ſhould. have ſtill been ſo to them, 
and all mankind, had they continued in the ſtate wherein they were created. 

When Eve, and by her means Adam, hearkened to the voice of the Ser- 
= t, diſobeyed the Lord their Creator, aſpiring after wiſdom, and the 

owledge of good and evil, out of N way; then 
NT a 


en was, a ſeaſon of miſery 
to 
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676 Concerning the Thug dvd Seaſons, bc. 
Adam and all his poſterity z the holy and heavenly i image being —— 


curſed image gained in the Head thereof, and ſo man thruſt aut 
diſe, and the bleſſedneſs thereof, into the carth, which — + Pos 


Para- 


man's 


ſake, So in this ſtate, ſin and the curſe is man's portion, inſtead of the | 


thotines. and bleſſedneſs, which his Creator had allotted him. 

When God promiſed the bleſſed ſeed, and revealed bimſelf to the fa 
chers in the faith, begetting ſons to himſelf, who heard his'vaice, abeyed 
and. walked with hin; then was a bleſſed time and ſeaſon to th —.— 
ia and death reigned: in the world. But when the ſons of r 
him, and mingled their ſeed. with the corrupted world, chen the — 
. — e away all hoy Noah 2 ame and the e e | 
in 

When the Lind cha the Jews to be 2 people hm, from amidſt 
| All nations, delivering them by his outſtretched arm out ef Egypt, deſtroy- 
ing Pharaoh and his hoſt, and Jed them through: the wilderneſs, fitting the 
ſucceeding generation for the good land, bringing them into it, bleſſing 
and eſtabliſhing them in it, while they feared him and walked in covengnt 
with him, then was a bleſſed time and ſeaſon witli that people. But when 
they provoked God, brought his judgments often, and at laſt utter ruin 
and deſolation upon themſelves, then were deaſons of great ien and _- 
treſs, and at laſt of utter deſtruction to them. 
While the Gentiles were caſt off, and were no penpie, being of the” cor- 
rupt ſeed which God hath. not choſen, nor had any delight in, and while 
they knew not the living God, but worſhiped ſtocks and ſtones, and ſo were 
liable to the pouring down of his wrath and indignation upon all occaſions, 
and to utter ruin and deſtruction, when their iniquities were full, it was a 
ſad time and ſeaſon with them, wherein they were eſtranged from che life of 
God, and his holy covenant of promiſe, and were without God in the 
world. 

When the Lord he the goſpel to the Gemiles, by his holy apoſtles 
and-minifters, manifeſting Chriſt to them, the hope of glory, the myſtery 
hid from ages and generations, engrafting them into the holy vine andolive- 
tree, giving them to partake of the ſweetneſs and fatneſs thereof, even of 
the riches of his grace and goodneſs in his Son, who is eternal life, and 
gives eternal life to all his; then was ſuch a time and ſeaſon of love, grade, 
mercy, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
{both towards Jews and Gentiles) as had not been known in the world before. 

When the Chriſtian church a e the love in many waxing cold, 
men minding the name of Chriſtianity, and form of Godlineſs, but not 
the life and power, and fo the Lord was provoked againſt them, to remove 
their candleſtick out of its place, and give up the outward court to the Gen- 
tiles, and ſo the Spirit was loſt or — from, the life loſt, the power 
loſt, che everlaſtin 200 hid from mens eyes, and darkneſs and mens in- 
ventions ſet th inſtead thereof, in nations, tongues, and people, and the 

witneſſes 


tee 
JE 


they: bre. 4 
Shel, walk, and live in it, when God dwells and walks in his people, and - F 
his true light ſhines in diſpelling the darkneſs thoroughly, and filling 4 


them with the glory and majeſty of che Lord, and they aſcend up, out of 
the world's ſpirit and nature, into his bibi ar 3 even in the ſight of 
their enemies, and the full wrath of the I poured out on Babylon, 
and the full glory revealed. in Sion; then 5 1 ſuch aday of bright- 
neſs and pute heavenly glory, as ſhall dazzle the eyes of all beholders. 

But the paſſing away of this night, and the bringing forth of this day, 
will be very terrible and dreadful, both in particulars and in nations. The 
kingdoms of this world muſt indeed become the kingdom of our Lord. 
and of his Chriſt; but it will require great power to bring it about. The 
wrath and ſtrength of the ſpirit of darkneſs will be working againſt the 
Lord and his power to the utmoſt; and the more it works againſt the Lord 
and his power, the more will the Lord's power, and the wrath of the Lamb, 
be — againſt that ſpirit, and againſt all its devices and undertakings 

againſt the counſel and power of the Lord. Oh ] bleſſed are they that are 
of the Lamb's nature and Spirit, of his righteouſneſs and meekneſs; for 
the wrath of the Lamb will not be kindled againſt them, but he will be a 
munition of rocks unto them, and their inward life ſhall be preſerved, and 


they ſhall enjoy peace with the Mm in the midſt « by that TONY 
befall them. ; | | 


Meſbarow i in Kent, Twenty- 
Second of the 6th Month, 


1659. . | F 125 

The everlaſting goſpel hath been (pivnichint in this" nation deat 405 hey 
nations), juft after that very manner as it was foretold it ſhould, Rev. xiv. 
16. Saying with a loud voice, Fear Gol, and give glory to him; for the hour of 
his judgment is come; and worſhip bim #hat made heaven, earth, and The 
ſea, and fountains of waters. 

Now they that have heard” this bleed ſound of che eng goſpel, | 

and have learned to fear God with this fear which the goſpel * 
| | (hic 
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(which is the fear of the new covenant, which is not taught by the precepts 
of men, but which God puts into the heart in the new coyenant), and to 
give glory to him, bowing to him, and learning righteouſneſs "of him, 
in the hour of his judgment upon their ſouls, and have worſhiped*him, 
and him only, in his Sit and truth, which is the . or the 
worſhip of God according to the everlaſting goſpel; thefe are accounted 
with God knowers and obeyers of the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
"Theſe are a peculiar people to God, whom he hath taken an eſpecial care 
of, and whom he will hide under the ſhadow of his wings, and in the ſecret 
of his pavilion, while his wrath is poured out upon peoples and nations. 
But others that have not been gathered under the ſhadow of God's wings, 
by the preaching of the everlaſting goſpel, who have not known or obeyed 
the ſound thereof; when the ſtorm comes, when the wrath of God is re- 
vealed againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men (whereof this na- 
tion is Fall and hath had ſeveral tokens of God's great diſpleaſure for a 
long time), they wi! not find a ſhelter, though they flie to the rocks and 
mountains to hide and cover them from the wrath of the Lamb, bur will 
lie open to the ſtroke of the overflowing ſcourge, which uſeth to overflow 
nations, after ſuch a deluge of fin as hath long overflowed this nation. 
Oh ! that men could hear the voice of the rod, and him who hath appoint- 
ed it, and ſeek an hiding place, and enter into the chamber of reſt and 
quietneſs with the Lord, until the indignation be overpaſt. 
Now unto any whoſe hearts are touched with the fear of the Lord, and 
the ſenſe of his righteous judgments and wrath due to this nation (which 
doubtleſs have come in part already, and are coming faſter and faſter, and 
_ entering into the very heart and bowels of it), and who would eſcape the 
ſtroke of God's dreadful hand, and find inward reſt and peace with him 
in the day of outward trouble and fore diſtreſs ; a „ 
| : To ſuch, a few words of advice, very early this morning, lay upon my 
heart. | 
Firſt, Seek the Lord (Oh! do not ſeek the world, but ſeek the Lord, 
who redeems out of the ſpirit of the world, where the wrath comes, and 
upon which it is to ſeize)! And ſeek righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſs; it may be, 
ye ſhall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger, Zeph. ii. 3. | ws 
Secondly, Wait upon God, that ye may learn of him to keep your heart 
with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of life. If ever ye know the 
iſſues of life, ye muſt know them there; and if ye know the iſſues of life 
there, and they ſweetly iſſue up, and flow into your ſouls, they will refreſh 
and delight you in the midft of all the fore afflictions, troubles, and diſ- 
treſſes, which can befall you outwardly. Read P/a. xlvi. and conſider: 
*Thirdly, Mind who knocks at the door of your hearts, whether it be the 
deſtroyer or Saviour of the ſoul ; for both theſe knock often at the door, but 
men are not aware thereof. And wait, to receive power from God to be 
faithful door-keepers, that ye may keep the door of your hearts ſhut gue 
| | the 
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the Lord, when he knocks with any motion or pure ory ing of Ine. 
icnee truly, and afſo more and more, 


as 


tion in Chriſt, and the works of the new creation, which they perform and 
walk in (being God's workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto good works). 
And here the old things paſs away (which can paſs away by no other means, 
but by the revealing of the arm and power of God inwardly in the heart, 
and by its effectual operation there), and ſo all things become new. Now, 
where all things become new, where the heart is new, the mind and ſpirit 
new, the deſires new, the joys and delights new, the life and converſation 
new, and the ſoul walks belies the Lord, not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit, even in the newneſs thereof; what is there for the wrath of God to 
ſeize upon? 98 8 | Fs 

Though the Lord be a conſuming fire, yet it is to his enemies, to ſin, to 
unrighteouſneſs, to the chaffy, earthly mind and nature; he is not ſo to his 
children, to the wheat, to the holy ſeed, to them that are new created and 
_ cleanſed by him, to them that far him, love him, walk with him, keep 
his commandments, obey the goſpel of his Son, denying all for him, and 
following the Shepherd and leader of their ſouls, out of all untruth and un- 
righteouineſs, into all truth and righteouſneſs, Surely, theſe ſhall not only 
be able to abide, but dwell with the devouring fire, and everlaſting burn- 
ings ; and that ſhall be their ſafety and ſhelter, when the flames thereof break 
forth to conſume and burn up the chaff every- where. e 


Tywenty- fifth of the 6th 
Month, 1679. 


pos r. 


Ow 


ISAAC PENINGTON. 


\ 
- 
5 
o 
* 1 
* 
- 2 
a 7» x * * = 
3 53 
> F 
* * * X 
+ $ : 2 h 
* 
* 
2» 
* 
* 
* 
* 
— 
>» 
: A 
4 n 
r 
— * 
+ ö 
. 
An = 8K 
— * 
* 
* 
* 
- 
* 
2 . 
% *. . — * _— 
F 8 * —_— th the. th 1 r — I TY 1 FP FT ER" * . "4 * 
* * 
— 
1 * 2 
, 
. 
. 
* 
4 3 
0 * 
— o 
- = # 
* 
= * . 
” 
= 
* 
- 4 
© 
* 
. * 
* 
* 
- 
- 
& < 
4 


* Y 12 : OS. 8 
ps 5 . „H Wahi ſes N _ 
— b 5 20s 12 of z A | 2 \ 
w be 9 Sa 1 17 Yo wk I'S AS # * a - . 
W — 1 —— —— 


Til concerning i, bes 


415. 4064 622. 
LASPHEMY: and Br. ASPHEMERS; 
- ſome Queſtions anſwered. concerning, 


* 
6 78 
« 
TH 
bu 


CanxisT, 3 is che true faving 
Knowledge of. Chriſt, and: which not, 
4.5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. Queries con- 
5 _— Chriſt, and his Appearances, 
15 oncerning Chriſt, 24. What 
it is to be United to Chriſt, 41. What 
is the true Confeſſion of Chriſt, 43. 
Which died at Jeruſalem the Quakers 
own, 104. The Way of 7s. 
' Chriſt's Spirit, 113. Chriſt Jeſus the 
Redeemer and Saviour, 154. A few 
Words concerning the true Chriſt, and 
how it may be known whichis he, 242. 
Of the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, in 
Anſwer to T. Hickes, 250, &c. 


cerning Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 318. 
517. Concerning Chi iſt, 453. Con- 


cerning the Spirit of * b. The 
Law of Chriſt, 9 Miniſtry or 
Prięſthood, 515 Fn. true Know- 


— 4; >, : . , a ? 5 * * * _ KY 
* 3 41 8 ka# + 3. +7 + ..F * I tf orig; . 2 


35 of Chriſt, ibid. 
of 8 ary 61 gs 
1— Circumciſing, and Bap- 


tizing, from ſome Sci 
CRHUR en, ſome Propo 
Church 2 and Ordinances, 
Concernin 


the the A 4 2 8 4 and An- 


5 — — ba.” 
ing the Falſe Church; 


Church in its firſt and 


in its declining State, 80. In its Dehn- 5 
ed and fallen 


bow ws 


on: The 


of it, 213. 


„ . 
7 f 1 2 * * . = 


TI 


W - 
2 * 
> 


Ys 
a; A 
85. 
; ; 8 
. ; . 89 * 8 *. Ms 
eier Fo Py : # 8 g 3 1 # 
4 "I *. 
” v 1 N 3 « % 5 9 
by: 4 1 * SRD 7 SA - * &.. 
$5 n 8 * 2 
T:Q THA e : 
. I 4 3 
1 1 gd 4 
we” 2 1 p x » Ex 
; 1 \ A + 3 — \ * 21 i. 
4 
o , 4 : * i 2 + 
12 WES — % 1 - 4s 8 
- 9 ; 
Y ” r 
4 « * 9 £ 8 of 4 * 32 4 * 4 —— 2 PR * C37 Jets LS 


of Chriſt Without me 
Ver: 1 


tures, 642. 


itions — 


the Primitive Church, and 


the Church of the 
concern 


true and falſe Church, * 


tate, 83. In ite Reeo- 
What is the true Church, 

wig the true Church, 
290. 312. — . Queries con 
cerning the State of the the —— as it 
was in the Apoſtles Days and was to be 


afterwards, 360. 


CovEnaANT of Life ned, 87. Queſ- 
tions and pier ron, condi 4 * 


Church of the New Covenant, 
Queries concerning the New *. 


96. 125. Concerning the New Co- 


venant, 146. — — Knowledge 


cerning the G and 


pure State, Ir 


ul Mew Goren Con 


„ 


* 


N % wo 


as, — A 


. 2 


208. —The 
: r 225: 


s 

"BB. 8 . N 
ee 700 ee BB 2881 #25 
* 


_ Erecrion and REPROBATION con- 


cerning, 91. How a Man muft 
make is! Ca ing and Election ſure, 
209. Election, a Queſtion or two con- 
cerning it anſwered, 335- The Way 
to know one's Eledtion, Sc. 5 


a we 
* 


8963 8 z a a = N * 


F. 


ann e n eue Falch 8 0. 


„The , Author's Experience concerning 
it, 422. Concerning Faich, 599 


FAR, concerning the true Fear, 600. 
FREE Will, Falling from Grace, 
me 95. 8 
bag 


Gov” $ y Foy * the Univerſality of it, 89. 
192. Concerning 's Power, 219. 
pot Queſtion — about knowing 
gow Spirit, 230. 

GosPEL, concerning the Goſpel-State, 
155 A. Queftion about Preaching the 
verlaſting Goſpel, anſwered, 513. 

Of — of the Goſpel, 520. 
FOVERNMENT, concerning Ghurch 
Government, 567. 586. F 


Hart, Read of taking it ww in Time 


of Prayer 
HolixEss, Nn it is, 208. 523. 


Hors, What is the true Hope, 214. 

oo. 

HunflLir r, coneerning Poverty of 
Spirit, and Humility, 216. 


274. 8 
Concern to the oy ſpiritual, - 
— rernings 448. 492. 616. 


Jawa, 6 ſomewhat 
the Jews Nat 


| Input ATION of Righteouſneſs, 


WARD Impreſſions, concerning” 45 $ 
oY, which is the true Joy, 215, 
UDGING, what the Author has expe- 
tiemed concerning it, 228. * 

JUSTIFICATION witneſſed by the Obe- 
dient, 141. What it is, 211. Juſtifica- 


tion and. Sanctification, the Author's 


r of, Carpe 
e Ap 469. IS 


: * 
2 4 Dd 
” 8 
8 1 


Laus 8 Wax, concerni — 
Law, inward and — 
God Writes his Law in tie He 04 
Licur within aflerted, 173.” Phat is 
doth inwardly in Wee 7. How 
the Mind comes to be enlightened; 179. 
How the Light, or Candle of the Lord 
is diminiſhed and extinguiſhed, 180. 
Concerning the 2 of God's Spirit, 
204. Coocorning 6 Light, 458. 472, 


490. 
Lovs, what the true e Love 213. * 


1 


0 M. 

Manxgnp, concerning God's Love to 
them, 463. 

MEETINGS Silent, concerning, 352. 

LOT Dks Work of. the true Mini 
ſtry, 63. Concerning the true Mini- 
ſtry, 76. 70 205. > 34 f. 733. 
50. l +. 

Mix AcLESs, a Queſtion concerning, 
anſwered, 348. 

MoTions inward, to know. whence they 
are, 215. 

MysTERyY of Life, and Myſtery of the 
hs EY W is eee . 


N 


N. 


vers. an J2SENy ATLONS on Paſ- ie ust 
of ripture, Phil. iii. 3. "Heb. —— — of, 220. 
vi. 4, 5: Jebu va Iſaiah \ive Wiki” pi ray, 403. 406 
age! 13725 2 Pet. J. 185 19. _ Parnerer® of Danza ff 
ix. 18. John Xvii. A 1 Cor. xil. 3. the pure heavenly Light, 5 
2 45; 1 John v. 12. John vi. PROMISES, concerning 
55» 56. Pſal. vi. q. Iſa. Iv. 1, git d e ee Mas een 
„ 0 iv. 14. i Folm i: * reges, Conſiderations of ithe more 
Xi. 28, 29, 30. 1 Fobn v. 20. ſure Word of Pro Ys 1855 „ 
2 Cor. iv. 6. Oye: ili. 7 2 Jebn Annen e 
vüi. Zr, pre 14. {/a. iv. 12 e man tgzunn⸗ 
2 vii. 1 1 e 15 8 * , 
| by 5 Be — "Rev. 115 20. 
See bew on the above Quaxen 85 what they have witneſſed, 
| Pages 233 to 241. Pſal. xlvi. page 24+ hat their Religion is, 59. 163. 
5 bay wy * Tanne en Ging. page How they were viſited, 168. Brief 
xxx, * Deut. —— wit Account of them, 259 Afew Words 
Rom. x. p. 362. Some Queries on concerning the Doinga and 8 
Col. i. 27, 28, 29. page 365. Ob- the People called Quakers, 366. 
ſervations on 2 Peter iii. 14, 15, cerning God's gathering them Home to 
106. page 431. Queries on Rom. vi. himſelf, 526. "What they ſought after, 
vit. and viii. page 437. n 618. 2 
Mart. vi. 33. vn i © -* | 
R. 
6 O. 1 : 3 *. L 2 


Os EDIENCE, what it is, 211. Some 
Experiences concerning, 224. | 
ORDINANCES and APPOINTMENTS 

of God to the Jews, e et 106. 


* 132 
; Þ ” 


p. 


2 ſomething to, 309. 
PATIENCE, what the true 
Patience is, 213. 601. 
PAUL'S EXPERIENCE explained, 158. 

What Paul was, 65. | 
A few 


PEACE, which is True, 215 


Words concerning the War of of Peace, | 


263. 
PENINGTON Is AAc, Abecumt of * 


Experiences, 3. 49. 110. 162. 10 


168. 218. 273. * 359. 774. 
483. 511. 619. 670. 
PERFECTION, concerning, 464. 490. 


| A What is true Repen- 


Sek delt and : 


ters of Rell ion, 5560. 5 . — 
Nh ra 510 


REFORMATION, concerning «the Time 
and Work of it, 493- 
REGENERATION, concerning, 208. 
/ RELIG10N,:lof Certainty, and rightly 
rounded Aſſurance in Matters of Re- 


igion, 57. 7 5 ar) F 


tance, 210. 

RiGHTEOUSNESS, concerning, 139. 
Of Man's Righteouſneſs, 151. How 
to learn Righteouſneſs, 243. 


S. 
SABBATH, or Goſpel-Reſt; conceruingy 


118. 
SALVATION, how witneſſed, 207. 
SCRIPTURES, Quakers own them, 105. 
Concerning. Underſtanding them wo 
201, 202. Whether the Scripture be 
the Sun or Fountain, 203. 


er 
the 


| rigDerluntion of SrptureivtheWord. 8 a Guidance to the » Principle | 


204. Whether all things neceflary be 9 
therein contained, 206. Conce | | 
the Grounds of Mens wee | | 
0 _ and: ee Adret 336. Cen- N __ * 1! > l 


N 4 Kr nding the riptures, 

456. ncerning Reading them aright, daes reel 1 ora raw 

; A ; - cancerning it, 
8155 of the Kinenon, concerning, © ORs a RH xt 
218. 230. - 5 ENS OK 
SEPARATION, concerning, r W. 8 8 „ Y 
SHEPHERD and l concerning, | * 


1 2% r Fore. Wars (Fags: ee 478. 
Sodi's Fopp, 218. WIS Dou of — — 184. 
WorDs, Po yr e 0 
LF Words, 453. 
T. Works, what Works are, 212. 
124 Works of the Id and New Covenant, 
. the Aubert Expe- 473. 


rience concerning, 219. Wenzurr, Account of the nanL ; 
Tuixir v, the Author's Experience con our Worſhip, 444. © 
Lt. &c. ors. * WES £0p 


+ 
- a 
91 41 J = : 


E R R A T U M. 
Vol. I. page xiv. line 6, for fruitful read faithful. 


_— 2 


rs Ps: 
. 
Ip 


